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li b .lw3ys a s3dn.3s ro hav€ io rocord tha d6ath ot som€one v6.y dslr to us, snd rhe
Sociory hls rocontly3uffoFdiha lo6s ota v.ry d€.rti€nd6nd Found.r M6mb6r, Joyc€ Bu.lin.
An 6pp.6ci.rion ol her€nd h€rd€votion to haarhoG is included in thi6 i66uo oltho B!ttorin,
Th@€ ofu6 in th€ South Wssr Group, who wo.6 fo.tun.to to tnow hsr 6nd b6n€litfrom her
knowl€dg.6nd 6nlhusidm, sre grat€ful ind66d,

Grolp activiri.o in vlrious p8.rs olthecolntry ars undorwsy, snd it is atways. pte6sursro
visit difiercnt gerdens 6nd exchlngo idoas. Wo .ll h.v€ our favourit€ plsnts, our tik6s and
d is l i kss ,  snd  hav6 to  somo ox lon t ' ta i lo rod  oursardsntosu i t i t sshuar ion , . l im€r€, .ndso i l
conditions €lc. H6nco 6v€ry $rdon how.v€r l.rg€ or smsll is antir6ly individu.l. To iho5.
momb.awho havon tso a.r p6nicipat6d in a loc.lgroup visir lwould 3sy ptedse oo and mske
som6 n6wfris.drl Itrhsr€ isn'td localgroup n4ryou - then cont.ct somooth6rm€mb.rs in
th€ are dnd start ono you66lv6sl

A rcmindo. to Grcup Convsnols. h is holpful if h6mb6B can hav€ norico ol ihe sprins
mestings in rh.Aurumn Eulletan- darss .ftshg€d to. la16 lvl.rch snd6.rtyArritonty h!v6 a
limil6d notico ia letr ro b6 in36116d in rh6 Spring Bullerin.

Di3n6 Jon6s,

17th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 4th-7th Soor6mb6r 19a7.
Detsrls ol th's yoar's Conl€r€nc€.r Hadlow Coll696 noar Maidstono, K6ht, wore pubtish6d

in lh€ Spinq Bull6tin, lfyo! wish to 6ft€nd, and hev6n ty6t msdo a booting, pl.!66 sond €2
pormailingto: lvlrs Te5sa Forb6s, Spouts Coflags, LongmillL6n6. Plsxtol, Se!€no€k6, K6nt,
TN15 OOR. Psym€nt ol the full Coni6r6nc6 f6o sholld be ssnt to lvlB Forb6s bv larh Jutv.
Choqoos sholld be had€ payable to Heathor Sociery Conlersnc€ .

ANNUAI. GENERAL MEETING 1987
Th6 Annu.l G€noral M€eting ofihe H6atherSoci.rywill bo held during th6 Confor€nc€ st

H6dlow Coll6ge, Hadlow, N6.r Maidstone, K6nt, on Sondsy 6th Soot€hber.r9,15 a.m. Th€
Ag€nda for ihe m€oting as onclosed wnh rhi6 issue of the Bllletin,

MISS JOYCE BURFITT _ AN APPRECIATION
On EsstorSun&y, April 1grh, my d.srti€nd JoVc6 Aorfin died aftora sho.rti.atittness,
Tw.nty 6€v€n y€a6 ago, whilst planning myth6n n6w g.rden,lwas intoducad ro Joyce

boc.u .6  | ' tanc ied . tswh6a ih6 .5" .  Ov6r th6y€a6s incerh6.sh6b6c6m€ache ishedm€mbsr
of mytumily. Today Dy gard6n is a lovely rominderof ho.. .nd allshe so paliontly raughr ms.

Joyca hadcometothe Clarendon Rodd nu.s€ry ol ftxw€llA B6al€€arlyin the 1940's to
h€lp with rh6 warworkofgrowing lood, Even in ihose &rk &ys th6 nu66rywas allowed to
m.int.in il3 collection of h6ath6rstock plrnrs, snd sh€ began to h€tpwith thar- Shs srsyed on
aft€rrho wsr, workinq in both th€ nursory and the otfic€. She lsa.ned propaqationfom Esrher
Upfold, and, with H,E, Bs€1..6 h6r rulor beg6n 1o d6volop h6rgresr knowledg6 of cohiva6.
Sh6 assimildted somo ol his idoas on g6rd6n d6sign, dnd inde6d dosion6d oanycuslom€rs
gard€ne for th6 firm, She was involvod lor rheh in th6 oaking of ihe hoalhor saden st

She rcrned trom Maxwell & Besle in rh6 early 1960's, blt kept in conlactwith herfomer
colle.qu€s. many ol whom had h.aths6 ndmed aft€r them, In l95a rhe fnn introducod a
dusly naroon colour€d t .lre€, rhat she h€d lound and named it aft6r her. She also
introduced two little known cuhivaE of E .rrir.B -'Burlifi's Dwarf and'Egdon Hesrh'.



