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our tr ip this year for our Annuar conference was to Leeds, and i t  was at the start of thisglorious ' lndian 
Summer'we have been enjoying for the past 6 weeks. Although the nighls a16

drawing in snd the temp6rature at th€ beginning ol th€ day and an the evenings rs cooter, those6re lovely dsys to make up for the indif ferenisu-a", thi" y""r.
There wil l  as usual be a ful l  Conference Beport in the Vear Aiot, but I  must record ourthanks for a most enjoyable weekend so ably organised by lvlary and Ken Barractough. With

the Conference b€ing held in a dif forent areaolthecountryeachyear, i tdoesenableustosee
how varied the condit ions are tor growing ,ourfavourite plants, and i t  gives us the opportunity
to meet memb€rs from far af ield.

Since returning from Leeds we have had a paaticularly busy t ime and I have boen , laid low,l i teral ly with 6 recurring back probrem, so prease accept my aporogies tor the rateness ot this
bul let in 

Diane Jones
A.G.M. - Tetley Hsll, Le€ds University, 7th Soptemb€l 1986

Our Chairman Maj. Gen. Turpin in his statement said that the Society has had a prosperous
year. The new Administrator Anne Small  was appointed as successor to Beryl Farrah on
January 1st and the changeover went very smoothly. The Counci l  presented Beryl with a gif t  of' 'Heather 

Gems" jewettery snd a label l ing outf i t  as a Thankyou gif t  from the Society.
The President, Vice-Presidents and Off icers of the Soclety wer; re-elected and our Auditor

Mr. Alan Simms of Ascot, Suftey was re-appointed for a further year.

-. .T],o_memlers ol Counci l  ret ir ing by rotat ion were re_elected, Mr. A.W. Jones and Mr.
D H.E. Rope. A third rhember Mr. T-A. Jul ian did not seek re-elect ion but was wi ing to
continue as a member of the Technical committee. Our Chairman thanked Mr. Jul ian ,or his
valuable contrabution as a member oI Counci l  especial ly in connection with the Harlow Car
Trials and now with the establ ishment of Reference Collect ions at Harlow Car and Jodrel l
Bank. Two new members of Counci lwere nominated g elected. Mr. D. Maine Zone l  O who had
been co-opted into an exist ing vacancy in l9g5 and Mr. D. Edge Zone 12.

The Hon. Secretary in her report said the Society,s membership is st i l l  steady at about
1 5OO with new members now in Austral ja, Spain and Amerjca. Interest in heathers genera y isgrowing with local Groups and Shows helping to attract new members.

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Society,s Accounts Ior the year ended 3l st December
1 985. A briel Summary is included with this report.  t f  any member would t ike a tu copy of the
Statement would they please write to the Hon. TreasLlrer with a S.A.E. at:
17, Hayclose Cresent, Kendal, LAg 7NT.

An appreciat ive vote ot thanks to the Chairman was proposed by Mr. Al len Hall .

Summary of lhe Accounts for the year 1995.
tN cot\4 E 2 4527 .39

594.O2
7 6 .28

1279.O4
6.00

294.OO
8677 6.7 3

€3924.55
82114.32

Subscript ions, donations, tax rebates on Covenants
Profi t  l rom s6les of publ icat ions etc.
Surplus on Conference Account
Inlerest from Investments & Deposits
Registrat ion Fees
Deposit on 1985 Conference {paid in 1984)

Y:ar.B:ok, Bultet ins, Membership Lisr & postage
Administrat ion

EXPENDITUBE

€6038.87



The Balance Sheet shows that there was a credit balance on the vear's transactions at 31st
December ' l985 oI €7i7.86.

