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DIARY OF EVENTS

2006

March l lth South West Sir Harold Hillier Gardens

March 18 Midlands Garden Visit, l,oughborough

April / May Home Counties To be arr:anged

May 7th North East Annual Outing

May l3th South West Exbury Gardens

May 15th Closlng Date fo Srunrner Bulletln

June 3rd Yorkshire Harlow Carr Meeting

July 5th North East Car Outing

September &11 Arurual Conference Burton

September 9th North East Annual Show

September l6th Yorkshire Harlow Carr Meetjng

September 3oth Home Counties Visit to RHS Wisley

October 27th North East AGM
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Euery rrtorning, zuhile ue are on our nnrning cortstittttional round the garden witlt the
dogs, itte stoTt ttt inspect the neto bed of'Ileconnnended l-Ienthers' . I am aery pleasetl to see that
(so fnr ! ) tlrc Erica cinerea plants (nty greatest toorry) are aII still looking perky andhoren't died
of e itlrcr uirtter drougltt or drounins. As I torite this irr mid Janluary, we haae had one small
tnste of I I t t :  Ttrontised'real toit ier '  ,ut i th temperatures down to -6o centigrade.Nothing (as yet)
likt tlte 1981/82 zuirttcr ulrcrr tenrperatures roent Llouttt to -26 " and many plants with their
Ireads ttboue tlrc snorL) colter Tuere killed. - or the bad one sonre years later, when a strong easterly
ruittd, t:ontbirted with tlrc tcntperature rcnnining below freezing for a couple of weeks and no
sttor7 corer, cnused nnny henthers (urtd othcr eoergreens) to die of winter drought.

34th Annual Conference & Annual Gathering of
The Heather Society

8'h -  1 l th September 2006. Palace Hotel ,  Buxton

Buxton is a spa town in the heart o[ the Peak District National park in the
county of Derbyshire. Buxt.on is less than an hour journey from the cities of
Manchester, sheffield ancl Derby and an hour and a half from Nottingham.
Set loo0 feet above sea level amidst the drermatic peak District landscape,
Buxton has been a popular holiday resort for centuries. Blessed with
stunning scenery, magnificent architecture, a wealth of shops, a thriving arts
scene and its world famous spa water, Buxton has plenty to offer any visitor.

We hope you will think we have arranged an interesting programme for
you. Part of our society's remit is to inlorm and to educate, but we would also
like you to come and be entertained. With this in mind, we want as many
people as possible to attend ancl discover the pieasures in meeting others who
are committed to matters ericaceous, be it in an amateur garden or on a
professional horlicultural scale. The conference also includes the A.G.M.. so
corne and play an active part in your Society's affairs.

Programme
Frlday, 8th September: The conference starts with deiegate registration

at about 4:00 p.m. and then alter dinner wil l be formally opened by our
Ctrairnran, Arnold Stow, followecl by two talks. One from Mr. Christopher
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Dean who is working on the "Moors for the Future" project and one lrom Mr.
Geoff Byre on "Seed preparation and Germination Techniques Ibr Moorlancl
Regeneration". These promise to be fascinatine talks.

Saturday gth september: A scenic coach clrive thro'gh the peak District
with a visit to a site near Lady Bower Reservoir to view t he results of Mr. Eyre's
work with heather & grass seed. I{opelully we wil inclucle a visit to the new
research centre for "The Moors lor the Future project" at Eclale, which shoulcl
have its visitor information facil i ty open by Septimber.

A picnic lunch en-route to chatsworth House, near Bakewell. chatsworlh
is one of Britain's best loved historic hotrses and estate, the home of.the Dr-rke
and Duchess of Devonshire, chatsworth I ooo acre park and garclens was the
setting for the recently released fi lm "pricie and Freiu<li". i. o.r. visit wil l
concentrate on the gardens. There wil l be a grriciecl tour ancl electric scooters
are available for the less mobile.

In the evening, after dinner, Derek spicer, i l-re chairman of the Brit ish
conifer society will talk on 'New conifer cultivars and Their Uses as
Companion Planting for Ertcct'.

Sunday loth September
We shall start the morninq with the A.G.M.
Afler coffee, our president, Davirl Small and co'ncil Member, Barry

sellers wil l talk to rrs about their exciting work with .,cape Ileaths', ancl the
construction of David's tunnel for housing his collection.

on sunday af ternoon therewi i l  r le  a v is i r  ro the p lant  anr l  cardening Fai r ,
Pavil ion Gardens Buxton.

Stuart warner of Barncroft Nurseries will be selling plants there and will
be willing to sell to members from his lorry outsicle. .|hJn,rsery grows a wicle
range of plants including; Rhododendrons, Azaleas, conifers, Heathers and
much more. The fir i l  range can be browsed at: www.barncroftn,rseries.com.
Advance orders may be placecl via the website or by post or fax.

After dinner there wilr be a light hearted chance ioi everybody to test their
knowledge of ericaceous matters. A table quiz with a glittering a"rray ol.prizes
for the winners.

The above programrne may be subject to amendment and the timing or'1hegroup photograph wil l be announcecl during the Conference.
Accommodation has been reserved at the palace Hotel, which is in thevery

heart of Buxton. This-is a wonderltrlry appointecr hotel complete with a spa
and swimming pool. There are 5 acres otgiiaens to stroil through ancr admire
the views over the town. At the moment we have reservecr 5 tvin, lo croubre
and lo single rooms. If you are thinking of att.encring, please let Anne Small
know as soon as possible, statingyo,r room requir.*.r-rt". Lastyearwe fb,ncl
that there was a big clemancr for singre rooms. The hotel requires ftrm
confirmation of our room requirements by l"tJuly 2006, after which there wilr
be a 9O% charge for late cancellations.

If all these rooms are taken, then there may be the possibili$r of booking
more rooms, otherwise srrbsequent bookings will be accepteci as clay vrsitori
and those persons will be askecl to ^ik" th"i. o*., b..l & breaklast
accommodation arrangements. In this case the telephone number ot the area,s
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Tourist Information Office will be given to aid Bed & Breaklast enquiries.
Cost ofthe Conference
Final costings are not yet available, but the figures given below are for your

guidance and should not be too far from the right numbers
Resident, for the whole weekend.
Resiclent, leaving Sunday afternoon
Resident, leaving after Sunday dinner

€265 (per person sharing)
t2OO (per person sharingJ
f,220 (per person sharing)

There is a single person supplement of t lO per night
Non-Resident, Friday evening &27

Saturday: al l  day S35
excluding dinner Sl5

Sunday: al l  day S3O
excluding dinner S10

For non-residents, Friday evening includes afternoon tea and dinner. The
Saturday and Sunday rate includes the visi ts, lunch and dinner.

Cheques for the booking fee of S2, and for the Conference should be made
payable to The Heather Societg, tbe booking fee is non-returnable and is not
a deposit on the cost of the Conference. Please note that the latest date for ful l
payment is 7t" July 20O5. Members are reminded that payment by VISA or
MASTERCARD credit cards is acceptable.

A cost per night for the use of the hotel around the conference week-end
may be obtained from Susie Kay, who will be pleased to answer any qrreries
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  2 0 0 6  C o n f e r e n c e  ( T e l :  0 0 3 5 3  9 5  4 3 5 7 5 ,  e  m a i l :
susiek@gofree. indigo.ie)
Sa^sle Kn.r'

Proposed field trip to northern Spain.
As many of you know we were hoping to have a field trip to the Picos ancl

Galicia in northern Spain this year. Originally. this was being arranged
through a tour operator who subsequently dropped out. Although the Society
itself  has the capabil i ty to organise such a tr ip we cannot insure such a visi t
as we are not ABTA rated.

It  is with much regret we have had to abandon our plans lor 2006 but wi l l
continue to seek a tour operator we can work with in future.
Dut , id  Snru l l

Profile of Council Member - David Edge
David's interest in heathers started when he took employment at the age

of nineteen at Stewarts Nurseries based at wimborne in Dorset. This followed
3 years of employment on leaving school, with the Ministry of Defence, as a
scienti f ic assistant at Porton Down near Salisbury. Seeing that his future did
not l ie in this l ield, he decided that perhaps a career in hort iculture held more
interest. as he had developed an interest in this area at school.

