
BULLETIN No. 2

From the Secrelarv

We are gratified at the reception given to our first Bulletin and suggestions and
articles have come pouring in The lditor and { divlde these according to their suitability
lor Year Book or Bulletin. So Jar we have plomised two Bulletins yearly) in March and

July, Membersi Forum contr ibutions for the Bullet ins should be sent to.mq by Feb. 28th
and June 30th. Art icles for the Year Book should be sent to the Editor by August 31st-

Some good questions for the A- G.M- Brains Trust werc sentinandwil l  appear
in the Year Book,

Nomenclature A f irst set of notes eDd recommendations by the sub-comrri t tee was sent
out on May 1st, to 111any nurserymen and hort iculturists and I should l ike here to a&nowledge
with thanks the repl ies and coln]nents that came in froln both members and non-members,
Their cr i t ic islns are being carelul ly conside€d and a further set oJ reconlrnendations is being
prePared.

Visit  to i feland. Spri!g-L2o& The party wil l  be based at Rosturk Castle, MuhanyJ Co,
M-yo  f r om f - ( r e r  Mordey ,  Ap r j l  l 5 l h  t o  rne  ro l r ow ing  Suod r )  The  l e rms  r re  l 2  2  pe r
day. l{you are seriously considering joining the party) please sendto]ne Jor further detai ls
jmmediately- Ca$ are essential,  but sharcd car hire is possible,

Dates to remember. in the South.
Heather Competit ion, R H" S - August 8th

. Lectule on Cape Heaths,
Society!s Dlsplay, August 31st, Sept 1st,
Great Autumn Show, Sept- 19- 20- 21 . Tickets avai lable

A few more acceptances wanted for the two invitat ions to Mrs, Bowermanjs and SirJohn
Charl ingtonjs gardens- The S:rturday visi t  to Wisley has not been weIl  supported and
may have to be cancelled Those who haye applied wjl l  be informed.

Froln the Editor

Revettingfftir! to plevious requests, we still need black and white photograPhs.

either of individual plants, attractive heather gardens or he3the$ combined with other plants"

Have we among our membe$ 3 r'photographic expert[ who feels able to write a short article

for the Year Book o{fering advice and tips for the photographing of heathers which everyone

seems to agree is dif f icult?

One oJ our rnei lbers WAS clever enough to devise a cross'word which wil l  appeai
in due course.

The re  mu . t  be  a  number  o l  x . den t  f l owe r  - r r 3 rqe rs  among  ou r  memberJ  Can

anyone write an altic1e on this subject) slanteal tovrards lheathers; most suitable cultivars,
last ing quali t ies) ways of ananging etc?

I have staded col lect ing Hebe cult ivars (shrubby veronicas) and hope to include

an article on my (as yet limited) experience: Can anyone help with information about the

cult ivars they $ow - habit) hardiness, f lowering t ine etc?
And if you are thinking of writing an article, PLEASE do it !!]!

T H E .  H E A T H E R  S O C I E T Y

Sumrrer. 1967

o



MEMBERS' FORUM
The Futule of our Society, From Geofftey Yates

What do we members want? Our Sociefy is poised at the stage when it must grow and
it is up to the membe$ to tell the Cornmittee what they want, Heathe$ are ot the brink of
attaining g€at popularity with so much to offer the galdener in retutn for less labour than the
plants now enjoying the greatest popularitv,

In the Nottingham area several displays have been arranged at local functions with out^
standing success and nu$erymen are finding a demand for plants which many of them erc unable
to supply. Speeking to some of these ,,non-heather' t  nurserymen one gets the impression that
they have never heard of Heathers,

Your Socie ty ,i6r doing a great deal to increase F|llblic knowledge of the plant and its

-'$':;:f:::*iJ." T;;""i:'i:"i:,:Jii,.i,ll:::'Ji:Ti.i;:;':#fiT,:ffH'Jff::Jij" o
t}le Nottingham and Sheffield areas to a get together. AII but thlee replied and most of the
others came and I hope and bel ieve, enjoyed themselves.

What does one conclude froln this? Firstly) we must do something to cater for our
less physical ly act ive membe$ to give them pleasure and interest, The Bullet in is a arear
step in this direcrion,

Secondly, we must organise meetings) garden visi ts and get togethers without wait ing
for members to show interest, lf you send out invitations my experience indicates that ..'e,,-'bers
wil l  accept,

This brings me back to Iny Jirst question: what do we members want? Write to your
off icers and telI  them. They wit l  welcome your ideas. Even morc important, organise some-
thing yourself in your own locality. You'll find rhat you meet some new and very delightful
people with the same interests as yourself, and that is really why you joined the Society in the
first place,

GROWING HEATFIERS IN POTS. From Roger Thornas
I am sure many peopleJ especial ly those with city balconies, would derive considerable

pleasure from growing heathers in pots. I managed to persuade our local library to buy ,'The
English Heather Carden'r (D,F,MaxweU E P,S,Patr ick) and was interested to read that growing
heathe$ in pots has long been practised and it might be helpful to some members to quote fiom
my exp€rlence !

