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When sit t ing down to begin each Bullet in my thoughts inevitably seem to be
concentrated round the season oI th€ yearand th€ recent weather condit ions. After a very cold
and wet few months everything seems to be about three weeks later than normal. The
'Blackthorn Winter '  has just ended for us with sl ightly warm€r temp€r8tures, and as I look out
across our garden there is blossom on tho p€ar and apple trees and young lambs playing in the
orchard opposite - so i t  must be spring after al l  -  and in the third week of lvlay i t  is none too
soon, There is so much to be done in the garden now - thank goodness forthe laghter evenings.

Diane Jones.

@

Detai ls oI this year's Conference at Tetley Hall ,  Leeds University, were published in the
Spring Bullet in. l{  you wish to attend and haven't yel made a booking, please send e2 per
mail ing to Dr. Kenneth Barraclough, 1 9 Park Avenue, Chapeltown, Sheff ield. S3O 4WH. Final
payment of the ful l  Conlerence I6e should be sent to Dr. Barraclough by July 1gth. Cheques
should be made payable to "Heather Society Conference'.

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEEI ING 1986

The Annt.|61 General Meeting ol the Heather Society wil l  be held during the Conference at
Tetley Hall ,  Leeds University on Sunday 7th September at 9.0 a.m. The Agenda torthe meet;ng
is enclosed with this issue ol the Bullet in.

17 th  ANN UAL  CONFERENCE 1987 .

The 17th Annual Conference of the Heather Society wil l  be held at Hadlow College,
Hadlow, near Maidslone, Kent from Friday 4th September to Monday 7th September 1987.
Mrs. Tessa Forbes has kindly agreed to be responsible lor the organisation of the Conference.

ROYAL  HORTICULTURALS@

ln spite o{ the very cold and frosty weather in February the Heather Classes were well
supported. There was a particularly {ine exhibit ol Erica canaliculata from Tresco Abbey
Gardens, whach received an Award of Merit .

Resu l t s : -

Class 5. ATree Heath, in bloom,onevase. Two entr ies.
1st Tresco Abbey Gardens. E ca canaliculata.

Class 6. A Heath or Heather, in bloom, one plant. Two entr ies.
1st Mrs T. N. Forbes. E, x da eyensis White
2nd Mrs. T. N. Forbes. E?t,iii-GGearaa

Class 7. A Heath or Heather other than tho"" " l igibl-e for Class 5,
vase/bowl. Seventeen entraes. Five exhibitors.

Perfection

in bloom, one



Class 8. A Healh or Heather shown lor fol iage effect, one plant Three entr ies'

1st Mrs. T.N. Forbes 99!!g!!!g!E Suntise

2nd lvlrs. T.N. Forbes C3!!93-!!!93!E'Rot Fuchs

3rd Maj.Gen. and Mrs. P.G. futpin Cll luna vulgaris'Fitef lv '

Class 16. A Tree or Shrub grown under glass in bloom. Two entr ies.

1st Maj.Gen. and Mrs. P.G. Turpin
2nd Maj.Gen. and Mrs. P.G. Turpin
3rd Mr. B.G. London
4th lvlr.  8.G. London
H.C. Mr. B.G. London
ll .  Mr. B.G. London

l s t  Bo rde  H i l l .
2nd  Bo rde  H i l l .

ggl!!4' N4yretoun Suby'
E. x. da evensis 'Sil'erschmelze'

U-d9!!gf9!t!t' Atrhur Jo hnson
F. carrea'David's Seedling'
.4_!@ 

'Pirbright Rose'

@qg 
'King ceorge

Acacia bailevana
F. canaliculata.

Major General and Mrs. Turpin were helped at the Hoather Society stand by Mr. and Mrs.
Mayne and Mr. B. G. London. l t  would be very much appreciated i f  other members of the
Heather Society would volunteer to help at the Society s stand on one or both olthe days when
a Show is being held. Wil l  those wil l ing to do so please send their names to the Hon.
Secretary, Mrs. P. B. Lee, Birches, Kingswood Firs, Grayshott,  Hindhead, Surrey. GU26 6EX.

1986 Year Book - Another Aspecl ot Cult ivar Names.

Some t ime ago Douglas Chalk foond anf. carrea seedling in his Polden Acres Gardens. He
lold the Editor of the Year Book that he intended to cal l  i t  "Polden Pink". The Editor thought
that thas was too similat to U!!3!!9!JU:! Putford Pink' and suggested that Douglas should
discuss the name with David McClintock in his capacity as Registrar.

