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DIARY OF EVENTS

March 6 Yorkshire Group Talk and demonstration on pruning
Heathers. Harlow Carr.

March 20 Home Counlies Group Visit to Spring Park Nr-rrsery, West
Wickham

March2T South West Group Annual indoor meeting at the
L1'tchett Matravers Village Hall

May I or 2 North East Group Annual Outing

May 15 CLOSING DATE FORSUMMERBULLETIN

June 5 Yorkshire Group Talk on Alpines at Harlow Carr

June 19 - South West Group Retum visit to Chiffchalfs

July I North East GrouP Car Outin$

Aug2O-23 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE Coylumbridge. Scotland

Sept. ll YorkshireGroup TalkonDwarfRhododendrons,
Harlow Carr

Sept. I I North East Group Annual Show
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From the International Heather Registrar
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flowering heathers and they are doing very well despite the attentions of
public enemy No. l, in the shape of the hare, closely followed by the badger
and in third place we have the dogs. Hares love young plants and they have
eaten down a tremendous number, but Encas seem to be very resilient and
will grow back, often with a very good shape so that is often one less bit of
pruning that needs to be done.

I have tried most of the species; I suppose some of you would think that
I am lucky as they seem to grow: Daboecia, Cctlluna, E. ciliaris, cinerea, tetralk,
Dagans, carnea and x darlegensis, but there is a problem with fungus,
particularly with the summer flowering plants.

I was delighted to be introduced Lo The Heather Societg by Stan Crabtree
of Eversley Nurseries. If it had not been for The Heather Soctetg,l think I would
have given up, especially with Calluna. I still vividly remember my first
meetingwith members of this augustbody, nervously standingby theVisitors
Centre in the National Park in Connemara when the field trip delegates came
trooping down lrom the car park. There seemed to be a lot of laughing and
talking and I thought maybe it wouldn't be too bad as long as I didn't say
anything to reveal my total lack of knowledge.

All of the members I have met have helped improve my knowledge of ,Enccrs,
but still I struggle. If I were to have kept a record, I think there have been more
failures than successes, but I suppose someone has to keep the nurserymen
in business"

Then came the revelation of the .trncas of South Africa - I was hooked!. Since
1999 we have been to South Africa four times, all those beautiful flowers and
mountains as well. My own Cape Heaths are not cossetted, most of them taking

their chances just outside the
back door. Some love it. but
there are others which are not
so keen. But their companion
plants of the $rnbos, namely
Restios, seem to love life in
Connemara, being unaffected
by wind or rain.

My garden is  a rather
eclectic jumble of this and that,
whatever will survive; which
perhaps echoes my life.

You never knowwhat might
be round the next corner. When
we discovered our little piece of

heaven here in Connemara, we could not have imagined that there would be
an angel to go with it. Our granddaughter, Ciara, lives just down the road with
my second daughter and her partner. I hope to interest her in flora. wild and
cultivated and maybe in years to come she will tend this garden I have tried
to make.

I might have done the digging and the stone moving, the planting and the
weeding, but without The Heather Socrety I would have put the whole lot to
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grass. It has encouraged me to read books on Ertca, travel to foreign parts,
to try my hand at propagation and given me the chance to meet people who
share similar interests.

I hope I can make a contribution to The Heather Societg by being on
Council.

New Heather Discovered On BBC!
E. Charles Nelson

It's not every day that the President of the lVorthAmertcanHeather Soctetg
(NAHS) discovers a new heather, but to find one on the Internet is really taking
things a bit far, you'd think. But it's true!

Ella May Wulff was surfing the web and as a consequence caused
heatherly havoc. It's a long story, a somewhat different version of which is in
the NAHS's own Heather .lVeus Quarterlg - this is the expurgated version.

Ella May was trying to get some details about Speyside Heather Centre, in
preparation for the Second International Heather Conference, when she
noticed the new heather.

She'd found a web-page on which it was proclaimed that: A heather centre
in Scotland ts cultiuating a new udrteta oJ the plant to mark Madonna's second
uteddtng anni.uersary. The heather, to be called Romantic Scotlancl, ts being
groun at The Centre, lnuerness-shire, and uill soon be registered with the
Nattonal Heqther Soctetg.... It's belteued the couple haue alreada been sent a
sample oJ the p|ant.

