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March 6
March 20
March 27

May 1 or 2
May 15
June 5
June 19 -
July 1
Aug 20-23

Sept. 11

Sept. 11

\

DIARY OF EVENTS

Yorkshire Group Talk and demonstration on pruning
Heathers, Harlow Carr.

Home Counties Group Visit to Spring Park Nursery, West
Wickham

South West Group Annual indoor meeting at the
Lytchett Matravers Village Hall

North East Group Annual Outing

CLOSING DATE FOR SUMMER BULLETIN

Yorkshire Group Talk on Alpines at Harlow Carr

South West Group Return visit to Chiffchafls

North East Group Car Outing

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE Coylumbridge. Scotland

Yorkshire Group Talk on Dwarf Rhododendrons,
Harlow Carr

North East Group Annual Show

N
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International Conference
20 ~ 23 August 2004,
Hilton Hotel, Coylumbridge, Aviemore, Scotland.

Friday 20 August

Registravion froan dpm

Aster dinner ik by David Lambie of Speyside Heather Cenire on the foeal
Slorn amd fauna and thelr relationship with heather,
Saturday 21 August

Avisit o the Seottish Nattonal Heather Collection at Cherrvizank Gan

fors,

Alter huneh, o oooblsd visit o the

: Seoftishy Plant Collectors garden at
Pitheebhry,

Dinnerat lersore in the restaurant at the hotel, followed by the opportunity

SR TetS! mmw‘ "rm'x{w 1o endoy o tvpieal Seotiish Song and Dance evening,

i ¥i g 5
Surlay 22 Augosd

Avisitin fﬁ;n'vwm‘ esaher Heritage and Garden Centre mehuding the AGM
iy
Specmd Seottsh lunch

Afternonn meorind walk gnided by David Lamizie folloowed by

oy
Loch Garten 1o view nestingd osprovs,
A Thghland Banguet including piping i the haggis in Burn's swvle, [The
sis owill be o starter onlyh
Moneday 208 Augdust
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Aowisi 1o uk Drake’s nursery near Aviemaore {ollowed by huneh at the
Loch Maorlich Visitor Cenwee at the foot of the Cairngorm maountains.

;\E‘ir’r lehy oovisa 1o Glen Grant whisky distillery. This distillery has
Hent gardens fur these who do not wish to partake in the tonr, Strall
rough the delightful Vietorian Woodland Garden 1o the heather thatched
i opevilion aned tumbling waterfall bevond,

Dinner at lewsore in thwe restaurant a1 the hotel
Prresday 24 August

Conlerence oloxes alter hreakinst

Sorne attenders will be leaving on the Post Conlereniee Tour to Skye
Total cost of the Conferencee:

Frichay evening to Taesday morming £375 pec person fiwo pesple sharing),
vt single supplement. The cost includes hotel costs, buliet lunches {excep:
al Loeh Morlich Visttor Centrel, coaches including tips and all admission
charses,

Dy visitors: L42 per dav exeept Sunday, which is £57, Casts inelisive as
ahove

Post Conference Tour

Tuesday 24 August and Wednesday 25 August: Depart Coviumbridae
and travel via Fort Williaom and The Road to the Isles to Mallaig tfor the ferry
ssing o Skye. Whilst on Skye. visits to Dunvegan Castle, Tallisker Whisky
Distiliery and the Harris Centre. Appropriate sight seeing and comlort stops,

Thursday 26 August and Friday 27 August: Depart Skye via the new
bridee. Travel to Gairloeh, Avisit 1o Inverewe Gardens plus apprapriate sighi
seeing and comior! stops en route,

Saturday 28 Aagust: Depart Gairlock and return to Coviumbridee via
Inverness with sightseeing stops en route, Stops can be made gt Inverness
Adrport or raflwiny station. We will be back at Coviumbridge mid alternoen,
the Post Conference Tour: L375 per porson (iwo people
sharnngh LR single supplement. The eost inchades hotel costs, coaches
Hueluding tips) and ;ii% admission charges.

Please send booKing tee of 82 tor Mrs. A Small, Denbeish, Al Saints Rond,
Creeting St Mary, hmmz‘h, (P8 81N as soon as possible. The booking fee
covers administration costs and 18 not a depesit on the Conlerenes fee
Chiegaes should he made 1o The Heatfer Sceteny, Visa and Mastereard credin s
debit cards are also acceptable. Full pavment should be made by 31 July
2004

or

Tl coss
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From the International Heather Registrar
E. Charles Nelson {registrar@zetnet.co.uk)

As will be formatly announeed in Heathers 1 (2004], the special heather
“dencmination class” comprising the five genera Andromeda, Bruckenthalia,
Callun Hm‘ oecia and Eriea has been dismantled. Erica s now detined as
inchuding, as well as Bruckenthalin, the so-called "minor geners”, nalive in
Alrtea st on Indian Ocean islands o such as Blaeria, Exvicinella and Philippia.
Erica thus comprises nat just all the hardy heaths of northern hemisphere
crigin but also all the so-ecalled Cape heaths and their cultvvars, and all other
Erica species native in the southern hemisphere, This decision is retroactive
andis reflected in the revised edition of the fnternational Code of Nomenclature
for { dtivaced phanes (publishen! early in 20045,

What does this mean in practteal lerms? From now onwards, when
cheosing a name for 2 new cultivar, vou may select a name that is in use. or
has been used belore, within anyv of the other three genera. The striact
prohibition on the repeated use of a name within each separate genus
remains in foree, Furthermore, duplicated names that have nothutherto been
formally replaced are now acceptable

To gove a few examples, a future new cultivar of an Erca or a Daboeciiiean
now he given such a name as Golden Wedding or 'Red King even though
those numes are in use {or caliivars of Calluna and Andromeda respectively,
woaselected clone of Cadluna conld he named Celtic Snow’, already in use in
Daboecia cartabrion.

