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This is5ue orthe B(llelin is my36th, and sadlythe lasl one lshall edil{forthelime beins al
least)due to prsssuro of wo,lc lt is 12 years now since t.ccepted rhe job and ir has proved to
be very interesting and enjoyablo. This Socievs srer srr6nqrh is the iiiendtiness ot h!
membe6 and rhsn willingness to shars th6 knowtedge they hav6 acquir.d. Nsturaly this
b.gins atrhe locallevelwh6r€ membeF gatherin a sard.h, ormee:somewhere for a r.tkwirh
slides. As mshb66 o(Belves. we hav€ lsarn€d.o much in the 20 orso v€.6 since we ioined
lho SocE knowing absolut6lV nothing aboul h€aih6B.

Th6 throe issues oftho Bulletin each ys6. rnd ourYear Book also pray their pan in sharins
knowledqe. This do€s of cou6e mean thar members have to contribute it€ms ot inleresl
wh ich  we @n a l l readanden joy .  So lmsk€ a  p leaon beha l io iournew Ed i to rOaphne Everen
for yolr conrributions large or small, Daphnes sddress is: Greenacr€s NuFery, S ngsty,
Worcester, WA6 5TA"

Finally, I mosl say'Thankyou lo tho6€ hembeB who hav€ contributed hems jor the
Bulletins durins mvrerm as Editor, some on a.esular b.sis 6nd some at shorrnotice ir thave
been shor to l  mater ia l .  Now once asa in ,  lwa l lbeab le  to  g ree t  rhe  ar i i vs to f the  Sut te r in  w i rh
anlicipalion and plsasuro, nor knowing its conr€nts!

D iane Jones

19A9 YEAB BOOK
Th€ Editorapologises ior a turthord.lay in publishins this y6r/s Year Aook. Tho combina,

rion olheavy businBss commirments and illnoss i. rhe NewYearhave conspired against him,
dnd d€spar .h  w i l l  now be w i rh  lhF  AJ iumn au l le l in

ANNUAL GENEBAL MEETING
The Annual General M€eling oi the Hoarh.r Sociev witt be h6ld durina ihe Annual

Conl€renco rt T.evelyan College, Durhsm Universiry on Sundav 3rd September at9.l5 a.m.
The Agenda for rho me6ring is enclosed wnh rhis issue oi the Butt6tih.

1gth ANNUAL CONFEFEI\ICE, 1.t-4th Soptomb6r 1949
AT TREVETYAN COILEGE, DURHAM UNIVERSITY,

De13ils olthis yea/s Co.ference w€re publish6d in the Sprins Buttetin togetherwith the
charges and rhe outline progmmme.

Two additionalitems olihlormarion on rhe programme have now been confirmed. The rirst
is rh.tlhe speakeron Satulday morning, Mr Simon Mailer, is rhe ti6t recipienl of the Be s
National Heather Schola.shjp srudying/working at Ha ow C6r cardens. Th€ s€cond is thar
Dinner on Saturday evening will be precedod bv whisky taslins by co!nesv of Arthur B€tl

The fullf6€sforrhe Conference should be sent lo the O.saniser Dorothy Warnsr noi tater
than Jul! 15th, wnh ch€ques made payable 10 "H€arher Society Conferehce". It vou int€nd
bookins iorrh6 Conrerence and have nor y€t done so, please send a cheque ior€2.00 as a
bookinglee tor M6 Dorothy Warner "Lhtlecrofi", 

Ponteland, Nowcssie.on-.Tv.e, NE2O
9BO



ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOcIETY'S SHOw,  FEBnUARY 21s t  and 22nd,  1949
comp€tition for ornamentsl PlanB nom rtu opon

The €n : l ies  in  rh€  Hea lherC lass€swere  a  Inde d isappo in l ing  w i thon lv f i ve€xh ib i lo rs ,  rwo

ol whom wero members ofthe Heather Socielv However' rhanks10th€ lavourabl€ weather

which w€ had been havins. there was a coloudul disprav

Cl "ss  5 .  A  
- 'ee  Hear r  r l  b  oor  one vase 2  en l ' ies

lst Mai. Gen. rnd Mrs. P.G.IrtDin Erica tutitanica
2nd Mrs. B, Kfson E ca ausnalis,

class 6, A Healh or Heather. in bloon, one pltnr' No Entries

Class 7. A Heath or Hearhsr orher than those eligible ror Class 5. in bloom, one vase/

