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DIARY OF EVENTS

July 6 North East Group Bide-a-Wee Garden near Morpeth

SEFT 9 -I2 ANNUALCONFERENCE BOTIRNEMOUT}I

September 1O North East Group Anrrual Show, Ponteland,

September 15 CLOSING DATE FORAUTLIMN BULLETIN

September 17 Yorkshire Group Talk at Harlow Carr

September 17 EastMidlandsGroup GardenVisit- Ravenshead

October I Home Counties Group Talk & Competitions Wisley

October 28 North East Group A.G.M at Ponteland, 2.3opm



I 'FIE I]EA]' I IER SOCIETY BUI,LEl ' IN vol_. 6. NO. 15. SUMMER 2005

A I legistered Char i ty  No. 261407

Ecl i tor :  Daphne Everet t ,  The Barrnut ,  Br ingsty,  Herelordshire,  WR6 5TA.
Telepho.e/Fa_x:  O l  gB5 4g2206 e_'ra i l :  eveiet tbannut@zetnet .co.*

(lover illustration Erico cilinris by Brita Johannson
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The 2oo5 Annuar-Gathering of The Heather society
34th Annual conference, s-ptember gth - Lzt' 2oos

Russell Court Hotel, Bournemouth
l( 's not l.nfl now ro the conlerence in Bournernouth, we think we have agood.prograrnme for yoll, ,so htrrqr rrp ar.rcl make your reservation if you haverto( zrlrearly rlone so. It wil l be a great weekencl with lots to see and do and lots

lu,:?inv 
lJournemouth is a vibrant, brrstl ing city as well as a traditional

l ro l l ( lav resor t .
cioocl shopping is a short walk from the hotel and there are many otherattractions within the city and its environs" Bournemouth has good rail l inksancl zrn inter.alional airport, boilr with easy access to the hotel.
Tlre conlcrence gives you the opportunity to see Enca cilictri,sin the wild.Arcl very inrp.rtantly the cl'rance to catch up with olcl friends and hopefullyr'ake .ew ones. clisc'ss all aspects o[ our ]rnca world and find the solutionto that problem that has been niggling you for a lonS time.
If yor.r l-rave never been to i lre co'feience belore,-why not join us, meetsor'e of the narnes you see in the b,i letin ancl take a -o.e .cti,o'e f art in your

Society. You wil l be very welcome"
Progralnnle
Frlday, 9th September
4.OO p.nr" Registration & aflcrnoon tea.
t i .  l 5  p . rn .  Ba r  o l ren .
7.O0 p.nr .  Dinner"
B'30 p.rn. conference openerl by our chairrnan, Arnold stow, followed

by a l.alk fro_m profcssor, Nigel Webb on the..Ocolog, of
I Ieatl 'r lands'

9.30 p. r r r .  Bar  open

l -
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Saturday lOth September
B.OO a.m. Breakfast.
9.15 a.m. Leave by coach for the Arne peninsular. professor Nigel weblr

wil l  lead us on a short ranrble across the heathland in a searcl-r
for E. ci l ians.

On arrival at Arne, coffee will be availaltle ltom flirsks.
12 .3O p .m.  P icn ic  Lunch and t rave l  to  Compton Acres  v ia  "The

Sanclbanks Ferry" across the entrance to Poole I lar l tour.
2 p.m. Arr ive at 'Compton Acres',  a lO acre garden, overlooking poole

Harbour. The garden is lzr id orrt  in a series of "roorns", 
each

presenting a cl i f l -erent slyle ancl includes a Scott ish I lealher Dell .
The visi t  wi l l  be lead by the crrralor, slart ing with an inlroductory talk.

There are two motorisecl brrggies avai lalt le lbr hire.
Refreshments avai lable al cafe, own cosls

5 .  p .m.  Coach re tu rns  to  Russe l l  Cor r r t  I lo le l .
6 .  l5  p .m.  Bar  open.
7 .OO p .m.  D inner .
8.3O p.m. David Bclge, newly re,electecl to Corrnci l  and a healner

nurseryman, wil l  give a talk on his 'Top Twenly I{ea{hers for
the Garden'.
David wil l  also be avai lalt le to answer orrestions.

Sunday 1lth September
8.OO a.m. Breakfast..
9 .OO a .m.  The A.G.M.
IO.OO a .m.  Cof fee .
lO.30 a.m. Leave by coach lbr Forest Edge Nurseries. Sitrrated near

Ringwood, Hampshire
David trdge wil l  give al l  members the opportunity for
propagatlon of some ol ' the cult ivars avai lable on his cxrenslve
l ist.  You wil l  be alt le to wander around David's t trnnels ancl
see his col lect ion ol 'Cape Heaths.
Picnic lunch.

1.OO p.m. Leave by coach for lhe worlcl  famous 'Hi l l ier 's Gardens',  at
Romsey, Hampshire.

2.oo p.m. These gardens hoki the greatest col lect ion of lrees ancl shnrbs
in the world, more than l2,SOO di l ' ferent tvpes.

we wil l  be welcomed by a member of staff  ancl after an-introcluctorv talk.
we shal l  tour the garclens. Wheelchairs ancl buggies aie
available. Refreshr-nents available at cal'e, own costs

5.OO p.m. Depart by coach for the Rrrssel l  Corrrt  Flotel.
6 . I 5  p . m .  B a r  o p e n .
7 .OO p .m.  D inner .
8.3O p.m. Open Fonrm ancl Plant sale. your chance to r l iscuss any

problems or queries you may have associated with heafhers
and The Hectl lrcr Socielg ancl lo perhaps get hold of plants not
easi ly found in the garclen centres.

9 .30  p .m.  Bar  Open.
Monday 12th September
8.OO a.m. Breakfast.
9 .30  a .m.  Depar t  the  Russe l l  Cor r r t  Hote l .

- 2 -
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The t irnes in the above prograrnrne may be sr]bject to amendment and the
tinring of the group photograph wil l  be announced during the conference.

Cost of the Conference
Resiclent, for the whole weekencl.
Resiclent, leaving Sunclay afternoon
Resident, leaving after Sunclay cl inncr
There is a single person supplenrent of
Non-Resident, Friday evening

Saturday: all clay f,54
exc lu r l i nq  d inne r  C34

Sunclay: al l  clay s54
excltrding cl inner 934

I '-or non-resiclents, Friclay evening includes afternoon tea and dinner. The
Satrrrclay and Sunday rate includes the visi ts, lunch and dinner"

Accomrnoclat ion has been arrangerl at the Russell  court Hotel.  The hotel
is in the centre of Bournemouth. Al l  the rooms have TV's, telephones, radio
alzrnns ancl hospitality trays. A lifl serves all floors and the hotel is patrolled
by a night porter.

tsookings rnay be rnade by sen<ling t2.OO (per mail ing) to Mrs. Anne Small ,
at Denbcigh, Al l  Saints Roacl, Creeting St. Mary, Ipswich, Suffolk, Ip6 gpJ.

Chcques lbr the booking fce and the Conference should be made payable
to Tlre l{ecillrcr socretrT, the booking I'ee is non-returnable and is not a deposit
on the cost of the conferencc. Please note that the latest date for ful l  payment
i s  7 t r ' J u l y  2 0 0 5 .

Mernlters are rerninclecl l.hat payrnent by VISA or MASTERCARD credit/
debit carcls is acceptable. Pleasc incl icate when paying your fee to Anne small
r.vhether you wish to have a clouble, twin or single room.

Prel irninary reservations have been made for B double en-suite rooms, g
lwin en-suite rooms ancl 9 sir-rglc en-suite rooms. I f  al l  these rooms are taken,
then there rnay be lhe possibi l i ty of booking more rooms, otherwise subsequent
bookings wil l  be accepted as day visi tors and those persons wil l  be asked to
nrake their own becl & breakfast accommodation arrangements. In this case
the teleplrone nrrnrber of thc area's Tourist Infonnation off ice wil l  be given to
aid Becl & Breaklast enquir ies. A cost per ni9ht for the use of the hotel around
the conference wee k-encl rnay be obtained from Susie Kay, who wil l  be pleased
to ansrver any qtreries relat ing to the 2OO5 Conlerence (Tel: 00353 SS 4SSZS,
e nrai l :  susiek@gofree.incl igo.ie)

This year we are running a nrini plant sale. The theme being:

S218 (per person sharing)
Sl68 (per person sharing)
tlBT (per person sharing)
s'7.50 per night
f,26

have you plants of an old cultivar, which is no
longer available in garden centres?
have you a new cr.rltivar which is not yet available

Sornething old:

Sornetl-r ing new:
i n  qa r r l en  cc r r l r es .

Sonrcthing borrowerl: cl id a lriend pass you a cutting and have you
rootecl cuttings available to bring?

Never sornething blue: i.e. nol painted heathers, butanyrooted cuttings
that are surplus to your requirements.

Plensc bc nurturing one or two plants to bring with you (9cm pots

3 -
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preferred)
Proceeds to Heather Society Funcls.
This year our Conference is being helcl in Bournemouth - a vibrant,

bustl ing city as well  as a trercl i t ional hol iday resort.  Good shopping is a short
walk from the hotel and there are lnany other attract ions wilhin the city ancl
i ts environs. Bournemouth has good rai l  l inks ancl an international airporl  ,
both with easy access to the hotel.