As for existing dupliciied names, the audtivar of Duboecia cantabricu
namesd ‘Haﬂf*qzsm' may retain that name although there s a cultivar of
Calliwa erdgrorts pamed Harlekin' tharlekin (Germand is deemedd to be the
sameword as harlenuin (English)) iir:‘vufgrfzr‘rlz‘s‘(‘iml:‘m'ii visan "\mhiis?mi
aame sl may be used, as may Daboecia corgabricn Cinderella

While retrpaciive. ihits ruling does not permit the restoration of such
mernes as ol rofgoris "Lomelight which has been formally renamed
Fllbroaok Limelight or Daboecie cangabrica "Sitlver Bells'. renamed
Sitversmith' inaceord with the nudes of nomenclature applicable at thag tme
Vaoabwavs, bowill e happy o advise about names, and urge anvone
propesing to name a new clone of Andromedea, Coallurve, Doaboecicoor Erica te
check ehard that the mume they wish o use is avaalable and inaccord
with the new edition of the vernationa Code of Nomenclature for Cudieated
plegrts 200040 owill take some time o revise The Heather Society’s woebsite
Hsts ol names to reflect this change.

sl
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Henry Claude Delves
1913 -2004

Claude Debves that s what he preferred to be called by s many friends, was
o e man o every wayv, He was guite alew inches over six feet tall, al the togs
of his protession, respeoted by all who met him and loved by adt who knew himy,

He dived in London close to Richmond Park buat a lot of his work was
converned with the courryside and its protection, His other inferests were

nearty all todowith the outdoors and included birds, border colliv sheep dogs
Jihzx hv;niivrs: indpors iL was music,

He beecame o omember of the Heather Society i ils inaugural vear,
Although he did not have a gavden where he eonld grow masses of heathers
atany tane of the vear it was nearly always possible to lind same heathersin
Hower. During the last vears of his He he was not able to devote as much time
as e would have Red 1o bis heathers and other outdoor activities, Until tw
vesrs age, every dav, he wandd drive into Richmons? Park wit zhnkmdu < 1ix<'
dog and stop ot one of the entrances to the Isabella Plantation and s
wonderiul heather garden. Friends would take his dog for its exereise while
hecould enfoy looking at the beathors, other plants and trees, or perhaps take
a short slow walk 1o Liw pord and its collection. of water birds, He wns o
commitier member of the Friends of Richumond Park where his knowledge of
the countryside and most things to do with it were quictly given and greatly
appreciated,

N H Groavdle

A Walk through a Life of Susie Kay

Profile of a Council Member

Hanstemd, in Surrey was the place of my birth i the second year of the
second World War 1 had one sister, who arrived four vears later, b
ched suddeniy almaost two vears a

As x(}“ foEdo not remember mueh gardening, butdid have an anele with
2 ’:w:zm il gnrden He was particalarly imterested o adpines and had climbe si

sMatterhorn in search of s precious plants. So the wadking and lookmyg

s plants must be i the genes,
o mever seen aomoeanban antl was 90 andess vou eouns Leith FlL
w%z.‘(\i‘. almesi eonnts as. with s monument, i is 1000 I The familv went on
Hdav o Norh Wales and in one week hadelimbed three proper mountains,
adl i pair of Clarks sandals. Dwas booked by these soaring lumps of rock
coveredan those litde pink flowers,

Dadidnt see any more mountams unul Dwas 130 The ehurehy vouth elub
argardsed an expe \?m viothe Lake Distriot tor aoweek s walkimg and over nighting
m Youth Hostels, This time thie et were shod a litte otter, A palr of army boots,
witlt nauds put inia the soles e give some grip, Alter the first tme of wearing my
feet did not lock very pretty argd Dhad learned some painful lessons, This irst irip
wias pure maghe, The overnight train from Baston to Windermere, Climbing

X
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Orrest Head in the earty dawn and then on w the big ones, No heathers in flower
as iU was Easter dme. but wanderful mouniain ops and ppen spaces, serenity
arud peace, This was v st ndreducdon (o Borrowdale and Us surrounding
mountains, which became my spiritual home for many years alterwards

Similar irips for the nexy five vears and each time thers were new places
anid 1re;:\ v fwh The hatelul scheol hat was felt on thie (0l paint on top of
Helvellv, probably my ondy real act of deliance in my teenage vours,

prhe age of 1O started as a puptl at Nonsuch Grammar Schooll se haad
to o the dressted “O Levels” at 15 and i vou wonder at any bad grammar in
this account. it is beeause Dlatled English and anlv managed the pass mark
At the second attempt,

Into the sixth form with not o many wleas as wowhat would dol fstarted
Botany .md /mm sy for TA Level™ One Friday night when [had no datel $reast
a ui saw a job advertised for a Student Modical Laboratory
the Group Menml Hospitad in Epsom, My Mother angd the
Headmistress were appalled when ©left scheol alter anly two terms ol "A
levels™ Dam not really a scientific person. but in these davs 1 was all "hands
ooy st jobs being v sharpen needles for the Haematology Department,
The advinees in laboratory work in the fast 5O vears have been oulstanding
there are even disposable needles now for blood taking?

A move 1o Sutton & Cheam Hospital, where 1 did the intermediaie
examinations and then to St Thomag's in Londen to work for my finals in
Haematalowy,

Creat times i London where Dmet my st husband.,

Finals done, wedding and then pregnant. Monev was very tight as the
Isband wis doing his Mechanical Engineering Finals so T worked up to the
List week of pregnaney,

Afterthiswe moved to Kerddworth, down to Bridyewater, back to Kentlworth
ard then Em;gﬁﬂ a house i Hinklev, A garden at last which had o e dug
and cleared of butlder’s rubble. Soo pregnanm for the 39 tme. 1 sel o, bin
inot remember what [ planted, Certainly there was a vegetable plot. Altey
2+ vears we moved 1o Sale, near Manchester, where | staved for nearly 30
vears, Ancther baby, so iwas pow 2 girls and 2 bovs, From Sale (Uwas easier
soovisit the Lake Distriets the M was open and “Vibram”™ soled boots had been
invented, Uhiddren were havded up mouniains, sometimes um&‘i‘img‘%*: b
they loved the camping. We went al every opportnnity, weekends, half terms
arvd main holidavs,

Phad now returned to work part-nime in the feid of Cvislogy . which was
aovery new branch of Medien! Laboratory Scienoees,

In aur very small garden T had made a e rockery, i which thers were
A bew Bits ol hieather.

