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B U L L E T I N  N o - 1 0 ,  V o 1 , 2  S P R I N G  r 9 ? 7
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A  r n o s t  g r a t i f y i n g  r e s p o n s e  c a m e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o J  s e n d i n g  o u l  i n  S e p t e m b e i  " e a r l y

w a r n i n g r r  n o t i c e s  a b o u t  t h e  N E W  R A T E  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  M o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  w e r e  s e n t  b a c k
wel l  before they were due on January. ls t ,  but  those who have not  yet  done so,  whether
i t  be by the new badkeis orders or  annual  subscr ipt ions rnust  p lease send thern to me
by MARCH 2lst  i f  your narnes are to be iDcluded in the {u11 rnernbership l rs ts promised
lor  1917. These wi l l  go out  wi th the Surnrner Bul let in,  and the narnes ol  nernbers who
w o u l d  w e l c o r n e  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e i r  g a r d e n s  ( n o t  r n  o r g a n i s e d  p a r t r e s ,  b u t  w h e n  y o u  h a p p e n
t o  b e  i n  t h e i r  a ! e a )  w i l l  b e  a s t e r i s k e d  a s  t h e y  w e r e  u n t i l  w e  d r o p p e d  t h e  l i s t s  i n  t h e  Y e a r
Book in f975.  (St i l1 on the quest ion oI  paid subscr ipt ions,  receipts are rnade out  but  not
sent  unt i l  the next  publ icat ion goes out ,  unless you send a starnp wi th your payrnent) .

Disrupt ion in the pr int ing wor ld was responsible for  the less than adequate Auturnn
Bul let in.  The large type used in the emergency rneant that  the ent i re Membersr  Forum
had to b€ orni t ted,  which was a pi f ,y  as there was v igorous argurnent Jor and against  the
peat a.r t ic le in the Surnrner one.  Since then have corne in rnany reports on exper iences

dur ing the drought,  and then in the f loods,  As rnuch as possib le wi l l  be included in the

I 'o lurn th is t ime.
A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e f e r e n c e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  W i n t e r  n u r n b e r  o I ' r T h e  N o r t h e r n  G a r d e n € r r r ,

t h e  j o u r r r a l  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  H o r t i c u ] t u r a l  S o c i e t y .  T h e  D i r e c t o r ,  r n  h r s  R e p o r t  ! a y s  -
I tThe plants that  d isappointed most th is surnrn€r were the heathers.  ShaUow root ing as

they are i t  was to be expected that  they would suf fer  in a drought,  but  the wholesale d ie-

b a c k  o I  l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  p l a n t s  w a s  d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  r n a n y  g a r d e n e r s ' r .  T h i s  i e l e r e n c e  w a s

t o  t h e  a c t u a l  H a r l o w  C a r  G a r d e n s ,  w h i c h  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h €  n o t e  o n  P a g e  4  o l  t h e  T r i a l s

R e p o r t ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  f i e l d  -  I ' o n l y  o n e  p l a n t  h a s  d i e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f

w a t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  s u r n r n e r s  o f  l 9 ? 5  a n d  f 9 ? 6 ' r ,  W e  w e r e  i n d e e d  f o r t u n a t e .

A B O U T  O U R  P U B L I C A T I O N S

Not qui te a specia l  del ivery van for  the orders af ter  the last  BuUet in went out ,  but

t h e r e  w e l e  e n o u g h  o n  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  f o r  r n y  o w n  P O S T  O F F I C E  R U B B E R  B A N D I

O v e r  h a l f  t h e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  I ' H e a t h e r  T r i a l s  R e p o r t r r h a w e  b e e n  s o l d  a n d  p a i d  J o r .  W e
have sent  copi€s to the RHS Journal  and other learned publ icatrons and hope they wiU

review i t  for  us -  otherwise we rely on our rnernbers and t rade and gardening pr€ss to

br ing the resu- l ts  oI  a l l  th is work to the not ic€ of  hort lcul tur is ts who are not  rnembers of

our Society.  I f  you have any contacts wi th any organisat ions which should be interested,

PLEASE teU them about i t  and get  any publ ic i ty  Ior  i t  that  is  possib le.  A t rernendous

arnount of  work has been put  into these t r ia ls by a few rnernbers and I  know you wi l l  agree

with rne that  we rnust  see that  the resul ts of  that  work becorne widely known.

T h e  d e m a n d  f o r  l F r e e r r  l e a t l e t s  h a s  I a r  o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  s u p p l y ,  ( t h o u g h  s a d l y  t h e r r

dist r ibut ion has produced so far  no rnoie than 3? new rnernbers) .  I  Inust  apologise to

those who are wai t ing fo!  the re-pr int .  I  hope these wi l l  soon be avai lable.  Nea!1y al l

the badge6 have been sold and a {resh supply wi l l  be ready not  long al ter  you receive

this Bul let in,  The new edi t ion of  the ' rPocket  Guide to Heather Gardening" is  now

expected in May or  June. IF you sent  a postal  order wi th an order { .orn the last  Bul I€t in

and have not  received what you asked for ,  i t  is  because you did not  g ive you!  name and

addreEs. Please wr i te to rne saying where you bought the postal  order and I  \ t iu  send

the order o l f  at  once,  ORDER FORM ON THE BACK PAGE.