The Conference gives you the opportunity to see Encn ctlfans ancl Erica x
uratsoni i  in the wild. Also, very imltortantly, i t .  gives members the chance to
catch up with old fr iencls ancl hopefl l ly make new ones, disctrss al l  aspects
of our Ericaworld, and f ind the solut ion 1o that prolt lem (hat has been niggl ing
you for a long t ime.

If  you have never been to the Conlerence l tefore, why not join us, meet
some of the names you see in the Brrl lel in and take a more active part in yorrr
Society. You will be very welcome.

Planting Designs
Arnold Stow (Chairman)

I was very interesled in the article in 1.he 2O05 Year Boolcby Colin Rogers,
on planting designs.

We all start with an idea of what plants ancl wl.rat ell'ect we want to crea{e
and my own experience mirrors that of the incumbent of trbenezer Chapel.
Apart lrom year round colortr one hars to take into account that, say for
instanceyou plant Calhurawith Ericac.arneain the same bed, the elfect of the
carnea in flower suffers from the mostly clrab fbliage of the Callrrncr. I know
there are exceptions, but one only has to visit the Wisley collection in the
winter to see what I mean. Fortunately it does not happen in reverse, as in the
summer the collection is a joy to behokl, the fresh lbliage ancl the emerging
cdrnee buds setting off the flowers of the Callunn and cinerea. Afler many
years I now lean towards single season beds and one reason is that ol 'pruning
- so much easier to prune this way.

I usually prLlne the summer l lowers in Febntary, but it is so easy to
decapitate the winter f lowerers if, as is norrnally lhe case, the plants
intermingle. Then in late April/May i1 is t ime to pnrne off the l irdinS winler
flowers and you invariably nip off some young shoots ol lhe summer plants.
Not a tragedy I hasten to aclrl, but you see my point.

On one occasion whilst pruning in the spring I completely removed every
single flower of a prizecl E. tntbellata. just as it was altotrt 1o regale rne with
its normally delightful displayl It was growing acliacent to an erigenn plar-rt -
it sti l l  is - but every year the garclen shears are put itside when tl 'r is lted is
pruned and the fiddly job is carried out with secateurs.

By all means design your heather berls to your own satisfaction, afler all
gardening is a very personal 1l-ring, but be:rr in mincl lhe potential pruning
problems that might occrlr.
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The most rewarded heathers
Charles Nelson

Now that a searcherble inclex I in aval lable lor issues of the Bullet in since
its beginnir-rgs in the spring of 1g67, exlracl lng interesting information from
i{. is a rather simple matter. ' lhe Bullerrtrr regularly reported on the prizes
zrrvarclerl  to heather cult ivars at. the Royrrl  l lorucultural Society's shows, and
taking those l ists, aclding ar-rd cxtracthlg, vlelds a league table of the most
rewarriecl heathers.

It  is always cl i lTicult  to interpret. leaglre t ,ables l ike these, but as long as you
bcar in nrind that the prizes were awad(:cl for sprigs of heathers displayecl in
vases on a show benr:h, ancl not lor heathers growing in gardens or tr ial  beds,
sorne infr-rrmation of value may be obtained, Remember also that these shows
were held in Lonclon, at the Royal Hori lcrr l t ,ural society's headquarters in
westminster, ancl thus ttre principal exhlbltors were almost invariably
members of the Society who l ivecl within easy reach of westminster. Another
factor to bear in mind is that the cornpeti t ions for heathers were held twice
a year only, on <lesignated dates which clicl not vary much from year to year,
for rnore than 30 years, usually ir-r rnicl-February and mid-August. Therefore
the hcathers shown tencled to be the salne ones because they were always in
primc bloom at those t irnes. Because shows were not held between March and
July, June-blooming heathers clo nol feature at al l ;  l ikewise those in the prime
betwccn September and Jernuary ter-rd to be overlooked. Most prizes were
awarded 1'or Jlotoerbtg specirnens, but the competit ions did include groups
juclgecl for fol iage colour fol iage as well .

Not all thc prizes recor<lecl in tl"re Brrlletirr were for the specially-arranged
Iteather competit ion; some ltr izes were awarded at other shows when heathers
might l)e enterecl as shrubs, for exarnple.

so what is revealecl by the Btrllelil:f Extracting the names of every heather
that gained a prize - lrom f irst to fourth or highly commended - yielded a l ist
of 37O cli[fere:ft heathers; I47 were Callurta., 22 were Daboecia:2Ol were
-Dr i r r r .  l59o I thesega inedoneormore f i rs tp r izes ;  l83ga inedat leas tasecond
prize; 161 attainecl at lcasL thirul prize while 54 gained a fourth. "Highly

Cornmenclecl" was given to 18 cult iv:rrs.
The top flve heathers on the show bench
'fhe 

cult ivar which {ainccl more l tr izes than any other in RHS shows was
Culkura url lgans'Tit-r ' :  with l6 f irsts. 13 seconds, B thirds and I fourth, al l
attaine<l bctween 1972 ancl 1996, i t  is lhe undisputecl overal l  winnert In fact'Tib'gainecl the rnost f i rst.s ancl the nrost seconcls, as well  as the highest total
nurnbcr o[ prizes^ It  is or-re o[ the earl icst double-f lowered cal luna to bloom,
ancl tencls to have an open, spreading habit,  characterist ics which must have
rnacle i t  wel l-suited for cutt in( ar-rcl showing in a vase in August. A wild-
col lectecl plant, i t .  carrre fronr thc Irenl land Hil ls, Scotland, where i t  was found
by Miss Isobel ("Tib") Young. Introduced in lg38 by Maxwell  and Beale, i t  is

'  The inclex as a clatabase (which
olrtainecl l torn Tlre l leotlrcr Socfelu:

czrn be reacl using
the CD-ROM costs

Access 2O0O) may be
s7 .50 .



VOL. 6. No. 15. SUMMER 2005 THE IIEATI]ER SOCIETY BUI-I,ETIN

sti l l  widely cult ivated and readi ly avai lable, and has retained i ts RIIS AGM
(Award of Garden Meri l) .

The next most rewzrrded healher gaine(l  lO l 'ewer prizes than'Tib':  i l  was
Daboecia cantabrtca 'Praegerae' 

which is aborrl  the sarne vintage as " l- i l l ' .
'Praegerae' came from Connernara and was col lected by Mrs Hecl i  PraeSer in
1938; i t  was distr ibuted from the National Botanic Garclens, Glasnevin, in
194 l  I twas granted an Awarcl of Merit  by the RHS in 1970, but has never helcl
theAGM. 'Praegerae 'won I l  f i r s ts  and lO seconds,  anc l  a  g ranc l  to ta l  o l '28
prizes betweenl969 ancl 2OOO - that 's a "winning 

streak" last ing Sl years,
compared with a mere 24 years lbr 'Tib' .

Incleed, the only other heather to have as long as record ol 'pr izewinning
as 'Praegerae' is another Ir ish wilcl ing, Ccrlhtna rrulgaris 'County Wicklow'
which came f i f th in the over:r l l  league, gaining 27 prizes in 32 years. I ts
staying-power on the show bench is rnirrored in the garclen; l ike'Tib'  i t  holcls
the RHS AGM.

With only I  1 f irst prizes each, neither [)crboec[cLcantabrica'Praegerae'nor
CaIIuna utLlgarts'County Wicklow' gainerl as many firsts as Ericu cinerea
'Champ's Hil l '  (13 f irsts) or Ericrr arborea 'Albert 's 

Gokl '  (12 f irsls).
So the very best heathers on the show benches at the RHS in Westr.ninster

between 1967 and the present are, in order, Callrrnnvulgaris'Tib' ,  Doboeclo
cantabrica 'Praegerae', Er[ca ctre,recr 'Champ's Flill', Erica ctrborerL 'Albert's

Gold' and Calluna urr lgans'Corrnty Wicklow'.
To underl ine the ef l-ect ol ' the part icipation of two generations of Bowermans

in the RHS heather competit ion, i t  is noteworthy that the top t l .rree bel l
heathers on l .he show bench were Enca cinerect 'Champ's lJi l l ' ,  'Al lrecl

Bowerman ' (7  f i rs ts )  and 'Margare t  Bowerman ' (7  f i rs ts ) . ' I ' he  la l te r  i s  no l
commercial ly avai lable any more (according lo HctrLcly guide,3,.r edit ion), anrl
none of these cult ivars has ever receivecl an AGM. They arose, ancl were
selected, at Champs Hil l ,  the Bowermans'garclen in Surrey.

More top-notch heathers
Teasing out the league table a bi l  more, I  have combinetl  lhe l ists ol ' those

heathers that (a) gained l0 or more prizes, (b) 5 or more f irsts, and (c) 4 or more
seconds. This gives a comlt inecl total of 39 cl i l ferent heat.hers (see below),
including I I  di f ferent species and 2 hybrids, and 32 cult ivars. Of these 6
cult ivars of CaILuna, I  ol Daboecio, and 10 of Ericn (al l  marked ?) are among
the "IOO best heathers" selectecl by The Heather Society (see ?)re He,alher
Society's guide to recommencled heolhers).
Crrllunrr vulgaris (9 culttvars)

Double-f lowered: 'Alba Plena' (white); 'County Wicklow'; .J H IIamil lon;
' T i b ' ? .

Coloured-fol iage: 'Beoley Gold'?; 'Fred J. Chapple';  'Golclen Feather'"
Whi te - f lowered: 'E legant  Pear l ' ; 'Ma i r ' s  Var ie ly ' ; ' se r le i ' .
Grey fol iage: 'Si lver Knight ' ;  's i lver 

Qrreen'.
Daboecia co,nto,bricrr (2 culttvars)

white-flowerecl: f. alba.
red-f lowered: 'Praegerae' ?.
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Erica (9 specles; 2 hybrids; 21 cultlvars)
E. arborea 'Albert 's Golcl ' .
D. "rurcIicttitrle.