My (st hiashamd dectded he preferred the eompany of inather lady, solile
wis atrithe hard fora while. When he left L gotin touch with adl the godparenis
amd one ook his doties very seriously in time we were martied and He wis
back ona better course,

Alin took readily 1o the walking, camping and vedaie growing Hle, plus we
addded the study ofwine to our inderests. We spent our honeymeon in the west

3
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rd and a new spirttual home started o appear on the horizon. We
wonh! tadk abong a second home i the countey somewhere, Alan said e had
aovision of o house with the seain sight, o mouniain at the back gawe and o

ream rurmng down the side. Bemmg a ;\i wiica! engineer. he was astonished
\\“ e we were aken o a stte where all these requiremenis were present, We
viast hadd te have that

sarticudar Hittle pleee of Ireland.
Hildren drowing up. going o universityand maintining

e e goba newselditon o the familv, s Berder Collie puyp,
war seh four legped wa I}xm;;vumgmsimn\; afthongh the kuesione
rocter of heather beds,
se i fretand was buih which meantivwas goodbye to the ‘Alkm
Botourists and cales and hello to erapty Connemara with
mtermittent eleciricity and wonderbud people

With pst under an acre and visiting only every three months, it was hard
fo kow whit 1o do with the rushes, seruh o wallow, brambles and rocks, bt
vou realiv know the story from Bere as Ddeseribed the makinmg of o ganden in
Connemarn in tast vear's Yearhook,

Fy 1908, alter T had been allowed (o take early retrement/redundaney
had the irw'e-um to spend maore tme inour holiday home in the West The
rnain part of the garden was still in s infaney, but T had been pulled towards

PO (Y

3

freathers by looking around me to see what wonld grow, A lite olue was just
pver our back wall, by a large rock there were some wild Howers, On oloser
inspection thev were Calluna eudgaris, Dabr w’i(z Erica cinerea and B tetraliy,
Al growing within g square vard, 1 they could thrive just behind our land on
the side of the Bl surely Peould grow them on my tended patch, A couple of
vears nter, we parehased the el next door and now this is home o our fragd
trees andd the vedetable garden.
Po decide, which of the elements is my main enemy. The min
which thoueh 0 daes radn a ot frere, s not as relentless as vou micgh think,
orthe wind, which can Blow Hiervely fromany directinn, The mountain behind
semakes the wind very peculiar sometimes. With the westerly wind
weosalt off the sea and this can be a real killer for all Hor So.on
oo the wind 18 the worst as the rain just leaves evervibing swimming,
st wet mueh rost, which v o bonus,

have built o reascnable collection of Eoca, g by ne means
comprenonsive. Dusaally choose varietios thoUwill grow Digand wide, inorder

tooeuver asomueh grovgud as possible inoa shon space of Lme, 1 have my
ut they do change occasionally, Forwinter, at the mument, Eriou
mi Nee fooks wonderind with s vellow fobinge aand height, and

nhurghensis "Ammeriand” with fabolows Howers and then the
glowmy sprmne Hps, Looking forward o e summer there s Callurna cudgars
Kintochruel and County Wicklow and if T was to nominate the best new
cultivar, itwould be Ericn cinerea Goldilocks™ which seems o ke my gardern,
mier heathers seem o do welll especiadly B x darleyensis hut, not
being g proper gardener, they are for the most part mixed up with the summuer
varieties, Last =summer in the feld we made a new bed devoled (o winter
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flowering heathers and they are doing very well despite the attentions of
public enemy No. 1, in the shape of the hare, closely followed by the badger
and in third place we have the dogs. Hares love young plants and they have
eaten down a tremendous number, but Ericas seem to be very resilient and
will grow back, often with a very good shape so that is often one less bit of
pruning that needs to be done.

I have tried most of the species: | suppose some of you would think that
Iamlucky as they seem to grow: Daboecia, Calluna, E. ciliaris, cinerea, tetralix,
vagans, carnea and x darleyensis, but there is a problem with fungus,
particularly with the summer flowering plants.

I was delighted to be introduced to The Heather Society by Stan Crabtree
of Eversley Nurseries. If it had not been for The Heather Society, | think I would
have given up, especially with Calluna. 1 still vividly remember my first
meeting with members of this august body, nervously standing by the Visitors
Centre in the National Park in Connemara when the field trip delegates came
trooping down from the car park. There seemed to be a lot of laughing and
talking and I thought maybe it wouldn’t be too bad as long as I didn't say
anything to reveal my total lack of knowledge.

All of the members I have met have helped improve my knowledge of Ericas,
but still I struggle. If | were to have kept arecord, I think there have been more
failures than successes, but | suppose someone has to keep the nurserymen
in business.

Then came the revelation of the Ericas of South Africa - I was hooked!, Since
1999 we have been to South Africa four times, all those beautiful flowers and
mountains as well. My own Cape Heaths are not cossetted, most of them taking
X their chances just outside the

[ back door. Some love it, but
there are others which are not
B so keen. But their companion

Ml plants of the fynbos, namely
4 Restios, seem to love life in
R Connemara, being unaffected
LT by wind or rain.
Y My garden is a rather
fll eclecticjumble of this and that,
Bl whatever will survive; which
4 perhaps echoes my life.
‘ You never know what might

beround the next corner. When
Sl we discovered our little piece of
heaven here in Connemara, we could not have imagined that there would be
an angel to go with it. Our granddaughter, Ciara, lives just down the road with
my second daughter and her partner. I hope to interest her in flora, wild and
cullivated and maybe in years to come she will tend this garden I have tried
to make.

[ might have done the digging and the stone moving, the planting and the
weeding, but without The Heather Society 1 would have put the whole lot to

-7-
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grass. It has encouraged me to read books on Erica, travel to foreign parts,
to try my hand at propagation and given me the chance to meet people who
share similar interests.

I hope | can make a contribution to The Heather Society by being on
Council.

New Heather Discovered On BBC!
E. Charles Nelson

It’s not every day that the President of the North American Heather Society
(NAHS) discovers a new heather, but to find one on the Internet is really taking
things a bit far, you’d think. But it’s true!