P,S. Discounts for  bulk orders f rorn locat  groups -  wr i t€ for  detai ls .  Address

D.B .  O l i ve r ,  Sa les  &  D i s t r i bu t ron
Manage r

o n  b a c k  p a g e .  ( s .  a .  e .  p l e a s e ) .



THE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION No. 2

Competitors are rerninded that the closing date is JUNE 30t}]I977. Entry forrns are
avai lable { iorn - Mr. H.J. Fulcher, 30 Mousehold Lane, Norwich, NR? 8HE.

THE SLIDE LIBRARY

As we star t  the Spr ing per iod,  i t  is  probably a good idea to subrni t  a br ief  report
on the act iv i t ies ot  the Sl ide Library dur ing the past  year.  Frorn the surnrner of . I9?5
unt i l  October l9?6 the number oI  borrowings was as fo l lows -

BOX A 4t i rnes BOX C ? t i rnes BOX X 6 t i rnes
BOX B 3 t i rhes BOX D 7 t i rnes

Boxes C and D would seern to be the rnost  popular .  The requests for  loans app€ar
to emanate f rom the sarne rnernbers -  i t  would be nice to see the net  spread rnore widely.
Postage,  which is  becorning astronomical ,  may account {or  the lessening dernand, and
other forrner bortowers rnay have bui l t  up their  own stock.

There has been some cr i t ic ism o{ Box A,  not  perhaps surpr is ingly as i t  contains
some of  our ear l iest  contr ibut ions.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Ardron has k indly of{ered to

ats iBt  me in a review of  th is box.  I t  rnu6t  be rernernbered,  however,  that  the Sl ide
Libraly can only funct ion sat is factor i ly  i f  rnernbers cont inue to of fer  n€w sl ide8.  For
th is reason the s l ide compet i t ion is  an excel lent  idea.  I  thank Mr.  Fulcher for  organis ing

and Mr.  Street  fo i  suggest ing,  the compet i t ion held in l9?6,  and rny thanks go also to
the rneInbers who part ic ipated and donated their  s l ides to the Library,  We are happy to
know that  fur ther compet i t ions are to take place th is year.

In conclusion,  I  wou- ld ask borrowers to be.very prornpt  in returning boxes af ter

their  lectures.  There has been s l ight  delay in sorne cases which causes a l i t t le  d i l f icul ty
at  t imes,  otherwise I  am del ighted at  the obvious care taken of  them,

P h y l h s  L e e ,  S l i d e  L i b r a r i a n .
q3o_ur_\Elug

Norfolk Grdup

Due to the vaga! ies of  the weather and i1 lness,  at tendance was lower than usual  at

t h e  N o r f o l k  G r o u p ' s  S o c i a l  E v e n i n g  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  D e c e r n b e r  l 6 t h  a t  T a v e r h a r n  V i U a g e

Ha1l .  AJter  the Chairrnan,  Mr.  B.G, London, had welcomed old and new rnernbers,

shelry was aerved and then garnes organised Ly Mr.  J.  Marshal l  had rnembers racking

their  brains compet ing to win pr izes of  heathers k indly donated by Mr.  Nei l  Brurnmage.

A raf f le for  a large iced Chr ist rnas cake,  rnade and donated by Mrs.  J.  Brooks,

made a s izeable surn for  1oca1 Group {unds a5 did the sale of  notelets wi t } !  a heather

mot i f .  The raf f le was won by Mrs.  F.  Stevenson, provid ing her wi th an unexpected

bir thday present.  The ample refreshments,  cooked and prepared by f ive ]ady mernbers,

earned the plaudi ts of  the mernbers and brought to an end a rnost  successful  evening,
B .  G .  L .

Farthe!  Weat Group, January l?th l9?7

The v is i t  to Exeter  Univers i ty  pa6sed ot f  very wel l .  Fourt€en rnelnbers part i -

c ipated.  Mr.  Crouch,  the Super intendent of  Glounds,  received uE and gtayed wi th us
throughout a tour o{  the greenhouBe6 and then of  the two rnain heather p lant ings.  His
pleasant ef f ic iency enhanced the enjoyrnent .  I t  was sad to see the depredat ions caused
by the allonght on the rnain bank, but heartening to 6ee the new planting and the goodly

nuiyrber of  cut t ingB that  are root ing.

Roy Mal tby

The MidlandB Group

It  a iene that  the subject  of  propagat ion has an unJai l i r lg at t ract ion Io!  heather

growe!8,  and i t  was so again when 34 rnernbere ot  the MidlandB Group rnet  in Bir rn ingharn
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on Nov€rnber 26th.  Pbter  Hutchinson,  NDH, Hort icul tural  Lecturcr  of  Brook-Iyn
Agr icul tural  Col1ege, Lciccster . ,  covered thc f ic ld veiy thoroughly in a ta lk which deal t

a lso wi th other er icaceous Dlants.  He broueht wi th h i rn typical  mater ia l  for  taking
cut t ings {r :orn as wel l  as rooted cut t ings in vary ing stagcs of  growth.  His interest ing
sl ides i l lustrated rnethods both ancient  and rnodern.

