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Editor: Mrs, Diano Jon€s,Otters' Court, West Camel,Nr. Yeovil, Somerset,BA22 7OF.
Sincethe publication of our 1982 Year Book and Spring Bulletin, u,e havg
rscei\r€dthe sad nevw oI the death of Mf. Alfred Bowermanone of the founder mernb€rs
of the Society. He will be mirsed by all ol us who remembgrhim as our past Chsirman
and a3 a $,olcominghost to his lovely garden ChampsHill, ConstanceMacLeodhas kindly
written an obituary which we felt should be publishedin this bulletin and not kept for
inclusionin the'1983 Y6ar Book.
Our Society continuesto grow and flourish thanks to the vision of sll our founder
membets.
DianeJones.

MR ALFBED EOWERMAN
It is with deep sorrow that I have to tell you of the d6ath on 22nd Februaryof
Mr Alfred Bowerman.
Twsnty yesrs ago he and his wife Margaretrespondedto Sir John Charrington's
appealto those gardenerswho loved heathersto support him in the founding of a Heather
Society, to t6ke iti honoured place among the many other specialistg€rdeningsocioties.
I well recall not long aftgrw€rdsmeetingihem at John Letts'g€rden when Margaretsaid
"W6 are busy making a hoathergsrden:
there ir not much to seeyet, but when there is,
r,\rehope you will come End visit it." How wonderlully they fulfilled that wish rs
.eflected in tho many hundredsof memb€rswho have visited ChampsHill, and nsve
enjoyed their gracioushospitality and the beauty of their garden.
Neither of them joined the "Committee" (as we thon v\rere)immediatelybut in
'1966wirh
typical diffidenco. Alfred suggestedto me rhat Margaretwoutd tike to take her
sharein the responsibilityot running the Society, and as they almys liked doing things
toggth€r.he too joined uE in 1970, bringing his wire counselas a countrvman to our
deliberations.ll w6s ther€fora very apparent.whsn Sir John rolinquishedhis posiiion as
Chairmanin 1971 to b€comePrciidont, following the reiignation of Mr Frgd Chappl€,
that the Committee wiih one accord proposedthat Mr Bo$rermsnshould becom€fie new
Chairman, This he accepted,attgndingconferoncessnd with great devotion putting his
supremetal.nts 6s a m€diator to th6 new tark, which included the elevationof th€
"Commifig€" to a "Council"
in 1973.
I ar SgcretarywEs proud to lerv€ undor him until my rcBignationin lg77 which
proved to be his last fu yoar a3 Chairmon. Drclining health in t97g forced him ro
rosignin fa\rour ot GonsralTurpin, but 6gain,n6varono to pr€sumehia authority, he
rawrtod to being an ordinary memb€rof Gouncil,attending when he w€aable.
We extend our aJlectionatesympsthy to hii wite, son and daughterin their 9r6at
.
toL.
Conitance Maclrod.
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1982
3rd-sth SEPTEMBER
12th ANNUAL CONFERENCE,
Universityo{ lsncaster should have
Bookingsfor this year's Conferenco6t The'10
'Fairfield'
JeffersonDrive, Ulvorston,Cumbria,
alr€dv been sent to Mr Frsnk Culiey,
LA12 gLU enclosinga booking fee of €2 per mailing. A few plac$ stili reftain, so if you
haven't yet booked pleasedo so as soon as possible.
The ProgrammeIor the vwekendis now beingfinalisedand includesvisitsto Mr Geof
Yates'gardenat windermereand to the Lrkeland Horticultural Society'sGardenat Holehird.
The {ull Conferencef€e should be forwarded to Mr Culley by July 31st togetherwith any
specialrcquests,and a SAE lor the full programmeand itinerary. Chequesshould be rnade
pavableto 'The Heathorsociety conference'.
The Conferencechargesare:
Residents- Friday eveningto Monday morning
" Sundavafternoon (inc
lunchl
"
" (no lunch)
Non-residents- Daily chargeinc. coffee, lunch &
dinner

f62.95
54.65
50.75
15.75

A N N U A L G E N E R A LM E E T I N G1 9 8 2
The Annual GeneralMeetingof the lieather Society will be held during the
'11.0a.m. The
Conferenceat the university o{ Lancasteron Sundav sth September,at
Agendafor the Meetingis enclosedwith this issueof the Bulletin.
,I3th ANNUAL CONFERENCE1983
Arrangementsare being made to hold the l9g3 Con{erencein Crrnwdll. Accommodation
has already been booked 6t the Falmouth Hotel in Falmouth tor the w€ekendof September
will be publishedin the autumn
9/12th 1983. Furtherdetailsabout bookingarrangements
Bulletin.
R.H,S.Show,16/17th February,1982
CompetitiveClasseslor Orn6mentalPlantsfrom the Open
Cia.s5.