Ella May Wulff was surfing the web and as a consequence caused
heatherly havoc. It's a long story, a somewhat different version of which is in
the NAHS's own Heather News Quarterly — this is the expurgated version.

Ella May was trying to get some details about Speyside Heather Centre, in
preparation for the Second International Heather Conference, when she
noticed the new heather.

She’d found a web-page on which it was proclaimed that: A heather centre
in Scotland is cultivating a new variety of the plant to mark Madonna’s second
wedding anniversary. The heather, to be called Romantic Scotland, is being
grown at The Centre, Inverness-shire, and will soon be registered with the
National Heather Society.... It's believed the couple have already been sent a
sample of the plant.

Ella May promptly alerted Joyce Prothero, editor of Heather News Quarterly,
who like all editors (including Daphne!) was itching for a good story. Joyce
decided, unwisely as it turned out, to have a surf herself - snooping she called
it —and found to her delight that the heather was even mentioned on The BBC
website. You'd be forgiven if at this point you say “Well, anything on Auntie
BBC will be impeccably accurate. What’s the problem?” Wrong! The websile
was not THE BBC, but CBBC... Children’s BBC!

Joyce's discovery of the Kiddies’ BBC web-page added spice to the tale!
“Pop Queen Madonna has had a flower specially created for her”, it read - with
scant attention to accuracy. The headline date was 21 December 2002 - yes,
a whole year ago as | write this. There was a bonus, a picture, in full
technicolour, of a bouquet of heather, indubitably ling. Anyone who wishes
to see this can try typing in this URL (and good luck) - http://news.bbc.co.uk/
cbbenews /hi/music/newsid_2596000/2596875.stm.

So, believing her eyes, Joyce calmly announced that Calluna vulgaris
‘Romantic Scotland’ had been named, adding (for the benefit of North
American heather enthusiasts!) that it is “not yet available in your local
nursery”.

Meanwhile Joyce had sent me an e-mail asking if ‘Romantic Scotland’ had
indeed been registered. When the e-mail reached me in mid-October, I was
bewildered. As Registrar for The Heather Society, I had no record of this name,
yet there it was plastered all over cyberspace! “Scotland’s honour for
Madonna” proclaimed http://www.top40-charts.com (members of tender

_8-



THE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN VOL. 6. NO. 11. SPRING 2004

disposition should avoid that one). So, | wrote to Speyside Heather Centre.
For weeks there was silence, but in early December (on returning home after
a restful four weeks on my sun-lounger in Lanzarote) I found a postcard from
David Lambie on which he commented that “I only have one plant [which is]
growing in my garden. A cinerea similar to ‘Aquarel’, but I think different in
habit...”.

Oh dear! Joyce was wrong! Madonna’s “honour” was not a ling but a bell
heather — Erica cinerea ‘Romantic Scotland’ and it is now registered - no. 223
(for other details see Heathers 1 (2004)). Thanks to David Lambie I even have
specimens (these are shown in this scan) which prove the identity of
Madonna's heather.

Yet, there’s more. David Lambie’s registration
., | letter of 6 December 2003 included the pitiful
¢, comment that “I can confirm that we have had
zilch! NO requests for this cultivar whatsoever.
NO COMMERCIAL BONANZA 1 CAN ASSURE
YOU.” As for Madonna having some — not yet,
maybe in 2004 because the few cuttings still
have to be potted up. He also explained how this
whole business came about - as a tourist ploy,
‘complete with press release (which for the
thistorical record we reprint following this)}.
Meanwhile, I am puzzled. Can anyone explain
how, when every teenie-bopper in the UK knew
about Madonna'’s heather, none of the members
of The Heather Society did? And, why are none of
—_— - Madonna's fans also heather enthusiasts? The
moral 1f there is one, from this Highland fling is never jump to conclusions
based on Internet websites. Heathers, after all, don’t grow on television. And
a wee piece of gentle advice: order your ‘Romantic Scotland” NOW before
stocks are exhausted — remember the hordes who'll be attending the Second
International Heather Conference in August 2004! To echo Joyce, ‘Romantic
Scotland’ is not available yet from The Heather Society, but David Lambie will
surely be pleased to know someone out there is that clearly improbable thing,
a heather enthusiast and a Madonna fan.

% &k %k Kk k k k k k k Kk Xk k Xk k k Xk

Press Release sent out by an Aberdeen based PR Company — December
2002:
New Scottish Heather Is Wedding Anniversary Gift For Madonna

Madonna and Guy Ritchie are to receive a unique wedding anniversary present
this week from the Romantic Scotland campaign, on behalf of the tourist boards of
Scotland. The couple are to be honoured by having a new Scottish heather cultivar
named ‘Romantic Scotland’, as a thank you to them for putting Scotland firmly on the
else who could make use of it. If anyone is interested and would like more details
please phone or email (see under Bulletin Editor, inside back cover).

~9.



VOL. 6. No. 11. SPRING 2004 THE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN

map as the most romantic place to be married. The Romantic Scotland campaign
was launched by Visitscotiand and the area tourist boards of Scotland following the
Ritchie’s wedding at Skibo Castle in the Highlands on 22 December 2000. Last year,
the couple were gifted a new tartan designed in their honour.

Cultivated varieties (cultivars) of heathers are derived from the wild plant and can
be found as chance seedlings in specialist nurseries, or in the wild. ‘Romantic
Scotland’, a new seedling shows distinct promise to become a unique new cultivar and
will be named especially for the celebrity couple by The Speyside Heather Centre on
behalf of the Romantic Scotland campaign The new heather is being nurtured prior
to registration with the National Heather Society

Betty Lambie, Partner at The Speyside Heather Centre along with her husband
David and sons Craig and lain, says: ‘The heather we are naming ‘Romantic Scotland’
was discovered by my husband David. We sometimes find new seedlings in our own
heather garden and David often goes wandering the hills especially to look for
potential new heather varieties. ‘Romantic Scotland’ was found in this way. ‘Romantic
Scotland’ will be a beauty and a fitting wedding anniversary gift for Madonna and Guy
Ritchie.”

