
THE HEATHERSOCIETY

v ?- tJvi,,u,a 
[,"L}"$r)

He ather Trials

1971 r 75
I rt+i)



f'

A REPORT OI{ A TR I AL TO DETERI4 I NE

T H E  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F

CULTI VATED HEATHERS

conducted  by

THE IIETTHER StlC I ETY

a t

HARLOT CAR HARROCATE

E d  r  t e d  b y :  G .  P .  Y i  c k e r s

H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y  T e c h n i c a l  C o m m i  t t e e

Published in Great Britain by the Heather Society, October 1976
,Reorinted January 1 9g2,,!  r Y F

Additional copies may be obtained:- Members f5.00, Non.Members E7'.50

Mr.  D.  Ol iver
27 Valentine Road, Leicester LE5 2GH

L ." . -:...-



CONTENTS

2 Fors,vord by John P. Ardron
3 Editorial Note

6 List of abbrwiations
7 Atphabetical List

4l Editors comrpnts
44 Summary of similar olltivars
60 THE SELECTED LIST

COPYR IGHT 1982 THE HEATHER SOCIETYO



FqREYORO

8 y  J o h n  P . A r d r o n .
Y i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y

The  Har low  Car  Hea the r  P ro lec t  was  es tab l  i shed  i n  l { ovember  1906 ,  when  the  counc i l  o f  t he  Nor the rn
H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  p l a n  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y  t o  c o m b i n e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n
o f  a  comprehens ive  Hea the r  Garden .  A longs ide  th i s  endeavour ,  r t e  p lanned  to  conduc t  t r i a l s  t o  compare
and record every authentbal  ly  named heather  t te  could secure

} |ea the r  Soc ie t y  members  f rom the  l {o r th  and  f r l i d l ands  con t r i bu ted  p lan ts  and  cu t t i ngs  wh ich  v re re  then
propaga ted  by  the  Har low  Car  s ta f f .  Th i s  resu l ted  i n  secu r ing  abou t  4 ,000  p lan ts  by  1968  -  bu t  n i t h
nowhere  to  pu t  t hem,  and  they  had_ to  rema in  i n  t he  nu rse ry .  The re  the  s t ronger  g rowers  tended  to
suppress  the  dwar f s  and  c ine reas  and  th i s  made  reco rd ing  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t

l { o  one  to  b lame:  i t  was  a  f reak  s to rm l5  m i l es  w ide  t t h i ch  r rough t  havoc  th roughou t  t he  ga rden  i n
lu l y  1968 .  P lan ts  t t e re  f l a t t ened  and  even  l abe ls  smashed  by  the  l a rge  l agged  ha i l s tones  wh ich  den ted
ca r  bod ies  and  s t r i pped  the  l eaves  f rom g rea t  t rees .

The  ga rden  s ta f f  f aced  a  fo rm idab le  task  to  res to re  the  50  ac res  o f  Har low  Car  and  i nev i tab l y ,  t he
f i na l  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  rock  ga rden  s i t e  f o r  t he  hea the rs  t t as  de layed .  I ndeed ,  n i t h  a l l  t he  ex t ra
work  we  were  fo r tuna te  to  have  the  bu l k  o f  t he  t l ea the rs  p lan ted  ou t  f o r  d i sp lay  i n  t he  ma in  ga rden
in August  19 i0.  } {o t  the best  month but  thr i tdr inE;had beenhogel -ess owing to  the weather  *h ich had
brought  f  loods and turned the s i  te  in to ? nuagni  r i .  . .  .  .  .  ,  . : . . . .

A f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  d e l a y s  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n s , r e  v i r t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  a n e w  i n  l 9 7 l : t h i s  t i m e  o n  t h e  h a l f  a c r e
n teadow,  new ly  p loughed ,  where in  ove r  300  va r ie l i es  re re  re l l  spaced  to  g i ve  reco rd ing  access  (bu t  as
i t  p roved ,  g i v ing  such  amp le  space  l o r  weed  g ro i l t h ,  t he  s0 i l  be ing  fu l l  o l  seed  and  how they  g ren
a f t e r  a n y  s h o w e r ! ) .

The . res t  o f  t he  s to ry  i s  t o  ask  you  to  imag ine  the  hundreds  o f  hou rs  spen t  by  ou r  members  o f  t he
R e c o r d i n g  T e a m ,  w o r k ' i n g  l o r t n i g n i t y  i n  r a i i ' o r  s h i n e  o r  w i n d .  N o t  a  r u n  0 f  t h e  m t l l  t a s k  b u t  t h e
met i cu lo r ] s  check ing  and  reco rd ing  de ta i l s  o f  t he  g rowth  hab i t ,  he igh t , sp read ,  co lou r  and  f l o le r i ng
dura t i on  o f  a l l  t hose  hea the rs  th roughou t  t he  yea r :  p lus  the  l abe l l i ng ,  t r i rm ing ,  and  con t ro l  o f
t h e  r e c o r d s .  a l l  t h i s  w a s  d o n e  q u i t e  v o l u n t a r i l y .

