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Knozt,irrFi of my interest in grouttdhogs, Beryl und Daztid
Maytre from Yorkshire, sent me this pictrrre of 'Officinl

Croundhog Handler ' ,  B i l l  Deeley,  f rom Punxsutnrunel l  ,
Pet t r rsy lzrania,  Toi th h is  groundhog,  'Phi l  Punxsutauney' .  A
Nezu Hampshire member, Walter Wornick, s1tarked it off
seuernl years ago, he ezten sent nre a stuffed groundhog (soft
toy!) for Cround Hog day last year.

Sorry - not a rery henthery editorial, ltut better thnn
complaining nbout our stranSle Brit ish zuenther.

2OOG Annual Gathering of the Heather Society
34th Annual Conference of the Heather Society

8th - I l th September, Palace Hotel, Buxton

For all of you who have been thinking about attending this year's
conference, now is the t ime to make your decision and come to Buxton.

Buxton is less than an hour journey from the cities of Manchester,
Sheffield and Derby and an hour and a half from Nottingham. Set I OOO feet
above sea level amidst the dramatic Peak Distr ict landscape, Buxton has been
a popular holiday resort for centuries. Blessed with stunning scenery,
magnificent architecture, a wealth of shops, a thriving arts scene and its
world famous spa water, Buxton has plenty to offer any visitor.

We hope you will think we have arranged an interesting programme for
you. Part of our Society's remit is to inform and to educate, but we would also
like you to come and be entertained. With this in mind, we want as many
people as possible to attend and discover the pleasures in meeting others who
are committed to matters ericaceous, be i t  in an amateur garden or on a
professional hort icultural scale.

Conference also includes the A.G.M., so come and play an active part in
vour Societv's affairs.
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Programme
Frlday, 8th September: The conference starts with delegate registration

at about 4:OO p.m. and then after dinner will be formally opened by our
Chairman, Arnold Stow, followed by two talks. One from Mr. Christopher
Dean who is working on the "Moors for the Future" project and one from Mr.
Geoff Eyre on "Seed Preparation and Germination Techniques for Moorland
Regeneration". These promise to be fascinating talks.

Saturday 9th September: A scenic coach drive through the Peak District
with a visit to a site near Lady Bower Reservoir to view the results of.Mr. Eyre's
work with heather & grass seed. Hopefully we will include a visit to the new
research centre for "The Moors for the Future Project" at Edale, which should
have its visitor information facility open by September.

Picnic lunch en-route to Chatsworth House, near Bakewell. Chatsworth
is one of Britain's best loved historic houses and estate. The home of the Duke
and Duchess of Devonshire, Chatsworth lOO0 acre park and gardens, it was
the setting for the recently released film "Pride and Prejudice". Our visit will
concentrate on the gardens. There will be a guided tour and electric scooters
are available for the less mobile.

In the evening, after dinner, Derek Spicer, the Chairman of the British
Conifer Society will talk on "New Conifer Cultivars and Their Uses as
Companion Planting for Ericas".

Sunday lOth September: We shall start the morning with the A.G.M.
After coffee, our President, David Small and Council Member, Barry

Sellers will talk to us about their exciting work with "Cape Heaths" and the
construction of David's tunnel for housing his collection.

On Sunday afternoon there will be a visit to the Plant and Gardening Fair,
Pavilion Gardens. Buxton. Stuart Warner of Barncroft Nurseries will be
selling plants there and will be willing to sell to members from his lorry
outside. The nursery girows awide range of plants, including, Rhododendrons,
Azaleas. Conifers, Heathers and much more. The full range can be browsed

HYPBRLINK "h t tp :  
/  /  www.ba rnc ro f t nu rse r i es . com"

www.barncroftnurseries.com. Advance orders may be placed via the website
or by post or fax.

After dinner there will be a light hearted chance for everybody to test their
knowledge of ericaceous matters. A table quiz with a glittering array of prizes
for the winners.

The above programme may be subject to amendment and the timing of the
group photograph will be announced during the conference.

Accommodation has been reserved at the Palace Hotel, which is in thevery
heart of Buxton. This is a wonderfully appointed hotel complete with a spa
and swimming pool. There are 5 acres of gardens to stroll through and admire
the views over the town. At the moment we have reserved 5 twin, l0 double
and lO single rooms. If you are thinking of attending, please let Anne Small
know as soon as possible, stating your room requirements. Last year we found
that there was a big demand for single rooms. The hotel requires firm
conlirmation of our room requirements by l"t July 2006, after which there
will be a 9Oo/o charge for late cancellations.
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If al l  these rooms are taken, then there may be the possibi l i ty of booking
more rooms, otherwise subsequent bookings wil l  be accepled as clay visi tors
and those persons will be asked to make their own bed & breakfast
accommodation arrangements. In this case the telephone number of the
area's Tourist Information oflice will be given to aid Bed & Breakfast
enquir ies.

Cost of the Conference
Final costings are notyet avai lable, but the f igures given below are foryour

guidance and should not be too far from the right numbers:
Resident, for the whole weekend
Resident, leaving Sunday afternoon
Resident, leaving after Sunday dinner
There is a single person supplement of
Non Resident, Friday evening

Saturday: all day
excluding dinner

Sunday: all day
excluding dinner

f,265 (per person sharin$
€2OO (per person sharing)
S22O (per person sharin$
f,IO per night
927
s35
a l 5
t30
s 1 0

For non-residents, Friday evening includes afternoon tea and clinner. The
Saturday and Sunday rate includes the visits, lunch and dinner.

cheques for the booking I'ee and the conference shoulcl be made payable
Lo The Heqther societg, the booking fee is non-returnable and is not a deposit
on the cost of the conlerence. Please note that the latest clate for full payment
is 7tr' July 2006. Members are reminded that payment by vlsA or MASTBRCARD
credit cards is acceptable.

A cost per night for the use of the hotel around the conference week end
may be obtained from susie Kay, who will be pleased to answer any queries
relating to the 20o6 conference (Tel: 00353 9s 4sszs, e-mail: HYPERLINK"mailto :susiek@gofree. indigo.ie" susiek@gofree.indigo. ie)

Susle Kay

Your Photographs on CD
Arnold Stow.

In the Autumn Bulletin I mentioned that the society was proposing on a
trial basis to issue a cD based on heather events during the year. we have
received sufficient material to warrant distributing the cD with this edition
of the Bulletin. As mentioned earlier most DVD players wil l accept a cD so a
computer is not essential to view the pictures.

we would like to make this a regular event, but it is up to the members to
supply the required photographs. Remember any photo relating to healher or
heather events wil l be welcomed.

Before we proceed further we need to know whether you like this idea or
wish to make any comment. I would like to hear from you.

See inside back cover for my contact details.
Included on the cD is a lree picture viewing programme that can be

1
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installecl on a PC (sorry Mac users). Once installed you can create a slideshow
to view the pictures on the PC.

To install, copy fiIes picassa2-cttrrent.exe and Picassa.ini Jrom the CD to
gotLr harddriue (tsuallg C driue). Rrrn C: /ptcassa2 -current. exe uhich ruill
f rrs tnll Picas s a from G oogle.

I.[ gotL c1o not tuctnt to clo ttris, o.II tlrc picttre -files are standarcl JPtrG files
rrrlrfclr cen be uieruecl by ang pltoto progranrme.

Dauid Smal l

Arthur Tysil io Johnson and Heathers
Char les  Ne lson

Two of ATJ's contributions to the splendid little monthly magazine Mg
gctrden are reprintecl here; for more details see the Spring 2006 Btrlletin.

ATJ was a schoolmaster by profession; he taught E,ngl ish at St. Asaph's
(]rammar School lbr manyyears. He was also a prol i f ic author, and his output
inclrrde poetry as well  as prose. His earl iest books include In the land oJ the
beanLtiJttl trotLt, a work about his native Wales, and The perJidiorrs Welshman
which was published under the pseudonym "Draig Glas" (Blue Dragon). He
was a regular contribrrtor to The gardeners' chron.i,cle as well as Mg gctrclert

Johnson publishecl several books about gardening, very largely based on his
own experiences and his own garden at Bulkeley Mill near Conwy in north
Wales: Gctrden in Wnles (l.927), A tuoodland garden (1937), Gardert todctg
(1938) and MIll garden (1949) are his main works. Graham Stuart Thomas, in
his last book (publisl'red posthumotrsly) Recollections oJgreat gardeners (20O3),
providecl a fine portrait of Nora and Arthur Johnson and of their garden.

