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As I  s i t  prepar ing our 'Summer '  bul let in for  the pr inter  I  wonder when is our summer gorng
to begin? The recent ra in and cold weather has been very unseasonat,  but  I  hope th is hasn' t
deterred members f rom jo in ing in their  group act iv i t ies.
We are del ighted to hear of  the very successful  f i rs t  meet ing o{  Heather Society members in

' a l  l r e l a n d -  a r e p o r t i s i n o u r G r o u p N e w s - a n d w e d o w i s h t h e m e v e r y s u c c e s s f o r t h e f u t u r e . T h e
opportuni ty to meet l ike-minded heather enthusiasts is  a lways st imutat ing and there as atways
something to learn about these charming and anterest ing plants.  The tocal  groups are atso an
ideal  way of  encouraging new members.  l f  you have f r iends who have become interested in
growing heathers then invi te them to your group meet ings -  i f  you haven' t  a local  group then
why not  contact  other members in your area to see i f  there js  interest  in star t ing one?

D i a n e  J o n  e s

13th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, gth-121h Ssotember 1983

FINAL DETAILS
Detai ls  of  the Conference were publ ish€d in the spnng Eut lehn The fu l l  conference fee

should now be sent  to Mrs June Randal l ,  Lyal ls  Cottage,  Dunchideock,  Nr.  Exeter ,  Devon.
EXO 7YD, not  later  than the I  s th July,  togeiher wi th any specia l  requests ( re lat ing to d iet  etc)
and a S.A.E.  forrhe fu l l  programme and i t inerary.  Cheques should be made payable to "Heather

Soc;ety Conference.

For non-residents at tending for  one day only.  wrthout  meals,  the fee is  e3.  and for  those
attending the whole conference wi thout  meals or  lodging the fee is  €5.  l f  day-v is i tors wish to
have meals wi th other members of  the Conference in the Hotel ,  wi l l  they please give detai ls  of
their  requirements to lMrs Randal l  on arr ival  and arrange payment d i rect  wi th the Hotel
before depanure.

lv lembers are requested to br ing a thermos f lask wi th them, which can be f i l led in the Hotel
for  the excursion to the Lizard,  for  which a picnic tea wi l l  be provided.

Twoof ourCornish Nurserymen members,  Mr l  Dungeyand MrJ.  N Anderson have k indly
agreed to provide a select ion of  h€athers tor  sale dur ing the Conference.

Members are invi ted to br ing specimens of  heathers whjch they consider to be of  part icular
interest  to other members.  Specia l  anangements wi l l  be made for  their  d isplay and to present
them for  d iscussion.  Please ensur€ that  they are proper ly label l€d wi th the owner 's name and
with any interest ing detai ls .

a

A N N  U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  1 9 4 3

The Annual  General  Meet ing of  the Heather Society wi l l  be held dur ing ihe Conference at
the Falmouth Hotel ,  Falmouth,  Cornwal l  on Sunday 1 ' l th September,  at  9.00 a.m. The Agenda
for the meet ing is  enclosed wi th th is issue of  the Bul let in-



1 4 t h  A N N U A L  C O N F E B E N C E ,  1 9 A 4

The Annual  Conference in 1 984 wi l l  be held f rom Fr idav 7th to Mondav l  Oth Seoremoer ar
Ca11ref le Col lege,  the North East  Wales lnst i tute of  Higher Educat ion,  near Wrexham, Ctwyd.
The Col lege is  wi th in easy reach of  the Nat ional  Trusr Gardens at  Bodnant and the L,vc,pool
Univers i ty  Botanical  Gardens at  Ness.  The Nat ionalTrust  property at  Erddig,  where a natronal
reference col lect ion of  iv ies rs berng estabi ished,  is  ctose by.  Members at tending rhe
Conference wi l l  be able io combine th is wi th a v is i t  to the f i rs t  Internat ionat  Flor iade to be hetd
In th is country,  at  L iverpool ,  which w l l  be open f iom Apr i t  to Ocrobei  1984. The Conference
organisers wi l  be Mr and Mrs Everet t ,  Green:cres Nursery,  Crossway Green, Stourport-on-
Severn,  Worcs. .  DY' I3 9SH. Further detai ls  wr l l  be publ ished in the Aurumn Bul ler in_

HORACE HALE {1884-1 983)

Horace Hale.  one of  lhe founder members of  The Heather Socrely Uoin in g in March I  963)
and our o ldest  member,  d ied peaceful  y  at  h is home in Has ernere on Apr i t  26th.  Apart  f rom a
br ef  spe i  in  hospi ta a l i t t le  ear l ier ,  he had a ways enjoyed good heatrh and worked in h is
hr l ls  de garden : t  Ashgarrh inro his 99rh year -  h is b i r rhday was onty rhree months away.

