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Bullet in Vo,2. No. 8 Summer 1976

M$.Macleod, Yew Trees, Horley RH6 8DF

Frorrl the SecEtary

. The Ann, ua] General Meetinq
_ Some confusion exists regalding the veriue of tle 1976 Anmral General Meeting.

ln aicordance wjth 5 Corncil Resolutioti nlade on 20ti November 1974 (atter the Stillillg

Conjerence) and repeated at the Moor Park MeetjDg on l3th september 1975, the Counci l
fdecided for fl}e time being to adher€ to its original decision to hold t}le A"G.M. on
altelnate yeals lD London and at the Conlerence. 1i circlrmstances change, the situation

can alwavs be reviewed, tr

Consequently, the 1976 A,G"M. r,,/i11, as stated in t}le Diary of Events, Spdng

Bulletin, be held on Tuesday, JuIy 134r. at 3 p"m. in t}Ie fruit and Vegelable Committee

Room, Royal Hodicultural Society, Westminster, London. We hope to make it something

ofa sccial occasion, so do come ifyou can. The notice convening it, accompanies this

Bul letin.
ee-S!o,sds!rc-g-an&E!99-3ugst 20/ 22, 1976

So great was the request fo} accommodation at the Naticnal Park Centre, Maent-wrog)
that Mr. t, M$, ScaDt-lin had lc close f-he lists early in Apri1. Enquiries were then made for
bed alrd breaklast tenns ai various hotels, and it was fcund that a limited number of day
visitofs could bave luncft at the Cenfte. As it is not certain how many such offers lelnain,
please send a ttamped addrcssed envelope with your enquiries to Mr,Scantlin, The Heathers,
Downside Common Rc;ad, Cobham, Surrey. The programme, and travel directions wil.I be
sent to al l  wha have b oo!:ed, wben i t  is cornplercd.

Pamphlelr Distr ibution and Sales Manager"
We ar€ pleased lo repcll general approval cll the pamprhlet sent oulr in March, Solne

nufselvmen and olher irlelested gloups having asked fo: a supply, a secoDd printing has heen
ojdered. To make thete readilt availabler ley are being printed near to the disfuibl.uion
centre which is in Leicerte?, We are grateful l , ,r  M1"Det Ohver of 27 Valentine Road, l .eicester,
tE5 2GH, lor taking or the 1e9k of Distflburion and Sales Manager of various of cur puhlicelions.
Sixtv (60) pamphlea which arc l!= can be sent fc.r 21p, postage, whic.[ must please be sent
with you. ci 'def, Single' copies ofCeoff iey Yates's PocLet Guide at 28p. post paid or 20p" by
handr and the David tr4cclinfock romerctat:u.e guide at 50p. post paid, 45p. by hand can alsc
be cbtained fiiom Mi, Oliver. An experimental oidei fo! Hea*rer Society lapel badges will we
hope be oblainable tom hirn at 50p. each.

Sale of Past Year Bookg
Now t\at the 1976 Yea.r Book has been published, we ale able to offer lor sale copies of

lie 1974 and 1975 isues, but none eajlier. The p'rice is 50p. post l€id, and ale obtainable
flcm me a5 Membe$hip Secrelary, not from M!"Olive!.

A New Booklef cn Heai-her6, by Adrian Bloom
We aie including a leaflet on twc new booklet , published by Jarsold Colour Publications

of Norwich. Eook 1 of Adrian Blocln!.'r guide ro carden Plant-j, Hea1.heie, and Book 2, Conifers.
Thet- arc obtainabie cniy irom Bressingham Gatdens, Disr) and a!,e mcrci aitxacf-ive, heathe{ of
course feat'-uling hrgeiy in bof.h, The Hear-he: one gives a uieful Calendar oi flowe:,ing Heaths
and He;1hers 

s_uBsg_RrrrrcN!
There are unfcrtunately a good many members who ali-hough gent rernindert in Marchr

heve noi yet tent in their 1976 pavInenB. E4Al_I]?Ueqs ar€ being sent wiri fiis bulletin.
Membe!:! wh{r joined ftom Septernber onwards in 1975 lvere no,- rent reminders. As a

concesslonr i I  t l .e1 payal rhe NEW RATE (t1.50 singl€J t2.00 joint) b-v N-Q{IIdBL& 3e& rhey
will be r:rediled to DEeI}BE!-3bt 7977 . th:us gaining up t. tllree mont-hsr advaniage.
Tleif remindelF are t'e r]!g senl now. We rnurt peint out t}at the alder Jo! the 1977 Year Books
wilj be based .tn th€ 4umber o:t p4Ji]lggrg4bgqqglL plus an estimate of prol,able new rneniheie,
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The NClv 1977 BANKERS ORDERS