In 1928 Johnson published Hardy lrco.th-s, which was enlarged and a
seconcl revised eci i t ion was issued in 1955. Heathers were among ATJ's
gardening passions, and he was the principal author of art icles about heaths
ar-rd heathers for My garden.

A-f.J is, of course, remembered for Ericctx darlegensis 'Arthur Johnson'
(AGM 1992), a chance seedling which he found in his garden: i t  has pink
l lowers that deepen with age, and young shoots that are cream. He also found
one of the latest- l lowering heathers, Calhma uulgaris'Johnson's Variety' :  an
r.rpright-growing shrub with mid-green lbliage and lavencler (H3) flowers from
October to January. (Dr. W. Beijerinck, the Dutch expert on Calluna, adcled
(in his l94O monograph) that this plant was hair less.) Johnson col lected this
in frrll flower during February Ig27 near Hyeres in the south of France, and
i l .  was introduced under the name'Hiemalis ' .

Unlortrrnately that name has a rather confused past. Several clones have
borne the name inclucl ing one from lreland (now extinct?) ancl another that
C. J. Marchant (Stapehil l ,  Wimborne, Dorset) obtained lrom the Qrrenees
wl-ricl-r ltloomed earlier than ATJ's Hyeres clone. Marchant's clone is described
as an "erect shrub, the closely f lowered spikes being a soft rosy mauve", and
is iclenti f iecl ( in the database of the Intemationalregtster oJheathernames) as
the clone with amethyst (Hl) f lowers currently l isted under the name
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'Hiemalis' in the llarulg guide to lrcqthers (but there attributecl to ATJ).
A second clone of callunawith deep red flowers was named 'A. T. Johnson'

- this was a seedling; found by ATJ in his garden at conwy. It dicl not retain
its colour and had poor constitution, so was abandoned, ancl is now thought
to be extinct. The rnternattonal register oJ lrcattrcr names dated it as "about
196o" but that is impossible as ArthurJohnson died on 20 September 1956.

Heath Hedges -By A. T. J.

lMy garden 13: 480 (April 1938). Editorial interpolations and annotations have been
made, cultivar names enclosed in inverted commas, and Latin names italicized, by ECN.]

ANYONE planting ornamental hedges would do well to give the taller heaths
consideration, provided, of course, the soil is l ime-free and fairly l ight. Most of these
tree-heaths being erect and close in growth are eminently suited to such a purpose,
their evergreen foliage, in various attractive tones, is always pleasing, and then at one
season or another we get the charming blossoms. Moreover, such hedges respond to
caref ulcutting, using knife orsecateurs ratherthan shears, and with most kinds the time
to do this is immediately after f lowering.

My own f irst-favourite in hedging heaths is Erica strictal= E. terminalisl,but lusitanica
and mediterraneal= f . erigenalare close-up in merit, and of the last there is that delightf ul
dwarf called 'Brightness', which makes a bonny l itt le free-flowering hedge for small
gardens. Excepting 'Brightness', all the above will form a hedge of 5-6 ft. at least, and this,
if need be, can be grown with a width of no more than 2 ft. Then should something of only
half that height with a greater breadth be desired there is the splendid old Cornish heath
(E. vagans) which may, should the purpose demand it, be clipped like a yew.

The heaths mentioned are all reasonably hardy in a f ree soil, but they dislike cutting
winds. Some sorbex* and decayed garden refuse should be worked in when planting,
but beyond that, and possibly watering during the first summer, they wil l need no f urther
aid. once established they are extremely drought-resistant, even in the most meagre
soil, especially E. stricta.

* This is no longer available!

Heaths in Autumn - By A. T. Johnson

Itrom My garden 6: 197-200 (october 1935). Editorial interpolations have been
made, cultivar names enclosed in inverted commas, and Latin names italicized, bv
ECN. I

We generally regard the Erica ciliarislefralix hybrids IE. x watsonii] as the first of the
autumn-blooming heaths. lt may sti l l  be summer when they begin to dapple their downy
olive-green with soft pinks and rosy purples. But the writ ing is on the wall, and by the time
they are carrying theircomplement of blossom we shallf ind them f rosted with those beads
of moisture and netted with those strands of silk which are of the autumn autumnal.

There are several of these hybrid heaths and they are all so good we find room for
most of them. The old watsoni, about 12 in., is sti l l  in the running, but it has a challenger
in 'Dawn', a more compact and wonderfully prolif ic plant whose jolly fat bells are a good
rich rose. 'H. Maxwell '  is fully as tall and its f lowers are much like those of 'Dawn', but
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i t  is not so continuous and copious a bloomer. Then there is 'Gwen'with the same family
likeness but it is lowlier and more spreading. Whether'Lawsoniana' is a hybrid - which
I think it is [i. e. E x stuarliil- or a variety ol E. tetralix does not matter. lt also is a heath
to be ear-marked by anyone who seeks a late-flowering carpeterwhich understandsthe
subtle attraction of a soft rose-pink in a setting of silver emerald.

E. cil iaris itself, the Dorset heath, is not so generally hardy and useful as its cross-
bred daughters. But it is at its best a bonny heath and one that wil l be in colour later than
any other natlve. This is a semitrailer of lax manner with rosy bells on long, erect spikes.
We grow the type because, having been badly bitten by the genus, we grow allwe can
get, special favourites of course being planted more generously than the others. But
those who have neither the space nor the inclination for this indulgence would do well
to tick-off cil iarisvar. globosa [ 'Globosa'] as one of the best rose-pink forms. 'Mrs. C.
H. Gil l ' ,  with rather darker blossoms and a more cushiony growth, is also an outstanding
variety, and the best white I know is 'Stoborough', a fine old variety carrying twenty or
more milk-white blooms on each spike. But the largest in flower of allthe Dorsets is the
Portuguese Maweana ['Mawiana'], a magnificent heath of 1 ft., with a sombre green
foliage and large urn-shaped bells of a bright rose-crimson. A f irsf class plant, but one
for a sheltered nook.

The Corsican heath, E. strictaf= E. terminalisl, is contemporary with the above in
flowering and this is a species of the utmost charm. A tall, erect shrub, its moss-green
foliage is delightf ul at any season, especially perhaps when seen as an informal hedge.
The flowers are not large, but when, throughout the laterseason, theythrong the twiggy
branches, the gentle verdure looks, at a l itt le distance, as if i t had been delicately dusted
with a flesh-pink rouge-powder. A hardy, most useful and distinctive heath, one which
might well be planted more generally - even in l imy soils.

This year some of our Cornish heaths (E. vagans) were showing colour in early
August, but they were a month ahead of schedule. Even so, these splendid plants are
so amazingly prolif ic thatthey wil lnot cease f lowering unti lNovemberf rosts come along
- and then their bold trusses wil l change, as do those ol stricta, to that warm rusty-red
that is so comforting in winter. E. vaganslouches its top note of merit in the well-known
kevernensis ('St. Keverne') whose cones of clear rose-pink are so handsome against
the f ull-toned green. But 'Mrs. D. F. Maxwell 'with flowers of a glowing blend of crimson-
cerise and terra-cotta is no less worthy. Indeed, both this and the splendid white,
'Lyonesse', may be ranked close up with kevernensisin quality and the three make one
of the finest heath groups of the year. Being strong but not tall growers, these Cornish
folk need generous spacing. But one or two dwarf kinds have been discovered which
may prove good things for l imited areas.

Just as it holds a place dear in our aff ections as a wild plant, so our moorland heather
(Calluna vulgaris) occupies a position of friendly intimacy in the garden. lt is not its
intrinsic loveliness only that touches us, not the sentiment which is woven about it, nor
yet the memory of those empurpled dominions which enchanted us during the holidays.
It is probably a l itt le of each of these that invests this heather with its irresistible appeal.

ln varieties Calluna is abundantly rich. Their colours range from purest white to a
bril l iantcrimson, theirsizesf rom moss-like pads of an inch ortwoto such kinds as'Alporti i '
or 'Serlei' which reach 3-4 ft. And their flowering season extends from August to late
October-even to Christmas and after if one includes the winterbloomers f rom the south.

