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The oublication of the Autumn Bullet in comes soon after our Annual Conference when we
have had the pleasure of gett ing togother with members from many paats of the country - and
sometimes from Europe and beyond. After these very enjoyabie weekends amongst old
Ir iends and new, when we have l istened to expert speakers and visi tod gardens orwild areas of
heather, we always I ind we have gained so much from the informal conversations with other
members during meals or over a drink belore dinner.

Like many other small  societ ies with a special interest, the Heather Society gains i ts
strength from the members meeting together at local level,  encouraging the newer m€mbers
and sharing our own 6xp€riences of growing heathers. The establ ished local Groups have al l
grown from small  beginnings, and we are pleased to hear that two mor€ are in the process of
gett ing thgmselves establ ished thanks to a fow enthusiastic members. On€ is in the East
Midlands based on Leicester/Nott ingham, and the other is around the Formby area of
Liverpool. Anyone interested in joining these Groups should contact L6ighton Jones Zone 6 or
Bob Pickering Zone 4 (thdir addresses are in the 1985 Membership List.)

By !he way, thankyou to those members who responded to my comments in the Summer
Eullet in about winter damage on plants - thoir observations have been included in the Scrap

Diane Jones.

MBS. ALFRED BOWERMAN: AN APPRECIATION.
The sad task has fal len to me to write an apDreciat ion of Mrs. Alfred Bowerman who died

on the lOth July 1985.
I cannot do better than quote lrom what I  wrote in the summer ot 1982 after the death of

Alfred.
"Twenty years ago. soon afterthe formation of the Heather Society in response to Sir John

Charrington's appeal to those gardeners who loved heathers to support him in the lounding of
a Heather Society, I  met Alfred and Margaret Bowerman in John L6tts's garden. Margaret said
to me: 'We are busy making a heather garden; there is not much to see y€t, but when there is,
we hoDe vou wil l  come and visi t  i t ." '

Margaret would have given the opening talk at the 1985 Conference on that very subject:
"The Making of a Heather Garden at Champs Hil l , '

The many hundreds of members who have visi t€d Champs Hil l  wi l l  bear rest imony to the
real isat ion of Margaret 's and Alfred's hopes. Not only members but the general publ ic, when
the garden has been open, have enjoyed this lovely expedence.

Nor did lvlargaret confine herself  to creating beauty in her own home and garden. When an
unknown member ot tho public l iv ing in that part of Sussexwrote to me on a problem, I referred
him to her. Margaret took the trouble to cal l  on him and took away the infected plants which
unlortunately were proved by the Research Station at Rushington to have phytophthora. Her
prompt action may have p.evented wholosale contamination of his heathers.

Margar€t survived just three yea6 after the death of Al lred. Helped by a trusty nejghbour
she kept alive for twenty-three years the hopes of Allred and horself. We feel sure that her
devoted son David and his wlfe Mary who have joined the Heather Society wil l  keep the f lame
of their endeavour al ight. Constance MacLeod.

MR. FRANK CULLEY.
It is with great sorrow that we havo to record the death ot Frank Culley in Carl isle lnf irmary

at the €nd of Julv 1985.
He was an enthusiastic supporter of the Heather Society and was a member ofthe Counci l

l rcm 1977.
lvlembers wil l  recal l  that he and Mrs. Culley organised the very successful Conference

which was held at Lancaster University in 1982.
We offer our heart lelt  sympathy to Mrs. Culley and his family in their great loss.

r Par Turpin.



Our Chairman recorded the sad loss of two members of our Counci l ,  Mrs. Margaret

Bowerman and Mr. Frank Culley.
The President. Vice-Presidents and Off icers were re'elected, and our Auditor was re-

appointed tor a further Year.
Two members o.f Counci l  ret ir ing by rotat ion were re-elected, Mr. D B. Oliver and lvlr.  D.

5ma .
The Hon. Secretary said in her report that our membership was steady at about 15OO, a

new membership l ist publ ished this year wil l  in the future be published every third year. She

thanked our Administrator, Bervl Farrah, lor her contr ibution to the smooth running ol the

Society, and was pleased lo report that the local Groups are f lourishing.