1sr Maj. Gen. and Mrs PG Turpin Er dtrleverrA Silb€rschmelze'
2nd Mai. Gen, and Mrs. P.G- In$in E x dadevensis 

'Arthur Johnson
3rd  Maj .  Gen. .nd  Mrs  PG Turp in  E  ca . re r 'Mvr€ toun Ruby '

Oass a. A Healh or Healher shown lor loliage efiecr, one vase or bowl 6 entios
lsr Mai. Gen. and Mrs P G Turpin E etisena Golden radi
2nd Maj. Gen. snd Mrs P G Turpin Caluna rulgatis FndV
3rd M6i. Gen. and Mrs. CG rwpi. Caluna vulsa./s'Silver Knight

THE FIRST SPECTALIST SOCIETIES CONFENENCE
(A report lrom the a H S Newslerter number 2a )

Afierlastyea/ssucc6ssfulconferenceforAftiliatedsocieties rh 6 tilsl specialisl soci6riss
Conrer€ncewas aranged,  and h6 ld  a t  Wis ley  on  Saturd .y  1  5 rh  Oc lober lgaA l tw tssubt i t !ed
"Encouragement or co-operalion beMeen rh€ FHS and Specialisr Sociori€s.

The openins address was giv6n by Fobin Helben, Pr€sidenr olthe AHS, who welcom€d
repres€ntalives irom ov6f 40 socielies. He paid rriburs to the work doh€ bv th€ Affiliated
Sociel es Consultalrve Committee undsr M6 Carolyn Hardv in inilialing lhis Conr€rence the
purpose ot which was ro provide an opportunity tor specialist societies to lear. from each
other's erper€nces and also ror the FHS lo lean rrom th€ specialisl societies The role ot
spec alisl socielies was ol considerable importance in advancing an inrerest In gardenr.9,

both in encourasins srowers of specia planrs io grow a w dervariety and also int.oducing
gene16l gadeners lo speciiic plant familles The Society welcomed the suppon given bV

membe6 of soecialist socielies ro BHS Shows and ro rhe tfials al Wislev
Several of these subr6cts werc discussed dutins the morning session, chaned bv Chris

sr ckel . Membe6 ol RHS stan 6nd lhose of rwo specislist soci€ties led discussions on

soec ia  i s tsoc ie tv  shows,  pub l i c i t y ,  con ferences  and.e la ted  occas ions . l  ws levand V incen l
Sauare ,  and rhes . le  o fspec ia l i s tsoc ie ry l i te ra tu re th ro !gh  RHS Ente@r ises  in  the  ahernoon

sess ionwi lh  M.s  Hardy  in  thechan,  thed iscuss ion  inc luded re la l ionsh ips  b . lween speca l l i s l
societies, provision ol iniormalion on specialisr leclurerc and iudses, inrernanonal and

nalion6l registfalion oi cullivar names, and the encourageme ot young Cardoners
ln hissummaryofth€ dav's eve.ts, Mr Hefbertsaid lhal hewas certain lhatlhe memb€rs ol

th€  Counc i land o f  FHS s ta t t  l resen l  had der ived  enormous benef  i t rom the  d i6 losue tha t  had

He was partrculany pleased al rh€ posnive atitude or the specialist socieiies lowards

workinq with the RHS roflh€ sood oi honicullure. Support had been expressed forshows in

London and at wisley, ahhough lacilities ai Wisley had some shoncomings Ha remlnded

de eqates lhatthe Societv does at present abso|b pan oi the expenses lorexhibits atshows,
and sa d rhat n would continue to do so. In the iuture rhere miqht be scope tor organisin0
nat  onaL spec ia l i s t  soc ie ry  shows a t  the  FHs member  cent res  tha t  were  bernq deve loped

The suggesr ion  iha t  w is l€y  w th  we l l  over  ha l f  a  mi l l ion  v isno6 t  v€ar  cou ld  be  a  use fu l

iocus  fo r  pub l i c i t v  io r  spec ia l i s l  socre l ies  wou ld  h€  cons ldered funhef  Mr  Herber t  aso



w€rcomedth6 idea tom the  Nat ionatSweet  p6a Soc ie ty  o rwork ins  w i ih  sp6cra ts rsoc  e i ies ro
organrse 6 week oi special events.