Afi€r h6r rsri16m€nt 6h. h€intainod herinterosr in h@lh€15,Sho w35 a Foond€r lvl€mb6rot
th6 H€srhsr society in 1963, In 1975 she was ons ofrho group ol m6mboB thlttormsd tho
Sourhwest locslsocrion otth6 Soci€ty and seldom missod a me€ting. Sh€wo!ld gladlvshar€
hsr encyclopr€dic knowl6dge, but was alw.y3 k66n to los,n mor.. lt was hor solt-iopos.d
dlty to ensuro thst he.ihors w6rd cor6ctly n.m€d, bul 5h6 .lwavs poiniod our 6rors wath
grear ch.rm 6nd couaosy.

ooring the pott Marwdll 6 Be€ls days sha rootod manv thoustnds of cuhings to. Jdck
Orake of Inshria.h NuF6ry. Avi€moro. She sl5o producod tho mosr equisil6 pf6$ed llower
work, whichfoond a readv m€rkd in CorfoCa5rl€ andturthorstisld in NariondlTrust6hops, Hor
work was also sold in Gorm.ny and America.

All her lil6 s h6 w.s oxtr€mely inl€resrsd in bo€ k66ping, 8nd judgod .t manv loc.l .hows
Onesumm€r6v6ning myhusbandsnd I will tako her as hes 6nd setter th6fi onrho h€.lh 3l

Arn€ wh6re she tolnd tho heaih€rrhat was namod aft6r hei Jovc€ willbo 3.dlv missdd bv6ll
h6rlri6nds tor h6r kindnoss snd hor i.ter€sr snd knowlodgo ot all lhings in nature.

vsl6rio &vi3.

Th6 Calluns wlgari3 heath€r .of€'onc€ colloction in Tho Granada ArboBtum,
Jodr€ll Bsnk Choshiro.
In r€c6nr y€a6 th€r6 h.s b€€n a growi.g awar€noss ol lh€ need to consBrue lh6 $.don
varieries olspocies ot herbaceous pl.nrs, shrubssnd t.eos which mightotheMis€ disappear
fiom commerce and, ultim€rslt lrom ourg.rd6ns, The outcome of a confor€nc€ hsld byThe
noyal Hodicultura I Socioty in 19781o dealwirh lhi5 problem 6nd the pres€tuation ol$rd€ns,
wss th€ formation of The Nalionsl Council lor rho consorystion ol Plsnis and Gardon.
{N.c.c,P,c,), Aciion has beon t6k6n by many inteEsled orglnisations and s f€w examplos ol
many tofer€nce coll6ctions that have been estdbli8hed €re: Lilacs (Brighton Parks Dept,),
'C€€norhG' (somerser Fsrm In5tirul6),'Old Ros.s (Narional Trust) 3nd on€ closo at hand it
the 'God€b€rry co lteciion in The University Exporihonral Groonds at Jodf6ll B.nk, In 1 97 9
Th€ Royal HorticllluralSociery, in collsborarion wirh Tho HesthorSocioty, dBcidedto 5€rup
national relerence coll6crion6 of the hsrdy healhor speci€s in 6 lsrqe area ot thoir wisley
carde.s. Ar abour the sane time, The Nonhe,n Horticulrur€l Soci6ty 3Or€ed to collaboEle
with Th€ H€arher Societv to est6blish rofer€nco coll€ctions ot culliv'ts ol Ca uno vulga,is,
Etica ca/nea and Ei.. x da,loy€rsts in th€irsardons 6t Harlow Car, The following y€ar plans
were made ro plant a collecr,o^ ot Calluna wlCtns.ullivaB intheArbor6tom. As long ago as
1973 Dr. n.A. Benron in$ made conlact with The H.€thor socisty bot al was not uniil 1980
that a close liaison was established, rosuhing in rhe abole menlioned decision ro plant our
Calluna vulgans collection- P.oprgrrion Bing malerial from autheniicaied plants, oi
approximately 170 cultivaB of signilicant merit and historicdl imponsnc€, in Th€ Hoarher
society's trials, was sbned snd d€spiro many sel-backs, planls of mosr ofth€ cukivars wsro
avaiiable to b€ planr€d in poshion doring the Spring of 1985. Jsck swrn allocated spaco
sdjoi^ing the Be,be.is stenopryl/a hedge nesrrorh€ hosrh6rgarden, and prepared four b6*.
Th€ soil, whieh had been check€dfor its ruitabiliryro sopportscid loving Ericacoous plsnls,
was deeply culrivaled by hand digging. A generous quanlity ofbarkfibro and p.stwas worked
iniorhe rop spit. Alas,lhe winterw6s disastrous. A h€rd ol cows broko intorhe Arborelum 3nd
strayed across thstwo large beds, rabbits uprootod a numborofplanrsby bunowing, snd many
succumbed to lhe sw6r6 weath€r condirions, saidro be the wo.st for 40 yeaB, lt is thoushr
that th6 very cold spel16 inrerspets€d with warmer periods and the 3b6€nc€ of a prol€crivo
snowcoverwar thsmajorc .useof  the f6 i lu reo f  manyp lan t8 iosuru iveunscathed Mosto l the
grps will b6 filled lrom lhe resede planrs h€ld in rh€ n!6ery,