A Resolut ion "That the annual subscriot ion from the l  st Januarv 1987 should be:-
Single memberc
Jojnt or family membership
Organisation membership

f6.00
f7.o0
f 7 . 0 0 '

was then put to the meeting. Before the vote, the Chairman made the fol lowing statement:-
"The Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Counci l ,  al ter carelul consideration,
were entirely convinced that a rase in subscript ions was inevitable, i f  the Society's f inances
were to be maintained on a sound basis. The onlv ouestion on which Counci l  had had doubts
was the amount of the increase. l t  was a choice between an increase to e5 or to 16. Any
increase in subscriot ions invariablv results in a loss of members. The former rate had certain
advantages. in that fewer memberc migit  leave the Society. On the other hand an increase to
f6 now would obviate the need for a second increase within the next few years, with a
repeti t ion of administrat ive work and a second batch of resignations. On balance Councal
decided to recommend an increase to f6. l t  had been possible to retain the present rate of
su bscript ion for 7 years. l t  cou ld be hoped that a rate oJ €6 m ight be .etained for a comparc ble
period. l t  appeared a reasonable rate, when compsred with the subscript ions of other
Societ ies. " 'After an amendment opposing the Resolut ion proprosed by Mr. C.E. Vicary had
been unanimously defeated, the Besolut ion was put to the vote and was carr ied unanimously."

COVENANTS AND BANKERS ORDERS
All Covenants for Income Tax purposes are now worded so that they wil l  continue to.

operate at the new subscript ion rate, but al l  Bankers Orders wil l  have to be replaced. Would
members olease comoiete the enclosed form and RETURN lT TO OU R ADMIN ISTRATOR Mrs.
A. Small ,  Denbeigh, Al l  Saints Road, Creeting St. Mary, lpswich, Suffolk IPO 8PJ. The
completed Bankers Order wil l  then be sent to your own bank after registrat ion and numbering.

Des Oliver, Hon. Treasurer
17th ANNUAL CONFERENCE,4/7th Ssptombor 1987

As announced in the Summer Bl l let in, the 1987 Conference wil l  be held at Hadlow
College, Hadlow, Nr. Maidstone, Kent, from Friday 4th September to Monday 7th September
1 987. Mrs. lessa Forbes has kindly agreed to organise the Conference and advance bookings
may now be sent to her (please enclose €2 per mail ing) at Plaxtol Nurseries, Spoute Cottage,
Plaxtol,  Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 OOR. The booking charge is to cover administrat ive costs
incurred by the organaser and is not a deposit on the Conference fee. Cheques should be made
payable to "Heather Society ConJerence .

The programme wil l  include the usual mixture o{ talks, excusions and discussions. The
cost of the weekend is l ikely to be between f6O and €65 per head.

CULT IVAR ENOUIRY SERVICE AND SL IDE  L IBRARY

Some of our newer members may not be aware that the Sociely has a Cult ivar Enquiry
Servrce and a Sl ide Library for members'own use.

There are now well  over 1000 cult ivars of heather recorded on the computer data base
used for this service. Some as yet we do not have suppliers for, but for the vast majori ty we can
tel l  you where you can obtain that elusive cult ivar. Al l  you need to do is send me a large S.A.E.
(A5 preferably), the name of the cult ivar in which you are interested and your Zone number to:
Denbeigh, Al l  Saints Road, Creeting St. Mary, lpswich, lP6 8PJ.

The Society's Sl ide Library is avai lable for any memberto borrpwlrom fortheir own private
use or when giving talks to Gardening Clubs etc. The sl ides are accompanied by detai ls in the
form of a brjef tert.  Write to me, giving me the date when the sl ides are needed and the subject
matter.equired. General ly you wil l  receive the sl ides about 10 days before the date you
specify. The loan of the sl ides is free but you pay the postage both ways lyou do this when you
return the sl ides). My address is given above.

Dav id  Sma l l .

i
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BRITISH HEATHER GROWERS' ASSOCIATION.
The 3rd meeting ofrhe B.H.G.A. was held at Bridgnorth in Shropshire on Tuesday October14th; about 18 members attended. Memberrhlp ot tne a.U.C.n. now stanos at 23 andaccounts for around 5 mil l ion ot the heathers grown annually.
Among other i tems, members discussed their plant label l ing requirements with a view togett ing more co-operal ion and bettor prices from the label man-ufaciurers. A clonal select ion

scheme was also discussed, in which each interested member would be responsrbte torcol lect ing sampres ot a panicurar curt ivar from other members. These sampres wourd then begrown side by side on the nursery, so that comparisons could be made at a l ; ter dato. Enquir ies
had been made into establ ishing a Heather Collect ion, eventual ly to be a co ection o, the
selected clonal material.  Two Colleges of Agriculture had shown interest in the scneme, one rn
the South and one in the Midlands, and also one pivate garden was quite keen.