E. cctrnea 'Decembet' I tet i ' l  'Myretrrrrt t  Rtrby';  'Snow 
Queen".

E" cinereo'.Llfred Bowerrr lan' j  'AppIehl(r:rsonr' ;  'Atrombens';  'Champs Hil l ;
'Edetr Vql ley": Hooketonr: Whtte' 

'Mrlrgi lrel 
Bowerman': 'P. S. Patr ick' ;

'Snow Cream': 'Whil t '  I l i t lc .
p. -y 6l67ley1 er l .sis 'Arthu r .J ol t  trr .rrrt ' . 'Sl l l lerschrn elze' ? "
E, ert letut '0olr len Ladv'
L-. l trsi tanica ?.
E. mariptLliJlora.
D. lerminali-s ?.
E. t :agants 'Mrs D. F. Ma-xwell ' :  ' l {r tbrn';  'Vtt ler ie Proudley".
E .  + roa tson[ r 'Dawn '? .
Concluslon
One lesson that can salely lre r lr t twtt !ront the l ist above is that i f  you are

interestecl in gr0wing heathers lor r lrowlnA (trrr ize-winning!),  you certainly
should have CallrrnauLlgaris 'Tib' ir i  yolrr garden. And, i t  seems that any of
the 39 heathers l isted above shoulr l  perlorln well  as cut-f lowers in vases and
flower arrangements; after al l  they werc. lr tdqecl the best after they had been
cut and arranged in vases.

Top 25 heathers at RHS shows; the cultlvars \rith the highest
number of prizes.

1 . ,

CaILuna uulgaris'Tib'  16
DctboecictccutLabr[ccr 'Praegerae" l l
Ertca uagctr-ts'Mrs D. F. Maxwell' l0
Erico orborea'Albert 's Golcl '  12
Calhurct urr lgans 'County Wicklow' I  I
Cal luna uulgari .s 'Si lver Queen' B
Enca lusitnnica 5
Ericct cinerea 'Champs Hil l '  13
Daboectcr cantabrtcct l. ctlbct 6
Erice eigena'Golclen Lady' 5
Erica carnea 'Myretoun Ruby' 4
Erica xdarleuens,s 'Arthur Johnson' 6
Er|ca circrea'Atrorubens' 6
Ericaxdarleyensis'Si lberschmelze' 4
Crtlhutrt rrrrlgans 'Alba Plena' I
Ericcr canallctrlata 6
Calluna utlgaris 'Si lver Knight '  5
Erlco manipul!flora 5
Ccrlhurcr urrlgans 'Mair's Variety' 5
Ertccr ctteren 'P" S. Patr ick'  2

2r1d 3 'd 4ru HC

1 3
1 0
8
2
6
A

5
2
4
-

3
I
6
5
l o
4
.f

2
5
2

4
2
J

h

I
"t

I
I
o

A

I
6

8
o

o
A

5
5

I
I
2
I

2
I

Total

38
28
2 7
22
2 1
l 9
l 6
l 5
t 4
t 4
t 4
I J
I Q

r 2
1 2
l 1
l l
i t
l t
1 t
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Erlca cantea 'Snow 
Queen'

E rtca ctne rea'Alfrecl Bowerman'
Ertca terminalis
Erica ctnerea'Hookstone White'
Calluna uuloans'J. H. Hamilton

C allunrr u ulgarr.s'Tib'
Erica carnea 'Snow 

Queen'
D ab oe c ia c antab r ic a' Praegerae'
C alluna uulg aris'Alba Plena'
Erica uagans 'Mrs D. F. Maxwell'
Erica erigena'Golden Lady'
CaLIuna uulg arts'County Wicklow'
E rtca cine rea'Atrorubens'
Drtca Lusttonica
C crl/rtna uulg arts'Mair's Variety'

THE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN

7
r)
A

.)

l 3
I I
l 0
l o
8
-

6
6
5
5

l l
I
a

3
J

l l
2 1 0
t l o
2 t t o
4 l o

Top 25 heathers asJudged at RHS shows: the winners of most flrst prizes.

Calluna uulgans'Tib' 16
Erica cinerea 'Champs Hil l '  l3
Erica arborea'Albert's Gold' 12
Daboectacantabrica'Praegerae' l l
CaIIuna uulgaris'County Wicklow' I I
Erica uagans'Mrs D. F. Maxwell '  lO
Calluna uulgcrris'Silver Queen' B
Erica cinerea'Alfred Bowerman" 7
Erica ctnerea'Margaret Bowerman' 7
Daboecia cantabrtca l'. alba 6
Ertca x darlegensis'Arthur Johnson' 6
Ertca canaliculata 6
Ertca cinerea'Atrorubens" 6
Ertca terminalis 6
Callunrr uulgarts'Elegant Pearl" 6
Erica lusitantca 5
Erica erigena'Golden Lady' 5
Callunauulgaris'Mair'sVariety' 5
CaILuna uulgoris'Silver Knight' 5
Erica mantpul(flora 5
Calluna uulgans'Golden Feather' 5
Erica ci.rrcrea'White Dale' 5
Erica x uatsoni[ 'Dawn' 5
Erica uagans 'Valerie Proudley' 5
Callunc_ uulgaris'Serlei' 5

Top 21 heathers asjudged at RHS shows: the winners ofseconds
(other cultivars gatned fewer than 4 seconds)
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Ericcr xdarleqensis'silberschmelze' 5
Eri,ca cirrerea'Eclerr Val ley' 5
Eicct ctrcrecr'Snow Cream' b
Ericcr ci lrcrea'Apple Blossorn' b
Cn l l r r r rau tL lgar is 's i l verQueen '  4
Dctboecia ctttttabrica f . crll.ttt 4
Dricct r: rnalictLla|a 4
Callurrn urr lgans'Beoley Gold' 4
Ericcr cctntea 'December 

Recl' 4
Er[.ca uagants 'Rubra' 

4
Cctl l t tncr url lgans'I irecl.  J. Chapple' 4
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Erico.s in southern Africo,
by H.A.  Baker  and E.G.  H.  O l iver  ( f  962) :  an  au tographed copy

As I have two copies of this book, a classic of heather l i terature beauti ful ly
illustratecl witl-r watercolours, I am oflering one copy for sale. It contains
clescript ions and i l l rrslrat ions of 167 cape heaths^ The book i tself  is in
excel lent concl i t ion al lhough the clust-. jacket is a l i t t le soi led and there are
small  tears in i t  but these clo not af iect the appearance and can be easi ly and"invisibly'  

repairecl.  Thc colry has the inscript ion "K. c. Morgan 1973" on the
fly- leaf ancl i t  is autographetl  on the t i t le-pase by E. G. H. ( ied) ol iver. (As a
bonus. I  wi l l  also inclurle a copy of colonel H. A. Baker's paper in which he
rranrecl Erica oltuert after Ted; this was i l lustrated by Ted himselt (he is no
rnean er r t i s t ! ) . )

I f  any rnember is int.erested please contact r le cl irect ly. The copy is on offer
for f l75 (which inclucles t l ' re cost o[ next day del ivery by Royal Mail) .

D .  C.  Ne lson ( reg is t ra r@zetnet .co .uk)
' l ' ippit iwitchet 

Cottage, I lal l  Road, Outwell ,  Wisbech pEl4 gpE.

Heathers 2 (2OOE): corrigenda
E. charles Nelson (Hon. Edltor, yearbookof theHeathersocietg).

Despite t l-re best enrleavours of everyone concerned with the production of
the prescn{.ye arbook, t.here are several regrettable errors in nichard canovan's
art icle. Please note the fol lowing correcl ior-rs.

p. 3: thc I inal senl.ence of the rniclcl le paragraph should reacl:  These trends
since 1989 are vivir l ly i lh-rstratecl in Figrrre 2.

p. 9: the c:rpt ion to FiSrrre 6 is incorrect. I t  should reacl:  One of the
rrnnarnerl Daln'rat ian clones of trr iccr matiytul i f lora (AWJS) in ful l  bloom as E.
r rog . l t rs 'B i rch  Glow ' fac les  E , .  e r iqena 'G lauca ' i s  

in  the  background and
solclen fol ia{et l  E. conrca 'Golclen 

Starlet ' is. ir .rst visible ( left) (o R. canovan).
p. 9: insert a rcference to Figure 6 in l tre seconcl sentence of the f irst

paragraph, after t l -re phrase "unnamecl 
Dalmatian clones".

p. lo: delelc the rel.erer.rce to Figure 6 in the f irst sentence of the second
paragraph.
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I shoulcl also make clear that rvhile Figure 6 shows plants growing in
Richard Canovan's garden at Toothil l , the plants in Figure 3, 4 ancl 5 were not
photographecl there; those ilhrslrations were selecled from The Ileather
Socieg's slicle l ibrary"

p. 57 the heading shoulcl reacl O Il. C. Nelson & It. ( i. H. Oliver.
I apologlise for these errors and onrissions.

