
Editor: Mrs. Diane Jones, Otters'Court, West Camel, Nr' Yeovil' Somerset'
BA22 7oF.

I  do wish al l  our members a happy New Year, and hope that you and your gardens

are coping with the wintry weather. The snow and frost have certainly affected the

bloom on ourwinter heathers Their colours were gradually showing through before

Christmas. but since the New Year they have 
"stopped in their tracks" and who can

blame them, Some sunny days during the next few weeks would encourage them

into ful l  bloom, and then on the brightest days (around the middle of the day) the

bees wil l  start to visi t  them

Looking ahead to our act ivi t ies for 1985, many of us wil l  be pleased when the

group events begin again. An afternoon or a whole day out to meet {r iends on a

garden visi t  or at a meeting in a hal l  is an opportunity to exchange ideas and learn

something new. Members who have not previously attended a group gathering wil l

be most r irelcome to do so, and i f  you don't  know who to contact '  I  wi l l  gladly

be  o f  ass i s tance  
i ane  Jones .

N .B .  My  apo log ies  {o r  t he  au tumn  Bu l l e t i n  be ing  w rong l y  numbered ,  i t  shou ld  have

b e e n  V o l .  3 .  N o .  1 3  { N o t  N o .  1 1 ) .
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The Heathor Sociow 1963-1984

ln 1984 The Heather Societv celebrated i ts 21st Anniversary. A correspondent has

suggested that we should publ ish the names of those members who joined the Society in

1963 and who are st i l l  mombers today. The l ist includes thirty names {thirty-seven, i f

account is taken of joint membership), thirteen of whom were founder members'

Mr. P. Bessent Zone 11 Mrs. C. l .  Macleod, Zone 11 (F)

Mrs. M. A. Bowerman Zone 11 (F) Mr. and Mrs. C F. Mart in, Zone 1l

Mr. J. E. Crewe-Brown zone 14 Mr. and Mrs. F L. Mil ls Zone 13

Miss J. Burf i t t  Zone 12lFl
Mr. J. F. Chattaway Zone 7
Mr. H. C. Delves Zone l1
M iss  K .  M .  Fe l l  Zone  12  (F )

Miss E. E. F. Fi lmore Zone 11 (F)

Dr. V. H. Gray Zone 11
Mrs. P. Harper Zone 14
Sir Derek P. Hi l ton Zone 4

Mrs. J. N. Milsum Zone 11 (F)

Mr. E. R. Mounsey Zone 1 (F)

Miss V. M. Newsham Zone 5
Mr ,  and  Mrs ,  H .  L .  N i cho l son  zone  11

lvlr,  C. Puddle, Zone I
Mr. J. M, Boughan Zone 7
Miss l .  M. N, Ryan Zone 13
Brig. and Mrs. C. H. R. Smith Zone 1'1

Mrs. E. G. Kleinwort Zone '1 ' l  
{F) Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Stevens Zone 12 (Fl

lvlr, and Mrs. 8. G. London Zone 9 Mr. T. Underhil l Zone '13 
{F)

Mrs. B. D. Maginess zone 12 (F) lvlr. and lvlrs. G. Will iams Zone 8
Mr. D. Mcclintock zone 11 (F) lvlrs. J. E Youle Zone 11 (F)

Those marked lF) were founder memberc.

l



R.H.S, Competition for Ornam€ntal Tr6es & Shrubs,rom tho Op€nNovember 2oth and 2tst 19g4

;i"";rl,""^ 
Hearn or Heather judged for fotiage effect, one vase/bowl. 4 exhibitors,

lst  Mrs. P. 8. Lee
2nd Maj. Gen. g Mrs. p.G.TurDin,
3rd Maj. Gen. e Mrs. p.c.TurDin
4th lMaj. Gen. & Mrs. p.G. Turpin

Erica Lusitanica ,Georqe 
Hunt,

Erica origgna Golden iadv,
Calluna vulgaris ,Cottswood 

Gold,
Calluna vulgaris ,Grey 

Carpet,

1sth ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 6th " gth Septsmbsf 1985
As previously announced, rhis vear,s Annual Conference wil l be held at Lodge Hil lResidentiat centre, Watersfietd. Near putboroush, t"J;;;;".1;;n"e ooorinsl