Later, while preparing the 1 986 Year Book, the Editor did not check the draft as thoroughly
as he should have done, and the name E c/ 'relea "Polden Pink" sl ipped through. Mr.
Kingsford spotted this, and wrote saying that he considered that there may be conlusion
between that and f.  vagans'Holden Pink'.

I  am now happy to report that there is no need for further concern, as Douglas has decided
to cal l  his planti .  carres 'Polden Pride'.  However, this story shows that, when considering
naming a plant, the raiser or f inder must not only ensure that his plant is dist inct and worthy ot
aname ,bu ta l so tha t t henamew i l l no tbecon tusedw j th ' t ha to fany  o the rc ! l t i va r .Th i sw i l l be
made easier when the Society publ ishes the " lnternational Register of Heather Cult ivar
Names" .

The rules and recommendations covering the naming of cult ivars are set out in the
"lnternational code of nomenclature for cult ivated plants - 198O , and these have been
summarised in "A guide to the naming of plants'  by David McClintock.

Bert Jones.

BRITISH HEATH EB GFOWERS ASSOCIATION

The idea ol forming an associat ion of heather growers came whilst reading through an
hort icultural trade magazine which detai led the formation of a herb growers associat ion, and i t
occu(ed to me that i f  this relat ively small  sector of the nursery stock industry saw a need for an
associat ion, then one must question whether there was a similar need for heath€r growers

who occupy a larger market share. Whilst the aims of the herb growers associat ion were
directed more towards the retai l  outlets, I  saw that the fragmentation of heather prodlct ion
was l ikely to lead to the requirements of the producers being overlooked.



My own contacta with th6 garden centr. t.8d6 h4d ShOWn that there wss a dastinct rack otpromotional m8t6ri6l avai lable in the torm ot post€fs and pictorial bed labers.
.l 

first put th€ idoas to Tim Argles of Berrydown Nurs€ries who greeted th€m with
enthusiasm, and with this oncouragoment |  6ppfo6ch€d John Hall  Jnr, of Winchl ield Nursery
and John HEll  Snr, of Windloshsm Court Nu6ery. This culminated in I  meeting ar my nome
6arl i6r this y6ar where a d6op6r study of th6 heath€r industry show6d furth€r areas where
gfeat€r unity could result in benefits to both growers and rotailgrs,

Th6 formstion olsuch an associat ion could provid6 a tocal point from which th€ demands
oJ the industry coul i !  be made and information disseminated back io the growers. tr  was
thought that ther€ we16 four main areas wh€re an asaociat ion could play an rmportant rol€.

1, To encourage the productjon snd supply ot promotional and poini of sate mat€rial.
2. To foster and direct res€arch and devgloDment work.
3. To sponsor clonal s€lect ion i .€. th€ selection of the best form ol each cutttvar.
4. To disseminate result ing information back to the member growers,

Th6 inaugursl meeting ofth€ rgsurt ing Brit ish Heather Growers-Associat ion was herd near
Oxtord on May 1st when growers from throughout the country attonded to c,iscuss the
p.oblem6 that currently affect ths industry. l t  was unanimously agreed that there was a real
n-eed. for an associat ion, and subs€quently 6 committee was f irmed. John Hall  Snr. of
Windlesham Court Nursery w.s olected Chairman. David Hutchinson o, Hampshi16
Agricult !ral Development and Advisory Service was olected Secr€tary, and Diane Jon€s of
Otters'  Court He€thers was elscted Troasurer. l twas agr6ed that a joining fee ol €,|  O should be
levied to provid€ some init ial  f inanc€, €nd that tho subscript ion rate fo-r the futu16 would be
discussed at tho next m6eting in July. l t  was stressed at the me€ting that with t  O-12 mil l ion
h€athefs boing produced annually in the U,K., growers must aima t;upply onty ptants of the
highest qual i tylree from pests and disease 8nd true to name. The strong€rth€ assocration is,
the more off€ct iv€ i t  wi l l  be, and therotore the aim should be to recrui i  as many growers aspossible.

Tho next meoting ofthe Association has now bosn ananged forTu6sdayJuly 61h.2 p.m., atthe N.F.U. hosdquart6rs, Agriculturs Hous6, 25l3.1 Knightsbridge, LonOon, SWtx Ztt.t. Oavia
Hutchinson the socr6tgry is Eway untir Jury 7th, but in his abseice funher informaaon can beobtained from John Hall  Jnr. Winchtield Nurs6ry, Hsnley Wintn6y. Hsmpshi;.  Tet. 02S 126
2082

cROUp NEWS David Edge, Zbne 12.