Offprints about Cape heaths

Recently I  was asked to f inr l  "homes" lbr a set of offprinls (papers extraclecl
from scienti f ic periodicals). Having extracted a set lbr Tlrc Llealher sociely, I
f ind  there  are  dup l i ca tes  o l -some pa l )e rs  anc l  any  member  o f  the  Heather
society interested in them is welcome to have these copies. 1-he papers are by
Colonel H. A. Baker (co-author wiLl 'r  Tecl Oliver of trnccrs irr sori thern AJricr l ,
and were published in lhe Jorrnr al of south A-liicant botanq between I g62 ancl
1973; species namecl in them inchrrle ([or exarnple) E. cr l leviueris ( i l lustraled
with line drawings by Ted Oliver), tr,. Icortgobergrerrsis, E. obconica, E.
turr isbabglonica and E. ol iuert ( l  962; t  here is only one copy of this part icul i l r
offprint).

The "ful l  set" comprises 8 papers. As there were up to three copies of some
papers, there is also a set of 4 papers ( including the one of E. ci l teruitLens). I
wi l l  distr ibute the two sets on a l i rst come, I lrst-served basis.

E. C. Nelson (registrar@zetnet.co.rrk)
Tippit iwitchet Cottage, Hall  l ioacl,  Outwell ,  Wisbech pBl4 gpE.

Members'  gardens: response to the survey.
E  C  N e l s o n

I am very grateful to those members who have respon<1ecl to the srrrvey. As
of 15 Apri l  (when I am writ ing this), I  have receivecl 14 repl ies from uK
members, and 9 from overseas' members (Sweclen, Norway, Denmark,
France, USA, Germany, Hollancl).  Your contr ibr-rt ions are greatly apprer: iatecl.

According to the 2oo4 membership l ist there are some 3go garclens in the
care of our members, arouncl 29o in the l lK and B0 elsewhere in the worlcl .
There is st i l l  plenty of t ime to l i l l  inyour form - i t  has no closing clate on i t ,
and send it. It would be goocl to have aSoo/o rate olreply, ral.her than 6o/ot looo/o
would be even better!!

An Invitation to Call

our administrator, Anne small recently received a leiler from zr French
member of the society, Sylvie Kirsch. She and her husbancl are artists.

sylvia extends an invitation to any Heather society members who sl-roulcl
be travell ing near Meymac, to call ancl visit her sarclen. Her aclrlress is: Le
Domaine du Lac 19250 Meymac, l irance. www.rlomainedulac.net
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A Heathery Crossword

Menilter, CoLirtRc_tgers, lrns senl lltefollou:irtg crossr.oord andour Registrar,
Cltarles -ly'elson lll;'.s oflbred prizes Jor tlte winner and runner-up. I had a go at
itbe,JoreIlcnetotlrc ansrlrers andcottldrr'tgetueryJarataIL(notthatthatmectns
ct IctL!) so il's up Lct nII gorL crossroorcl bt$s to see ltotu toell gou can do. (Ed).

ACROSS
7. Tan hcr of ien to krok brorvn (( r )
8.  1 'hey' rc not  arcane in r r i - r 'garr len (( r )
9 .  Fk rne r  o f c l even  hca lhc r s  ( 4 )
10 .  h .  r v rg .  ( e .g .1  l l owe r i ng  i n  sp r i ng  (8 )
I  l .  No  hca thc r  has  t h i s  co l ou r  ( ( r )

13.  .1 down rv i l l  fec l  at  honrc hcrc ( ,1)

1 .1 .  No  sa rn t .  i n  i ? .  r zg .  'S t  Kcve rne ' ! ( 3 )
l(r. N'lost E. tetruli.r lirliagc (4)

I7.  N4r.  At l lee hid h is Iavour i tc  hcat l rcr  ( .5. ;
19 .  Con rn ron  l r v i ce !  ( 7 )
21  .  L |  n  i s  t o  AGN4  (4 )
22.  I i r r  exanrplc,  Kurt  Krarrrcr  rang l r le,  very

exci ted !  (6)
23.  

- fh is 
Cul lut tu is  prostrate,  but  surrounded

by energy.  ( ( r )

IX )WN
l.  Is  Ann able to be a CalLurtu?
2.  Young grousc cat ing heather should not  be (4)
-1 .  Va l ' s  ye l l ow  (8 )
1.  Healher 's  nat iorra l i ty ,  according to sorne (4)
5.  I leard that  the sai lor  was in Bir rn ingham for  a

long t inrc (8)

6.  Yct  sonre would give th is a gold star  (5)
| 2. Thosc lrcathers can result in an awful gyro

n ress l  ( 4 ,4 )

I  3.  I )arn !  Bces buzz- ing around th is heather (8)
1.5.  Used for  hcathcr in the greenhouse but  not  in

thc gardcn (7)
|  8.  One hcather los ing a degree is  st i l l  excel lent  (5)
20.  Sonrc consider I l .  carneo. 'Spr ingwood

White 's growth!  (4)

21.  Dark rodcnts rnove backwards!  (4)

i l -
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A practical way of dispensing sulphur
Jens Kjaerbol,  pharmacist .

Vel l ingveJ 5, 8654 Bryrup, Denmark.

In  the  Yearbook2OO4,  p .24 , .Jean Ju l ian  wr i tes  abou l  d ispens ing  f lowers
of sulphur with the aim of ' lowering the pl I  of the soi l  for heatl-rers. "Tl 'r is was
a thankless job, because i t  corr ld only l te r lone wearing protective clothing on
a clry, windless day, and so i l  was never cornplete<l l .recause insrr l f ic ienl
suitable days occurred."

I have experiences with cl ispensing I lowers of sulphrrr (powclerecl srr lphrrr),
because during the last twenty years I have several t imes spreacl srr lphrrr over
my heather beds with more than 4.OOO heatl-rers.

Take a buckel of twenty l i tres. Aclcl a volume ol 'coarse sancl corresponcl ing
to the volume/weight you have calculatecl {br srr lphur to your }reather becl"
Coarse sand is better than f ine sand, i f  normal wincl is blowing. Mix with for
example a garden trowel. Add twice as much ol-sand ancl mix again. Add water
a l i t t le a l i t t le at a t ime rrnl i l  the mixlure cloesn't  raise clust. but not so rnuctr
that the mixture becomes mushy. The cl i l l 'erence in acldi l ion of water from
appropriate to mushy is l i t t le. Br-rt  clon't  be afraicl  i f  the mixtrrre l tecomes
mushy, add more sand r.rnt i l  the appropriate consislency is reachecl. ln fact
you can add much more sancl, i t  doesn't  matler - spreacl over the l tecl the
amount of sulphur is st i l l  the same. The srr lphur-sancl mixture can easi ly be
spreacl, even i f  some wind is blowing. The f lowers ol-sulpl.rur sl ick to (he wet
sand. The quickest and cleepest ar: idi lying is achievecl when the str lphrrr sand
is mixed into the earth l tefore planting.

From my theoretical knowledge with sulphur and especial ly my prerct ical
use, I  can say, sulphur is harmless to the skin. I  have spread the mixtrrre each
time with hands without gloves. But a larger amorrnt can wear or-rt  a l i t t le on
your f ingert ips because ol ' the snnd. wi lh respect to the clothes, srr lphtrr is
not more harmful than earth.

Using f lowers of srr lphuryou shorrlcl  pay attention on the qr.rerl i ly. Thevery
pure is rather expensive but hardly belter tbr acidi lying a heather bed. The
lower qual i ty is so cheap, that acidi lying lhe soi l  no way should be a qrrestion
about money.

From Thirty Years Ago - (but still relevant today)

Small Bulbs in the Heather
Lord Skelmersdale, Taunton, Somerset
(Reproduced from the 1975 yearbook)

I  have no doubt that members of Tlte Heci l l rcr Societg have no neecl to be
reminded that heaths zrnd heathers provicle, throrrgh the choice of species and
variet ies, f lower on pract. ical ly every clay of the year. You may, however, be
surprised to learn thal.  another grotrp of { lowers have the same characterisl ic.

l 2 -
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In the last two and a half years, since I took over Broadleigh Garclens and
moved i t  to Taunton, there has been at least one small  bulb in f lower on every
day of-the year. The importance of this simllari ty between the two groups of
plants may have escaped you in the past, but I  hope to show that the heather
becl can be enhancecl by the acldit ion of a few small  bulbs.

The l l rs t  po in t  to  cons ider  i s  tha t  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  p ro long the  f lower ing
season in  cer ta in  par ts  o f  the  hea lher  bec l ,  us ing  the  ou t -o f - f lower  heathers
as a foi l  lor the wiclely cl i f fer ing colours provided by a broad f ield of small
f lowering btr lbs. You may be worried that. the heathers wil l  swamp the
bu lbs ,  b r r t  th is  i s  very  o f ten  an  asset  ra ther  t t ran  a  l iab i l i t y .  one th inks
immediately of Al l i r ims grown through a t ight rvedge of some of the Erica
cernee var ie t ies ,  g iv ing  an  r rnexpec ter l  sp lash  o f  co lour  in  June anc l  Ju ly .
A .  neapo l i tanr rm wi th  heac ls  o lwh i te  lace- l i ke  f lowers  on  I8  in .  s tems looks
par t i cu la r ly  s tunn ing  when grown th rough the  dark  g reen background o f
the Ericas.