Class6.

A HEATH OR HEATHER,lN BLOOIV,one plant.3 entries{rom 2 entrants.
lst.
Mrs. A.M. Hooton, PaddockFarm, PlaistowRoad, Loxwgod, W. Sulsex.
Erica carnea'King George'
2nd. Major GeneralP.G. Turpin
Ericacarnea{T.S.1.}
Erica carnea'Myretoun Ruby'
A HEATH OR HEATHER,lN BLOOM. one vase/bowl.'15entriesfrom 4 entrants.
1st. Mr. B.G. London
Erics carnea'DecemberRed'
2nd "
Erica carnea'SpringwoodWhite'
3rd Major GeneralP.G. Turpin
Ericacarnea'Rubinteppich'
4rh
Erica x darleyensis'Arthur Johnson'
H.C.

Ericax darleyensis'White
Per{ection'

R.H.S.SHOWRESULTSCont.
Class7.

A HEATH OFI HEATHERSHOWNFOR FOLIAGE EFFECT.one olant,
6 entri$ Jrom 3 entrants.
1st. Mr. D. Mcclintock
Eric€ vagEns 'Valerie Prosdl6y'
'Golden Rivulet'
2nd. Mslor GeneralP.G. Turpin
C6lluns vulgaris

Class15. A TREE OR SHRUBGROWNUNDER GLASS.one vase,
2nd. BordeHill
Erica cansliculata.
HeatherSocietv Stand
Largeround containers.
l. Callunavulgaris'Serlie
Aurea'
2. C€llunaVulgaris'Robert Chapman'
3. Erica carnea'Myretoun Ruby'
4, Ericacarnea'Prince
of Wales'
5. Erica carnea'Vivellii'
6. Erica carnea'John Kampa'
3

Small squarecontainets.
A. Ericacarnea'Camea'
B. Erics c€rn€a'Cecilia M. Beale'
C. Erica carnea'Aursa'
D. Callunavulgaris'Winter
Chocolate'
Flower arrangements.

Awarded a BanksianSilver MedaiHolpers:-Tuesday " D, Mayne, BJ. London, Mrs. Turpin.
Wednesday- E. Wiseman,B.J. London, Maj.Gen.and Mrs. Turpin.
The new HeatherSocioty set of leafletson "How to Grow Heathers","How to Choose
.
Heathers"and "How to PropagateHeathers"r /ere r€ady just in time for the first R,H.S.
Show of the Vearon the 16/17th Februaryand were on rale at the HeathgrSociety stsnd.
where the public shor,€d great interest in them and the He6therSociety.
BEST GARDEN OF THE YEAR: Organisod
by lol with ths prizeo{ a videorecorder
for the Society with 3 gardeningcassettes,this competition is open to any membero{ a
Society such as ours. The best 10 gardenswill receiveprizeso{ either lcl gardenproducts
or horticulture tGde associationgift vouchersto the value o{ €25 each, Judgingwill be
from colour photographs,to be submitted by lst October 1982, by a panel from lcl Garden
Productsand the Editor of Popular Gardening.and the gardencan be either flower or
vegetableor both. Entry forms are availablefrom the PopularGardeningl\rag€zine.
Hon, Sec,
- AUGUST1O/I1th 1982
R.H.S.SHOW. HEATHER COMPETITIONS
Ev€nthe owner of a very small bed oI heatheNconld be the winner o{ on€ o{ the
Classes{or Hoathersat the Show on August 10/111h. One classwhich should be
particularly attractivg to the ladiesis for a tlower arrang€montof heathersin a miniaturo
basket- pleaselgt us see more thsn the t$ro entriosthere vlrerelsst yearl Write to the
S€cretaryof the R,H.S. - or to me - for s Sch€dule.
Hon. Sec.

NEW MEMBERS- Three InterestinqRecords
Earlier this yoar, and during the sameweek, threo n6w recordswere established
during the rogistrationot new members. The firct pr€cedentwas set by gnrolment of our
young€stnew member- an onthu3iarticroven-yea.old who is appropriatelynamed He€therl
The socondrecord r rascr€at€dat the olher end of the age{cale by our oldest new msmber
who. at the age of eighty, has decidedto adopt hesther gdrdeningas a hobby o{ {ascinating
interest, Thirdly, r/\reregbteredwhat mult lurely be lhe most nonherly group of heather
gardonor3in the vvorld - the Armeria GsrdeningClub in Shetlsndwho plan to bring some
horticultsral colour to the noighbourhoodof the oil termindl there.