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Society's Accounts for the Year Ending 31 st Dec;ember

1 984. A briel summary is included in this report l l  any member would l ike a fu l l  copy please

write to the Hon. Treasurer wi lh a S.A.E. at 17, Hayclose Crescent, Kendal. LAg 7NT

INCOME Subscript ions, donations & tax rebates on Covenants €
Profi t  from sales ol publ icat ions etc.
Surpl!s on Conterence Account
lnterest from lnvestments & Deposits
Regastrat ion Fees
Slide Library

f

EXPENDITURE Year 8ook, Bul let ins I Postage €

Administral ion

Conference Deposit 1985

4493.93
253.30
334.37

1049.63
7.OO
2.OO

6140.23

2430.4'1
1839.87

294.OO

The Balance Sheet shows a credit balance in the accumulated funds at 31st December 1984 of

9 .12 , ' 717  . 19 .
16th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 5th'8th September 1986.

As announced in the Summer Bullet in, the 1986 Conference wil l  be held at Tetley Hall ,

Leeds University lrom sth to 8th September 1 986. Dr'  Kenneth Barraclough has kindly agreed
to organise the Conference and advance bookings rnay be senr (please enclose €2 per mail ing)
to him at 19 Park Avenue, Chapeltown, Shefi ield. S30 4WH The booking charge is to cover

administrat ive costs incurred by the organis€rs and is nol a deposit on the Conference fee
Cheques should be made payable to "Heather Society Conference".

Besidential charges are expected to be in the region of €55'60. Ihe programme wil l
include a visi t  to Harlow Car Gardens and the Annual General Meeting. Further detai ls wi l l  be
published in the Spring Bullet ing.

Subscript ions lor 1 986 wil l  be due on 1 st January, f3 for an individual membership and €4
for a family joint membership. Prompt payment is appreciated as reminders are costly in t ime

and postage. The Society greatly values the response by so many members who have signed

covenants for the payment of subscript ions. I t  there are other members who would l ike the

Societv to benefi t  by this concession, would they please write to me forthe appropriate torms.
Bankers order forms are also avai lable 

Bervr Farrah.

FROM OUR ADMINISTRATOR,



FOYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SHO/V, AUGUST 6'th 1985.
Competitive class€s tor Heathers and othff ornamsntal plants from the op€n.

Results:-
Class 1. Three dist inct Heathers in bloom, one vase/bowl of each.3 entr ies.

lst- lvlrs. D. Everett. Erinerea 'White Dale',  E. tetral ix 'Hookstone
Pink, E x watsoni i  'Cherry Turpin .

2nd .  Mrs .  M .  Chapman .

3id. l \ ,{r .  & Mrs. W'H. Horner.

Calluna 'White Mite' ,  E cin€rea'Cevennes',
E. Vagans'Lyonesse'.
EJinerea 'Snow Cream', €l inerea, unknown,

E:f99S 
'Mrs. D.F. Maxwell .

Class 2. gilj_ygggl!, one vase/bowl. 6 entries.

Class 3. Calluna vulqaris, a single f lowercd coloured cult ivar, one vase/bowl.
1 entry.

' lst.  Mr. and Mrs. W.H.Horner. Unknown.
Class 4. .lqg!lg!g_yglgg!9, a double flowercd coloured cultivar, one vase/bowt.

3 entr ies.
lst.  Mr. D. Mayne.
2nd. Mr. I  Mrs. Horner.

lst.  Mr. R. Fodon.
2nd. Mr. D. Mayne.
3rd. Mr. & Mrs. Horner.

3 entr ies.
1st. Mr. D. Mayne.
2nd. Mr. E Mrs. Horner.

lst.  Mr. B. G. London.
2nd. Mr. B. G. London,
3rd. Mr. B.G. London.

'Diana Hornibrook'
'St. Keverne'
'Cream'

'Tib'
'Tib'

'Atrorubens
'Duncan Fraser'
'Harry Fulcher'

E .  x .  w i l l i ams i i  'P .D .  W i l l i ams
Calluna unknown.