Ella May promptly alertedJoyce Prothero, editorof Heather Netus Quarterlg,
who like all editors (including Daphne!) was itching for a good story. Joyce
decided, unwisely as it turned out, to have a surf herself - snooping she called
it - and found to her delight that the heather was even mentioned on The BBC
website. You'd be forgiven if at this point you say "Well, anything on Auntie
BBC will be impeccably accurate. Wtrat's the problem?" Wrong! The website
was not THE BBC. but CBBC... Children's BBC!

Joyce's discovery of the Kiddies' BBC web-page added spice to the tale!
"Pop 

Queen Madonnahas had a flower specially created for her", itread -with

scant attention to accuracy. The headline date was 2l December 2002 - yes,
a whole year ago as I write this. There was a bonus, a picture, in full
technicolour, of a bouquet of heather, indubitably ling. Anyone who wishes
to see this can try typingin this URL (and good luck) -http://news.bbc.co.uk/

cbbcnews/hilmusic/newsid 2596000/2596875.stm.
So, believing her eyes, Joyce calmly announced that Calluna uulgaris

'Romantic Scotland' had been named, adding (for the benefit of North
American heather enthusiasts!) that it is "not yet available in your local
nursery".

Meanwhile Joyce had sent me an e-mail asking if 'Romantic Scotland'had
indeed been registered. When the e-mail reached me in mid-October, I was
bewildered. As Registrar for The Heather Societg,l had no record o[this name,
yet there it was plastered all over cyberspace! "Scotland's honour for
Madonna" proclaimed http://www.top4O-charts.com (members of tender

- 8
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disposition should avoid that one). So, I wrote to Speyside Heather Centre.
For weeks there was silence, but in early December (on returning home after
a restful four weeks on my sun-lounger in Lanzarote) I found a postcard from
David Lambie on which he commented that "l only have one plant [which is]
growing in my garden. A cinerea similar to 'Aquarel', but I think different in
habi t . . . " .

Oh dear! Joyce was wrong! Madonna's "honour" was not a l ing but a bell
heather Ertca cinerea 'Romantic Scotland' and it is now registered - no.223
(for other details see Heathers I (2OO4)). Thanks to David Lambie I even have
specimens (these are shown in this scan) which prove the identity of
Madonna's heather.

Yet, there's more. David Lambie's registration
letter of 6 December 2OO3 included the pitiful
comment that "I can confirm that we have had
zilch! NO requests for this cultivar whatsoever.
NO COMMERCIAL BONANZA I CAN ASSURB
YOU." As for Madonna having some - not yet,
maybe in 2OO4 because the few cuttings still
have to be potted up. He also explained how this
whole business came about - as a tourist ploy,
complete with press release (which for the
historical record we reprint following this).

Meanwhile, larnpuzzled. Can anyone explain
how, when every teenie-bopper in the UK knew
about Madonna's heather. none of the members
ol The Heather Societg did? And, why are none of
Madonna's fans also heather enthusiasts? The

moral, if there is one, from this Highland fling is never jump to conclusions

based on Internet websites. Heathers, after all, don't grow on television. And
a wee piece of gentle advice: order your 'Romantic Scotland' NOW before

stocks are exhausted - remember the hordes who'll be attending the Second
International Heather Conference in August 2OO4!^fo echo Joyce, 'Romantic

Scotland' is not available yet from The Heather Societg, but David Lambie will

surely be pleased to know someone out there is that clearly improbable thing,
a heather enthusiast and a Madonna fan.

Press Release sent out by an Aberdeen based PR Company - December
2002:

New Scottish Heather Is Wedding Anniversary Gift For Madonna
Madonna and Guy Ritchie are to receive a unique wedding anniversary present

this week from the Romantic Scotland campaign, on behalf of the tourist boards of
Scotland. The couple are to be honoured by having a new Scottish heather cultivar
named 'Romantic Scotland', as a thank you to them for putting Scotland firmly on the
else who could make use of it. If anyone is interested and would like more details
please phone or email (see under Bulletin Editor, inside back cover).