A two-year apprenticeship was offered to David at Stewarts'Nurseries and
in this Bttllettl.

Secondly I need to remind members that Lin and I will bevisitine two pardens
t lu r inq  th is  Spr ing  bu t  I  need to  po in t  ou t  lha l  the  da le  fo r  the  f i rs t  v is i l  has  been

- 3 -
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on turning up for work on the first day he appeared dressed smartly with
polished shoes tie and jacket. The assumption that the first day would be
spent fi l l ing in forms and visit ing other departments as per the Ministry of
Defence was rudely shattered when he was directed immediatel.y to the
potting bench.

David's training at Stewarts was broadly based and included a horticultural
course at Dorchester College. All aspects of production of trees and shrubs
ancl at the garden centres were covered in the apprenticeship including the

propagation of heathers!
David's interest in heathers developed with

another  apprent ice ,  a lso  a t  S tewar ts .  and
weekends were spent in bui lding a col lect ion
and visi t ing nearby nurseries such as special ist
heather growers Ma-xwell and Beale. His parents
in the meantime had moved to a property with a
large garden and this providecl an area to set up
his col lect ion and production with a small
propagation area.

At the end of his apprenticeship in 1971,
aged 21, David was offered a place at Hadlow
College in Kent, on a three year OND sandwich
course studying the production o[ trees and
shrubs. The middle year was spent at Barters
Farm Nurseries nearWarminster and he returned
to college to lead a project in the final year
producing a commercial heather crop.

Weekends and holidays in the meantime had
allowed David to bui ld up a unit at his parents

proclucing 3OOO heathers a year which local garden centres purchased. He
returned from college having saved the sum of €4OO.OO and an acquaintance
informed him of a 3-acre area of ground nearby that was available lor rent.
As his lather wished to reclaim his own garden, he decided to take the plunge
of self-employment and invest this sum in the formation of the nursery.
Moving the heather production to the new site, addit ional work was taken on
in the lbrm ol ' landscaping and garden maintenance to provide addit ional
income. Deliveries were undertaken init ial ly in a three wheel Reliant van,
upgracling eventually to a Ford Anglia van.

The end of the five-year lease encouraged David and his wife to take the
plunge and sell their house at fungwood and purchase two acres of land at
Woodlands where the relocation of the nursery took place and home was then
a mobile home. Income was supplemented by his employment at nearby
garclen centres whilst he and his wife developed the nursery. Eventually the
nllrsery was able to provide full time employment to David. additional land
was purchased and a house constructed.

He has continued to special ise in heather production f inding that straying
into alpines, conifers and herbaceous plants were a distraction from the core
subiect of the business.

- 4
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Now, aged 55, David continues to specialise in heather production and his
business is major supplier to retail outlets throughout the south of the country.

David was a founder member of the British Heather Growers Association.
which at its peak had25 members. He is a Panel member ofThe Horticultural
Development Council representing ericaceous growers where he combines
his research and wide nursery experience to the benefit of potential industry
research projects.

Heathers in - Mg gard.enr An intimate magazine
for garden lovers ( f  934-f  95f  ) .

Charles Nelson

I recently acquired a partial set of this little magazine which was owned
and edited by Theo A. Stephens ( I 888- I 972). Stephens published his rather
personal magazine every month for l8 years between 1934 and I95l; the
volumes I have are nos. 1 to 24 inclusive (1934 to 19421. The writ ing in the
magazine was of a very high standard it was intended to be reod not merely
looked at. As Stephens himself put it "lt is not intended that Mg Cardenwill
ever be an instructional book in any sense of the word. Its aim wil l be to
interest real garden lovers by talking about gardens in all their respects." One
of the most frequent contributors was Arthur Tlsil io Johnson, whose name
is familiar to heather enthusiasts: not only did he write one of the first
twen t i e th -cen tu ry  books  ;
about hardy heathers, The Mv
lvtrdg heaLls antd some oJ

Glntxs . f , rx t r , rnv rcy.y-1

Bul l f inches and Heathertheir nearer atlres ( 1928, and
revised several times), but
he also was responsible for
introducing two cult ivars
that still have merit today
Ertcct darlegensis'Arthur
J o h n s o n '  a n d  C a I I u n a
uulgaris'Johnson's Variety'.
J o h n s o n  w a s  a  r e g u l a r
cont r ibu tor  about  many
other garclen topics to such
periodicals a s The g ardener' s
chrontcle and lVeur-/lora and
sgllra. as well as Mg garden.

I n  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  M y
garder-1, volume by volume,
I noted quite a few art icles
o n  h e a t h e r s .  a n d  o t h e r
t i tb i t s  o f  in fo rmat ion .  One
o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t .

\  / ISE  b i r t l s  l r u l l hnchcs .  f ' , r  i n s t c r ( l r r f  qo i ng to  t l r c
v  Y  b l cak  r t ( r ' ) r s  f { , t  l r ea t l r l r  so ( l 1  l l t r : \ ' c ( } n l c  l ouu t  { i r r

r len.  Hcre,  oddl  y crrough, thcy scenr to 1 i rcf , ' r  t l re Lor s i r . . r  : r
heath ( I i r ica str ic ta)  to any otber.  

' lh is  
bc:rut i fu l

species wraps its seed vessels in fat|:rl lLiu'cr callrt:s
w l r i ch  a re  no rv  a  L r i g l r t  r r r s t l ' - l r r l  ; l t r ( l  : i l l gu l i n l \ .
a t t r ac t i ve  aga i l l s t  l l t ( .  l r ) ( , j s . g tee i t  f , , [ i r L l - , . .  r \ t l I  t , r  t l r i r
co l ou r i r r g  t l r e  l r r i l l i an t  r ) sy - (  (  r  i c , '  o [  ] \ l  r .  l l r r l l l i r r , . l r ' .  l  x , s r
waistcoat ,  h is steel-b luc and chcquer of  u ' l r i te t r l l  s t ' t
o l f  r v i t h  a  j e t - b l ack  I r c r c t ,  ; r n , l  t l r .  K i r r dcn  i r t  a l lV
season can s l tow no pret t ior  spcclacle of  t l re k i r r t l .

Not long ago it w.as rcportcrl in thc girrrlt:rr Prcss
holv bullfinches h:rd bcen the ureans of disscmrnatiug
t l r t  sccd of  l - .  lus i tanica.  I t  ser .nr . .  t l r l l  : r  r . r r lurrv r , f
t l r i s  Sp r rn i s l r  I r t ' a t l r  sp rang  r r p  i r r  ; r  i i c l , l : l t  s ' r n t r . , l i s t . r r r , . , .
f l ' , t l r  a  r vc l l - k r r ou r r  S r r ss , . x  g : r r t l c r r  i r r  r r l r i e i r  t l r r .  i , l : r r r
rvas growi l tg.  i l r r rv thc s,  , .J l i : rgs g() l  t l r (  T, '  rv i , .  [ , , r
su r l r u -  t i n l e  i t  n t ys t c r y .  B r r t  i t  i r ' , . n l r r ; r l l y  t r r Lnsp i t - r r l
that bullfinches, after visiting the gardcn, rvcre in thc
habi t  of  rcturning to the l lc ld.  ln doing so t l r t ,y  carr i t r l
somc seecl acllrering to thcir bills, arrtl this, u;ipcrl<rff,
as  t l r ey  r l i d  t l r c i r  t o i l c t ,  f c l l  t o  l l r e  g ro r r r r , l . r n , l  s t ,
germinatcr l .  I

o
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since as far as I am aware the information doesn't appear elsewhere. is a
note in the issue for June I946 about the death of Mr. Syme, gardener to Mrs.
Ralph W. T. Walker. who had been responsible for propagating Erica camect
'Springwood White' (Mg garden 32 (150): 625.627) after Mrs. Walker had
collectecl it in on Monte Carregio, Italy. Syme had worked for Mrs. Walker for
26 years.