My heathers have been doing quite well and only one has succumbed. Now that I have
a garden ofmy own, Ihave planted out my cutt ings and plaD to keep the parent plants in pots
only until I find time to take some more cuttings when I shall plant them out and layer th;m.
My sussess has certainly served to whet my appetite a{)d made me eager to continue in a ,bigger
way, Their structurc is delicate and repays the closer examination which can be given when they
arc free to be handled at close range. One can also r ing the changes in the arrangement and
experiment with dilferent colou combinations. lt is also very convenient to be able to take a
couple o{ pots indoors when it get| datk and take some cuttings while sitting comforebly at the
kitchen table or watching television,

I have found that Ioi me the carneas and the Cornish Heath (E"vagens) have without
exception made the strongest growth, E,ci l iar is (especia y) and E.Tetral ix have been a l i tde
slow, Though I tr ied to water every day, I  have not always succeeded and sometimes did not
bothef when i t  rained' I  a' ' '  sure that this was a mistake and e dai ly soaking is essential,  other-
Wise tle pe4t tends to contract ftom the edges making much of dre subsequent watering
inadequate" Of my Callunas, Multicolor made gcod gjovrth and tlom a small specimen has
nearly reached the circumference of a f ive inch pot, The Daboecja also does quite well ,
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1 gave them a pinch of nihogen once in six months or so when I remembeled"

The carneas especia l ly  I  am sure would make excel lent  window'box subjects3 ai !

pollution permitting "

ividual pots which should give some indication of rcot growth and the effect of the {eed

My E'(pericnccjp-&9,pg-831i94' From K, E" Wrightr April, 1 967

Having rccently completed t]1e potting of some 3000 young healhers taken as cuttings

during July and August last year, hel.e a'€ a Jew iottings from ]:rry notebook"

The cuttings have been grown in standard wooden seed ttays Placed in a cold fiame,

watered regularly and shaded when the occasion equired it" Thi.s has been theil home until

potting cor1lmenced in March.

Ln tbe main" the comDost used was a rnlxture of coarse Bed{ordshire sand and moss

eat in more or less equal quantities, ln sorne instances loam was added and fine grade sand

sed in others, Better lesults were obtained lvith the main m1-\ture.

A small number of various types were taken durjng late lJ.une which have not Proved
very satisJactory,, This suggests tlat July,iAugust cutiings are bettet' ln all cases E' cinerea

verieties werc found difficult and although Inany have rooted, growth appears slow 3nd feeble'

UnJortunately worms gained access to the boxes of cuttings via the base ofthe cold

frame, many oJ the cuttings being pushed out oJ t]le compost be fore they had chance to Lnake

any holding root, The wotms were found difficult to eladicate desPite sevelal waterings with

perrnanganate of Potash.
Watering and shading I bel ieve go hand in hand" I f too heavi ly shaded and kept too

moist algae formed on the surface of the compostd Light shading with green polythene was

found better than hessian.
Excep t i l u r i ngpe l i odso fex t l emeh igh tempe fa tu re the f rame lYaskep tc l oseddown

until late in September. The lights wele then sised on 2u blocks 3t each corner' This

allowed ftee ve;tilation over the cuttings. The lightr remaiued in thi's position throughout

the wlnter except during hard continued lrost' Very l:ittl e water was Fqufued after about

mid-October" From the beginning of Febluary aIi cutt;ngs were given fodniightly Jeeds of

Maxicrop plus iron "
On ttre whole a good 9Ol stlike has been effected' Most of lhese are well rooted

and growing along quite happlly in 3i" polythene pots. Besides exPerimenting this year

wit! March cuttings ofE,carnea varieties, I propose trying out the ef{ect of using Iiquid

feeds ftom t-}re cutting stage, with a netrtral comPost oi vermiculite and sand in small

TI@j4!I'I ]A HARLotylAB- Frorn J, P. A.

Midland and Nort}lern membe$ Inet together at the Northern Horticultural Societ)trs

catden ar Harlow Car nea! Hafogate on 3fth Apri1. 1967, llt was a Inost in{otmal and ftiendly

gatlering oJ ove! 50 Heather enrhusiaslr and included our President ftom the Isle of Man and

MissPo lakDan ie l sJ romHo l l and 'o the rmembers t rave l l ed f ro I r lNo r thumber l and ,Lancash te ,
Cheshj.re, Nottinghamshire and Worcester.