The  p ro lec t  r ras  f i nanced  a lmos t  en t i re l y  by  E r ing  anO Buy  sa les  o f  p lan ts
members donat ions.  The cost  o f  the hut  was f inanced f rom the legacy le f t
Chapp le ,  o f  g ra te fu l  memory .

a t
to

Sroup teet ings and f rom
us by the la te Fred ! .

E l sewhere  ou r  t hanks  a re  exp ressed  to  the  many  who  have  comb ined  to  ca r ry  ou t  t h i s  b ig  under tak ing
which,  be i t  known,  has been marked throughout  wi th  r ich f r iendl iness and good humour.  But  the one
i m p o r t a n t  d e t a i l  n o t  r e c o r d e d  i s  t h e  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  t h a n k s  t t e  0 t t e  t o  P e t e r  V i c k e r s  f o r
u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  t a s k  o f  e d i t o r s h i p , s s  i n t i i c a t e  a n d  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .  l l i t h  i n l i n a t e  p a t i e n c e  a n d
m e t i c u l o u s  c a r e  h e  h a s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  f o c u s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  y r h i c h  w e  a r e  t o l d  i s
u n i q u e  i n  t h e  a n n a l s  o l  h o r t i c u l t u r e .

Autumn 1976. John P.  Ardron.
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HEATHER SOCIETY TRIALS ISTI  .  75
EI}I TtlR I AL NOTE

T h e  r e p o r t  i s  i n  t w o  p a r t s .  F i r s t  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h o w  t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  t t e r e  t a k e n  a n d  a  l i s t
o f  resu l t s  i n  a lphabe t i ca l  o rde r . (Th i s  was  the  i t o rk  o f  t he  reco rd ing  team and  has  no t  been  ed i ted .  )

Second ,  con l rnen ts ,  a  I  i s t  o f  cu l t i va rs  c lass f i ed  by  co lou r  and  he igh t  and  a  se lec ted  I  i s t  o f  hea the r
comp i  l ed  by  the  ed i  t o r  f rom the  a lphabe t i ca l  I  i s t .

OEJECT OF TRIAL

T o  e x a m i n e  t h e  g r o w i n g  h a b i t  o f  m o s t  h e a t h e r  c u l t i v a r s  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  ' l n  c u l t i v a t i o n '  b e i n g
de f i ned  as 'appear ing  i n  a  l { u rse rymans  ca ta logue  o r  i n  a  pub l i shed  tex tbook

Records  were  kep t  o f  he igh t ,  sp read ,  f l ower ing  season ,  l eng th  o f  f l ower ing  sp i ke ,  f o l  i age  co lou r ,
hab i  t  and  amoun t  o f  f l ower .

S I T E  O F  T R I A L

A  h a l f  a c r e  f i e l d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  n u r s e r y  o f  t h e  l { o r t h e r n  l | o r t i c u l t u r a l ' S o c i e t y ' s  0 a r d e n  a t  } | a r l o w
Car ,  Har roga te ,  Yo rksh i  re .

ASPECT

Sou th  wes t  f ac ing  s lope  o f  i  i n  20  4g0 f t .  above  sea leve l .

s0rL cor{0tTtoi ls

Heavy Loam
Bot tom o l  s lope 4 .5pH
Cent re  o f  s lope 5 . tp l t
Top o f  s lope 6 .zp | |

I{EATI|ER C0il0tTtot{S

li lax. Tenrp. l i | in. Temp. Annual Sunshine
R a i n f a l  I  h o u r s

{'c r'c n/n
l g i l  2 3  - 1 2  0 1 2 .  I  1 3 6 l
lg72 25.2 -12.2 680.5 t2A2
l g 7 3  2 7 . 1  - 1 3  0 0 6 . 0  1 3 6 9
lg74 21 .4  -5 .0  883.2  1361
1975 30.4 -5.  I  412,3 1.555

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r s  y { a s  n o  s a v s r E  w i n t a f  d u r i n g  t h a  t r i a l  s o  t h a  h a r d i n e s s  o f  p l a n t s  v t a s
n o t  f u l l y  t e s t e d .

EFFECTS OF PLAIITII{C UI{OER TREES

A  l a r g e  B e e c h  T r e e  w a s  s i t u a t a d  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s l o p r  a n d  t h o s e  c u l t i v a r s  p l a n t s d  n a a r  i t  w a r e
s tun ted  in  g rowth ,  thesE are  re fEr red  to  in  tha  resu l  ts .