The articles are a l itt le out-of-date as far as nomenclature is concerned,
but they are not without value, so over the next few issues of the Brrlletin we
will reproduce a selection in facsimile, giving members a flavour of the
magazine as well as the entertainment of reading what was being written
about heathers in the I93O's and early 1940's

The f l rs t  ar t ic le ,  s igned "J"  -  there is  no c lear  ind icat ion who th is  was.
but  I  suspect  i t  was Johnson -  is  about  bul l f inches and heathers which
refers incidentally to the spread of Eri"calusttantca at Lytchett Matravers
in Dorset  (see Bul le t in  6 no l4 :4 (Spr ing 2OO5)) .  I  was suf l ic ient ly
int r igued about  th is  to check the in format ion that  bul l f inches do eat
heather  seeds .  A  number  o f
web s i tes ,  inc lud ing  tha t  o f  The
John Mui r  Trus t  (www. jmt .o rS)

p r o v i d e d  t h e  a n s w e r  -  " t h e

Bull f inch is typical ly associatecl
w i th  gardens ,  park land and
w o o c l l a n d  b u t  i t  d o e s
s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s e  y o u n g
p lan ta t ions  and wet  a reas .  One
of  the i r  p re fe r red  foods  in  the -  c ro i r io , \  Eseryonc  o l

. .  , . l .L r - r ;cue  i r  q ' , r tn  r ro  ' i r ' - ,  h  r -  r ' (  "  I  0

. .  o rcmin i f , i l i us  i  r l r  l r . :  I  u l .  .u  , .  . i r .  |  0t 1 0
t { l

, ,  Sr tmin i fo l ius  , f  rhc  lEsr  I  u l l  \uD

, '  l cnu i lo l ius  r r )s 'u ( ins
Er ;c :  unrbc l las .  A  I ' v t l r  in r : rJuLr i .  r :  ln , :n  I r )dur :x l l ' 6

la rh inur r  P ! rk . r i .  I  rc  r l  rcasur .  2  6

b c n o r h c r a . \ i m € a { O E , c c s D i t o $ 1 .  l l u ! . r . . n r ( d u h i t . r l ( ' \ ' c r s  l ' 6

l IY ( ;ARDEN . l a \ t I , \ n 1 ' r . l : i 4

Beautiful antl Uncommon Plants
2 t 6
7 ) (
l / 6
|6
5 l -
I 0
1 , 6

l 1 6
2 t 6
2 1 6

And.Dlacc cvliodtic, i
, .  h id . l la  t  r . i l l r  l r i ;h  c ! ' ss  t la rs
, ,  p l r .na ic2  fo r  r t )c  A l l , t r .  hor l f

, ,  ,p inu l i f c ta
CauunNulg i l i s  c lcFnt i66 ima A. \1  ,  l {  H  S.  t93 t

CmDanuh a lF ina' . .  
A ;chcr i  r l rc  fo  r r  rc : l  - r t r r t t c '

., forma"ecliana and not commooLv

, ,  o rphen id is  I  ob ta inab lc

uplancls during the autumn and
winter is heather seed." Another
inc luded the statement  that  in
" the  au tumn.  Bu l l f inches  a lso
feed in  f locks  on  heather  seeds
a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  m o o r l a n d "
(www.highlandbiocliversity. com).

The second page reprinted
here is W. E. Th. Ingerwersen's
advert isement which includes
C alh n a uulg aris'Elegantis sima'
( n o w  k n o w n  a s  ' W a l t e r

I n g w e r s e n ' )  a s  w e l l  a s  E .

tLmbellata. Lastly an article on
'My heath garden' by Norma
Cousie. I  have not traced any
information about the lady nor
where she l ived. but her icleas are
she wrote.

Cvanqnrhus  so  K.V"  l t4q  6 .  o l  th .  h rnd tohn l  p l .n r t t to tu  ch l . r
cvc lanrcn  ih i r i .um bdget iom.  BdrJ  N.e  l )  \ . "v . : i

Edmi ln f ius  mudotu '  
l  -  - -  - - -  - . . " -  - , - . . , - . " . . "

2 t 6
Everyonc  o f  rhc  ndd i rn th ls  !  1 l

P i imu l :  (OorPhx l ;s l lmnu j  r incaef loB.  \  \ . i i L 'n  r ) r l ( . ' d

I ta . i v  : t r6

P i imuh Winrc r i .  U  h i .h  .u r  l l ( ^ r . .  ! t  Xr r r r \  J r6

Rrnuncu lus  q landr i l r io idcs .  An a lp rnc  housc  hcnu l !  f ru r ) '  \ l t

,Arhr .l/6

S i lcnc  Inermi i .  A . \1 . ,  (  h ( lsc r ,  Ig r r  2  6

v r r o n l o ' r m m b v c i n r .  A r . r r ' . r l r c r r n J l l - r r r c / 5 u r c f l r r A n r a i  I  6

Wdlcnbc 'c i i  i ru rn i l io ru rn  l0

-  
-  

Manhcvs i i .  l . , 'Y . l !  dJ  t {  r ( ' cn '  tn r r  du ' t ru1  I  0

W. E. TH. INGW.ERSEN Ltd.
BTRCH FARM, SHARPTHORNI],  EAST GRINSTEAD

T.l.phon. tt Talesamt: "IH,4R]'THORNE 36

coNTRIBUTIoNS. l,i;':itlri,i:i';:il":i';llj,t'i,:Lll l]:.:il;;.il;
r t I  w  l l  l ,  r r i , r , , r  r r ' t i d ,  I  t h .  \ n n . r  r  n r r ,  .  t [ ' ] n y  l r i i ] r . t r  I  t r 1 I  r L J  l ! . 1

l y  ^  { 1 r i i . l  l l ! * * d  ( n r t l ' r t r  T h .  F d i t . r  s i i l  n n r  h f } r ! "

i ; , r ; t  J n i  r ' ! D l s i l n t r ,  r i  ,  ,  ' , ' r r ! , r  r [ . k ' { ' ] p h r  ! 6 r  o r  h $ : i i d  i .  h 1 n '

n ' s L . i  a h d  s h i l {  i n  r L  .  !

i l l l  , o t t n , : l i o . s  n ,  , f t  l  ' r  I , i i i  : J '  o , ,  i D l l r ' l ! r

l r t . . J i n F  . '  o l r b t r l t B  , r .  " ! u ! ! r d  r o  i t t r  l v  l Y  C ^ r ! . t s  . . r . r J l ,  L d . r .

My Garden
l'fintLed on tha frd ol .o.r, nonth

34 Southampton St rcc t ,  S lnnd '  London,  W.C.2

worth airing more than 70 years afterst i l l

To quote Theo Stephens himself: "And now, like OliverTwist, may I ask for

m o r e . . . "  -  m o r e  i n  t h e  n e x t  B u l l e l i n . . .

- 6 -
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l: 2-54 F-cb 3.1 Erica lusitanica (photo)
l :  zl08 Mar 34 l leaths and pcat J
l :  29-5-298 Feb 34 Wintcr_f lowcring shrubs Cambrensis
l:  I  I  2 Jan 1934 l lul l f inchcs : ind hearher J
I:  438-440 Mar 34 My hcath garden Norma Cousie
2 :111-120 May 34  . fhc  

sumrner - f lowcr ing  hca ths  A.  T .  Johnson
3: 158 Oct 3,1 A hcath hetige
-l :  3(r l  Nov 34 Erica austral ia .Mr. I iobcr.t ,  (photo)
3: 472 Dec 34 Erica carnea r in Givcn a gardcn XII . . .1 Bcverley Nichors
3:247-251 OcL34 Sonre late-f lowcring shrubs paul Trevor
.3: 7(r-80 Scp 34 On l irne-loving plants paul Trevor
;1: 2.17 Fcb 3.5 Erica mediterranea supcrba (photo)
. l :  .1u-.50, -55--56 Jan 35 Flora hyemalis A. T. Johnson

On winter-f lowcring shrubs
4: 309--1 13 Mar 3.5 Making a heath garden A. . I . .  Johnson
4: -541 Apr 3-5 St l)abcoc's hcath (photo)
-5: 14 Nlay 35 Erica carnea Springwood J
.5: 540 Aug 35 Thc Ctonnemara heath J
6: 197-200 Oct 3-5 I lcaths in Autumn A. T. Johnson
9: 14- 1-5 Se p 36 The Mecli terranean heath
9: 4l-43 Scp 36 Sumnrer-Autunrn heaths A. T. Johnson

Sontc  d is t ingu ishcs  nove l t i cs
l0 :  16-17  Jan 37  Er ica  carnea (p lus  co lour  photo)
l0: 375-378 Mar 37 l leaths in thc rock_garclen A. .1..  