Class 5. 9gL!I3_y!gg!i!, a single or double flowered white cultivar, one vase/bowl.

'Herbert Mitchel l '

Class 6. €rica cinerea, any cult ivar, one vase/bowl. '10 
entr ies,

Class 7. Daboecia, any species, hybrid or cult ivar, one vase/bowl. No entr ies.
Class 8. Any Heather species or hybrid, one plant. 3 entr ies.

1st. Mrs. D. Everett.
2nd .  M iss  J .  H i l l .
3rd. Miss J. Hi l l .  E. retral ix f .alba

class 9. Any Heather species or hybrid not sJi i i?i  abiE one vase/bowt. 4 enrr ies.
lst.  Mr. B.G. London.
2nd. Mr. B.G. London.

€ x stuani i  ' l r ish Lemon'
E. tetral ix 'Melbury Whjte'

Class 10. Any Heather, one vase/bowl, to be judged for fol iage effecr. 1 0 entr ies.
1st. Mrs. D. Everett.
2nd. Mr. R. Foden.
3rd. Mr. D. Mayne.
4th. Mrs. M. Chapman.

€ arborea Estrella Gold'
lgLl$g'Fairy'.
E .  lus i tan ica 'George Hunt
Calluna'Joy V6nstone'.

Class 1 1. Any Heather, one plant, to be judged for fol iage effect. 3 entr ies.
1st. Mrs. D. Everett.
2nd .  M iss  J .  H i l l .
3rd. Mr. R. Foden.

-E arborea'Estrel la Gold'
Ca l l una 'S i l ve r  Oueen '
Calluna'John F. Letts'

Class 12. Decorative Class - an arrangement o, Heathers in a basket.
5 entr ies.

1st. Mrs. D. Everett,
2nd. Mrs. E. Hansford.
3rd. Mrs. P.B. Lee.

Mr. and Mrs. Everett exhibited a colourful display of heathers grouped around a small  pond.
The heathers, which were in excel lent condit ion, consisted mostly ot cult ivars ot E:gi lgjgE but
also included a number of other jnteresting species, among which were Daboecia, E.jetral jx,
E. mackaiana, e x watsoni i  and € x gj l l ]g!!S!. The exhibit  was deservedly awarded a Flora
S i l ve r  Meda l .



GROUP NEWS,
NORTH EAST (NEWCASTLE)

Our f irst evening garden visi t  on 10th July was to the Northumbria Police Headquarters in
Ponteland, and was well  attended on (strange to relate) a real summer evening.

Ou r party was conducted round the gardens by M r. Bobby Thompson, one of our mem bers,
who is Head Gardener at this establ ishment. l t  was interestang to note how tree planting and
landscaping had been carr ied out to retain the rural nature of the site despite recently
constructed bui ldings. Natural ly Bobby s enthusiasm for heathers was in evidence in many
areas of the garden with some quite expansive plantings. Ourt inalvisi t  was to the glass houses
to see massive displays offuchsia, begonias, streptocarpus etc.,  grown to decorate the various
sections of the Headquarters. Many questions were asked, which al l  pointed to an enjoyable

The Group's Second Heather Show on 7th September took place in one of our member's
garden, at the home of Mr. I  Mrs. David Goodchild, winnerc in the recent large garden

competit ion. Despite a rather wet day some 80 entr ies were displayed in the large greenhouse,

with no less than 18 entr ies in the Erica cinerea class. Due to the late "summer", entr ies in the

Calluna classes were low, whiist enlr ies in thegig3fgg and coloured fol iage classes were
up on last year. The local Group plus the Heather Society gained some good press publici ty,

and no doubt wi l l  br ing along new members.
The trophy for the maximum number of points was won by our hosts Mr. & Mrs. David

Goodchild, whilst the trophy for the best entry was won by Mrs. Joan Laster of Fawdon,