[|ETI{OO OF PLAilTIIIO

A s  t a r  I  s  p o s s o b l e  p l a n t s  r r s f e  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h a r  b y  s p a c i e s  a n d  p l a n t e d  i n  d o u b l e  r c w s  a c r o s s  t h e
s l o p e  w i t h  a  p a t h  b e t w e e n  e a c h  p a i  r  o f  d o u b l a  r o w s .  F i v e  o f  a . a c h , m a i n l y  o n e  y e a t  o l d  c o n t a i n e r
g r o t t n  p l a n t s  w e r e  p l a n t e d  a t  c e n t r e s  w h i c h  a l l o w a d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o o m  f o r  a x a m i n a t i o n ,
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The  p lan t i ng  d i s tances  were : -

inch Centres Tree heaths
inch  Cen t res  | { i n te r  l l ower ing  hyb r ids

La r fe  ca l  l una  vu lga r i s
Er i  ca vagans
E r i c a  e r i g e n a

24  inch  Cen t res  E r i ca  te t ra l  i x
0abo ec i  a
La rge  e r i ca  c ine rea
E r i c a  c i l i a r i s
E r i ca  ca rnea
Er i ca  spec ies

l8 inch Centres Smal  I  ca l  luna vu lgar is
Smal  I  Er  i  ca c inerea

T h e  p l a n t s  w e r e  l a b e l l e d  w i t h  f l e r i b l e  p l a s t i c  l a b e l s  u s i n g  E x c e l l e x  i n k  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  l a b e l s
rema ined  readab le  fo r  seve ra l  yea rs .  l l i r e ,  sp i ra l  end ,  l abe l  ho lde rs  w i th  a  l ong  sp i ke  were  used
to ensure that  they were not  d is turbed by the e lernents.

l l o  f e r t i l i ze r ,  pea t ,  sand  o r  compos t  was  added  to  the  so i l  on  p lan t i ng ,  ne i the r  t t e re  the  p lan ts
a r t i f i c i a l l y  w a t e r e d  a t  a n y  t i m e .  A  f e r r  p l a n t s  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a n d  t h e s e , r e r e

rep laced  f  rom s tock .  0n l y  one  p lan t  has  d ied  as  a  resu l t  o f  t he  l ack  o f  wa te r  du r ing  the  sumers
o f  l g iS  and  1976 .

YERI Fl CATl0l{ 0F l{Al'l ll{G

0ur ing  1972  and  1973  the  names  0 f  each  g roup  0 f  p lan ts  were  ve r i f i ed  by  a  team o f  acknow ledged'expe r t s  l hen  each  g roup  0 f  p lan ts  ne re  75 /o  f l o re r i ng .  Ya r ie t i es  de f i n i t e l y  w rong ly  named  were
temoved rh i ls t  o thers,  notably  l f in ter  Beauty and t l rs .  0 .  F.  l i laxre l l  were noted as suspect  but  le f t
for  conf i  rmat ion when the resul  ts  were co l  la ted.

RECOROS

The  fo l l ow ing  reco rds  were  kep t  f o r  t he  yea rs  l g7 l ,  1972 ,  1973 ,  l g74  and  l g7 i .

SIZE-Height  and spread.  Measured annual  ly  dur ing ihe f i  rs t  week in  September,  Tr immed and
unt i l |nmed srzes ' ' |ere recorded seperate ly .  ln  both cases an averagFwas taken and
recorded.  Readings were taken in  cent imetres.

(T [e  da tes  p r i n ted  fo r  f l ower ing
per iod  a re  the  mean  o f  t he  fou r
yea rs  I  rom the f  i  rs t  show o f
co lour  to  mid fade on untr inmed
p l a n t s )

IS{8TH (lF FIOI{ERIIIG SPIKE

The length of  the f lower ing sp ike was measured uhenTSt fu l ly  b l00med,  th is  be ing the most  comtnon
sp ike  l eng th ,  ne i the r  t he  l onges t  no r  t he  sho r tes t .

F[)LI AOE Ct)TOUR SREEil

The  fo l  i age  co lou r  o f  a l l  p lan ts  was  no ted  and  the  co lou r  compared  w i th  a  s tandard  range  0 f  co lou rs
ag reed  be tween  nembers  o f  t he  reco rd ing  team.  i l o  a t tempt  was  made  to  reco rd  fo l  i age  co lou rs
acco rd i  ng to  the R.  H.  S.  Co I  ou r  Cha r  t .

F(}LIAGI C{lLOUR REIIiYELLOI{,'ORAI{GTBROIIZE

Regular  notes were taken of  changes in  fo l iage co lour  so that  the main changes could be quoted for
Spt ing,  Sunrner ,  Autumn,  f f in ter .