After a good pub lunch, members wer€ welcomed at Worf ield Gardens, a large whotesate
nursery near Bridgnorth, by B.H.G.A. member Mr. Barry Hartress, one of the f irm s ctrrectors.
This was fol lowed by an interesting and very inlormalive tou, ot t t"  nur""f.

The next meeting is the A.G. M. to be hetd on Tuesday 13th January 19gi at Agncutture
House in London trom 1O a.m. to 4 p.m.

Daphne Everett.

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIEry'S COMPETITION FOR HEATHERS
AND OTHER ORNAMENTAL PLANTS FROM THE OPEN.

' l2th and 13th Augusr i  986

There were 71 entr ies in the 12 Heather Classes. l t  was encouraging to see a number of
new names among the exhibitors and the prize-winners. In spite fo the late season ano the
hard winter, the quali ty of the exhiblts. except for the Callunas, was of a high standard. The
Class tor an Arrangement of Heathers was well  suppoated.

Detai led results:-
Class l .  Three dist inct heathers in bloom, one vase/bowl of each. 5 entr ies.
1st. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. P.G, Turpin. Ca una Tib E. ci t iar is, E. vasans

E. cineea Foxhollow Mahogany',
'Velvet Night ' , 'Windlebrooke'.
Calluna Tib', E. cinerea David
McClintock , E. cinerea seedling.

'Diana Hornibrook'.
'Mrs. D.F. Maxwell  .
'White Lady'.
' ' TC  

51 ' .

Class 3. Calluna vulga s, a single flowered coloured cultivar, one vase/bowl. S entries.

2nd. Dr. W.J. Stevens.

3rd. Mr. 8.G. London.

Class 2. E ca vagans, one vase/bowl. 9 entries..
'1st.  

Mr. R. Foden.
2nd. Mrs. A.H. Potter.
3rd. Mr. and Mrs. D.J. Mayne.
4th. lvlaj.  Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.

1st. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.
2nd. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.

Class 4. Calluna vulgaris, a double tlowered coloured cultivar, one vase/bowl. 2 entries.
1st. Mr. and Mrs. M€yne. 'Tib'

2nd. Maj. Gen and Mrs. Turpin. 'Tib'

Class 5. Calluna vulgarl t  a sjngle or double I lowered white cult ivar, one vase/bowl. S entr ies
I st.  Mrs. M. Chapman.
2nd. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.
3rd. Maj. Gen and Mrs. Turpin.

'Hooks tone .

t enu rs  .

Unknown .
urum-Ha _

'Alba Plena'.



Class 6. Erlca cin'rca, any cult ivar, one vase/bowl- 1O entr ies.
1s t .  Mr .  London .
2nd. Mr. London.
3rd. Mr. London.
4th. Mr. London.

1st. Mr. and Mrs. Mayne
2nd. Mai. Gen. and Mrs. Iurpin.
3rd. Mr. London.
4th. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.

'Duncan Fraser' .
'Atrorub€ns'.
' F rances .
'Harry Fulcher' .

E. ci l iais 'Globosa.

E. x watsonii H. Maxwell'.
E. x williamsii, pale form.

Class 7. Daboecia, any species, hybrid or cult ivar, one vase/bowl.2 entr ies.
lst.  Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin. 

'Charles Nelson"
2nd. Maj. Gen and Mrs. Turpin. 'Atropurpurea.

Class 8. Any heather species or hybrid, one plant. 1 entry.
1st. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin. E ca tetnl ix f .  stel lata

Class 9. Any heather species or hybrid not specif ied above, one vase/bowl. 6 entr ies.

)

)

Class 1O. Any heather, one vase/bowl, to be judged forlol iage effect. 15 entr ies.
1st. Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Turpin.
2nd .  Ma j .  Gen .  and  Mrs .  Tu rp in .
3rd. Mr. and Mrs. Mayne.

4th. Mrs. M. Chapman.
H.C. Mr. London.

E. e gena Golden Lady.
Calluna Hitsula Typica .

'Jack H. Brummage
Calluna 'Boskoop'.

