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By the time this bulletin reaches our members. the dark evenings wil l be upon us

and the days shorter in which to finish all the tidying and leaf sweeping to be done at

this time of the vear. Already the autumn colours are appearing and eveMhing

including ihe grass is looking better after the long dry summer' I hope all your heathers

have survived the drought which was very serious in some regions; we fortunately fared

b € t t e r t h a n i n l g T 6 a s w e h a d n o h o s e p i p e r e s t r i c t i o n s t h i s y e a r ' w e a r e n o w l o o k i n g
forward to the first of the winter flowering plants to show some colour. In our garden it

is E:@'Eileen Porter', q-!g!9y9!98 'Ghost Hills' I 'White Perfection' and

E,erigena 1ri"tt Dusk'which are the l irst to bloom before the end of November' How

lovely it is to be able to look forward to a colourful garden through the wlnterl
Diane Jones

A.G.M. - Cartretle College, Wrexham. gth September 1984

Our Chairman. recorded the sad loss of Ken Farrah, Brig Lucas Phil l ips' Mr' M G

Fry6 and Mr. Whisker during the year. He then confirmed that geryl Farrah has agreed

to continue as the Society's Administrator, much to the Council s satisfaction

The President, Vice'Presid€nts and Officers were re-elected. and the appointment

of Mr. Alan Simms gf Ascot, Surrey was approved as the Society's Auditor' our

Chairman thanked Mr. Russ our retiring Auditor for his services to the Soci€ly

Three members of Council retir ing by rotation were re-elected. Mr' A Stow'

Maj.Gen. P.G. Turpin, and Mr. G.P. Vickers. and one member, Mr' E Wiseman had

resigned. The Chairman recorded his thanks to Mr. Wiseman for his work on the

Council and as a member oJ the Southern Group A new member of the Council '  Mr' P'

Joyner, w€s proposed by Mr. D. Perry. seconded by Mr. A.W Jones and elected

unanimously.
The Hon. Secrelary in her repon said that in the Society's 21st year the

membership now stood at 15O1 and that a new membership l ist would be published in

r  985.
The Hon. Treasure. presented the Society's Accounts for the Year Ending 3'1st

December 1983 and a brief summary is included in this report. lf any member would

like a full copy please write to the Hon. Treasurer with a S.A.E. {his new address is: 17

Havclose Crescent, Kendal LA9 7NT )



INCOME Subscriptions, donations & Tax rebates on

Covenants
Profit from sales ot publications etc'

Credit balanc€ from 1983 Conference

lnt€rest lrom Investments 6 Deposits

Registration Fees
Slide Library

EXPENDITURE Year Book, Bulletins, Membership Lisr I

Postage
Year Book Index (1O Years)
Administration
Miscellaneous

4,340.15
554.94

53.92
978.53

3.OO
3.00

5,933.54

3,050.32
1 ,10',1 .o0
1, '182.85

312.44

EXCESS INCOME OVER EXPEN DITURE

5,646.65

286.89

9,9JJ .  Cr+

The Balance Sheet shows a credit balance in the accumulated funds at 31st December

1983 of €1 1 ,1 83.36.

1sth  ANNUAL CONFEFENCE,  6 th  -  g th  September  1985

As announced in the Summer Bullet in, the 1985 Conlerence wil l  be held at Lodge

H i | |Res iden t i a I cen t re ,wa te rs | i e Id ,N r .Pu Ibo rough ,Wes tSussex .Asma l I commi t t ee
from the Southern Group has been formed to organise the Conference Advance

loo*inn" .u, be sent {€2 per mail ing) to Mrs P B Lee' Birches' Kingswood Firs'

Graysnitt ,  Hindhead, Surrey GU26 6EX The booking charge is to cover administratrve

costs incurred by the organisers and is not a deposit on the Conference Fees Cheques

should be made payable to 
"Heather Society Conference"

Residential.  charges are not expected to exceed €5O Detai ls wi l l  be published in

the Spring Bullet in. The amount ol single accommodation is l imited and i t  may be

n""""""r i4 ask some single members to share a room ln addit ion to the usual

number of i l lustrated talks and the Annual General Meeting' the programme wil l

include visi ts to the gardens ol Champs Hil l  { the home oI Mrs M Bowerman) and

Nvmans {National Trust property)



ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOC|ETY Summer Flower Show 7thl8th A's!!!, l i !1

Heather Competit ion.