As expected, w€ed srowth was considerable in the fiBt year wilh Polvsonun pe4ic..iz
(Red Shank) the wo6l ofiendsr, but regularandfrequenl hoeing has co.sid€rablyr€ducedrho
weed seed population in th€ surface layer olthe soil. Thi! y€arih€ mosr rroublesome w66ds
are Dandelion and Blnerc!p, The Dandelio. seedlings, which probably r€suh lrom wind
blown seeds, are particularlv difticuli to remov€ frch th€ h.ath€r planr roots when theirtap
roors have developod.



Fortonately rabbits do nor eat h66therloliage botthey b!now alonsside th€ pianrs, ollen
uprooting them. Probably rhey proler soil which hr! b€en loosened dlring plonlins ro rhe
consolid€t.d ar€as borwo€n the plants, To minimise this problem, short sti.ks have been
ins6rt6d in tho ground around and close to the plants in the hop€ rhat the .sbbits wilt be
inhabit6d iiom blrowing in rho a.ea conrsined by ihe sticks, There is evidonc€ that this s
provi.g to b6 suco€ssful,

CuhivaB with brcadly simil6rtealures a16 group6d tossth6r, en.bling direct comparisons
to b€ m3d€ one with 6nothei The l6rg6st bed holds rh€ whil. flowering and coloured loliage
cohiv36. Th€ noxr lsrg.st bod has tho coloorod llowo ng cuhivaG with tho "doubles"
segregated from the "sinol63". Asmall€r bed hold! the low growino coltava6 la ll colou6l and
rher. is E small rriangular bed in which th6 silve. foli€ssd cuhivsrs a.e planted.

Ths pl3nlssr€ spacad approximately4S cm apan. Th6ywillbo lishdyrrimhed each Vea o
pr6vonr long oxrsnsion growrh dnd encr@chment on each olhe.,

Old cultivs rc and recent infioductiotu o, me con6titurethecollectionandhishop6dthar
mor6 5p.ce will be allocated to rhe proiect so rhatrh€r€ willbe room lorthe addition olfutu.e

W6, at ihe Aboretum togoth.r wnh our Nonheh Borticuhural Society coll€asues, rake
prids in having 66iabliEhed thefi6r nationalH€arherrslorenca Collecrions, more are iotottow
Thor6 is lo b€ one in The Saville Gardons ar Windso. fof which John Bond is makins
propararions, one 6t Plvhourh which is to b6 set up by tho Parks O6pt, and, ol6ouBe, the
comprehensive collection b6inq pldnned by the R,fl.S, for their Wisl6y Gardens.

116i6 a'ticle on C.lluaa vulgari has been contributed by i,li A, Julian).

GROUP NEWS.
NORTHEAST INEWCASTLEI

Al a r€cenl committ6e meeling h was agreed thallhis Groupwould lake p3.t in a Gardon
Week€ndat  Ourham Col lego o f  Hon icu l tu re  a t  Hougha l lon  Sunday 17 th  Mayf rom2.5  p .m. ,  ro
wh ich  a l lmembers  are  cord ia l l y  inv i ted ,  The var ious  t rade and soc ie rysrands  wh ich  suppor t
th is6ven ishou ldproveofn teres t romembers ,OurH6arherSoc ie tys ta .dwi lbes la f iedbys ix
hemb.rs to ofie. assistance and informalion, and will no doubr enlist 5om€ new members.

Our H€ather Show will once aOain lake place by kind invitationa oi our members Mf and
lVlB O. Goodchild at66 Daiias Ro6d, Po.teland, on Sunday2Tth September. F!llderails and
schsdul€s will b€ postod to all our m€mb€6 in du8 course.

By kind invitarion we ale ro visit the very piciuresqle large garden at lhe hom6 ol our
members Mr& lvlrs D, Plumridge at Bose Cottage. CastLeside, Conserr, {siluated% mile alons
the  foad to  S t8nhope,  opposne to  th€ church  yad)on Sat ! rday  18 th  Ju ly l rom 2 ,30  p ,m.  h  i s
hop6d this tunction wiil be well supporred. Intoroslod l. onds wlll also be made we come.