E. atborea 'Albeft's 
Gold'.

E. vagans Valetie Ptoudley .
unamed ,
Calluna Serlei Autea' .

Class 11. Any heather, one plant, to be judged for tol iage effect. 5 entr ies.
1st. Mrs. E. Hansford.
2nd .  M iss  Jeane t te  H i l l .
3rd. Mis$ Jeanette Hil l .

Class 12. Decorative Class - an arranqement of heathers in a basket.6 entr ies.
1s t .  Mrs .  P .B .  Lee .
2nd. Mrs E. Hansford.
3rd. Mrs. P.G. Turpin.

At the Heather Society stand Major General and Mrs. Turpin were helped by Mr. and Mrs. D.
Mayne, Mr. B.G. London, Mr. J. Bridgland and Mr. H. Orenstein. A number of new members
joined the Society. More offers of help at the stand would be welcome.

SCOTLAND (ABERDEEN) GROU P NEWS

One of our members in this area of Scotland Mr. J.R. Mackay, in Inverurie, is interested to
knowwhether a local Group could be started and he is wi l l ing to "start the bal l  rol l ing" He
would l ike to hear from any members also interested in a local Group. Piease contact him at
The Dell ,  Blairdaff, lnverurie, Aberdeenshire AB5 9LT, Tel: Monymusk 243. Mr' Mackay also
tel ls us he would be very pleased to see other members who are visi t ing his part of Scotland.

NOBTH EAST INEWCASTLE)
We had a very good response by members to our visi t  to the garden of Mr. I  Mrs. D.

Roberts at Ogle near Ponteland on 26th J! ly in good weather. l t  was very interesting to note
how the various beds had been designed to f i t  into the undulat ing area to give a pleasing
aspect with a minimum of maintenance. A very pleasant afternoon was rounded off by
welcome refreshments from our hosts.

On September 6th we held our Annual Heather Show in Mr' & Mrs D Goodchilds

greenhouse, with some gO entt ies, Owing to recent weather condit ions, entr ies for the

bu una vulgaris classes were small ,  especial ly the double f lowered cult ivars'  Fortunately

]

)



there was a good entry lot]he E. ciherca and fol iage varigt ies, and some excel lent baskets of
heather arran96ments. The trophy for maximum points in the Show, also forthe best individual
exhibit  were awarded to Mr. & Mrs. R. Scott of Ponteland.

As a Group we are very indebted'to Mr. I  lv lrs. Goodchild fortheir generous hospital i ty, and
mehbers also expressed appreciat ion of their beauli ful ly designed and varied garden.

Our next meeting wil l  be on lvlonday 24th November 1986 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist
Church (Upper Hall) .  Main Str€et, Ponteland, when the subject is an i l lustrated account of
"Making a Heather Garden' by a new member. Your committee hopes you wil l  suppon this
event. Svd Courtnev.
MERSEYSIDE IFORMBY)

On 31 st May, 1 1 members gath ered at th e nurserias of George and lrene Rimmer at Lyd iate
near Liverpool. George and lrene greeted their guests with a glass of wine before the main
business oI the morning began. Thas conslsted ol a talk and practical demonstrat ion of the an
ol propagation - mainly by cutt ings. The practical element of George's presentation was
panicularly valuable because i t  took instruct ion beyond the point where text book
explanations necessari ly stop. lMoreover, George answerod questions as he went along so
that part icular dif f icult ies which members had experienced were dealt with and general ly
given practical i l lustrat ion. So succossful was this pan of the meeting that George Rimmer has
prepared and distr ibuted copies of his notes to those who panicipated.

After the talk, we were shown round the nursery by George and lrene. The Rimmers
concentrate on the wholesale trad€ in heathers. We found the usual fascination in viewing the
greenhouses where cutt ings arc taken and rooted, and the outside growing areas where row
upon row o{ young plants were developing. l t  was l ike a misers'visi t  to the mint.

At lunchtime, the pany w€nt to 'The Swan' at Aughton for a l ight lunch. Afterwards we
assembled at the near-by Rosedal Nursery where we were greeted by Joe and Alice Curran.
The Culrans showed us round their private heather and conifer garden which is beauti ful ly
landscaped, Then we visi ted the greenhouses and growing areas. Heathers and conifers form
only part ol the activi t ies ol the nursery which also has a retai l  outlet.  Nevertheless there were
some appealing l ines of con i fers growing-on. We learnt that some of George Rimmer's plants
f ind their way to the public through Rosedsle.