Newcastle upon Tyne, with an outslanding display of lgLl lSfglggjg'Alport i i  Praecox". First
prize {or a basket oI heathers was won by Mrs. R. Scolt o{ Ponteland, and Mrs. D. Warner also

of Ponteland took f irst prize for a display arrangement featuring heathers. A Bring and Buy
plant stal l ,  together with tea and rcfrcshments, made the afternoon well  worth while, and also

ensured a f inancial success.
A future event wi l l  be an. indoor evening in early spring, so wil l  members please look out

for an announcement in the next bul let in. Syd Counney.
M IDLANDS {B IRMINGHAM)

On August 1 7th about 50 members mel at Graham Cookes's garden al Fenny Draylon and

were del ighted to f ind they had chosen the only hot sunny day for weeks.

The garden has been extensively replanted since our previous visi t  several years ago, and

even after a cold wet summer was looking very colourful

Graham Cookes made us very welcome and showed us a new golden Jol iaged Calluna

which he is considering introducing to' the trade, a sport from his previous f ind CV "My

Dream".
We were invited to eat our picnic lunches before going on to visi t  a new heather nursery

"Brooklands Heathers '  staned about 1 2 months ago by Mr. & Mrs. Law, daughter and son-rn-

law of the Cookes.
T h i s n u r s e r y i s g o i n g t o b e a ' t r a f f i c s t o p p e r " i n a y e a r o r s o w h e n t h e h e a t h e r p l a n t i n g s

have matured. As i t  is with i ts frontage contoured and landscaped with trees, rocks, pools and

a waterfal l ,  i t  is quite impressive.

Our next Meeting is on November 22nd when Peter Hutchinson wil l  give an i l lustrated

talk on "Rhododendrons and other Ericaceous subjects". Peter is now almost completely

recovered from the serious i l lness which prevented him giving his talk last year, though he

says he is not vet f i t  for double digging.

As usual the Noveber meeting wil l  be held at Winterbourne The room wil l  be opened at

7.30 p.m. for people to meet and chat, and the talk wil l  begin at 8.0 p.m We hope this wil l

make i t  easier Jor those members with a long way to travel.
The next meeting has been provisional ly booked for March 7th 1986.

1r
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Daphne Everett.
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MIDLANDS (LEICESTER/NOTTINGHAM)

we are pranning a meeling to discuss the formation of a new Group In thrs area which wir lbe held on Friday 29th November at.7.3o p.m, _ at a venu; , ; ; ; ; , ;" .  Wi, membersinteresred in joining us on that occasion please telephone me on!uit l-nirm" zgzSOS after.November l  gth when the venue wiI have been agreed. (Those m"rni"r i  *-no n"u" "on,"","0me personally wi l l  be sent detaj ls by letter).
sourHERN. Leighton Jones

On Sunday I 9th May, pamela Lee, her hu-sband and thejr youngest daughrer wetcomed I4members of the Group to their home at.,Birches,, or"r"n. i ,  ""* "n.r," '"d us round theiratrract ive, we[_wooded garden. A poot and waterrarr rrao Leen aJoJo"", i" i ,n" or"u,ou" u,", ,in |  981 and a variety of dwarfconife
situated 650'above s"u ,"u", or" ,o ,'i-l'^"-1tld' 

but this was not a good time to see the garden

3;;;,:1 ;1;;;' i*,1*,:,'*'.iiffi;T"::flj ff : I,J:X'Tillj::'""J*:,i:,1nacKrn Jnca arborea was cur by two. thjrds, ELca cinereaiiiiir" *r-:g:"r"a and Erica xpraeqeri ' lr ish Lemon'and,lrish orano",*o." l, i i-.?#,:: : l l : 
" "" '

ll:1"^i:n"n::"1, s*-,snso il,:?; ffl: ii["ffi ::: *T: jry;"Jff; ::],m
il:ffil';'il:r::;H;'"T; l:^l"lissse.*e*e 

rLotJ".-".,1'1",ri"'. r"","a ro"r
admired. 

