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FOREWORD

By John P.Ardron.
Vice President of the Heather Society

The Harlow Car Heather Project was established in November 1966, when the council of the Northern
Horticultural Society endorsed the plan submitted by the Heather Society to combine in the creation
of a comprehensive Heather Garden. Alongside this endeavour, we planned to conduct trials to compare
and record every authentically named heather we could secure

Heather Society members from the North and Midlands contributed plants and cuttings which were then
propagated by the Harlow Car staff. This resulted in securing about 4,000 plants by 1968 - but with
nowhere to put them, and they had to remain in the nursery. There the stronger growers tended to
suppress the dwarfs and cinereas and this made recording very difficult

- No one to blame; it was a freak storm 15 miles wide which wrought havoc throughout the garden in
July 1968. Plants were flattened and even labels smashed by the large jagged hailstones which dented
car bodies and stripped the leaves from great trees. .

The garden staff faced a formidable task to restore the 50 acres of Harlow Car and inevitably, the
final construction of the rock garden site for the heathers was delayed. Indeed, with all the extra
work we were fortunate to have the-bulk of the heathers planted out for display in the main garden
in August 1970. Not the best month but thé Sarlng had been hupeless owing to the weather which had
brought flcods and turned the site into a quagmlra .

After all these delays and frustrations,we virtually started anew in 1971:this time on the half acre
meadow, newly ploughed, wherein over 300 varieties were well spaced to give recording access (but as
it proved, giving such ample space for weed growth, the soil being full of seed and how they grew
after any shower!).

The rest of the story is to ask you to imagine the hundreds of hours spent by our members of the
Recording Team, working fortnightly in rain or shine or wind. Not a run ot the mill task but the

meticulous checking and recording details of the growth habit, height, spread, colour and flowering

duration of all those heathers throughout the year; plus the |abel|nng, trimming, and cuntrol of
the records. all this was done quite voluntarily.

The project was financed almost entirely by Bring and Buy sales of plénts at Group Meetings and from -
members donations. The cost of the hut was financed from the legacy left to us by the late Fred -
Chapple, of grateful memory.

Elsewhere our thanks are expressed to the many who have combined to carry out this big undertaking
which, be it known, has been marked throughout with rich friend!liness and good humour. But the one
important detail not recorded is the debt of gratitude and thanks we owe to Peter Yickers for
undertaking the task of editorship,ss intiicate and time consuming. With infinate patience and
meticulous care he has brought into focus the findings of an investigation which we are told is
unique in the annals of horticulture.

Autumn 1978. John P.Ardron.
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HEATHER SOCIETY TRIALS 1871 - 75
EDITORIAL NOTE

The report is in two parts. First a brief description of how the recordings were taken and a |ist
of results in alphabetical order.(This was the work of the recording team and has not been edited. )

Second, comments, a list of cultivars classfied by colour and height and a selected list of heather
compiled by the editor from the alphabetical |ist.

OBJECT OF TRIAL

To examine the growing habit of most heather cultivars in cultivation. 'In cultivation' being
defined as “appearing in a Nurserymans catalogue or in a published texthbook

Records were kept of height, spread, flowering season, length of flowering spike, foliage colour,
- habit and amount of flower.

SITE OF TRIAL

A half acre field adjacent to the nursery of the Northern Horticultural Society’s Garden at Harlow
Car, Harrogate, Yorkshire.

ASPECT

South west facing slope of 1-in 20 430ft. above seaievel.
SOIL CONDITIONS

Heavy Loam

Bottom of siope 4. 5pH

Centre of slope 5.1pH

Top of slope 6. 2pH

WEATHER CONDITIONS

Max. Temp. Min. Temp. Annual Sunshins
Rainfall hours
*C *t m/m

1871 25 -12 812.1 1381
1872 25,2 -12.2 §80.% 1282
1973 Al -13 §06.0 1389
1974 25.4 -5.0 883.2 1364
1975 30.4 =501 472.3 11555

I't should be noted that there was no severs winter during the trial so the hardiness of plants was
not fully tested.

EFFECTS OF PLANTING UNDER TREES

A large Besch Tree was situated at the bottom of the siope and those cultivars planted near it were
stunted in growth, thesa are referred to in the results.