Another examlt le is the dramatic eff-ecl.  give:n by underplanting Al l ium
noly, commonly cal lecl the Golclen Garl ic. Please clon't  be put off  by the name;
the plant only smells when the leaves or slems are bruised or picked. Another
genlrs of bulbs in this context woulcl be the summer-f lowering ?nteleias.
Tl-rese zrgain produr:e small  heards ol masses of star-shaped l lowers, in various
shacles of bhre, or, more rarely, wtr i te t .  hgacint l ia (24 inches, white); t .  laxa
(lB inches deep bhre) whicl-r looks especial ly f ine amongst the variegatecl
he:rths, and t. 'hLbergenii  ( l  5 inches, pale bltre with a cleeper exterior) shoulcl
al l  be considerecl.

A qrr ick look through any bulb catalogrre wil l  giveyou endless combinations
to try, bearing in mind that the bulbs chosen for under-planting must be t idy
growers ancl tal lenough to hold their l lowers above the shrubs. unfortunately
this preclucles the marry species and variet ies of narcissi and tul ip which look
ridiculously otrt  of place. My own choice of spring trulbs amongst the summer-
flowering Doboecict canlabico ancl cnllrrna urrlgaris woulcl be the snakes
Ijead lr is (1. l tLberosfl ,  which has very sweetly scented green f lowers with a
{lrr l ike black blotch and I2 inch stem and which is outstanding agajnst a
var iegatec l  backgrounc l .  Aga ins t  a  dark  background I  wou ld  choose
ornit l togahLm nrrtans, which has l2 inch tal l  stems on the top third of which
hang masses of si lvery white bel ls with a broad white str ipe on the outside of
the petals, giving the impression of a vivid gl istening jade. But my piece de
resistance woulcl be a complementary plantin gof Ericacarnea'winter Beauty'
with the si lvery lavender crocrrs lomasinfanus, this to my way of thinking is
qrr i te superb.

Although to some people the icleal heather bed consists of a sol id planting
of dif ferent kinds of 'heathers, with the interest being given by a choice of
variet ies having dif ferent heif lhts, shapes, I lowering t imes, leaf form ancl
colour, my own prelerence is to have srrr lden pockets otdif ferent plants. I  f ind
that this is not only rest l i r l  to the eye, brrt  provides me with the icleal
concl i t ions to grow some of my lavourite bulbs. Inevitably any bed must have
a lront eclge ancl I  wotr lcl  have the occasional bay cut out. I f  these were in ful l
strn I  woulr l  grow the tnre atrtumn crocuses (not colchiclrms which are barred

1 3 -
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because of their two-foot high leaves). A sudden splash of autumn colour
would be given by the yellow stentbergta irr/ea which likes a clry, sunny
position. In the spring scil la'spring Beauty' with its dark blue bells woulcl
stand out against cctl lurra url igans 'Golclen Feather' ancl the delightful
Puschkini"crltbanottccrwith its 4 in. sterns or tiny upturned silvery-blue star-
shaped flowers against E.contea 'springwoocl pink'.

Should the bays be shady, I woulcl immccliately think towards ther wtlter-
flowering Cgclamencoltmwith its shiny round leaves ancl its choice o[colgrrrs,
either white, carmine or pink. In a damper spot what coukl look nlcer than
the wild Bnglish Snakes Head Fritillary, FrtLtllarict meleagris or the Cnnnellan
wood lily, TrIILtumgrandlflorunt, with its largc white llowers. A suclclen patch
of snowdrops looks quite stunning against a clark background on a cold
February day. Indeed the l isl is endless ancl clepends entirely on personal
preferences. I do hope thotrgh that, arnon{ the rnore specialist articles in this
Yectrbook, I have given you food for thought anc.l perhaps both your reacling
and your gardening (dare I say it?) sornc ligl-rt relief.

Dwarf Heathers & Old Sinks
E.M.B

(Reproduced from the 1975 Summer Bulletin)

I t  is often dif f icrr l t  to f incl a suitable spot ir-r the nrain hcather garclen to
plant the very srnal lest l .reaths and heathers. olcl  stone troughs make verv
a t t r a c t i v e  c o n l a i n e r s  l o r  d w a r l  p l a n t s ,  b u l  n o t  m a n y  o f  u s  a r e  l u < . k y  c n o u g i r
to have a supply of these. I lcre is a mcthod of disguising the old white glazed
sink.

First scrub and thoroughly clear.r the sink. when iL is r lui te clry, coat i t  with
a t lr in f i lm of Unibond or any of the moclern boncl ing aclhesives. Leave unti l
tacky. The covering material or ' l lypertulh'  is madc in the lbl lowing manner:
Two parts by bulk of si f l .e<l peat, onc part coarse sancl, one part cernent. Mix
ingredients thoroughly while clry. Acld wat.er and contir-rue mixing unti l
consistency is such that the mixture can be applied to t l .re sides of Lhe sir.rk
without sl iding off.  Apply a half  inch thick layer to thc out.sicle of the sink ar-rcl
down inside the top edge for a lew int:hes so that no white glazinS wil l  be visible
when the sink is f i l led. Leave drainage hole clear. Let the f inish l te fnir ly rough
in imitat ion of real stone. As lhe nraterial harclens, further tool marks rnay be
added. Leave for about a week to thorougl-r ly set.

I f  p o s s i b l e  r a i s e  l h e  c o r l a i r t e r  u p  o l f  t l r c  q r o r r n t l  a b o r r l  l l J "  o n  a  c o r r l l l e  o f
brick or stone pi l lars. Ti l t  one encl sl ighLly so that excess waler wi l i  run
towards Lhe drair-rage l-role. cover l-role with large piece of crock. cover bottorn
of trough with thin layer of clrainage lr): l l .er ial -  l inre lree chippings-or broken
crocks - over this spreacl a thin layer ol peat to help stop cornpost tr ickl ing
down into drainage mal.cr ial.  Fi l l  trough to wilhin an inch of top with conrpost,
John Innes pott ing ( l i rne l iee) with extra damp peat added; or i [you prefer to
make up your own mixture - 2 parts sieved l irne free loam, 2 parts dar.rrp peat
and I part sharp sand. I f  you wish to prut any rocks in the trough now is the

1 A
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time to do so. A few well-placecl matching pieces wii l  help to keep the roots of
the plants cool. Leave the preparecl trough lor a clay or two to al low the
compost  to  se l t le "

Plants for large and medium troughs - this is a selection - cholce and
arrangement ls up to the lndlvldual.

calhurrr urr lgnris 'cal i fornian Miclge'.  'Foxi i  
Nana', 'Mult icolor ' ,  'Mousehole'.

'S is te r  
Anne ' ,  'Mrs .  Rona l t l  Gray ' .

Er icc t  c inerea 'Mrs .D i l l ' , ' I l oneymoon ' , 'Go lc len  Drop ' "
Er[ccr carnea 'Ei leen Porter ' ,  'Rosy Ge'r ' ,  'praecox Rubra',  'Myretoun 

Ruby'"
Dwirrf conifer - Picea morionq 'Nana' or Crgptomeria japonica

'Vl lmorlnlana'.

Plants for small  trorrghs
Crrlhina rrrr lgcns 'Minirna',  ' l lgmaea', ' l {umpty 

Dumpty,, ,Dainty 
Bess','Velvet Dome'

Er icc r  c t re ren 'Honeymoon ' , 'Mrs .  D i l l ' .
l)warf t rees : J uniperus comrnunis,Compre ssa'. Salix . Boydil'. Sorbus

red.ucta.
when planting is l inished, cover al l  bare soi l  with stone chippings. This wil l

help to conserve rnoislure and protect. the small  plants from mud splashes.
Most of the plants except the dwarfest cnl lrrnas wil l  need a certain amount
of. l r imming l iom t ime 1o 1ime. Attention to watering wil l  have to be given in
dry weather, otherwise upkeep is of the minirnurn.

OBITUARIES

Peter Hancock

I t  was with great regret that I  learnt of the cleath of Mr peter Hancock in
Apr i l  2005.

FIe was 95 and I understand had remained brighl and alert in his f inal
months, r lespite fai l ing eyesight" peler was a very capable man with a
practical bent.

I  got to know Peter and his charming wife Joan well  during my t ime as
organiser of the southern Group. peter and Joan were long standing
members of the Grorrp and attended most of the meetings. The Group wai
occasional ly invitecl to visi t  their lovely home in a lealy road off Kingston Hil l .
I  have wonclerf ir l  memories of their splendid heather garden and warm
h o s p i l  a l i t y .

The garden was sit tr :r terl  in a long-cl isused sand quarrlr ,  ideal for growing
heather, which formecl a del ightful del l .  I t  was planted with mature trees ancl
rhorlodendrons as well  as a goorl col lect ion of heathers.

Joan and Peter were among the g people who ventured out on a rainy
wednesday in August 1992 lbr the one and only "playboys 

and pensioners"
olrt ing. My wife .Joan and I were the only persons present who were neither
playboys nor pensioners ancl i t  was mainly pressure of work that prevented
me organising anolher outing in the series. As i t  was we had a wonderful day
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together and the event tr iggered sorne warln perso'al l r ienclsl-r ips, not least
between Joan and Peter and rry wife ancl myself.

I  know that many members of the olcl Southern Group wil l  remerlber peter
with affect ion and respect ancl wi l l  join rnc in expressing conclolences to Joan.

AI Ie r r  I Ia I I

Syd Courtney

It is with regret lhat I report the cleath of Sycl courtney who cliecl on March
sth, 2005. He had been in poor l.realth lbr sor.ne time ancl passecl away shortly
after his 96th birthday.

syd was a founder member ol'the Noril.r F)ast Group ar-rcl put a lot of t irne
and effort inlo establishing a firrn lbun<lation. Hc--o" ir-, entirusiastic
member and always supportecl evcnts wholehearteclly. FIe r.vil l  be missed ancl
we send our condolences to his familv.