Johrrson
13:  4 t30  Apr  38  Hearh  hedges A.  . t . .  J .
l3 :  -531- -532.  .53-5 ,  Shrubs  fo r  Spr ing  p lan t ing  A se lecr ion ,  A .  T .  Jo l rnson
-537-.540 Apr 38 rnainly evergreen [+ photo ol

E. arborea alpina p. -53-51
l-5: (r9 Scp 3t3 l)aboccia azorica
15: 472, 1'73,474, ' l 'hc 

winter_f l .wcring heaths Colour A. T. J'hnson
477-480 l)cc 3lt  ancl lragrance in the Dark Days
17: 446-411 Aug 39 purplc hearher
I 9: 42 Jan 40 A beauti ful heath [umbcllata]
2l:  268 Nov 40 A winter-f lowering trec heath

(E.  lus i tan ica)
23 :  l12  Aug 4 l  Doub lc - l lowercd  heaths
23:221-222 Scp 4 l  Thc  hca th  o fspr ing
24 24 Jan 42 ' l 'hc 

Cornish heath
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My Heath Garden
By Normo Cousie

rf HIS _winter I have been making a heath garden,
r not, I'm afraid, the size of the hige one at fuisley,

nor yet a whole hillside like a famous one in Glouce!-
tershire : but a small semi-rvild place devoted to
heatlrs, their cousins the azaleas, arrd such things as I
thought woulcl look ',vell with them. In fact it is onlv
that the heaths are numerically in the maioritv thai
warrants my giving it that title at all I

Azaleas have always been my first love among
plants, and having already a goodish mass of flam6
and orange ones elsewhere in the garden, I hacl long
wanted some more of quieter colouring as a contrast:
I also wanted to try what Miss Jekyll advocates in
one of her marvellous books, that is, to plant them
several yards apart from each other in order to show
their beauty of growth.

The site was a narrow strip- of land mnning uphill ;to a" clump of birch trees on the skyline, with a sinall ;
plantation of young Scots fir on one side and a rough i
hedge on the other. The ground was covered wiih l
rough grass, bracken, brambles and at the top solid ,ti
gorsg: As I am single handed I cannot work very iapidly i
but it makes the joy of achievement at the end ai th;
greater !

I had to begin by cutting brambles etc. and mark-
ing_out a rough path ; that needed great consideration,
as I have learnt by bitter experienCe it is far easier to
remove turf than ieplace it l' After that I had to cut
down a few trees, a badly grown birch, and two larches
and a pine to break the straight line of the wood.
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Then came stripping the turf in large irregular patches
on eaclr  s ide of the path. I 'he l ieathr l  f" .dfv.-oi"
lr"ppJ in this soil with the minimum of .liggi"g, t;i
for. t l re ot l rer plants I  excavatcd goocr-siz"a"f i "r i ' ,  , "d
r.t_.199.gcnerous quantities of leaf soil and rotted turf.
^.  Wlth this plant ing in view I  had gone a bust at  the
Chelsea Show last year (for me, thJt is, *fr"" Ji *J
plants have to come out of a iimitecr dress .il"-""i"i.
I ordered sixteen cream and yellow azaleas, t*o A""'o
p-urpl.e rhododendrons, two ceanothus, three japane-s!
cherries, a Solanum crispum, a Ilalesia carolini, seve;:
teen tall heaths and a great many dwarf ones. S"
wlren plant in_g t inre camJit  was ,e.t iy rather exci t ine.
, ,  I .pyt t l re . fapanese cherry,  Ukon ( i  pale y"t to*-on'"
tJrat - l  personal ly l ike alrnost the Uesi;  t rai f  wav uD
the slo_pe on t l re r ight;  rather belr ind i t  I  p lantej  t f r i ,
grey blue Ceanothus dentatus floribundus, and in f.ont
a big mass of the tall-growing white Eriia f"rit""lc" j
tlren.a widely-scattered. irreg*ular planting o,t "rii"u',
pontica and viscosa, yellow and wirite "rrE ,ery .;;
smelling ; and among and in front of them drifts-;i
dyl-.f heaths, chiefly the white form of Dabcecia
polifoiia and our wild Calluna vulgaris. Lower o" tt u
right come the mauve solanum, the white halesia
and a group of baby berberis sent me from \\' islev
last year. In front of them come stretches of the earlir
floryelng- Elica carnea, the type plant, praecox rubr"a
and the dark Vivelli.

On the other sicle of the curving path I have two
double rvhite cherries against the da"rk firs, below them
more yellow and white azaleas (Byron and Narcissi-
flora), 

.the purple rhododendro.ts orid a colony of the
!a1ly blue comfrey and again more heaths" with i
drift of rvhite daffodils plarited among them to foam
9:y" th_e hiil, A group of Erica Veiichii, another oJ
lnca arborea alpina also come into the picture and
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merge at the bottom into an old planting of white
broom.

So that the colouring is nearly all cream and white
and pale yellow with touches of grey_blue, purple and
mauve . against a maSS of dark green, grey_green and
the white stems of the birches. An abiolutE contrast
to my other flaming group of azaleas,

It has been the most tremendous fun, both planning
it and carrying it out. Naturally it wil not^rook iti
best for a year 9j tyo,by-whiih time all the gaps
between the heaths should have filled up; but even
now, in mid-January, it is very pleasant to my mind
with the early Erica _carneas a mass of pink, Erica
lusitanica coming out hard and the flower buds of the
azaleas glistening in the sun, fun of promise to come.

o

Heather Restoration at Kinver Edge, worcestershire
Wtth acknowledgements to the National Trust

,  
An ongoing programme of restorat ion work on the lowland heath at Kinver

Edge has started to yield signif icant results.
Lowland heath is one o[ the most enclangered habitats in Europe ancr the

warden and 'The 
Kinver Edge Volunteers'have been working to restore i t  by

removing scrub. Cattle grazing has been reintroduced to the sitE to maintain the
open heath after removal of the sc.'b. Bees, moths ancl otherheathlar'cl insects
are benefiting from the work but perhaps the best sign of success is the return
of the rare Nightjar, a noct.rnal bird of open heath, af ler an absence of 2o years."Kinver 

Edge is a site of Special Scienti l lc Interest (SSSI) and the work
undertaken wil l  encourage more heathland grasses and heather to grow,
providing a more varied environment and habit i ts for the wildl i fe,, ,  cornrnented
simon cleaver, property Manager. "Throughout 

the summer, our stat l-ancl
volunteers have also been improving some of the rootpaths, Jsing the wood
chippings from the trees that we've removecl."

This work has been firnclecl by a grant. frorn DEFRA via a countrysicre
Stewarclship scheme. KinverBdge, roci led.yust eight miles lrom Birmingham,
has a network of footpaths, icleal for an airtumn walk.
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Letters to the Edi tor
Ei leen  pe t te rssen

'Natrrral ' 
or 'Artir iciai ' 

? 'n4insling'?' (BtLneti.nAutumn 2oo5) took up lhevery vital topic or.any heather garden and David prumridge'encls with aq.eslion to other members. I woulcr r-rave riked to be abre to aiswer, but onlyencl r.rp with more cluestions ancl it seems 1o me.open Forum'woulcr be a goodfonrm for a cliscussion.
My firscination i '  heathers comes lrom its habitat and in t]re garcren thisis representecl wilh the.nattrral, rningling look. If I had to choose, I woulcl gofor this apJlroach. To have seen DJn Richarcl's garcren [in c'mbria] waspe rh r r l r s  l h t .  l r es l  cxpe r i ence .
visit ing rnany heather garcrens at annual conferences through the years,my taste hils witrenecl. A planting where each prant shows ip can be amarvellous r;ight ancl in a l inrirerl slrace must be the onry w.yto g.o* neathers.To my rnind conifers are also incorporatecl better in irrat iyp"-oi garden.