Known af fect ionately as 'Papa to h is extensrve fami ly and many f r tends,  he spent much of
his l l fe f6rm ng here and in Rhodes a and was past  President  of  the Br i t ish Fr iesian Catt te
S o c e l y . S e l t l  n g  n H a s l e m e r e a f t e r t h e d e a t h o f h s w i f e , h e s o o n b e c a m e a b s o r b e d . a t i h e a g e
of 76.  n convenrng the s ieep gErden in f ront  and behlnd ihe house into one of  the f  rst  devoted
a nrost  ent i re ly to heaihers and dwarf  coni fers.  Due to h ls carefut  ptanning and foundat ion
work,  lhe p ants thr ived and f rom the beg nning ( lesr  h is wonderfu memory shoutd fa i  h im) he
kept a met iculous record of  everyth ing ln the garden, an ex6mple which we woLr ld do wet l  to
lo ow. He was much involved wi th the hobbies rhe garden rntroduced: propaganon,
photog16phy and wi ld l i fe,  and hrs persona Chr istmas cards usual ly  featured one of  h is
o w n  p h o t o g r a p h s .

'Papa'  a lways welcomed Heather Society members,  and Constance MacLeod never fa i led
t o  v  s i t  h i m  o n  h i s  b l r t h d a y .  H e  e n j o y e d  o u r  G r o u p  M e e r i n g s ,  a t t e n d i n g  o n e  a t  H i n o n e a o  a s
r e c e n t  y  a s  M a y  I 9 8 1  .  T h e  E u l l e t i n  a n d  t h e  1 9 7 0  Y e a r  B o o k  c o n t a i n  s o m e  o f  h i s  r e c o I e c t i o n s
and fo!r  heather cut i tarc -  Cal luna vulgais Ashganh Amethysf ,  'Ashgafth Amber ' ,  A
'Ashgar lh 

Shel l  Ptnk and Eica c inerea'Ashgarth carnet  were named by him. His advice to
everyone on ret i rement was "Keep youth in your hean -  and grow heathers .

Norace Hale was a wise ph losopher who, many years ago,  was inspired to wr i te a t i t t le
book of  cou nse I  for  h is grandchi ldren which showed how much he fe r  the presence of  God in
hrs da ly  l i fe.  The lMemor a Serurce held on May 6th at  Tandr idge,  h is or ig inal  home par ish,
w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  m a n y  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  a m o n g s t  t h e m  t h e  l o c a l  M a y o r  a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  b r a n c h e s  o f
the fami ly.  nc uding some of  h is numerous great-grandchi ldren.  Our Society was represented
b y  M r s  M a c L e o d a n d  m y s e l f  a n d  b y t h e  b e a u t i f u  f l o w e r s w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a  h e a t h e f  w r e a r n a n o
a specia arangementadorningthecof f  n compris ing longspraysof  a arborea,  E.  engena erc
f r o m  P a p a  s  o w n  g a r d e n .

pameta Lee.

R.H.S. Show, ath/gth Februarv 1983
Compet i l ive Classes tor  Ornamental  Plants f rom the Open

Owing io lhe resi r ic t ions on space imposed by the repa rs ro the New Hal l ,  i t  nas oeen
necessary to I  m r ,  for  1 983.  entr ies to only one exhibi ror  per ctass.  This resrr ic t ion inevirab v
had r ts ef fect  on ihe number of  entr ies n ihe H eathe r  Classes.  Owrng to the comparat tvety mi ld
w r n t e r ,  t h e  e x h r b  t s  w e r e  o f  a  h i g h  s t a n d a r d .  R e s u l t s : -

C l a s s  5 .  A  H E A T H  O R  H E A T H E R .  l N  B L O O M ,  o n e  p l a n t .  5  e n t r i e s .
1st  Mrs.  T.N. Fathes.  E.  canea' fUyreroun Ruby'

2nd lMaJ.  Gen. A Mrs P.G. fu"p n.  E.  canea 'Myretoun Ruby'
3rd Mr.  B.G. Landar.  E.  carnea 'Ei  een Porter '

o

a



Class 6.  A HEATH OR HEATHER, lN BLOOM, one vase/bowt.  7 entr ies.
ls t  l \ ,4aj .  Gen. 6 Mrs P.G. Turpin.  E x da evensis 'Arthur Johnson'

2nd Nat ional  Trust ,  Nymans. a / rsdarrca
3rd National Trust. Sheffield Patk. E. lusitanica

Class 7.  A HEATH OR HEATHER SHOWN FOR FOLTAGE EFFECT, one ptant .
4 entr ies,

ls t  lv l r  D.  McCl intock.  E.  vagans Valer ie Proudtey '
2nd Maj. Gen. e Mrs. P.c. ruryir. Calluna vutgais Niadne

The Chairman and Mrs Turpin staged a Heather Society exhib i t ,  which consisted of  th i r teen
di f fer€nt  f lower ing and fo l iage cul t jvars in containers and vases,  and a heather f towe, d r  ra,rs e-
ment.  A let ter  was received f rom th€ Secretary of  Florat  Commit tee "B'  expressing their
appreciat ion and thanks for  a very at t ract ive exhib i t .