METHOD OF PLANTING
As far3s possoble plants were grouped together by species and planted in double rcws across the

slope with a path bstween each pair of double rows. Five of sach,mainly one year old container
grown plants were planted at centres which allowed sufficient room for examination.
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The planting distances were;-

72 inch Centres Tree heaths

36 inch Centres Winter flowering hybrids
Large calluna vulgaris
Erica vagans
Erica erigena

24 inch Centres Erica tetralix
Daboecia
Large erica cinerea
Erica ciliaris
Erica carnea
Erica species

18 inch Centres Small calluna vulgaris
Small Erica cinerea

The plants were labelled with flexible plastic labels using Excellex ink to ensure that the labe!s
remained readable for several years. Wire, spiral end, label holders with a long spike were used
to ensure that they were not disturbed by the elements. :

No fertilizer, peat, sand or compost was added to the soil on planting, neither were the plants

artificially watered at any time. A few plants died during the first year and these .were
replaced from stock. Only one plant has died as a result of the lack of water during the summers -
of 1875 and 19785.

VERIFICATION OF NAMING

During 1872 and 1973 the names of each group of plants were verified by a team of acknowl edged
"experts when each group of plants were 75% flowering. Varieties definitely wrongly named were
removed whilst others, notably Winter Beauty and Mrs. D. F. Maxwell were noted as suspect but left
for confirmation when the results were collated.

RECORDS
The following records were kept for the years 1971, 1872, 1973, 1974 and 1975.
SIZE - Height and spread. Measured annually during the first week in September, Trimmed and

untrimmed sizes were recorded seperately. |n both cases an averages was taken and
recorded. Readings were taken in centimetres.

FLOWER COLOUR 4 _
Date of first show of colour. (The dates printed for flowering

Date of 75% bloomed. period are the mean of the four
Date begining to fade. years from the first show of
Date fully faded. colour to mid fade on wuntrimmed
plants) =

LENGTH OF FLOWERING SPIKE

The length of the flowering spike was measured when 75% fully bloomed, this being the most common
spike length , neither the longest nor the shortest.

FOLIAGE COLOUR GREEN

The foliage colour of all plants was noted and the colour compared with a standard range of calours
agreed between members of the recording team. No attempt was made to record foliage colours
according to the R.H.S. Colour Chart.

FOLIAGE COLOUR RED/YELLOW/ORANGE/BRONZE

Regular notes were taken of changes in foliage colour so that the main changes could be quoted for
Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter.
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FLOWER COLOUR

The R.H.S. Colour Chart was used for noting flower colour. The R.H.S. recommended method of colour
matching was used. i.e. a floret was removed from one of the five plants which was a fair
representation of all the flowers. These were labelled and examined by two recorders working
together in the recording hut by daylight through a north facing window, comparing with theR.H.S.
Chart.

No attempt was made to note the floret colour on the growing plant or to assess the colour of the
whole plant. This changes during the flowering season and in different light, and was considered
impassible to record accurately.

TRIMMING

- The centre three plants of each group of five were trimmed using hand shears in the early spring
of each year, unless the plants were in flower, in which case trimming was delayed until after
the flowering season.

AMOUNT OF FLOWER AND GARDEN WORTHINESS

the garden worthiness assessment was made during 1974 and 1975 by group agreement after considering
flower colour, amount of flower and appearance, both trimmed and untrimmed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Heather Society wishes to acknowledge the efforts of all who have contributed to the trials
and especially the following. :

Mr.J.P.Ardron a Vice President of the Heather Society, who conceived the idea and whose energy and
enthusiasm brought it into being. ;

The Northern Horticultural Society for the loan of the ground. and for the facilities provided

The past and present Superintendents and gardening staff of the N.H.S. who have helped in a practic
-al way.

The Heather Society Council, for encouragement and support.

All who have provided plants.

The Heather Society members who have taken part in weeding and other practical work.
The name verification team, which was drawn from the following expert heather growers:

Brian Proudley Foxho! low Heathers Frank Hamer Sunny Mount Nurseries

Jennifer Yates) Tapramhill Gardens A.Annabel Springwood Nurseries =
Geoffrey Yates)

The recording team who have stuck to their task in all weathers.

Mrs.M. Baxter Mrs. V. Cooper Mrs.P.Graham Mrs. A.Macaulay Mrs.D.Boyd
Mrs.).Goulding  Mrs.P.Haley Mr.W.B.Blackburn  Mr.V.Russ
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SIZE

FLOWERING

GARDEN WORTHINEgS

COLOUR

TREATMENT

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Hgt. Height in § Years
Spr. Spread in § Years

All measurements in centimetres (cm)

The first three letters of each month have been used.

Ebul. Early July
M. Jul Mid July
ST Late July
Qutstanding
E Excellent
V. G. Yery Good
G. Good
F.G. fairly Good
F Fair
P Poor
HESole Heather Society Colour Chart
RoHYS. Royal Horticultural Scciety Colour Chart

ALPHABETICAL LIST.