Byanun iG tuna t -ee r r c ! , t he fu l l quo t -ao fne \ao tde$askedJo r f t on - r t hep l l n t - e rwasno t
fofiicoming, and so, although a11 rvhc had signed existing olders were sent ihemr and a rand,rm

selection of ot iets, al l  did nol i  get them as pr-omised by the Tleasuler '  l { therealeany clyou

who would like to have them, please let me know. \fe urge thcse who have not yet sent

rheirs back, please doso. I twiI Ibe helpful to the Treesur€! tc know weli  before the actual

change -over next Ja nuary ' 
Tm_!9z5-',!4&ca9u,

'fhe 1976 Yesr Book at' 72 F€ge'", cosl a great deal mole t-han was anticiPat-ed, but many

oj the articles were of such a high sfandard that iiree of then have been asked for as rePlints

in galdening pepers tl-le writers, who hold rfle copvright) having egreed This does not heIP

us Jinanciatly, bui it will perhaps bring healhers once more to the notice cI a wider public.
There were inevitably a few misi,aLe-c nol spotted by proof-reade$, Fc,r exampleJ in

Mrs.Anne Paris's art icle on an exleriment (p,49) t l lere was The si.atement I ' i -haf WT.Rackl i fJ '

may be fenale stedle , I '  I t  took M$. lovegrove to see f iat in that case rhere wculd be no
seedlings at al l !  MqE sleri le lvas what she ivtote.

A few Telephone numbers have been given wrongty: Mt,A J.Cookes, of Nuneaton

points out l .haf r} l is should be Alhestone 3382 and Mr.Chatbway that Plvi lhel i  is in Gwvneddl
not Clwyd. Unfort-unately he is sel l ing hjs house so tbe gerden visi t  invitar- ion must be wiih
drawrl.  So nr,sl  Mr. Fielding't i -n Camel{otd, as he wouldn't  l ike to bring vi l i tols on false

ple1ences,
As ef,pectedj i .he ! 'Favouli te Heatherrs" brought ccmment. M,: Umpelby 1ie in'rr igatcr cf

f-he enqui!.y wf,si tnaturs. l ly grat i f ied tc see the result oJ the suggesticnrr. He norex th31
'H.E"Beate! and 'M':s.D.F.MexweI| hold their bonoured place, but whe"e is rEi leen Po,1e,i
and wil l  the fufu're honour the rn:rvel. lous rMrlretoun Ruby'? (Tfrat cmrs'1r 'n i i  surp,i( ing i '
1;al.es lilne I .rpp.tt" lo rcach stardolnr it wasnrt even in the RHS competition rwr,dsr thougl)
Windle' l 'am l.hlrseries f i l led one of f ie bowls lvi th i t .)  MitsC,] El l iot l ,  our Cape Heaths- in
the open in Nofthern I€land enthusiast !vould hawe as het f . lvouri le lenrpelrte heer.hs E.cin
'Joyce Burf i t tr  and 'Eden Valleyr, but wele she fo ha."e to leave her'  iwo acres cf garden, tc
mo.,re to a small  oneJ she rrrvould leave 'Mrs.Mexwellral home! There is rro accountiDg fol
tastesi lJ she says. No! does she f ind l the C:rpe Heati  E.ccccjnea alr easy bed lel low in a
heafher garden, being I ' Iather slart l ingrrbut i i  lool.s better in the lvoodtand- She f inds t} lal-
stony glound and sea-misB suit  Cape HeatisJ but they wil l  not sland the sl jghl€st breath of
easi wind.

This is a good t ime to rcfer tc a selection of I ' favoul i test '  sent earl ier by tr&"A.W.Jones,
f ie S.W.Group convenor. (By the way, we Inay have to ask him to change his Gloup xamel
The _44!_South West are getting together with Mr. Roy Ma llby as the guiding hand. I await
mote news of what is happening in aDd ayound Okehampiron). To retuln to rhe tain of thoughtl
Mr.Jones does not think the Pofer hybtids haye receiwed dre Dotice to whici they are undoubt -

edly enti t led. E_.x drrJeyensis !J.W.Poder' ,  has f ine large deep coloured blooms, while the
fine silvery pink 'Jenny Porter! growrl to perfection in Brian Proudley's gardenJ {now alas sold),
was delightful. He mentions the car nea 'Adrienne Duncanr but few of us are lucly enough to
have i t"

@,  Feh .  17 l1 ' a
Only a brief reference to these was possible irr t]re Spring Bulletin but we promised a

fuIler account to follow, It cannot be as full as usual because in the hulry of trying to get the
news to meJ Mr. london, always conscientiousJ didnit  girre me what the Classes were. So
whether the entries were plantl o! vases must be left to t-he imagination.