Towards the end of the afternoon, members dispersed, clutching their purchases and
looking Iorward to another attempt at propagation themselves. There were deserved thanks to
the Rimmers and the Currans for the considerable trouble they had taken to make the event a
success. As ever. we were indebted to Bob Pickering for his leadership and work in organising
the outrng. A l l e n  H a l l .

MIDTANDS (B IRMINGHAM)
It seems a very long t ime ago now since we held our very enioyable social evening at the

home of Vera g Leonard Hemming. As usual members provided quite a banquet and with a
glass of wine and plenty to eat we were able to sit  in comfort and watch the rain t ippl ing down
on Vera & Leonard's beauli ful garden.

Our proposed summer visi t  to the Stoke Garden Festival did not material ise. With every
club & society in the Midlands running tr ips to i ts ' local show'the competit ion was too great
and we could not make t lp a coach load. However most members visi ted the Festival by one
means oa another and a few of the more persistent son even found the 'Heather saciety'
exhibit .  One exhibit  which was well  worth the visi t  for Heather Society members was the
displav of heathers provided and planted by Barncroft Nurseries as pan of the Moorlands
Heritage Garden.

Plants in the Heather Society exhibit  were kindly supplied by: Crai l  Nurseries, Nott ingham;
D. 6 M. Everett,  Worcester; Nottcutts, Sol ihul l ,  & Jul ian Swain, Leicester. One or two other
nurseries offered plants but t ime and distance made i t  impossible to take up their offer.
Olr thanks also to Leonard Hemming and Harold Bailey who gave up their t ime in various

Our next meeiing is on Friday November 28th at Winterbourne at 8 p.m. Fol lowing the
interest shown in the heather quiz devised by Maj. Gen. Turpin atthe 1 985 Conference, we are
having our own, rather more l ight hearted version, with a prize for the winner; also a report ot
the 1986 conference, with a few sl ides.

Wintor m€6ting. March 6th, 1987 programme to be decided. Daphne Everett.



MIDLANDS (LEICESTER/NOTTINGHAM)
The garden visi t  to Heatherscaping was attended by twenty-four poople, hal l  ol  whom

were attending theirf irst Healher Society meoting. l t  was a cool ish August evening and hal l  an
hour in the garden was enough for most, as the warmth of Linden Lodge, the sound of corks
popping and the hubbub of enthusiasts chatt ing drew al l  but the hardiest indoors. The buffet
supper, provided by the ladies was enjoyed by al l  and the consensus was that we should repeat
the event next yea at another member's home (any volunteer?).

OLrr October meeting suffered a set back as the originalvenue was found not to be avai lable
and we had to write to our 90 members, only a few days before the event, to divert them to
Brooksby. We are indebted to Peter and Josie Hutchinson for making the last minute
arrangements,

Daphne Everett was our speaker and sho made a round tr ip of over a hundred miles to give
an excel lent talk on "Hoather arranging lor Home I Show". Unfortunately only 1O membels
turned upl WEs it  the venue? Was i t  the subject? Was i t  the night ot the week? Please let me
know so that we can avoid {uture embarrassment.

Friday November 28th.
We have been invited by our Eirmingham fr iends to join in the Heather Ouiz at
Winterbourne. See Midlands (Birmingh€m) or contact me for detai ls.

Wednesdav March 18th. LOO o.m.
' 'Our Favourite Heathers 'An informal meeting for prolessional and amateur members
to argue the merits of their favourites. This wil l  be held at Brooksby Agricultural College
which is a mile east of Rearsby on the A607.

Sunday June 7th {afternoon)
An opportunity to visi t  the Brooksby "Open Day" and perhaps help to man the Heather
Society display and sales stand (for Group funds).