;*:"J;rff il11?::.:"J"1';i:? T.'airins to rvrrs p e i"u, si'"iu". Kinsswood
rnt"noins ro ";'"" io ;; ;;;;".H:;.,"..,j "J* ::j;;l";ff n"*:,Tfl: jj"{i*j
organisation ofthe Conference, the Dreparation ofthe programi", _"if inn ",.0"n""" "r".:l*'::":j:ffi#:.:1""J::'0";''"i "h"'s"" ';;;;;"";;;;;;';"';;0" pavabre to:
_ Conference charges are as fol lows:

Friday evening to Monday morning f52.OO
fflo€y evening to Sunday aftemoon f42.OO

1,.,:::::lo* . . 9oT"g., runch-& drnner. per day El2 .OO"r"-O-rJ:1":l rrip,inctuding entry to Nymans gardens €5.0O

,u,ufut-"nt 
for the Conference charges should be sent to Mrs.

Res iden ts

Outl ine Programme

Friday, afternoon
Fr i day  even ing

Saturday morning

Saturday afternoon
Saturday evening
Sunday  morn ing

Sunday afternoon.

Sunday  even ing
Monday  morn ing

P. 8. Lee by the 15th

4  p .m .  -  6  p .m .  Recep t i on .
Mrs .  M . .Bowerman ,  ,The  

mak ing  o f  a  Hea the r  Ga rden  a tunamps  H t
Hea the r  Ou i z
Mr .  D .  Dona ld ,  "The  

Che l sea  phys rc  Ga rden , ,
IVlr.  J. D. Bond, 'The 

Heather Garden and Conifer Collect ion inWindso r  Grea t  pa rk ,

Group Photograph
V is i t  t o  Champs  H i l l
Open  Fo rum
ANNUAL G  ENERAL  MEETING
Talk by Mr. O. J. Ctayton
Coach  excu rs i on  t o  Nymans .  p i cn i c  r uncn .
Shon talk by Mr. Masters, fol lowed by a tour of Nymans
Gardens
Open Forum (continued)
Dispers e



SL IDE L IBRARY

Remember  t he  s l i de  l i b ra r y  i s  on  l y  as  good  as  you  make  i t ,  so  when  you  a re  t ak ing

s l i des  remember  t o  t ake  an  ex t ra  one  and  dona te  i t  t o  t he  Soc ie t y .  We  a re  i n  g rea t

need  o f  s l i des  o f  named  cu l t i va rs ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  w in te r  f l owe r i ng  hea the rs .  I n  o rde r  t ha t

t he  s l i des  a re  reasonab l y  cons i s ten t ,  when  you  t ake  a  s l i de ,  t r y  t o  { i l l t he  6 i c tu re  w i t h

one  ma tu re  p lan t  and  avo id  pho tog raph ing  l abe l s  i f  poss ib l e .  A t t e r  a l l ,  we  wan t
pho tog raphs  o f  hea the rs  ra l he r  t han  l abe l s .

To  use  t he  s l i de  l i b ra r y ,  a l l  you  need  to  do  i s  w r i t e  1o  me  as  {a r  ahead  as  you  can ,
g i v i ng  me  the  da te  when  you  requ i re  t he  s l i des ,  and  s ta t i ng  t he  modu les  yoL l  wan t  o r

i he  sub jec t  o f  t he  t a l k  you  a re  g i v i ng .  Gene ra l l y  yo t - l  w i l l  r ece i ve  t he  s l i des  abou t  10

days  be fo re  t he  da te  you  spec i f y .  The  l oan  o f  t he  s l i des  i s  f r ee ,  bu t  you  pay  f o r  t he
pos tage  bo th  ways  ( you  do  t h i s  when  you  re tu rn  t he  s l i des )

The re  a re  n ine  modu les  and  one  o r  more  may  be  bo r rowed  a t  once .

1 .  W i l d  hea the rs  i nc l ud ing  some  o f  t he  more  unusua l  spec ies  i n  t he i r  na tu ra l

hab i t a t .
2 .  A  d i ve rs i t y  o f  hea the rs ,  gene ra l l y  un -named  cu l t i va rs  bu t  g i v i ng  t he  spec t rum

o f  hea lhe r  co lou rs  e t c .
3 .  Hea the r  ga rden  des ign ,  s l i des  he lp fu l  i n  exp la i n i ng  t h i s  t op i c