- - ol 'co.rse all pla.tings start out as David's ,Artif icial ' 
looi ana end up as'Nat , ra l ' i f  

le f t  unar tencrecl .  I  c lo  th ink you need a h igh degree of  p lantknowledge and an art.ist's eye to rr-rake the 'Artilicia| gard"en looi reaily goocr,plr-rs hrrving access to the chosen cultivars. My best experience of such a
sarden is Brita's and ir certainly cloes nol f it th; labeil ing e.i i i i"r.r,or even'Irormal'. 

I l ike to think of it as 'cared [or'- it has an atmosihere ol caring thatwarms your soul. I 'm lucky to have had the privilege.
,tg nlta Plurnridge hacl to figrrt swamping in their lovely mingling garden,so I harl to p,l l out E. x rcramert this year; my crimate hacr turnecl it into aw i r r r r l e r i ng  smo the re r .
Dcrltoeckt ccnllctbrirrt 'waley's Recl' lieezes back most years, so it is saJ-e and agreat delight. I also fincr th.at mingling gives a protecl.ion from frost. My hope is thatLhe mingling approach will sort out in" pra"rc that cope uest wim lridually beingt'rnecl into the garden of a rnini 'ord piopres Home' with .ro g*,i.r,".
Eiltctt's letter rentintletl.rne 

.of 
n most irttere iting nrticle , thnt she rc'rote for Henther Neusirr 2001, nltorrt Jrcr gurlc.n itt NorrLtlt!/. lt is reprodt'u:ed belozu. Etl.

My Garden
Eileen petterssen, Otervei 16, E2A6 Radal, Norway

with ar:knowledgements to Heather Nerus - the quarterty
publication of the North American Heather Society _

Spring 2OO4

when Joyce askeci me to write about rny garden. I thotrght this an easy thingto clo. I had the idezr of'starrti'g at the ueginning twenty_five-yea_rs ago, but foundthis mz'rcle it:rll seem so cristant. Startingwork the garden this past spring triggeredmy memory somewh.t. Here are some o[ experiences - gooar and otherwrse.
My fascination with heathers is more *i th th.- in ihe wild than as garclenplants; I  tel l  people I hzrve plants, not a garcren. Brake's words express ttr isbe t te r  than rn ine :
To see a Worlcl tt a Clrein of Sctrtd
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And a I'Ieauen tn a WtId Floruer.
Two factors limit Ihe possibility of having a variecl he:rlher garcler-r here. First,

our climate, inlluenced by the gull'stream, has cool summers ancl rlrilcl winters.
This should be fine for the heathers if we only hacl more sun duri'g sumrner,
a proper autumn to stop growlh, ancl a snow cover duling sudden or long spells
of Irost. Hardiness zones are difficult to translatc as they clo nol take into account
1]tese factors. The local variation in temperature ancl rainfall is substartial. Most
of the year we are 5c ' colder than Berger-r city or 1l-re coastal islancls. Sunshine
hours are fewer too, but I haven't been able to get uprtatecl figurcs.

The second limiting factor is the lack of availalie plants. The numlter of species
and cultivars to be forlnd in nurseries or garden centres in Norway is very restricleci,
almost non-existent. Earlier, the planls woulcl be nnmed culuvars, but this has
changed; they are nowlabellecl as spring Heather, Autumn Heather - if any,lhing.
In April, one white, perhaps two colotrrecl, but no foliage cenrees are available. In
September/october two or three callura cultivars appear, but they are big plants
and will nol establish well enough to sunrive the winter.'I'o plan a hlather plar-rting
under Lhcse conditions is impossible. Therefore we use heathers mosily used as
companion plants, in containers or, perhaps most widely, on graves.

My interest in heathers started in lgzz. At that t ime, when we travel lerl
to Bngland we could bring pianl.s to the value of s,2s home to Norway, ancl it
was Geoffrey Yatcs who suggested buying rootecl crrttings so I would have
good number ol 'plants to start off  with. I t  was also possibie to irnport planl.s
on a l icense, bul the procedure of gett ing thern through inspection took so
lon$ that plants were in avery poor conclition when receivecl. So-on, ilrportatiop
became so dif l icul l  that producing plants oneself was thc only alternative.
This has perhaps been perhaps the greatest joy anci satisfact ion o[ rny work
l'vith heathers and I am very thankful for the help receivecl fron.r Geoflrey
Yates, Anne and David at Denbeigh, John and Nancy prouclfoot, ancl Bri ta
Johansson. Attending the annual conferences of The Heat.ler soaetgwas an
opportunity to bring back cutt ing rnaterizr l ,  giving rne a chance to try out new
variet ies. During the next spring the t iny plants went into thc garclen but
needed carelul attention through tire lirst year. The variable witrter clirnate
mcant adding protection during suciden spel ls of bare l iost ancl taking i t  off
again in wet and rni ld periocls. This demanded an alertness that seerns to have
cleserted me in more rece nt years. I  have had to give up proci 'cing planLs, ancl
even i f  I  miss i t  greatly, i t  is a chal lenge just to keep going whii  I  clo l-rave.

The native vegetation o[ our site was dominatecl by salur, j unipe r , calhnu,
Mgica gole, Vaccinrum urfi.s,rclea ancl MtlrltLs. lVorr.,, having to reclrrce 1rv
gardening, I  arn very pleased that rny heathers look so naturai with the native
vegctat ion. The house is placed on the f lat area towarcls the 0.3-acre garden.
with a steep slope leacl ir-rg clown to a small  lake on 1l-re wcst side. The fronl
garden is a south facing slope, less steep, ar-rcl this is whcre n.ry heathers st i l l
c lominate the picture, even i f  the lowest part now graclual ly i i  going back to
nature. The situation of our house, unfortunately, me:rns t l-rc heathers are not
visible from indoors, which is rather sad. br.rt  the heat.hers give a warming
rveicome on arr ival (and remind one o[what neecls to be clone).

We had lived here for twenty years when rny interest in treathers st:rrtecl.

- 7 2 -
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The lirst pl.n1ing, in 1978, was on the lowest harf of rhe slope, with smallplants ol 'quite a numrrer of species. The nrajority were ca[rrna cr.rlt ivars, butalso bell heathers (Eri.ccL cinereo), E. carnect, and more tencrer Enca species.with no l<nowreclge o|harcriness, I hacl sorne harcl ressons to learn, but alsosome nice s,rprises. over the-next f i |teen years or so, the top haffof the slopervas inchrcled to make place for the many new plants I wanted to enjoy.In Norway, .hree of the heather lamily grow naturalry but, ironically, noneof tl-rem is easy to grow ir-r the clirnate of my garclen. cctlruna(RossryngJ needsa s,nny ancl clry position to perform well, and therefore really is best as asonth-lhcing rock garclen prant. After about ten years, I gave up lbcusing onling bu1 sti l l  have a f 'ew for giving colour in the auLumn]
someofBrita's crrtivars areverygoocr,'and Bob Brien's St. Kirdaheathers seemtotoleraleourdrrl lsrmmers.u.H.Hamilton', Albaplena',""o.c.rf."u,havebeen

the best of rhe cailunas. Many of the seecilings popping lbr ayear or two to rightenup the slope. . white florvers i' the wild -... ".ryi"-, 
"urt 

tast y"a, I sow so manyclose together, in two localities, tl-rert I wonder iithis is the result of radiation.
Ericcrter.ralLr (Klokkelyng/poselyns) is also. widespreaa piant in naturehere, l>.t norL rsecr as a garclen plantat all. It gets straggly, sti lr growrng in darka.t,rnn days. p.rning harrcl may result in late no-Liir,rg - something youwoulcl l ike to avoid, as the early I 'rowering is what you 