SOUTHERN Leighton Jones

On 27th July, Hugh and Hedda Nicholson were del ighted to welcome 37 members
including our Chairman Maj. Gen. Turpin and Mrs. Turpin to their Open Day at Farm Cottage,
Dorking. The main purpose of the visat was to inspect the F. c/rerea col lect ion now comprising
78 cult ivars. Al l  the 'corpses' had been left  in as i t  was interesting to see how many (orfew) had
survived the severe winter and the late spring frost.

Herr Weste.mann and Doctor Fisher, both members o{ our Society and Gesellschaft der
Heidefreunde, an aff i l iated Society, had telephoned the Nicholsons that morning to convey
their best wishes for a good day to al l  their fr iends.

Sadly i t  is l ikely that a major part of Farm Cottage garden wil l  have to be dug up for the
instal lat ion of drains for the intended development oI nearby farm bui ldings into hagh class
residential units. We hope the developers wil l  not be unmindful ot the need to minimise the
disturbance of this del ightful garden.

The next outing, as previously announced, wi l l  be to Leonardslee near Horsham on Sunday
26rh October. Bri t ish Summer Time having ended at 2 a.m. that morning means that clocks
should have been put back one hour.

Mr. Robin Loder hopes to greet those attending and take them on a short tour of the
Gardens. We should meet at the large greenhouse by the carpark at 2.15 p.m. Hot and cold
snacks may be purchased on site but some may prefer to bring their own picnic lunch. The
autumn colours normally in evidence at this l ime make worthy viewing. {Leonardslee is not a
National Trust property as was inferred in the Summer Bullet in,)

SOUIH WEST Jock Vickery.

On the weekend of July 4/6th our Group mounted and manned a stand at the Southampton
Show. Nevi l le Yeates, who is a long standing member ot the Heather Society, is Chairman of
the Royal Southampton Hort icultural Society and organiser ot the hort icultural section in
which he actively encourages special ist society involvement. John Bridgland took charg€i of
the stand for most of the weekend, and together with the help of Bi l l  and Joan Vicary, Olivia
Hall ,  Betty Al isop and Mike Kinshott represented the Society sel l ing l i terature and amport ing
advice. Derek and Gwen Price of Orchardleigh Nurseries at Bishop s Waltham kindly provided
materials and heathers for the stand and gave invaluable help sett ing up and taking down the
stand. My thanks go to al l  those involved for their help in publ icising the Heather Society.



A warm and sunny day on Saturday July 1 9th encouraged 30 members to bring their picnic

lr"; ; ; i ;  ; ; ; i  i "r tah's lovelv heather sarden at Highcl i f fe Beryl had been busi lv Iabel l ins
' i . ,  

pi""" r" ir i r i"  " i" i t  with the label l ing kit  which was psrt of rhe society's grft  to her on her

let irement as our Adm,nisttator. so memb€rs wore treated to a very attract ive displsy al l

" .rr i" i i t  i ; i i ," l .  o"tf  a few weets eaaien Beryl had been pres€nted with the t irst prize in the

;l ia"i" ir i" t '  in Bloom" competit ion during the town's cenlenary fesl ival An i tem in the

aournemoutl Eu"ning Echo on Wednesday July 2nd read "BerylWins Top Prize " 
"The garden

with i ts glorious display ol green, gold and yel low heathers' conifers and azaleas' came l irst in

the creative section .
l t t e ,o . l | , p i cn i " l , r nchwea | |movedon toPhy | | i sKennedy ' sg€ rdena t . swaywherewesaw

" smlit-gardon aOsotutely packed with unusual and interesting plants including heathers The

s r r n c o n - t i n u e d t o s h i n e , a n d o n c e a g a i n w e s e t t | e d d o w n t o c h a t a n d e n j o v a t e a k i n d | y
or,"rt"J i t  pnti , ,"  and her helpers Thankyou Beryl and Phyl l is for a real ly super day'

'  Saturday August 3oth was a day threatened with showers when we visi ted the garden of

oougt"s ana Ruih Mort imer in corfe Mullen. Members gasped when they entered tne rear

gard""n b""".rs" there was a slope going upwards at a very sharp,angle The garde n was part ly

terraced with beds of wanter ano summirfLowering heathers and some shrubs The effortthat

;; ; ; ; ; ;""" into the crcation of this garden was unbelievable Apparentlv Douglas had