The next  B.H.S. Heather Compet i t ion wi l l  be held at  the Show on 9/1O August  1 983.  The
Society 's  thanks go to those who helped at  the Heather Society Stand dur ing the two days of

T.V. Programme "ceofirey 
Smith,s Wortd of Ftowers.,,

Members may have seen Part  1 of  th is ser ies of  programmes, which has been shown on
B.B.C.2 on Wednesday evenings at  8 p.m. between January and March.  part  l t  of  the ser ies wi t l
be appear ing dur ing the f i rs t  three months of  1984 and wi l t  inctude "Hardy Heathers. ,  as one of
the subtects.  As soon as the informat ion is  received members wi l l  be informed of  the oare ano
t ime ot  the programme on Heathers.  The producer is  Mr Br ian Davies,  who has atready v is i ted
a number of  members gardens.  He also plans to inc lude heathers in the wi ld in the
programme,

CU LTIVAR ENOU IRY SERVICE

There are now wel l  over l  OOO cul t ivars recorded on the computer data base used for  the
above serv ice.  Some we do not  have suppl iers for  but  for  the vast  major i ty  we can te l t  you
where to obtain that  e lusive cul t ivar .

Al l  you need to do is  send me a large stamped-addressed envelope (AS preferabty) ,  the
name(s) of  the cul t ivar(s i  in which you are interested and your Zone number.
To:  Denbeigh,  Al l  Saints Road, Creet ing St .  Mary,  tpswich,  tp6 8pJ.

David Smat l

S L I D E  L I B R A R Y

Remember the s l ide l ibrary is  only as good as yOU make i t ,  so when you are taking st ides,
remember to take an extra one and donate i t  to the Socjety.  We are in great  need of  s l ides of
named cul t ivars,  part icular ly  winter  f lower ing heathers_

In order that  the s l ides are reasonably consistent ,  when you take a s l ide of  a named cut t ivar ,
t ry to f i l l  the picture wi th one mature plant  and avoid photographing tabels;  af ter  a l l  we want
photographs of  heathers rather than labersl

David Smat l

G R O U P  N E W S
IRELAND

The t i rs t  meet ing of  heather Society members in l re land was held in Bet fast  on Saturday
March 1gth 1 983.  An invi ted audience of  members and keen gardeners interested in hearhers
came l rom a radius of  over 60 mi les to hear Dr.  Char les Nelson,  Nat ional  Botanic Gardens.
Dubl in;  and Mr David Smal l  f rom Suffo lk;  both of  whom are wett  known to heather enlhustasts
in Great  Er i ta in and l re land as wel l  as much {ur ther af ie ld.



D r  N e l s o n  w a s  i n s l r u m e n t a l  i n  g e t t i n g  M r  S m a l l  o v e r  t o  l r e l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e
lr rsh Garden Plant  Society,  and the Royal  Hor i icul tural  Soclety of  l re land who had very wel l
a t t e n d e d  m e e t  n g s  i n  D u b  n  a n d  E n n  s k i  l e n  o n  M a r c h  1 4 t h  a n d  1 s t h .  T h e n  o u r  t w o  e x p e r t s
went of t  to the bogs and h i l ls  of  Connemara for  ihree days.  As rhe weather was var iaDre some
folk mighl  have been so.ry for  them plodding through wet bogs,  but  I  d d not  waste any
sympEthy as t  was obvious they both loved every minute of  t ,  and candidly I  was quire
envious Even af ler  an erhaust ing week of  lectures;  walk ing long distances;  and hour af ter  hour
of  car dr iv ing,  both of  rhem atr lved ar  the Bel fast  meet inq fu I  of  enthusiasm and not  showing
a n y  s i g n s  o f  " w e a r  a n d  t e a . .

As Dr Nelson is  a wor d wide author i ty  on heathers indigenous io l re and his ta k was
m a r n l y  a b o u t  t h e s e  w h i l s t  M r  S r n a  l ' s  t a l k  r a n g e d  f r o m  h e a r h e r s  i n  c t  B r  t a i n ;  f r o r n  S p a i n ;  t h e
C a p e  h e a t h e r s  f r o r n  S .  A f r  c a ;  b l o o m  a n d  c o  o u r  t h e  y e a r  r o u n d ;  p l a n t i n g  n  l a r g e  a n d  s m a i l
gardens;  how NOT to p la n you r  heath e r  bed;  etc.  Dur ing quesi ion r ime a number of  interest ing
q L e r i e s  w e r e  r a  s e d  b y  t h e  e n r h u s i a s t i c  a u d i e n c e  w h o  h a d  s a t  s p e i l - b o u n d  f o r  r w o  h o u r s .  A s
o n e  s a i d  " T h e y  w e r e  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  n  t h e  t a l k s  a n d  s l i d e s  i h a t  n o  o n e  c o u l d  h a v e  h e ; r d  t h e
p r o v e r b r a  p  n  d r o p ' .