On thc aftenoon session, Mr Herbert .tso re r rh6i there was rea i.terest in promol ng
jo in rshows.  bo th  be lwe6n the  Soc ie r ies  rhehsetvesandwi th  the  FHS. ,  Hewonder€dwhethe;
lhere would be suppod for a show by a substantiat numb6r of soci€ties, fiaybe ar the nexr
Garden Festiv6l ai Gareshead,

Mr Herbed said ihatirom discussions at both sessions ir was apparenl rh6t rhere w6s a
need lor a clearing house for nfomal on about speciatisl societies. tMuch as rhe RHS frioht
wa l r  ro  he lp  w Lr  rh 's .  l s  r€qo! ' ces  w. re , , - i led .  sno  v r  re ,ben sJgqes led  dr  t lb  r rg r :bp
an area where voluntary help coutd be rhe soturion

The d iscuss ion  on  youns  sardeners  and the t r  n6eds  had been most  s i imuta t  ng ,  sa id  Mr
Htrbert, a.d mmh more rhought n6eded io be qiven to how the societies might ;couEse
them. Therewas much more io do in ihprovihg conr6c$ in Eurcpe, and ihe RH6 was rcadv;o
qive ahy help t could in this area

Aiter such an imporrani d.y, sa d Mr Herbert, the next step w.s to hake avaiiabte a futl
report ot the days discussions, and then Mrs Ha.dy,s Aftitiared Socielies Commnree would
meel and preFf€ a tisl oi priorities,

h  c los ing  the  to rm! tpar to i ihe  day ,  Mr  f le rb€r r lhank€d the  de tega les  fo r rhe  encoura0 ing
dnd (onsr ru .nve  manne '  in  whrh  ln€v  hao appJod.hed rh"  o , *ussrors ,  whrh  hd ;
.on lnbu iEd so  much to  rhe  success  or  lhe  dav .
lour Sec,etary Paneta Lee, aften.ted this contetehce as the Heethet Society,s

GROUP NEWS

I\IORTHEAST (N EWCASTLEI
rhe Erica camea \atilies have never tooked so ovety as lhey hav€ thts winrer due, no

doubr .  ro  the  akemety  m ' td  condrnons  we t -6ve  p \p€nence. .  I ,ossom and hedgerows were
rur ry  ou l  In  ea ' l y  February ,  wh,ch  is  a t  teas l  6 -8  week\  ear t .e r  -an  nohdt  ou i  were  a  ,ov

Two dates, which watt have passed belore you re.d th s b! etin, are Sarurday Msy 131h,
our outins 10 Edinburgh Boranic Gardens, notitied in the Spring Buletin, and S;nda;, May14rh ,  when w6 ha le  asa in  been invhed io  have a  s tand a t rhe  -Ga.den 

Op€n DaV, ,a t  Ho;shat ;
lhe Durham Co lege ot Horticulture.

On Sund.y, July gth ar 2.0O p.m. olr members, David and Mary Foberts. are kindy
openrng then garden to  rhe  pubt ic  in  a id  o f th6  Bed Cross . Ihe i r  home is  a l  M idd te  Hotdrng .
Ogle, which is approxihatety4 mit€s N.W. ol ponretand, and a membere a@ invned. h is;
delighttul garden and wett wonh a visn.