Cless 4: 6 entuies, plants.
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Class 5: 16 enij:ies, vases

1. Maj. cen. F. c. Trupin, !-341. 'Prince 1. Maj.Gen.Tu?in -E. x. darlevensis
oJ Wales, I rArthr$ Jeh$on'

2. t1 n r E. ca!, lslow Queen' 2. Sheffield Park E.lusitanica
3. The Wellcome Foundation: rPraecox 3, Maj.Gen. Turpin, !,g41 tSpeingwood White'

Rubrar 4. .' _E,gI ?White Glow'

Clss$-6: 6 enhies, colour foliage e-laic-la (cbss uiknown)
1. Mls,E.Codbott.  Cal.v. 'Red Ca.pet '  3. J.W,Baker ? alba.
2. r new, unnemed. 

. class 13: open class, any flowering shrub
3. Maj.Gen.Turpin, Cal.v. rserlei Auea' 

I--G.r. ioatoft,  i .  canaucuhd lcap
heatJr, species)

3. n E x. tsnolYfalLi' (Cape hea*r
hybrid.

The Heather Societv Stall
Six bowls, inteispe$ed with 3 vases, made a most attEctive noo-competitive display.
'llhe 

l-.ack bowls featuled E.e.iqena rllish SaLrnon, and E-.991g9e 'Ptince of Waleri,
Between them was a vase ofDried Hea*rels" The middle tow with *re two bowls in the centre
showing E"carnea iHeathwoodr and 'Foxhollow Fairyr was flaDked by vases of_E. xlhltsyglli!
rsilbe$chmelzer and iAlt}rur Johns@.r In the front low were f}re two most brilliant bc&vls,
CaLv .  .Robe r t  C  hapman '  and  E .  ca rnea 'MF€roun  Rub ' y  ! .

Betlveen these tivo bowls in &ont was a pile of the Pocket Guide.
The bowls we.e fiunished by Windlesham N uiseries, llre vases by Cen, and Mrs.

Tupin al1d Alan Taylor, The size of the table was 8ft x 4ft.
That General Turprin could calry away six of the 13 awalds, and also with his wife take

on fle lesponsibiliiy of the stall, in conjunction with Mr.John Hall of Windlesham Nurseries
makes us rca1ise what an asset he has proved to t-he Sociery. We extend again or! Lhanks to
lhese membels, AND to M$. Joyce Forty, who wit]]olt fail mans t}le stand while the Council is
in session: the only r,on-Council member who help.

1y4!teC-l_Stud9!!_1aS_ ir4lee
You may tenember drat in tlle Aufumn 1975 Bulletin we gave lhe news dEt a

Daltington Hall girl student had accepted the offer ftom C qrnt Basil de I-a Rochefoucauld to
spend a mon{h iu his garden helping with heatbers. It was a great success.

Now the Count wqrld like another such student, gill or boy to go !o help him but
so frl he has had no success. He wrote, invoking my help again. I could Dot guarantee tiat
I would succeed, but said that I would put into fie surnmer bulletin d:te appeal, lt would be
for August and if anyone knows a youDg student who has just finished his coulse and would like
fhe chance to go, with al] expenses f'aid and a small wage, please get in touch witlr

Colnt Basil de I.a Rochefoucauld, Les Tqnelles, Ingrannes, 45450 Fay aux Loges,
It is witlin reach of Paris.

Some knowledge of heathels would of course be necessary.

Ag-EAeu[uxa-FlaldbesL
The evet-lively Dutch Society, Ericultura, has produced its own 52-pp. stapled hand-

book VOORUCHTING c,\/ER HEIDETIJINEN; a guide to heather gardeas, dle chapters by various
authots, !t cove$ preparation, planting plans, propagation, 125 recornmended hea(hers,
notes on othei Ericaceae, corife$, herbaceous and wate! plants to use as we1l, and a list of
public and f,rivate heather galdens" Ther€ arc a lew inlelicities of nomenclature, but not-hing
to matter, and this corld well giv€ some olus useful ideas, It is, nafurally, all in Dutch and
fo! Dutch conditiont - no mention of otlter counlries"

Ericultrua arc to be congratulateal on their enterlaise.
3.50Dutch florins from Mr,KoDing, Heidetuin rDe Walrekamt, Krachtighuizerweg 33,

Putten, Holland. D.,Mccl intock

F rance .
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PEAT IN HoRTICIJLTURE edited by D.w.Robinson and J.C'D 'Iamb, 170'pp"

Academic Press" g5,40

Since ou! hetdy heatheis aie preemiDently feat Plants and growing t}|em is hofticulture,

I had hoped this volume would wisen us, In fact, hardy heaflets a!€ in effect not lefetl€d

to.at aliand tfie bulk of this book is on growing vegetables and simila! crops' But ChaPter 8,

on harily nursery stock, by Dr,Iamb of Kinsealy (near Dubun), ccrnes nearest to what we

need. He says, andhe loo'sl liatpeat only; no sand, is best fol looting Ericaceae' He

cloes mention wirat is surely t1re wotst weed oI feat, Sheepts Sor€1, which even dre chaptet

on weeds fails to. A1l t&e same, tltis is not to dedy the r€st of t}!e chapters which are fulI

of good matter, and some of us might alo wd€e than lead *re olrning odes on the oligins of

pea1, fteit physical anal chemical properties anal so on. 
?:McC'

iN.ii. S." tie Midlands Rep ort. Is it a conbaaliction? C.I.M)

GROIJP NEWS

Flom tle Miillanils
On Friday 2O1i Febryary 22 members of Group 5 rnet in Friends Meeting House,

Birnhgham to hear a most intercsting talk by Mr.Ray Wamer on rHeatlers fd maximun

effectwith minimurn labou! - a pe$onal viewr' which he illustf,ated with slides taken in his

gatalen in Stoke-on-Trent. Mr.Wamer has a great variety oI heatlets and r-hose who visited

his garden with the Group two yeais ago knorv hs.t well gtown tley are.