C a r d e n  V i s i t s  i n  M a v  1 9 ? ? .  O n  S u n d a y ,  M a y  1 5 t h  w e  v i s i t  o u r  r n € r n b e r s  M r .  &  M r s .
Heslop,  Rockyf ie ld,  Markf ie ld,  near Leicester ,  to see their  garden and Rhododenaron
a n d  H e a t h e r  N u r s e r y .  F r o m  t h c r e  w c  g o  t o  2 9 9  S c a g r a v e  R o a d ,  S e a g r a v e ,  L c i c e s t e r ,  r o
s c c  M r ,  C . J .  G c n n a r d s r h c a t h e r s  a n d  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  g a r d c n .  W e  r n e c t  a t  1 2 . 3 0  i n  t h e
car park of  Bradgate Park,  6 In i les NW of  Leicester ,  next  to the Church in Newto\rn
LinIord.  Plcase br ing your own picnic lunch.  This is  the ONLY NOTICE, but  Atan
Dudley,  Shenstone 481183, wi l l  g ladly answer any quer ies.

H a r o l d  S t r e e t
South Wc st  Group

Due to the distances sorne of  our mernb€rs t ravel  to meet ings,  we tend to go into
hibcrnat ion dur ing the dcpths of  winter .  However,  we have one def in i te date planned
and a numbcr of  provis lonal  rnect ings -  February 26th,  v is i t  to Mr.  & Mrs.  Stoddartrs
g a r d e n  a t  S h a r e r n  C o t t a g e ,  C h a r l t o n  H a w t h o r n e ,  a n d  M r .  &  M r s ,  J o n e s  a t  O t t c r ' s  C o u r t ,
W c 6 t  C a r n c l ,  { o l l o w c d  b y  6 h o r t  b u s i n c d s  m e e t i n g s .  P r o p o s e d  r n € e t i n g s  -  t o  b e  a g r c c d
and f inal  dates l ixed -  Vis i t  to Georgc Osmondts at  Wickwar.  Jgl !  v is i t  to stands of
w i l d  E r i c a  c i l i a l i s  o n  t h c  D o r s e t  H e a t h s .

B c  r t  J o n e s
Weald and Thanet Croup

Unfortunately,  we havc to announce that  M!d.  Codbol t  Ieels that  she can no longcr
cont inuc to run the Group. Dcspi te a nurnber o l  appeals lor  sorneone to takc over wc
havc no successor.  Thc!efore,  we can only put  the Group in cold storage and hope that
at  sorne t imc sorncone wi l l  appear to rcsusci tate i t .  Mrs.  Godbol t  thanks thosc who
havc hclped hcr in thc past  wi th croup act iv i t ics,  pal t icular ty Mrs.  M. Woods;  who
a c t c d  a 5  T r c a s u r c  r .

Northcrn C!oups

Octobcr 2znd 19?6. The Har low Ca! Croup werc i rdebted to Dr.  H.  McAnister ,
Assistant  Director  of  L iverpool  Univers i ty  Botanic Garden at  N€ss Ior  h is prograrnme
"Hcathers in the Wi ld ' r .  His invcst igat ions on s i tcs in the Br i t ish Is l .s  and Europc
wcrc i l lustratcd by excel lent  s l ides :nd includcd some new evidcnce which we hope to
cnlarge upon in thc 19?8 Ycar Book.  Novcrnber 25th.  The Shcf f ie ld croup Mect ing
considerei l  i twhat is  pH? "  " r 'd "o i l  t . .Eng -Ml ior , -" t reted and discucaed. j l1glg l l
Z0t l -  1977, Sheff ic ld croup -  Mrs.  G. lV.  Lee projcctcd Box A Ior  asse6srnent o l  qual i ty
and a number oI  s l idc5 we!e dernorcd for  replacement by s l ides of  bct tcr  qual i ty .  A
typical  notc f lorn thc Rccording Tcaln acknowledging a copy of  the Har low Car "Heathcr

Tr i . . ls"  rcads -  l rWe look at  thc p laque (on thc hut)  in rnernory of  Frcd Chapplc and feel
that  we inustnr t  let  h i rn down i f  wc can help i t t r .

Mid Southern Group
On Novcrnber 2?th,  31 Inenbcrs met at  Dorking for  a del ighr lu l  af ternoon of  f i l rns

and a pancl  oJ expcrts to answer our qucst ions.  M!.  Er ic Cook k indly brought h is
projcctor  and Mr6.  Pamcla Lee presented sorne f ine s l ides oI  hcathers f ro ln the Heathcr
Socictyrs l ibrary and of  our v is i t  to Major  ceneral  Turpin 's garden ear l icr  in thc ycar.
'Wc 

wcre thcn t rcated to a ieal ly  dcl ic ious tea,  a l l  hone-rnadc by the ladies,  the high-
l ight  bcing 6orne rnost  unusual  and at t ract ive pastr ies a id goodics so gencrou6ly rnaale
for  us by Mrs.  Hugh Nicholson.  We were pleased to welcornc three v is i tors and hope
thcy may soon becomc rrone oI  us, t ,

Mol ly  Boxa1l



We look forward especiauy th is year to the day at  Great  Cornp near Sevenoaks on