The next indoor meeling will be held on Monday 1gth Ociober in the |\4elhodisl Chu.ch
Hal l ,Ponte landatT ! .m.Thswi l l take the tomofabus inesssess ionands de  i lus t ra ted ta lk
by one of our m€mb€rs covoring various f€aru.es of herrh€r growing.

Svd Courtnev

MIDLANDS (BIRMINGHAM)
Th6 Group's November'86 me6ting rook thetom ol a heathef qu z, to lowed by a shon

r€pon and at€wslides olihe 1986 HeaiherSociety Conf616nce. Having plo!shed manfully(or
6rhor 'woma nfully lhrough th€ quiz, Mary Hannet emer0ed as clearwinner, whh Leonard
HemminO.2nd,  and FayYard ley ,3rd ,  hwas a t rh is  €xc i t ins  po  nr tha t  l found lh6d lo rqo f ien  to
bring the prizes. flowever lmosr h.ve beenlorgiven becauselhere was a maru€liolsruhour
fo r rhe  ner r  m€er ing  on  March  6 th ,  fo ra  shor t f i lm and a  heathercompel i t  on .  On th  s  dare  rh6
winter llowering hearheG wer€ almost ar rh€n peak io. us in the Midlands and thsre w€f€
sbour 50 entri€s lorlhd comp€rition spraad among the 5 cl6sses, As il happened ws w€fe
v€rylonunale because the day afterrhe moetinq 6 inches oi snow blankened the Midl6nds
and therewasn l  a  hea lher to  be  seen!  Formany members  rh iswas a  ra re  oppor tun i l y to take



GBOUP NEWS Cont .
Dart in a h€ather competition, inrerest was very keon and rhe stsndard rom6lkablv high'

ln lhe sbsence ofvases, €ntri€s w€r€ sii€nged in circulsr blocks ol 'Oasis' and thi6 was a
ch6aD comoromiso which workdd w6ll, Tho rosuh! in the 5 ctass6s wore:

Clsss 1 Ahf E. cr.,6, l David nadlev; 2nd Marv Hamn6! 3rd John O€€rn
Class 2 Anf heather hvbtid 1st Ae(v Bishop' 2nd Phil Ysl6s; 3rd David Fadlev
Closs 3 Any heathet to be itdg,.l lorfoliage effect. 1sr; 2n4 3rd Davld Radlev
ctass 4. A ftee Heathet in floler Evelvn I Bernard skeli-
ctass 5, an a@hgenent ol hdrrre^ ,n , brslet 1 st Bosemarv Badlevj 2 nd M'ry H€mner;

3rd BetV Sishop
Th6 1s l  p r iz6  w inn€r  in  each c lass  won a  mof l ' va luab le '  Easr6r  Egg

w€ ;lso showed a shod cine film le.l lo us bv Mr Hardwick of N6wick in Sustox'
Pan of this unique fitm, rakon about 25 v6aF ago, shows Mr Hs'dwicks lov€lv ga'de' 8nd
nu6ery, with thousands of hearhe6 planled oul in rows ih lho opon ground' as was u6uar ar
thar tim€. The remainder ofth€ iilm is olJohn Lerts'nurse'v and garden al Windl€sham in it6
heyday. Although not much mor. than lO minutes in lenglh lhis film is a re6lpiece of hi6torv'
Aner rc  manvy ;a ts  i r  i s  bocon ing  ra th€rb r in l€and eas i l vbrek€n bu l  l v r  Hardwiok  hask ind lv
allowed us to hav€ a video msdo from rhe lilm which w6 can keep and itcan then b€ show' to

interest€d mem b6rs whhout &nagi.s the original We 6 'e indebled io Mr John Hatton' who
has a photographic busin€ss in Bnmingham tor olfering 1o have rhe vid6o mado tor us'

The nerr meeting is our annua! social €voning to be held lhis vsar at 6 p m on saturdav
June 6th 6t Wintelboorn€ We 3te alwavs pleas6d to see members tiom othor arees but
ev€ryone who com€s is ask6d to bnng somelhing towsrds the cold sJpper'

ior your disry: The Grcup wilr visil Ness sard6ns on Saturdsv Augusl 22nd (m€6t at th€

v is i to6 '  con t re  a t  l  l  6  m )  P leasecon lao tmsbvrheendo lJu lv i fvou  in tond comingand i fvou
need lranspon Tel: O8a5 a2206, 

Daphne Ever6n.