4 .  Ca l l unas  and  named  cu l t i va r  c l ose -L tps .
5 .  Summer  f l owe r i ng  hea ths ,  p l us  c l ose -ups .
6 .  W in te r  t l owe r i ng  hea ths ,  p l us  c l ose -ups .
7 .  Cape  hea ths .
8 .  Bo tan i ca l  s l i des ,  o f t en  i nc l ud ing  spo r t s  wh i ch  subsequen t l y  became  famous

cu l l t va rs .
9 .  M isce l l aneous ,  some  s l i des  i n  t h i s  modu le  a re  useJu l  when  us ing  Modu le

3 .
P lease  w r i t e  t o :  Denbe igh ,  A l l  Sa in t s

Notes from

Road ,  C ree t i ng  S t .  Ma ry ,  l psw ich .  lP6  8PJ .
Dav id  Sma l l

our Administrator

Subsc r i p t i ons  f o r  1985  we re  due  on  t he  l s t  Janua ry ,  €3  f o r  an  i nd i v i dua l

membersh  i p  and  €4 Io r  a  l am i l y  j o i n t  membersh ip .  P romp t  paymen t  i s  app rec ia ted  as

reminders are costly in t ime and postage. Bankers order forms and covenant forms

are avai lable on reqLrest. The Society greatly appreciates the response by so many

members  who  have  s i gned  covenan ts  f o r  t he  paymen t  o f  subsc r i p t i ons .  l I  t he re  a re

o the r  members  who  wou ld  l i ke  t he  Soc ie t v  t o  bene f i t  by  l h i s  concess ion ,  wou ld  t hey
please write to me lor the appropriate lorms.

The  Hea the r  T r i a l s  1971 -75  Repo r t  i s  now  ou t  o I  p r i n t ,  bu t  t he  Soc ie t y  has

retained a small  number ot copies which may be borrowed for short periods. Please

wr i t e  t o  Ph i l  Joyne r ,84  K in ross  Road ,  Rush ing ton ,  To t t on ,  Sou thamp ton  SO4  4BN

enc los ing  6Op  to  cove r  t he  cos t  o f  pos tage  and  pack ing .
Beryl Farrah



GROUP NEWS
NORTHEAST (NEWCASTLE)

Our  Group  ac t i v i t i es  have  been  va r i ed  and  we l l  suppo r ted  and  i nc luded  a  s l i de
show and  add ress  by  ou r  member  D r .  R .  N i cho l s  on  a lp i nes  and  sma l l  con i f e r s  w i l h i n
the  hea the r  ga rden .  l t  was  obv ious  t ha t  ou r  member  was  neve r  qu i t e  sa t i s f i ed  w i t h
l he  pe r fo rmance  o f  some  con i f e r s ,  wh i ch  p romp ted  h im  to  move  them to  va r i ous
posit ions to give the desired effect and improve the performance oI each variety. His
en thus iasm fo r  a  va r i ed  ga rden  has  consequen t l y  ex tended  h i s  r ange  o I  bo th  a l p i nes
and  sma l l  con i f e r s .  l t  was  obv ious  f r om the  many  ques t i ons  t ha t  many  members
ga ined  much  i n fo rma t i on .

Our  nex l  f u  nc t i on  was  a  de l i gh t f u l  v i s i t  t o  t he  hea the r  nu rse r i es  o f  ou r  mem be r  Mr .
Kane  a t  Woo lne r  i n  No r thumber l and .  l t  was  i n te res t i ng  and  educa t i ve  t o  see  t he
intensive propagation of both heathers and conifers being undertaken by Mr. Kane,
who was in the the process of instal l ing some automation. l t  was grati fying to learn
tha t  h i s  bus iness  i n  supp l y i ng  va r i ous  nu rse r i es  and  ga rden  cen t res  now  ex tends
north of the Border, also down into the Midlands. Leaving the nurseries, after most of
ou r  members  had  bough t  va r i ous  p lan t s ,  we  made  ou r  way  by  coach  ove r  de l i gh t f u l
moo r l and  t o  How ick  Ha l l  nea r  C ras te r ,  t he  f o rmer  home  o f  Ea r l  G rey .

The  g rounds  o f  How ick  Ha l l  a re  se t  i n  and  su r rounded  by  a  mass i ve  t r ee  be l t ,
which no doubl gives shelterfrom the winds from the near-by north-east coast.Apan
f rom hea the r  beds ,  a l l  ou r  members  we re  imp ressed  w i t h  t he  range  o f  co lou rs  o f  t he
hyb r i d  rhododend rons  and  aza leas ,  wh i ch  t oge the i  w i t h  P ie r i s  o f t en  some  10  f ee t
h  i gh ,  gave  an  eyeca tch ing  co lou r  d i sp lay .  A  h igh  t ea  a t  a  l oca l  r es tau ran t  gave  many
members  an  oppo r tun i t y  t o  samp le  f r esh l y  caugh t  f i sh .