July 2nd,  when our v is i t  to Mr.  & Mrs.  Er ic Carneronrs seven acre garden wi l l  be

fol lowed in the evening by a reci ta l ,  in  the concert  hal1,  oI  popu. lar  excerpts f rom
Gilbert  and Sul l ivan.  Appl icat ions for  t ickets (12.00,  which wi l l  be dist r ibuted personal ly

to save postage) can st i t l  be accepted up unt i l  May 1st .  (Phone Hindhead 4947).  Dontt
forget  to br ing a picnic lunch to our J i rst  gather ing of  l9??.  We Ineet  in th€ car park of
t h e  S a v i l l e  G a r d e n s ,  W i n d s o r ,  a t  U . 0 0  a . r n .  o n  M a r c h  t 9 t h .  T h e  " h o s t  o l  g o l d c n  ( d w a r f )
daf fodi ls"  a lone are worth the v is i t .  In future we wi l l  have to resrr ic t  nurnbers v is i t ing
! I ! lg!9_ gardens,  so plcase phone rne in.advance i l  you wish to come in May or  August .

P a m e l a  L e e

DIARY OF EVENTS

M a r c h  1 7 t h  S h e f f i e l d  G r o u p ,  F r i e n d s  M e e t i n g  H o u s e ,  H a r t s h e a d  ? .  3 0  p .  m .
U l u s t r a t e d  t a l k  o n  t ' l r t i l d  H c a t h e r s "  b y  M r .  K . C .  B a r r a c l o u g h .

M a r c h  1 9 t h  H a r l o w C a r  c r o u p ,  M r .  L . c .  K n i g h t ,  N D H ,  F L S ,  A H ,  t a l k s  o n  l H c a t h e r s

i n  P u b l i c  P a r k s  &  c a r d e n s , t .  D e t a i l s  l r o m  M r .  R u s s .
M a r c h  1 9 t h  M i d  S o u t h e r n  v i s i t  V a I l e y  &  S a v i l t e  c a r d e n s ,  W i n d s o r ,  1 1 . 0 0  a . r n .
M a r c h  2 l s t  \ , V e s t  o f  S c o t l a n d  A , C . M .
May 15th Midlands croup v is i t  tw.o gardens (sec Group Ncws).
May 22td Northern croup ( inc luding 3,4 & 5 Zoncs) Spi ing v is i t  a l1 day,  Har low

May Z2^A
C a r  G a r d e n s  a n d  H e a t h e r  T r i a l s  g r o u n d .
M i d  S o u t h c r n  a t  K i n g s w o o d .  2 , 3 0  p . r n .  " B e e c h  C o p p i c e , , ,  K i n g s w o o d
( S i r  M a u r i c c  &  L a d y  B a n k s )  t h e n  t o  ' , c i l r i d g e , '  ( M r .  &  M r s ,  B e r n a r d  B o x a l l ) .

May  l 8 -20 th  Che l sca  F lowc !  Show.  S .  a .  e .  t o  Mrs .  Mac l , eod  f o r  6  F rec  t i c ke t s .
June  13 th  We6 t  o f  Sco t l and  v i s i t  C ra igmar loch  Nu rsc ry ,  M id  Ba r rwood  ? .30  p .  r n .
June l6th Norfolk Blanch, Tavcrharn Vit lagc Hall ,  ?.30 p.In.
Junc 26th- Sheff icld croup part icipate whcn local Soci€t ies stage displays at thc

JuIy 3rd Botanical cardcns, by showing Heathers and lecture by Box X with tape.
July 2nd Mid Southern, creat Cornp, 2. 30 p. rn. (scc Group News).
Augua t  znd  Wes t  o f  Sco t l and  v i s i t  S t i r l i ng  Un i ve rs i t y  ga rdens ,  2 .30  p . rn ,
August 9-l0th RHS Hcather Cornpeti t ions. @.
Augus t  l 3 th  M id  Sou the rn  v i s i t  B r i g .  I , ucas  ph i l l i p s ,ga rden ,  OxEho t t ,  2 ,30  p .m .
August 25th Norlolk Branch, Taverharn Vi l tage Hal].
Sep t .  l 6 -18 th  CONFERENCE w i th  A . c .M . ,  Un i ve rs i t y  Res idcnces ,  No rw ich .

TRANSLATIONS OF HEATHER BOOKS

When Mr. vaD de Laar's HET HEIDETUINBOEK calnc out, wc greeted i t  in the
1975 Ycar Book as excel lently cornplerncnting the proudlcys' HEATHERS IN COLOUR.
Indecd, so good are both, that thc latter has bccn translated into Geiman and into Mr.
van dc Laarrs own Dutch, and the Iormcr into English and cerrnan. So both wil l  be
avai lable in al l  three J.anguages - but why not in French? There is st iu no heathcr book
in French, although Count de la Rocheloucauld has in hand a Franch translat ion of the
ncxt edit ion of Yatcs' POCKET GUIDE.

25,000 copics of HET HEIDETUINBOEK have been printed, and yet Moussaults oI
Baarn have printed 9,000 of thc Proudleys, HEIDETUINEN IN KLEUR, the tra4slat ion
by Dieneke van Raalte. The ceirnan translat ion is b]/  Frau Christ ine Ddncr:.  Al l
thesc nunbers suggest a better narket Ior such books in the Netherlands than hcrc.