SOUTHEBN.
Th€ Spring issue ofth€ Aulletin arived onlv4 davs beforo oorplanned spring gatheing ot

which itsave norice. After discussion with the Chsnman, itwasiehtoo shona period ofnonce
to exoeci a substantial responseirom membership Thanks a.o extended to thel€wwho did
make conrac t .  Thevwerero ldon inqu i ry  tha t  the  Apr i l  m66r ing  has  necessar i l v  be€n
canc6lled and 6sk€d ro note thal a meoting would be held on Sundav2nd Algusl atrhe same
ven!e  12  R ing l€y  Park  Avefue ,  Be iga l€ (T€l :48211)commenc ing  2  30  p  m to l lowod bv  lea
hop€fully in ths garden.

Thos6 who lind th€mselves unable to anend on this dsts nav ca.e to send m€ a st'mped
addressed envs lope inwh ich  lw i l lenc lose  de ts i l so fwhen fu r thergroup m66r inss  w i l l  b€
he ld  in  rhe  au tumn,  and in  the  sp f ins  o l1988

Jock vick€rv

SOUTHWEST.
A w6t and windv day greeled us at Lt'rcheft Malravers on April4th ior ourii6r meonng ot

the y6ar. Diane Jones gave us a lalk with slides enrhled "Cr€aiins a Healher Garden on
alkaiine Soil'. With the €xcel enr s ides Ois.e d€scribed how she and her husband Eert
developed their gard€n ai West Camel. The v€rv infomatlve talk was concLuded bv Diane
answering a barsg6 ol questlons whi6h conrin!ed iniormallv lh rough ou''effeshm€nls The
twoc lass iab le  Showwas w€l l suppor led  bv  lO exh ibhors  in rhe f i rs tc lass  and 5  in thesecond
class. The results are 3s follows :'

Class 1 A vase or bowl ol healher in bloom
1srDaneJones;2ndv3 l  Dav is ;3 rd  Henry  Pr ing le j  HC Daphne Magrn€ss-

C ass 2 A vase of bowl oi heathers shown for foliage etrecr'
1st Val Davisj 2nd Daphne Masinest 3rd Henry Pring e) H C John Tudell

Most Poinls in ihe Show: Va Davis.



GBOUP NEws cont.
Myrhanks go to V.l Davis and MB JoynerSnrtor seryinq the refreshments and tolhose

mombors who providBd cak6, Joyc6 Burfitt dlthough v6ry illar rh€ rim€ was 3bl€to provid€
p,ep8.aiory h€lp 3s 6h€ rlways had done lor that moering, Sadly, onlv 2 w€€ks alr6r this
m6€ring, on EasrsrSunday 1gth April, Joyc6 Burfittdiod in Pool6 hosphal, Wo hale alllosl a
v.ry d6ar fri6nd and shs will be g.estly miss€d,

R6port5 olour May and Jun€ m€etings wallbo in rhe Autumn Bullelin, as willthat of tho
fin.lhostins ofrhis ysa. arranged lor Sat!rday Augusr 22nd. This willbe a two gardon vi6ir
n6ar Southamplon, M€mbe.6 ar6 invited to bring picnic lunchee (.nd g8d€i chans) from
12,30 p.m. to Bill & Joan Vicavs gard€n at Foxhills, Asho6l, and th6n move on to my ga.d6n
ai 84 Kinross Road. Aushinglon,

Blll and Joan Vicary's home may be r6ach6d by driving from Lyndhu6t to Southdmpron
alons rhe A 35 lnd tuming 16ft into Whartons Lane just bofor€ the dlal cariageway; or by
lurning gh onro the A 326lrom th€ A336 Cadnum lo Totton noad and then turninO right at
ihe s€cond roundabout into Knelle6 Lan6. foxhil16 conn6crs whartons Lrne with Kn6l166
L€n6. To G6ch my s€rden lrom the A 35 Lyndhurst ro Soulhampton .oad, rurn 16fi inro
Rushington Av.nuo from th6 doal cariaqew.y imm6diat6ly aher lhe roundabour whh the A
326forFawley, Kinrcss Roadis on the righioftRoshi.gtonAv€nue. D6railed inslructionsmay
be request6d by lending o S.AE. io ne.

Fo,you. diary: Otrlisl meering in 1 988 will be on Saturday March 26lh at Dian e 6 aen Jones
home ai w6si Cam€l ne.r Yeovil.

I shall look lodard ro mo€rino m6mbe6 at rh6 August meoting. 
phit Jovner.

SCRAP BOWI - Titbits of news lrom membe€.