The re  we re  61  en t r i es i n the  12  C lasses ,  f r om 8  exh ib i t o r s ,  o f  whom T ,whowerea l l

members of the Heather Society, won prizes. l t  would be appreciated i f  more of our

members took part in these competit ions ln spite ol the dry summer the standard of

exhibits was high. although the date of the competit ion was too early tor most of the

Callunas.

Results i-

Class 1. Three Dist inct Heathers in Bloom 3 Entr ies'

1s t .  Ma j .Gen .  and  Mrs .  P .G .Tu rp in  Ca l l una  
'T i b "  Evagans  

'TC  19 "  E ; x

watsoni i  
'H.Maxwell ' .

2nd. Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Horner. Calluna unnamed' E cinerea 
'Snow

Cream,  Evagans 'Mrs .  D  F  lVaxwe l l "

3 rd .  Mrs .  M  Chapman .  Ca l l una  
'Hammond i i "  Ec ine rea

'Splendens E vagans 
'Lvonesse

Class 2. Erica vagans, one vase/bowl. 6 entr ies'

1st. Maj Gen. and Mrs. Turpin 
"fC 14

2nd. Maj.Gen. and Nirs. Turpin. 
' lMrs D F lvlaxwell"

3rd. Mr' D. Mayne Unnamed'

4th. Mr. and Mrs, Horner. 
'Mrs D F Maxwell '

Class 3, Calluna vulgaris, a single f lowered coloured cult ivar, one vase/bowl 2 entr ies

1st. Maj.Gen and Mrs Turpin 
'Barbara Fleur'

2nd. Mr. and [/ l rs Horner. Unnamed'

Class 4. Calluna vulgaris, a double f lowered coloured cul l ivar, one vase/bowl'  4 entr ies

lst.  Maj.Gen. and Mrs. TurPin 
'Tib'

2nd. Mr. MaYne 
'Tib

3rd. Mr. B.G London Tib'

Ciass 5. Callauna vulgaris, a single or double l lowered white cult ivar '  one vase/bowl

4 entr ies

'I  st Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Turpin. 
'Mair 's Variety"

2nd. Maj.Gen and Mrs. Turpin. 
'Alba Plena"

3rd. Mrs. ChaPman White Mite

Class 6. Erica cinerea, any cult ivar, one vase/bowl 10 entr ies
' lst.  Mr'  London. 

'Atrorubens"

2nd. Mr. London 
'Harry Fulcher"

3rd. Maj.Gen. and Mrs Turpin 
'White Dale ;

4th. l \ ,4aj.Gen. and lMrs. Turpin. 
'Heather Bank
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Class 7. Daboecia, any species, hybrid or cultivar. one vase/bowl 3 entries'

1st. Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Turpin. 'Praegerae"

2nd. Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Turpin. 
'Charles Nelson

3rd. Mr. London,
'Bicolor ' .

Class 8. Anv heather species or hybrid. one plant. 2 entries

1st. Mai.Gen. and Mrs' Turpin. E.mackaiana, white form

2nd- Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Turpin. Calluna'lvlrs E' Wilson"

Class 9. Any heather species or hybrid not specified above, one vase/bowl' 4 entries

Class 1O. Any Heather, one vase/bowl, to be judged lor fol iage effect l  2 entr ies

1st, Maj,Gen. and lMrs. Turpin.
2nd. Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.
3rd. Mr, London.

1st. Mr. Mayne.
2nd. Maj.Gen. and lMrs. Turpin.
3rd, Mr. Mayne.
4th. Mr. and Mrs. Horner.

1st. Maj-Gen. and Mrs TurPin
2nd. Mr. R. Foden.
3rd. Maj.Gen. and Mrs TurPin.