Dorotl.tt l  Warrrer.

Letters to the Ddi tor
Erica carnea Seedl ings

I  see that Bri ta is st i l l  intere sted in Dncn canren seecl l ings. Sorne years ago
General Turpin askecl me (rhetorical ly, I  think) i f  I  had e.ver seen L\ crrntec.
seedling and I had to confess that I  had not. I  st i l l  cannot say thirt  I  have seen
carnea seedlinf ls in the opcn garclen, though we clo get scecl l ings o[ other
species srrch as Ccrlhtrta, uagans, Dcrltoe:<:iu antd arborea.

However a nulnber ofyears ago I proclucccl about 20 corneaplants selet:tecl
from many more seecl l ings. In our lersl.  house heathers inc[rcl inq carpeo prew
over a boundary curb-onlo the arl iacent p'bl ic footpat.h. I  'sei l  to swcep up
dust and other debris froln uncler thcse plants an<l on one occasion I galherei l
some of the clust ancl sprearl i t  ovcr conrpost in a seecl tray becatrse there were
many deacl f lower heads in the clebris. I  covcrecl the seecl tray with clear plast ic
and left  i t  in a shady spot uncler a north wall  ancl torgot aboul. i t .  sorne weeks
later. I  discovered innumerablc seecl l ings growing in lhe tray. I  prickecl orrt
some of the more interesting ones ( l  cerl .ainly tracl no roorn for [herr i  al l)  mainly
selecting those with golden or cleep grecn fol iage.

The plants were growing into plantable size when we movecl hcre B years
ago and they went into our presenl. gardcn. One trrrnecl into a splencl id white
the equal, and probably a seedling of 'springwootl 

whi le' .  Seveial resem5leci'westwoocl 
Yel low'. one was a sl-racle paler than 'Myretotrn 

Ruby'ar-rcl another
looked l ike'Vivel l i i ' .  Most o[these plants st i l l  clo well  for me ancl have the habit
of D. carnea, i .e. they do not appear lo be l f  x dnrlegerrsfs. Since none ol ' these
seedlings surpass named rrariet ics, I  have not lhought of naming them. one
plant however has f lowers t l ' rat look l ike 'Bel ls 

Extra Special 'buf has fol iage
not disslmilar to'Jack H Brumrnagc'.  I t  might be worth propagating. I  cnjoyccl
the experiment ancl now enjoy thc llowers.

I think my experiment clemonstrates that cl irnate, or at.  anv rate amLrienl
ternperature, is r-ro1. a lactor in the zrpparent lack ol gerrrr inal ion o[ D. cenrec
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in England. It could be that in crowded domestic gardens. the parent plants
smother their would-be offspring but I have no answer to the question Brita
poses. I wil l however keep my eyes open for carnea seedlings this year.

Al len HaI l

A Great Analogy!

At a recent computer expo (COMDEX). Bi l l  Gates reportecl ly compared the
computer industry with the auto industry ancl stated. ' l f  GM had kept up with
rechnology l ike the computer industry has, we would al l  be driving $25.O0
cars  tha t  d id  I .O00 mi les  to  the  ga l lon . "

In response to Bi l l 's comments, General Motors issued a press release
stat ing: I f  CM had developed technology l ike Microsoft,  we woulcl al l  be clr iving
cars with the fol lowing characterist ics:

l .  For no reason whatsoever. your car would crash twice a day"
2. trvery time they repainted the lines in the road, you would have to buy

a new car"
3. Occasional ly your car would die on the freeway for no reason. You would

have to pul l  to the side of the road. close al l  of the windows, shut off  the car"
restart i t ,  and reopen the windows before you could continue. For some
reason you would simply accept this.

4. Occasional ly, executing a manoeuvre such as a left  turn. would cause
your car to shut down and refuse to restart, in which case you would have to
reinstal l  the engine.

5. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, was rel iable,
llve times as fast and twice as easy to drive - but would run on only five percent
of lhe roads.

6" The oi l ,  water temperature. and alternator warning l ights would al l  be
replaced by a single "This Car Has Performed An Illegal Operation" warning
l i sh t .

7. The airbag system would ask "Are you sure?" before deploying.
B. Occasional ly. for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out and

refuse to letyou in unti l  you simultaneously l i f ted the door handle, turned the
key and grabbed hold of the radio antenna.

9. Every timc a new car was introduced car buyers would have to learn how
to drive al l  ove r :rgain because none o[ the controls woulcl operate in the same
m a n n e r  a s  t l r e  o l t l  c a r .

lO. Yotr 'd have to press the "Start" button to turn the engine off.

1.7 -
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Group News

Yorkshire

The Yorkshire Fleather Group met on Saturclrtv. lrth Mnrch 2OO5 at Harlolv
Carr study Centre for a talk by Michael Myers on "Wln(et ilolour". This was
mostly about colour from various plants. shnrbs in t lre l l i rr{ lelr with a sprinkl ing
of heather.

We intencl to visit the new Walled Garden al St'anrpston Hall near Malton.
hopefully on Saturday, 2nd July, followed by a lalk itt Flnt'low Carr on Satrrday,
17th September. This will probablybe on "Natlonal Crlllections !n theYorkshire
Area" but the arranqemenls have to be finalisi:tl.

Jean Jul icut

North East

Members and their lriends of the Heather Society. numbering 48 enjoyed a
wonderful day out to Newby Hall in North Yorkshire on May 8th. The added
attraction that day was the Annual Plant Sale and many took advantage of this,
even a Berberis travelling home on the coach - but safely on the back seat!

Our next outing by cars will
be to Bide a-Wee Garden near
Morpeth on July 6th. We will
meet for lunch at Heighly Gate
Garden Centre and then eo on to
the earden in the allernoon.
Schedules wilt be sent later for
the Annual Show to be held in
the Memorial Hall, Pontelancl,
on Saturday, September loth.
Staging will take place between
9 . O O  a n d  l l . O O a . m .  w h e n
Judging commences, then it will
be open to the Public from l.O0
to 4.OO pm. Do please support
this, as the signs are there that
we a-re beginning to struggle to
make a show. The public enjoy
looking at the heathers but. sadly.
have no  w ish  to  io in  us .

The A.G.M. is on FHday October 28th, at 2.3Opm. Please note the new
time. This is to save everyone tuming out in lJre dark and. more importantly. to
help those who travel a distance. It will be held as usual in St Matthew's Church
Hall. Ponteland. with slicles and lea and biscuits after the business.

l-ooking forward to seeing you.
Dorothg M Warner

East  Mid lands

The long awaited visit of the East Midlands Group to Kinglisher Nursery took
place on l2't' March 2OO5. Regrettably I was not part o[it because I was laid low
by a vicious attack ol the 'llu. However. I compile this report with help from some
ol'those who dicl attend"

Dorolhg Warner (Iejt)  enjogtng a joke
wi th  Berg l  and Dau id  Magne

1 u -
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In I'act the event attracted the attendzrnce of some eminent members of the
Society namely the President, Davicl sn'rall, {l.re chairman Arnold stow and Josev
Stow, the Editor of Heallprs, Dr E charles Nelson ancl, perhaps most importantly"
Mr ancl Mrs Peter Bingharn, our hosts, the Proprietors of the Nursery, themselves
rnemlrers of Tlrc Heriller socrety, ancl indeecl of the East Midlands Gioup. on this
occasion, the East Micllands Group was joinecl by members of the Home counties
Grorrlr. There were 17 I leathersociety members and friends present altogether. The

*t[y;1:."",,I 
but dry and the relieshments Mr & Mrs Bingham provided were

Mr & Mrs Ringham began growing heathers in a small way at the Kingfisher
site in 1973. Kingfisher becerrne a solely wholesale heather nursery I o yearl later
ancl the site that began modestly in 1973 has now expanded to over 4 hectares
and procluces more than 9OO,OOO plants annually. The Kingfisher nursery can
claim lo be a specialist heather nursery not. only because heathers are its chief
prorluct brrt also becarrse of the wide range ol'heathers grown and the caringway
in which they are grown. Moreover the Nurseryoft'ers a good selection of heather-s
in the popular varieties, lrom olcl fnvortrites to new introductions.

Kingfisher ensLrres that hardy heathers are healthy when sold by using
generous po1 sizes to prorluce strong, well-branched plants. These are grown
Iionr specially selectecl slock plants to ensure truenesslo t1,pe and the heithers
are growrl _outcloors 1o ensure harcliness. In windswept Lincolnshire, plants
grown outcloors will certainly be harcly.

The Nursery is also carelirl to of-fer aclvice on cultivation of heathers, ancl, in
particrrlar, on which species are lime tolerant ancl which are not. This is whv the
Nrtrsery l-ras developecl its exclusive range o[colour-codecl point of sale material.'l-he_ plants are delivered in green trays for lime tolerant plants and red trays for
acicl lovers, with matching pictrrre labels in eachpot. Theyalso supplyweatherproof
posters to explain ancl emphasise the coding system. This has been well received
in the trade ancl has helpecl to boost heather sales on many outlets

Kingfisher Nursery is the only heather grower accredlted by the British
Ornamental Planl Producers (B.O.P.P.) - th? leaclin( accreclita[ion bodv for
omament als. This < lemonst rales I heir commilment lo cloing t he job properlf .  not
only in ten.ns of plant quality ancl customer service, but also with ieeard to
employment conditions, health and safety, care for lhe environment, andlverall
t racea l l i l i t y "

At the end of an interesting tour, Mr Bingham, who had arrived home from
sorrth Alrica only the previous evening, showed some pictures of his visit there.