Ihe hishlighr ot our year is the lgth Annust Cont€rence al Ourham Unive6ily lderaitsea ' l i€ r  in  r l - i s  But te r in l  when wo hooe ds  msnv o f  ou ,  toca t  menbFrs  o !  poss ib t€  wr  dd . .d
e t rner  as  n€srdents  o '  Non-Res,denrs .  ro  wetcome those who ha !e  r rdve  ed  tong drs td . (es  ro

Our  Annua l  Show on Sunday September  14 th  w i |  be  once aq6 in  a l  rhe  k ind  invha l ion  o f
our members Oavid and Marjory coodchitd at 66 Dsiias Aoad, ponretand. F! deraits ofrh;
schedu le  w i l l  be  sen i  nearer  rhe  t ime.

Dorothy Warner

MIDI .ANDS (BIBMINGHAMI
Our  Group meer ins  on  ihe  iOrh  March  was the  Annuat  rea ther  Compein ion  and a  chance

ltheirstides. Once asain rhe ctasses werewel supported andthe
s tandardwas h igh .  Whether lhe  spr ins  i s  ear lyor ta te  ourmembers  seem lo  be  ab te to  p roduc€



Compernron Resu l ls* ; ' : ' : : : , . " "  
' . ' " * .  I s r '  rohr  Dpd 'n  FF coo\e

2nd Da! 'd  Fad lev  l -oxho low

3rd seity Bishop December Fed

A l rp -  l  ed tn  '  '  l l ower  l ' r  O lwv4 \  /dn€r  t  I  Fn" , '
'' ' 

2^d Eve'Yn b"en l "/bolea

-g'l]. \Jeta A kn E atuarca

Hemming

An lrc, hybnd 11 tlowe' I ct Batlv B shop t ' d'tteveFsis

2nd OIwYn warner
3rd  Ron B ishop

a Hearh€t fot folrage efle't
lsL Oav,d Batll"\ E atboted

2nd OlwYn Waiet Catluna vulgatis

3d Berty Bishop

Hea lhers  'n  a  Basrer '  1s t  Bosemarv  Rad lev
2nd Marv  Hannon
3rd Mary Hanon

The overall winner and cup holder ror rhe vear was OlwYn Warnor'
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rosbutrer ]urchdout  'Jbef twh'ch ' |s  aoour3 m'r 's  r ron

j""il"'"'; :r'Jli1l"*:r:;rlli :ll'll; "n:il:,'.:i"i::'1": T:'lil ::"":::
' "  

l i l , " i ' * ,  * " , " r . " .berc a,ewercome ro io in us bU1a terephde @r!(oaas 482206)

t,Jil;";,i.**;; J.;i;s;ourd be herpiurto en'ur€lhatlhere is enoushrood and drinkto

qo round Daphne Everett

"oYll"t"""h 
"-" "".o -e dde or 20rh a!ssr menr onao r' rr'p spirne Bur'etl when o '
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:.ti".llJ,Ll"trl l! ll:ilii'JiJil:lx.,il i;" -" " .^,

'D !nwood SPlendour '



af ie ra  bu f te r  l !nch  ar  Champs H i l l ,  we sha l lp roceedro  John T !cker 's  de  iqh t tu lgarden a l
'F lo ra ldene ' ,  F indon Road,  Wonh ing  (A24)where  lhe  inv i la t ion  inc l !des  lea  Obv io ls ly  the
n!mbefa l lend ingwi l lneed to  be  known Io rca ter ing  purposes ,  so  w i l l you  p lease adv is€  me by
te lephone or  in  w i t ins  rwo weeks  in  advance o l  th€  v is i l s ,  (Te l .  Re isa le  (o737)  248211)

Jock Vickery

SOUTHWEST,
Our f i rs tmee i ingof1989washe lda lLy lche Mar raversV i lase  Ha l  andwasat lendedby

some 30 membeB. The firsi ho!r of the allernoon was spent belng entenained by planl
hun le rs  Desmond and Mar jo r ie  Par ishwhh an exce l len l  iL lusna led ta lk€nr i t  ed"w i ld  F lowers
lrom Dorsei iolhe Alps". Desmond and Marjorie h6ve wrnien books on this subjectand th€y
had some copies of then mosl recent publi.alion on sale, A tine .ollection oi mounled
pholographswas slso on display. The ralkwas tollowed by refreshme.ls andlhe fesults olrhe

C ass 1. A vase or bow! of healheG in bloom

Cl6ss 2. A vase or bowl of hedlh€rs shown lor lo i6o6 efiecr.
1 st. Anne Pringle
2nd, Val Davis
3d.  Ph i l  Joyner
H.C. Bety Sayers

points overall was Anne Pringle.Th€ winner ol rhe Audirt Bowl tor the mosr
I members slaged exhibns.