E.manipul i f lora.
E .macka iana 'P lena ' .
E.mackaiana Dr. Ronald Gray'.

E.vagans'Fiddlestone'.
Ca l l una 'S i l ve r  Oueen ' .

E.x darleyensis 
'Jack H. Brummage.;

Ca l l una 'Ca ro le  Chapman ' .

Ca l l una 'Fox i i  Nana ' .

E . ca rnea 'V i ve l l i i ' .
Ca l l una  

'F i r e f l y .

Class 11. Any heather, one plant, to be judged for fol iage effect 6 entr ies

Class 12. Decorative class - An arrangement of heathers in a basket S entries'

1st. Mrs. P.B. Lee.
2nd. Mrs. P G. Turpin.
3rd. Mr. R Foden.

Mr. and Mrs. Mayne, Mr. London, Mr. Wiseman and Mr' Bridgland helped Maj'Gen

and Mrs, Turpin at the Heather Society stand A number of new members joined the

Society during the two-day show.

GROUP NEWS,

All members who are within travel l l ing distance of Harrogate are invited to contact

Dr. K.C. Barraclough with a view to increasing activi t ies concerning heaihers through

the Heather Group of the Northern Hort icultural Society at Harlow Car'  Please write to:

19 Park Avlenue, Chapeltown, Sheff ield S30 4WH. or Tel: Sheff ield 467249



)

MIOLANDS

On July 2i st, members of the Miafiand cioup met for a picnic lunch in the V1/yre
Forest, before going on to visit Mr. & Mrs. Ouayle,s garden nearby. On our arrival. Mr.
Ouayle told us how, fifty years ago, he and his bride-to-be. bought a tew acres of rhe
forest. Here they cleared some of the trees in order to build a house and gradually over
the years they have created their lovely garden around it.

Mr. Ouayle grows many interesting and unusual plants in his greenhouses and
tunnels, all of which we were allowed to explore. Some of the plants have come from
the plant-hunting trips of Roy Lancaster, who is a personal friend.

Well over 50 people took advantage of Mr. I Mrs. Ouayle,s hospitality on a lovelv
sunny afternoon, and we werc particularly pleased to welcome members from as far
south as Barnet and as far north as Warrington.

Afterwards, most people came on to our nursery at Crossway Green where we
managed to beg and borrow enough cups and saucers to give everyone a much needed
cuD of tea.

Future Plans The next meeting is at Winterbourne on November 23rd where we
are having an evening of f i lms. One is about the RHS Gardens at Wisley and the other
is about peat production in honiculrure.

Our first meeting of the new year is on Friday March lst at Winterbourne which wil l
be an "Open Forum", Please bring your questions and queries accompanied by
specimens of plant material if you wish.

Please note: Our new address is "Greenacres Nursery,,, Bringsty, Worcester, WR6
5TA. Tel: Bromyard (0885) 82206.

DaDhne Everett.

THAMES VALLEY
Any members in the Reading and Maidenhead area who

local Group are asked to contact Arnold Stow at ,,Josarno,, 1S
Heath, Bucks. HPl O gPP.

SOUTHERN.

would be interested in a
Highlands, Flackwell

On Sunday 29th July, 27 members of the Southern Group assembled at Bracken
Hil l ,  Platt ,  the home of Anne and David Mccl intock, where our hosts made us welcome
and kindly provided us with refreshments and then showed us around their garden.
Members were able to see a large variety of interesting heathers and otner unusual
plants, which had not suffered unduly from the hot dry weather.

At 1Z3O p.m. a move was made to the nearby garden of Great Comp where, atter a
picnic lunch, Mr. R. Cameron welcomed the Group and gave a shon talk aDour lhe
garden. which he and Mrs. Cameron had developed. with virtual ly no help, during the
last 25 years. Only recently had they appointed a Curator and his assistant. Stephen
Anderton led a guided tour of the new extension to the garden, which wil i  be open to
the public short ly. lvlembers then had the opportunity of wandering around the large
garden of more than 7 acres, including a sales area, where a selection ot heather
cultrvars was avai lable.