72
36

FL(]I{ER C{)LOUR

Da ie  o f  f i  r s t  show o f  co lou r .
0ate of  75/ ,  b loomed.
0ate begin ing to  fade.
0ate fu l  ly  faded.
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FLOWER Ct]LOUR

The  R .H .S .  Co lou r  Char t  was  used  fo r  no t i ng  f l ower  co lou r .  The  R .H .S .  recommended  me thod  o f  co lou r
m a t c h i n g  w a s  u s e d .  i . e .  a  f l o r e t  w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  f i v . e  p l a n t s  w h i c h  w a s  a  f a i  r
r e 0 r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a l  l  t h e  f l o w e r s .  T h e s e  w e r e  l a b e l  l e d  a n d  e x a m i n e d  b y  t w o  r e c o r d e r s  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  h u t  b y  d a y l  i g h t  t h r o u g h  a  n o r t h  f a c i n g  w i n d o w ,  c o m p a r i n g  w i t h  t h e R . | | . S .

Cha r  t .

i l o  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  t o  n o t e  t h e  f l 0 r e t  c 0 l o u r  o n  t h e  g r o w i n g  p l a n t  o r  t 0  a s s e s s  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  t h e
w h o l e  p l a n t .  T h i s  c h a n g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f l o w e r i n g  s e a s o n  a n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  I  i g h t ,  a n d  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d
imposs i .b le  to  reco rd  accu ra te l y .

TRltt i l l i lG

T h s  c e n t r e  t h r e e  p l a n t s  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  0 f  f i v e  w e r e  t r i m m e d  u s i n g  h a n d  s h e a r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g
s f  e a c h  y e a r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  p l a n t s - w e r e  i n  f l o w e r ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  t r i m m i n g  w a s  d e l a y e d  u n t t  l  a f t e r

. t he  l l ower ing  season .

AI'|(}UIIT OF FLOu|ER ANO GAROEN IIORTHINESS

the garden wor th iness assessment  was made dur ing 1974 and 1975 by group agreement  af ter  consider . ing

f lowir  co lour ,  amount  of  f lower  and appearance,  both t r inmed and untr inrned.

ACI$10$,LEI)G$lElftS

T h e  H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y  w i s h e s  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  e l f o r t s  o f  a l  I  w h o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  t r i a l s
and  espec ia l  l y  t he  fo l  l ow ing .
i l r . J .P .A rd ron  a  V i ce  P res iden t  o l  t he  Hea the r  Soc ie t y ,  who  conce ived  the  i dea  and  whose  ene rgy  and
en thus iasm b rough t  i t  i n to  be ing .
T h e  l l o r t h e r n  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i E t y  t o r  t h e  l o a n  o f  t h e  g r o u n d .  a n d  f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v r d e d
The  pas t  and  p resen t  Super in tenden ts  and  ga rden ing  s ta f f  o f  t he  N .H .S .  who  have  he lped  i n  a  p rac t i c
- a l  w a y .
The  Hea the r  Soc ie t y  Counc i  l ,  f o r  encou tagemen t  and  suppor t .
A l  I  who  have  p rov ided  p lan ts .
The  Hea the r  Soc ie t y  members  who  have  taken  pa r t  i n  weed ing  and  o the r  p rac t i ca l  wo rk .
The  name ve r i f i ca t i on  team,  wh ich  was  d ram f rom the  fo l l ow ing  expe r t  hea the r  g towers :

B r ian  P roud ley  Foxho l  l ow  Hea the rs  F rank  Hamer  Sunny  Moun t  l { u rse r ies
Jenn i  l e r  Ya tes )  Tab ramh i  |  |  Gardens  A .Annabe l  Sp r ingwood  Nurse r ies
Geo f f rey  Ya tes )

The  reco rd ing  team who  have  s tuck  to  the i r  t ask  i n  a l  I  wea the ts .
Nr i 'N '  Baxter  [ { rs '  V '  Coooer  | i l rs '  P '  Graham l | rs '  A 'Macaul  ay l i rs '  0 '  Boyd
l r | r s . J .6ou ld ing  f r t r s .P .Ha ley  | t | r .W.B .B lackburn  | | | r .V .Russ
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FLOTIER II{G

clR0Ei l  L0RTHl l{Ess

L I S T  O F  A B E R E Y I A T I O I { S

H g t .  H e i g h t  i n  5  Y e a r s
S p r .  S p r e a d  i n  5  Y e a r s

A l  I  m e a s u r e m e n t s  i n  c e n t i t t t e t r e s  ( c l n )

T h e  I  i  r s t  t h r e e  l e t t e r s  o f  e a c h  m o n t h  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d .