''Save the SoCs Cahpaign" Th6 lrish P8arland Consedation Council is a chairsble orqan-
issrion.srablishsd in 1986 to promote public awar.n€es oirh€ plighr ol lroland s rapidiy dis-
appearang poat bogs. lt is iheLvisw thar t uniqu€ opportunily 6xisls to consetu6 some oflhe
linest 6xamples ot p€arl.nd$ l€ft in wesrern Europe. A6 part ollheir diverse programme or
activities th€y hsv€ lathchsd a "Save th6 Bogs CamFign" 3pp€3|lund. Dnecr acrion ofthis
kind is howurgendy n6oded and this will d€honstr6blv r6tlocrlheveryfeal concern ofconseF
wrionasrs borh here 6nd abr@d. A nuhber ol narura I h istory and conserydtion orga.isations
hsve giventheirsyhparh€ric suppon, including the lrish wildbi.d Cons€ryancy Newslett€r, an
Tai6c€, The kish Biogeographical Society, the Har6, ihe Botanical Socioryofths Brnish lsles,
Glasra otc, Thsse organasations h!v6 llso cncular€d rh€ app€al leaflel freo of charge,

My favouite H.athen rhis is suroly a quostion to which the on.wsr isile€ring. Myfavourite
heath.. is rhe one which is giving sp€ci8l ploasuro ar thal momont, ls it in the spring when
Calluha vubans'Ft6d J. Chsppl. whh irs coral tips or Erda./eyersls Arthur Johnso.' wih
c16amr ips ,  o r is  i t  i ' , :ummorwh€n rhe  newqrowlh  o f lo l i sge  hor rh€rs  i s tu l l yco lo ! r€d? Or is  i l
wh6n autumn comes and th€ laroo b6lls of tuboecis glow behind a .oaling of dew? On a
bl6s k wint6"s day. whon a slEh of lighl h ii6 6 so lil.ry planr ol Calluna vulgans Cuprca siled
so rhat it is ih tull view trom your favourit€ amchan, is it rh is7 May a ll mt othe I healhers forg ive
ns il I plunlot E, \da eyenslb'Arthu. Johnson'? Forme it has the lo ngest floweri.g s€son
throlgh rhe dull.6t monrhs - a solid m.ss of colour6 feel by 5 feet.,And romemb€r - rs the
f lowe,s lsde,  rh€ dp  o f  everyshootw i l lg iv€ a  second " f lower ing" .  Th is  t imo i tw i l lb€ c .eam!

Alan Duncan, Zone 9,

'carefu y MaDaged bunihg of upland Heath, Burning 6an6qement i3 caiiied out in wintor
when repiiles aro hibornaring, groond-nesting bnd! aB not at isk, and thoro aro few
inven€brar€s in rhs he.rh.rcanopy, lf carefully controlled, thefn6 willnor stfecr rhe deeper
layors ol litterandsoil. Moss and linerare eftective insulators, Although a4O"c is m6asured in

5



SCRAP BOWL Cont.
t h€c a n o p y , i l i s o n l y 6 5 ' 1 c m b s l o w t h e s u r f a c e a n d n o c t u n g o i 3 f s c o r d€d a r 4 c m . S o m o
inv6rtebr.t6s will osrish bul r6!tiles should bo unafiocied.

The b6r6 sround introdlced by burning i5 . v.luable habir.r io many insecis, e.p€cislly
iarr-novingpr€daloryspide.s6ndb€6tl€s.Ths€nsuingyoongho.th€rshootsd.6nurraliouslo
s6vsral he|bivorous 6p€ci€5. Bnds, including golden ploverin tho uplands .nd woodlart in rho
lowls.ds, f6voun shon sward for b,eoding, and. v€lu.bl€ div€rsiry is introdoc.d inlo thd

Accid.fial summer fir65 which burn d€oply caus6vorygreEi &mag6 to lh€ dnim6l lilo 6nd
rh. h.arhsrrootsrocks andeoods. P! lpos6lu I burning helps minini6€lho riskofaccidonr3lliro
by redlcing the combustible malerisl."

{This item was a rsply by Kathorin6 Ho.h, A5.i.tanr Advi.€r on Consstosrion to The
Narionsl Trusr, lollowing a lettsr dpressing concoh abouirh€ plighr o, isptile lif€ on uplsnd
hearhs which ar6 roollarly bumed. Pub, in the Spring 19a7 issuo of the Nslio.al Trust

Aook lor Sale. I ha!6 a book'w.itten by Fred J. Chapplo snd signed by him 6ntiil6d "The

Hearh€r Gard€n , h is in perf€ct condition including lh6 jackdt, l! 3 memberwould c€ro ro
nsk6 n. .n ofier for it, Dlea5. conbct m€: M6. l,L Pordom, c/o [,lis Chandlor, W.€ld H€ll.
Weald Hrll t!ne, Tho.nwood, Epping. Esser.

corre.rlo, In rh6 Sprins Bull6lin {vol,3 No,20)p.5. tho@w€s an unlorlunato print6f s 6rrcrin
ths fi6t it6m of th. Scrap Bowl. ?srdgrap6h 2 ol "Hsathers in Sonov" should read :

"Som€ clhivars ol E, tet.alix llowead 6xc.ptionally e8rly - 6ven in Apil - whil6
Oaboecio cantabicswason rver.go a month lare, On6 f6sull otlhi6waerhat'Ch6rl6s Nolson
in som€ cases omitt.d the fir.tnlsh olsingle tloweB, andwh€n n staded to flowerattho end
ol June prodoc€d doubl6 flow66 snaighr away.