Acer patmatum ,Dissectum 
Atropurpureum, were much

_--lY::: '"n 
,n" narden, we were provided with a superb buffet tunch, and then a move wasmaoe to the nearby garden of Mr_ I

X::::j:j:-"-. i" I:l*"" ;",;;n n-#: ::'Iffi ff:,*:;l ;:*,:*Hnl":lii22 acre rn extent and 530, rrp in the Sul
r a r e p r a n t s . ' r e y h i l l s ' i t i s p a c k e d w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g a n q r n m a n y c a s e s

,",,,:t|1T^:""":":"JlT:lH;:iil:::r:hirandJov Knox overa period or27 vears, thoush
parhs which or"na into "acioti"l ;l,ll"rlilillTlli;^4eore 

recentrv rsrand beds and peat

.^, -tn:.:"rly 
estabtishmenr ot good trees and shrubs o;;;;; " framework. This waslol lowed by the development of bordef

a *,de variety of herb"""or" uno *oo"" 
"nd beds with smaller shrubs' and underplanting with

subsequentty speciat ised habitats '"  ] l l  l l l l l t i , . t '1" 
"nd.wonhwhile sround cover plants.

rur*reranceorrr,eaim;ilJ;;;";,["X:::l;:::::,,::nilii":1,r:"".".|"ffiH,;l
sustain, each part contr ibuting to a visua y artractrve whole.

Amongst the f ine specimen tre€

Hf +re!'-d:iil'il.^*",i1!i+l,*..j-ffi 
".!,#Ho*"|e:r;$|e, 

pyru.s,sa I ic ir;n;-;pe;oirr;;E4stJ1'e!!j
but it contains ",,"""""," 'ii"," i" " j#ff "T *j:T: ji : il:f :lff j:"Tm
Such was i ts interest and attract ion th
Group visi t  *, ' ,  no, ou i i"  iu"r.  

'  -" '"ar members were onanimous in hoping that this t i rst

After enjoying cups ot tea, many of us took the opportunity of visi t ing the sares area wherea wide selection of alpines and other plants ,r*^ ," i i l  n"ro"" was on offer, beforelourneying home, well  sat isf ied wjth our day.
SoUTH WEST. 

Jean I John Fordham

On Saturday 2gth June, member-s vrsited .,The 
Cobbles,, a garden betongjng to Mr. & Mrs.A.p. Baker and open under the National Ouraun" S"t".-u. i iu nuro"n ,.  sj tuated inshit ingstone in Dorset and nestres under *re ruortn oorset Jor.,Jns an"o rn ttre va'ey ofthe r iverStour. The afternoon was fair lthecharkwithasreat**,,"; j,T:I,:iilQ'rX#T;""ji:1"J:.JJ:ffi 

:::i"ji"":::
5
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with many ground cover plants. Mrs- Baker tends the garden herself  and propagates many of

her plants which were avai lable for members to buy. We are grateful to Mr. & Mrs. Baker for

their hosoital i tv.
July 12th to 14th was the weekend of the Southampton Show. Nevi l le Yeates, a long

standing memberolthe Society and Chairman ofthe Royal Southampton Hort icultural Society

was the organiser for the large honicultural section of the Show, and encouraged our entry for

the Heather Society. Derek Price and his tamily from Orchardieigh Nurseries at Bishop's

Waltham supplied most of the construction of the display together with 120 plants. The

display was 12 try 4% and was entered in a competit ion with other special ist Hort icultural
Societ ies, and as a result received a Cert i f icate of Merit  Several members manned the stand

ove r the th reedayso f f e r i ngHea the rSoc ie t y i n fo rma t i on to thepub l i candse l l i ng lea f l e tpacks
I am most gratetul to Nevi l le Yeates for his encouragement, Derek Price and family lor their

t ime, transport ;and materials, John Bridgland lor his management o{ the stand and our other

helpers Ei l l  and Joan Vicary, Betty Al lsop, and Mr. & Mrs. Pooe

The rain poured down as members approached Heatherwood Nurseries nearVy' imborne on

Saturday August 31 st,  and i t  seemed as though we were in for a damp walk. However, at 2.OO

p.m. the rain stopped and the sun began to shine, result ing in a warm and bright afternoon. Mr.