Parcy, i t  is who have publrshed HEIDECARTEN, rh. cer 'nan version ol van de
Laa!'s book, ably produccd by that rnost knowl€dgeabte d.ndrotogist Dr. c. K!{tBsrnan,
Hc has also paraphrased and added to i t ,  so heie is now thc combined wisdom oI
plobably thc two best ericologists on the Continent, and in a language rnore of us know
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than Dutch.  I t  costs DM 19.80.  The Engl ish t ranslat ion,  a lso adaptcd,  arnended and

added to,  is  to be cal led A GUIDE TO THE HEATHER GARDEN and should be publ iEhed

later  th is year by Col l ins.  
D.  Mcc.

A THOMAS HARDY I IEATHER?

19?8 is the 5oth anniversarv of  the death of  Thornas t lardy and the centedary oI  the

P u b l i c a t i o n o f ' ' T h e R e t u r n o f t h e N a t i v e ' ' . T h e T h o m a s H a r d y s o c i c t y h a s s u g g e 6 t . c d
that  s ince Hardy was so devoted to the Dotset  countryside,  inc luding the heathland which

he named rEgdon Heathr,  that  i t  wo! . td be rnost  aPProPr iate to rnark the occasion by

naming a heathcr af tcr 'h i rn.  No doubt th is would help sorneoncts salcs '  But  heathe!s

should bear names that  have sorne re levanc€ to their  or ig in '  who therefore has a worthy

and dist inct ive f ind in the Hardy country which might  bear h is rarne'  or  that  of  h ia

i . " , f r t  nf t .  K.  Carter ,  the Secretary oI  the Society '  would I ike to know'  at  I  Dagmar

R o a d ,  D o r c h e 6 t c r .

T} IE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

S e p t e m b e r  l 6 - t 8 t h  1 9 ? ? '  U r i v e r s i t v  R e s i d e n c e s '  N o r w i c h

So lar ,  wr i t ing in rn id January,  I .can rePort  that  I9 rooms have been booked'  but

the!c arc st i l l  l5  double or  s lngle too, , , . , "  , r ,  tha main bloct  awai t ing you!  50p'  booking

fcc,  On payrncnt  of  th is,  you ' i i t t  bc se"t  a Reservat ion Form ehich aske lor  or  aets

out  any sPccia l  requrremenls you may have'  I I  you wi l l  send th is form back wi th your

" f r"q" .  l i fO Per hcad for  the week-end'  p lus t6 '24 i f  s taying over unt i l  the Mondav

rnorning) by JULY 316t,  thc Prograrnrnc and di rect ions wiUte fo lwardcd wi th your

" ."" tpt ] '  Cieques to be m"dt  ot i t  to i 'Thc Heathcr 'society '  No'  2 Account ' r '  Dav

v i s i t o r s  a r c  w c l c o r n e '  t h e  c h a r g e  f o r  r n e a l s  b c i n g  -  l u n c h  i l  ? O '  D i n n c r  f 2 ' 0 0 '  b u t

o l e a E c  I c t  r n e  k n o w  s o  t h a t  a r r a n g e r n c n t s  c a n  t ' e  m a o c '

B - G .  L o n d o n ,  6  R o c d i c h  D r i v e ,  T a v e ! h a r n '  N o r w l c h '  N R 6  o K D '

sEc TARY.  UR
A FIN

ARE YOU ONE OF ninety-nine) rncrnbc have  NOT YET

the NEW ERS which came lCE ON JAN UARY

NOTE.  I f veloPe doeg c a  l 9??  YEAR i t  wi l l  bc bccaude

6cr iPt ion OVERDUE. On rc

(r1 A ing le ,  12 .00  i o a stamp Ior thc st in postag. involvcd,

copy wil l  bc aent. ;  are cut t ing down on
-numbcr 

pr intcd 60 Plcase DO

NOT DELAY,  W€ not like You to bc di
C . l .  M a c L e o d

T  back
1 .

MEMBERSI FORUM

Thc Story of thc Badgc
Thc 6ccd was aown wncn an i tetn in thc 19?4 Auturnn Bullct in suggc6tcd that l lcathcr

Moti. f  ComPctit ion alesigns could be usedfor '  aroong othcr things' a luturc t ic ot badgc'

I  wrote to Mrs. MacLeoal on the rnel i ts oI the society's havinS a badgc alrd for rny palDa

was askcd to bring the rnatler uP at thc ncxt Conference' This I  did and thc Incrnbcra

prescnt agreed that 1t was t gooa iat^'  What I  did not cxPsct was to bc a6k'd to

procccd with i t .  At f i rst.  panrc stat iorr6 I 'd never desigoed anything more inEPir ing

;;; ; ;" ; ; ;  p.th before - so how to set about a badge was at l i rst bcvoi:d 'nc'