Aftex inspecting these famous gardens in the morning, thele was an informal

conference in tbe aftemoon when our widely scatteled membelship made light of this handicap

and in fact le$olved to repeat tbe vislt on 9th July'
Ttre prim;:ry object of our meeting wa$ to collaborate wiiL lhe N'H'S. in the

proiect to exte;d t're scope of the Heather Carden at Harlow Car whieh is being developed by

I,,,tr, Geoffiey Smi.rb, Sup-erintendent of tLe Garden (who is a member oJ t]le Heathet society))
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backed by the resolve of Mr" A.Sigston Thompson, Director of the Gardens and his Committee"
Our melnbers are contxibuting plants and cuttings r a genelous lead in tfiis be ing gSven

by Mr, Yates (50 valieties), Mr. Lever {25 varieties) and others ofiered by our Presjdent Mr,
F.J,Chappie and ou! Chajf,man Sir John Charrington, who also sent a letter oI support and
commendalion of the enterprise. Chain-letter circulars seeking plants and cutt.;.ngri are tu)w
passing from member !o member to ind,icate the many sofis still required to attain the object of
providing a real ly comprchensive col lecl lon, We shall  be pleased to receive offers f ioln any bf
the Societyrs Inernbers who would like to support this undefaking. And for growers intro
ducing new varieties, here js an opportunit-y to show the public the merits oJ plants in a setting
visited by thousands throughout the year.

This is a long term undertaking and we hope to have more details of progress for the
Yeer Book, Meanwhile, i t  is most rewarding to f lnd t} lat our Membership is not merely a l ist
oJ names bu! a band of enlhusiasts happy to travel lar to share a mutual interest, o
From Mr. Harold W" Copeland, Chatlamr Mass" U-S A. to Mr. P S- Pahick,
Febluary, 1967

My wife and I never derived lnore downright satislact ion and pleasure and wonder than
we have {rom Callunus and Ericas. They are a joy every month in the year. As I write the
Erica carnea are a mass of colour, never so magnif icent as against the snow from which the
blooms so miraculously appear" f .nd the {ol iage variet ies !.  We have most of themJ but in
our 3ffect ion E,cinerea lcolden Dropr takes f irst place. C.vulg. lspjt f i rer is so f iery red one
almost expects to see the surrounding snow melt from the genelated heat J

Mav 1967
With the 40 more cult ivars we are sett ing out today, our total is now about 225 and I

expect cutt ings of another B0 cult ivars thjs sur1tlner, Our col lect ionhere is now the largest in the
States. We watch the plants careful ly and for the sake of nurserymen I am compil ing a l ist of those
which are entirely too close in form end rcolor to warrant propagation. Especial ly do I Jind this
true in the carneas and cinereas, though the fector holds tue to some extent with others,

Notes and Comments From letters to the Secreliary.
Mr, C "F"Mart in of Tunbridge We1ls is very keen that a car badge for Heather Society

member should be avai lable, This was put be{ore the A G,M, members but I  promised to give i t
wider publ ici ty.,  Mr, Mart in would design the bddge himseU, l{you think i t  a good idea) please
write dilect to him. Address in Year Book.

Miss F.H.Lslgher has asked i f  a l ist of gardens khere heathers can be seen can b" drrr0
up" I t  would help i f  rnembers ca giwe us the names of such gardensr together with t imes of open-
ing, ertry lee eic. l f  pron-.pt repi ies are rcceived by either the Editor or moJ the l istcangointo
lhe 1967 Yeaf Book

' Alsor, our nedlod of istarlingir in the Menbership Lists owners of gardens which rhey arc
wll l ing to show to visi t ing members, after due notice) needs to be expanded and overhauled. Please
let Ine knolv. Aiso, please, a note to me frorn nurserymen membels 1\,ho r\'jsh to be nored or prefer
l o  be  p r i \  r  Le  -e  m  be rs ,

or,e reply carne regarding the name rAtport i i !  in the last Bul let in, from Mr. A.W.Umpelbi '
oI Devon. He suggested that i t  might have come from a small  ha1nlet ne.1r Bakc.Neil ,  Derbyshire,
This wil l  be tul ly dealt with in the Year Book"

C , I ,  MacLeod ,  Sec re ta ry ,
Yew Tfeet" Horiev Row, Horley, Surrey
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THE FNATHER SOCEIY " MEMBERSHIP LtrSTS
New Membe$" Feb" 21 - June 28, X967