Despite several weeka 6i very inclement spring weather we were fo.tunate to have a drysunny day on saturday Aprir 1 gth for our visi t  to Bersay HaI where we aI enjoyed a conducted
tour of th€ beaut i fu l  gardens or ig inal ly  la id out  over 2OO years ago,  and unt i l  recent ty the home
of the Middleton fami ly.  The Hal l  and i ts  gardens have recent iy  been taken into t rust  by the
Engl ish Her i tage Organisat ion,  and the gardens have been renovated and planted wi th
extenstve beds.  The heather gardens have been planted w;th in the shel ter  o l  establ ished
trees,  much in keeping wi th the work carr ied out  by the late Sir  Char les Middleton.

Our walk,  wi th a detai led commentary by Mr.  Anderton Head Gardener grvrng us a an
insight  into h is personal  involvement and knowledge of  the past  h istory,  establrsned the route
via the quarry gardens to the old cast le dat jng back to the 12th ""*rrv.  f rAv f io*"rrg
rhododendrons,  in part icular  'praecox' ,  

and grassed areas planted wi th dog tooth vto lets
revealed the wonderfu l  work being carr ied out  by the new trustees_

The gardens,  s i tuated on the 4696, a popular  route to Scot land,  are now at t ractrng many
vrsr tors,  and I  can thoroughly recommend a v is i t  to our Heather Society members,

The North East  Group are again to hold an Annual  Heather Show, by t ;e k ind jnvi tat ion of
our members Mr.  & Mrs.  D.  Goodchi ld,  ponteland,  on Saturday 6th September,  wnrch wi l l  I ink
up wi th the open ing or  their  garden on 7th septembe. in a id of  Red cross funds.  Detai rs of  the
Show and schedules wi l l  be posted to members in due course,  but  p lease book thts date in

Syd Courtney.



MIDLANDS IB IRMINGHAM}---71 
our meetn-g-;f tEl 7th, members arr ived prepared to talk about their own 'prelerred

l ist of heathers and with the use of heather snippets, plants, sl ides and interesting chat, the
evening turned out to be a very enjoyable one. l t  was surprising to see how much in agreement
we al l  were as to ourfavourites. Realising that Maurice and I were the only ones from the group
who had attended the 1985 Conference, we took along sofi le sl ides of Champs Hil l  and
Nymans Gardens. Members found these interesting, and i t  was agreed to include a
Conference Report as part of the November meeting programme in the {uture,

On Saturday May 1 7th we are holding our annual soc;al evening, when members attending
are asked to provide something towards a cold supper, This year we are very fonunate that our
members Vera and Leonard Hemming are throwing open their house and garden for the
evening. Their very attract ive garden is opened lor charity several t imes a year and is well
worth a visi t .  We just hope that spring has arr ived by May 17th.

The Heather Society display at the National Garden Festival wi l l  not be on the original si te
that was offered to us, for reasons too numerous to go into now. Instead, i t  wi l l  be in what I
think is to be cal led the Norwegian Theme Garden. (That should please Mrs. Petterson). The
heathers wil l  be planted round an 'Activi ty Lawn where jugglers, musicians, clowns etc.
wil l  perform.

As I write, with about three weeks to the opening oI the Festival,  we have not yet been able
to plant, as the contractors are st i l l  preparing the site. However, we hope i t 'wi l l  be al l  r ight on
the night 'and that there wil l  be a Heather Society display for members to see when they visi t
t he  Fes t i va l .

Daphne Everett.

M IDLANDS (LEICESTE F/NOTTING HAM)
@ | a n d s G r o u p w a s h e | d o n A p r i | 1 6 t h a t t h e B r o o k s b y
Agricultural College and was attended by twenty one people, most ofthem Society members.
but a few who had seen the press notice, or heard the radio, and came along to see what the
Heather Society could offer them. We think we rec.uited f ive new membersl

Ray Warner of Barncroft Nurseries provided most of the entertainment, not least of which
was being delayed by t loodwater and afi iving with one minute to spare before the scheduled
start t ime. Thanks to some excel lent staff  work by Peter Hutchinson lwho had also obtained
the use of the staf common room and provided refreshments)the meeting started only a few
minutes late and Ray treated us to a feast of colour and interest with his sl ides and dry
humourous commentary on the two gardens which he, and his family had bui l t  over a twenty
year period. We couldn't  have had a better start for our new Group.