Howcvcr, I  obtained "o-. i ' . .a"1 "; ;" ' ;"p." Irorn M-rs'  Macl-cod' and using thc rnoti f

a6 a baEc, pai l ted an ovar a;ounJ l t  "" i  r  r"a i$ the l lcwer and Ioriagc coiours' I  rr ladc

a alozen copi:6 anal posted thein of l  to various l iadgc r: laf, trs 'ui led rnc6tly {rorn th'

ni"* i"g}r. t  Ycl lovPage6, asking tor quotations as Pcr Ccsign' Scvcral lcpl ics calnc
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quickry '  rnost ly  unsat is factoiy '  but  r  wai ted pat ientry and eventuat ly  onc arr ived wi th no
i fs or  buts and rnoreover at  a reasonable pr ice.  Then having got  so far ,  I  sudden- ly
t h o u g h t , r N o w \ r h a t d o I d o ? t H a v i n g n o o f f i c i a l s t a t u s I c o u l d n o t p r o c e c d a n y f u r t h e r

wi thout  counci l  consent.  Then out  oJ the blue ca' .e a not ice that  the Mid southern croup
wcrc to rneet  at  Br ian Mar inrs house- in worth ing.  A- l though not  a rnernber,  I  l ive betwixt
and bctwe.n thern and the South Western Group. I  sought permission aDd went to the
M e e t i n g .  M e m b c r s  o f  t h c  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  T r c a s u r e r ,  M r ,  E . R .  T u r n e . ,  w e r c  p r e s c n t ,
so I  handed over rny f indings to thern and lef t  i t  in  their  hands.  The rcsul t  is  now in
evidence,  and,  thankJul ly  for  rne,  i r  has becn wel t  received.  At  the recent  Snowdonia
Conferencc the badge, a year af ter  i ts  aonccpt ion,  was being worn by a] l  the rnernbcrs
Pfesent '  

John Br idgland,  Fareham.
(Notc -  Threc Counci l  Of f icers have even more reason to be BrateJut  to Mr.  Br idgland.
Hc has donatcd threc of f ic ia l  brooches,  Chairrnan,  Trcasurer and Secrctar .y in rcd.

c  . 1 .  M .

Florn Mr. r. purserove, ",,n"*#-*. "n]&#elrr€
My heathers ncvct  havc any pcat  .xcept  the srnal l  amount that  cornes in the t iny

pots of  rootcd cut t ings,  but  they do have a mulch o{  bracken cornpost  gathercd f lorn a
woodland source.  Col lect  your bracken beforc thc apores appear.  I  I ind that  Spl ing is
thc bcst  t imc to col lect  i t  bcfore thc new growth appcars.  I t  is  best  r iddled throuqh a
hau- inch s icvc beforc apply ing.  That  operat ion wi l l  cxtract  any coarse roots and wi t l
brcak up thc c lumps of  f ibrc,  rewarding the gardener wi th a I i rs t  c lass mulch.  and anv
weeds that  do gcrminate can casi ly  bc put led out . .

Froln Cornmander M. Ward,  nr .  Chippeniarn,  Wi l ts .
I  a r n  g o i n g  t o  b u y  E o r n e  1 . C . I .  F o r c s t  B a r k .  A t  I  b e l i e v e  L I . 4 9  I o r  Z +  c u . I t .  i t

6 c c r n a  a  v c r y  p o a a i b l c  a n s w e r  a n d  a  b e t t e r  b u y  t h a n  p e a t .

I n  P r a i s c  o f  P e a t
F r o r n  M i s 6  I . M . N .  R v a n ,  O t t e r y  S t ,  M a r y ,  D c v o n

Thc wholc of  the surnmer of  19?5 was spent in the digging in of  peat  to improvc thc
soi l  in  thc proposcd ncw hcather garden. I  Iaboured to get  on a 5 crn.  (2 j .nch) mulch of
pcat  af tc!  p lant i tg was done, beginning in Novcrnber.  Thc watcr  supply i r l  East  Dcvon
waa not  rcatr ic tcd qui tc so car ly as in othcr  parts of  the county so thc cr icas had the
bcncf i t  of  a hosc unt i l  ear ly Ju1y.  Al l  that  d icd (?O of  the 180 plantcd) wc!e f rom thc
Spr i lg p lantcd ones.  The outstanding fact  is  the sturdincs6 oI  thc Autumn plantcd ones,
but  I  a lso at t r ibutc thci r  welrbcing to thc mulch of  pcat .  I  ar '  ccr ta in that  the pcat  not
only kcpt  thc roots cool ,  but  a lso gave the young f ib lcs soncthing to hold on to.

F r o r n  M t a .  D .  E v e r e t t ,  D r o i t w i c h
AJter your ar t ic le in which you pul led pcat  pots to p ieces ( ! i lc taphor ical ly  speaking)

i t  is  a wonder we are st i l l  on rpeaking (o!  wr i t ing) terrns.  I  th ink they are wondcr lu l
th inge.  Howevcr,  a l l  is  {orgivc4.

From Mr,  J.  Rookc,  Buxton,  Dcrbys.
We l ivc in l imcstone country,  and about 1. ,  OOO fect  abovc sea 1cvel .  Thc hcathcrs

are growing on a tockcry which is  composcd oI  two t ie!s oI  l ime6tonc,  f i l led wi th pcat
( 'nain ly d i rect  f lorn t t tc  moor) ,  sand and bccch leaf  r rould.  The rnajor i ry of  t t .  p ' l . r r t "
arc about f ivc years o ld.  We do not  appear to have lost  eny by leaching but  a few havc
died as thc icsul t  of  the dry weathe! .