Members  we re  c i r cu la ted  rega rd ing  t he  F lower  Show wh i ch  t odk  p lace  by  k i nd
a r rangemen t  w i t h  ou r  members  Mr .  and  Mrs .  Dav id  Goodch i l d  i n  t he i r  ga rden  and
greenhouse in Ponteland. Despite heavy showers, we were fortunate for a brief t ime
to  en joy  b lue  sk ies .  A l t oge the r  t he re  we re  12  c l asses ,  and  a  t r ophy  l o r  t he  bes t
exhibit  was won by Mrs. D. McArthur from Morpeth with a superb entry of 'Elsie

Purnel l ' .  In al l  there were 78 entr ies and i t  was obvious from the comments of many
people who attended that we can look forward to even more support for this event in
1985 .  Tea  and  re f reshmen ts ,  t oge the r  w i t h  a  B r i ng  and  Buy  p lan t  s ta l l  we re  we l l
suppo r ted .  and  need less  t o  say  t he  who le  even t  i nc l ud ing  cash  p r i zes  f o r  1s t ,  2nd
and  3 rd ,  was  a  l i nanc ia l  success .  W i l l  members  p lease  no te  t ha t  t he  F lower  Show
1985  w i l l  be  a t  t he  same  venue  on  Sa tu rday  21s t  Sep tember .

Ou r  f i na l  even t  i n  1  984  was  an  i n te res t i ng  and  i n fo rma t i ve  v i s i t  by  24  members  t o
the Durham College ol Hort iculture, where we were received and guided around by
the  P r i nc ipa i  Mr .  l .  Webs te r .  The  ga rdens  compr i se  many  and  va r i ed  sub jec t s  as  we l l
as  t he  hea the r  and  a lp i ne  sec t i on ,  and  t he  me thods  o f  p ropaga t i on  e t c .  we re
much  aoo rec ia ted .

Our  nex t  ge t - t oge the r  w i l i  be  i n  t he  Me thod i s t  Chu rch  Ha l l ,  Pon te land ,  on  Mon-
day 4rh March 1 O85 at 7.30 p.m. when various members wil l  show sl ides. The evening wil l  be
comprehensive including ralks on propagation, colour in the garden, garden lay-out and
favourite heathers. Wil l  members please note this event to save further correspondence.

Future plans - our visi t  to the Northumbria Police Headquarters al North Road,
Ponteland, to see the extensive gardens and glass houses wil l  be on Wednesday,
1o th  Ju l y ,  7  p .m .  p romp t .

Svd Courtnev
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MIDLANDS
On November 23rd our meeting was well  attended for an evening of f i lms. The

f i r s t  was  a  ra the r  anc ien t  ( bu t  none the less  i n te res t i ng )  f i lm  abou t  pea t  p roduc t i on  I o r
the hort iculture industry. You can tel l  how old i t  was, the tomatoes on snow were
p r i ced  i n ' o l d  money ' .  The  second  f i lm  took  us  a round  Wis ley  Ga rdens  ano  maoe
many of us resolve to visi t  Wisley more often.
Fu tu re  P lans .  Ou r  nex t  mee t i ng  i s  a l  W in te rbou rne  on  March  1s t  a t  7 .30  p .m .  Ou r
s p e a k e r w i l l b e l v l r . P e t e r H L t t c h i n s o n w h o w i l l g i v e a n i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k o n h e a t h e r s a n d
o the r  e r i caceous  sub jec t s .  We  hope  he  w i l l  be  accompan ied  by  h i s  w i f e  Joseph ine ,
after whom the E. cinerea 'Josephine 

Ross' was named.
A t  7 .0  p .m .  on  May  ' l  8 th  we  a re  ho ld i ng  a  soc ia l  even ing  and  bu f f e t  suppe r .  Hav ing

expe r i enced  t he  cook ing  sk i l l s  o f  ou r  members  a t  p rev ious  soc ia l s ,  I  t h i nk  I  can  con_
fidently predict a very good evening. We shall  also have the opportunitv to walk
round  W in te rbou rne ' s  l ove l y  ga rdens .  wh i ch  a re  a l so  t he  Bo tan i c  Ga rdens  o f  t he
University of Birmingham. 