Members werc sulprised to hear ftom Mt,Walner ttrat he has gradua lly stopp€d using

peat. He finds no difference be tween ten yeai old plants which have had no peat at any time
and others which were given a ttart witi it anal have had peat mulches since. His soil is a
fairly heawy loam - qre section od pottery clay and one od mafl, pll6.4. It evidently suits
them very well and a member who had just taken deuvery oJ a large load of peat seemed
somewhat mde tian eDviodl

Shropshirc gardeps. We are ilvit€d to visit the gardens of flree ol ou! Shlcpshire
members on Saturday 11th Septe6ber - although we are asked to stless that they ale not
predominantly heather gardens" We meet at 12 noon at Ridgway Wood, Horderley, Craven
Arms, the home oI Mr. E M$. J.Benson, (off the ,{.489). You may enjcy your picnic in the
garden if you wish and Mrs.Benson has very kindly offered to plovide co{fee. The3e is a
heaflrer nursery aftac&ed to t}e ganden. At about 2 orclock we proceed to l-he Morleys, Walls
Baak, Chulch Sbetton, to visit Mr. and Mrs.J. Knight and ftom thete we go to meei Mrs.
A,W.Holmes at Woolstaston Hall n'ho will kindty iefi€sh us with tea and biscuits, Afierwards
we shall take a look at the heather on Long Mynd, which, for most people will tre on tie
wav home.

As t-his is the only notice,
occasiofi not to be missed.

please make a note of tie date - 11th Septernber, an

Harold St$et.

The Mid-Southern Group
Twenty-two membe$ of tlle Mid-Southe& Group were welcomed by Mr. E Mrs.Brian

Malin on a beautiful sunuy day in Marcl. It is unusual to find a garden in Worthing
specialising in heat}ers, due to is chalky subsoil, but here M!"MaIin has overeome the
problem by constructi[g iaised beds of peat and black sand. It was idierestiDg to see how some
or Are roots had nevertheless reached the clralk, producing the atbactive effect fo! example of
a tSpeiagwood Wtrite: witi golden foliage, The cleve! combination of sFtring bulbs with
t}le heathers throughout the garden was delightful.

Indoors a sumpfuous tea awaited us and then Mr.Malin showed his collection of slides"
Mr,Bridgland, whose idea wes $ w ell leceived at the 1975 C onfercnee, lepode d the results of
his investigations into producing a Heat'her Society tapel badge " The chosen design is tle
official one used on oru Year Book ftontispiece and cnu headed writing laFer.

I
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The Mid--Soutle!'n croup (Cont'd)
Summer mr,etirig: As this will be the only notification, please lemember d1e date

of Sundayr Au$rst 8th for a whole day oflleatler gaziry. fring a picnic lunch, anal meet
ftom 11 a.m. at the frorne of Mr. 6_ Mls.Morton Scantlu, The i{eathers, Downside,
Cobham, where coflee will be aqaileble. 

_ - 
That aftelnocn, cen. a$d ii,trs. Turpi n have

inviEd us to see their garden at Cottswood, West Clandon, n:. Guildford. lfyouhope to
come, a phone call to the Grorp Orgauiser, (Hindhead 4947) would be app€ciated.

Parnela Lee.

At the Norjolk and Norwich Horticultural Club Sp,ring Show at St, Andr€ws Hell on
Aptil23124 our Display of Heaihe$ was a\rarded a Silver aift Medal,

ryith_ 
my plants being spalse of flower due to last yealis dlought I felt doubtfuI whether

we could do it, but when I visited Stan Burtonrs garden at Hellesdol and saw 12,, long splkes
of tArr-hu! 

Johnron' and 6" spikes of 'Silbe$ch&elzer etc. and he said, r'Help yoursellr 
'all

doubts vanished, On Thursday moming I gathered bunches of 14 varieties ftom hirn and in
tlle a(:efnoon 7 varieties including long sprays oftveitchiir andrRiveNlear ftom rrine whilst
my_wife arfanged t}1e 3-tiet tupperai,are vase lent by Mrs"Ncdh witl sprays ol arborea and
d_arlev_e6is ftom oul garden. In dre evening, Mr,Fulcher, my wife and I found that the
Show. Secretary nad droughtfully el oaked our 6r x 6,stand witJl green hessiad iDstead ofblack
polythene, and had paovided ou! 5 beer cases, These *" "o.rrgJd, 3 cases at the back with
one cn top and one in ftont ofthe ceDtre one, draping tJrem with a green curtain.