I Mrs, Squires and their son and daughter- in-law welcomed us warmly and proceeded to

show us their nursery and composl-making blsiness. They produce the Minster brand of
pott ing composts, and we were shown the ingredients and their faci l i t ies for mixing these.
Peter Squires described the process for making the composts which are produced in many
grades for large and small  customers,

Members were then taken round the heather garden surrounding Mr. & Mrs. Squires s
home, and we were treated to a spectacle of 800 heathers and 25O conilers planted in a large
curving bed around a well  kept lawn - a magnif icent display indeed. Mr. & Mrs. Squires were

original ly interested in bedding and herbaceous plants, blt  in recent years they have gone over
to sel l ing heathers and have made the garden for customers to see some of the best features of
heather gardening. A splendid afternoon was rounded off with a generous tea and a cake
topped with an iced heather garden and the Heather Society motif .  I  am extremely grateful to

Mr. I  Mrs. Squires, their family and staff for their hospital i ty and their valuable t ime.
We are now looking forward to next year's programme which wil l  stan with a talk by John

Bridgland at Lytchett Matravers Vi l lage Hall  on Saturday 22nd March at 2,0 p.m. lhree other
events wil l  be planned for 1986 and members requir ing detai ls of these should send me two

S.A-E.s bv Februarv. Included with the f irst circularwil l  be the schedule forthe Heather Table
Show to be held on March 22nd. Phil  Joyner

OVERSEAS - NORTH AMERICAN HEAIHER SOCIETY {USA/CANADA}

Our1985Annual Meetang was h e ld in Victoria B.C. on August 2Ol21 on the campus ofthe
University of Victoria. Our current membership now stands at 158 - a most encouraging
increase on last year's f igure of 84. Our Vice-President lor B.C. El len Norris and her committee
were congratulated on their excel lent planning for the meeting.

It  was decided to hold the ' l986 business meeting in northern Calafornia at Pacit ic Union
College, Anguin, on Tuesday l  Sth February. Gardeners ;n northern Cali fornia can grow both
hardy heathers and a great variety of Cape Heaths many of which wil l  be f lowering at this t ime.
Members are encouraged to visi t  the U.C. Santa Cruz Arboretum which has an interesting and
expanding col lect ion of Cape Heaths. Dorothy Metheny.

SCRAP BOWL - l i tbi ts of news from members.

Winter Damage on Heathers (Replies in response to my request in the Summer Bullet in Ed )
- ln my seaside garden, which is about 25 yards from the open cl i f f  top and 100 yards from

the cl i f f  edge, the ee[qlsgsuffered Some, e g. 'Bunsall ' , 'J.H. Hamilton' and 'Mull ion' looked

very sick but recovered bettea than I expccted and are now preparing to f lower' 'Tib and
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'County Wic klow were hard h i t  and looked so very poorly that I  deomed it  best to uproot and

,"ooni,*"r.  Maybe I should have been patient but there was l i t t le green leaf left  upon them

*h"r"u" tho"u th"t r"covered did show signs of l i fe None were more protected than olhers

;;";;;;;, ,lt 3-rt!91r", Erica erisena and Ei99-Ig!9v91:ig-"J:;"$:::l?;"" t,
"A couple ol years ago I decided that a border planted with Ei93j l i99!3 

'Superba' had got

ao,i ,  ." i . in".O ""d iould have to be cleared and replantedLach plant was about 4'  high

;; ' ;- i !rr-g$ 
'Biverslea'was being smothered This was in mY garden on the lsle of