Daphne Everett

THAMES VALLEY
Members  i n  t he  Read ing ,  Ma idenhead  and  H  i gh  Wycombe  a rea  who  a re  rn te res -

ted in a local group should contact Arnold Stow who has recently moved from
F lackwe l l  Hea the r  t o  'W idmour ' ,  

L immer  Lane ,  H igh  Wycombe ,  Bucks .  HP12
40R.

SOUTH ERN
S ince  news  o f  t he  Group  s  Oc tobe r  v i s i t  t o  Wakehu rs t  p l ace  was  i nc tuded  i n  t he

Au tumn  Bu l l e t i n ,  I  wou ld  s imp l y  l i ke  t o  use  t h i s  space  t o  encou rage  new  memoers ,
pa r t i cu la r l y  t hose  i n  t he  London  a rea  who  may  espec ia l l y  app rec ia te  a  day  ou t  i n  t he
coun l r y ,  t o  Jo in  us  a t  one  o f  t he  mee t i ngs  we  a re  p lann ing  t h i s  sp r i ng .  Fu l l  de ta i l s
have  a l r eady  been  pu  b l i shed ,  bu t  I  w i l l  r epea t  t hem in  case  t h  i s  i s  you ;  f i r s t  Bu l l e t i n ,
o r  pe rhaps  you  may  have  m is l a j d  t he  l as t  one .

On March 23rd we have booked the Friends Meeting House, Butterhi l l ,  off  South
Street, Dorking, for a social afternoon from 2.O p.m. when you are invlred to seek
adv i ce  on  any  p rob lems  you  may  have  on  t he  sub jec t  o f  hea the r  ga rden ing ,  and  t o
mee t  members  l r om a  w ide  a .ea .  The re  w i l l  be  a  show ing  o f  s l i des  by  ou r  Cha i rman
Maj. Gen. Turpin, fol lowed by tea and biscuits. I  regret rhat parking here is a l i t t le dif_
f icult .  so i f  you don't  mind the walk, or arr ive late, perhaps ihe town car oarK
would be saler.

The  nex t  v i s i t  on  N4ay  1g th  w i l l  be  t o  a  sma l l  and  i n t r i gu ing  p lan t s rnan  s  ga roen
called "Calluna" 

(wrongly named as there are few heathers, but you won,t be
disappointed). l \4r. and l \4rs. phi l  Knox wil l  be expecting us short ly after 2.30 p.m.
They  have  p lan t s  f o r  sa le ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  a l p i nes .  and  t ea  and  b i scu i t s  w i l l  be  ava i l ab le .
From the Hindhead traff ic l ights rake rhe Farnham road: shonly before the vi l lage of
Churt,  the house is oi the left  at the junction with Whitmore Vale.

l f  however you would l ike to come out for the day, you are welcome to arr ive at my
hou_se  "B i r ches "  

f r om 1 ' l  . 3O  a .m .  {La te r  i f  we t  o r  co ld )  and  we  w i l l  have  a  s imp le
bu f f e t  l u  nch  (p l ease  book  i n  w r i r i ng ) .  A  co l l ec t i on  w i l l  be  made  fo r  Soc ie t y  f unds ,  and
I look forward to seeing you. (Direct ions: . l  mile south of the Hindhead crossroads,
turn r ighr off  the 43 inro Crossways Road (to crayshotr).  Take the second left"Mowatt 

Road leading to Kingswood Firs' , .  The house is a few hundred yards on left
o'Po' l te a lam'-Post 

Pamela Lee
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SOUTH WEST
As  I  w r i t e  t hese  no tes ,  we  have  j us t  had  ou r { i r s t  snow  o f  t he  w in te rand  a l t hough

jus t  a  l i gh t  dus t i ng ,  i t  i s  su f f i c i en t  t o  p romp t  me  to  l ook  {o rwa rd  t o  wa rmer  spnng  days

ahead .Howeve r , va r i ousEr i caxda r l eyens i sandEr i caca ineacL l l t i va r sa rep rov ld l ng
co loL r r  a t  t he  momen l  ano  nence  some  warmth  The  Cape  hea th  hyb r i d  E r i ca  x

hvema l i s 'DL rskv  Ma id  and  t he  Cape  hea th  spec ies  E r i ca  c ruen ta  have  a l so  been

f l ower i ng  we l l  i n  t he  ga rden ,  bu t  now  the  l ow  tempera tL l r es  w i l l  p robab l y  t ake

the i r  t o l l .
Re tu rn  i ng  t o  t he  sp r i ng  days  a  head ,  t he  I i r s t  mee t i ng  o f  t he  yea r  w i l l  be  on  March