There were several "volunteers" to help run the Group and the fol lowing programme
was agreed:

F I | ddy  Aug l r s l  I 5 th .  7 .00  p .m .  onwards .
Garden visi t  and buffet supper at the home of Leighton and Liz Jones
{Heatherscaping). Ladies please bring something for the buffet ( l iaise with Liz on

04s5 282505)
€1  a  head  shou ld  cove r  t he  w ine  e t c .

17 th  Oc tobe r ,  B  p .m .
"Heather arranging for Home and Show". Talk by Daphne Everett to be held at the
Nott ingham School of Agriculture at Sutton Bonnington.

18 th  March  1987 ,  8  p .m .
"Our  Favou r i l e  Hea the rs ' ,
An informal meeting for members to argue the merits of their favourites. To be held at
Brooksby Agricultural College.

Leiqhton Jones.



The sln proved a welcome guest at the two part outing ol the Group on 2oth Apri l .  l ts
visitation added a lurther golden touch to the multitudinous daffodl, hyacinths, he ibotus
oriental is, anetuonies and other bulbs which t i l led some 2 acres of the grounds of Highdown
nearWorthing. The own€r ofthe propeny set out to show what could be grown successful ly on
almost sol id chalk. The garden has now been taken over by the Worthjng Borough Counci l
who happily have maintained this aim. The 23 Group members who attenled this visi t  were
deeply impressed by the result.

The second visi t  oI the day, only thre€ mjles from the f irst,  was to the home of John Tucker
one of our members. and a great pleasure awaited us. John,s house and garden original ly
formed part ot his nursery which he disposed ot some fourteen years ag-o. He has since
transformed it  into a heather lover's dream. The wide range of colour emanating from the
winter and spring variet ies was a joy to behold as was the del ightlul tea of sandwiches and
cakes which fol lowed.

Our next visi t  is on 27th July at 2.30 p.m., at the kind invitat ion of Hedda and Huoh
Nicholson, to their home and garden at Farm Cottage, Dorking. We know which members in
the Apri l  visir wi l l  be coming to Dorking - other.members trom the Southern Group ano orner
Groups who would l ike to join us are asked to let us know for catering purposes. A map
locating the destination wil l  be sent on receipt of an S.A.E.

The last outing ot the year wil l  be to Leonards Lee near Horsham on Sunday 24th October.
These gardens are renowned lot thei rhododendrcns and azaleas, also for the wonder{ul
autumn t jnts. l t  is suggested that members assemble in the car park at 12.3O p.m. either
bringing their own lunch or having the hot or cord snacks avairabre on the site. A brief tark
about the property and grounds wil l  be given by a member of the National Trust staf{ prior to
the tour. Those who would l ike to join in the visi t  are asked to let me know at least seven days
before the visi t  indicating i I  they are Nationar rrust members. prease rememberthat crocks wir l
have been put back one hour that morning or you might be the f irst to arr ivel

Final ly would you please amend our postcode mentioned in the Spring Bollet in to
RH2 7DN - otherwise your letters may be welcomed by someone in Guildfo;d.

SOUTH WEST.
Our f irst meeting of the year was held on March 22nd at Lytchett Mattravers Vi l lage Hall ,

on a cold, wet, and windy afternoon. John gridgland gave some 40 members €
d€monatrat ion of heather Cult ivat ion fol lowed by a col lect ion of sl ides. Ihe subiect of
propagation was part icularly useful lo our newer members.

The alternoon also included a two class Tsble Show, the f irst Class being a v6se or bowt of
heathers in bloom; the second, a vase or bowl of heathers shown for fol iaoe ettect.

C lass  1  (9  en t r i es )  1s t  M iss  J .  Bu r f i f t , 2nd  Mr .  H .  p r i ng te  3 rd  M is .  o . x .  Jones ,
HC Mrs. V. Davis.
Class 2 (5 entr ies) 1st Miss J. Burf i t t ,2nd Mrs. V. Dav;s,3rd Mrs. D. Magrness.

Our Chairman Maj. Gen. Turpin who attended this meeting kindly judged the Show
en t r i es ,

During the alternoon, our Chairman also made a presentation to Beryl Farrah who has
recently ret ired as the Society's Administrator; the gif t  being a brooch and earrings from
Heather Gems and a plant label l ing kit .  Our Chairman thanked Beryl on behalf of the members
for her devoted hard work over the past two years.

The afternoon concluded with an informal get-together over tea. John Bridgland was
thanked for his interesting and informative talk, and Mesdammes Burf i t t ,  Davis, Jovner Snr
and Jnr for their del ightful refreshments.