Heathet on the Move, Wh e n Joa. and I rnst joined the Healher Soc iett we liled in a cohe. ot
cheam, Sutrey, which had once romed p€rtolthe Nonsuch Pdlk. W6 hdd sained ou.love ot
heatheB du.ing € visitro Wislev but our int€rost dov€loped in m.ny r happy tour olthe Vslloy
Grrdens of Windsor Gr6at Park. Olr first acquainrance wnh i€llow m€mb66 was at
Aletchworth one cold Sundav aftehoon wh6n ourChainan showed som6 olhis lal6sl slides.
Bofore rhe summer devoloped thai year however, w6 w6re on the move to Formby,

Formby t!ned out to be a hoarh€r fanci€r's d.$m, For thos6 whose g€ography of ihe
North We6t i6 now a lifils hazy, I should add that Fomby, oncs € lishing village, is now a
commuterrown seding Liverpool, The climale is mild, rhouoh slrong winds blow oif th.6ea in
wint€r Pilotsilying inlolhe loGl airfield speak olthe "Formby Hole'a characeristic br6ak in
the clouds ovet Fo.nby poinr. This probably helps explain the generous shdre of sun6hine
which the residenr.€njoy. in a rogion orhemiso w€ll kn own tor its hiqh rainlall. The soilis light
rnd there is sand one spit down. A local carpenter came one day to do a job for me and I
cont ided my concan lo r  the  founda l ions  o f  our  bunga low bu i l t  on  sand,  " lhe lped bu i ld  these
houses", he said "and you have nothing loworry about. Con6olidated sd.d provides the be6t
ioundation aftersoljd rock . 45 somethlng of a Eible tancier as well, I could only comment''Vou co!ld have looled m€.

Ssnd and p€at mad€ for good hearher growing, The tir$ ownor of our blngalow had
imponed som6 top soil which was broadly neutral and h6lp6d balance rhe strongly acid
subsftaium ofsand. We had no difllculry in gefling e pH ofaround 5.9'0.0. Anothorplus point
for Formby is provid€d by a sp€cialisr suppli6r of peal n6ar Southpon. The chading and
ob l ig ing  prop ie to rs  cou ld  supp ly  any  k ind  o fpea lone cou ldwish for  jnc lod ing  pear  b locks ,
at discouni p!ic6s, Ju ask - by telephone please - and your order would be on your
doo6tep the nexr day. Sometimes on the same da,,

We h6dnorbeen ivins in Formbv lonswh€n wew€r€ look€d up bv Bob Pickoring andrhus
6



SCRAP BOWI Cont.

stan€d a happyfriendshiptharsri conlinuesthough ar a disranc6. Weosed ro neet, gens.olty
witho!rmuch jfanyprior.16ngomenr, abouttwics a mo.th, No: intrsqueniyhowoutd drcp in
6rcund noon o. a Ssturday, orw€ would catton hin. We'd yorn for! white ov.r. gtass of r6d
win6, and rh€n pok6 arcund among rhe h€aiheG fors bit. Occssion. ywe woutd hav6 a m€ol
rogeih6r, Our.ppreachro hsarhorgrowing i5 id.ntic.t. For us itissimpty, butmosrsnjoyabty,a
hobby. Itthings qo wrong it doesn'r manorand ifthoy go righr, as occ.siona ylhoy do. we
havo much to crewabooi Aob us€6s6dg8 p6alexctlsivetywhite toso moss p.aitorproparang
b€ds.nd  b lsc r .edge pe€r  fo rdr6ss i .g  rhom,  H i r  hss thors r rave  rogrow in  s r ra rgh t  r rnesand
like it, whil€, perhaps pr€6uming on my rrther haphszsrd .ature, hine protty wolt pt€6se

aobwas k66nrooncourag€ a tocstgreopofrheSocioty.ndJo€n and twor6wi ing ro h6tp.
His idsE wa5 ro fostsr som6whst mors gen6ra y rho sort of €asy infordal tri€ndshiD and co_
operalion lh€r rh6 rh.6e of us 6njoy6d. Joan and I wor6 pnvitoged lo hosl tho insuguEl
m€.tang ofrh€ Formby G,oup in our home, ttwoutd suroty b€ invidious ro oention individual
momb€B wo msr th6n .nd sub8€quentty, bur w6 Emembor rh€m a wirh gre6t pte€sur€.
Thoso pl€asuEs we.6 not to tas! ar.ny r6to, not in the Fombyhoutd, becausehy employ66
s.id rhst they wsnt€d m€ bsck in London, So ond€d two happy yea6,