3o th  a t  Ly t che t l  Ma t rave rs  V i l l age  Ha l l ,  when  Ma i  Gen  Pa t  Tu rp in  ou r  Cha i rman  w i l l

g i ve  a  t a l k  on  hea ths  and  hea the rs .  The re  w i l l  a l so  be  a  n  ew  ven tu re '  a  on  e  c l ass  t ab le

itrow o{ a vase of six stems of at least three dif ferent cLl l t ivars of winter f lowerlng

Er i cas .  The re  w i l l  be  p r i zes  {o r  t he  { i r s t  t h ree ,  and  each  member  l s  r es l r l c t ed  t o  one

entry. The meeting starts at 2.0 p.m Lycthett Matravers is si tuated approximatelV 6

m i l es  { r om Poo le ,  and  1  m i l e  wes t  o f  t he  A350  Poo le  t o  B land {o rd  road  The  v i l l age

h a l l  i s o n t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e H i g h S t r e e t j u s t n o r t h o f t h e R o s e a n d C r o w n I n n  T h e r e

w i l l  be  a  sma l l  cha rge  f o r  r e f reshmen ts  and  t he  h i r e  o f  t he  ha l l '

La te r  i n  t he  sp r i ng ,  on  t he  27 th  Ap r i l  a t  2 .0  p  m  we  w i l l  be  v i s i t i ng  t he  ga rden  o f

S towe l l  H i l l  nea r  Temp lecombe  i n  Somerse t  Th i s  ga rden  be longs  t o  Mr '  and  Mrs '

Robe r t  Mcc ree ry  and  i s  men t i oned  i n  t he  pL ' l b l i ca t i on  
"Ga rdens  o l  Eng land  and

Wa les  Open  to  t he  Pub l i c "  l t  i sdesc r i bedashav ingaco l l ec t i ono fsp r i ng l l owe r i ng

shrubs. Members mav reach Stowell  Hi l l  by turning west o,f{ the A357 'oacl y2 mile

north o{ Templecom be

Our  summer  v i s i t  w i l  be  a t  2  O  p  m .  on  June  29 th  t o  The  Cobb les  owned  by  Mr '

and  Mrs .  A .  P .  Bake r  nea r  B land {o rd  i n  Do rse t  Th i s  ga rden  i s  a l so  i n  t he  a fo remen-

t i oned  pub l i ca t i on .  Th i s  i s  a  ga rden  on  cha l k  and  w i l l  g i ve  members  t he  oppo r tun l t y

to  obse rve  a  d i f f e ren t  t ype  o {  ga rden ing .  l t  i s  s i t ua ted  i n  Sh i l l i ngs tone '  5  m i l es  N  W '

o f  B tand fo rd  oppos i t e  t he  O ld  Ox  I nn .

F u t u r e P | a n s : | t i s h o p e d t h a t t h e G r o u p c o u | d r e p r e s e n t t h e s o c i e t y w i t h a d i s p | a y o f
hea the rs  a t  t he  Sou thamp ton  Show on  t he  1  2 th -14 th  Ju l y  l f  t he rea remembersw i l l -

i ng  t o  he lp  w i t h  t h i s  even t  wou ld  t hey  p lease  con tac t  me

A lso  ano the r  da te  f o r  you r  d i a r y  -  we  w i l l  be  v i s i t i ng  Hea the rwood  Nu rce ry  nea r

Wimborne  on  Augus t  3 ' ! s t  -  mo re  de ta i l s  l a te r '

And  f i na l l y ,  wou ld  members  p lease  send  me  two  SAE 'S  i I  you  requ i re  I u r t he r

de ta i l s  o f  r he  above  mee t i ngs .  I  wou ld  a  l so  be  p leased  to  hea r  l r om members  w i l l i ng

to  open  the i r  ga rdens  t o  t he  Group  i n  1986 '
Ph i l  Joyne r .