Since full and faithful description of all these callunas mav be found in the l ists of

- 6 -
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heath specialists, I wil l name a few only - our chosen favourites. One of these, the
splendid 'Alporti i ' ,  perhaps the grandest of the genus, is beyond praise when its deep
green foliage is almost hidden beneath its masses of crimson flowers. Such a heath wil l
assed itself in any situation, any company, but some of our bushes which have the
equally tall milk-white'Hammondii 'as a background are parlicularly pleasing. 'Tenuis',

of loose and semiprostrate growth, is also a pretty red, and where a lowly, dense
carpeter is required I can recommend 'Mull ion', whose much-branched twigs are
thronged with rose-li lac blooms. The new'C. W. Nix' looks l ike rivall ing 'Alporti i '  in colour
but it is not so erect, and 'Coccinea' is another novelty with crimson flowers and a
greyish lealage which promises well.

In white heathers there is an even more l iberal choice, but for lateJlowering nothing
has yet approached the excellence of lhe tall 'Serlei ', whose beautifully feathered sprays
are a good firm white while the foliage is a silvery pea-green. 'Hammondii '  wil l always
command a place among the bigger whites, and 'Mair's Variety' we like better each
succeeding year. In purity of whiteness, bri l l iance of green and in the length of the finely-
tapered spikes, this recentaddition totheclan must be accorded a high placeeven among
the elect. As forthe dwarfer whites, there is a bewildering assortment f rom pumila of 6 in.
to the "White Heathei'of romance which may grow to 2 ft. Among these I think rigida is
one we like as well as any, for it is a shapely grower and mosl prolif ic bloomer.

Coming to double varieties, the striking 'H. E. Beale', found in the New Forest, is one
of the most important heaths introduced for many years. An autumn bloomer, it wil l
make at least 2 ft., and the flowering spikes, 10-1 5 in. long, are studded with perfectly
double rosepink blossoms. A magnif icent heath and one notto be omitted f rom the most
exclusive selection. Up to the discovery of H. E. B. [src], the old rosy-lavender C. f lore
pleno [ 'Flore Pleno'] was all we had in doubles, and this is sti l l  a good heath, very
delightful in tone when massed and a thoroughly good doer under almost any
conditions. Then there is the new'County Wicklow', a plant sti l l  on its trial, but one that
looks l ike making a good second to H. E. B. [src] in a lowlier, more prostrate way.

Frost Damage 2OO5 - 2006.
Allen Hall

During the late summer of 2OO5, weather forecasters were warning us that
the approaching winter would be a cold one. I found rnyself wondering how they
could possibly know. I still wonder, but there is no doubt that they were right.

The 2OO5 - 2006 winter was characterised by long hard frosts throughout
but there was only the lightest sprinkling of snow on Boxing Day - at least in
t h e  E n g l i s h  M i d l a n d s .

The lale summer and early auturnn 2OO5 were mild, and warm weather
persistecl well into November. 1'his benign spell came abruptly to an end
around l5rh November and a series of hard frosts set in for 7 days. There was
l i t t le wind, and night t ime temperatures dropped to around - 4 degrees
Centigrade, rising to 5 or 6 degrees by early afternoon on rnost days. Thick
hoar frosts persisted well into the day and remained all day in shady places.
The frosts then easecl for a few days, with daytime temperatures rising to 1O
degrees, strong north and north-west winds sett ing in.
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l,ong frosty periods srrch as this fol lowed in succeeding months and were
sus ta ined un t i l  m id  Apr i l .

I  bel ieve that i t  was the continuous nature of the frosts that damaged
healhers in my garden rather than low night-t ime temperatures.

I srrrveyed the clamage in my garden on l \ovember 26rh 2005 and again on
Apri l  2O(r '  2006.

The early viewing revealed frost damage to a number of plants. Some of
thern appeared to sustain no more damage in the rest of the winter and
probably t .hey simply had not hacl t ime to harden beiore the sudden onrush
o1 winter. The damage progressed on others and some piants seemingly
rrnafl'ected in November were dead by Apri^.

Most of the plants clamaged belong to species known to be on the verge of
harcl iness in Bnglancl,  but there were a few surprises

Plants that seem, on Apri l  2oth 2006, to have been ki l led are:
Two well establishecl plants of E andeualensis (pink form).
E cilicrris ?ada Des Serras' (a native of Portugal).
Two 2 year olcl  plants of E erigena ' l r ish Dusk' (Though a mature plant in

a more sheltered spot appears unal ' fected).
A 2 year old E erigena 'lrish Silver'.
Two well establish plants ol E manipuhlora'Aldburgh'.
Calhma rrulgaris 'White Lawn' ( l  noticed that plants of other species that

l'rad dense lbliage near l.o the grouncl sufl-ered damage).
Plants to sufl'er moclerate to extensive damage:
D crb oecict c ctnt.ab ricct - considerable dama ge.
F) x a-froeuropecr - extensive tip damage though the plant is in a shellered

south  fac ing  spot
E australis Mr. Robert and Riverslea - tip damage.
E cinereq wheal.ear variety superl icial t ip damage.
E mackaiana'Errigal Dusk' - considerable damage to some young plants

but mature 'Shining Light 'was unaffected.
E maderensis in a reasonably sheltered spot - severe tip damage. But

trnother plant in a stone container hard by a south facing wall  and otherwise
shelterecl was untouched.

E mtLlt iJlora 'Formentor'-  about a third of the plant ki l led.
E scoparia ssp plcrtycodon - fr-rlly half the plant killed; tip damaSe ancl stem

spli t t ing. (But another plant in a very sheltered spot suffered only moderate
l ip  damage) .

E scoparia ssp maderincola and ssp azorica - extensive tip damage (E
sc:oprrri.ct ssp scoparict was untouched).

E spicrlfoltct x bergiana 'Edwecht Belle' - moderate damage.
(But E cinereax fermrnalis, no damage).
E ucrclctrts utridiflora tip damage except low down where the damage was

nlore extenslve.
Phgllodoce e mp el nJor mis suffered some damage.
Among the surprising exceptions to this l ist were E lusitanica and tr x

r. 'ei lchi i 'Pink Joy' ancl 'Exeter '  that were undamaged.

- 8 -
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It is clear that position and microclimate are important considerations
when planting heathers of marginal of hardiness - and that. in the end, you

can't buck the cl imate.

The Fragrant Heather Garden
E. Char les Nelson

The appreciation of scents, perfumes, fragrances, is often avery personal thing.
Heathers are scented, but some may be more fragrant than others, and to some
individuals many heathers (or few heaths) may have no detectable perfumes.

There is little published about perfume in heathers - which are the best
heathers for a wonderfully fragrant garden? Looking over past Bulletins there
has been nothing on this topic for more than 20 years. Indeed only two items
have ever been published, and here they are.

In Autumn 1972 Mrs M. Woods of Uckfield in Sussex wrote:
To me one of the chief delights of working among heaths is the fragrance

of the flowers. The strong scent ol Ertcaarborea'Alpina'is often mentioned in
writings on heathers, but little is heard of some of the others which give me
a lot of pleasure in this respect. For instance, Mr. Terry Underhil l in his
wonderful book Heaths and Heathers does not consider any of the cinereas
to be fragrant. I have a patch of 'Purple Beauty'which has a delightfully strong
perfume, particularly noticeable during the recent humid spell: and the wild
ones too I find have a fragrance. Some of the hybrid heaths, for example [E.
x darlegensisl 'George Rendall', have quite a strong perfume.

I should be interested to hear what other Heather Society members have
to say on this subject, as I have heard some say they notice no fragrance with
any of the heathers. I feel these people are missing an awful lot.

No-one responded!!
Thirteen years later, Major-General Pat Turpin added his pearls of wisdom

and experience, in the Summer l9B5 Bulletin.
Heather perfume - Heather ale, heather honey, and now heather perfume is on

the market. A company - Chevy Chase Perfumes Ltd. - has recently been formed
at Otterbum in Northumberland to make perfumes from heather - mostly ling.

We do not usually associate scent with the common species of heather,
ling, bell-heather and cross leaved heath. And yet they have a strong
attraction for bees. butterflies and moths.

Some forms of E. arborea have the strongest scent of all heathers, rather
like that of hawthorn. E. Iusitanica, E. x ueitchii, and E. austrahs. and also
scented. E. erigena, after it has been warmed by the spring sunshine, has a
delightful fragrance of honey, and so have some of the E. x darlegensis
hybrids, especially 'Arthur Johnson'. E. manipul(Jlora has a most pleasant
perfume to add to its other excellent qualities, not least of which is its
hardiness. In Surrey it was proof against all the low temperatures of January
and February 1985, without any protection whatever.