Thc Drought in Dorsct
Two surnrnerE undcr drought condi t ions havc rcduced onc part  of  our garalen to an

ar id waatc.  In 19?5 er icas grown to procluce f lowere rnost  of  thc ycar on a 6outh- facinq
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bank in fuu sun suJfered only s l ight ly ,  wi th the except ion ol  E.Carnea 'Spr ingwood

Whitc '  and E. . lXg!g! t ! -+ Al l  the plants on the bank we?e at  least  15 ycars o ld,  had
becn kcpt  c l ipped and were in good heai t .  In 1976 the sarne bank was ai lccted badly.
Throughout the years,  rnoor lands nearby have been burnt  many t i rnes,  leaving gr i ln
blackened arcas.  AIas,  our hcathe!  bank,  which ha I  5ecn pictured on thc cata. logues of
a wel l -known Heather Nurscry,  has developed a s i rn i r r r  burnt-out  appearancc,  In spi te
oJ the hcat  of  the f i res the moor lands recover j  new growth spr inging l rom the o1d roots.
Seedl ings also appear.  My one hope is that  the sarne th ing wi l l  happen herc.  Those
er icas which have suJlered rnost  are Carneas ,Spr ingwood Pinkr and 'Spr ingwood Whitc ' ,
' R u b r a r ,  r S t a r t l e r ' ,  r T h o r n a s  K i n g s c o t e '  a n d  ' W i n r e r  B e a u t y , .  q a U u n a  v u l g a r i s  -  i n
p a t c h e s  -  r C o . W i c k l o w r ,  t H . E .  B e a t e i ,  t J . H .  H a r n i l t o n r ,  r J o a n  S p a r k e s ' ,  t P e t c r  S p a r k e s r ,
r T i b r .  E . c i n e r e a  -  ! C . D .  E a s o n r ,  r E d e n  V a l l e y r ,  ' V c l v e t N i g h t r .  E . x  W a t s o n i i  -
r D a w n t ,  E . x  W i l l i a r n s i i  ' P . D .  W i l l i a r n s r ,  E . r s t u a r t i i ' ,  E . x  d a r l e v e n s i s  ' S i l b c r s c h r n c l z e ' .

E . v a g a n s  -  r M r s .  D . - t r ' ,  M a x w c l l r .  D a b o e c i a  c a n t a b t i c a  -  r A l b a ' ,  ' A t r o - P u r p u r c a r ,

Heathcrs which secm obl iv i .us "r  t r , "  i -a i i i l@g31g 'Goldcn rcather ' ,
E . c i n e t c a  r J o y c e  B u r f i t t r a n d  E r i c a  u r n b e l l a t a .  M c r c i f u U y  m o s t  o t  t h c  c r i c a s  w h i c h

grew on our bank have surv ived in less sunny parts of  the gardcn,  so that  a l l  is  not  yct
l o e t .

D .  Mag iness ,  B roads tone .

Ex t rac t s  f r om You r  Le t t e ! s  on  t he  D rouph t ,  and  o the r  t h i ngs
O c t o b c r  2 9 t h  -  M ! s .  L o v . g r o v c ,  G w e n t

Thc drought h i t  us in South Walcs worse than most p laccs.  I  have lo6t  no cnd of
pcat- lovcrs ( rhodos etc.)  and hund!eds of  heathcrE inctuding even rspr ingwood pink '  and
lalgc cstabl ishcd plants of  'P ink Spangl .s ' .  F lowe.rs on cal lunas were al rndat  non-
existcnt  and vagans wcre very poor wi th spikes about ;  inch long at  most .  Two th ings
howcver,  I  havc discovcred which havc dcl ishtcd mc.
a) Daboccia cut t ings take far  bct te!  ln pure peat  rhan in peet  and sand, and
b) E.Cincrca cut t ings take weU in ear lyApr i l .  AJter  t ry ing wi th no auccess iD

J u l y - S e p t c m b e r ,  l  g o t J 5 l o  o {  ' P i n k  I c e ' t h r o u g h ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  o n  A I 1  F o o l s ' D a y l
I  h a v c  6 4  D a b o c c i a  ' A l b a t c u t t i n g s  t o  p l a n t  o u t  ( I  d o  a d o r c  r A t b a ' )  w h e n  o r  i J  t h c .
r a i n  e v c r  a t o p s .

O c t o b c !  8 t h  -  L t . G n d r ,  T . H . R .  c r a h a r n ,  J e r s e y
Onc th ing I  havc lcarnt  f rom the drought -  i t  is  no usc,  or  l i t tLe u6e,  t ry ing to save

a heath or  heather by star t ing to water when thc plant  shows def in i tc  s ig. i  of  s ickncsa.
I t  docBntt  6cc 'n to do any good, whcrcas a l i t t le  water when a dry spel l  looka l ike going
on rnay sav.  thc day.  A la!ge Dorsct  l lcath which wc near ly lost  in 19?5 surv ivcd and
cvcn gaincd growth as wc wate!ed i t  f rom thc star t ,  in  l9?6.
Novcmbc! znd -  Mrs.  Jcan Eumphrey,  Warwick

I  havc dug up 52 oI  the 1an-yqar o lds and have cut  back rnost  oI  the s ick ly looking
young onea. Thc ones I  have dug out  arc the wint . r - I lowcr ing ones and I  a ln going to
mis6 thc beaut i tu l  s ight  thcy rnadc f rom rny windows. This last  surnlncr  has givcn Inc
notbing but  hard work,  but  I r rn not  downhcartcd bccause the gardcn is  st i l1  6mi l ing at
m e  a n d  c a l l i n g  m e  i n t o  i t .