uE!!l!E49E1
The Spring Mailingr sont to the following addre$eshavo b€en returned by the
G.P.O.msrkgd 'Gone Away'. I would be very pleasedif anyone who knows the pres€nt
addre$ of thesemembers$rould inform me so th6t ws mav be in touch ohce more with
them.
Mr, J.W. Bsker, Freffih6m, Blue Mill3 Hill, Witham, E$ex,
Mr. & Mrs, S.K, Chantrv, 5 Hiodburn Close,Wost Beiracarr,Doncaster.
Mrs. J.M, Browne, The Narrows,4 WoodlandsGlade, Baaconsfield,HPg 1JZ.
Mr. R.E. Ratcliffe, The Maple!. HsmpersLsne, Storrington, Pulborough,Sussex.
RH20 3HZ.
lnvilations to members. Mr, C.A. Richards,Bvdal Mount, Eskdale,Holmbrook, Cumbria,
invites memberswho ar9 holidaying in the Laka District or attendingour Conferenceat
bncaster to visit his garden. This is a most interestinggardenand memberswill b€ Iull of
admiration at the successfulway Mr Richardsh.3 overcomethe problemaof a diJficult terrain.
M€mbe6 travellingto the Continent arg invitod to visit tha gardensof Mr Cun Brose
(Germanvl and of Count 8. de L, Rochefoucauld(Francel.
Ken Farreh.
GROUPNEWS
NORTH EAST INEWCASTLE)
Favourodby fino ureatherand good company. our Group and a f6w friends visited the
Edinburgh Botsnic Gsrden, on 17th April. We were surprlsedto find that dGpite the severe
winter thore wds a wonderful display of magnolias,rhododendrons.azaliasand variour flourering
shrubs.also the recently laid out rock gardensnd slpine displsys, The h€atherbedsappesred
to ha\resufterod,and recent new plantingshsd not yet becomesitablishod, The great variety
of treos and shrubswithin th6 gsrden6and glairhousgiw€re fully explorod and enjoyed by the
psrty iust in time for a meal in the City, snd a return home vi6 coastlinescenaryano a
wondarfuI iun set.
Our autumn indoor mo€tingwill include s rhowing o{ some HgatherSociety colour slides
tollo$6d by a'hinta and tips'diacu$ion on Monday 22nd Novemberat 7.3opm in the pontoland
Mcthodist Church Hall. Do come along and bring sn intorastsdfriend.
Svd Courtnev.
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MIDLANDS
Tho Midlands Group i5 hsppy to report that tlto successfulmaetingshavo been held
during the wintor months, in each casethe speEkerbeing a membet of the Group.
On Novembar2(hh ('811 27 membersenroyeda talk and demonstrationat
Wimerbournegiven by Mr Julian Swain, With the use of visualaid char$ and live msterial,
Julian demonstEted tho various msthods oi propagationincluding seed,layering,division
and cultings snd shoir€d numerousitems of oquipmsnt and compost lvfiich he ures.
The practicai nature of the demonstrctionscombined with the technical information
proved to be a gre6t attrastion.
At our mo€ting on 26th Fobrusry also at Winlerbourne.35 memberswore ontenginod
by Mr Der Oliver, who gavean illultrated talk uring slidesfrom the Society'sSlide
Librarv. He describedthe voriousmoduleso{ rlides which are avEilableon loan and
rugge.tedthat membersgiving talks to local Horticultural Societiesmight find it helpful
to borrow a ret of slideBto assisttheir ftlks.
The slido show w'3 follo$red by $eful dbculsion during wtrich the view was
express€dthat the emphasisshould b€ more on vio\^,sof heatheE in rmall gardensrather
than spectscularexamplesin largeestates. This led to the sugg€stionthat members
should take photographsof their own or their triends'g€rdensduring the coming year
r.{hichmight form the basi! ol an intorestingmoetinglor 19[X, and also addition€l .lidos
for the Library. Our thonks 9o to Julian and Des for tuto enioyablemeetings.
Future Plan6- On Saturday 2'lst August (10.45 - 3,30), Leighton 8nd Elizob€th
Jonesare arrangingan'Open Day'for u6 at their heathergardenand'Landac€ping
Ilursery'at 109s Station Road, Broughton Astley, Leicester. Thoy hav€ kindly offered
to provide hot drinks at llom, lpm 6nd 3pm 6nd it ir\c bring our picnic lunches!w shall
be able to eat ther€ in the gardsn. Broughton Astley is on the BSgl east of Hinkley.
Th€ BirminghamShow, 3rd,4th and 5th Soptsmber,unfortunately coincidei with
our Annual Conterencsat lrncgsler, bul Be.nard Skgtt has arrangodto stagoa Heather
Socieiy Stand, rimilrr to last y€ar's one, and will be grateful for volunteerSto help man
the ttan<|.
At Wintorboume on 1gth Nowmb€r, ?,3opm, we will havea talk by Stewsn
Warner.the title oI which i5 y€t to b€ announced.Stewart has now compleEd his trsining
at Loughboroughand as a quali{ied Horticulturist, hasjoined his p€rentsRsy and Olwen
in (unning thsir B€rncroft NuBery.
\, Furth.r dstails from:. Alan Dudley, The Spinney, Littls Hay, Lichfield, Staff!.
WS14 OOO. Tel: 9lenrton6 4811€Il,
Alan Dudl6v.
SOUTHERN
A total ot 37 mgmbers"tra\€lled on March 2{hh from aa far av\ay os Kent, Eart
Sussox,E$ex and Hertfordrhiro to porticipatein 6 full day ot activiti€sattGctiv€ enough
to 6ncou6ge sewn m€mberswho had not prsviourty attandeda meetingto join us,
Wirley is not just a seri€sol b€autiful g€rdonscoveringevery aspectof the an, with
somethingto admire 6t any timo of the yoar: it is a gordenof terching and dgmonstration,
with reaultscloarly virable for th. public to lsarn Irom. This v\dshow our guide John
Clayton the P.R.O. praiented it on this comprehensivetour, telling msny interesting
storiss obout planli and the dBign hiatory o{ variousfe6tur$. T}e vvsathorrsmainoddrv
and windlo3sand our v\6rmly clad memb€rsw€re undet€rredby the low temporaturei.
It v\63sad lo see how the savsr€wintor {rosts and snow had aflected mgny prcciousplant!
6nd tros, but it was at thst time too €arly to ascertainto whal extont thev $,ould rocover.
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1. A flower wine is delicate€nd so as not to destroy
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personatlywould avoid boiling (a method
recommendedonly to oor" "i in llrrn,p *inu).
A,simple and sale way is to soak rhe petatsfor 24 r,orr. i, g"llon
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4.
For the dry wine: Leav€until a the fermentation has
_
ceasodand
perfoctly
clesr before rackingoff the thin sediment into srerilisedbotties. the wrne