OVERSEAS -  NORTH AMERICAN HEATHER SOCIETY

We have  an  en te rp r i s i ng  new  member  Joyce  Desc loux  i n  Dove r '  NJ '  who  t s

i n te res ted  i n  s ta r t i ng  an  Eas te rn  d i v i s i on  o I  ou r  No r th  Amer i can  Hea the r  Soc ie t y  Eas t

Coast members are invited to get in touch with her ar 32 Longridge Road'

Dover'  NJ o78o' l  
Dorothv Methenv



SCRAP BOWL - Titbits ot news from members.

A visi t  to DenmarkT Members are ,most 
welcome, to vis j t  a new nurseryman member

Mr. Emil Lutken of Ulvergaarden, Roedhusvej 3S8, 9440 Aabybro, Denmark, who
grows well  over 25O cult ivars of heather.

The Correct Naming of Heathers, Our Chairman offered some wise words on rhis
sub jec t  i n  t he  1979  Summer  Bu l l e t i n  and ,  i n  t he  Au tumn  fo l l ow ing ,  Mr .  Dav id
Mcc l i n tock  p rov ided  amus ing  and  i n te res t i ng  examp les  o f  how  m is takes  I n  nam ing
have arisen, Most nurserymen are responsible enough to correct therr errors but a
few  e i t he r  do  no t  ca re  -  o r  do  no t  ac t  f as t  enough .  The  resu l t i ng  m tsnomers  can
often be quite intr iguing and even attract ive. Would you not have been tempted to
buy a specimen of Calluna vugaris ,Charmington,? 

A pleasant name I rhought. Of
cou rse ,  i t  shou ld  have  been  'S i r  

John  Cha r r i ng ton , .  Wou  l d  you  no t  have  been  p leased
to make the acquaintance of ,Ann 

Marks ? ln fact, she was a traud; her real name was
Er i ca  ca rnea 'Ann  Spa rkes ' . 'Ruby fo l i a  l d i dn , t f ancy ,andwas re l i evedwhen i t t u rned
out to be Calluna vulgaris 'Hammondii  

Rubrifol ia,.  A great puzzle was Calluna
vu lga r i s 'Ve rona  -  a  ve ry  p l aus ib l e  name  wh i ch  ove r_exc i t ed  me ;  lwas  su re  I  had
made a discovery. Fortunately, the growerofthis, Mr. Cl ive Benson of preston, saved
me from error; he sensibly suggested that the retai ler had probably lost the original
l abe l  and  had  t hen  reso r ted  t o  copy ing  f r om a  smudged  and  we l l _n igh  i l l eg ib l e  sub_
sti tute, thus managing to evolve 'Verona, 

from ,Si lver 
Rose, _ and so ir  turned out to

be! And f inal ly, I  wonder whether the Editor of our Bu l let in knows that she has a rera-
t i ve  ca l l ed  'Euan  

Jones '?  {A  seed l i ng  E r i ca  e r i gena  w i t h  l ime  g reen  l o l aage  was
named after our elder son Ewan. l f  this descript ion f i ts the plant, then the correct name
is Erica erigena Ewan Jones'.  Ed.)

R. C. D. Kingsford, Zone 4.

Heather Superst i t ions. There exists in some parts of Sweden an old idea that a l ing
decoration in the house would bring bad luck to someone in the family, or even
dea th .  When  hea r i ng  t ha t  o l d  nonsense ,  one  can  ha rd l y  be l i eve  onese l f  l i v i ng  i n
1984, but as a matter of fact, many people in Sweden are afraid of deal ing with
hea the r .  I  t h i nk  t he re  i s  qu i t e  ano the r  op in i on  i n  Eng land ,  as  I  r ecen t l y  l ea rned , rom
an English TV f i lm that to you the l ing brings luck.

Brita Johansson, Sweden.

Heather in NeMoundland. Mr. Bernard S. Jackson, Curator of the Memorial
University Botanical Garden at Oxen pond, Newfoundland, writes about the heather
plantings in that windy part of Eastern Canada. _ you may be interested to know
that the wild l ing or Scott ish heather Calluna vulgaris has become natural ized in at
least three areas of Newfoundland. One site, a number of acres in extent, ongtnated
from the heather used as packing for trees sent over to landscape a private estate.
Apparently the packing was thrown over the boundary lence onlo the side of a
rairway track and eventual ly became establ ished. For decades there was onrv a fair lv
small  amount, but over the past f i f teen years i t  has spread dramatical ly. Maybe some-
th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  a  chang ing  c l ima te?  The re  i s  some  on  S igna l  H i l l  i n  S t .  John ,s  wh  i ch
is said to have originated from the mattresses of the soldiers in the gar son there, in
the days when we were st i l l  f ighting the French. Whether or ndt this as correct. I



couldn't  sav. The other site is sard to have originated from the mattress stLl l f ing

brought ashore fbm shipwrecks. This is a story one runs inlo quite a lot and could be

corre;t.  Certainly our southern shore is one of the main graveyards o{ the

A t l an t i c . "
(This i tem was in the North American H.S 

' l - ' leather News' of December 1984'