Nr l r  David l \ ,4cLaughlrn proposed a vote of  thafks to the speakers and to Dr Mit ler  who
provrded the prolecror  and operated l r .  Thls was seconded by Mr Coulson f rom Bangor.  Thanks
were also due to Mrs McLaughl in for  the lovely arrangemenr o l  E.x da eyensis At thul

Af ternoon tea fo l lowed 6nd th s was welcome as many peop e had come so far .  Dur ing tea
everyone was able to move arou n d and f ind ihose to whom they wlshed to spea k as we a wore
l a b e  s  w  t h  o u r  n a m e s  o n .

We are for tunate to have had the opportuni ty to hear two su ch excel lent  speakers,  and we
are deep y gratefu to bolh of  them for  a the t ime and t rouble they expended in making rhe
m e e i r n g  s u c h  a  s u c c e s s  l i  w a s  D a v  d  S m a l l  s  f  i r s r  v i s i t  t o  N o r t h e r n  l r e l a n d  a n d  h i s  w e t c o m e
here is  assured tof  a l  t ime. Distance here is  our b iggest  problem as i r  is  over 40O mi les f rom our
most Norther ly rnember to the fur thest  in the Soulh Wesr.  The on y solur  on is  to enrot  many
m o r e  m e m b e r s  s o  i h a i  w e  c a n  a r r a n g e  l o c a l  g r o u p s .

Th s is  a beaul  lu country wi th good roads in the North,  l i t l le  t raf i  c  in compar son wi th ct
Bf l ta n,  and wel l  worth a vrsr t .

Mrs E.B.  Calvert

M  I D  L A N  D S
W e  h a d  a  v e r y  g o o d  a l i e n d a n c e  f o r  o ! r  m e e t i n g  a t  ' W i n t e r b o u r n e "  o n  t h e  4 t h  M a r c h , 2 9

m e m D e r s  D e r n g  p r e s e n i .
The specimen p anls brought by our ihree volunteers,  David Radley,  David Webster and

Lerghton Jones,  as "Heaihers of  rny Cho ce creaied a great  deat  of  in leresl ,  as i t  gave
m€rn bers an opportunrty to see the l ive pla nr  mater ia l  rath er  than see ng s l ides.  We are grarefu
lo these three speakers for  the t roub e they rook in provid ing rheir  fe ow members wi th such
r n  e n j o y a b l e  e v e n  i n s .

Futu.e Programme. Saturday 18th June. Arrangemenls are now being made for  our Annual
Socia I  Event to be h eld at  the home of  Margaret  6nd Harold Street  at  Chipping Campden. There
w i l  b e  a  b u t f e t  m e 6 l  a t  5 . 3 0  p . m .  o n  i h e  i i n e s  o f  t h o s e  h e l d  o n  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s .

Saturday 201h August .  By inv tat ion of  Ray and Olwen Warner,  we wi l l  v is i t  Barncrof t  Nur-
s e r y  a n d  g a r d e n  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  a l t e r  o u r  p L c n i c  l u n c h ,  w e  a r e  n v i t e d  t o  v i s i t  H a r o l d  a n d
Phyl iss Bai ley at  With ington,  to see therr  extensive garden.

F f l d a y  1 8 t h  N o v e m b e r .  7 . 3 0  p . m .  a t  W i n t e r b o u r n e  A  t a  k  b v  L e i g h t o n  J o n e s  e n t L t l e d
' H e a t h e r  G a r d e n  D e s i g n " .

F u r i h e r  d e l a i  s  o n  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  w i l l  m e m b e r s  p l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t

our new address is  18 Belwel l  Dr ive,  Four Oaks.  Sut ton Coldf ie ld,  West Midlands,  874 44H.

I e  A 2 1  3 O a  2 0 1 9 .
Gwen & AlEn DudleY



S O U T H  E R N
Thiny"nine members an€nded the f i rs t  meet ing of  the year on March 2Oth including nine

newcomers.  When IMr & Mrc Hugh Nicholson generously extended an invi tat ion to the Group
for a buf fet  1u nch at  their  home, l i t t le  d id we imagine there would be such an overwhelming but
grat i fy ing response. The garden at  'F3rm Cottage Dorking,  where the roses have disappeared
in favour of  heathers,  looked impeccable,  and the c lear ly label led col lect ion included a
number of  unusual  cul t ivars f rom Hol land and Germany. Our very s incere thanks go to Mrs
Nicholson for  prepar ing an interest ing German sty le buf fet ,  contr ibut ing so much to th€
success of  the v is i t .  Af ter  lu nch our departure and joLrrney to Horsham was hampered by heavy
rain.  The Phoenix Room was not  easy to f ind but  i t  proved to be an at l ract ive rendezvous wel l
sui ted to our numbers-  Maj .  Gen. Turpin k indly showed a select ion of  the s l ides he has taken
overthe past  year and included v iews of the wel l -s i ted and impressive hotel  at  Falmouth where
our Conference wi l l  be held th is year.