At 3 o'clock the party made another short move to the 
l" '::^1-^"1'y' 

and Mrs N F

,"#;; ;;;;,: ;;;,!, 1i1,1;;ffi ""*"U:l ;:,f : T;:':"X;";,:T""
Forbes explained tn" "v:l* 

-1i::11"0 ,n"" "l*r0""'"d members around the
heathers, confiers and other planrs'

nursery beds 
ss of visits arranged by Mr' Eric wiseman' which

This was a most eniovable senl,""";;;; 
n"""*n individual appeal.

included three very different^gardel; 'r;;; 
;"; ," Wakehurst PIace on the 7th October'

The last meeting of the Group rn I eoz+ wcs ': 
-:^; ; ' ; 1 1 members of the Group

This was not as well stlpported as the previous meeting' but 13 memb

;;,;,;; ;"'. l^"'"11.:"i::i::*;:T:*::::X :::ff ::[J,"']:["'"'
Gardens. There had been some.los*-r 

uan-""""""rv t; repair the damage.
dw summer, and some re'Plantlng

F u t u r e P l a n s . o u r f i r s t m e e t i n g i n l g S 5 i s o n M a r c h 2 3 r d w h e n w e i n v i t e y o u t o
"o,ff"u,-n.*"i'i*d"'ril""tiigHou"""X""tf ,,l;':t'X":,1i1iff :t;;:;"'"n"
2 o p m' for a social afternoon to 

". ' i i" * 'u o" ""-"-cellent opportunity for new
chairman,Maj Gen Turpin' and tea r nrs wrrr * 

:-^:.--;" ^f darden vtsrls.
members to join us beiore we stan our summer programme of garder

Then on Mav 1gth at 1 1 30 ";: ;; "i Hindneaa uesins in mY earden where a

rrgh,'i"tr",,,;";' *rr '"::-1:'::1;,;ty"""*g'i::il:,T:ili;:1'""iJ::,'''t13:""
l ikelv to come As on Prevlous sl

t 'nf,; 
"oou, 2 30 p m we wil l drive the short distance to visit the small but beautifully

0"";; ;;; ; "; ; y: i-yli-, i"1', fl ffj. ff i il""; j[',,'"1, i"".:" :; ffi L":: "' "
maior feature here, they sPeclal l l

l : : f i  ; ; ; ; '  " ; ' ; :  area Members rrom oiher Groups are welcome'to join us

(Directions for 
"Birches" - O"" * i |"  south oI the Hindhead traf{ ic l ights'  turn r ight

ofr the A3 into crosswavs *""0' "'n"o""t"o 9':f1"1 yi^::::: second left which

is Mowaft road leading into r<ing"u;oii Firs "Birches' is a few hundred Yards down on

the left opposite a lamp-post ) Pamela Lee.

SOUTH WEST

On June 2nd' members visited the garden 9t 
"t 

l 
Mj" 

l 1-lho'ne 
at Kinghav

neat East Knoyle in Wiltshrre *nin o'o"'O"O lhe setting t: ' .: o:' l :no"' afternoon The

weather was fine una rn"rno"t" "i joi"d wandering through.the 
"nooks and crannies

of a plantsman's garden There *"l" 't""t ra* an-d unusual plants to see' and some oJ

;;; i l ;;;"tv Morlie Tnorne were available lor membets to buv our hosts

provided refreshmen," ,o "on",-uoJ u iappy and interesting afternoon This garden ls

".o"" 
a tn" Public under the National Gardens Scheme'

July 7th p'oved to be one J i ie nottest days of the.summer when the Group

visited David I Delia Edge's '-r""i ton" tu"o".t '  near Verwood in Dorset Here David

& Delia grow t'e"ttt" '" tot tft" iu-ae ttking tuti"ulou" care with cultivation and

propagation techniques. o""'o'"olntl" "tt"f loon of his t" '":ol" 
l ' t" 

*:: l::-::.1::

stock beds and plants for sate' and sharing with Us his knowledge of heather growrng

and providing many useful oo" *" *"'" II"o giuen a practical demonstration of

propagation {ollowed by relreshments provided by Delia and friends at tables wltn very
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This year's Southampton Show on the 1 3th, 14th & 1 srh July provided some of our
members with an opportunity for a heather display. The Chairman of the Royal
Southampton Horticultural Society - Mr. Nevil le Yeates - a long standing Heather
Society member - was in charge of the very substantial horticultural section.