Our Group met again on Apri l  26th st Catnap Cottage in Hil ton, Dorset, close to the
picturesque vi l lage of Mil ton Abbas. ' l 'he garden belongs to Mrs M.J. Phi l l ips and is open to

the public on Sundays under the National Gardens Scheme The garden on the slopes of a

val ley in rhe North Dorset Downs is on chalk, and we saw a colourful display of heather

lE.canea and E.x da eyensisL, bulbs, primulas and cowalipt.  Some unusual plants were'iffiGi 
'n tr'lliiiiTiGlna offered for sale Mrs Phillips herself showed about 20

members round the garden and we al l  enjoyed the visi t  enormously
Future plans: On Saturday 1gth July, members are invited at 12 30 p m to Beryl Farrah s

home at 7, Rossley Close, Highcl i f fe. Please bring a picnic lunch and garden chairs. At about 3

O'clock we wil l  dr ive to Phyl l is Kennedys garden at 2, Anderwood Drive, Sway for tea

Members are again invited on Saturday 30th Augusr to bring a picnic lunch to the home of

Rev. and Mrs. Mort imer at 5, Haven. Road, Corfe Mullen. (garden chairs wo'r ld also be

welcome). Atter lunch and some t ime to look at the garden, we wil l  dr ive to Naked Cross

Nurseries. formerly Maxwell  I  Beale s nursery, where we wil l  be welcomed by Peter French

the new owner who is busi ly trying to restore this nursery to i ts former glory'

Direct ions for both the meetings mentioned wil l  be sent to members on receipt oI an S A E

and I look forward to meeting you at one or both venues.
Phil  Joyner.

FAR WEST (DEVON & CORNWALL)- 
As;h#ff i ;r". f  tL; G-"p i l i ibe aware, we have not met together since the conference

at Falmouth, and f inding a suitable venue in this area is not easy However, l  did promise to

arrange one more gathering, and as the hesthers in the new plantings at Exeter university are

now mature, and whilst their funds st i l i  permit the gardens to be maintained, we thought i t
would be worth another visi t  as many rare plants are now also establ ished. The meeting place

wil l  be at the Marden Hil l  car park on the Exeter University Campus at 2 00 p m. on Saturday

30th August. We hope to have the ret ired Superintendant of the Garciens as our guide subject

t o  h i s  ava i l ab i l i t y ,  f o rwh i ch  he  w i l l  cha .ge  a  f ee  o f€12 .O0  wh i ch  wou ld  need  to  be  ra i sed  f r om

amongst those attendtng.
Should anvone wish to purchase in advance the University booklet enti l ied 'Tour Guide to

the  Es ta te  t h i s  can  be  ob ta ined  f o r  €1 .16  wh i ch  i nc l udes  pos tage  f r om the  D i rec to r  o f

Domestic Services, Universaty cf Exeter, Devonshire House, Stocker Road, Exeter.
June  Randa l l .

N.B. l f  members in Devon and Cornwall  would l ike to meet on a regular basis, perhaps once a
year, we would l ike to hear from a "Wil l ing volunteer" who would arrange visi ts an.l  scnd the

de t6 i l s  t o  be  i nc l uded  i n  ou r  Bu l l e t i ns  _  no t  such  an  a rduous  t ask  rea l l y
We are natural lv sorry June Randali  is unable to continue, and thank her for her support and

enthusiasm over the past ten years, Ed.

SCRAP BOWL - Titbits of News from Members.

Hea the r  Gems .  Rega rd ing  t he  no te  on  Hea the r  Gems  i n  t he  Sp r i ng  Bu l l e t i ng ,  I  t hough t

members would l ike to know that on our frequent visi ts to the Lake Distr ict we have seen these

interesting forms of craft jewellery on sale in many towns and vi l lages - a shop in Hawkshead

had  qu i t e  a  good  se lec t ron
B.K Lancaster, Zone 4

HeatherWhisky? How many of us real ise that the f inest brands ofwhisky derive some of the'r

d"l-GiGlGi6i i f torn heather? "The Dalmore dist i l lery has produced the same malt whisky

since 1 839. The combination ot cool crystal clear water {rom the r iver Alness and the patient

1 O year maturing in oak produce a round ful l  bodied malt with subtle tones of peat and heather

on the aftertaste, '



The l r ish Mist  L iqueur Co. Ltd. ,  of  Tulach fv lhor,  Offa ly,  l re land,  descr ibes l re land's