8
5, For the sweetwine: Check at intervalsduring lermentation with a hydrometersnd
when the readingis down to 1.010 add one t6aspoonof Pot.Sorbateto arrestthe lermentation
lqlgIg all the sug€ris conven6d.
6. lt is n€wr wis€ to us€ as much as 4lb3 of rugar in a gEllon.This amount would
inhibit tho y6s3t, leavinga non€lcoholic citrus syrup. The slow processof'Teeding" wine6
graduallywith small quantitiesof sugaraftor 3lb6 has beenconvgrted,is only successlul
when making the spscialistrich€r wines of the Port and Sauternetyp8s.
- One last tip - fry to let the wine mature a lirtlo bofore drinking ir!
PamelaLee. Zone 11.

DIABY OF EVENTS
July 3rd
Aug. lOth
Aug,1o/l lth
Aug.l'll12th

SorrthwestGroup visit to GeorgeOsmond'snursery,Wickwar. SeeGroup Ne! ts.
COUNCILMEETING,RHS Halls,Westminster,
RHS Summor Flolver Show and HeatherCompetitions,RHS Halls,Westminster.
Mrs. A.H. Bowerman'sgardenopen to the public - Nat,Gdns.Scheme,
1'lam-7pm.
ChamosHitl- Coldwaltham-Sussex.
Au9.2lst
Southern Group visit to ChsmpsHill, seeGroup News,
Aug.2lst
MidlandsGroup visit to Broughton Astley, see Group News.
Sept.3/sth BirminghamShow, seeGroup Ne$rs.
Sept.3/6th ANNUAL CONFERENCE,LancssterUniversity,
Sept.llth
CLOSING DATE for materisl Jor the Autumn Bulletin,
Sept.lgth
Southwest Group visit to CoombeOuarry, Keinton Mandeville.S€eGroup News.
Sept,2'l/23rd
Great Autumn Show, RHS New Hall Westminster- SAE to Hon.Sec.for
limit€d tickets.
Sept.26th Southern Group visit to Greenoge,Seale,Nr Farnham- S6eGroup News.
Oct.3lst
CLOSING DATE lor material for the 1983 Year Book.
Nov,lgth
MidlandsGroup - Talk by Ste$.artWarnerat Winterbourne- SeeGroup News.
Nbv,22nd North East Group, Talk with slidesat PontelandMethodist Church Hall.
7.30pm. SeeGroup News.
Nov.23rd
COUNCIL MEETINGi RHS Halls,Westminsrer,
Nov.23/24th BHS Flower Show inc. Clals lor Heathors.