Appreciation for this excellent tour was expressed by Mr Arnolcl stow, our
chairman and particular thanks were due to Mr Bingham for taking time from
his very busy schedrrle to spencl with members of theEast Micllands and Home
Counties Groups.

Strmmer 2OO5
Mr Bob Rope invites us to see his garden at BB, Vernon crescent, Ravenshead,

Nottingham on 17 september. The meetin{ is scheduled for a2 pm start. Bob
has a lovely ht 'a{her gart len that is well  woirh visi t ing.

Ravenshead is about l2 miles north of Nottingham ancl lies just east of the
,l\60 Noltingham Mansfield roacl. Newsteacl Abbey is a good land mark. The
entrance to the Abbey Park is on the west of the '460. Almost opposite this
entrance is a t trrn into L,ong(lale Lane. Drive soulh down l-ongdaie l-ane and
where the houses end on the r ight hand (easl) side, lurn lef l into tongdale
Aventte. lxrngclale Aventre leacls into Vernon Crescerrt. Turn left into the Crescent
and No 38 is the second brrngalow on lhe lelt. Incidentally, the nearest iunction
on the Ml motorway is No 27.
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- I hope that is clear but I will as usual circrrlat.e a sketch of the route nearer
the date to mernbers of the Group. Members o[ oilrer groups nray obtain one by
: . L d U g _  m e - a  s t a m p e d  a d c l r e s s e d  e n v e l o p i  o r ' b y  e - r n z r i i i n g  n r " e
(hal la32@tiscal i .co.uk).

Our Host intends to provide light relreshments and, in order to epable hirn
to cater, it would be 1-relpful i[ those intencling to come worrld let rne kpow,
preferably by August 3l "t. llave a good Sumnreii

AIIert I lal l

Home Count ies

^ .Th! alnual wis_ley M_eeting of ilre I Iome clounties Group will take place on
Saturday lst October. We shall meet outsicle ilre RHS shop at I l.O0 arir lor our
customary inspection of the Heal her Garclens, the altemoon meeting at 2.oo pm,
wil h speaker and tea will be in t he Garclen Flall ol'the Hillsicle Events ientre which
is alongside-lhe main greenhouse. There will of course be the usual lable show,
the classes for which are as follows:

l) Best flower arrargement in which heattrers preclorninate - (Turpin Trophy)
2) Best vase o[ hardy heather in flower, single varietv
3) Best vase of heather chosen for foliage

Please let me know by Saturclay 24th septernber if you will be attenclin{.
Derek MtUis

South  West

As you are all already aware the meeling reportecl on below was the last
organised meeling of the south wesl Grorrp with inyself as orflaniser. However,
so that we don't lose louch with each other, I will pui a casual'arrangement into
place . I will announce via lhe Bulletin only, thaf Lin antl I will attencl a plblic
garden(s) on a certain dale anrl you, the mernbers, will be welcome L6 join us for
the walk around that garderr. Flowever for this year there is another opportunily
to get togcther and that is at the 2OO5 HeaLIrcr Sociely Conl'erence being helcl iir
Boumemouth, please see ltelow.

^ So, to the report on the last rneeting: on saturday l2th March, South west
Group members met at the Lytchetl  Matravcrs Vi l lage I{al l  in Dorset for a talk
with slides and the annual Table sl'row. The weather'was bright and brec4r and
frorn lhe Village Hall there was a magnificent vicw over Pooie Ilarbour anil the
Purbeck Hills, so different to last year when drizzly rain obscurecl the yiew
altogether. I was pleased to have sorne of our-regularincmbers present giving a
to-tal of 19 persons including Lin and rnyself. Tire talk for the first part ot tire
afternoon took the fonn of ir compilalion o[ slicles of pasl. meetings ancl
Conl-erences and we were able t.o reminisce over the rnany trremories lrorn those
years. Iile all enjoyed seeing again those gar(lens and nurseries we have visitecl
ar-ld of course were rerninded of those good friencls 1-hat have passecl by the
wayside. After the talk the nrernbers enioyecl the social part ol'thc afteinoop
taking refreshment atrd chatting on our lavourite topic. The Table Sl'rowwas then
judged and Ure results were as fol lows:

Class I A vase or bowl of heathers in bloorn
lst Phil Joyner 2nd Annc pringle

Class 2 A vase or bowl of heathers shown.for foliaqe eil-ect
lst Anne Prin{le 2r-rd phi l  Jovner

Anne Pr ing le  anr l  I  wcre  jo i r t l  w inners  o f  t l i e  Bur f i t t  Bowl  fo r  l l re  rnos t  l to in ls
overall. My tharks go to my wil'e Lin lbr provicling the rcfreshrnents :urcl i.o her



anrl several of the rnembers lbr their work in the kitchen. Thanks are also due
to [.orna Farrow forjudginglheTable show. Finally I must mention the lateJoyce
Burfitt whose iclea it was to have an annual indooimeeting in Lytchett Matravers
irncl to introrhrce the Tallle Show as part of the aflemoon's p;ogramme ancl to
whose memory the Ilurlltt Bowl was cledicated"

Friday 9th Monday l2th September'l'he 2oo5 Lleather sbcrety gatirering. incorporating the Annual conference
ancl the AGM, will be h_elcl ,or'r 9w Group territory, in Bournemouth. I hope that
SW Group members will take the opporlunity to get involved either as resihenUal
or day visitors or even as visitors at a partiCr-rlar event. please see details
elsewhere in this BtLllet[rr

I will annorrnce the garcien(s) that Lin and I intend to visit in 2006 in either
the nexl Arrtumn- or spring f\illetin. I finish this report by thanking you all for
your support ancl liiendship cltrring the many years that I have organised the
programrne ol' the evenls.

PhiL Jouner

An Appreciation
Arnold Stow -  Chalrman

, I would very_much like to place on record the excellentwork carried out by phil
Joyner lor the Sorrth west Group over a periocl of over 2s years. I know that he
has hacl to step,down, reluctantly, clue to the demanding pressures of being
treasurer, a vilal posltion in the Society's workings.

Many members, both local and Iarther alleld have benefited from the manv
meetings and garclen visits that he arranfled and the absence of these in the
Ileatler societg calenrlar is a regrettable loss. whilst thanking phil for his
endeavours may I miike a plea fbr anot.her member to take up lhe reins and
follow in his fool steps. It need only be one indoor meeting at Lyt;hett Matravers
in the spring with one garclen visit larter on. I am sure that the local members
will not want 1o lose torrch with each other as I found myself what a friendly
group they are.

Nurseryman members

w = wholesale nursery only. Retai l  customers are reminded that wholesale
nurseries are str ict ly that ancl wi l l  not welcome retai l  enquir ies.
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R = relail nursery MO = nursery will supply by mail order

Zone | - Scotland
W R M O
Yes YesYes Mr & Mrs.J Davidson, Highland Fleathers, Muirend, COMzuE,

PERTI]SHIRE, t 'H6 2JA.
Yes No No Mr. & Mrs. Li Gow, Perlhshire Heathers, The Farl, Forganclerny,

PtrKIH, PH2 gDB.
Yes YesYes Mr. D.A. Lqqlie, Speyside Iieather centre, west End, Skye of curr,

DUI,NAIN tsRIDGE, INVERNESS SHIRE, PH26 3PA.
Yes YesNo Mr. D. Strrrro!!r,,A!rg!rs Plants & Cralls, Crosston Farm, by tetham,

I.-ORFATI, ANGUS, I)D8 2NZ.
Zone 2 - Ireland
W R M O
Yes YesNo Mr. & Mrs. D. Kerins, Fernhurst Garden Nurseries, Killowen, KENMARE,

CO. KERRY, REPUBLIT] OF- IRELAND.
No YesNo Mr. G. Willis, Kilternan Nrlrseries, Old post Office, KILTERNAN,
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CO. DUBLIN, RtrPUBLIC OF- IREIAND.
Zone 4 - England: Northwesl:
W R M O
Yes No No Mr. T. Foden, Foden Nrrrserics, Rowlev Flouse, Kennincharn, HOLMES

CHAPEL, CHESHIRE. CW4 8DX.
Yes YesYes Mr. T.J. okell, okell's N'rseries, Ducldo' Hearh, Nr. TARpoItLEy.