“Scotland has so much to thank Mr. and Mrs. Ritchie for,” says Fiona Jack, of the
Highlands of Scotland Tourist Board. “By choosing Scotland as their place of
marriage, they showcased Scotland’s beauty and romance to the world and people
from across the globe now make their vows here. Since the campaign launch
enquiries for weddings have certainly increased from across the globe. The Madonna
effect continues to grow. People plan their wedding years in advance and Scotland
will benefit from our most famous Highland Wedding for many years to come. The
Speyside ‘Romantic Scotland’ heather is a token of our thanks to the couple and with
it goes our congratulations on their second wedding anniversary.”

The Speyside Heather Centre staff are no strangers to keeping secrets, since they
are often contacted by eloping sweethearts and asked to make them a heather
bouquet. Partner David Lambie trained at the Royal Horticultural Society garden at
Wisley and started the Speyside Heather Centre in 1972.

“Heather is a token of love and every bride should have a wee sprig with her on
her wedding day,” continues Betty Lambie. “Heather has been looked upon as alucky
symbol in Scotland since the days of clans defending their land when it was worn as
part of the clan badge. The early Victorians popularised white heather as being lucky,
but in Scotland it's the purple heather which symbolises the rugged beauty of our
country which is most emblematic. We export our bridal bouquets of white and purple
heather across the world.”

Madonna and Guy Ritchie will receive a bouquet of preserved wild Speyside
heather from Romantic Scotland on their wedding anniversary, and will receive the
first ‘Romantic Scotland’ heather when the necessary processes are completed.
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And, just to add to the Madonna Saga:

Heather Belle
With acknowledgments to
The [Scottish] Herald
Item spotted by Jean McCrindle

This wedding dress made from purple and
1 white heather will be unveiled at Castle Fraser
n Aberdeenshire today by tourist officials to
§ promote Scotland as the ideal spot for aromantic
4 break.

This dress, worn by Juliet Jane Horne, a
former Miss Scotland. will be used to launch
VisitScotland’s 2004 Romantic Scotland
campaign which aims to cash in on the
‘Madonna effect’. It coincides with the third
Anniversary of Madonna and Guy Ritchie’s
wedding at Skibo Castle, which saw a dramatic
rise in Scotland’s popularity among tourists.

Letters from members

The Cheapest Heathers?

While on our way to see the Autumn colours at the Thorpe Perrow
Arboretum in North Yorkshire, fate had us call in at a nursery for some flowers
of sulphur for my begonia tubers. They had none, but what they did have were
heathers at 50p each! These were not straggly weed ridden pathetic examples
but well grown specimens in 7-8 cm pots. They had a good range of varieties
of Ericavagans, cinerea, erigena, carnea, xdarleyensis, Daboecia, and Calluna.
Not just the ‘standard’ garden centre range.

I checked with the owner, Jim Cartman, in mid December and he tells me
they are selling well, often in 50’s and 100’s - and still at 50p each. The nursery
is in Aiskew on the Bedale Road from the Al. Tel: 01677 423689.

Can anyone beat this price, and why haven't the Yorkshire members told
me about it? Rita and [ just couldn’t help leaving with a boxful!

David Plumridge

Free to a Good Home

Some years ago we were very fortunate to be given a Dewpoint Cabinet, by
its inventor, Society member, Don Richards. For those people who don't know the
cabinet, it is probably best described as a form of mist propagation under glass
and is ideal for rooting most cuttings. It has done stirling work for us in the past
but is now surplus to requirements and we would like to pass it on (o someone

11 -
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Daphne Everett
A Question from Norway

What are the definitions of a white heather?
Eileen Pettersen

Ecological Award for Moorland Restoration

The Spring 2000 (Volume 5, No 19) issue of the Bulletinincluded an article
about a retired owner of an electrical company, Mr. Martin Vallance who.,
against the advice of nearly everyone he consulted, decided to buy the
shooting rights over 2000 acres of North Yorkshire Moorland. This area,
which included the freehold of Arkleside, Hindlethwaite and West Scrafton
Moors. had been seriously overgrazed for many years and was in a run-down
state. Martin decided he would start a long-lerm programme of revital-isation.

Martin’s dedication to his project, and the success he achieved, were
rewarded on November 20" 2003. when he received 2" prize of £1,500, in the
Purdey Awards for Game and Conservation.

The judges stated that Mr. Vallance's restoration of 2,000 acres of heather
moorland was considered to be an exceptional achievement, given its overgrazed
and run-down state when it was purchased in 1996, and was a model of good

grouse moor management, with ‘
results to match. !

Mr. G C Eyre, who is
considered to be probably the
world's leading expert on|
moorland restoration. wrote on ‘
Martin's behalf: “....He is
probably the most enthusiastic
moorland manager I know, not
only does he live for his moor,
but is prepared to spend money &
on experimental work to |
encourage habitat. He has an
area of moorland on which he
has spent a considerable amount
of time. plus approaching manyMartin Valence receiving his 2nd prize
environmental bodies to gelcerrificate from Sir Max Hastings
advice. ..... His trial site will be a milestone for the future of habitat in that
Dales area”.

Martin kept a ‘diary of events’ for his Heather Seeding Programme, which
clearly demonstrates the amount of work he put into his project:

Autumn 1997 Land fenced off. All stock excluded.

Autumn 1998 A couple of sacks of seed harvested from Arkleside and

S12-
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scattered on bare places.

Summer 1999 Defoliation by Glyphosate.

Autumn 1999 Dead foliage burned off

October 1999 Heather seedpods sowed by tractor

Spring 2000  Refined seed sowed by MFH Helicopter

June 2001 Pods and part-germinated seed sowed by Argocat

July 2002 Identified severe deficiency of phosphates and potash.
Applied 2 cwis/acre of 5/24/24 fertiliser also 20 bags of
unrefined heather seed.

May 2003 We now observe a good show of ‘nurse’ grasses including
wavy hair grass and cotton grass which will supply more
shelter and reduce some of the surplus moisture.

Sept. 2003 Sprayed seeded areas with Falcon selective herbicide.
This will slowly Kill the grasses leaving them as a ‘nurse
crop’ through most of the winter, then give the heather
seedlings full access to light as in Spring 2003.