_ 
The ladies tbeD arranged the varieties separitely in plastic .oif"e cops uhich fitted

snugly jnto squar€ green wooden containeis specially made by Mr,Fulcher, rArthur 
Johnsoni

i,*.tr: L.tr.i 
.Lihelight' being gi!-eD t}Ie centre spob and the long sprays ofrRivelslear an drveitchiir oD fhe raised sides one box lc,wer than tJre ceotral flower 

".""*rrg"_" 
ot. Names

wele on white cardboard.
On Friday at noon when the Show opened I arived to lind tiat r.wo judges had been look_irlg for me for advice ol1 the 6 entlies in tire ]reather class, and also tc know-whetfrer sprays ofE,erigep?rsupelbarand E.arborea wele yal id in the Flowering Tree ana Shrub class, T!r.y

wele very relieved to learD they we!€.

.. 
I s3y.l1h."" all day on Friday, Stan Burton carne in ftom work, and was pleased to seethe award, The others who took tums at manning the stand wele Mr. ti Mrs.Nerth, s1y ryife,and Mess$, Fuleher, and Ma$hall who stayed di the close at 9,30 p.m. When the show

closed at 5 p,m, on Saturday, 1ie Fulchers and the Londons haa teen tlere Factically all day,but disappointingly, only fhree othe$ of fl1e glciup came to see the efrolts on *eir behalf,
. -Sixteen 

pocket guides, containing p"*pfrt"L and membelship appucation forms were soldand t]ree were sevelal int erested visitors. 
B.G.L.

From SEATTII. Washinqton USA
Mrs.D orotlry Me the ny wlites :

^  - r r Jus tnow lanuc ipa tew i t i r nuchp leasu tepa rnHarFe r ' sv i s i t f o r t he ln tema t i ona lRock
Garden CoDference, end ofJuty, I expect some Califomians to be saying with me too. Asmy garden is to be open fcr iDslectioD along with a lot oJ othels I ain speriding al,€ilable ,irnetidying it 'p, refurbishing labels, etc. Recenfly I have taken time to eccra phnt size, lealcolce, corolla size and collori ofmy n6w glolious E.austalis varieties and especially of the
::llTrs 

(appareDtly_E=4ltrBlis * e . ",trt"rlir 'tut", RoG"t{-;leven of which are Dow in bloom.Hope to get a note oii them written for your Bulletin ot whateve!. u
(We shal1 look forward to this in r}le 1977 year Book. C,I.M")

S9.1ld-ld_Tlele! Group (Erracts ftcm Newsletrer No. 4. )
We have established c6ntact wifi Mrs. Una Hawken who is bringrng a party of New Zeal_andels on a \dsit, aDd hope to ente!'bin the party in C-fqybgqS!@ oo-t. "tL*ooo of Sunday



l8th Tulv Membes of tire Gloup aI€ in.rited to loin in aDd make this one of our 1976

qardeD visits,- 
At our last. assembly, Dr" E M!s. Dewey kindly isftred an invitation for the Group to

visit their garden in Tonbridge. Is there anyone else who might like to have us aloog,

eithei near Tonbridge to make a combined visit, or il1 another elea lcr anothe! day? Dare

we ask for an East c'r Soufh Kellt vel1ue?
Towarils the end o{ last year $ae r€ceived a most interesting letter ftorn Mr, SkeltoD

in which he ackn@vledgeil tie problems oI time and distance associated with galden visitr

but made suggestions on the value of local Flower Shows. He had lPrsuaded his own

Horticulfural Society to include in their annual sho\ r a class for hea{he$. It simPly asked

for rt4 containe! oI iiree diffe!€nt heathelslr anal athacted five entries.

(The Notelets mentioned in the Spting Bulletin in the GrouP News could Probably
be sold at about 4tp each with matahing envelope. )
The lepoft continues: whilst that price may not be cheaPer tflan the mass-Produced ones

in the sationers, they ale certeinly distiuctive. The odret Groups are being Provided wif.h
samples. Should fiey lequir€ sorne, the new peinting, witfr the Gloup tag lelt off, would

at least give us a chance to keep the paice gteady I@ a while. You might like to conside!

an early purchase for use as geetings cards fq next Christmas '
The dwavf foUage Calluna which was un-named when it took znd Psize in its class

in the rcceirt RHS heather competition has now been named as tGwendar alter Mrs. A'

Richmond, formerly of Ctowborough and now of Mission City, British C olumbia, canada,
E "Godbolt.

NORT}IERN NEWS
Diaty items only : See Diary oJ Events.