Co l lwhe re  E r i ca  e r i gena  l s  ve ry  mucn  a t  home  C lea r i ng thebo rde r l u rnedou t tobeex t reme ly

trboriou" " iJi fr l i i i  lcut al l  the ptants off at ground level, leaving stur-nps an Inch or so

i " "n  i .  " i " *wn" r " , he  roo t s  we re  l n theend Ion l ygo tabou tha l f t hebo rde rc l ea r i n the t rme

available.
Next spring rhere were a few green shoots on the one inch stumps so I decided to wait and

see. Now, a couple ol years laler every plant has completely re'newed itself  and the border -

lhe half I  didn,t clear _ is absolUte|y t Irst class again. Whether a pIant that has had i ts branches

spi i t  would do l i tewise i I  cut r ight back I don't  know but i t  seems wonh a try'  And there is no

question of 
' replant disoase

i.s. r "ny.".u"| '  *"re to { ind himself in the lsteof co in Aprit ,he or she might care ro look at

i iJ n"r.a"" *n'"n '"  ut i ts best then with spring heaths and daffodi ls we normallv arr ive fair ly

""r, ,  ,"  i i "  -"*n - our address there is Craigdarroch' Arinagour'  lsle of Coll '  8y Oban'

A rgy l l . '  KAH Casse l s '  Zone  I

1W" "lso h"u" a border of Erica erigena 
'superba'which in ihe severe weather of early 1982

*"" "ui ,o ,rt" grouna t"" i i i?lptEruts'  and is now in 3% years back to i ts lormer glory'

Ed ),.L""t 
Nou"_b", I  had a numberofyoung heather prants put in a newry-dug patch of grass

over heaw clay. They were a mixed "" lu"r i ' "n "ho""n by the gardener doing the work' and

inc|uded E. carnea 
,Ann spa,te",,  ex caaey"nsis, 

,Arthur Johnson,, two un.named E X

Sffiu:""a gqfi'iun""t' "nFEifrE6!]i Bv the end of the severe winter and the

adverse condit ions o{ ""t ty "p' 'ng' u' l  th" young heathers looked to be doing well  except for

in"i"u,r*;t '" ," trrnel l  which looked absolutely dead' being dark brown/grev a l l  over; Ialso

i[ f frr" *; ; ; ; ; ; ;  

- i racantha 
shr' tbs which had been put at the back of the same border at

the same t ime - the leaves were al l  brown and withered-looking' despite i t  being an

evergreen. However, with tne warm summer weather'  the PYracanthas recovered and are

flourishing exceedingly well ;  l ikewise the 'Elsie Purnel l '  (wh ich at one t ime I nearlv dug out to

.tn-vv "**i  i ."* t ' "" and are showing signs of f lowering belore long So l^suppose one musl

have fairh in the resi l ience ot tne pta-nlsi despite appearances and give ample t ime for any

possible recovery' 
Charles Hammerton' Zone 11'

"Our garden is fair ly wetl  recovered after the very Iong and hard winter '  The spring was very

l a te  and  co ld  -  i n  f ac t  no  sp r i ng  a t  a t t  l n l a teMaYwehad lwoweekso f f i newea the rand then i t

has been raining al l  the t ime l  real ly hope you have had better luck l . lost some 9gl lgand E

c ine rcabu tno t t oom"ny ' . t , i t , s ' ea t ' ano , romThumb 'a reno t re | i ab |Yha rdyw i thusand they
fa*frurviv"O, U"t ' foxi i  Nana and'OrangeOueen died A curious thin^g is.that mv two p lanrs

of E. ci l iar is were quite undamaged and i  mackaiana f l  pl  looked better than usual '  whlch

i l"=d":a" *" happy h is my favourite 
" Bri ta Johansson' vargon' sweden'

Heather Cutt lngs. With relerence to Mr' Kingsford s queries in the Summer Bullet in on my

techniques {or taking cultrngs l  nave no scienti t ic evidence to sl lggestthat heel cutt ings are

be t t e r  t han  t i p  cu t t i ngs  Myma in reasons {o r th i s techn iquea reconven ience - Ia te ra l cu t t i ngs

for most cult ivars are more abundant than t ip cutt ings and are easi ly and more speedily taken

with a heel '  Phi l  Joyner'  zone 12
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Heather Perfume. With reterence to the Chairman's comments in the Summer Bullet in
regarding heather perfume, my wife and I have seen a dafferent one to that mentioned. In our
last visi ts to North and Mid Wales we have noticed a range of perfumes and ladies and gents
cosmetics on sale in stores and gif t  shops. They are marketed under the name of GWALIA
SNOWDON HEATHER, and manufactured by the Snowdon Hearher Perfumery Co., Betws-y-
coed. John Bridgland, Zone 12.