That's it! Can we add to this? Please write to the editors with your
nominations for the best scented heathers, or your comments on the perfume
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of those you grow. Surely we can enlarge the list of the most fragrant
heathers beyond the eight that are noted in the database of the International
register oJ heather no,mesl

E. arborea 'Alpina'

E. erigena 'Superba'

E. x garJorthensis: 'Tracy Wilson' is stated to be "slightly fragrant"
E. x grilfithslr'Heaven Scent' and 'Jacqueline'

E. mantpul(flora'Korcula'
E. x ueitchii. 'Exeter'

Garden Girls

With acknowledgements to the 'Grower'  magazine
Sent in by Jean Julian

-Enca is hardly a major crop in most of Europe but it is for the nurserymen
in the Lower Rhine region of Germany. There around l60 growers produce
more than I OO million plants a year. These comprise 50 to 60 million CaIIuna
uulgaris,25 million Ericagracili-s with the remainder E. carnea.

Kurt Kramer has spent 30 years breeding a range of C. uulgaris that are
now marketed under the 'Garden Girls' brand. usrites John Edmonds.

The series has Plant Breeders' Rights and the marketing strateg/ is based
on a limited number of growers producing just sufficient plants for the
market, avoiding oversupply.

These Callunas are bud bloomers whose flowers never fully open and have
been selected to come into flower later than is the norm. Sales of 'Garden Girls'
start in early September when lower temperatures make the flowers very long
lasting, many until Christmas. Production today is around 20 million plants.

Mathias Kuppers is one of the growers
licensed to produce'Garden Girls'. He sells 2-
year finished plants in one litre pots. Cuttings
are rooted in small plugs using a fog system
which gives an 850/o take. Propagation uses
material from the growing crop and is
undertaken year round, except for November
and December. Each tray is stood down on an
individual, new piece of capillary matting to
prevent disease transfer.

Rooted cuttings go into 54-cell trays on a
Visser transplanter with two operators gapping
up and d iscard ing sub-standard p lants.
Finished trays are stood down outside and
watered by overhead boom using water from a
borehole. In winter the plot is covered in fleece;
according to Mathias Kuppers, it is not the
cold that kills plants but that they dry out

1 0
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when roots are frozen and cannot sr,rpply moisture. When sufficiently well
developed the plugs are potted into a P9 and then finally into a I litre pot.

Andrew Gallik, whose salary is paid for by the growers and by the regior-ral
authority on a 50:50 basis, is an adviser to 55 of the nurserymen, mainly
growers of E. carnert While most Lower Rhine growers use pure peat as their
growing media, some of Andrew Gallik's clients add rice hulls and wood by-
products while aiming to keep the pH at around 4.5.

One of his growers, the business of TH Hils, has l5ha devoted to Enca
production with l.25ha of glass growing AzaLeatndica. Most plants are sold
direct and up to 50% are exported, mainly to Scandinavia. Like many of the
nurseries they growmost of the plants outside, plunged into thevery l ight scli l .

Many of the region's plants are sold through the marketing organisation,
the NBV/UGA. Employing more than 1,200 people, it has three auctions and
22 collection cenlres throughout Germany. In addition to nursery stock it
handles pot plants, cut flowers, vegetables and fruit.

lVhite heathers of Scottish origin
E. C.  Nelson,  In ternat ional  Regist rar

Following up the account of "lucky" white heather published in HealLrcrs
3 (2OOG), I thought it would be valuable for members wanting to select white
cultivars of heather to have a hancly list of those which are explicitly of
Scottish origin - they might just be luckier than white heathers from
elsewhere?

In the following list, only those cultivars of CalLuna utlgaris (ling, Scotch
heather) that are currently available are named - all may be purchased
through Tle Heatlrcr Societg. As well as the name, the table includes:-

Column 2: foliage colour(s) and habit, and occasional comments on the
flowers

Column 3: average height in centimetres
Column 4: average spread in centimetres
Columns 5-9: f lowerinSmonths (6 =June, IO = October, etc.); the syrnbols

indicate single 0 or double (9tQ) flowers.
Column I O: origins; plants collected in the wild are indicated by ; if known

the collector/f inder and date are given
Column I l: "lnt"^" date of introduction into cultivation.
The information in columns 2-l I is derived from D. Srnall & A. Small,

llondg gutde to lrcatlers, and from the database of the Intemationctl register
oJ leatlrcr nclmes.

The list is arranged in approximate order of flowering, as indicated in the
sources noted; thus 'Alex Warwick'is the earliest to bloom, while 'Lyle's Late
White' lives up to its name and is generally the latest of the whites to flower.
Of the heathers in the list only 'Kinlochruel' and 'White Lawn' have held the
RHS's Awarcl o[ Garden Merit.

I make no claim that any of lhese heathers will confer luck on the grower,
but one never knows.
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Fol iage;  habi t . H 5 f) 7

' .A lex 
Wanvick ' Micl-green. 1 0 40 * *

'Brrrcrey,
Mid-grce n r.r'ith recun'ing branches. 15 3C *

'Corr ic 's 'Whi tc
Flor i  fcrous:  I  ig l  r  t  g leen;  . lu r r f .  c  " r l  l . , rcr 30 601 *

' ls l lv lr4ist ' F l , ' u ' . r ' .  i r r  s l r o r t  r t c cmcs i , l t r l .  g r cen ,  . J - : c l d i r " r l . 15 l0 *

'Oiss 'a l '
Light green; fbrms a nouncl. l0 3C *

rnn
if$

'R. 
,A.. McErvirn' 30 5 0 *

:l.l
l.t:

'Crrcrkctton 
V/l-rite M iJ - x r ccn  r r  i t i r  l i i l r r e r  r i 1 . '  i r l  i p ' 111c . 75 * ,rlli

, lil
i i l

'Loch 
Ttrr rct B r i , ' h r , ' r . , ' n 1.0 40 *

I lLtli

rlfr
'N4r, r r icLle 

[ )o]- 'sotr Fr ,  e  f '1 ,  - ' ^ , ' . i , . " .  l . . i r l . r  " ,  " ' . , . 30 50 + ru

'V/hirc N4itc F r r ' l r . t l n r v p r i n o .  l r r  i , ' l r t  o r , ' , ' r. " . . .  . . - - . ) l  C .  r n l . : t i t . 2C l5 +
$

' i t ' l rs  
Nci l  Col l ins l l r i , ' l t t  r r . cn ,  ( , n (  n .  r r cc l  l r . r L \ i t .+c 65 +

iti,i*lt
lt f3.';

l $ i
, 'iii1

'Ben 
Nevis ' D l i g l r t  g l c t ' r r l  . l r v l l i  u i r l r  r u i s r c . l  : ; . ' u rh . i0 T V irti

'Clr;rr lcs Chrpmer-r ' 2C t5 Itr'i
'C l ra i !  

Ri iss ie ' F l , ' $ t r t  Un  l l t c : l l  \ l ) , , . , t }  : r s  \ \ ' s . l :  n r ( l - J r ' ( (  r ' r ; . i : i l i

tuplight hrl-.it

3C 4C iii
' D i r r nn

Ycl lou,  throtrghout thc vcnr. ) 15

' I ) rLrnr-ra
l ' t r , r t r . t  f l , .$ r ' rs  un  l - l tacn tc \  o i  Vr rY i : rp  )e  nq :h ,  I rg l t t

grecl' l i  eIect.

l0 50 i'n
' f )unl icld Whirc Prlc Lrcci t r  c , l .en,  t t l . r tx f i t a ) 55

'E.mr:m1.1 
J,,ck' Bri 'ght  grecn l l1 the -velr ;  sprer i l i i - r 1 5 ] C

'  
F l  o l ' i f  t r i i r - rs R r  i " l r  r  , , r  ,  ,  n .  r r r , r q r r : r  r i r 1C 30 itil:
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I 9 1 0 A = rvild-collt'ctccl I n t  {

iit,,
A Sr  K i l . lu  (n t , .  K( rO)  I ' y  R.  J .  I l r i c r r  ( l r ) ( rJ ) . 1 9 ?  t

* A Rorcray, St Ki l t la group (no. K70), by R. J. l l r ie n ( |  966) I  q 6 7

.t A near Moniaivc,  Dunrf i ies,  by John Corr ie (c.  I930).