For your dairy - Our final meeting for 1989 w I be in Do.set ar 2 p.m. on Satuday 23rd
Sepremberwhen w€ shall be visfiing The Old Becrory, Seaborough, 3 miles sollh ot Crew
kerne. This 2 acr€ qafd€n is described in the "YelLow Sook" as conra ning a var ety olplanrs,
shrubs and iare lrees. There will be an entance tee, and reireshments wilL be provided at
reason.bl6 cosr by the owners Mf e MG Wrisht. To rcach the sarden take rh€ 83165 qoinq
south out ofCrewker.e followi.g signsforSeaboro!gh. The Old Fectory is down lhe second
rurning ro the lefi in rhe vill.qe,

I do hope that we will have a sood arlendance al this last meelins oi the year, and rhar
some ol rhe Sociely s Far wesl membeB will be 6ble to join us.

Finally, I would like to thank all those people who make the meetinss possible, and rn
panicular rhose members who provided refreshmenrs ,or the Lylchetl MalraveB meetins.

Ph i lJoyner .

NOATH AMERICAN HEATHEB SOCIETY/NORTH EAST HEATHER SOCIETY
Our joint Ann@l Meeting is now aiianqed rof Augusr 1gth and 2oth in Freepon, ME.

V is i to rs f romlhe U.K-  who are  ab le  ro  jo in  uswi l lbe  mosrwe lcome and tw i t tsend de t . i t s  on
requ€sl. Please P.O. aox 1O1, Highland Visw Atstead, New Hamlshire
03602 U.S.A"

Wa tef Wornick



SCRAP BOWL _ Titbits or News lrom Members

The Curse of'Rob6rt ChaDman' lExiracl trom Nonheasi (u S.A,l Healher Societv Newslerter)
November  1984

There m usl be som e sec ret a bour Caltuna vulsais Roheft Chapna n lh at l am u naware or'
How else can vou exDlain thal no less rhan fourdifterenl pl.nts ofihis varieq have departed
rhisworld in my garden, b€lore eve. having a chance to b oom?The decaased were fiom dif_
le ren l  sources ,6 fd  p lan ted  i .  d i f ie fenr  loca t ions  ( though s t i ! l i n  mv hea lherbed,6 lons  w i th  a l

leasr a doze. orherculrivars ol Cal/u,a thal are doinq fine,lhankyou )The ftslplant cameirom
Hillierc, sinc€ at rhar time no one else I knew ofiered it | 6nribul6d ils 6pid demise to th€

rigors olrransallanlic lraveland the loving care h roceived atthe handsofthe US DA Inpecnon

Stalion personnel. Some timo laler lwas delighted to see it ofiered in a dom€snc nuBery
catalogue. The litlle plantwas tucked in with its e caceous relalives, a.dwhhin lwo monlhs

was pu l led  our  asa in  -  to ra lLy ,  unequ ivoca l l ydead Hmmmm,sa id l , tha lsodd ThenendmeI

orderedsomeEic rsand Ca l /u r rs , l  o rderod i l  asa in ;  the  nursery  was n ice  enoughrosendme
an extra. lplanred them severalf€€l apa^, not in the are. oflhe previous one s hol€, and was
pLeased to see ell rhe plants looking so well. lt was wilh considerablv less p!easure ltut I

noliced, somewhere about the second weok in August, that one 
'Foben Chapman wss no

longer with us. No maner, I lhought, there s srill tha oth€r one Howev€r, there wasnt
because apparently this pair ol plafis h6d a suicide paci Meanwhile, everything else in the

bed was oerrecnv healthv.
lam nowdebat .q  whe lh€r to  oderye i  anorher ,  and s row i t  in  a  con la in€r lh is r ime so  tha t