VOL.6. No. 11. SPRINC 2004 THE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN

map as the most romantic place to be married. fhe Romantic Scol/andcampaign
was launched by Visitscotland and the area tourist boards of Scotland following the
Ritchie's wedding at Skibo Castle in the Highlands on 22 December 2000. Last year,
the couple were gifted a new tartan designed in their honour.

Cultivated varieties (cultivars) of heathers are derived from the wild plant and can
be found as chance seedlings in specialist nurseries, or in the wild. 'Romantic

Scotland', a new seedling shows distinct promise to become a unique new cultivar and
will be named especially for the celebrity couple by The Speyside Heather Centre on
behalf of the Romantic Scotland campaign The new heather is being nurtured prior
to registration with the National Heather Society

Betty Lambie, Partner at The Speyside Heather Centre along with her husband
David and sons Craig and lain, says: 'The heather we are naming 'Romantic Scotland'
was discovered by my husband David. We sometimes find new seedlings in our own
heather garden and David often goes wandering the hil ls especially to look for
potential new heather varieties. 'Romantic Scotland' was found in this way. 'Romantic

Scotland'wil l be a beauty and a f itt ing wedding anniversary gift for Madonna and Guy
Ri tchie."

"Scotland has so much to thank Mr. and Mrs. Ritchie for," says Fiona Jack, of the
Highlands of Scotland Tourist Board. "By choosing Scotland as their place of
marriage, they showcased Scotland's beauty and romance to the world and people
from across the globe now make their vows here. Since the campaign launch
enquiries for weddings have certainly increased f rom across the globe. The Madonna
effect continues to grow. People plan their wedding years in advance and Scotland
will benefit from our most famous Highland Wedding for many years to come. The
Speyside 'Romantic Scotland' heather is a token of our thanks to the couple and with
it goes our congratulations on their second wedding anniversary."

The Speyside Heather Centre stafl are no strangers to keeping secrets, since they
are often contacted by eloping sweethearts and asked to make them a heather
bouquet. Partner David Lambie trained at the Floyal Horticultural Society garden at
Wisley and started the Speyside Heather Centre in 1972.

"Heather is a token of love and every bride should have a wee sprig with her on
her wedding day," continues Betty Lambie. "Heather has been looked upon as a lucky
symbol in Scotland since the days of clans defending their land when it was worn as
part of the clan badge. The early Victorians popularised white heather as being lucky,
but in Scotland it 's the purple heather which symbolises the rugged beauty of our
country which is most emblematic. We export our bridal bouquets of white and purple
heather across the world."

Madonna and Guy Ritchie wil l receive a bouquet of preserved wild Speyside
heather f rom Romantic Scotland on their wedding anniversary, and wil l receive the
first 'Romantic Scotland' heather when the necessary processes are completed.

- 1 0 -
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Heather Belle
With acknowledgments to

?he [Scottishl lfercld
I tem spotted by Jean McCrindle

This wedding dress made from purple and
white heather will be unveiled at Castle Fraser
in Aberdeenshire today by tourist officials to
promote Scotland as the ideal spot for a romantic
break.

This dress, worn by Jul iet Jane Horne, a
former Miss Scotland. wi l l  be used to launch
Vis i tScot land 's  2OO4 Romant ic  Scot land
campaign  wh ich  a ims to  cash in  on  the
'Madonna effect ' .  I t  coincides with the third
Anniversary of Madonna and Guy Ritchie's
wedding at Skibo Castle, which saw a dramatic
r ise in Scotland's populari ty among tourists.

Letters from members

The Cheapest Heathers?

While on our way to see the Autumn colours at the Thorpe Perrow
Arboretum in North Yorkshire, fate had us call in at a nursery for some flowers
of sulphur for my begonia tubers. They had none, but what they did have were
heathers at 50p each! These were not straggly weed ridden pathetic examples
but well grown specimens in7-8 cm pots. They had a good range of varieties
of Ericauagans, cinerea, erigena, carneq,xdarleyensis, Doboecict, andCalluna.
Notjust the 'standard' garden centre range.