* A i r r  Clenogle ,  Perthshire (c.  l9t i l ) ;  in t roLlucet l  b) ,  I ) .
H Lr t torr .

b y  l 9 7 i

* A Hi l ta ,  S t  K i l c ia  g ror rp  (no .  K52) ,  bV R.  J .  I l r i cn  (1966) . 1967

+ I n t r oc l uce t l  by  M i ss  She i l l  Thon - r  (H igh lan t l  l l ea rhe rs
Cor l r ie,  Perthshire) .

by 19 t )0

+ + A Caerketton I l i l l ,  Pentlantl  I-1l l ls, by Mrs J. Pontorr (c
I  e 5 7 ) .

1964

+ .t Irorrnrl  by !(/ .  Isaac; introclrrcccl by R. J. I l r icrr

* + A I l lack I- l i l l  in thc Pcrrt lantl  Hi l l  ncar Erl inlrurgh, Scorlar-rt l ,
by Wil l ianr S. Dobson (Etl inlrurgh) (c. l95l);  inrrot luce.r Lrv
J. R. Por.rton (Ki r-kr-rcrvron, M it l  loth irr-r).

I  966

iil .t + A at l ,000nr (c. 3,000ti) on Sgor:rn Dubh, Cairngrrnls, lry
J, ick l)r ' i r l te rvlrtr  inrr, ' . l rrcc, l  i t .

1 9 5 3

* + + Secdling; founcl l .y Sir GeorgeTirylor (1970) in M:rjor & Mrs
NciI Coll ins's garden, Invcrchapc] Lorlge, Loclr Eck.

+ * Founcl by R. J. Bricn.

+ + I- isrerl  by R, J. Brien (c. 1990).

* * A on Craig Rossic,  C)chi ls ,  hchinr l  Atrchtcrarr ler ,  F i fe ,  by R,

J .  R l i en  (bv  1968 ) .

.& + Sport orr 'Loch Turre t ' ;  f tr trnt l  by I{.  J. Rrien ( l98 l) .

* + A neirr  Avicmore;  inrror lucei l  hv lack I ) rake b y  l o 5 9

* * Fountl  by R. l .  I l r icn (try 1976).

+ .& A St  K iL la  (no .  K l ( r )  by  R.  J .  Rr icn  (1966) . by  l9 ( rB

* + A St  K ik la  (no .  K54)  by  I l .  J .  I l r ien  (1966) .

-  l . )  -
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The Stiperstones - Back to Purple
Arnold Stow

The Stiperstones is a ridge o[ a dozen rugged rocky tors that rise to 536m
(l 634ft) above the otherwise gentle landscape of Shropshire, and is one of 214
National Naturc Reserves.

Until the l96O's these were one magnificent unbroken stretch of open
ircathland and D Il Lawrence once described it "as one o[ those places where
tl-re spirit of aboriginal England still lingers, the old savage England". However
Conifer plantations and "in.rprovement" changed the landscape and just
islancls of l-realher around the hil l tops were left.

That all started to change in 1998 when, with the help oI Lottery money a
prolecL was started with the airn of restoring The Stiperstones to their former
glory. l,ess than a decade later, the trees have gone and the heather, without
reseeding, is returninEl the hillsides back to purple in late summer. With bilberry
also thriving it is also the most southerly breeding community of red grouse.

' lhe summit is known as'Devil 's Chair' to the locals, who believe that Old
Nick is in residence when the cloucls come down and surround it.

In these clays when so much heath and moorland is being lost, it is
he:rrtening to hear of at least one success story.

This information extracted from an article in The DaiLg Telegraph March
I  l 1 r ' .  2006

New heather species!
A report  f rom The Internat ional Registrar

Mernbers of The Ileather Society (and friends) may like to be aware of a new
hczrther species that is edible: Erica so"Ltua*. It is also reported to have valuable
meclicinal propert ies and is being recommended as a potential new crop in
Atrstral ia (sce http: / /www.newcrops.uq.edu.au/l ist ing/ericasativa.htm). The
planI has already becorne popular in France, the fresh leaves being added to
salacls, soups, r isottos and omelettes - not unexpectedly, the veryyoung new
growth is especial ly succulent. The seeds are useful too, potential ly replacing
pcpper. A plannetl  breeding programme to cross-breed Enca satiuawith other
specics should make the plant even more appealing given that most hybrid
hcathcrs have brightly coloured new growth - cream, rcd and orange.

Thc plant nppcars to grow in very fewwild localities. I-lowever, it is recorded
at Lhe Oasis o[Tamenli t  and Sid Ahrned Timrni in Algeria on the eclge of the
Sahara, growinglwith such plants as lVigelta(love-in-the-mist) ancl Tigonella.

Ilernarkably, zrccording to Tlrc lrvTependent on Sundag, this heather was

known to Leonardo cla Vinci ancl is shown in the hand of the Virgin, in his
paint ing cal led " l 'he Benois Maclonna" (Figure la & b). The plant portrayed

slrows some sinrilarities with the long tubed Cape species ErtcajasmiriJlorct
(Figure 2a & b) - openir-rg tantal izing possibi l i t ies about the relat ionship

beLween the Ericaceae (heather and heathers) and Cruciferae (the cabbages).
Lconarclo is not alone in his knowledPe of Erica satiuct. The Latin poet

1 4
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Marco Valerio Marcial (AD 40-99), famous for his epigrams, praised it as an
aphrodisiac. While in the 4th centuryAD, Marcelo Empirico "indicaba a los que
sufrian de debilidadviril unacomposicion en la que seincluialacorrespondiente
dosis de la citada hierba".

Information about this new heather can be obtained on the world wide web:
simply google "erica sativa" (about a dozen sites will appear when you use "exact

phrase" in advanced search mode). Unfortunately no images are available as
yet, but we hope to get some during the proposed Heather Society expedition
to Algeria now being planned to depart on I April 20O7.

Steps may also be considered to include this overlooked name in the next
edition of the Intemattonal register oJ heather names.

Figure l. Leonardo da Vinci's
painting "The Benois Madonna",
now in The Hermitage Museum, St.
Petersburg, Russia. The flower
(shown in detail in Figure lb) that
the Virgin holds has four petals,
just like some of the Cape heaths
(see Figure 2).

Figure I b
Figure 2. Drtca jasminiJlora (from Curtis's

b otanic ctl mag azine, I 798) ; note th e fou r- p etalled
flowers (shown in detail in Figure 2b) closely
resembling those in the Virgin's hand in "The

Benois Madonna". It is not known

Leo got hold of the heather.

(For further discussion see D. Brown.
The daVinci code.)

Figure 2b
************************************

This article started life on I April 2006, but it is not a
complete joke! It does show how a simple typing error can
create woeful misinformation and give the Registrar a
headache. The generic name should be E1!ca, with a unot
an i: Eruca satiua (the plant intended) is the familiar salad

where * t ..{N

, f r

Figure 2

All the same.
vegetable called rocket!

there actually are a baker's dozen of sites (as of 22 Mav; a

Figure I
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decrease from about 35 at the end of March 20O6) on the Internet lovingly
perpetuating this typing error, and creating a new heather, the "cultivated"

heath; satiuus , -a, -um means sown, planted or cultivated, the opposite of
wild or feral. The name is not validly published, thankfully, but should it be
recorded in the International register of heather names?

Letters

I 've found one!

In the Spring Bulletin, 2005, Brita Johansson asked why no Enca carnea
seedlings are found in English gardens. I responded with a letter published
in the Summer Bulletin that year and said I would look out for seedlings in
my own garden. Well, I have found one!

It is growing in a rare bare patch near to established 'Springwood White'
and "December Red" plants. It is about three inches across now but has yet
to flower. Will it turn out to be a snowy white or a red or something between?
I shall have to wait until the turn of the year to find out.
Allen Hall ( East M idlands )

Lucky Purple Heather

The Heather Societg Yearbook for 2OO5 has an excellent, thoroughly
researched article by Charles Nelson on the origin of the belief, superstition
or myth of Lucky White Heather. He proves pretty conclusively that this
custom can be dated back only to the idiosyncratic behaviour and beliefs of
Queen Victoria as exhibited during her sojourns among the Aberdeenshire
hills (while entertaining prospective German princes as husbands for her
daughters, one of whom did indeed briefly become Empress of Germany).