Our v is i t  on May 29th to Windsor Great  Park wi l l  be reported in th€ Autumn Bul let in.
T h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  o n  J u l y  1 7 t h  w h e n  M r  J o h n  H a l l ,  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  W i n -

dlesham Court  Nursery wi l l  take the Group on a guided tour of  the wholesal€ heather
nurser ies.  s i tuated on the A 30,  i rom 2.30 p.m. l f  members would l ike to enjoy a whole day s
out ing on that  day,  p lease br ing a picnic lunch and meet at  Stapl€ Hi l  car  park on Chobham
Ridses {O.S. Sheet 1 86:  Gr id Ref.  974648)from 1 1 a.m. onwards.  This point  of t€rs v iews of  an
area wel l  known for  i ts  wi ld heather where some of  our named cul t ivars have or ig inated.  There
is no need to not i fy  me, but  do make a note in your d iar iesl

The autumn meet ing wi l l  be later  th is year in the hope of  seeing acers and azalea io l iage at
their  best  at  a qarden east  of  Horsham. The date wi l l  be Sunday October 16rh and af ter  the
garden v is i t  we wi l l  proceed to the Phoenix Room, Horsham, where l \ ,4aj .  Gen. Turpin has
of fered to take us "Round the Wodd in Eighty Sl ides".  l f  you would l ike to take part  In thrs
out ing,  p lease send d SAE fo i  detai ls  to me at  Birches,  Kingswood Firs.  Grayshott ,  Hindheed,
Surrey.  They wi l l  be sent  to you in September.

Pamela Lee

SOUTH WEST
On Saturday gth Apal  we had a " fu l l  house" at  Lytchet l  Matravers Vi l lage l la l l  to hear Mr

Fred Nutbeam talk on 'Famous Gardens' .  Mr Fred Nutbeam is a ret i red Head Gardener ot
Buckingham Palace where he spent 25 years.  We were shown many s l ides of  the Buckingham
Palace garden, and also s l ides of  Balmoral  and several  other gardens open to the publ lc .  Mf
Nurbeam s narrat ion,  of ten amusing,  complemented the s l ides and he descr ibed manv of  the
plant ings he had created and supervised over h is years at  the Palace.  My rhanks ro Mr Nutbearn
for  an enter ta in ing af ternoon. My thanks also go to Joyce Burf i t t ,  Val  Crumpler,  and Mrs Joyner
Snr.  6 Jnr.  who made the af ternoon complete wi th the welcome refreshments.

I  would l ike to remind members of  the garden v is i ts  to Tot ton on Saturday Juty gth,  the
detai ls  of  which were given in the Spr ing Bul let in.  Also I  would l ike the of fer  of  a members
garden to v is i t  next  year.  so please let  me know i f  you can help.

ON SATURDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER at  2.0 p.m. we shal l  be v is i t ing West Kington Nurser ies,
PoLrnd H i l l ,  West Kington,  N. .  Chippenham, Wi l ts .  This is  the nursery of  Mrs Barbara El t is  who
has k indly of fered to show us round. Mrs El l is  grows heaths and heathers and so I  am sure we
wi l l  have an interest ing af ternoon.

l f  members require fur ther detai ls  of  any of  th€ vasi ts then please send me two SAE. I  sha l l
look forward to meet ing members at  any of  the above meet ings.

P h r l  J o v n e r .



SCRAP BOWL - Titbits of news from members
Heathers in the Nonh East .  I  have a cold windy garden over looking the Tyne val ley.  l l  is
about 5OO feet  above sea level  and al though i t  s lopes s l ight ly  towards the south and gets
plenty of  sun,  i t  is  rafe ly wi thout  wind.  -  We are 20 mi les f rom the coast .  As I  wr i te to you in the
last  week of  March i t  is  exact ly  two months af ter  your edi tor ia l  was wr i t ten for  th€ Spr ing
Bui let in and spr ing is  only just  beginning here.  Th€ winter  heathers are not  yet  in fu l l  b loom,
'Spr ingwood White '  has been out  for  about 3 weeks but  'King George' ,  'Spr ingwood Pink '  and
E. x dar leyensis cul t ivars have just  begun to be covered wi th f lower th is week.  'Furzey is
nowhere near b loom. In spi te of  the cold,  I  have been m;king another heather bed dur ing the
last  2 weeks,  a lso an Alpine lawn wi th 16 species ofThyrne and other creeping plants.