Oct. 2003 Visit by Purdey Judges. Best ever show of seedlings: some
quite large and lots in flower! (The little darlings).
Dec. 2003 FWAG Walk scheduled for Tuesday 20 July 2004 - I'm

hopeful that these strong seedlings will survive the winter.

Although Martin's main objective was not for the benefit of heather
enthusiasts, but to create a suitable habitat for grouse rearing, a large area
of Yorkshire moorland has not only been saved, it has been vastly improved,
and he must be congratulated on his achievement.

Martin has extended an invitation to any interested members of The
Heather Society to join the FWAG Estate Walk on 20" July 2004. Details of
how to book for this event will be published in the Summer Bulletin.

Entry forms for the 2004 Purdey Awards for Game and Conservation are
now available, tel: 020 7499 1801.

(1% prize in the Purdey Awards went to a couple from Kent, in recognition
of the conservation work they have carried out on their farm over the last 6
years. And 3 prize was awarded to the creator of a wetland project in
Cambridgeshire. Ed.)

Queries through our website — www.heathersociety.org

Answered by David Small

Are you able to help me identify a heather purchased recently from

an open air market. [ am a newcomer to heathers and have been able
to identify most of the one’s purchased so far. However my eye was caught by
the most striking deep blue/royal purple heather at a local open air market.
It is quite bushy and in full flower at present with dark green foliage. The
vendor said it was a Winter heather ??

The plant you have bought has been dyed. These dyed heathers

come in a range of colours, blue, green, yellow and orange. They
come from a group of heathers known as bud-bloomers where the buds
never open. You will get colour throughout the winter, hence the vendors
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comment. However this is a late summer flowering heather known as
Calluna vulgaris, the one you see typically on the moorland and heathlands
in full flower in August. The cultivar usually treated in this way is Calluna
vulgaris ‘Melanie’ which means that if you prune off the “blue” flowers next
spring, you will get bloom again in August to November but with white
flowers.

Three years ago I read in the Danish garden periodical. that 50 million

Calluna-budbloomers were sold in Germany - each year. From this
number | have guessed, that more than 300 million heathers are sold in
Europe each year. How many do you think? And how great a part of the
heathers is Daboecia. | guess 2-3%, but I have no relevant knowledge for that
guess.

The number of bud-bloomers sold in Germany each year is now 60

million. Germany is by far the largest producer of heathers in
Europe e.g. the UK produces about 15 million plants. I don’t have figures
for other countries but I would guess the total for Europe is nearer 100 to
150 million judging by the size of nurseries elsewhere. Sadly, Daboecia is
not a popular plant with the public so I would guess that the total sold is
under 1%.

I have a bed of C. v. ‘Boskoop’ on a steep slope (probably 1 in 4 or

steeper), which will not hold forest bark. Moss is developing rapidly
between the plants. Would you advise me to encourage this in order to keep
the ground moist underneath, or get rid of it as unwelcome competition for
soil resources?

In view of the steep slope, it would be best to let the moss develop to

stabilise the soil. Once ‘Boskoop’ starts to grow together, it will be too
much competition for the moss, which will start to disappear.

“Such a colour would upset your nightingales”
E Charles Nelson

I've just been reading Graham Stuart Thomas's last book completed
shortly before he died, aged 94, in Springtime 2003. Recollections of great
gardeners is a charming compilation recalling 60-odd gardens and their
creators mainly from the mid- to late-twentieth century. While this is not a
review of the book, I thought it would be worth highlighting some heathery
aspects of Recollections....

Heather gardens are only mentioned twice and then only in passing. The first
we come across is at Mark Fenwick’s garden, Abbotswood. Stow-on-the-Wold (pp
109—111)—*... and the biggest surprise of all. a large area covered with all sorts
of heaths and heathers.” That garden has a limy soil, and winter-flowering
heathers dominated. The second is Tyninghame, East Lothian, in Scotland (pp
121—122), home of the Earl and Countess of Haddington: “Lord Haddington had
aspecial penchant for heaths and heathers of all kinds and these and rhododendrons
and azaleas occupied...” one section of the garden, a place of “controlled beauty”
and roses which were Graham's principal love. In the pithy essays that make up

-14-
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Group News

Yorkshire

OnSatarday, Bih March 2004 a1 2. 30 pim, Dshall give sondk and demonstmtion
o pruning Heathers, in the Study Centre ]§ wlow Carr. We feelitis tme 1o et
down Lo grass roats as I were, {or some newer members,

We shall hove a visit to Wenmtworth Castle Gardens it Harnslev [/ Wakefield,
probabdy in late May or early June, then we shall have another alk on Alpties
 Harlow Care on Saturday, 59 Jdune.,

Thesmeeting ot 230 po on Satarday, 11U September i the Stody Centre at
Harlow Carrwili e on Dwar! Bhododerdrons, This is bee nzwinr‘wgt*‘ Peoter
Bland is away collecting spechmens at more approprinte tmes of the vear, The
reserve topie s Cother Ericoreons planes”

As the heather conent s xm;ah wer intend (o have 1O minuies el session
on Theathers” as well as the main ik Jean Jolian

North East

‘;\‘a‘f‘“} ovedavery plessant evening on Novermber 7ih wher we Beld oour A6 M.

snwemnhers atiemle f“md the business wis corcdueted xrmwi\im mannerwhen
rs*;:u"fﬁ aregivens on the vears activities suid linancial matters, and these were ol
shown 1o be i a healihy staie, Members of Uie ro iring Commd i eoowere atl dnly
reelected Yeragaint and the evening eonchuden! with cur Faith 8o ;‘13 erand shide
~Imw-, Ron Elder gave us an execellent show on Mxmumd arnd I Save QN o our

s

henther outings amnd various gardens we have visiied during Hu VLT
e 1o sensonad covsghs md olds we were ot alde 1o Tave o meen
Chiristmas 1o disouss Duny i}/.im and venues for the now season, so in the
menntime. Lam aiving proposed dates so tut sthese can be kept free and noed
in voeur diaries, .\ newsletior will be sent g aacer date with il intormation et
ANNUAL OUTING Sar May 131 OR Sun. Mav 2nd, 200
CAR OUTING Thursday, July st
ANNUAL SHOW Savarday. September 1h,

1
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A ML Diie 1o be dectded.