A,IE}4EEB!]--EA&UM
THE OUESTION OF PEAT

Two rcferences to peat in the foregoiug secuon of this Builetin ale in direct contra -

diction, and to the evidence produced by Mr.Harold Street in describing Mt"Ray Wametrs

garden, I hal'e notes ftom a book by no iess a person than Arf.hul Jslmssnr JupPorting thit
evidence.

It is flom the book'!A Woodland Ga3deD", and I quote r
rwe have learned that heathers actually do bettet in a flee medium to light lcam than ever

tley did in peat, and siDce flle most casual observation of heathers in the wild at once dis-

closes tl]e fect that 1'ery few of them grow in peat if flley can get anything else, one wondexs
how the notion became disseminated.
'Vety desirable is a nice, fiiable tiltl and it should in most soils and situations be given
sornetling that will tend to increase and maiDtain the ftiability or texfure and at the same
time retf,in moistur€ in dry weathex.
rsorbex. compcsed of sprhagnum moss in a state of a!'r€sted decomposition .." is infinitely
rnore durable in the ground tian almost any other available form ofhumus" We have used
it for bleaking up and warming a cold and cloddy clayey loam, and it has been worked in to
very light and hot sandy slopes which wittout it quickly dried out in summer and atter 3 or
4 years the mo6s peat in trese soils was still ther€, still doing its good wdk.'

What is this Sorbex: is it still available? The cry goes up from many of qr! rnem-
bers tltat tieir heathers are dying after two years, drought. One who wrote to me said in e flect
drat it was all very well to advise heavy feat mulches, but with dle increasing cost of peat,
he could not affdd it. The only peat mulch tlat I have ever liked was what iie saw in

John Letbr garden, aod which I only once was able to obtain ftom fie most widely adveltised
supplier of valious peats. This was a very coatse peat, somewhere in the ]'t 1o1'tsize, and
it gave a neat appealance to the beds, did not blow away and did deter weedg - and cats.l
Wlen I txied to get mole I was told that it was no longer available, and was sent what fl1ey



cal led lhododendron peat which was rr just as goodrr. I t  wasnit.
Sc I too, ha\re tended to do as M!.WaIner ha3 done: do lr/itrrouli it. And when I do

use it I use sphagnum. There is, I know, another bland called Arthur Bcwe$ "E icaceous
Mix, 'which, when I can get a supply, I  mean to use for my Cape Heaths) because young t
plants frcm David Svnall, grcwn I unde$faDd, exclusively in this mediumJ are grovr'ing
splendidly.

Could flris by any chance have evolved from Arthur Johnsonts 
I'Sorbexr?

It is ol f i t ther inlerest to note that Mr, MccLnr.ock, in his review of thehookrrPeatin
Horticulture" does say tlat heat-he$ except for rcbting cultings are not mentioned, Is this fle

crux of fhe matle!? I use more peat io t"y egg!a!!. composts fo! sterting o{f peas, beansJ
courgettes etc" in boxes in ftane and greeDhouse thad I ever do lor heat-hers.

To be fair to Feat, howeverJ I turn once mor€ i-o lvhat 1 learnf ftom John Letts. It was he
who told me, when I mcumed ihat I never gol any seedlings in my heather garden, that I'd gel
aII the seedlings I waDtedj and mor€, iJ I  were Ubelal in the use o{ peat. ' tseed germiDates in
pear", he told me " So it was: C3LIU44 anrl_E.gllglgg seedlings prolilerated even on t}le coerse

Feat mulch I used. For a f imer I  careful ly l iansplanted ihese seedlings iDto a special seedlings
bed, hoping lcr some new wcnder lo emetge, but ir  neve, did, Wifh a l i t t le more experience,
and some disitlusionmentr I be gan J lik-e rncst cf us, to weed out the se edlings be ca llse they did
muddle up l}le pal.terir of selected cultiva$ bought in ()r propagaied,

One linal tfiougbt on peat in its natual conditioDs. One of the most interestirg activities
I was fcllunate enough to taLe part in was when David Ir4cClintock took a parry of us to Ca.
Mayo in 1968. We ;pent a white day at the Peatland Erperimental stetio6, where rve ,r r-be
work being done 1-o reclaim the I 'bianketr i  Dear at Glerramo\. where i t  is from 5-24 {eet deeD.
with a pH-oJ 4,6. Drainage was the f i .sf eseeDri3 t ,  and wbere lhis had been achieved,
Q3]\gl_was being plantedJ in order 1ic encou'a ge the esr-ablishment oI Red Grouse in Welrern
Ie land .  l n  r ne  I n '  p i l ah le  na ru ' a l  bog ,  no  Ca l l un r  wd (  l ound

C " l , M d , I e , d .

D[ARI- OF EI'ENTS. June t.o Ncvember 1976

June6r Norfolk visi l  toDenheigh Nur'sery, Creel- ing Sr,Mary, 2.30p,m.