E . J u l .  E a r l y  J u l y
t . J u l  t i d  J u l y
[ .  l u l .  L a t e  l u l y

0 .  0 u t s t a n d i n g
E .  E r c e l l e n t
Y . 8 .  Y e r y  G o o d
G. 0ood
F . 8 .  F a i r l y  G o o d
F .  F a i r
P .  Poo r

H . S o c  H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y  C o l o u r  C h a r t
R . H . S .  R o y a l  H o r t i c u l  t u r a l  S o c i e t y  C o l o u r  C h a r t

CtlLOUR

A L P H A B E T I C A L  L I S T .

c0r{ TEr{Ts
page s

C a l l u n a  Y u l g a r i s .  i  t c  1 9
0 a b o e c i a  . . . . . . . . . 2 0
f r i c a  C a r n e a  . . . . 2 1  t o  2 3
E r i c a  C i l i a r i s .  . . . . . . . . 2 4
E r i c a  C i n e r e a .  . . . ? 5  t o  2 9 .
E r  i c a  H y b r  i d s  l f  i n t e r .  .  . . .  .  .  . 3 0
E r i c a H y b r i d s  S u n m e r .  . . . . . . . 3 1
E r i c a  E r i g e n a .  . . . . . . . . . t 2
E r i c a  T e t r a l i r .  . . 3 3  t o  3 4
E r i c a  Y a g a n s .  . . . . 3 5  t o  3 6
T r e e  H e a t h s .  . . . . . 3 7

TREATMENT
T. Trirnmed Every Year
U.T. Untrimmed
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The  s tudy  o l  t he  a lphabe t i ca l  l i s t  shows  tha t  i n  t he  case  o f  E r i ca  e r i gena  and  E r i ca  da r leyens i s  an
annua l  t r im  reduces  the  l eng th  o f  l l ower ing  sp i kes  and  i n  th i s  case  i nd i v idua l  g ro f i e rs  r i l l  have  to
choose  be tween  ovs ra l  I  appearance  o r  l onge r  f l ower ing  sp i kes .

t t r e t h e r  t o  t r i m  i n  Y r i n t e r  0 r  e e r l y  s p r i n g  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  f l o w e r i n g  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  t a s t e ,
the  impor tan t  po in t  i s  t ha t  i t  shou ld  be  done  and  regu la r l y .

GARI]E}I T(}RTHIilESS
I h e  t r i a l  n a s  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s t u d y i n g  3 0 3  c u l t i v a r s  g r o n i n g  u n d e r  i d e n t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a t t h e
s a m e  t i m e  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  g a r d e n  w o r t h i n e s s  0 f  e a c h  p l a n t  i n  c o t n p a r i s o n  r i t h  t h e  r e s t .  l t
shou ld  be  po in ted  ou t  ho rcve r  t ha t  t he  resu l t s  app ly  t0  p lan ts  g rown  a t  Har lo r  Car  Har roga te .
Y o r k s h i r e  d u r i n g  l g T l - 1 9 7 5  a n d  t h a t  i f  p l a n t s  r e r e  g r o w n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e y  m a y  h a v e
d i f f e r i n g  h a b i t s .

H o r e v e r  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  I e s u l t s  n r a y  r e l  I  b e  u s e l u l  l y  u s e d  f o r  c o m p a r i n g  0 n e  p l r n t
r i t h  a n o t h e r  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n .  F o r  i n s t a n c c  E n c a  c i n e r e a  S t e p h e n  l } a v i s  o r  E r i c a  r i g s h s
F i d d l e s t o n e  m a y  h a v e  a  d i f f e r e n t  h a b i t  i n  t h e  S o u t h  l l e s t  o l  [ n g l a n d  b u t  E r i c a  c i n e r e a  K n a p h i l l
P i n k  o r  E r i c a  y a g a n s  l l r s .  0 . F .  l l a r w e l t  n i l l  v e r y  l i k e l y  d i f f e r  i n  a  s i m i l a r  H a y  s 0  t h a t  i f  a
s i n i l a r i t y  w a s  n 0 t e d  i n  H a r r o g a t e ,  l h e  s a m e  s i m i l a r i t y  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  n o t e d  i n  P e n z a n c e .
I n  d r a r i n g  u p  a  s e l e c t e d  l i s t  o l  E r r c a  c i n e r e a  a n d  E r i c a  c a r n e a  t h e  t r h o l e  c o l o u r  s p e c t r u m  h a s
been  cons ide red  and  to  do  th i s  some cu l t i va rs  c lass i f i ed  as  Y .E .  and  G .  have  been  inc luded  bu ton l y
the best  in  each co lou{  group have been used.

l l o  c r a n g e ' r e d  c a l i u n a  c u l t i v a r s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  a s  o u t s t a n d i n g .  T h i s  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  b e c a u s e
r h i l s t  t h e s e  c u l t r v a r s  a r e  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  a s  o n e  a n d  t i l o  y e a r  0 l d  p l a n t s  t h e y  o n l y  m a i n t a i n
t h e i r  a t t r a c t i y e n e s s  i f  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  r s  p a i d  t o  p l a n t i n g  t h e m  i n  a c i d  s 0 i l ,  f u l l  s u n  a n d
a n  a n n u a l  c a r e l u l  r e m o v a l  o f  d e a d  l l o r i e r s  a n d  l o l  i a g e  w h i c h  i s  s h o r i n g  s i g n s  o f  b e c o m i n g  r o o d y .
Those  who  a re  n0 t  p repa red  to  take  th i s  amoun i  o l  ca re  may  we l  I  be  adv i sed  to  seek  fo l  i age  c0 lou r
I  ron other  spec i  es.