It"rtod by,-" ing a l"dderlThe soi lwas sandy andthis only added to the problems However'an

unu"r"t gura"n- n"a Oeen created and the members enjoyed their picnic lunches percned on

the various lerraces.
During the afternoon we al l  moved on to Naked Cross Nurseries' tormerly Maxwell  and

g"uL, "nl no* o*nud by perer French and family who have been working very hard forthe last

i" i  t""t" n"t i l"g,t '"  nursery back in shape They have n ow erected several tunn el h ouses and

a display house, and creAted a very altract ive display area The stock of heathers is being bui l t

,p "-J: ir i  "" " ""t  otehens ive colLction of herbaceous plants At the end of the afternoon' we

were al l  treated to a super tea wnrcn Inclucled a cake in the shape of an H with the Society s

togo i""a on t l tu top. We are indebted to Douglas and Ruth Mort imer and Peter French and

family for another enioyable day.

Our f irst meeting next year wil l  as usual be at Lytchett Matravers Vi l lage hal l  on Saturday

+tn nf r i t  at Z p m. wfren we wil l  have an i l luslrated talk by Mrs' Diane Jones enti t led 
'Creatinq a

Heatt ier Carien on l lkal ine Soil" We wil l  also have our Annual Table Show at this meetinq l

look forward to seeing you al l  agaln tnon, and in the meantime please send me two SAE'S Jor

detai led information on our 1987 programme' Phil  Joyner.

SCRAP BOWL - Titbits of News from Members

E x h i b i t e d i n t h e t J . s . A ' W h e n I f i r s t b e g a n , l o y e a r s a g o , t o s p e a k ' a b o u t M r s ' D e l a n y , s
amazing col lect lon ot botanlcal prc" 'es in paper col lage' I  had no idea the seeds of this

intur"" i*outa be blpwn so far and wide. Buraftergiving 183tatksal l  overrhe l-J K l  have in

"i i i , ]"" i"" | ." ir ."a from two weeks in New York in connecl ion with an exhibit ion at the

plroo** fufornu" Library of some o{ Mrs Delanys plant pictures loaned from the Brit ish

i-fr l  oire"tor ot rtre Morgan Library invited me to choose 1 1O exhibits which I selected from

thenea r thousand th i s remarkab le Iadyc rea ted inco lou redcu tpape rbe tween theageso fT2
and 82 towards the end of the eighteenth century'- - f*o 

ir i"u" were included for the exhibit ion E' coccinea Scarlet Flower'd Heath for i ts

," iqr;; ; : ; ; ; ;  i ; ; .  col lect ion - i t  is the onlv one to have a real f loret included in a f lower-

h e a d t h a t i s o t h e r w | s e c o m p o s e o o f p a p e r ; a n d s e c o n d | y E , | o n g i . f l o r c . c h o s e n ' o | j t s
mu | t i t ud inous Ieaves 'Bo thwerec rea tedbyMrs .De |anydu r i ng theWa l ' o f , | ndependence
-i i" f t  nr lrgia n"|.  circle oJ {r iends much anxiety 

"How many hearts ache that have therr

n"lr"" i"oni"rn" "ngag'd in this unhappy confl ict" she wrote in 1 776 iust two months before
';;;;;;:;E. 

;;r"';"" r]nJ L""v'a Hearh and E muttiftora Fir Leav d Heath Perhaps the need to

concentrate her mind on each part lcle of the plant in orderto create such accurate portrayals

brought welcome rel ief in those troubled years

l\ iuch generosity on the part of a few Americans has enabled conservation to be done to

th""l  d"t iJ"t" *""t"rpieces, and i t  is a tr ibute to this enterprising 
'new' country thal they have

honoured Mrs. Delany's FIora Delanlca with a r ich display in one oftheirforemost museums in

New Yort(.  _ Ruth Hayden' zone 12'



H€lp Pleaso. Can anyone tel l  me where I can obtain either plants or rooted cutt ings oI
Cutluna vulgais Sedlonov',  Hugh Nicholson, Farm Cottage, Westcott Road, Dorking, Surrey,
RH4  3EB.