Ed . )

Erica lusitanica {or Ever.What a wonderful heathdr is E lusitanica, the Portuguese

Hea th l  l t  i s  i n  f l owe r  l r dm l a te  au tumn  to  l a te  sp r i ng  Wha t  o the r  sh rub  r s  con -

t inuously in bloom Ior seven months? My plants are always in f lower in t ime {or

t he  R .H .S .  l a te  au tumn  show and  th i s  yea r  p rov ided  amp le  supp l i es  o l  r he  " l ucky

wh i t e  hea the r "  f o r  a  f am i l y  wedd ing  bouque t  on  t he  
' 1  s t  December '  The re  was  p len tY

for Burns N ight on the 2sth January too, untoLlched by more than a lortnight of snow

and {rost (down to 1 3 degrees F). I  expect that there wil l  st i l l  be some in f lower for the

Chelsea Flower Show next May. l ts pink buds, opening to pure white f lowers' make a

b rave  show th roughou t  ou r  w in te r  mon ths .  l t  i s  a  p i t y  t ha t  i t  i s  no t  more  w ide l y  g rown

P a t  T u r p i n ,  Z o n e  1 1 .

DIARY OF EVENTS

Mar .  l  s t  M id lands  Group -  meet ing  a t  Win terbourne 7  30  p  m See Group

News
Mar .  4 th  N.E.  Group -  Ponte land Method is t  Church  Ha l l ,  7  30  p  m Members

s l i des /d i scuss ton
Sou the rn  Group  -  Mee t i ng  a t  Do rk ing ,  2 .O  p  m  See  Group  News

South West Group - Talk at Lytchett Matravers, See Group News

CLOSING DATE -  Ma te r i a l  f o r  t he  Summer  Bu l l e t i n

South West Group - Visit  to Stowell  Hi l l  garden, See Group News

Mid lands  Group  -  Soc id l  even ing  and  bu f f e t  s r l ppe r  a t  W in te rbou rne  7

p .m .  See  Group  News

Sou the rn  Group  -  Mee t i ng  a t  H indhead  11  30  a  m  o r  2  30  p  m  See

by  hea the r  en thus ias t s .

M a r . 2 3 r d
M a r . 3 o t h
Apt. 27 th
Apt. 27 th
May 1 8th

May 1g th
Group  News

May 21/24 CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW - Limited t ickets avai lable SAE to Hon'

Sec .
June  29 th  Sou th  Wes t  G roup  -  V i s i t  t o  Sh i l l i ngs tone  N r '  B land fo rd  See  Group

News
Ju l y  lO th  N .E .  G roup  -  V i s i t  t o  No r thumbr ia  Po l i ce  H  O  Pon te land '  7  O  p  m

Ju l y  12 /14  Sou th  Wes t  G roup  -  Exh ib i t  a t  Sou thamp ton  Show

Aug .6 th  couNc lL  MEETING,  RHS Ha l l s ,  wes tm ins te r

nu6.  o i  t tn  RHS suMMER FLowER sHow AND HEATHER coMPETl r loNs '  RHS

Hal ls ,  Westm ins te r .
Aug.  31  s t  South  West  Group -  V is i t  to  Heatherwood Nursery '  Nr '  Wimborne '

sept .  6 /9ThANNUAL CONFERENCE,  Pu lborough,  west  sussex '

Sept .  8 th  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,  Lodge H i l l  Res ident ia l  Cent re '

Waters f ie ld ,  Nr .  Pu lborough,  West  Sussex

Sept .  21s t  N.E.  Group -  F lower  Show,  Dar ras  Road,  Ponte land

Nov.26 th  COUNCIL MEETING,  R.H.S. ,  Ha l ls ,  Westmins ter '
Nov. 26/27th. R.H.S. Show, and Ornamental Tree and Shrub Competit ion and Class for

Heathers. R.H.S. Halls, Westminster'