June 12: S.W,! isi t  ro Wansdtke Conifers" Devizes, Wilts,

June 14: Wesr- of Scofland visi t  to Mr, E Mrs, BezzantJ evening

lu're 17: No"lolkGroup neeting, I l luslrated ta lk on Cepe Heaf-hs. 7,30. Taverham.

Jwe27- " visi t  Royd. 'n Hall .  Kings Llnn, 3-6 p.m. 2Op entrarce

July 13: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, RHS London, 3 p.m.
July 18: New Zealanders visit to Crolvborough
Jujy 29: Nort}rem visit to Heather N ursery-, Fairthornl Dore, Sheffield, 7.30
August 8: Mid Southeln visit Mr, E Mrs.Scantlin and cetr,6 Mrs,Turyin
August 15: Heather species recognit ion display at Nti .Ardron's, Fulwood Heights. 2"30
A\gwst 20/22:, SNOI'VDONIA C ONFERENCE"
August 29: West of Scotland visit to a nusely
Sept,7/8 RHS Heathe! Competit ions.
Sept.7: Sheff ield Bot"Cdn. Lecture room to auange detai ls of Show. 7,30
!"p1.,?'  She ff ie lrr  Bot,cdr6._ ralk _by Don Wilt ial is, curator, 2 p.m. and 6.30 p"m.
SeEt. l l .  Midtands visi t  to 3 Sluorshire Gardens 

-

Sei,t" 11l12: Sheff ieId Croup Displai,  Boranic caMens.
Sept. 16. Norlolk Group, 

_Tavdrhim, 
to arrange Tour of East Wrotham Nature Reserye witlr

Mr  C "R . l a  reDce ,  v i s i *  t o  No r f l iNo r Io l k  mernbe r \ 'B r rden  and  B res , s i ogh+m Card .
sept,28l30. RHS Great Autumn show 

ens (Adria-r) Bloom)

Oc t .  2 .  Ha r l ow  Ca r  Group .  2 .30  p .m  i n  Membe$  Room
Nov.25: SheII ield croup, 

-Friends 
lvleetins House. Harrshead.

Nov.30" Last daLe fcr VEAR BOOK contr iSutions io fdir.or,

2 t!,tEMos: HAVE you ENTEREo-*n'"ridf#ne"irii .oMPur:rrror. ? closins date
June 30. See last 2 Bullet ins"
HAVE yOU PAID yOuR 1976 Slbscriprion? (By NOVEMBER 30 ro ensur€ ge tring
Ycu\ 197'7 Yerr Bool, l
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ANNUAL GEMRAL MEETING : 3 p,m" RHS Commitr€e Rcom, Tuesday July 13.
1 . Chairrnanrs Welcome.
2" To r€ceive ttre Corncil's Report for 1975/76

3; To rcceive Audited Accourts froln fhe Treasurcl,

4, Election of Courcil (a) To electr&e ordinary membe$ (Rule 10b)
(b) to elect the Officers (RuIe 1Ob)
(ci To r€ceive Dew nomiDations received 14 days befotre July 13 (Rule 10b)
Am' Of}rer Busidess t$at the ChainaEn shalt mle to be i! order lRule locl

LOt Nrrs.rvl.E.DucK (rormerly rrursr.) + srcorans Lrore, wolrrngEm,
27: Mrs.S.Hawkins. Malt inss. l  Orst Wav. Hart ley. Dartford. Ken!.
28: Mrs,C.E"Mafrian- 6 cde;banls clos;: Mitfora'oo Sea. lvminst28: Mrs, G.E "Marrian, 6 GrcenbaDks Close, Milford oll Sea, Lymingtor SO4 OSQ.
Z9| Robt.c,BroMn, t ' .O.Box 266, Chai]e.". ix, Mich"49726" U,s.A.
' t  

James F. Bu$lem, 619 West 19tI Avenue, Vancouver V52" 1W9

5. AIly Other Busiuess drat tJle Chaii]atan shalt rule to b: rr] (Rule loc)

Refteshrnents and genelal discussioa, closiag at 5 p.m.

ryE!tsERSHII_US'L- Feb.7 - May 3. 1976
Change of Address;
23: Mr.E Mrs,Horace Jones, ,14 Mulgave Rd, Whitby, N.Yorks.
Z6: M!s.M.E.Buck (formerly Hulst) 4 Broedland Close, Worlingham, Beccles, Su{lolk,
27; M$.S,Hawkins- Maltinos- 1 Orst Wav- Hartlev- Dartfofil- Kent.

Z ! :
Z3 t

24:

26 :

N$I{-_-MEUBLRS.
Miss J"W"Dobson, 20 Barnshot Rd. Edinburgh EH13 CDJ.
Mrs,E. O. Barker, 

'529 
Barnstey Rd.Fiedwickl Wakefield; WF2.6BP

S" l .B i sse t t .  The  Wh i te  House^  l znsLev .  Macc les f i e l d .  Ches .
R,'A,Brook, 8 Linley Ale. Hdxby, 

"York 
YO3 SNE

Mr.G MIs.H.Cunli f fe, 7 Iver Rd". Upton By-Ches1-er, Chester CHZ 1RL
N.H i l l .  5  Wh i te t i o rn  Squa re .  Le i .  P res ton .  Lancs .  PR2  iRT
D "J "Hinchl i  t le.,  21 R$ida le briwd, Unsworth, Bury. lancs. 