Mr. Yeates, together with nurserymen members lVlr. I Mrs. Price ol Orchardleigh
Nurseries at Bishops Waltham. organised a heather display on the theme of
"Congratulations to the Heather Society on their 21st Birthday". Other Group members,
Mr. John Bridgland, Mrs, Betty Allsop, Mr, E Mrs, Pope and Mr. John Moore, manned
the stand by talking to interested visitors and sell ing H,S. l i terature.

A garden meeting on September lst brought this year's activit ies to a close when
members met to visit two gardens in Lytchett Matravers nea. Poole in Dorset. Picnic
lunches on the lawn of Joyce Burfitt 's cottage began the proceedings. After lunch,
members saw a display of seedling Ericas and Callunas undergoing "trials", one aspect
of heather gardening often overlooked. Then we moved on to Val Cumpler's lovely
garden with a view over Poole Harbour. Here, Val has created a very colourful display
of heathers, confiers and azaleas in attractive curved beds, a lovely setting lor us to
relax and talk about our favourite subject whilst enjoying some refreshment.

As usual I am in debt to those who have welcomed us to their gardens or nurseries
during the year. Every ga.den is a delight and full of ideas and I would welcome
suggestions or invitations for 1985.

Future plans Ourfirst meeting of 1985 is at Lytchett Matravers Vil lage Hall on
March 3oth at 2 o'clock when our Chairman Maj,Gen. Turpin wil l give a talk on
Heathers, I  hope to see vou al l  then. Phil  Joyner.

oVERSEAS - PAC|F|C NORTH WEST (USA,/CANADA)
The Annual lvleeting of the Pacific North West Heather Society was hetd at

Ofympia. WA on August 22nd, and the Treasureas repon showed that the Society now
has 84 paid up members. lt was proposed, seconded and passed that the name ol the
Society be changed to North American Heather Society. The President Stuart Fraser
inquired of the progress Dorothy Metheny has made with her Hardy Heather Species
Book. Only two species remain to be drawn, and inquiries wil l now be made about
Dublication.

SCRAP BOWL - Titbits of news from members.

Erica carnea 'Margerie Frcarson'.  I  bought a plant of this in July '1982 in Grange-over-
Sands. Subsequently, I  spotted Mr. W.D. Frearson's name in the Membership List as
l iving in Grange and wrote to him. In his reply, he confirmed that he was the grower of
this cult ivar, the stock plant of which he had lost during the winter of 1981 -2. In his
letter, he described 'Margerie 

Frearson'thus: "The t lowers are a good deep pink,
January-March, Fol iage yel low-b.onze in winter, going green in summer."

I have now grown my specimen on for t lvo winters. l t  is an attract ive plant,
compact and very f lor i ferous; the f lower colour appears to resemble that of,December
Red' {Hl1). The tol iage however seems similar to 'Mrs. 

Sam Doncaster '  and is by no
means 

"yel low-bronze". 
My plant unfortunately is not growing in {ul l  sunl ight and I

wonder whether this accounts for the lack of fol iage colour. l t  would be useful to have
comments from other members who have this cult ivar in their gardens.

R.C. D. Kingsford, Zone 4.