CHESHIRE. CW6 OtrP.
Zone 7 - England: West Mldlands
W R M O
No YesYes Mr. L.J. coates, 64a chrrrch street, charlton Kings, CIJtrLTENHAM,

GLOUCESTERSTIIRE. GL53 8AS.
Yes YesNo Mr. & Mrs. R. warner, Barncroft Nurseries, Dunwood Lane, Longsclon,

STOKE-ON_TRITNT, STAF-FORDSHI RE, ST9 9 gW.
Zone \L -England: Southern
W R M O
Yes YesYes Mr. J. Fitz-Earle, 78 woocllarrd way, WEST wlcKHAM, KDNT, tsR4 gLR
Yes YesYes Mr. J. Martin, Flillway Nlrrsery, Reibrirlge, EAST GRINSTEAD,

W,  SUSSEX RI I l9  2PS.
No YesNo Mr. S. Moody, 2 cir i l tern cottages, vicarage La'e, Burwash conrnron,

tr"ICI]INGHAM, tr,. SUSSEX. TNIg 7LN.
Zone 12 - England: Southwest
W R M O
Yes No No Mr D. M. Ellge, Forest trclge Nursery, Verwoocl Road, Woocllancls,

w lMBORNE.  DORSE" I .  B I12  I  6 I . I .
Yes No No Mr. M.Cl-C. Skinne.r, Cor.be Florey Nursery, Conrbe Florey,'IAUNTON,

SOMERSET, TA4 3jtr.
Zone 13 - Dngland: Far West
W R M O
Yes No Yes Mr. A. Powell. Talaton Plants, I lv.y Cottages. Talaton, EXETER,

DEVON. EXs 2SIJ.
Zone l4.l - Australasla
W R M O
Yes YesNo Mrs. M.L.,I ]r , ,Ahe_s, Blug Morrntain Nurseries, 99 Brrshy H.i l l  Street,

Tapanui, WEST OTAGO, NEW ZtrALAND.
Yes No No Mr. & Mrs. D.A. Phi l l ips, DricaJlora, p.O. tsox 206, MONtsULK,

VICTORIA 3793. AUST}TALIA.
Zone L4.2 - Canada
W R M O
No YesYes Mr. D. Wilson, 6605 l{opedale Road, CIIILLIWACK, BRITISH

COI,UMBIA. V2R 4IA. CANADA.
Zorre L4.3 - Europe
W R M O
Yes YesNo Mr. G. van Hoel-,  Esweg 15,3771 LIARNEVELD, NtrDERLAND.
Yes No No Mr. K. Krarner, Eclanlner Straj3e 26, 26188 EDEWECIIT. GERMANY.
Yes No No Mr. J. van Leuven, Ilrnenrveg 39, 47608 Geldern, GERMANY.
Yes No No Hr. O. Sonde-rgaa.q,_Gl.Sgnds Planteskole, Gl. Surrdsvej 15,

DK-7 45 I SUNDS. DENMARK.
Yes YesNo Mr. & Mrs. J. Starl ler, 32 nre clu Po't  Noir.  7410o nMtslLLy. FRANCE.
No YesNo Mr. H. westennaln, Baumschulenweg 2,29646lllsplNcEN. GERMANY.
Yes No No Mr. R. Wolski, Kwalifikowane Szkrilki'Owocowe i Roz. ul. Srelrrna

Dabrowa 18, Konstantynow L6dzki 9b-O50, POLAND.
Zone L4.6 - U.S,A.
W R M O
No YesNo Mr. W.T. Dowley. Nerv England Heather, 28 Hurricane Roacl.

KEENE,  NH 0343I .  U .S.A.
No YesNo Mrs. G. Couch-Carlberg, Glenmar Fleatl ter Nursery Inc., p.O. Box 47g,

BAYSIDD, CA 95524,0479. U.S.A.
Yes YesNo Mr. A.H. P!!c!,  tog Horrsc l leathers, 70 Altrga Ddve, SyLVA.

NORTH CAROI,INA 28779. U.S.A.
Yes YesNo Mrs. S.D. Ewalt, Woodville Nursery, 285O Sykes Creek Roacl,

ROGUE RT\,'ER, OREGON 97537, U.S.A.
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HEATHER PLUGS

Two s izes  ava i lab le  by  mai l  o rder
1 .Scm fo r  g rowing  on  f rom 12p each

3.5  cm can be  p lan ted  ou t  f rom 20p each
Over 50 var iet ies always in stock -  150 variet ies grown

Finished plants avai lable to col lect
V is i ts  we lcome by  appo in tment

Ta[aton?fants
Talaton, Exeter,
Devon EXs 2SD

Phone/Fax: 01404 823185
adam.  powel l2@btopenwor ld .com



nrrnnftrgND ,{EAW{En$JLr g-rl
Comr ie  Mui re .d ,  South  Cr ie f f  Roac i ,  Cor ' r ie ,per i l rsh i re  pFI6  2JA

E.mail c.clavidson3@ntlwoild.crlr:t-irltl"tr"t-fl,ut*nr?"?u hcarhcrs f.r rrrair o16cr scrviccP ropriekt rs: Ekrine O . l)ut, i l l  s.rt .  t t  n t l .  . l , t l i t t  ,5. i i r ,r , i ' i i r ,r , ,  ,  i l r f  ) j , , , , , ,  i" f
Come and visi t  our tradit ional I le.athcr Nursery dccp in thc beauti ful pcrlhshire countryside.

A farni ly run busirress estabrishecr ou"t i0 years ago serving the whoresale and
retai l  market anri  producing a qual i ty plant at a vory compotit ive price.* Ilrouse t.h.rough t.he heut.h.er gurtlen * lf qlk ttroitn.r/ tl.e Nrrrs..v

* Oue.r l'10 different. r,cr.ieries uutiluble
Open 7 days _ tO a.m. _ S p.m.
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The Specialist Mail Order Nursery l irr Hcathers and Conif 'ers

Over 100 var ic t ies o{ 'Heathers currcnt ly  avai lablc
Plants avai lable a l l  year  roul lL l  -  nrr  1r1{sp too sr i ra l l  -  f 'ast  c lc l ivcry

Now with "Ottline, secur.e purchasing,,

Bulk order priccs and disc:clunts on sclectecl varictics - see Website fttr dctails

Heather collcctions sti l l  at 200.tr priccs.
f9.99 p lus I ,  & P { i r r  l0  p lanrs

Vis i tors welcornc by pr ior  appointnrent

Itylv.sp ringparknu r
T :0208171  5 l6 l  l i r r l r ee  ca ra loguc

or ernai l  sa les @ spr ingparknursery.co.uk
78,  Woodland Way,  Wesr Wickhanr,  Kenr BI t4 9LR

/our furcry cou{l finae fra{ its
rumcIUSrIr{EKE,

It stil[ canfo, {u q tsultctin
Wite for specia[ nrcmb ers rates

to: Dautf Srwff
Denbelgfi, A[[Sain* fu_ad, Oceting St, Mary

r pswicfi , Suffo fK rp6 s,p:l
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USEFUL ADDRESSES

Society's Website: www.heathersociety.org.uk

Chairman & Poliry muttcrs, major eepnls ptc.
Steering Mr. A. J. Stow, Widmour, Lirnmer Lane, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire,
Committee HPl2 4QR. e-rnaiJ: ajs@widmour.freeserve.co.uk Tel: (01494) 449?97

Treasurer Mr. P.L. Joyner, 84 Kinross Road, Rushington, Totton, Southampton, Hampshire,
SO44BN. e-mail: pjoyner@supanet.com 'fel: (02!80)864336

Scretary & Council Matters/Hire of slides
Slide Librarian Mrs. J. Julian, "Marchams", Main Streer, Askham Richard, York, YO23 3pT.

e-mail: jeanjilian@zetnet.co.uk Tel: (01904) 707316

Yearb oo k Fllitor Arti c le s fo r t he Y e a rb o o k / N amin g of H ea the r s
& Registrar Dr. IJ.C. Nelson, Tippiriwitchet Cottage, Hall Road, Outwell, Wisbech pEl4 8pE.

e 4nail : registaat @zetnet.co.uk
'fel:01945)77305'7 

FAX: (01945)774077

Bulletin FAitor & Notes, articles f}r the Bull.etin and fechniml Matters
Technical Mrs. D. llverett,'lhe Bannut, Bringsty, Hcrefordshire, WR6 5T'A.
Committee ?-mail: everctablnnut@zetnet.co.uk

Tel: (O1885) 482206 FAXi (01885) 482206

Advertising Adrerts, advertising rates etc. lor the Bulletin
Mr. D. Small - details as Plant Sales & Website

Administrator Membership, Substriptions, Orders for publications erc.
Mrs. A. Small, Denbeigh, All Saints Road, Creering St. Mary, Ipswich, Suffolk, Ip6 8pJ.

e -mai I : heatherc @ zetnet.co. uk
Tel: (01449)771220 FAX: (01449)711220

Conference Mrs. S. Kay, I-etterhgesh East, Renville, Co. Galway, Eue
Manager r' -rnail: susick@gofree.indigo.ie Tel: U)353 ()5 43575

Plant Sales Mr. D. Small, Denbeigh, All Sainrs Road, Creeting St. Mary, Ipswich, Suffolk, Ip6 SpJ.
& Website r-mall: heathcrs(dzetnet.co.uk

Tel: Q1449)71r220 FAX: Q7449)711220

Group Organisers (Remember, you will be very welcome at any local meeting or visit!)

East Midlands Mr. A. Ilall, 10, Uppcr Crreen, Nanpantan, l.oughborough, Leics. LEl l 3SG.
e-m.ail: halla@carcAfrcc.ner TeI: 01509 238923

North Erot Mrs. D. M. Wa.rner, Littlecroft, Click-em-in, Ponteland, Newcastle-upou-'Iyne,
NI120 gtsQ. TeI: (01661) 823299

Home Counties Mr. D. Millis, 18, The llorseshoe, LevenitockCrreen, Hemel Hempstead, Herts Htrl 8eW
e-mail: Derek.Millis@care4free.net Tel : (01442) 254880

South West Mr. P.L. Joyner,84 Kinross Roa4 Ruslrington, Totton, Southampton, Hampshire,
SO4 4BN. e-mail: pjoyrcr@supaner.com T'el: (02380) 864336

Yorkshire Dr. J. Griftiths, 9, Ashlea Close. Leeds, West yorkshire. LS25 lJX.
T'el: Qll32\ 863349