CONTENTS
pages

Gallliitna Vilganis & =, 808 .. 7 tc 18
e A A O S e 20
BTAILA CAMMEA: . cvivmies s sn s 223
Ertiiear Cill RIS, & e o omsomnoionenio vices 24
Brica Bingnea. oo 25 to 29,
Erica Hybrids Winter.  ....... 30
Erica Hybrids Summer. e e 31
Erice Erigeml. = &....on0biensus »
Erfilcar Tetralrin, % .. 0OM.... & 33 to 34
BRiCa WAEANS. ©  cowsvsvmnssimimuse a5 1o 38
Tree Heaths.  c.veiiiiiinnnnnn. 37
i Trimmed Every Year
U, Untrimmed
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The study of the alphabetical list shows that in the case of Erica erigena and Erica darleyensis an
annual trim reduces the length of flowering spikes and in this case individual growers will have to
choose between overall appearance or longer flowering spikes.

Whether to trim in winter or early spring or just after flowering is a matter for individual taste
the important point is that it should be done and regularly.

GARDEN WORTH!INESS

The trial was unique opportunity of studying 303 cultivars growing under identical conditions atthe
same time and to consider the garden worthiness of each plant in comparison with the rest. |t
should be pointed out however that the results apply to plants grown at Harlow Car Harrogate.
Yorkshire during 1971-1375 anc that if plants were grown in different conditions they may have
differing habits. '

However it is suggested that the results may well be usefully used for comparing one plant
with another in a different location. For instance Erica cinerea Stephen Davis of Erica vagans
Fiddlestone may have a different habit in the South West of England but Erica cinerea Knaphill

Pink or Erica vagans Mrs. D.F. Maxwell will very likely differ in a similar way so that if a
similarity was noted in Harrogate, 1the same similarity is likely to be noted in Penzance.

In drawing up a selected list ot Erica cinerea and Erica carnea the whole colour spectrum has
been considered anc to do this some cultivars classified as V.G. and G. have been inciuded butonly
the best in each colous group have been used.

No arange red caliuna cultivars have been recorded as outstanding. This is interesting because
whilst these cultivars are very attractive as one and two year old plants they only maintain

_their attractiveness if carefu! attention 1s paid to planting them in acid soil, full sun and
an annual careful removal of dead tlowers and foliage which is showing signs of becoming woody.
Those who are not prepared to take this amount of care may well be advised to seek foliage colour
from other species. :

Erica tetralix and Erica ciliaris were not very good in the trial as the remarks in the alphabetical
list indicate, but it should be pointed out that these species grow naturally in moist areas ot
mooriand and if these conditions can be created the results can be more attractive.

It is significant that in many cases old varieties have shown up well against those introduced
recently and acclaimed as ‘Choice’. It is hoped that this publication will give the clder
varieties the publicity they deserve.

WEED CONTROL

Because of the fear that chemical weed killers may have affected the growing plants to the detriment
of the results, all weeding was done by hand. Gramoxone, was sprayed onto the paths within a
reasonable distance of the plants on a few occasions, some scorching of the outer foiiage was
experienced on isolated plants.

Since recording was discontinued on themajority of plants,Casaron G.,2 granular pre-emergence weed
killer has been successfully used on one double row of Calluna vulgaris with no detriment to ‘the
established plants. This method of treatment is to be extended to the rest of the trial area in
1877.

UNIDENTIFIED VARIETIES

As a side issue of the trial the fact that a number of popular varieties are regularly misnamed
was high-lighted particularly.

Erica carnea Winter Beauty Erica vagans Mrs.D. F.Maxwel |

Erica carnea King George The whole of the Backhouse varieties
of Erica Carnea

It is now quite certain that the plants in the trial labellec Erica carnea Winter Beauty and King
George are not true- to name, similarly the Backhouse collection of carneas are suspect.

Page 42



Much has been written about Erica carnea Winter Beauty and King George and it-is clear that many
continental growers consider them as identical. This is not so, or at least they were originally
distinct as is clearly and irrevocably shown in the 1811 catalogue of C.J.Backhouse of York who
introduced the ‘Richard Potter’ collection of Erica carnea to commemmorate the coronation of
King George V and Queen Mary in 1911.  This catalogue prints coloured pictures and a description
of each cultivar and the one copy which is known to exist is in the Lindley Library in London.
The descri jtions used and the coloured pictures printed show a definite difference between King
George and Winter Beauty.  The descriptions are reproduced here so that others may check their
plants with the originals.