A Pen Friend in Portugal? We have received a request from a heather enthusrast In

f f i * o c o r r e s p o n d w i t h o n e o ' o u r m e m b e r s ' i f a n y o n e | s
interested in taking up this ofJe' please let me know' Ed'

I  O|. inf.  Sr"-uO {ro. Heather? A farmer in Co Kerry'  S lreland' who recently found an

old metal basin on his land has now been told by the National Museum that l t  ls a

i". t"n nr""" basin daring back to the 16th or 17th century. The vessel is 28" in

diameter, weighs just over a stone' and is thotight to have been used Jor brewing a

ir int froa heather, an old tradit ion in the area There are a number of f ields fenced' ln

;; ; ; ; ;r"t ; i"  at cloon East '  Glencar'  where a part icularlv sweet strain of heather

;; ; ;" .  i r ;  farmer, Maurice Breen, remembers his {ather speaking of people who used

to make drink from it .  A similar basin was found in Limerick aboul 50 years ago and i t

is in the Brit ish Museum 
Ruth Hayden' Zone 12

Butterf l ies and Heatlgr. The hot.dry summer of 1984 should have provided excel lent

condit ions for buttenl les uno rnotnt And yet the reports ol correspondents in the dai lv

;; ; ; ; .0"r" have been strangely inconsistent l t  seems that i t  has been a very good

a"uaon ion our native species' but '  for some reason' the migratory species - Red

ndmirat. Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow - have been sadly lacking'

ln our own heather garden in Surrey' Peacocks' Small  Tonoiseshells and Commas

have been part icularly common and we have seen more than the usual numbers of

Cornrnon gir*,  Hol ly BlLres and Gatekeepers Large and Small  Skippers have been

common. A few Purple Hairstreaks have appeared on the heather and a surprrse vlsl tor

*"a " , ,"n'" White Admiral Altogether twenty species o{ butterf l ies have so Jar been

recorded.'- l i i f t"  
""a of August a caterpi l lar ot the Elephant Hawk Moth was.found sheltelng

at the base of a white E. tetralrx, some distance from any.wil low-het! '  ' ] :  
l j | l : | ," . ' - . ,

;iJ;fi ;; ;; ir'." """"irr"i, which was about.a third Jurlv sJ:i:'..::-11"^"::l
ffi;ill]:J ""fi,;;;":i;";;;;"" three and rour inches rons' tl *-"::]: g:"."1:
l,i;";,;"*:iil;i;;;l;;";J;h"; 't emerses * ",f-'1!.1:-Y:I-i:1:li::,i""'t"'o'"
;::#i""""J; ;;; ;; i?; ;1,;l *:"::::r:n*.*J*'::*:l*';'J:;:
ffiffit"I"i "i prr'.'ir, came ro our s€rden j: Tf,:","":::::"rli:"""t#
;:;i::;il:;ffi;r, "*'" io"r' " series' Gardens ior, 1 r' rnl".'- :-1::1:-il:TT:"
;,::::i:'ffJ'H#i,"J";;i ;;;;; T"ig1 :tl.i":?:::i::"'i "":;1'l"fi,:["
[:".T[ff: ftH;:;j;;;';' *"i r"' """ vears at Dartinston Harr in charse or

the Gardens there."'";:;;; i l ; 
which runs for 26 minutos is due to be shown at the beginnins of

February 1985 {we do not know rne precise date vet).in C"111: 
?:::: 

& Somerset'

We understand that several otner Independent TV stations may.be buying the series

f r o m T S W a n d i f t h i s l s t h e c a s e w e w o u | d b e p l e a s e d t o h e a r f r o m m e m b e r s i { i t i s
shown in their area. Ed

DIARY OF EVENTS.

Nov. 2O/21st RHS Show incl lding a class tor hesthers' RHS Halls '  Westminster '

f , lou. Zf "t  COUNCIL MEETING, RHS Halls '  Westminster '

t ' i "".  iSro Midlands Group - M€eting at Winterbourne See Group News'

-,"".  iz,rr CLOSING DATE - Material for the Spring Bullet in

Feb. 1gth COUNCIL MEETING' RHS Halls '  Wostminster '

i" i .  igi iotrr RHs show, including heather competit ion' RHs Halls '  Westminster '

i r ;  1; i-  Midlands Group - lvleeting at Winterbourne See Group News

fVf"r.  Zira Southern Group - Meeting at Dorklng See Group l \ews'

M;;.  aol;  south west Group - Meeting at Lvtchett Matravers -see 
Group News'

fr/ l"" i f i r fr  Southern Group - Meeting at Hindhead See Group News

seot. 6/9th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Pulborough' Sussex