"neecr 
in a heatherplanting here. Recently, I have been trying orrt more of the.tr. tetraluvcurtivars,

as this species Ilts well with rny 'back to nature' policy. wilcl white IetralLxplants are fairly easy to fincl, ancl I have severar Norwegian ones. I also stillhave a lovely while E. letrch-rcrrlt ivar f iom the Farmouth conference in r 983.E'rtca ctrterea (Klokkelyng/pr-rrpurlyns) is or-rr thircl wird-growing heather.It grows in a vcry narrow strip along ouiso'thwest coast, on the isrands ina so^rrth-west lacing posil ion. Few Norwegians know it exists; ancl there isconfusion, as 'Klokke-lyng' (Bell,heather)-is used as the common name forboth bell- ancl cross-reavecl heather. The alternative names are more rocal. Apoem by our olav H. Hauge, translated by Robin Fulton, shows this:
Song, trectcl ligllttlll orr mt1 heart,
Tread li.glflly as bell-lrcatlrer ort roatery moor,
As btrd ort ouenighl ice.
Rret tk  l l rc  r . r r r .s l  o l  pui r r .
Song, yott 'I l  drotun.
In the garclen E. ctnereaneecls the most protected place in a rocky bed, withfull sun ancl goocl drainage. (Full sun in west Norway = a clull sky most of thetime.) Some goocr winters it croes s'rvive b,t is rost sooner, rather than later--except in the very Iavourable situation near its natural area. ,Dnca clnereadoes come again from thc: base brrt often wii l not procruce strong prants beforenext winter. My only ci 'erea prant now is my own 'ogmuncl' 

bt,i o.re. the yearsI've hacl such a lot of pleasure fiom the bett heathers.
. oi 'the o*rer E'ropean species, E. ccrrnea (Varlyng) does extremely well,because it is very hardy ancl rong-lived. It is a superior plant and available herein April eve. if the l imitecl selection is very rrnpreclictible. There are attempts[o improve the situation. perhaps one diy this wonderful pLaniwii l get theappreciation it cleser-ves. M.y hope is that the best of the old cultivars wil l not

1 a
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clisappear cornpletely from the tracie, because the new cultivar-s rravc been
selected in a climate different from ours.

E. xdarleylensis rsnothardy enough to take aharcr wir-rter, brrt ag:rin, in a goocr
spot, in a reasonable winter, it does well. Ericauagans is not reliably harcly iiere,
and it is too soon to know if .rf. xgryfthsiicloes better. I have.Mrs. n. l-. trlaxwell,,'I-yonesse' 

and 'valerie 
Griffiths', but they sulfer winter clamage t-hal recluces

flowering. Ertcaxkramenseems to be a litflL hardier, givir-rg a better perforrnarce.
Experiences with the more tender Enca species :rnd hybricrs 

-anrr 
arso the

Daboecta culuvars have given many surprises. For i'sta'ce, E. x ro.lsorrii and E.
x sttrarlii do much bet ter than the ctnereas which grow wilcl only a lerv miles to the
west of us. As expectecl, fhe E. teLrrilLxhybricls are harclier than their olher parent,
except for D. xwiJlkrL.nsii (l was so sorry/ that rny ,Ken Wilson,cliecl this winter alter
a very long spell of bare frost - it was such a lovely plant). Dricacilinris, E. erigena
and -o' mackaiantaworrld neecl the most favourable spols, plus winter protectior.

Daboeciais the other nice surprise I 've hacl. with me, waley's Recl', ,charles
Nelson', 'Alba', 'si lverwells', 'Jack 

Drake', and 'wil l iarn 
Buchanan' are old

friends, and I hope some of rny newer cul{.ivars will rast as lon{. D^boec[1s seern
to like our climate and perforrn so weil that they are very ,r".f.,r, giving a vely
lorrs period of colour from earry July onwarcls. The Dcitoe,c[ct"""illi.rg" u.. o
bonus, often giving a goocl white at no expense. A I'ew seecilings are more
azorlca-ish than any pla.t I saw on my tirst visit to the Azores i" zooz. on tlie
2oo3 tour. ch:rrles Nelson firmly stated that D. azoricctis a valicl species.

of the tree heaths, onry E. arboreavar. alpt,n reaches a lair sizc i '
sheltered positions; but, ir-r my garden it cl id not survive its seconcl winter.
Neither did E. arbore,a 'Estrella 

Golcl '. These are the only trec heatl.rs I hacl
hoped to include. Its hybrid has not been l.ricrl out here y.t, u. far as r know.

I would like to end by taking you into my other heitr-rer garcren - rooo/o
labour lree and in flower all tr-re year rouncr. I'rn surc ,'o.ry oiyo,, would feel
very much at home there, as it is a place of heathcr folk, th; lovelir:st heathers
of all - fr iends from many places, garhered lbr a garclen party or a quiet tark,
whcnever I want. I cherish it greatly, especially as it tro" pi"t-rty of room for new
friends. Thc Azores tour of 2OO3 brousht several.

Eileen reports tl-rat her garden is locateri l3 km south of Bergerr, 'riclwry to
the airport, at an approximate elevation of 60 m. It is about l0 km inizrncl but I lan
liom an inlet. Referring to local wearhcr stalistics, Eileer-r inlorrns us that
Rcrgen's average annual temperat're is B"c; l'l e avcrage rainlall of r,g60 rnrn
lalls mostly between May and septernber although, Bilee. says,, ,.u.ris secrns to
be under change". The sun shines on Lhe average of r,230 hours er'.uaily.

Beryl  Farrah t9O3 _ 2OOs

on Monday, Novernber zLh,2oos Beryl Farral-r, a lbrmerAchninistralor ol '
thc Heathcr Society, passed away at the Avon Reach Resiclcntiai and Nursi'g
Home in Mudeforcl near Christchurch iu Dorset.

Beryl, with her husband Ken, joinecr i 'rrc Heatr-tersocierg in r 975 ;rnd sucir
was their interest in heathers and the well being of l l-re SJciety Ken became
the Adrninistrator in I980. Ke' took over the aclr' inistration fror., an

- t 4 -
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organisation specialising in society administration and immediately
provided the society with a lriendly and personal face to the outside world.
Beryl ably supported Ken in his work for the society and when Ken entered
hospital she continued with his good work. when Ken sadly passed away in
May 1984 Beryl very bravely offered to officially carry on his good work and
maintain that friendly and personal approach to the day to day running of the
Society's affairs. However at the end of 1985 Beryl finally decided it was time
to hand over to Anne small, the Society's current Administrator, but
continued to maintain her l ively interest in the Society.

Ken and Beryl had created a wonderful heather garden at their home in
Highclitfe in Dorset and over the years they. and eventually just Beryl.
displayed generous hospitality, on many occasions. in opening their garden
to the members of the South west Local Group. Not only was their {arden of

interest to members it was also of interest to
the local media and featured in the press.
After Ken's death Beryl continued to tend her
garden but now with the help of a kind
neighbourwho dealtwith those maintenance
tasks that were likely to quickly tire her. But
when it came to the maintenance of the
heathers, then Beryl enlisted the help of local
group members, who were only too glad to
assist, given that she and Ken had given so
much to the Society. In 199 I Beryl decided
that it was time to give up her home and the
garden she loved so much and move to a local
retirement flat and then in 1996 with her
failing health beginning to trouble her she
made a further decision to move a few yards

down the road to the Avon Reach Residential Home. In recent years Beryl
suffered great pain lrom osteoporosis but stayed her cheerful and caring self.
Even with her failing health Beryl always avidly read her society literature and
regularly corresponded with many of the members as well as with relatives
and friends from a bulging address book.