Andrews, MissEl,B., Hullstown, Derriaghy, Lisburn, Co, Antr inl,  N,I.
Arreghini dr Ing Antonio, via Cemaia,9, Milano, Italy"
Ball, W,R, 97, I-e.rf.bley Lane, Burton Joyce, Nottingham.
Bigg, P"H", 56, Orrnond Ave,, l{ampton, Middx.
Bolt, H.W" Kyrenia Cottage, 36, Sheephouse, Farnharn, Surrey,
Bowen, A.E. 3, Church Rd", Pul loxhi l l ,  Bedford"
Buckley, R,M", Woodlands, Greenhil l  Rd", Otford, Kent,
Carson, T,.A,, Uisge Ban, Bai ly, Co,Dubtin, Eire,
Chester, H.H", .Firdene, Three Crosses, Swansea, Wales,
Cl.ayton, O"J., 8, Chittenderr Cotts,, Wisley, Ripley, Woking, Srurey
CFmpton, E., Whitehead, Co, Antr im, N,Ireland,
Crcad, Miss Z, Greencrott Cottage, Hart ley Mauditt ,  Alton, Hants.
DanielsMej. Cati  Polak, Neuhuyskade 28, ,GravenhaSe, Holland
Davey, N"S", 3, Creen Walk, Timperley, cheshi le"
Davies, J,Gwyn,, Midland Wallboerds Ltd,, 10O, Saint Vincent St", Birmingham, 16
Douglas, J"8., 

'3 
Bel-AfuAve", Bal lybames, Co,Down, N,1.

Edwaids, Mrs,M,, Ashlands, Stoneleigh Road, Gibbet Hi l I ,  Coventry, Warwicks.
Flavin, P.P", H.Q,, N"trreland Command, I isburn, Co,Antr im"
Fletcher, W.A,, 531, Whitworth Road, Rochdale, lancs "
Freeman, D A , The Old House, Princes Risborough, Buck!.
Cant, M$" A" 243, Felsham Road, Putney, london S.W,1S
Gilbert,  MissE"M,, Holl inhurst, EIrn Avenue, lenzie, Nr. clasgow "
Giles, J.C,, 21, Chil ton crove, Yeovi l ,  Som"
Hardwick, R"E,, The Nurseries, Newick) Sussex,
Howes, Mrs" V,, Green How, Folgate Lane, Old Costessy, Norwich
Kane  B ros . ,  D rumee ,  Cas t l ewe l l an ,  Co .Down ,  N  l r e l and
Iovesey, W,R,, Horticultural Crganiserr Ravenslaw Horric"Centre, Alnw ick r Northumbe rland.
Morgenroth, Mrs, W.J, creensands, Primrose Way, Bramley, Guildford, Surrey
Mowat, J-G", Braemore, Bourrree Brae, Lower largo, Fife, Scotland"
Newton, A"8,, 58, Cole Bank Rd", Hall  cr€en, Birmingham, 2g"
Owen, Mrs, R,, The White Cottage, Roughway, Tonbridge, Kent
Paish, S,M,, 9I,  Longleaze Estate, Wootton Bassett,  Nr. Swindon. Wilts,
Perkin, J"M , Roseacres, Barrrow Lane, Hale, Cheshire
Public Library, South Aft ica, c,,o paul Koston, Booksel ler, 42, Newman St,,  W,1.
Sims, Mrs" E"K, 4, Haven C1ose, Lower Wil l ingdon, Eastboume, Sx"
Smith, E"W,, 96a, Cambenvell  Grove, london S.E.5
Smith, Ret. S,, 15, Wyedale, Whitby? Eue$nele port. Cheshire.
S tan ley ,  P . J , ,  20 ,  Co rb r i dge  Rd . ,  Su t ron  Co ld f i e l d ,  Warw jcks ,
Stevens, J.,  t8, Priory Ave., Harlow, Essex

:wif i ield_, 
Mrs, D", Furze Close, Wootton Rough, Nr^ New Milton, Hants,

Tudor, Mrs"J", 3, Benches Lane, Chisworth, vi" Hyae, Cheshire
Turpin, Geo, ) 25, Birkett Drive, Ulverston, Lancs"
Turner, A,S", 167, aole Va ey Rd,, Birmingham 28" (Rejoined)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Jakeways, Dr. R,J", 7, Word$irort i  Ave"- penistone, Nr,Sheff ield.
Kleinschmidt=Boerstra, Mr, 6 Mrs, P, c,, ,Daansbergen 18, Halsreren, Holland
Moxon, Mrs, M,F", Winterton Farmr Warings creen, Hockley Heath, Sol ihul l .
Thomas, R,J", The OId Vicarage, St,ErtI ,  Hayle, Comwali,