Erica 'Pink Rackl i f f '  lv lembers wil l  remember a note in the 1977 Summer Bullet in trom Mr.
K.A.H. Cassels in which he reponed having received several plants ofthis cult ivarfrom l\4rs.
Montgomery whach the late Brjg. Montgomery bel ieved to be the result of a cross between E.

l lEglg'W.T. Rackl i f i '  and E. carnea 'Ei leen Porter 'and that he, Mr. Cassels, was growing thei
on in his garden on the lsle oJ Coll .  Ha ving seen no later reference to'pink Rackl i f f 's ince the
original letter, lwrote to Mr. Cassels to ask whether i t  st i l l  existed and, i f  so, what was his
opinion of i t .  He was kind enough to reply at considerable length. saying (my summary)that he
now had a considerable plantang of i t ,  that i ts habit was thick and compact " l ike i ts lr ish parent
but considerably shorter", and that the f lowers were pink and lreely borne on l ight-green
fol iage. As to i ts merit ,  Mr. Cassels says that ir  appeals to him for i ts abi l i l ty to make a "thick

weed-free carpet" but does not f ind the f lower colour part icularly outstanding.
R.C.D. Kingsford, Zone 13.

(Since E. carnea 'Ei leen Porter '  is lor al l  practical purposes, steri le, i t  is most unl ikely to have
been one of the parents of Erica 'Pink Racklaff.  Ed.)

Finding a new Calluna. We have made many observations on the peat-moss {heath landl near
us which I would like to telr you about. The first time we were there we found a doubte
Calluna with f lo\ €rs rather l ike Tib' but dark€r. Natural ly i t  was excit ing and we took
cutt ings. The plant was old and only part ial ly al ive. The cutt ings didn,t root. The fol lowing
year the plant was st i l l  al ive and we took new cutt ings. They didn,t root. In Autumn l9g3
the mother plant had only one branch al ive - new cutt ings - and they did root. In the sum-
mer of 1984 I had seven rather small  and weak plants. I  gave one of them ro a gardening fr iend
and then came the awtul winter of 1984/5, The roe deer took all the Azalea buds above the
snow. and when the snow disappeared the hares ate up Daphne bl€gayana and cenista humisufa.
After that the voles ate my cuttings - but gU the double ones! Why must all these creatures
have their feasts in our garden ? Now the only hope is the ptant given away. l t  is not eary to be
a gardener, Brit€ Johansson, Vargon, Sweden,

DIARY OF EVENTS

Nov. 22nd Midlands (B'ham) Group, 7.30 p.m. Winterbourne. See croup News.
Nov. 26l27th RHSShowSOrnamental Tree & Sh rub Competit ion inc. a class for heathers.

RHS Halls, Westminster.
Nov. 27th COUNCIL MEETING, RHS Ha s, Westminster.
Nov. 29th Midlands (Leicester/Notr ingham). See Group News.
Jan. 1 l  th CLOSING DATE - Material for the Spring Bullerin.
Feb. 25/261h RHS Show inc. heather competit ions, RHS Halls, Westminsrer.
Feb. 25th COUNCIL MEETING, RHS Ha s, Westminster.
Mar. 7th Midlands (B'ham) 7.30 p.m. Meeting at Winterbourne.
Mar. 22nd South West Group. 2.0 p.m. Talk at Lytchett l \4atravers. See Group News.;
Apr. 2oth Southern Group. Two garden visi ts with lunch at Worthing. (Detai ls in Spring

Bullet in).
Mav 21/23rd CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW. Limited rackets from Hon.Sec. priori ty wi be

gtven to those who unsuccessful ly appl ied last year.
Sep. 5/8th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Tetley Hall ,  Leeds Universjty.
Sep .  7 th  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING,  "  "