Beryl was a stalwart member ol'the society and the local group and, unti l
failing health intervened. attended many local group meetings and society
conferences making many friends within the society. Beryl was such a warm
and good person and the ease with which she made friends. the care shown
to her by her family and their words at her funeral echoed those qualities. I
was recently reminded by Beryl's niece. Jean. that Beryl was an inspiration
to the younger members of her family persuading Jean's two daughters to
each plant up a heather garden as she and Ken had all those years ago. Beryl
always showed pleasure in being kept abreast of society affairs and I know
lhat Lin and I wil l miss our visits and the friendship she showed us over so
many years. God bless you Beryl.
Plti l  Joyner

- 1 5 -
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Ray Warner 1931 - 2005
Ray Warner was a dental surgeon by profession and was also a very keen

gardener. He found gardening a relief and a therapy after a day at the dentist's
chair.

Back in  the 1960's,
in Stoke on Trent, Ray

years, became more and more involved with the
Society, making many like-minded friends. Theyjoined
the then thriving Midlands Group. which met regularly
in Birmingham, and attended many meetings there.
'Those were very happy times for us', Olwyn told me.

In 1976, Ray and Olwyn bought a mndown farm near
Leek in Staffordshire and decided to start a nursery.
Developing Barncroft Nurseries was a big undertaking.
as Ray was still working at his dentistry practice.

Ray decided to concentrate on heathers, both
wholesale and retail and, over the years, Barncroft
Nurseries. with its extensive range of heathers and its
beauti ful landscaped heather display at the front,
became a Mecca for heather lovers.

Ray was ill for the last thirteen years of his life and
much of the running of the nursery fell to their son.

Stuart. Sadly, Ray died on 22"'t September 2005.
After thirty years, this may be the last one for Barncrolt Nurseries, as

Stuart would like to concentrate on a career in landscape gardening.

Daphne Everett

Group News

North East

Whilst it did not increase attendance numbers. the lirst ever afternoonAG.. was
a success and appreciated by those attending, who did not have to tum out on a
dark night. It was good to welcome Dave and Beryl Ma1'ne from Kirkbgnoorside.
who have supported ourAGMs for manyyears and forwhichwe extend our thanks.

The Committee was retumed to office yet again and after tea and biscuits, I
gave a slide show to round off the proceedings.

The 'Dates for your Diary' are, literally just that, and are provisional, as we
have not had a meeting yet to discuss the programme, but our Group members
will be informed with full information later.

while he and his wife Olwyn were living at'Fairlands'
began designing and planting a heather garden. In
1968 thev ioined The Heother Societu and. over the

Sunday 7 May
Weclnesclay 5 July
Saturdav 9 Seotember

Annual Outing
Car Outing
Annual Show
AGM Friday 27 October
Wishing all our members and fiiends a good heatheryear fiom the North East Group

Dorothtt M Warner



Midlands

Joan and I invite members to visit us at lO Upper Green, Loughborough on
Saturday l8th March 2006 to see the winter heathers in bloom. We propose a
2pry start, with tea at about 4 pm. If you wish to come, please let ms know
beforehand if possible. Details of how to communicate wittrus are given on the
last page of the Bullelin. In your response, please provide a contaCt telephone
number or e-mail address. I can supply a sketch of the route if asked.

Home Counties

As mentioned in the last Bulletin, at our october 2oo5 meeting members were
asked to list their five favourite heathers and Pamela Lee very kindlv made a note
of the cultivars chosen and the number of votes; these details are given below:-

The two most popular heather cultivars were:
Myretoun Ruby (5 votes) and Mrs. D F Maxwell (4 votes)
3 votes each were given to the lbllowin{:'Foxhollow' 'Jacoueline'
'Kramer's Rote' 'petei Sparkes'Rosalie'

rHE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN

2 votes each were given to the following:'Alexandra'
'Exeter'
'Heaven Scent'
'Waley's Red'
The followin{ 31 were given I vote each:'Adrienne 

Duncan'
'Annemarie'

Anthony Davis'
Australis'
'Champs 

Hill'
'Ghost Hills'
'Golden 

Starlet'
'lce Princess'
'Jack H Brummage'
'Ken Wilson'
'Multicolor'
'Nathalie'
'Silver Knight'
'Stephen Davis'
Thing Nee'

VOL,6. NO. 17. SPRING 2006

'Estrella Gold''Furzey'

l l D

'Albert's Gold''Ann Sparkes''Arran Gold''Azorica'
'Firefly'
'Golden Drop''Herman Blum''lsabell'
'Jan Dekker''Mr. Robert'
multiflora (not yet named)'Olivia Hall''Snowstorm' ('Schneesturm')
tetralix seedling'Valerie Griffiths''Valerie Prouclley'

Sincere thanks to Pamela I-ee for providing this information.
_ lw.o me9lings are planned for 2006, I intend to arrange a visit to a garden in
April/May (details will be sent to members via a Newslettei as requested*) and the
Garden. Me^elilg Room at RHS wisley has been booked for Saturday 30
September 2006.
Derek Millis

South West Area News

First of all I regret to report that Beryl Farrah, a much loved and stalwart
member of the former south west group, has passed away since the publication
of the f ast Bulletin. Beryl will be sadly missed. please find an obituary elsewhere

-1.7 -
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put back a week from the previous announcement in the Autumn Bulletin. The
first visit will be to the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens at Romsey on March I lth, not
March 4th. At Hilliers the winter garden and the heather garden will have plenty
to admire. The second visit will be to Exbury Gardens on May 1 3th when it should
be the peak flowering time for the azaleas. Both dates are Saturdays and I suggest
that Lin and I will be in the vicinity of the entrances at about 2.OOpm. There will
be no arrangements made with the gardens, no guides and no group entrance
fees. There will be no reminders delivered to your door and there will be no need
to let me know you a-re coming, just turn up and we will walk around together
viewing and chatting as we go . It's an excuse to get out and about and meet old
friends and perhaps make new ones so Lin and I hope to see you there. Both
gardens are adequately signposted from major routes and are easily found on
maps of the area. Please watch the Summer Bulletinfor the announcement of any
garden(s) that Lin and I will be visiting in the latter part of the year.

Plti l  Jot'ner

Yorkshire

The meeting Room at Harlow Carr has been booked for 3 June, and 3O
September. Full details will be announced later.
Jeart Julicur

NEW MEMBBRS IN 2OO5
Zone l
PARKER Mrs. C, l5 Windmill Court, Cellardvke, Anstmther, Fife, I{YIO 3BT.
WOOD Mr B, Heatherknowe Old Nursery. Dunreggan-Moniaive, Thornhill, DG3 4HH.
z,oD.e 3
ARNOLD Mrs K, 35 Harlsey Crescent, Hartbum, Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland, TSIB sDE.
HENDERSON Miss C R, 82 tsurnham Avenue, West Denton Park Estate. Newcastle

Upon Tyne, T\me and Wear, NEl5 8XQ.
z,o're 4
HOLT Mr S, 4 Pendleton Avenue, Rawtenstall, Rossendale, Lancashire, BB4 8UX.
JONES Mr R. 7 Winmarleiqh Road. Lancaster, l-Al 4LG.
Zone 5
CRAVEN Miss H R, 36 Whitehall Croft, Rothwell. Leeds. W. Yorkshire. I-526 OJD.
DANIEL Mr S J, 39 Burrill Drive, Wipflinton, York, YO32 2ST.
Zone 7
BUXTON Mrs D, 7 Linberv Close, Iakerthome, Alfreton, Derbvshire DE55 7NF.
Zone I
HAWTON Mr A, tsrym Cerdin Fach, Bwlchygroes, Llandysul, Ceredigon, SA44 4TA"
HOBBS Mrs A, I The Paddock, Llanyre, Llandrindod. Powys, LD1 6NG.
Zone 9
FIALL Mr ts, 27 Marshall Close, Feering, Colchester, Essex, COS 9LQ.
WHITE Mr L, 30 Thurletone Avenue, Seven Kin{s. Essex, IG3 9DU.
Zone lL
ATTWOOD Mr P, Cottswood, Clandon Road, West Clandon, Surrey, GU4 7lJW.
DONALDSON Dr J A, Winchcombe, Elmstead Road, West tsvfleet, Surrev, KT]4 6Jts"
JAMES Dr P C. I5 Hoburv Street. London. SW]0 O,JB.
TURNER Mrs O, 73 Woodheld Gardens, New Malden, Surrey, I(T3 6DY.
Zone 12
FIAWKER Mr L, Fiveways. Donne Lane Head, Odcombe, Yeovil. Somerset. tsA22 BUE.
z,o're 14
CARLSSON Ms B. Liden 27. 435 36 Onsala. Sweden"
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cLEMENTE Mr M F-uster, Avcla. constitucion 2o4, cirsarmbios Del Mo.te 45950[Toledo) Spain.
FAGUNDEZ ̂K?,j  R. Fico Sacro r5, 15706 Snnliago de compostel la, A corui ia,