I checked with the owner, Jim Cartman, in mid December and he tells me
they are selling well, often in 5O's and l OO's - and still at SOp each. The nursery
is in Aiskew on the Bedale Road from the AI. Tel 01,677 423689

Can anyone beat this price, and why haven't the Yorkshire members told
me about it? Rita and I just couldn't help leaving with a boxful!
David Pluntridge

Free to a Good Home

Some years ago we were very fortunate to be given a Dewpoint Cabinet, by
its inventor, Socie[r member, Don Richards. For those people who don't know the
cabinet, it is probably best described as a form of mist propagation uncler glass
and is ideal for rooting most cuttings. It has done stirling work for us in the past
but is now surplus to requirements and we would like to pass it on to someone

1 1
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Daphtte Everetf

A Question from Norway

What are the definitions o[ a white heather?

Eileen Pettersen

Ecological Award for Moorland Restoration
The spring 2ooo (Volume 5, No l9) issue of the Bulletinincluded an article

about a retired owner o[ an electrical company, Mr. Martin Vallance who'

against the advice of nearly everyone he consulted, decided to buy the

shooting rights over 2OOO acres of North Yorkshire Moorland. This area.

which included the freehold of Arkleside, Hindlethwaite and west scrafton

Moors, had been seriously overgrazed for many years and was in a run-down

state. Martin decided he would start a long-term programme of revital-isation.
Martin's dedication to his project, and the success he achieved, were

rewarded on November 2O't '2OO3, when he received 2"d pize of &l,5OO, in the

Purdeg Atuards Jor Game qnd Conseruatton.
The judges stated that Mr. Vallance's restoration of 2,ooo acres of heather

moorland was consiclered to be an exceptional achievement, given its overgrazed

and run-down state when it was purchased in 1996, and was a model of good

grouse moor management. with F
results to match.

M r .  G  C  E y r e ,  w h o  i s
considered to be ProbablY the
w o r l d ' s  l e a d i n g  e x P e r t  o n
moorland restoration. wrote on
M a r t i n ' s  b e h a l f :  " . . . . H e  i s
probably the most enthusiastic
moorland manager I know, not
only does he l ive for his moor'
but is prepared to sPend money
on  expe r imen ta l  wo rk  t o
encourage habitat. He has an
area of moorland on which he
has spent a considerable amount

of time, plus approaching many Mortin Valence reteiving his 2nd prize

environmental bodies to Set6gv1ifitate from Sir Max Hastin^g,s
advice. .....His trial site wil l be a milestone for the future of habitat in that

Dales area".
Martin kept a 'diary of events' for his Heather Seeding Programme, which

clearly clemonstrates the amount of work he put into his project:

Autumn 1997 Land fenced off. All stock excluded.
Autumn 1998 A couple o[ sacks of seed harvested from Arkleside and

12
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scattered on bare places.
Defoliation by Glyphosate.
Dead foliage burned off
Heather seedpods sowed by tractor
Refined seed sowed by MFH Helicopter
Pods and part-germinated seed sowed by Argocat
Identified severe deficiency of phosphates and potash,
Applied 2 cwts/acre of 5 /24 /24 ferti l iser also 20 ba$s of
unrefined heather seed.
We now obsewe a good show of 'nurse' grasses including
war,y hair grass and cotton grass which will supply more
shelter and reduce some of the surplus moisture"
Sprayed seeded areas with Falcon selective herbicide"
This will slowly kill the grasses leaving them as a'nurse
crop' through most of the winter, then give the heather
seedlings full access to light as in Spring 2OO3.
Visit by PurdeyJudges. Best ever show of seedlings; some
quite large and lots in flower! (The little darlings).

Dec. 2OO3 FWAG Walk scheduled lor Tuesday 2O July 2OO4 - I'm
hopeful that these strong seedlings will sunrive the winter.

Although Martin's main objective was not for the benefit of heather
enthusiasts, but to create a suitable habitat for grouse rearing, a large area
of Yorkshire moorland has not only been saved, it has been vastly improved,
and he must be congratulated on his achievement.