As it seems unlikely for the German Crown Prince to have invented the myth
of luckywhiteheatherduring abriefvisit ofmatrimonial exploration to Balmoral,
Charles Nelson examines an alternate, equally unlikely source. Several websites
refer to John and James MacPhersons' spurious Ossian poetry, but as Nelson
points out lJrese do not contain the off-quoted Celtic tale of Malvina's tears falling
on a bunch of heather supplied by her slain lover, Oscar. Her tears bleaching the
heather bells caused her to suggest that though a symbol of her sorrow, tlte
"white heather brings good fortune to all who find it." A romantically engaging
story, even if not an overwhelmingly logical and convincing one.

But what of purple heather? Did that bring good or ill fortune? It did not
have the element of scarcity to equate luck in finding it with luck in stumbling
across the more material things in life.

One benefit of pledge week on PBS (our Public Television) is that old films
turn up. "Fiddler on the Roof' caught my attention, or at least part of it. The
milkman's eldest daughter is being married to the hopeful tailor (he needs
both a sewing machine and a bride). The film clearly shows her carrying a
small bouquet of tiny purple flowers. Surely that was purple heather! Was it



THE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN vol-. 6. NO. 18. SUMMER 2006

lucky? A second scene shot a few minutes later again clearly shows the purple
bouquet, but shortly after that the wedding celebration is ciisrupterl by proio-
cossacks. tots of broken glass and furniture are the result, blt apparently
no broken bones. Is that where the luck resides?

I hope those o[you with Fiddler tapes at hancl wil l research these scenes.
was it really purple heather? At least it grows in Russia. will purple heather
become a cure for broken bones, or, better a certain token or totem to avoicl
this misfortune? If this myth takes hold, remember that it started here. I wan1.
the credi t .

Donqld A. M. Mackctg (New york)

Queries through our Website -
www. he ath erso ciety. org

Answered by David Small

1-l I just bought some heather and am unsure as to what kind it is. Do
Vyo' have piclures on your web site so I can match it up? It is low

growing and has almost l i tt le pine needles with mauve an<1 yellow litt le bucls
on  i t ?

I I suspect the heather you have bought is Enca c..r'.e.'which grows
fa.lo a height of 6in and flowers in late winter and early spring. It

originates from the Alpine regions of Europe where it is under snow for about
6 months. As a resull i t sets bud before the snow arrives - these being usually
a yellowish green. There are about loo garden varieties so there is no way I
can positively identify which one you have.

we do have pictures on our website. From our homepage follow the l ink
lo Handg Gutde to Heathers and then click on Erica carneaon the lett-hancl
side. Scroll clown the right hancl side and click on photo wherever you see the
green logo.

(-l I wish to ask some advice about painted heathers. I have earlier this
. -V{9". planted some painted heathers in my garden and very nice they
look to. However I have recently been informed that to get the vivicl colotrrs,
apparently they are sprayed or fed food colourings. I did not know this at the
time of purchasing the plants, I always thought it was their natural colour.
The worryr I now have is that, when they flower again will they flower the same
colour for ever, or do you only get one year of the vivicl colours, or wil l lhey
eventually become white.

I don't know what species they actually are, as they were solcl to me as
painted heathers. I also am unsure now how to look after them properly, a bit
naive but I thought it would be in one of my gardening books. As you probably
know, no reference is made to painted heathers. If you could give some much
neeclecl advice I would be most Srateful.

I I can conlirm that you wil l not get those bright colours next year, nor
fa.is there an)'way you can treat your plants to achieve it. 'l'he most

probable colour of the flowers next year will be white and white from then on.
The species is calluna wLlgaris, our native ling, but a special form of it where

- 1 7  -



VL)I,.  t , .  No. 18. SUMMER 2006 rHE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN

Lhe buds never open, called bud-bloomers. This makes them suitable for the
clying process.

They should retain their colour through much of the winter. Next spring
around Easter cut off the flowering stems to allow new growth to form. lf you
cio not do this the plants will becorne very straggily.

There are many good naturally coloured bud-bloomers rnarketecl under
thc tradernark "Garden Girls" which do retain their colour from year to year.

Group News

North East
'I'he NorLh East Group hacl a very successlul visit to Leighton Hall on April

3Ori'. 'fhe weather was kind and everyone enjoyed the day. The programme for
the rest o1'the year is as fol lows:

Car Outing
Annual Show
AGM

Yorkshire

Wednesday 5 July
Saturday 9 September
Friday 27 October

DoroLhg Warner

Tl-re Yorkshire I Ieather Group held a Sood meeting on Saturday, 4th March
20O6 ir-r the Field Classroom at Harlow Carr with seven members oresent.

We hacl apologies from Mr. & Mrs. Walton, who are no longer able to use a
car :rncl liom Mr. & Mrs. Granville who are too ill to attend. Numbers are
clwinclling in Yorkshire clue to t.he maturity of many members. The winter has
lastecl a long t ime in 2OO5/2OOG being cold, wet and windy, in fact we should
be deiighted to give some water to the drought ridden south east of England.
One of the reasons Lhat not many members attended the meeting was due to
thc lalling snow this Saturclay.

The rneel.ing should have started with a brief talk from Harlow Carr Curator,
Mat.tl'rew Wilson, on the new winter walk and its planting but due to the lying
snow he was not at lhe gardens and had sent Peter Fenwick, the duty gardener
to explain. Peter informecl us what was happeninS in the garden at present and
ivhat he knew of plans for i1s fu1.ure. The meeting then continued with a round
lable illustrated discussion on tl-re best winter flowering heathers. E. cantect
'M.yretoun Ruby' took pride of place with a grand debate about the different
rvhitc cnrneas available on the market.

Jectn Jul iarr

East Midlands
'l'he East Midlands Grouu was scheduled to rneet at our horne on lBit' March

2OOG with a view to seeing the winter and spring heathers in bloom. In the event
only onc mcrnber was able to come but it never-the-less proved to be rnost
cnioverble.-'Iir 

tnrlh, t.l-rc garden was not in good condition. A combination of a clry
sumrner in 2OO5 ancl a cold long winter and spring prevented a good display of
Ilowers.'l-hc buds o[some of the carneos had not filled out in the summer from
lack of wat.er. Hard liosts beQalr in November 2OO5 and persisted late into
Marrch 2006 ancl I estirnate thaL heathers and spring bulbs were up to 6 weeks

1tt
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late this year. Meanwhile a number of heathers had been killecl bv lrosts and
others such as D ciliarrb made to look distincily unhappy. so cani-y members
who pa-y have considered attending but were put ofl'by ihe weather were welljustif ied in their choice.
_ The day itselfwas bitingly cold with March winds justifying their reputation.
s9 we spent l i tt le t ime- outside,_9toppi1€ here and theri to congrat.late'Myretoun Ruby' ancl 'westwood yellow' for clefying the cold ancl to obserwe
severe tip dam-age 9{'Mr. Robert', 'Riverslea'_anci"all 

scopanas except ssp
scoparla, and the all-but-fatal stem splitt ing of ,Fada des S]eras'.

Indoors we had lots_to talk about ancl, aildlt ionally, I put on a 15 minule
programme of slides that I had recently compilecl. The^ slides showecl the
development of our garden from lg97 irnti l the present set to music ancl
arranged for clisplay on a TV monitor.

It tumed out that our guest hacl an interest in close-up photography, so we
repaired to my study to make some observations using my midroscope. we
viewed some seed -n,1rr.!-+ on a microscope slide that I had photographecl for
!!e recgntly published "Heathers 3". we-usecl inciclent lignt anci'to- po*e.
(2ox). Then we observed a thin section of a stem of E uagan'i that I hacl clearecj
and stained for the micros^cope some time ago. We useil transmitte<l light lbr
t his ancl a magnification of lo y . Finally we observed some pollen graiis of E
erigena'lrish Dusk' that had been mounted in glycerin'e lellyl ' I.he lellycontained a red stain l.hat had been absorbed by the pollen making it easier to
see. we used.amagnification of l50x toviewa grbup oipollen grains. The gralns
were set in the jelly in various postures and this gave us clifferent views'bf the
tetrads. Then we changed to a^magnification of ooo x to view a single grain.
Using the fine locusing knob of the microscop-e, we were able to scan-tnFougtr
the grain, again observing the 4 pollen cells cjl the tetract structure. [Membeis
know, I am sure, that all but one of the heather species prodrrce pollen in grorrps
of four,grains arranged so as to occupy the least posiible volume - a titract.l

Ancl so we went on to a light tea that inciuded ham ancl smokecl salmon
sandwiches. we parted reluctantly at tength because our guest had an evening
engagement.