Al the mux o writing the winter has brought ne problems and the hennhers
are beginning 1o show colovr. Hopmg we hoave another goad swunmer | winty
evervane g stceessiud gardening vear

Devothy M Warner

ing of the Home Counties Group was held on Satarday 18" Ootaber at
v odnrslens, IT members met on a fine and sonny day at 1100
ceeedled 1o the Henther Gardens which, while obvionsly sutfering the
of the ot summer, locked remarkab I\‘ m saed fn the circumstances, Aller
himeh we grethered in the Garden Hall at o hi iside Events Centre "hr atalk by
eter Fedleonn Bditor, Daphnwe Evereu ol The Garden ai The Bannad, Herelordshire
this beautiful garden hins been visited i)x many members over zm VOIS,
) sk epstitled s there Lile alier Emm“(}w\ Sewis very informative and
‘ ¢1”<5 certainly proved that althonuh Enca camea "King George bas
cimble and roewasrding plant there are many neweamers to challenge
fis ;}i;il‘i’ in E}‘.\' hesher hierarehy.
The cnstonary table show ok place during the afternonn and (he winners
s the classes were as follows:
1 Best fower arrangement ut which heathers predominate [Tarpin Trophyt
Aiis
21 Best vase of hardy heather in fower single variety - Dierek Millis [Silver/
Coreyv Calluna culgarts WJarn Dekker?
Sl Hestvise ni Ena;i&”zvrch(mm for foliage - Pan Millis {Encax veitclug Gold Tips
As can be seon. it was a family alfadr With no other competitors, members
were asked o vote by a show of hands who were the class winners and it gave
e great pleasure o receive the Turpin Trephy from Pam {"z previous winner} -
weoare now speaking again ! but please for the sake of Ll harmony conld we
hove some competition st the next Wisley meeting on 25 Septer uher 2004
fletuls i the next i vlleting
This vears progranme will commenoe on Saturday 20 March with avisit o
Sprind Park ‘\urw v, West Wickinum, Kent, We will meet for loneh at mud day at
The | »M{ a4y the village of Ottord tust nerth of Sevenoaks. Joming us there will be
»r:z‘w Park Nursesy, el Fite Barle, Prior to visiting the nursery
Bort visit to Secwety member Erie Davis's Q;miw} in Chislehurst in
Im;\ phanting of the Socieiy's recommended !<:§: OO "1( athers,
. :":x Sursery s arhvertised m the Brdledn and Dwontd arge members
seelientwel it which s www Springpe xrk*mr\;mfy (‘m,nnwrwr'zdkm
Vi <;'1 i Wiy, West Wiekbim, Kent BRE 9LR for a copy of their
catadogie, Ina i/‘izi( w1t what s currentdy shown by ‘m Ang Park Nurservan thelr
catalogue or website, they have recently taken delivery of many attractive matars
architerinral tvpe contfers i many Dliagde colours,
Please advise me s vousintersd joining us for this visit by Saturrlay | “3“ Mureh
o latest - rolephorie: U142 254880, eomails Derek Millisacarediree net
Gt von do net wish te o meet o funeln Twill semed detadls on how to find both

SRS G OO0

Diereds Millis
South West

Lo Tarite Phas SWonews during this third weekend of this new vear. we have
experenced wet and windy weather during the first hall of January but with few

bin
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frosts. Howsver there hasn't been suificient min for hv bottom of the garden o
merge with the adjacent river us it did on New Years Diay fn 20000 Dniring the past
e menths Fregret that Thave been nmable to pad as mueh tme e my soetden

3 my garden coriandy

i
= Dwondd have wished (o do and the eurrent appearanee of 1
it‘?n cis that sthuation, Hardly an ex unp e that o Group Organiser Iini’lz! b
setind, With thonghis of %* ter weather and longer davs 1o com s please fiyud
Below a deseription of cach of Lhe first two meetings of 2004 the content of which
hope vouswall find ol in i**’"f stoUircnmstances permitting, the infention is to ha
one mere meeting in September and that will be deseribed i the next Bullenn
nd i the cirevlar,

Saturday 27th March This will be the annual indoor meeting n the L
Matravers Village Hall in Dorser. Members should meet a0 e hall rom i,« :
20U s start, During the first heur ol the affernooun we will Fuove a talk 1)

Hd trehds of the Countrvside” givent by alocad Orchid expery hmm Grier. Far
thise of vorr who are interested in wild Qowers and as Heather SrOWOTS Wy
obviotsiv are !} wn this talk is o must Roger s the Chairman of h( Test Vallew
st!zr moctetyand he delivers avery entertaining ik with exeeliont slicdes. Ay

Ty

H
s
B

the talk we will have cur usual chanee (o lave g chal over 1o el (:]R Ctherse
k\ii] also be the two elass Table Shows

Class 1. A vase or bow! of heathers i bloom,

Class 2 A vase or bowl ol hieathers shown for foliage eficet

1R
Prives will he awarded and the Burfiu Bowl feurrentdy held %,\ Anne Pringled
witl be awarded o the exhibitor with the most points overall, Lvtehets Matraers
s osibuated siomiles from Pocle and one mile west of the Poolke Blandiord roadd,
The Village Hall is on the west side of the High Sirpet, past north of the Rose and
Urowrs Inn. Ample parking is available adjcent o the hall in front of the plaving
felds A charge ol £2.50 per head will be made to cover the hall hire and the other
CRDCTIBES,
Saturday 19th June - Tius will be a return visit o the prvate gariden of
hitfelndis ot Bourton n Dorset. This garden is normally opery ander the
\ wional Gardens Scheme bt Mr. and Mes, Poos who own Lthe ;umivzz have
Rirwliv invied us back 1o view their “garden for all seasons”. We visited this
garderr on alovely davan ’»E‘w 199 and so on this oorastion we will i,::’ SO
e sarden amenth on in the season. The garden s desenbed as baving oo
e zs sty pl mis ,"z’lfzs, shrihsandahe r!mw ous border and alse awondland
‘»k“h:\ The garden. adtheugh 1 Dorset, sits more or less on the intersertion of
the three counties of Dorset, Wiltshire and Seme reetand has very good views
across the Bilie E\.mssr Vil The garden is a1 Chatlevimoor jnst west of Bourton
and s on the north side ol the AZ08, Leave the AZ03 a1 the juncion signposied
Hrgham and Bourton at the west ened of Bourton, Members should meet at
Loan the car park of the garden, The garden has a small nuesery and
e wz]i beavailable at aﬁlm ned of the afternoon. There will e o charge
‘ } xm ST