Leg€ndary Liqu€urwi th th6 wordsr" l r ish Mist  ia as oxcept ion€l  as tho b€eut i fu lgroen is le o{  i ts

o r i g i n :  a  p l e a s i n g ,  l e g e n d a r y  l i q u e u r  r n a d e  f r o m  a n  a g e  o l d  r e c i p e .  F o u r  g r e a t  s p i r i t s  e a c h  w i t h

dist inct  ancestrv and oersonal i tv  are blended wi th exot ic  f lavours -  honeys of  heather,  and

c l o v e r ,  a n d  a  d o z e n  h a n d - p i c k e d  a r o m a t i c  h e r b s . "
P a t  T u r p i n ,  Z o n e  1 1

Si lverpur l  of fer .  Pr ize Packs of  Si lverpur l  Growing Media are avai lable as pr izes at  Shows

G;o,rps," t .  " rn Shows may l rke to !ake up th is of fer ,  so please contact  Messrs Sr lverpur l

Products Ltd. ,  PO Box 8,  Harrogate,  HG2 8JH quot ing their  reference BLD/PJH/M28 ot  4th

M a r c h  1 9 8 6 .

E .  c i n € r e a ' P a l l i d a  a n d ' P a l l a s  l n  h i s ' p o c k e t  G u i d e  t o  H e a t h e r  G a r d e n i n g  p a g e  2 4 ,  G e o f f r e Y

Vates says lhat  the lat ter  has purple f lowers and that  l t  had previously been grownon the

C o n t i n e n t  a s ' P a l l i d a .  M r .  Y a t e s  p o s s i b l y  d e r i v e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  H a r r y  v a n  d e  L a a r s

l g T O l e c t u r e a t t h e S o c i e t y ' s A . G . M . ( r e p r i n t e d i n t h e l 9 T l  Y e a r B o o k )  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o l

w h i c h  h e  s a i d  " O u r  ' P a l l i d a ,  a  c l e a r  p u r p l e ,  r a t h e r  h a r d y  c u l t i v a r ,  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  w r o n g l y

n a m e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  t r u e  o n e  h a s  p a l e  p u r p l e  f l o w e r s .  T h i s  o l d  v a r i e l y  h a s  b e e n  r e n a m e d
' P a l l a s  " .  T e r r y  L .  U n d e r h i l l  i n  h i s  ' H e a t h s  a n d  H e a t h e r s '  1  9 7 1 ,  p  1  5 6  s a y s  t h a t  " ' P a l l i d a '  h a s  a

o a l e  p i n k  f l o w e r s  w i t h  a  t o u c h  o f  p u r p l e ' .  { Y a l e s ,  o p . c i t . s a y s  " v e r y  p a l e  I i l a c  f l o w e r s  w i t h  a

t r a c e  o f  D u r o l e ' )  a n d  t h a t  P a l l i d a  s e e m s  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  w L t h ' A p p l e  B l o s s o m  a n d  L s  a l s o

s i m i l a r  t o  G .  O s m o n d ' ,  a  s t a t e m e n l  s u p p o r t e d  b y  H a r r y  v a r i  d e  L a r r  i n  h i s  
" T h e  H e a t h e r

G a r d e n "  ( E n g l i s h  e d l t i o n  1 9 7 8 ,  p . 1 0 5 ) .  A s  l o n g  a g o  a s  1 9 2 8 ,  A T  J o h n s o n  i n  h r s  " H a r d v

H e a t h s "  o n  p . 7 0  d € s c r i b e d ' P a l l i d a ' a s  
" a  d e l i c a t e  s h e l l - p  n k "  J o h n  F  L e t t s  a n t e d a t e s  b o t h

Y a t e s  a n d  U n d e r h i l l  b y  r e f e r r i n g  i n  h i s  
" H a r d y  H e a i h s  a n d  t h e  H e a t h e r  G a r d e n "  t o ' P a l l i d a ' a s

" p a l e  l a v e n d e r  p i n k  w i t h  a  i i n g e  o f  p u r p l e "  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  c o n f u s r o n  . . -  . .

b e t w e e n  t h i s  o l a n t  a n d ' A p p l e  B l o s s o m ' .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , l ] e i t h e r ' P a l l a s ' n o r ' P a l l i d a  f l g u r e d  i n  t h e  1 9 7 1 / 5  H e a t h e r  T r i a l s  s o  w e  l a c k

author i tat ive help f rom that  source.  i t  would however be very helpfu l  r f  members who are

g r o w i n g  e i t h e r  o r  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  c  u  l t l v a r s  w o u i d  c h e c k  t h e i r  f l o w e r  c o l o u r  a g a  r f  s t  t h e  S o c i e t y  s

c o l o u r  c h a r t  a n d  l e t  t h e  E d i t o r  k n o w  o f  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s
R  C . D .  K i n g s f o r d ,  Z o n e  1 3 .