E r i c a  t e t r a l i r  a n o  t r r c a  c i l i a r i s  r e r e  n 0 t  v e r y  g o o d  i n  t h e  t r r a l  a s  t h e  r e m a r k s  i n  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c a l
l i s t  i n d r c a t e ,  b u t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  g r o r  n a t u r a l l y  i n  m o i s t  a r e a s  0 l
moor land  and  i f  t hese  condr t i ons  can  be  c rea ted  the  resu l t s  can  be  more  a t t rac t iYe .

I t  i s  s i g n r  f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  0 l d  v a r i e t i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  u p  t t e l  I  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  i n t r o d u c e d
r e c e n t l y  a n d  a c c l a t m e d  a s  ' C h o i c e ' .  l l  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  p u b l  i c a t i o n  r i  I  l '  g i v e  t h e  o l d e r
va r i  e t  i es  the  pub l  r  c r  t y  t hey  dese rve .

ilEEO MNTROL
Because  o f  t he  fea r  t ha t  chemica l  reed  k i l l e r s  may  have .  a l f ec ted  the  g row ing  p lan ts  to  the  de t r imen t
0 f  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  a l  I  r e e d i n g  r a s  d o n e  b y  h a n d .  S t a m o x o n e ,  r a s  s p r a y e d  o n t o  t h e  p a t h s  r i t h i n  a
r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  c f  t h e  p l a n t s  o n  a  f e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  s o r n e  s c 0 r c h i n g  o f  t h e  o u t e r  t o i  i a g e  r a s
e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  i s o l a t e d  p l a n t s .

S ince  reco rd ing  was  d i scon t i nued  on  then :a ;0 r i t y  0 f  p lan ts ,Casaron  G . ,a  g ranu la r  p re -emergence  reed
k i l l e t  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s e d  0 n  o n e  d o u b l e  r o r  o f  C a l l u n a  v u l g a r i s  n i t h  n o  d e t r i n r e n t  t o ' t h e
e s t a b l i s h e d  p l a n t s .  T h i s  m e t h o d  o f  t r e a t n e n t  i s  t o  b e  e i t e n d e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  c f  t h e  t r i a l  a r e a  i n
r977.

U[IOEi lTI  FI  IO VARI ETIES
l s  a  s i d e  i s s u e  o l  t h e  t r i a l  t l r e  f a c t  t h a i  a  n u m b e r  o f  p o p u l a r  v a r i e t i e s  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  m i s n a n r e d
r a s  h i g h - l  i g h t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y .

:
Er i  ca vagans trs. [ l .  F. i laxwel I

I he  who le  o f  t he  Backhouse  va r ie t i es
o f  E t  i ca  Carnea

I t  i s  n o w  q u i t e  c E r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  t r i a l  l a b e l l e d  E r i c a  c a r n e a  f l i n t e r  B e a u t y  a n d  l ( r n g
G e o r g e  a r e  n 0 t  t r u e . t o  n a n t e ,  s i m i l a r l y  t h e  B a c k h o u s e  c o l l e c t i o n  o l  c a r n e a s  a r e  s u s p e c t .

E r i ca  ca rnea

Er i ca  ca rnea

I { i n te r  Eeau ty

l( ing Geo rge
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I t l u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  E r i c a  c a r n e a  l { i n t e r  B e a u t y  a n d  l { i n g  S e o r g e  a n d  i t ,  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  n a n y
c o n t i n e n t a l  g r o w e r s  c o n s i d e r  t h e m  a s  i d e n t i c a l .  T h i s  i s  n o t  s 0 ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e y  i l e r e  0 r i g i n a l  l y
d i s t i n c t  a s  i s  c l e a r l y  a n d  i r r e v o c a b l y  s h o w n  i n  t h e  l g l l  c a t a l o g u e  o f  C . J . B a c k h o u s e  o f  y o r k  w h o
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  ' R i c h a r d  P o t t e r '  c o l  l e c t i o n  o f  E r i c a  c a r n e a  t o  c o m m e n t n t o r a t e  t h e  c o r o n a t i o n  o f
K i n g  G e o r g e  Y  a n d  0 u e e n  l r | a r y  i n  l g l l .  I h i s  c a t a l o g u e  p r i n t s  c o l o u r e d  p i c t u r e s  a n d  a  d e s c r i p t i o n
o f  e a c h  c u l t i v a r  a n d  t h e  o n e  c o p y  w h i c h  i s  k n o r r n  t o  e x i s t  i s  i n  t h e  L i n C l e y  L i b r a r y  i n  L o n d o n .
T h e  d e s c r i  l t i o n s  u s e d  a n d  t h e  c o l o u r e d  p i c t u r e s  p r i n t e d  s h o w  a  d e t i n i t e  d i f f e r e n c e - b e t w e e n  l ( i n g
G e o r g e  a n d  | Y i n t e r  B e a u t y .  T h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e  s o  t h a t  o t h e r s  l n a y  c h e c k  t h e i i
p l a n t s  w l t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l s .