I can tigure out just whar il is ihat can knock a looqh Crltu,, otl so quickly lf nothing else,
oerh.Ds a Golhic novel can be dade out of lhe mystery' The ghosi ol som€ 14ft cenrurv
heather breederwaLks 6ygarden, and bysupenaluralmeans dispos6s oiany Cal/uras named
ar ie r  persons  he  doesn l  l i ke ,  In  th6  meanr ime,  i ranyone e lso  can shedsome l igh lon  rhe  qunks
and whims oi lhis pariicular c!ltv.r, l'd be frost qratefutt 

Etaine Cantwe|

Buryang 'Rob€rt Chapmans' Ghost (Extract liom Nonheasi (u S.a.) Healher Sociew
Newslener Sprins l9a9

Ea ine  CanrweL l ' s  a r t i c le  o . 'Rober t  Chapman in  lhe  las t  i ssue louchod a  6w netue ,
apparenr ly ,as judsedbyrhesevera lcommentsappendedtosubscr ip r ion .€nBwals  l t seemsa
number  o four  membeB wh isd€ a t  n ish l  as  ihey  pass  the i rown cometeryo t  pan icu la rp lanrs
predesllned ror 6n €aiy srave. David McClinio.k inrimated thatlhe ghosl or Bobert Chapman
may be lh rea t€n ins  lo lake  over lhe  body  o i 'B lazeaway in  some gard€ns  in  the  U-K,  bu l  had
not suaranteed erorcism lo oii€rtor either planl. Hugh Nicolson ofiered his own qhosr slorv
whh EaDerea 

'N€ l l '  though h  was nor  qu i te  so  a lamins  as  E la ine  Cantwe l ls
In ,acl, I have my own ghost story involvinq a whole planbtion ol some unlucky whne

hearheL und is tnqu lshed by  name a t  th is  d is tance in  t lme,  bur  qu ick ly  ex l ingu ished a t  o r
shonlv aiterlhe rime of planring. lhad srarted a new bed o. a she bearing a lor ol wood ashes
(at a lime when we were stillallowed 1o burn thi.gs)and assumed the alk.liniry of the ash was
more rhar I had ba.sained forwhen al sir plants or a whileyeltowloliased Calluna vulgais
ip robab lv  

'Aur€ iJo l ia  
)  d ied  in  rap id  suc .essron  in  the  same lansu id  hanners .  Bur  rhese s i !

olants were in a mosaic oaltern wth orher Cala,rt and none oi those others came down
FiBi lsuspeci€d th€ six were already sickwhen I boughi them. Then I suspecled some dread
disease arihe sne, but pressure ofspace and lime evenluallytorced 6e lo plant olherh€alheE
in  rhe  sam€ spo ls .  Th is  l ide  there  were  no  unroward  conseq!en .es ,  so  l r€v ised myd isease
theory back in favour of lhe .sh one.

Now I th nk I know b€ner. And I lhink lhe answer is tied up with pale foliaqe for bolh
'Roben Chapman '  and 'Aure i io l ia  .  h -s .01rh . l  pa le fo l iaqe  p€r3 .  i s lo  b  am€,  bur  pa le fo l iase



means l . ck  o fch lo .ophVl l ,  wh ich  m€ans lack  o ich lo rop lans ,  wh i .h  6 re  lhe  t iny  €n0 ines  ins ide
a o lan t  ce l lwh ich  €ventua l l v  conver tsun l iqh tandcarbon d iox ide  i . to  rhe  s lgarneededforce l l