lll-C_r?9ry4!D [al-N e, 7839 Hihn Roart, Ben tornond, CA 95OO5, USA.M-o-RENA Mm e E, i 2 Iiu e -c1es Templ iers, o2rioo 
-iaorterb 

nt"i " ", Fi"ri"..
]fPBTlrygSTAD Mr p M, Mjolhtrsv.'3o, a2z2Sind"., N;;6.''NtrHl5 Mr w, Institrrt F.ei (ien*resej..cl ziei pfignzenbaul Theodor_Echtermeyer_Weg 1 , Grossbeeren G_ 14979, Gennany.
SCHONF-ELD Ms J, I 8l 0 Fairuiew Orive, eaysi<ie, CA'95b2,t. USA.

CIIANGE OF.ADDR,ESS
Zone L
P-E-L.l-r-Yl G NI, Hallyarcls.Cottage, Banchory, Kincarclineshire, ABSt 6HX.SMITH Mr & Mrs L ir', t Holniheict Orive,Srewiiion, Ayrshire, KA3 SOi...Zone 14
KETtrl-AAR Mr S, Trrirnelaar 2, 3435 CD Nieuwegein, Neclerlancl

DECEASED
Zone L
"*YBt"_l t. C R, pheasairr walk, Shielcihill Road, euothquar, Biggar, Lanarkshire,
Zone 3
C.O{JRTNEY Mr J S, 40 Western Way, ponteland, Newcastle upon T},r,re, NE2O 9AS.
VICKEIIS Mr G p V. Flat 17, I3nr'crish House, Braithwell Roacr, Maltby, s. yorkshire,

s6ti &JT"
Zone 7
WARNER Mr Il, Barncroft Nrrrseries, Drrnwood Lane, Longsclon, Stoke-on-.Ilent,Stal ls,
srg ggw.
Zone 12
Fan'ah Mrs B, 15 Avon Reach Nrrrsing_ &^Resiclential Home, 1 Farni Lane,Chr is rchr r rc l r .  Dorse l ,  S t  tZS qnU.
Zone 14
WESTERMANN Mr IJ, Baumschulenweg 2, 296e6 Bispingen, Germany,
R.ESIGNATIO]YS
Zone 5
McIVOR Dr I D, 4l Shoreham Drive, Moorgate, Rotherham, yorkshire, 560 3DT.Zone LL
KING Mr J V,20 tr l tham Hil l ,  Eltham, Lorrdon, SEg sSX.Zone L3
I'RUSCOTT Mr S Il. Moor Cottage, perran-ar worthal, Tnrro, cornwall, TR3 gNU.

/our furcery uu[i finue fia{ its
runelusrrHw

It stil[ canfor {u Wtsulfttin'1,4/itefor specia[ members rates
to: Dauid Sma[f

Denbeigh A[[ Saints ryrg Creeting St.Mory
Ipsruich, Sffitfrree srel
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' l 'he 
Spccialist Mail Order Nurscry {br Heathors and Conifbrs

Ovcr  100 var iet ies of  Hcathers current ly  avai lable
Plants available all year round - no ordcr too sntall - thst deliverv

lYoru witlt "Online, secure purclrasing,,

Bulk ordcr priccs and discounts on sclccted varieties - see wcbsitc lbr clctails

" " "'N;;;'i',""'J';'u ;' if I 3'ftiX, li :' "'
Vis i tors welcome by pr ior  ap1' ro int rncnt

wryw.spr ingparknursery,co.uk
T:  020 8117 5 l6 l  for  f ree cata loguc

or crnai l  sa les@spr ingparknursery.co.uk
7tJ, Woodland Way, West Wickham, Kent BIt4 9LI{

-20 -



USEFUL ADDRESSES

Society's Website: www.heathersociety.org.uk

Chairman & hilicy nutil(rs, nhtj(,r (vent.\ et(.
Steering Mr. A. J. Stow, Widmour. Limmer Lane. High Wycombe. Buckinghamshrre.
Committee HPl2 4QR. a-mail..a.;s@widmour.freeserve.co.ukTel: (O1494) 449397

Treasurer Mr. P.L. Joyner. 84 Kinross Road. Rushington. Totton. Southampton. Hampshire
SO4O 4BN e-tnai l :pJoyner@supaner.com ?.el : (02380)864336

Secretary & Council Mutters/Hire ol slides
Slide Librarian Mrs. J. Julian. "Matchams". Main Srreet. Askham Richard. york. yO23 3pT.

e-nzrr l . ' leanlu l ian@zernet .co.uk Tel :  (01904)707316

Yearbook Editor Articles Jitr the Yearbook / Nutnittl4 of' Heuthers
& Registrar Dr. E.c. Nelson. Tipprtiwitchet cottage. Hall Road. outwell. wisbech pEl4 8pE.

e - nru i I : r e Erstr ff @ zetnet.co. uk
Tel: lrnt +44lr 0 845 3240 580 FAX: (0t945)774\jj

Bulletin Editor Notes, orticles lir the Bulletin and Ter.hnrcul Mutters
Mrs. D. Everett. The Bannut. Bringsty, Herefordshire. WR6 5TA.

e-nrdll: everettbannut@zetnet.co.uk
Tel :  (0188-5) 482206 FAX: (0t885) 482206

Advertising Atlverts, advertising rutes etc- Jbr the Bullen,t
Mr. D. Small - details as plant Sales & Websrte

Administrator Memhership, Substriptions, Orders lor pubLitotions et(..
Mrs. A. Small. Denbeigh. All Saints Road. Creeting St. Mary. Ipswrch. Suffolk. IP6 8pJ.

e-niail. '  heathers @zetnet.co.uk
Tel: (01449)711220 FAX: (01449)7t l22O

Conference Mrs. S. Kay. Lettergesh East. Renvyle. Co. Galway. Republic of Ireland
Manager e-zall: susiek@gofree.indigo.re Tel: 00353 95 43575

Plant Sales Mr. D. Small. Denbeigh. All Saints Road. Creeting St. Mary. Ipswrch. Suffolk. Ip6 SpJ.
& Website e-muil: heathers@zetnet.co.uk

Tel: (01449)711220 FAX: (01449) 7 tI22O

Group organisers (Remember, you will be very welcome at any local neeting or visit!)

East Midlands Mr. A. Hall. 10, Upper Green. Nanpanran. Loughborough. Leics. LEI I 3SG
e - mu i I : halla@ care4free.net Tel: 01509 238923

North East Mrs. D. M. warner. Littlecroft. Click-em-rn. ponteland, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
NE209Be. Tet: (0t66Dt23299

Home Counties Mr. D. Millis. 18. The Horseshoe. Leverstock Creen. Hemel Hempstead. Herts Hp3 8eW
e-mui l: Derek.Millis@care4free.net Te l: (Ol 442) 254890

South west Mr. P.L. Joyner. 84 Kinross Road. Rushington. Totton. Southampton. Hampshire.
SO40 4BN. e-muil: pjoyner@supaner.com Tel: (02380) g64336

Yorkshire Dr. J. Griffirhs. 9. Ashlea Close. Leeds. West yorkshrre. LS25 lJX.
TeL: (01132\ 863349