THE RICHARD POf iER COLLEdTION OF ERICA CARNEA
Introduced by C.  J .  Backhouse of  York lg l  I

\

T h e  H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y  i n t e n d  t o  c o l l e c t  t o g e t h e r  e x a m p l e s  o f  e a c h  c u l t i v a r  s o  t h a t  e v e n t u a i l y  t h e y
c a n  t l e c l a r e  w r t h  c o n f i d e n c e  w h i c h  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  c l o n e .

A  s i m i l a i ' s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  e x i s t s  n i t h  E r i c a  Y a g a n s  t t r s . 0 . F . l r | a r w e l l ,  w h i c h  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  a
l l o w e r  c o l o u r  r n o r e  n e a r  E r i c a  Y a g a n s  F i d d l e s t o n e  t h a n  S t . l ( e v e r n e  a s  i n  t h e  t r i a l  r e s u l t s .  T n e
| | | e t n o r y  o f  P . S . P a t r i c k  w a s  u s e d  t o  t r a c k  d o w n  a  v e r y  e a r l y  p l a n t i n g  o f  l t | r s . 0 . F . l t l a x w e l l  r r h i c h i s  m o r e
l i k e l y  t 0  b e  t r u e  t o  n a m e  t h a n  m o d e r n  s t o c k s .  C u t t i n g s  0 f f  t h i s  p l a n t r n g  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  a n d  t h e

.  resu l  t s  w i  I  l  be  pub l  i shed  i n  due  cou rse .

FUTURT PLA|IS
I t  i s  r n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  s t a r t e d  a t  H a r l o v r  C a r  w r  |  |  c o n t i n u e  a n C  t h a t  t h i s  p u b l  i c a t i o n  w i  I  I  b e
u p d a t e d  a s  n t o r e  i n l o r m a t i o n  b e c o m e s  a v a r  l a b l e ,  a n d  t o  t h i s  e n d  i t  r s  h o p e d  t h a t  H e a t h e r  S o c i e t y
membets  and  nu rse rymen  w i l l  he lp  by  l oca t i ng  and  dona t rng  p lan ts  whrch  have  no t  been  reco rded .  Such
p l a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  o n e  y e a r  o l d ,  c o n t a r n e r  g r o r r n ,  c l e a r l y  l a b e l l e d  w i t h  s o u r c e  o f  o r i g i n  a n d  a p p e a r  o n
t h e  l r s t  0 i  U n r e c o r d e d  C u l t i v a r s .  T h r e e  p l a n t s  o f  e a c h  a r e  r e q u i r e d

Ihey  shou ld  be  sen t  t o : H e a t h e r  S o c r e t y  ( T e c h n i c a l  S e r v r c e )
1 3 9 ,  S w i n s t o n  H r  |  |  R o a d

0 r n n r n g t o n
S h e f f i e l d

s3r  7RY

t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t r v a r s  | | e r e  a u t h e n t l c .  r e a d i n g s  c 0 r r e c t  a n 0
o f  t h e  r e s u l t s , b u t  i n  a n  u n d e r t a k r n g  o f  t h t s  r n a g n r t u d e  t h e r e  t s  a

wou ld  we lcome se r ious  co rnmen t .

Note:
NOT ALL CULTIVARS SURVIVED THE EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS OF 1976/77
but further results wil l be found in THE HEATHER SOCIETY YEAR BOOK, in particular the 1982 edition.

CULTI VAR

|( ing Seorge Y
0ueen |,|a ry
P r i n c e  o f  l l a l e s
0ueen  o f  Spa in
l|  r s. Sam 0oncaste r
l l r n te r  Eeau ty

C.  J .  Eackhouse
Praeco r  Rubra
Prnk  Pear  I
J ames Backhouse

S r a c i  I  i  s

F 9 0 n a (

l n  t he  t r i a l  eve ry  e f fo r t  t r as  n taoe
t h e  p r  i n t i n g  a  t r u e  r n t e r p r e t a t i o n
p o s s i b r l r t y  o f  e r r o r .  T h e  e d i t c r