Chloroolasts ar€ separate, disrinci sub-.ellular unils, called olqanelles or pl6srids, which
ar€ iound in  the  ce l l cy lop lasm snd wh ich  car ry ihenown l i lde  p i€c€s  o f  DNAdis l inc t i iom the
DNA or the  ce l lnuc leus .  L ike  the  nuc leus  ihev  r€p l i care ,  and in  fac l  have lo  in  o rder  lo  €nsuro
thsr th€ daushrercells fomed bV division oi the parent cellconrsin nor only the DNAfiom $e
spliting nucleus, bur also their ,at share ol the plaslids lf a pare.l cell is dolici€nt in
ch lo rop lasrs  so  w i l l the  daughter  ce l l s  be  a  smal l  pa le_ Io l laged p lanr lhus  becomes a  Large
pale-foliased plant, and il some pale-foliaged spori should occuron a normal planl, rhar paLe_

ioliaged fom c.n usually be preseoed onlv by vesetative growth oi cutlings taken trom
' _ 

rr'"i" u. ***r ottt* tinds of plasrids caded in the ctroplasm 6nd lr seems thar 6ach

kind provides th€ speciri. enzymeswhich som€rimes in collaboration with enzvm€srormed

under rh6 dnection oJ the nucl€us evenruallv conrer characleristic prope*i€s on the plant

Ano.q  rhese o thor  p 'open ies  has  bPpn lound n€ 'b ic toe  'eqrqrance d 's€asF 'es is i tn r  e  cnd

what isc6 t l6d theov top lasmicmt l6s le r i l i l t v iac to lPoss ib lvsometspec lso tcoLdres isknc€
are also confered by some other cYloplssmic gene, but this is jusl3 gue$ on mY p6fr

I t  i s  r ianbe l lha ta  ce l lde l i c ren t  in  p las l ids lo .photosy . lhes isw i l la lso  be  der ic ien t  in  less
obvious ways. suqgesiins . pale-foliased fom is likely ro b€ ditt6.€nr i.om normal in olher
w.ys besid6s the loss olgreenness of ils loliage. One oflhese otherways is qun€ possiblylhe
lack  o fp las t idscon le i . ins  r€s is tanceto  d isease-  pe lhaps  no ld is€asesene6 l ly  bu l  d isease
spec i f i c  to  a  par t i cu la rbac ter ia lo r fung6 lcha l lenge.  As  w i th  humans,  the  re6 lpuzz le  i s  no twhy
ata  pan icuLar l imew6 ca ich  a  pan icu la rd isease,  bu lwhywedon ' rsuccumb-  a l  the l ime-
ro all diseases. Lack ol a panicular plastid may mean lacking lhe enzymes or th€ m€ans to
poduce the  metabo lnesrhar  normal ly  p ro tec tor " immunize- ihe  pLan l  lo  lhe  many pa lhogens
preseni in .n, wat6r and soil.

We can reach rhe  conc lus ion ,  unwelcomelhoush i l  may be , lha l  mostcuh ivars ,  b .ca lso
ihev are cuhiv.rs, .re likelvlo be deticient in one or more otth€ deience mechanisms charac-
reristic ol the wild plant. Thus a lunsus capable ot fominq a beneticial mycorhizal
rc la t ionsh io  w i th  a  w i ld  p lan i  mav we l lbe  ab le  io  invade and k i l  a  par t i cu la rcu  t i var '  L l lead t
rurrhe.lo rhe posslbility thal each ditl6r€nt cu rivar is panicu any susceplibl6 to a panLcurar
parhosen, possibly even diflorenl ones lor each curirvar.

Thus  !oor 'Rob€r l  Chapman,  because i lwas 'Bober t  Chapman,  a  veget6 i i ve  reproduc l ion
ol soms historic freak eeenr, was pfobably lacking lhe meraboalic aclivily ofsome organelle
capable or producinq lhe phyloalexi.s (anlidotes) nocessary to keep some panicular or
unusua l fungus  orbac ter ium present  in  E l t in€  Can lwe l ls  garden a l  bay  Perhapseverygafden
has its ow. slrange, unusual but characlerislc palhosen wailins Ior lhe.ight culiivar to

lt isworth addinq rhalcyroplasmic senesare subjecrto sltons malernal influence, and tnat
anyp lasmidpecu l ia r i t yo f lhemaleparenr isnoha l lyexcu idedf romtheot ispr ing  lnpracr ica l
tems th is  mmns lha l  a r temrpeds€xua l reproduc l ion  o fpa le  fo l iaged c ! l t i va rc  can be  expec '
ted toy ie ld the  darkgre€n co lourcharac ter is t i co l thewi ld  hearher jand the  lack  o f  any  orher
cvropL.smic  gene- l inked func t ion  w i l l  aso  be  rcs to red  v ia  matemal  inhernance In  what
aoDears 10 be reversion io the wild fom. Since white lrowerc represent the absence or
anthocyanin pigments oi nom6l h€athdr. the often noted marernal inlLuen.e on heather
co lour  Drobab lv  has  ns  bas is  in  6  s iml la r  €xorana ion .