Novernbcr 25th -  Miss K.  M. Fel l ,  Wirnborne
May I  enquire through thc Bu-Uct in why my rVivel l i i r  is  such a shy f lowcrer.  I  got

two plat ts sorne years ago.  Onc died at  once and though the other I lowered a l i t t le  at
l i rs t  and I  havc takcn layer ings of f  i t ,  th. re was vcry l i t t l .  f lowcr Last  yea!  and l i t t lc
progpcct  shown th is.  I t  d id not  appcar to suJfcr  f rorn drought,  rspr ingwood Wti te l
sul fcrcd badly,  but  not  thc !eds.

Novcrnber 9th -  Mi6s J.  Longsta{ f ,  Crowboiough
Thc ground hcre did not show any signs of cracking in thc droBght but on handJorkirg
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arourd the plants the fork would suddenly d isappear into lar :ge cracks below the sur lace
and on invest igat ion the plants werc each s i t t ing on a l i t t le  is land completely surroundcd

by large cracks.  Thcse were the plants that  e i ther sul{ered badly or  cornplete ly
dcparted.  I  wonder i f  anyone else carne across th is.

Dccetnber. lz th -  Mr.  Er ik Andersen,  Denmark
A gardener i4 a Gcrman publ icat ion advises that  in warrn and dry weather,  rn ix one

I i f th l i t re of  sulphur ic acid wi th tap water and put  i t  in to water tanks Ior  water ing hcathcr,
Acid tcst  the water cornpanyrs water pH wi th acid test ing paper.  In Denrnark ia inwater

is about 6 pH and waterworks water is  about 8-9pH.

I n  P r a i s e  o f  D a b o e c i a s

O c t o b c r  Z 9 t h  -  M r s .  G .  M o s s ,  C l w y d

My late husband and I  i rnport€d some acid soi l  ( the garden soi l  is  l imey) and plantcd

Drboccia rDavid Moss' .  These arc f lour ishing and have surv iv.d the drought wcl l .  In
fact  thcy have bcen f lower ing s ince June and cont inue to do so.

Ngvl tnbc!  5th -  Mr.  A.C. BuLl ,  Nol thumber land
" My tetra l ix  heathcrs have appalent ly  a l l  d ied except one c lump of  rdba' .  No

c4l lunas were af fcctcd but  carnea6, c inereas and c i l iar is  a l l  part ly  d ied.  Onc bonus

w1s wi th thc Dabocciaa.  Dur ing the drought they look€d s lck,  but  wi th ? inch of  ia in in

Scptembcr wc had a wonder lu l  show oJ bloorn in Octobe!  ar ld thcy arc st i l l  f lower ing.

Nbvcrnber 4th -  Mr.  P.  Bcasent,  London

Thc cfJ.cts ot  thc drouSht in rny l ight  soi l  were very var ied -  5 'Golden Fcathc! l

a l l  d ied whi le 5 tcoldcn CarI '€t r took no not icc o l  the drought.  My biggcst  surpr ise was
\r i th rny tavour i tca,  the Daboecias.  In a. l l  casc6 the fo l iage showed no s igha of  d ist rcss
but  therc werc no f lowers.  Since thc ra in calne, ' thcy have f lowered f recly,

A Fl !6t  Tr ibutc

.  Flbi i .Mr. F.W. Stalford, Liverpool, January l2th 19??
I should l ikc to thank you for a1l your work and thc enthusiasm and e{f iciency oI

your Icl low off icials. Thc Heathcr Trials Repott is a great cftolt  and ab6orbinS. My
soil  is Bl ightly alkal ine so I could not plant rConstancer, but wou-ld you report that
rMyxctoun Ruby' ignored the l9?6 wcather and whilst al l  rny other calncas and hybrids
have bcea letalded considcrably, rMytctoun Rubyt is { irst in the f ield u, i th i ts lovcly
f losrcrs. Anothcr outstanding success last wirtcr was E. erigcna 'Rivcralcar having
gtown vc!y quickly to about 18 inch and, having del ied the weather'  is !ecovering with

e rca t  p l om isc  f o r  l a te  sp r i ng .

Tirnelv Watcring
F ro?Mr ,  A .W,  Jones ,  We6 tCame l ,  Janua ty  26 th  I 9??

AIl t . l lc cult ivar6 withir E. sect Call icodoa sccrn to have suJJeied. When thcy

.should havc bccn producitrg thcir l lowering wood they wcre suJtering from the worst

.ctfecta o{ thc drouSht and hcat of the l9?5 sumrner- About thc beginning of APri l  (1976)

.-I tlirnrncd thc g:g9g 'Ruby Glowr and began to water the Plant6 as I planncd to movc

tftrn. They bcgan to pioduce rrcvr growth which was absent Irom adjacent g"oup6 of
. '  tKlng Ccoigc' and tPreecor Rubra'.  I  expcrimentcd by wateri l lg thesc, with t} lc aalnc

.ic,edt,.ac.I, growth. They arc now bloorninS quitc weU outside thc ,r'irldow. The Ioli.ge
-colaurs. oI tA'rrn Sparke6' and 'Foxhollow' have becomc quite rnagniliccnt and tbc lattcr

--a:oltraits bcautifully with the blossoln of rling Georgcr.