733
s
}x

m!um:‘mnn D1y \hv meetings desertberd can e obbaned by sendin 2
; \X!Q s al vonr eariiest convenience, I yvon mn‘mﬁ fooremne 1o any of the

: g then bwonld be grnteiul liw*mnulu[mg TOre zzmii'zwziénml !Hc!(;w
betore e Reeting ITEL 023 8088 4366 £-MAIL: plovierdsupanct.eoml, [insh
this report by thanking von all for yaar snpport during 2003 and | huspe for vony

hinued support during 2004

Jaogner
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NEW MEMBERS IN 2003
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
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Talaton Plants

HEATHER PLUGS

Two sizes available by mail o
1.8cm for growing ¢n from 12p each
35 cmcan be planted cut from 2
Over 80 vaneties always in stock - 150 varieties grown
Finished plants avaiiabie 1o collect
Visils welcome by appomtment

Talaton Plants
Talaton, Exeter,
Devon EX3 25D

Phone/Fax: 01484 823185
adampowell2 4 btonenwaorld.com

o Brogvewivh, Birmingham, 82400830
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CPHB 20A

Conrrie Muorend, Sot
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Proprscaors: Fleaine O Navidsan and Joho S Prariedson, BBy Hons B .

thy Peautiul Perthshie oo m‘la‘x«scﬁ

Ciradhisenal Heathor S

Clone sl et oy
N ofammdy e basaness oaablished o dgvoservimy e wholesale and
et market and poodiomz o quadity plani s very compeiin e price
B we throngh the hearher parden = Wk arowused the Yarsery

Ahyer LHEdiferent varietios avartable

Open 7 days - 10am. -5 p.m.

SYour Nursery could have had its
name JUST HERE
It still can for the next ‘Bulletin
Write for elz:e';:z}z{ members rates
to: David Small
Denbeigh, AUl Saints Road, Creeting St. Mary
Ipswich, Suffolk I'Pe &7

SPRING PARK NURSERY

Suppirers of fop guabity Heathers and Conters by mald order
sVintors welcime by prioe appominent onlys
Wholesate and real wolcome - po erder oo smali
Orver 100 itterent varettes v adable tncluding many granted AGM awards
Winter, summer abl seasons and starter coffections of Hoeatbers,
Ao plaesand rare vanehios al Comprtiine prives,
New Comfor vareties for 2004 adso i stock
Fio rree catadegue and fatest Comder stock Tist phone or sond detasds te
TOWhadhamd Wav, Wost Wie Hl unL Kent BR42LR
s vl out wioh s i .
Phone 020 8777 3161 Fax 020 8315 9095
SR \;ﬂmm\pri:zgp;u‘kmu‘wr}.cv,nk
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Society's Website: www.heathersociety.org.uk

Chairman & Policy matters, major events etc.

Steering Mr. A.J. Stow, Widmour, Limmer Lane. High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire,

Committee HP12 4QR. e-mail: ajs@widmour.freeserve.co.uk Tel: (01494) 449397

Treasurer Mr. P.L. Joyner. 84 Kinross Road, Rushington. Totton. Southampton, Hampshire,
SO4 4BN. e-mail: pjoyner@supanet.com Tel: (02380) 864336

Secretary & Council Matters/Hire of slides
Slide Librarian Mrs. J. Julian, "Matchams", Main Street, Askham Richard, York, YO23 3PT.
e-mail: jeanjulian@zetnet.co.uk Tel: (01904) 707316

Yearbook Editor Articles for the Yearbook / Naming of Heathers
& Registrar Dr. E.C. Nelson, Tippitiwitchet Cottage, Hall Road, Outwell, Wisbech PE14 8PE.
e-mail: registrar@zetnet.co.uk

Tel: (01945) 773057 FAX: (01945) 774077
Bulletin Editor & Notes, articles for the Bulletin and Technical Matters
Technical Mrs. D. Everett, The Bannut. Bringsty, Herefordshire, WR6 STA.
Committee e-mail: everettbannut@zetnet.co.uk

Tel: (01885) 482206 FAX: (01885) 482206
Advertising Adverts, advertising rates etc. for the Bulletin

Mr. D. Small - details as Plant Sales & Website

Administrator  Membership, Subscriptions, Orders for publications etc.
Mrs. A. Small, Denbeigh, All Saints Road. Creeting St. Mary, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP6 8PJ.
e-muail: heathers@zetnet.co.uk

Tel: (01449) 711220 FAX: (01449) 711220
Conference Mrs. S. Kay, Letterhgesh East, Renville, Co. Galway, Eire
Manager e-muil: susick @gofree.indigo.ie  Tel: 00353 95 43575
Plant Sales Mr. D. Small, Denbeigh, All Saints Road, Creeting St. Mary, Ipswich. Suffolk, IP6 8PJ.
& Website e-mail: heathers@zetnet.co.uk

Tel: (01449) 711220 FAX: (01449) 711220

Group Organisers (Remember, you will be very welcome at any local meeting or visit!)

East Midlands  Mr. A. Hall. 10. Upper Green, Nanpantan, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3SG.

e-mail: halla@caredfree.net Tel: 01509 238923
North East Mrs. D. M. Warner, Littlecroft, Click-em-in, Ponteland, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
NE20 9BQ. Tel: (01661) 823299

Home Counties Mr. D. Millis. 18, The Horseshoe. Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP3 8QW
e-muail: Derek.Millis@caredfree.net Tel: (01442) 254880

South West Mr. P.L. Joyner, 84 Kinross Road, Rushington, Totton, Southampton, Hampshire,
SO4 4BN. e-muail: pjoyner@supanet.com Tel: (02380) 864336
Yorkshire Dr. J. Griffiths, 9, Ashlea Close. Leeds, West Yorkshire. LS25 1JX.

Tel: (01132) 863349
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