Heathers in New Hampshire U.S.A. Three years ago I brought my house in New Hampshire,
on the top oJ a hi l l ,  looking oul to the mountains across the r iver in Vermont. I  wanted a place
with a view and also wanted a garden. I  got the view, but there had never been a garden, since
it is mostly rock ledge. l t  also laces north and is subject to cold winds. l ioined the American
Rock Garden Society and also slarted to plant some h€ather, since i t  always seemod to go with
hi l lside gardens, in my mind s eye.

I now have about 70 variet ies of heather. I  am locsted in what we cal l  Zono 5 which goes
down  to  -10  t o  -2Oo  F in thew in te r .Somesay tha t i t ge t sco lde r than tha t , bu t l haveno tseen i t
In three years.

I grow mainly E carnea and Calluna cult ivars. The I irst winter we had snow th e day after
Thanksgiving (about the 26th November) and I had not mulched the plants. Many were smsll
and I had received them from the Knights in Washington State as that was the only place I
knew that sold heather. I  had slso gotten a few from the Walshs in the State oI Maine. While I
l os t  some  p lan t s ,  l a t t r i bu ted i t t omy lacko fknow ledgeand the fac t t ha t l shou ldhavepu t the
plants {rom Washington in a cold frame and grown them on lor a t ime rather than just putt ing
them in the ground. The snow cover saved those that survived.

By the second winter I  had more plants brought from the local sources and mulched them
with pine needles around the base of the plants. I  again assumed that we would have enough
snow cover to keep the plants warm and did not mulch over the top of the plants- We had a
l i t t le snow that winter and had weeks when the ground was exposed. I  lost about 25% of my
plants.

Fonunately we had snow on Thanksgiving Day last winter and the plants were completely
covered !nt i l  spring. I  mulched the ground with a heavy layer of pine needles and also started a
bed that I  mulched with wood chips. I  l ike the pine needles belter since they do not blow awaY,
and thev look more natural.  I  did not loose any plants last winter and I think that as most of the
plants were obtained on the East Coast this helped their survival.  Also the fact that they were
older and I am more experienced did help too. I  also take more care in digging out beds than I
did at f i rst

I  have gotten l ists of plants that some say are more hardy than others, but I  don't  f ind them
of much help. I  think that i t  depends more on the fact that yoo get a good clone ot the plants

and that they afe large enough to endure the r igors of a cold cl imate. I  have also found plants

raised in much the same condit ions as mine do betterthan those mailed in from afar. Perhaps
that is not so strange. Few people in my area grow heather or even know what i t  is.

During the f irst year I  also fol lowed direct ions in books that said not to feni l ize The
fol lowing year I  used a l i t t le "Hollytone" a granular acid fert i l izer around the plants and then
later a di lute acid fert i l izer mixed in water and poured around the plants. l think they benefi t ted
lrom it  and none were burnt by i t .  l t  helps since we have such a shon growing season.

Walter Wornick, Alstead,
New HamDshire, U.S.A.

DAIRY OF EVENTS

Nov. 24th Northeast  (Newcast ls)  l l lustrated ta lk 'The making of  a Heather Garden'see Group

Nov. 25/26rh
Nov. 26th
Nov. 28th
Jan. lo lh
J a n .  1 3 t h
Feb. 24/25rh
Feb. 24rh
Mar.  6th
Mar.  18th

RHS Show. Compet i t ions include a c lass for  Heath€rs.
COUNCIL MEETING ar R.H.A. Hal ls ,  Westminster .
l \ , ' l id lands {Birmingham) Heather Ouiz at  Winterbourne,  see Group News.

cLoSlNG DATE for  marer ia l  for  the Spr ins Bul let in
8.H.G.A. Annual  General  Meet ing,  Agr icul iure House, London. 1Oa.m. '  4p m

RHS Show inc.  Heather Compet i t ions,  RHS Hal ls ,  Westminster .

COUNCIL l \4EETlNG, RHS Hal ls ,  Westminster .
Midlands (Birmingham) Pfosramme to be decided.
Midlands (Leicester  A Not ingham) Our favour i te heathers '  see Group News in

Summer Bul let in.
4th South West -  Talk wi th s l ides at  Lytchet t  Matravers v i l lage hal l .  See Group News

7th N4idlands {Leicester /Nott ingham) ErooksbY Open Day'se€ Group News