FLOI{ER COLOUR

itadder  Carmine or  Purp le Suf fused Carmine
Pure  pa l  e  ca rm ine  p ink ,  pa l  e  p ink  a t  base
S o f t  g r e y  p i n k
Pure  madder  p ink
l i l idd le shade of  Rose Carmine
Pa le  l t a l  i an  P ink  Su f fused  l l os t  de l  i ca te
Grey ,  P rnk  a t  Base
B lush  wh i  t e  w i  t h  de l  i ca te  su f l us ion  o l  g rey
R ich  Rose  Carm ine  Se l  f  t i ps
S l u s h  P i n k  s l  i g h t l y  p a l e r  a t  B a s e
P a l e  m a d d e r  o i n k  w i t h  d e l i c a t e  s u f l u s r o n
of  tawn
I  t a l  i an  p ink  beconr ing  pa le  to ra rds  Base

RETARKS

l lark  brown t  ips
B u r n t  S i e n n a  t i p s
R i c h  b r o w n  t i p s
l {adder  Brorn t  ips
B u r n t  S i e n n a  t i p s
Burn t  S ienna  t i ps

0eepest l larjder Brown t ips

R ich  i l adde r  E rcwn  t i ps

0a rk  Brown t  i  ps
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SU}'{I.IARY OF S IM I LAR CULT I VARS

l n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  c u l t i v a r s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  f l o n e r  c o l o u r ,  f l o w e r i n g

s e a s Q n  a n d  s i z e  s o  t h a t  t h o s e  r i  t h  s i m i  l a r  c h a r a c t e t i s t i c s  c a n  b e

r e a d i  l y  c o m p a r e d .  l t  i s  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o r a r d s  a g r e e i n g  o n  a  I  i s t
o f  c u l t i v a r s  o f  m e r i t

COilTENTS

CA LtUI{A YULGAR I S
Pa ge
1 5
16

4E
11

17
41 18
19

19

19 to 52

5 0  t o  5 2

l f h i t e  s i n g l e  f  l o w e r  g r e e n  f o l i a g e
t h i t e  d o u b l e  f  l o r e r  g r e e n  f o l i a g e

[ h i t e  s i n g l e  f  l o r e r  g r e e n  f o l i a g e
y e l l o r  t i p s
l l h i t e  s i n g l e  f  l o r e r  y e l l o t  f o l i a g e

l l h i t e  d o u b l e  f  l o t e r  y e l l o n  f  o l . i a g e
C o l o u r e d  s i n g l e  l l o w e r  g r e e n  f o l  i a g e

C o l o u r e d  d o u b l e  f l o r e t  g r e e n  f o l  i a g e

C o l o u r e d  s i n g l e  f  l o r e r  g r e y ,  g r e y -
g r e e n  o r  p u r p l e  f o l i a g e

C o l o u r e d  s i n g l e  f l o r e r  g r e e n  f o l  i a g e
o r a n g e  r e d  t i p s  o r  f l e c k s

C o l o u r e d  s i n g l e  f l o t e t  y e l  l o f ,  o r

o  r  a n g e  r e d  f o  I  i  a g e

ERrCA Crhi lEr
ERICT CI I IEREA
ER I CT ER I GEI{A
ERICT OARLEYEI IS IS
ER I CA YTGAI{S

0 t h e r  s p e c i e s  h a v e  s o  l e r  c u l  t i v a r s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  b e
i n  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c a l  l i s t

53
54
56
56
57

to  54
to  56

to  58

r e a d i  l y  c o m p a r e d
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HEATHER TRIALS 1976.81

In 1976 the Heather Society published "Heather Trials 1971-75" which contained the results of five years
measurements and observations on 303 cultivars, grown on the heather trials field at Harlow Car. That
report mentioned a further 92 cultivars which were planted during 1975 and 1976 and for which no
recordings had then been taken. This supplement contains the data collected over six years 0n 74 of the
previously unrecorded cultivars.

The site, methods and obiectives of the trials were the same as those of 1971-5 and are described in the
original report.

The results in this supplement differ from those in the original report in two details. Fintly, they are only
from trimmed plants. Secondly, as a result of unfortunate losses, in several cases, recordings are of one plant
only.

WEATHEB CONDITIONS

Unfortunately full weather data are only available for the first three years of the trial.

1976

1977

1 978

Max. Temp.

oc

29.4

26.2

26.2

Min. Temp.

oc

..5.6

-7.1

-t 3.4

Annual

Rainfalt

mm

73't.2

755.5

753.7

Sunshine

Hours

1370.3

|  318.8

t  197.5

It should be remembered that, despite the annual rainfall figure for 1976, prolonged drought was
experienced during that summer.

During the first three months of 1979 temperatures below zero were recorded on 67 days, and on trree
days they fell to -13"G. For most of that time there was a complete covering of snow 0n the plants.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Heather Society wishes to acknowledge the efforts of all who have. contributed to the trials. Special thanks
are due to the Northern Horticultural Society for the loan of the ground and for the facilities provided,
the past and present Superintendens and gardening staff of the N.H.S. who have helped in practical
vrnyi, all who have provided plants and the members of the recording and weeding teams who have worked
so diligently throughout the eleven years of the trials.

June 1983
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