Id be on s!rerground if we were lslking bacteria instead ot planr cells, but bacler a have
plasmids. nor plastids. Bact€ia produce powerful plssmid_encoded bactericidal proteins

ca l led  bs . t€ r ioc ins ,  wh ich  are  h igh ly  spec i l i cJoreach spec ies  sndwh ch  pemn a  bac ter ium to
suru ive  and compere  fo r  6n  €coLog ica ln iche.  So l l ind  i t  p robab le  rha t  loss  o fa  s ing le  p lasr id
couLd, und€r a highly specialised challenqe, be as devastating 10 a plani as rhe loss of a



!lasmid can, und.r uniaue circumstanc€s, be to a bacrerium
Ar least thal is my theory, and as Anne Elk sav., 

"lt is mane "

I also hav€ another ono, involving m6ral toriciq at th€ sire of the plant. Ona oi rh€

lunclions oi mv6oirhiza€ .ssocist.d with wild h6.rh€6 is to detoxilv ce.l€in metals, and to

makecena inso i l shab i tab le .Thus i f 'Rober lChapmanfa i l s toproducethesuga.s tha ta l t rac t
the  mycorh izae in  ihe l iEr  p lace , lh is  p lanrw i l lbe  suscepr ib le  to  meta lpo isoh ins  lknowth is

theory is almost th6 opposhe ol the fnst one but as Anne Elk would sav. lt is mine,

Donald MacKav

Eleven yea6 ago, lacquired ar GEnge-Oversands, Cumbria, a specimen of Ericacinerea
'Coccinea Smith's Variety, a.oltiv.rrhen thousht by David McClinlocklo have been unknown
by name s inc€  the  yeaB pr io r lo  the  1939-45 wa. ,  In  1943,  lp r6sent6d  youns  p lan ts  o f th is
cukiva. which I had Orown on to Mr McClinrock and General Turpin. Uofortunately. in the
iollowing ye6r, t h.d to r.ave.my collecrion ol healhea behind when lhovod €way lrom
Yorkshi.e. The two planls lhat I save io M. McClintock and to our Chaiman have now boih
died out, so ir is now probable that Coccinea Smnh s Variety' has t€ally disappetr€d lrom
.ulrivation. Howevei as my original 1978 purchas€ came from a,etail nursery, one thar
boushl in its stockfrom 6 number ofdiiierentsources,lhe preslmprion must be that, stthal
rime. someone not only hadrhe cuhivarbutwas also proprg€ting lrom it, Does any member
know anythins about i12lshould be delighr€dro r€coive any inforharion which wou ld enable
us to recover rnrs prant,

B,C.D, Kinssford, ZonB 4.
{114a Sa lmo.a l  Foad,  Mo.ecambe, )

Lancs. LA3 1 ST.)

DIARY OF EVENlS

NORTHEAST INEWCASTLE) Gad€n vsit ar os e, 2 p.m. $e 6bup N6ws
COUNC!L lrrEEI|NG, nHS Halls, w.srminsrar.
RHS SHOW lnc. Heathor Comp
M oLANDS (B IRMINGHAM)  Ga rdsn  v i s r  3 t  11 .3o

SOUTHEBN ' Two saden vLsib in Susgar - Soe Grcup N6w3.
ANN.JAL CONFERENCE, Durham UniveGiry.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Trev€ly.n Coll6q6, DuAam Universiry.
cLoSlNG oATE lor maleia fo. the Aulumn Bullern. (To Daphn€ Ev6€t)
SO UTHWESI . ca.den vsit ro Se.boough, Dorcer - Soe Group News.
NO8THEAST {NEWCASTLE)- Annual Show, ai 66 Daras Road, Ponr8land