Looking foi proporty in the L.ndon 5uburbs thes6 days i6 no ptessure, twas akeadywol
aw8r . lh3 t rhe  Hom€ counr ies .16  wo l l favourod w i th  chatk  b l t  thoped tha i  w6 h ishr  a t  teas l
nnd a pocketof ldnd suitabl. for growinq'the chosen w6ed', pameta L.e.uggested in 6 t€trer
iha t  l shou ld  consuh a  geo log ica lmap,  wh ich  6 f te rsoms ta ts6  s ta r ts  td id ,  a r rhe  ceotog ica l
Mus6um, Kensingron. However, othorconsrrsints d6cidedth6 issuesndwes6nt.don a rerurn

Bur rhi8 tim€, we w6r6 ablo ro check the soit condirions betore w€ got there - on our
goological m!p, W6 discovorod rhst we would be gsrdening on a srraluh known as Thaner
B6ds, claywiih p€bbles mixed in. Und€rlying this is rhedresded chatk, so nuch in evid6nce on
no6rby Eosom Downs.

We e!€ntually retutned to Choam lastJun€ and iound th.re rh6 clay, the pebbt€s.nd a pH
of6,SlWhercverw€ t6sr€d rh€ pH ii is onitomty 6.5 even in th€ frontsarde. where rh€ sDade
tums up nodules of chalk amid bu.ied boild€r's.ubble, lwas cohforred bV a scignisr
acquaintanc€ of mine who tells m6rhsi in placeswhoro ths pB is too tow,h is qoit. difficuh ro
bring h up just by applying chalk, In a naturstty scid soit. the tumps of chatk sei 6 skin.
Obvaously rh€r€ i6 hop€ y6i.

Inrh6 meanrimew€ aro wairi.gforourroor€d cuttingsio grow, While in Formby, tdid hrve
a go at propagation and ny r$ulis were a good d€alpatchierthanlh6 spt.ndid porfomanc€
which P6terVickers d.monsrrar€d at l6slyear's Conlersnce. Neverthe-t€ss, we were abt6to
br ingwi thusabour60p lan ts inpo:sandanotherTO-aOin tay6 .  Enoughtomak€anewsts r t .
W€ are still looking loMard to s6eingon6 olourowntree healhe6 qrowio 12 inch6s bur, who
knows, perhsps in olr n6w hom€ we shallat last €njoy 5. estsbtished h6aiher gsfden torlhe

Joan 6  A i len  Ha l l ,  Zone 11 .



DIARY OF EVENTS

Jul, 3/5th Solihampton Show - Soulh w6st Group Hosthot Soci€lv Stand
J;. iSth Northosst (N6wca3tl6)' Gaddn visii lo Co'36tt'sao Group N€w3'
A!o, 2nd South6m Group _ G.rd.n vbt al R6'g6te - S'€ Grcup N'ws
r,,i rlrh COIJNCIL MEETING ' F.H.S H.lls, Wg3rmhBtcr'
a,I- r rnZtr' LH.S Sumner Ftow€r Show A H€.rher Comp6lil'ons R H S H6llE '

wesiminsroi
auo. 22nd Midlands (Bin'nghsml ' Gsftl€n Vi3h lo Nsss Sss Group Now'
a;; 22nd Southw6sl ' Two sard€n visits n€sr Sourhsmpro' - S€s Grcup N'ws
seit 4/7th aNNUAL coNFEFENcE ar Hadlow coll6s€, Nr' M8'dstone Kent
S6ot. Oth ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING "

a;;" lTth NonhoaEr {Newcasrl€) Grcup H'srh€r show- s€e Group N6w3
Sepr. 2oth CLOSING DATE lor m.r6ri!l lor tha Autumn Eulietin
o;i. 19th North6asl {Nowcsstlol lrlustEt6d talk 't Pontelsnd - seo Greup Nows'
N;". 2tth Midlands {Biminshaml lalk bv Mls Ruth H'vd6n "Mary D6lanv lTOo_

lTSa at Wintorbourna

1988 Mai 2orh Sourhwost Group'visit to qi6c' Cou't wsst C'm6l' Ni Yeovil Somets6t'
Dstail6 in autumn Bull'tin'

l g87 Mav 23.d to Octube, 'Crr An Exhibnion lvltnchestor & ns Park6 l a46 ' 1 986"
.t Wvhonshawo Hdll, Norlhond6n' M€nch€ster 23
[ ' !on;av '  sgtudsY (nol  Tu€sdsv)  lo '  m -6pm'sun&v2-
6 P m. Admission lr€o'
Furthet informarion lrom clste L'timer' lvlancho'lor Citv Art
G6ltorY, lvto5l6v St,l/snchdster lvl2 3JL