The Bast Micllands Group has shrunk in recent years and aclclitionally some
of our members are indispo-s_ecl ly-age or infirmity. we are thinly spreicl o,oe,
5 counties ancl apart fro.m Kingfisher Nurseries, there are no majbr heather
gardens in the Zone, so lar as I am aware. I suspect that there ar6 a number
o[ worthwhile domestic heather gardens that the owrlers may be reluctant to
show olf because of unclue modesty. I would like to hear about ihese and receive
invitations for the Group to visit.

,lt is h-owever good for heather enthusiasts to meet to exchange views ancl
to learn from each olher. I envisage that it would be good for smill groupi of
members - say three of four people - to meet-locally for "friendship" in."[irrg"
rather  than lbr  garden v is i ls  per  se.  I  would l ike lo  hear  member 's  opin ions on
this and receive suggestions for venues.

^ . I was rather surprised to learn of ourguest's interest in sles.-up photography
of heathers that has been a long-standinfl interest of mine and i im movecl to
offer to ar-Iange a w-orkshop, or workshops, to fellow members who may be
interestecl in this subject. The subject may convenienfly be dividecl into two -
microscopy, and close-ups using macro lens, extension tubes and bellows.
Please contact me if you are interested in participating in such a workshop.

AIIen Ho.Il
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Home Coun t i es

On Sunrlay 2l"tMay Pam and I enjoyed a very wet visit to Leonardslee
Garclens, West Sussex. We hacl sent a letter to Group members on 4tr'Mav
invit. ing them to join us but unfortunately no-one was'[ree to come. Howevei,
in spite of a dire weather forecast (which proved to be entirely true !) we felt we
shoulcl go just in case someone from the Group should turn up.

Regarclless of the thoroughly inclement weather we did a tor.rr of the
grouncls and ir-rdeed the rhoclodendrons, azaleas and bluebells were stunning,
irt ftrct the rain brought out the wonderful aroma of the azaleas. We alsovisited
thc collection of victorian motor cars and a fascinatina exhibit ion of dolls
houses which was worth the price of the admission alone.

Leonardslee is certainly one of England's most spectacular gardens and
for those who couldn't make it and have access to the internet, if you log on
to  I IYPERLINK "h t t p :  

/  /  www. invec t i s . co .uk / l eona rds lee / i nc lex .h tm"
wttsrp.inuectis.co.uk/leonard,sleelindex.htmyou will see over one hundred
bear-rtiful photographs of the gardens taken throughout the year with
en-rphasis on the rhododendrons and azaleas in springtime.

The next meeting of the Group will be held at RHS Garden, Wlsley, on
Saturday 3oth September. We will meet outside the shop at I l.OO for our
customary tour of the Heal.her Garden; the afternoon meetinq, with speaker
a l t t l  { ea .  w i l l  bc  i n  t  he  Ga  rden  Mee t  i ng  Room o f  I  he  H i l l s i de  Even ts  Cen t i e  ( t h i s
room is at the rear o[ the Garden Hall in which we have previously met) at
I 4.OO - please let me know by 18 September if you will be attending. There
r'vill o[ course be the usual table show, please do have a go at this, you have
a very good chance of winning - the categories are:-

BesL flower arrangement in which heathers predominate (The Turpin'liophy).

Best vase of hardy heaLher in flower, single variety.
Best vase of heather chosen for foliage.
I wisl-r you good gardening weather for the summer and

seeing rnany friends at Wisley on 30th September.
look forward to

Derek MtLIts

South West  Area News

I.-irst o{-:rll my apologies for a mistake I made in the title of Beryl Farrah's
obituary in lhe Spring Bulletin. The title of the obituary should have read"Beryl Farrah l9l3 - 2OO5". Beryl was 92 when she passed away.

(Clrurles,Velson has also rerntrrded me tlrat l3eryL Farrah, uJGs one oJ Lle
Sociely 's I Ionorarg Menrbers. Slrc antd Kerl LL)ere elected together in 198 1 . Ed.)

Although thcre is no longer an official SW Local Group I felt that I should
brielly report on the garden visits publicised in The Bulletin, to which you, the
nrenrbers, wcre invited. In addition to those reports there is an invitation to
join Lin and rnyself, when we visit Knoll Gardens in October.

On Saturday, March I . l 'r ' , Lin and I attended the Sir Harold Hil l ier
Gzrrclens, near Rornsey in l lampshire, and were joined by several Society
rrrernbers for a leisurely stroll on a cool but bright afternoon. There is
:rlwarys plenly to see at Hil l iers and that afternoon was no exception. We
started off with a slroll through the Winter Garden with all i ts winter
colours st i l l  v iv id in  the la te season.  Winter /Spr ing f lower ing heathers are
present  in  th is  garden but  as smal l  groups in terspersed wi th the other
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plants and shrubs,  a l l  to  demonstrate that  co lour  can be hacl  dur ins the
darker months. we then moved on to the heather area at the far encl of the
Gardens at a leisrrrely pace so that we could enjoy the other features that
the Gardens have to offer and of which there are many. However once we
reached the heather garden we were somewhat disappointecl in the general
appearance especia l ly  as last  sepl .ember,  dur ing the conference weekenr l ,
the heather  garden hacl  been looking very good.  I  th ink that  the
predominance of t ightly pruned summer heathers contributed to the
clisappointing appearance and hopefully ihe summer wil l see a better
display Any'way, a pleasant t ime was had by all and it was an opportunity
to get together.

on saturday, May l3th we visited Exb'ry Gardens, within the newly
formed NewForest  Nat ional  Park.  Ahandfu l  of  societymembers jo inecl  r rs
for a stroll amongst the rhododendrons and azaleas for which Exbtrry is
famous. The afternoon was bright ancl breezy but once out of the breeze
the a i r  was warm. The heather  garden,  because of  the la te season,  s t i l l
showed some flower colour and was well worth a look. Away from the
heather garclen and throughout the garden Erica arborea featurecl ar-rcl
some of  the specimens are becoming qui te large.  However i t  is  lhe
rhodoclendrons ancl azaleas that Exbury is famous for ancl these were
magnificent. I lowever for steam locomotive enthusiasls, l ike me, there is
a narrow gauge steam railway which was in operation on the clay. The
afternoon was roundecl off with a welcome cup of tea in the shelter of the
Suncl ia l  Garden.

Lin and I will be visiting Knoll Gardens, near wimborne in Dorset, on
saturday, october 7th and Society members and their friends are invitecl
to meet us in the car park at 2.Oopm and to take a stroll with us. This is a
garden that has been visited by the sw Group of the society in the past and
has plenty to interest members. The garden has a wide collection of trees,
shrubs, perennials and in particular grasses. There is also a Mediterranean
Gravel Garden and various water features comprising of streams, waterfalls
and pools. For the plant buyers amongst you there a specialist nursery
ad.jacent to the garden. currently entry is advertisecl as €4.2b ancl the
garden has self service refreshments. To fincl the garden take the B3o7s
Hampreston road from the canford Bottom Roundabout on the A3 I about
I miles to the east of wimborne. About a mile after the roundabout turn left
ancl the garden is about mile along that road. The garden is adequately
s ignpos t  ed .

Plril Jouner
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Nurseryman members

W = wholesale nllrsery only. Retail custonrers are rerrrincled that wholesale nurseles

are strictly that ald will not welcome retail enquiries.

R = retail nursery MO = nlrrsery will to supply iry mail order

NO'|E - To avoid disappointnrent, please telephone the nursery before calling,

Zone L - Scotland
W R M O
Yes No No Mr. & Mrs. G Gow, Perthshire Heathers, The Farl, Forganrierury,

PERTH, PH2 gDB.
Ycs YesYes Mr. D.A. Lambie, Speyside Heather Centre, West End, Skye of Curr,

DULNAIN BRIDGE, INVERNESS.SHIRE. PFI26 3PA.

Zone 2 - Ireland
W R M O
Yes Yes No Mr. & Mrs. D. Kerins, Fernhurst Garden Nurseries, Killowen,

KENMARE, CO. KERRY, REPUBLIC OF IRELAND.