Martin has extended an invitation to any interested members of The
Heather Societg to join the FWAG Estate Walk on 2O1h July 2004. Details of
how to book for this event will be published in the Summer Bulletin.

Entry forms for the 2OO4 Purdey Awards for Game and Conservation are
now available, tel: O2O 7499 l80l.

( 1't prize tn the Purdeg Atuards went to a couple from Kent, in recognition
oJ the conseruation toork theg haue carrted out on their Jarm ouer the last 6

aears. And 3"t prize was anuarded to the creator oJ a toetland project tn
Cambridgeshire. trd.)

Queries through our website - www.heathersociety.org
Answered by David Small

A At. you able to help me identifu a heather purchased recently from

\1ut open air market. I am a newcomer to heathers and have treen able
to iden-tily most of the one's purchased so far. However my eye was caught by
the most striking deep blue/royal purple heather at a local open air market.
It is quite bushy and in full flower at present with dark green foliage. The
vendor said it was a Winter heather ??

I The plant you have bought has been dyed. These dyed heathers
-/1come in a range of colours, blue, green, yellow and orange. They

come from a group of heathers known as bud-bloomers where the buds
never open. You wil l get colour throughout the winter, hence the vendors

Summer 1999
Autumn 1999
October 1999
Spring 20O0
June 2OOl
July 2OO2

May 20O3

Sept. 2OO3

Oct. 2OO3
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comment. However this is a late summer flowering heather known as
Callunauulgaris, the one you see typically on the moorland and heathlands
in lull f lower in August. The cultivar usually treated in this way is CaIIuna
uulgaris'Melanie'which means that if you prune off the "blue" flowers next
spring, you wil l Set bloom again in August to November but with white
flowers.

f\ Threeyears ago I read in the Danish garden periodical, that 50 mill ion
pCalluna-budbloomers were sold in Germany - each year. From this

numbE I have guessed, that more than 30O mill ion heathers are sold in
Europe each yeir. How many do you think? And how great a part of the
heathers is Daboecia.l guess 2-3o/o,but I have no relevant knowledge for that
guess"

I The number of bud-bloomers sold in Germany each year is now 60
-6,mill ion. Germany is by far the largest producer of heathers in

Europe e.g.  the UK produces about  l5  mi l l ion p lants.  I  don' t  have f igures
for other countries but I would Suess the total for Europe is nearer I OO to
150 mill ion judging by the size of nurseries elsewhere. Sadly, Daboeciais
not a popular plant with the public so I would guess that the total sold is
under 170.

/-\ I have a bed of C. v. 'Boskoop' on a steep slope (probably I in 4 or
psteeper). which wil l not hold forest bark. Moss is developing rapidly

betweEn the plants. Would you advise me to encourage this in order to keep
the ground moist underneath, or get rid of it as unwelcome competition for
soil resources?

A In view of the steep slope, it would be best to let the moss develop to
l1.stabilise the soil. Once 'Boskoop' starts to grow together, it will be too

much competit ion for the moss, which wil l start to disappear.

"Such a colour would upset your nightingales"
E Charles Nelson

I 've just been reading Graham Stuart Thomas's last book completed

shortly before he died, aged 94, in Springtime 2O03. Recollections oJ great

gardeners is a charming compilation recalling 6O-odd gardens and their

creators mainly from the mid- to late-twentieth century. While this is not a

review of the book, I thought it would be worth highlighting some heathery

aspects ol Recollecttons....
Heattrer gardens are only mentioned twice and then only in passing. The lirst

we come across is at Mark Fenwick's garden, Abbotswood. Stow-on-the-Wold (pp

I09-l l  l )- ' . . .  andthebiglestsurpriseof al l .  alargeareacoveredwithal lsorts

of heaths and heathers." That garden has a limy soil, and winter-flowering

heathers dominated. The second is'Ilninghame, East l,othian, in Scotland (pp

121-122), home of the Earl and Countess of Haddington: "l,ord Haddington had

a special penchant for heaths and heathers of all kinds and these and rhododendrons

and azaleas occupied..." one section of the garden, a place of "controlled beauty"

and roses which were Graham's principa-l love. In the pithy essays that make up
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