W a s  i t  a  W h i r  w i n d ?  I  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  k n o w  i f  a n y  m e m b e r s  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n y -

t h i n g  s i m l i a r  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  h a p p e n i n g  a n d  m a y b €  r d n  g i v e  a n

e x o l a n a t i o n ?
l i  w a s  a  p l e a s a n i  v e r y  c a L m  d a y  d ! r i n g  l a s t  s u m m e r  ( 1 9 8 5 ) .  I  c a n n o i  r e m e m b e r  i f  t h e  s u n

w a s  s h i n i n g .  P r o b a l y  n o t l  T h e r e  w a s  a  c r o w d  o f  u s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  n u r s e r Y  t h a t  d a y  l t h i n k  w e

w e r e  w e 6 d i n g  t h e  y o u n g  p  a n t s ,  a n d  I  k n o w  w e  w e r e  a l l  s p r e a d  a b o u t  t h e  n ! r s e r y  A l l  o l  a

s u d d e n ,  s e v e r a l  p i l e s  o f  l a r g e  b  a c k  p l a s t i c  t r a y s  w h  c h  w e r e  s t a c k e d  a l  i h e  e n d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e

b e d s  b e g a n  s h a k i n g  a b o u l  v j o l e n t l y  u n t i l  m o s t  o f  t h e  p i l e s  c r a s h e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  N o  o n e  w a s

n e a r  t h e m  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  w i n d  t o  b e  f e l t  a t  a  I

T h e  f a l l i n g  o f  t h e  t r a y s  a t t r a c t e d  e v e r y o n  s  a i t e n t i o n  a n d  w e  w e r e  a  I  s t a r i n g  i n  a m a z e m e n t
when we saw that  near the t rays the plants in the beds were v ibrat ing and the fo l iage was

being whipped about Just  as i I  a large hel icopter  was hover ing immedaately over them,

al though there was nothing to be seen at  a l l .

T h i s  w h i r l w r n d ,  r f  i h a t  i s  w h a t  i t  w a s ,  t h e n  m a d e  i t s  w a y  u p  t h e  n u r s e r y '  l i s  p r o g r e s s  c o u l d

e a s i l y  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t s  a s  i t  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h e m  d i s t u r b i n g  a n  a r e a  o l

r o u g h l y  2  o r  3  s q u a r e  y a r d s  a s  i !  w e n t  a n d  t h e r e  s t  I  w a s  n o t  a  b r e a t h  o f  w i n d  t o  b e  f e l t  w h e r e

w e  s t o o d  a n d  w a t c h e d .  A s  i t  p r o g r e s s e d  i t  z i g  z a g g e d  a b o u t  r a t h e r  e r r a t i c a l  y  a n d  I  b e g a n  t o

w o n d e r  w l , r 1  i t  w o u l d  f e e l  I  k e  i f  i l  h i t  o n e  o f  u s ,  o r  w o r s e  s t  l ,  i f  m y  l i t t l e  s h e l t i e  
' P o l  y '

got  In r ts  way.



When i i  eventual ly  reached the nursery boundary,  i t  d isappeared over (or  maybe through)

tho hedg€ into the ofchard beyond and w6 all heav6d a sigh of rglisf. Not for long though.
b e c a u s e  t h e  n  e x t  m i n u l e  i t  w a s  b a c  k  a  g a  i n .  T h i s  t i m e  i t  d i d  a  v e r y  q u i c k  c i r c u i t  o f  t h e  t o p  h a l f  o f
t h e  n u r s e r y  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  f o r  g o o d  o v e r  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  f i e l d s .

Aparr  f rom the t ipping over of  the pi les of  t rays which f i rs t  at t racted our at tent ion,  the whir l -
w i n d  d i d  n o  d a m a g e  a t  a l l .  W e  w e r e  l u c k y  l h a t  i t  h a p p e n e d  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  w e  h a d  n o t  s t a l t e d
s e l l i n g  p i a  n  l s ,  s o  t h e  b e d s  w e r e  a l l  f u l l  w i t h  n o  g a p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o t s  a t  a l l .  l f  i t  h a d  h a p p e n e d
l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  I  a m  s u r e  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  t ; p p e d  u p  p o t s  a n d  m i x e d  g r o u p s  o f
p l a n t s ,

{ r  w . s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  e e n e  e x p e n e n c e ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  l a s t e d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  2  o r  3  m  i n u t e s  i n
a l l  a i r d  o | l e  w h i c h  n o n e  o f  u s  h a d  e v e r  s e e n  t h e  i k e  b e f o r e .