El izabeth Holder.  Zon€ 3.

What 's  b lack and whi te and t rod al l  over? Mv solut ion to Dath construct ion in ra ised beds is
newspapers and mulch.  I  d ig paths 6 inches below the level  of  adjacent  beds and lay over '
la pp ing layers of  newspapers {2 whole papers,  not  2 sheets) .  These I  cover wi th a shal low layer
of  p ine bark or  hardwood mulch.  The paths remain weed-free,  dry ( ra in soaks through quickly)
and not  s l ippery dur ing f rosty weathe. .  Another newspaper layer wi l l  resurface them next

Pamela Harper,  Seaford,  Virg in ia.
(Members w l l  remember Mrs Harper as a k€en heather enthusiast  in th is country before she

departed for  the U.S.A. Ed.)

Late f lower ing Cal lunas.  I  was pleased to see that  N4r Kingsford ra ised ihe quest ion of  which
Eul t ivarc o l  Cal luna vulgazs were the latest  to remain in f lower. Iagree that 'F inale isone of the
latest .  Later  st i l l  is  'Jan,  which has been st i l l  in  f lower here as late as 20th February.  I  am
hoping to contr ibute an ar t ic le on late- f lower ing Cal lunas for  the 1984 Year Book.
Af ter  note:  Astonishingly 'Jan has just  come into f lower again on the 23rd May.

P a t  T u r p i n ,  Z o n e  1 1 .

House for  Sale With mature heather garden,4 bedrooms, and 2 bathrooms. Pl€ase te lephon€
H a s l e m e r e  2 1 6 6 -

Heathers in Austra l ia.  You wi l l  be interested to know that  we cont inue wi th a st imulat ing and
at t imes hi lar ious correspondence wi th Anne Parr is .  She te l ls  us that  she hasrecent ly insta l led
a lamb in l ieuof  a lawnmowerfor  her newty grassed areas and I  only wish I  could th ink of  some-
thing as imaginat ive as an aid to water ing the garden. Lengthy and severe drought condi t ions
have resul ted in a tota l  ban on the use of  hoses and there is  l i t t le  p leasure in spending an hour
or so per day carry ing buckets and watercans,  apart  f rom i ts  b€ing a wasteful  and inef f ic ient
method, Unfortunately enthusiasm overcame caut ion at  th is t ime last  year and we now have
between four and five hundred rooted cuttings of many varieties of E lca and Calluna vulgais
in a l l  s tages of  growth.  Most  of  them should be planted out  in permanent s i tes by now but  th ls
would add an into lerable burden to the water ing problem.

Much of  our exchanges wi th Anne Parr is  have to do wi th our exper iences of  what appears
to be Phytophthorc c innamomi. Ihe pof ten1s are somewhat ominous as th is d isease appears
to be the cause of  widespread deaths amongst  the nat ive eucalypts.  I  have recent ly  been
recommended to t ry Terrazole,  an Olan Agr ic.  Chemicals product ,  and we can but  hope that
th is wj l l  prove to be of  some use.  l t  does seem however that  very careful  contro l  of  the soi l
water  table is  important  and of  course very d i f f icul t l

My wi fe jo ins me in wishing the Society another successful  year.
A.T.A.  Mclntosh-Smith.  NSW. Austra l ia.

(Has any member up to date news of  Anne Panis at  Drouin which is  apparent ly  in the region of
the recent  bush f i res? Ed.)

The St. Kilda Coffection ol Calluna vulgais. I have rcad with interest the discussion in the
bul let ins over the past  year about ear ly and late f lower ing Cal lunas.  Four years ago whi le I  was
on hol iday in the Nonh of  Scot land I  bought a year l ing plant  of  Cal luna vulgar is 'St  Ki lda ' f rom
the Nat ional  Trust  Centre at  Ki l l iecrankie.  This p lant  is  usual ly  shov' . / ing colour by the second or

O



th i rd week in May and in f lower by the second week in June -  i r  has a s ingte whi te f lower.  I  nave
read in Geoff rey Yate 's Pocket  Guide to Heather Gardening that  th is p lant  is  f rom the . .St  Ki lda
Col lect ion" and that  seven cul t ivars have been named. Could you please give me any
informat ion about the "St  Ki lda Col lect ion ? B.K.  Lancaster ,  Zone 4.

Most of  the sal ient  facts on the St .  Ki tda Col lect ion are given in yates s pocket  cuide to
Heather Gardenjng 1978, 4th Edn. However,  I  wi  t ry to f i  in  what I  can on rhe suoject .