THE RICHARD POTTER COLLECTION. OF ERICA CARNEA
introduced by C.J.Backhouse of York 1911

CULTI VAR FLOWER COLOUR REMARKS

King George ¥ Madder Carmine or Purple Suffused Carmine Dark brown tips

Queen Mary Pure pale carmine pink, pale pink at base Burnt Sienna tips

Prince of Wales Soft grey pink Rich brown tips

Queen of Spain Pure madder pink Madder Brown tips

Mrs. Sam Doncaster Middle shade of Rose Carmine Burnt Sienna tips

Winter Beauty Pale Italian Pink Suffused Most delicate Burnt Sienna tips
Grey, Pink at Base

C. ). Backhouse Blush white with deficate suffusion of grey

Praecox Rubra Rich Rose Carmine Self tips Deepest Madder Brown tips

Pink Pearl Blush Pink slightly paler at Base

James Backhouse Pale madder pink with delicate suffusion Rich Madder Brown tips
of fawn

Gracilis Italian pink becoming pale towards Base Dark Brown tips

The Heather Scciety intend to collect together examples of each cultivar so that eventually they
can geclare with confidence which is the correct claone

A similar state of affairs exists with Erica Vagans Mrs.D.F.Maxwell, which is reputed to have a
flower colour more near Erica Vagans Fiddlestone than St.Keverne as in the tria! results. The
memory of P.S.Patrick was used to track down a veryearly planting of Mrs.D.F.Maxwell whichis more
likely to be true to name than modern stocks. Cuttings off this planting have been taken and the
resutts will be published in due course.

FUTURE PLANS

It is intended that the work started at Harlow Car will continue and that this publication will be
updated as more information becomes available, and to this end it is hoped that Heather Society
members and nurserymen will help by locating and donating plants which have not been recorded. Such
plants should be one year old, container grown, clearly labelled with source of origin and appear on
the list of Unrecorded Cultivars. Three plants of each are reguired

They shoulc be sent to:- Heather Society (Technical Service)
139, Swinston Hill Road
Dinnington
Sheffield
S31 TRY
ERRORS

In the trial every effort was made to ensure that the cultivars were authentic. readings correct ang
the printing a true interpretation of the results,but in an undertaking of this magnitude there is a
possitility of error. The editor would welcome serious comment.

Note:

NOT ALL CULTIVARS SURVIVED THE EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS OF 1976/77

but further results will be found in THE HEATHER SOCIETY YEAR BOOK, in particular the 1982 edition.
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SUMMARY OF SIMILAR CULTIVARS

In this section cultivars are classified by flower colour, flowering
seasqn and size so that those with similar characteristics can be

readily compared. It is also the first step towards agreeing on a |ist
of cultivars of merit

CONTENTS
CALLUNA VULGARIS
Page
White single flower green foliage 45
White double flower green foliage 48
White single flower green foliage
yeliow tips :g
White single flower yellow foliage
White double flower yellow foliage 41
Colocured single flower green foliage 47 48
Coloured double flower green foliage 49
Coloured single flower grey, grey-
green or purple foliage 49
Coloured single flower green foliage
orange red tips or flecks 43 to 52
Cocloured single flower yellow or
orange red foliage 50 to 52
ERICA CARNEA 53 to 54
ERICA CINEREA 54 to 56
ERICA ERIGENA 36
ERICA DARLEYENSIS 96
ERICA YAGANS 57 to 58

Other species have so few cultivars that they can be readily compared
in the alphabetical list
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HEATHER TRIALS 1976-81

In 1976 the Heather Society published “Heather Trials 1971-75" which contained the results of five years
measurements and observations on 303 cultivars, grown on the heather trials field at Harlow Car. That
report mentioned a further 92 cultivars which were planted during 1975 and 1976 and for which no
recordings had then been taken. This supplement contains the data collected over six years on 74 of the
previously unrecorded cultivars.

The site, methods and objectives of the trials were the same as those of 1971-5 and are described in the
original report.

The results in this supplement differ from those in the original report in two details. Firstly, they are only

from trimmed plants. Secondly, as a result of unfortunate losses, in several cases, recordings are of one plant
only.

WEATHER CONDITIONS

Unfortunately full weather data are only available for the first three years of the trial.

Max. Temp. Min. Temp. Annual Sunshine
oC oC Rainfall Hours
mm
1976 29.4 --5.6 131.2 1370.3
1977 26.2 1.1 755.5 1318.8
1978 26.2 134 153.7 1197.5

It should be remembered that, despite the annual rainfall figure for 1976, prolonged drought was
experienced during that summer. .

During the first three months of 1979 temperatures below zero were recorded on 67 days, and on three
days they fell to —13°C. For most of that time there was a complete covering of snow on the plants.
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