Daphne Everet t ,  Zone 7
A n  e a r l _ v  I . ' . . , i { r ! r  , . : r a n l  o 1  [ r . a  L e t r a l , >  A t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  G r o u p  m e e t i n g  o n  t h e  2 0 t h  A p r i l
1 9 8 6  I  w a s  a s t o r , , s h e d  1 c ,  s e e  a  p l a n r  o f  E .  t e t t a l , x  H o o l s r o n e  P r n l  r n  J o h n  T u c k e r ' s  g a r d e n  i n
W o r t h i n g  w i l h  l w o  f l o w e r s  i n  f u l l  b l o o m .  T h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  e a r l y  d a t e  i s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  s u r p r i s i n g
r l r  v i e w  o f  t h e  h a r s h  w i n l e r  a n d  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  v  l a t e  s e a s o n .

P a l  T u r D i n .  Z o n e  1 1

. l u i .  4 /6 th
J u l .  I g t h
Ju l .  26 th

Ju i .  21 th
A u S .  1 2 i h
A u g .  1 2 1 1  3 r h

Au f t  l 5 rh

A u s .  1 7 t h

Aug. 30th
Aug. 30rh

Sep .  61h

Sep .  5 /8 l l r
Sep .  7 th
O c t .  1 7 r h

Oc r .  24 rh
Nov .  25 th
Nov  28 rh
Mar .  6 rh {87 )
Mar .  I 8 th (87 )

Stand.

s e e  S p r i n g

D I A R Y  O F  E V E N T S
S o u r h a m p t o n  S h o w  '  S o u t h  W e s t  G r o u p  H e a r h e r  S o c i e t y
So{r th West Group -  Two garden v is i ts ,  see Group Nes.
N o r l h  E a s t  ( N e w c a s t l e )  G r o u p  -  G a r d e n  v i s i t  a t  O g l e ,
B u l l e t i n .
S o u t h e r n  G r o u p  -  G a r d e n  v i s i i ,  s e e  G r o u p  N e w s .
C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  a t  R . H . S .  H a l l s ,  W e s t m i n s t e r .
F . H . S .  S u m m e r  F l o w e r  S h o w  6  H e a l h e r  C o m p e t i t i o n s ,  R . H . S .  H a l l s ,

M i d l a n d s  ( L e i c e s t e r / N o t t i n g h a m )  G r o u p  -  G a r d e n  v i s i r  &  B u f f e l  s u p p e r ,
s e e  G r o u p  N e w s .
M i d l a n d s  ( B i r m i n g h a m )  G r o u p  -  C o a c h  t r i p  r o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a r d e n
F e s t i v a l .
South West Group -  Two v is i ts  at  Corfe Mui len,  see Group News.
Far \  , /est  {Devon €J Cornwal l )  croup -  Vis i t  to Exeter  Univers i ty ,  see Group

N o ( h  E a s l  ( N e w c a s t l e )  G r o u p  -  A n n u a l  H e a t h e f  S h o w ,  s e e  G r o L l p

A N N U A L  C O N f E R E N C E ,  T e t l e y  H a l l ,  L e e d s  l . J n i v e r s i t y .
A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  N I E E T I N G ,  T e t l e y  H a l l ,  L e e d s  U n i v e r s i t y .
M i d l a n d s  ( L e  c e s t e r / N o t t i n g h a m )  G r o u p  -  H e a t h e r  a r r a n g i n g  i o r  h o m e  &
s l 1 o w ,  s e e  G r o u p  N e w s .
S o u t h e r n  G r o u p '  G a r d e n  v i s i t ,  s e e  G r o u p  N e w s .
C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  a t  R . H . S .  H a l l s ,  W e s t m i n s t e r .
M i d l " n d s  ( B i r m  ' i g F a m )  -  H F a r h e  O r , / .
M i d l a n d s  ( B i r m i n g h a m )  -  P r o g r a m m e  t o  b e  d e c i d e d .
M i d l a n d s  ( L e i c e s l e r / N o t t i n g h a m )  '  O u r  f a v o u r i l e  h e a t h e r s ,  s e e  G r o u p
News.