R.J.  Br ien of  Pi tcaj rngreen Heather Farm, perth,  v is i ted St .  Ki tda for  a per iod ot  about a
for tn ight  in ear ly June 1966, and again for  a s imi tar  per iod in Juty 1968. On his f i rs t  vrsr t  he
corrected mater iar f rom l6 prants on the hi I  of  conachair  on the rsrand of  Hir ta.  Twerve or  th€se
later  turned out  to be whi te and the remainder pank.  On his second v is i t  he col lecteo cunrngs
froma fur ther 71 plants f rom Oisevat  the twin peak of  Conachair .  Of these 58 proved to be
whi te and 13 pink.  Since at t rhese ptants were co ected when not  in b loom rhe preponderence
o{ whi tes is  very remarkable.

The f i rs t  reference to the St .  Ki lda ptants in pr int  rhat  lcan f ind is  due to N4rs C.t .  MacLeod in
the Heather Society Bul let in,  Summer 1971 .  Wri t ing of  the Royal  Highland Show, whrch that
year took place at  Ingl is ton,  near Edinburgh.  she says . ,We had, besides the f ine Sher i f fs ton
Garden Plants,  some which could never have been on display before,  co ected on St .  Ki tda by
Mr R.J.  Br ien . . . .Al l  those he cot lected,  17 pink and 70 whate had rhe same characrenslc
prostrate habi t ,  wi th tong curv ing sprays,  evolved dur ing centur ies of  wind_sw€pt,  sala
sprS/ed condi t ions.  We wer€ shown three,  St .  Ki tda Nos.  I  7,  S6 and 70.  No 56,  a smalt  whi te
one' in fu l l  f lower easi ly  beat ing 'Caerket ton 

White,  as regards eart iness. , .
The next  reference is  Yates s Pocket  cuide to Heather Gardening,  1 973 3rd Edn. Here r t  is

stated "Lt .  Co, .  St i t t  of  Drumcairn,  Btai rgowrie,  perthshire.  is  of fer ing a co ect ion of  these,
being ten dist inct  whi te and one pink,  at twi th co ectors numbefs,  . . . . .  Mr Br ien te l ts  me rnar ne
intends to int roduce one as 'Bon6ray' (s ic. ) ,  a whi te f towered form f tower ing in June, a soroen
fol iage one to be cal led Hir ta ' ,  and a brown fot iage one to be ca ed .soay 

nexr year. . .  At
present I  do not  know which Nos Lt_ Cot.  St i t t  was of fer ing at  that  t ime.

R.J.  Br ien gave an account of  h is v is i ts  to St .  Ki tda in the 1974 year Book.  ln that  a(rcte he
only ment ions his hope to use the names ,Soay,  and ,Hir ta.  for  the only two fot iage pranrs ne
col lected.  l t  seems that  some of  the plants were being given names by 1973.

In the 1976 Year Book the names of /seven of  the St .  Ki lda ptants are given as .Atex War
wick (K6o),  'Boreray '  (K70),  'Hir ta '  (K43),  ,Minty.  (Kt  2) ,  .Mu 

ach N4or,  (K5S),  Oisevat .  (MS2),
aM'Soay'(K42).  These are the seven cut t ivars descr ibed by yates in the pocket  Gurde to
Heather Gardening 1 978,  4th Edn. The names'Minty, ,  . tv tu ach Mor,and .Oisevat ,atso 

appear,
wrthout  reference io their  or ig in,  in a t is t  of  unrecorded cul t ivars in Heather Tr iats 1971-
197 5.

David NIcCl intock,  in The Garden 1980, srates that  in j  979 Kt  E was named .Emeratd 
Jock,

s ince i t  had the mer i t  of  s taying f resh grass green through the severe winter  of  t  97gl9.  This
name and number are also given in the year Book . l  981 .  David McCt intock.s I  9gO anrcre atso
contafns a coloured photograph ol Cauuna vulga s Hirta .

Thus,  at  present,  of  Mr.  Br ien s 87 St .  Ki tda ptanis,  e ight  have been dowered wi th cut t ivar
names, but  an unknown number of  the others are in the t rade.  These shoutd,  s l r ic t ty  speakrng,
be accompanied by their  col tect ion numbers,  but  I  know that ,  of ten,  they are nor.  t r  rs  thus
necessary to constder how we should refer  to these un-named plants.  In most  cases,  ano cer_
tain ly in a l l  modern onrs,  h€ather cul t ivar  names refer  to a s ingte dist inct  c ione.  David
McCl intock (198O)wri tes of  the St .  Ki lda ptanrs. .a proved di f ferent ,  a were qood,. .  thus th is
dist inctness of  the or ig inal  ptants renders rhe current  t rade prachce of  usrng ;e portmanteau
cul t ivar  name 'St .  Mi tda White 'unacceptabte.  The same appt ies to Mr.  Br ien.s (1 974) assenron
that  th€y are "proper ly known as 'St .  Ki tda Heathers ,  but  here ihere rs an eve n srronqer case ior
object ion s ince i t  covers both whi te and pin k f towered forms. I  obtained one of tnJtat ter t rom
Bob Br jen in September 1980. To the best  of  my knowledge no one has descr ibed them as 6
botanical  var iety or  form under e j ther of  the apposi te epi thets * /dae nsis ot  br ieni i  and I  know
of no iust i f icat ion for  so doing.  By now i t  is  impossibte to sort  out  the ident i ty  of  a the un-
named mater ia l  in c i rculat ion and i t  is  probabty best  to refer  to these ptants s impty as Sr.  Ki tda
heathers,  wi thout  the capi tat  tet ter  and s ingte quotat ion marks thar s igni fy a cul t ivar