Zone 4 - England: Northwest
W R M O
Yes YesYes Mr. T.J. Okell, Okell's Nurseries, Duddon Heafr, Nr. TARPORLEY.

CHESIIIRE. CW6 OtrP.

Zone 7 - England: West Midlands
W R M O
Yes YesNo Mrs. O. Warner, Bamcroft Nurseries, Dunwood Lare, lnngsdon,

sToKtr-oN-TRtrNT, STAFFORDSHTRE, ST9 gOW.
No YesYes Mr. L.J. Coates, 64a Church street, Charlton Kings, CHELTENHAM,

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. GL53 BAS.

Zone Ll - England: Southern
W R M O
Yes YesYes Mr. J. Martin, Ilillway Nursery, Felbridge, EAST GRINSTEAD, RHtg 2pS.
Yes YesYes Mr. .J. Fitz Earle, 78 Woodland Way, WESTWCKHAM, KENT, BR4 gLR.
No YesNo Mr. S. Moody, 2 Chiltern Cottages, Vicarage Lane, Burwash Common,

E-TCFIINGHAM, E. SUSSEX, TNI9 7LN.

Zone 12 - England: Southwest
W R M O
Yes No No Mr. D. M. trdge, Forest trdge Nursery, Verwood Road, Woodlands,

WIMBORNE, DORSET, BH2I 6LJ.
Yes No No Mr. M.C.C. Skirrner, Cornbe Florey Nursery, Combe Florey, lAUNTON,

SOMERSE"I. TA4 &JE.

Zone L3 - England: Far West
W R M O
Yes No Yes Mr. A. Powell, Talaton Plants, I hy Cottages, Talaton, EXETBR,

DEVON. EXs 2SD,
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Zotr.e L4.l - Australasla
W R M O
Yes YesNo Mrs. M.L. Hughes, Blue Mountain Nurseries, 99 Bushy Hill Street,

Tapanui, West Otago, New Zealand.
Yes No No Mr. & Mrs. D.A. Phillips, Ericaflora, P.O. Box 206, MONBULK,

VICTORIA 3793. AUSTRALI.A.

Zone L4.2 - Canada
W R M O
No YesYes Mr. D. Wilson,6605 Hopedale Road, CHILLIWACK, BRITISH

COLUMBIA V2R 4W, CANADA.

Zo e L4.3 - Europe
W R M O
Yes No No Mr. K. Kramer, Edammer Stra-Be 26, 26188 EDEWECHT, GERMANY.
Yes YesNo Mr. & Mrs. J. Stadler, 32 rue du Pont Noir, 74lOO AMBILLY. FRANCE.
Yes No No Mr. J. van Leuven, Ilmenweg 39, 47608 Geldern, GERMANY"
Yes No No Hr. O. Sondergaard, GL. Sunds Planteskole, Gl. Sundsvej 15, DK-

745ISUNDS, DENMARK.
Yes YesNo Mr. G. Van Hoef, Esweg 15,377l BARNEVELD, NEDERI-AND.
Yes No No Mr. R. Wolski, Kwalifikowane Szk6lki Owocowe i Roz. ul. Srebrna

Dabrowa lB, Konstantynow l,odzki 95-050, POLAND.

Zone 14.6 - U.S.A"
W R M O
No YesNo Mr. W.T. Dowley, New England Heather, 28 Hurricane Road, KEENE,

NH 03431. U.S.A..
No YesNo Mrs. M. Krenek, Glenmar Heather Nursery Inc., P.O. Box 479,

BAYSIDE, CA 95524-0479, U.S.A.
No YesYes Ka:rlaLortz, Heathers & Heathers, E.502 Haskell Hill Road, SHELTON,

wA 98584, U.S.A.
Yes YesNo Mr. A.H. Pilch, Log House Heathers, 70 Ajuga Drive, SYLVA. NORIH

CAROLINA 28779. U.S.A.
Yes YesNo Mrs. S.D. Ewalt, Woodville Nursery, 2850 Sykes Creek Road, ROGUE

RMER. OREGON 97537. U.S.A.

Ioar t@rcry couti finE fral ia
runtctu.yr{w

It sti[[ confn {uWtsultetin
'lilite 

for spedaf memb ers rates
to: Daaif Smaff

Denbetgh A[[Sain* fuad, Cruting St.Mory
Ipswicft, 5ffitfrrc| Sr1
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The Specialist Mail Order Nursery for Heathers and Conif'ers

Over 100 varieties of Heathers currcntly available
Plants available all year round - no ordcr too small - fast delivery

Now with "Online, secure purchasing"

Bulk ordcr prices and discounts on selected varieties - see Website fbr dctails

Heather collections sti l l  at 2004 prices.
f9.99 plus P & P for l0 plants

Visitors welcome by prior appointment

www.spr ingparknursery.co.uk
T: 020 8117 5l6l for f iee catalogue

or emai l  sa les @ spr ingparknursery.co.uk
78, Woodland Way, West Wickham, Kent BR4 9LR
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l>olit \ matlers. i l lajor c\rp.nts eta.
Mr. A. J. Stow, Widmour, Lirnmer I.ale, l l igh Wycornbe,fluckinghamshire,
i l l , l l  JQR. p-riorli ajs@widlnou.liecseile.co.rtk'l 'e I : (01494) 149391
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('ounril Matters/lIire ol sIide.t
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'l-eI: (01904J 107316

Arti.le.\ for th? Yearbook / Noning of Iteuthers
l)r. l:.(1. Nclson.'l ' ippitiwirchet Crntage. Ilatl Road. t)utwcll, Wisbech pLl.l 8p[:.

prrdil: registrar(@ zetnet.co. uk
'I'el: 

li 'Jr +4410 l+15 1240 5tio I"AX: (01915;7740j7

Nole.\, artitl?s for the Bulletin un(i 7'ptlmit:o! Mattcrs
Mrs. i). Ijverett,'l 'hc Bannut, Ilringsty, Hcrcfirrdshire-, WR6 5 fA,

e -n ail : ey ercubannut@)zctlrct.co.uk
7'e1: (0l8ti5).182206 /.,4X: (01i385) 4tJ2206

Adverts, adt,ertising rates d(. .for th? Bulletin
Mr. l). Small - de r,ails as l)lant Sales & Website

Menbership. Substriptions. Orders.for publiL.ations et.
Mrs. A. Small, Denbeigh, All Saints Road, Creeting St. Mary, lpswich, Suffolk, Ip6 8pJ

e tn o i I : l teathersQlzclnet.co.uk

le l ;  (01449)111220 I|AX; (01449\111220

Mrs. S. Kay, l.cttergesh Fast, Renvyle, Co. Ga.lway, Republic of lrelatrd
c-rnai1: susiek(q)gofiee.indigo.ic 7p1. 00353 95 43575

Mr. I). Srnall, t)onbcigh, All Sainrs Road. Crecring Sr. Mary, Ipswich, Sullolk, Ip6 8lT.
e-nrcil: hcathers @ zetnel.co. uk
I'el: 01449) 711220 FAX: (01449) 7 11220

(iroup ()rganisers (Rernember, you will be verv welcome at an! local meeti.ng or visit!)

l last Nlidlands Mr. A. I lall, 10, I lpper (ireen, Nalpantan, Loughborough. Leics. I_El I 3SG.
e tn a i I : halla@ care4free.net 7 el: 01549 238923

North East Mrs. l). M. wanler. l-ittlecrolt, cllick-ern-in, Pontclixld, Newcastle-up9n-Tyne,
NIl20 gUQ. 'l'et: (016f't) 823299

HomcCounties Mr. I).Millis, lS,Thcllorseshoc,I-cvcrstockGree.n,tlcmelllempstcad,Hertsl{P38QW
e-ziail.' Derck. Mil lis (atcarc4tice.ner 7 e/: (0 12112 ) 254880

South }Vest Mr. P.[,. Joy.ncr, 84 Kinross Road, Rushingrcn, 
'lbttrn, 

Sourhampton, Flampshire,
S(NO 4I]N. r- rn l l l ;p joynerto '5uniulct .eom 771.{0231t0)864116

Yorkshire I)r. J. (iriflitlis, t), Ashlea Cllosc, Lceds. West Yo*slrire. I-S2-5 lJX.
? e/ :  (0 I  I  32) 863349