-

Mrs .M .Hou l l . ,  6Cro f r .  Rd . ,  Chead  i e  -Hu  lme ,_  C  hes . .  
'SK8  

sNY
The  l ake land 'Ho r r i c .  Soc ie t y ,  2 l  S t .Mary ' .  Pa rk ,  W inde rmere  (Hon ,Sec .  )
Mr . t  M (s "R ,R ia I ,  Las r .on  C reV ,  t  Buc lFa ; l .C l cse ,  Ha le .  A l t r i n (ham,  Che .  WA15  8NB
D. Shephed, 53 l ieather Ave,- 'Shaw, Oldham, I inci.
A . Jone r ,  Ga rdene r \  F l a t ,  P las  t an  y  Bw lch ,  Na , .  Pa rL  Cen l re ,  Ma  e  n t  w r . ' g ,  Cw  nedd ,  \  W . , l e "
Mr " t ,  M rs .D"A .J .B la i r ,  20E lm  Cr ;o f t . ,  O ldhu f t ,  Wr r t ev ,W.M id l rnJ . ,  F .6 " { i  OBQ
N,F inney ,  PeacT ree  F i lm ,  Podemord ,  Ecc les la t l ,  S ra1S .
Mr . t ,  M rs "  R .  A ,G ieada l l .  

' t 4  
E lmw oo r i  C lose  Fa l i a l J  Coven r . . v  CV7  7Dp-f.O"Hoey, 193 Bloxhr m Rd., Banbury, Oxoir.  OX16 9JU.

E"S .P rnchess ,  Sbe t ton  Po  p la r s ,  Wo tvey  Rd  H i j , ) ckJey ,  i e i c * .
D .S row .  61o ;O t  t nd "  Cha i )€ t  Lane  Cead lev .  o r  Ma l i 6 rn .  Worcs .
M .L ,Wadams ,  Ch ry i - on .  A td inq ton .  N " "Ey$ i ;m ,  Wo"c r .WRt  t  5UrB
D. l nsk ip ,  5 l  Cambr ldg 'e  Rd ,  S i .A ibans ,  He tB .  A l . l  s tE
I.M"Janieson, 63 Cohwall  Rd., Ruisl ip, Middx"
Mr.&Mrs. H"F.Minton, 69 Harrnan Rd., Enfield" Middx" EN1 1lA
G.Peqs. 3l Danesleieh Gdns Leiqh-on.:Sea. Ess;:x^
Mr.C-Mis. J"M.Reid; 31 Fur!ow SeJde, Basi ldon, Es,ex.
Mr_.EMrs,,G.B.Scales, Hay Green Rd ",Terrj  ngton -Sr, Clernen!, Kings tynn, Norfolk
H.Watls, 39 Wocding Grove, Harlow, Essex"
P.J.Weslcot, 25 Al lSaints i lose, Doildinghurst. Nr,Btentwood, Essex, CM15 ONH
Fl,Archibald, 45 The Orchard, Winchmore HiIl, tondon N,21
lady Ban-ks, Beech Coppice, Kingswood, Sune,"
Mr ,e  Mrs "R .A ,L .Bona ,  Wen" lea l  C lappe r  Green .  Hun ron r  N !  "  Ma rd5 r  on " f# i 8 rOnO

Mr .  E  t u t s "E .L .Pasca l "  7  The  Meadow\ .  Wa lbe r ron_  A runde l "  Sx
Mrs . J "Wes le , / ,  237 .  Ba l co rnbe  Rd .  Ho iev .  RH6  9E I
R"R ,Woodga ie ,  1 l -R id i ng  t ane ,  H i l denb ;ouRh ,  Tonb  dse ,  Ken '  RN l r  gL lX
Mrs .M .Ba rc lay  B remne . ,  Am Ssa rh  Sabdy  I ; n ' .  T , t t o rd "  Fa rnbam"  GUtO2LS
Mr . l l  M r . .  A .T  Hea rhe r ;  4  F rc ' l , i s r , e i  C lose ,  Wor rh ing ,  W S r  BN12 'bE \
Mis! H. N,:Bi.*oe, St. Morvah, Th,:cwieigh, Okeha rnptcn, D eypp.
M iss  v . l  "Ph i l l i p i ,

281  (

Mrs.F.M. Shod-, 32 Challacct Close, Whit ichurch, Tavrlr.ock.De v  ̂ n ,
Mrs.P"J.Symons, C oldhalbour Part- House, Rake. I iJs, Hanrs"