_ Bert  Jones,  year tsook Ed,



SOOK REVIEWS

In Search ot  Heathland.  Lee Chadwick.  Dobson Books,  Furham. e8.95 hardbouno.
For members whose heathery interests go beyond col lect ing cul t ivars,  these 2 ' l7 pages

should be worth seeing.  The authorf rom her home on the heath east  of  Leiston in Suf io lk has
studied the area in detai l  for  many yeats.  So here is  much on what l iv€s among the vegetat ion
dominated by heathers.  A s ingle bush of  mature Cal luna can be a habi tat  by i tsel f ,  and 33
sp€cies of insect are known to feed on it. The references to Erica cilia s and its hybrid are
sl ight ly  awry -  the f inal  part  of  the book deals wi th other heathy areas,  but  otherwise th is book
i s  t o  b F  c o m m e n d e d .
An l r ish Flor i legium. Plates byWendyWalsh,  int roduct ion by Ruth Ross,  notes onthe plates
by Charles Nelson. Thames and Hudson. f6O.

The water-colour p lates in th is handsome product ion depict  l r ish nat ive plants and those
connected wi th the ls land or  i ts  countrymen. Nos 14,  1 5 and 16 are pert inent  to th is Society,
a l though I  hope members wi l l  enjoy the other 45 just  as much. These arc of  Eica mackaiana,
Erica cilia s and Daboecia cantab ca- fhe first shows both the Connemara and the Co
Donegal  forms, the f lower colour somewhat pal l id ;  the next  is  charming,  the th i rd remarkabty
successful .  But  the colour of 'Praegerae'  hardly d i f fers f rom that  of  the normal  p lant ,  and the
whi te one is  a misery,  when most ly i t  is  so very f ine.  Our member Dr Nelson's text ,  fac ing each
plate,  is  useful  and informat ive.  l f  you haven' t  €60 handy or  a r ich aunt ,  do at  least  t ry to have a
look at  i t  -  there is  a copy in the Lindley Library.

David McCl intock

J u n e  1 8 t h

July 9th

J u l y  1 7 t h

A u g . g t h
Aus.  9/1Oth

A u g .  1 O l 1 1 t h

Aug- 2oth

aug. 2l /28th

S e p t . 3 r d

Sept.  9/12th

S e p t .  1  1 t h

S e p t .  1 7 t h

O c t .  1 6 t h

O c t . 3 1 s t
Nov.  18th

N o v . 2 g t h
N o v . 2 9 l 3 o t h

DIARY OF EVENTS

Midlands Group -  Annual  Socia l  Event.
See Group News.
South West Group -  Garden v is i ts  to Tot ton,
Southampton.  See Groups News (Spr ing)
Southern Group -  Vis i t  to Windlesham Court  Nursery Ltd.
See Group News.
COUNCIL MEETING, RHS Hal ls ,  Westmins(er.
RHS Summer Flower Show, I  Heather Compet i t ions,  RHS
Hal l ,  westminster
Mrs.  A.H. Bowerman's garden open to the publ ic  |  1 a.m- -7

p.m.,  Nat.  Gdns.  Scheme. Champs Hi i l
Coldwal tham, Susset .
Midlands Group -  Vis i t  to Barncrof t  Nursery.
See Group News.
Tr ip to Western l re land -  See Autumn Bul let in '82 for
d e r a  r l s .
South West Group -  Vis i t  to West Kington Nurser ies -  See
Group News.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE, The Falmouth Hotel ,
Falmouth,  Cornwal l .
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, The Falmouth Hotel ,
Falmouth.  Cornwal l .
CLOSING DATE for  mater ia l  for  the Autumn
But let in.
Southern Group -  Garden v is i t  and ta lk wi th s l ides.
See Group News.
CLOSING DATE for  mater ia l  for  the 1984 Year Book.
Midlands Group -  Talk at  Winterbourne.
See Group News.
C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G .  R H S  H a l l s ,  W e s t m i n s t e r .
RHS Show S Ornamental  Plant  Compet i t ion,  inc luding a
Class for  Heathers.


