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It daes not seem morc than a few
weeks since I was witing an inttoduclion
to my fitst Bulletin and now it is lime fol
anolhet one. It is a sign of old age they
say when the time passes so last bul il
seems to me thal it is because the older
v\/e allget the busiet we all arc.

lnthis Bulletin we have a'Letlet Frcm
Ameica, which l hope you wil find
intercsting. I hope to lind membel
]towerc, both amateur and prclessbnal,
in olhet parls of the wa d who are as
helpful as Alice Knight and will shate
thet expeiences with us.

I lhoughl you might be intetested in
Ihelo owing snippet of infomation. On a
visit to Sizeeh Castle. (a Natbnalftust
prcpefty in Cumb a) last yeaL we werc
pleasan y sutpised to find that aI the
plates laidout onthe large diningtable in
the hall werc painted with piclutes of

2OTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SPARSHOLT COLLEGE, HAMPSHIRE 7 - 10th September 1990

South Alican Heathes, each plale
depicting adiffercnt heatheL The setuice
was made by Watceglet Potcelain but
the lady in charge did nat knaw much
about its hislary, so when we arrived
home I contacted the Wo rcester Porcelain
Museumto see what lcaulal find out.

The Assistant CuQtot was able to tell
me that seNices like this werc made in
the 1860s and 1870',s and that this
palticular ane was made fot the fim of
Thomas Goode, who still has a shop in
South Audley Strcet in London. She
suspected that it was then bought by
someone as a wedcling ptesenl.
Wo rce ste r P o rce I ain e xpo ned ma ny such
seNices to south Afica, Ameica and
Austtalia whete they are much sought
aftet Iaday.

The 1990 Conference will be held at
Sparsholt College Hampshire, ft om 7th -
'loth September. The Collcge is in a
delightful rolling Downland setting, just
a fewmiles west of Winchester. It canbe
reached by train to Winchester and then
a bus, or is easily found by car. The
College runs Agriculturc and
Horticulture courses and is expanding
into a Conference Cen tre role.

Theoutline programme js as follows:-

FRIDAY
4pm - 5pm Reception & registration.
Evening Welcome by the Chairman.

'My EarlyCareer in Horticulture'.a short,
light hcarted talk by Brian Kidd, a
membcr of the Radio Solent 'Topsoil'

SATURDAY
Moming
A talk on the Horticultural

Departmentof theCollcge by Bob Dennis,
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the Head of that Department. A tour of
thehorticultural facilities of the College.
(Therewillbealtemative'entertainmenf
for those not requiring the tour)

Afternoon
A Field trip to the New Forest to

ob!€r't e E ica cifi erce, Eric a tet / alir, Calluna
uulgarb and possiblV Eiu cilia*. A^
alternative visit lo a recently created
Dnvateeardenhasbeen planned f or those
irot wisiing to take pariintheField Trip
At the end of the afternoon, both paties
will meet for rcfteshment in the garden
of Phyllis Kennedy in Sway on the edge
of the New Forest. Evening A talk on the
Hillier Arboretum by the Curator, Barry
Phillips.

SUNDAY
Morning
A.G.M. A talk on 'lvisley and the

Heather Garden - the next 10 Yeary by

John Battye of Wisley.
Afternoon
A visit to the Hillier Arboretum.
Evening
Open Forumand members' slides

MONDAY
Moming Depart
The prcglamine may include a short

talk by thc scholar undertaking the
current Bell's Scholarship Research and
there will be plenty of time for infomal
discussion of our favourite topic.

The various prices Per head for the
weekend are detailed belowr-

RESIDENTS
Friday evenjng to Monday momint,
rncl.2 coach trips E97.OO
Friday evening to Sundaylunch, incl l
coach trip. f,77.00
Friday evening to Sundaylunch, incl 2
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NON.RESIDENTS
AII weekend incl2 coach triPs f,52.50
Friday evenin& inct. dinner f,8,00
Atl Sahrrday, incl 1 coach triP & dinner

!23.00
AII Sunday, incl l coach triP & dinner

e21.50
Sunday momin& incl lunch €8.00 _

Theresidential pricesassumea slngle
bedroomwithen-suite shower and ioilet.
However, the more usual sinSle study
bcdroom with shared facilities can be
made available for3.50less Perhead Per
nieht. I re$ct that no double room
ac;ofivnoda'tion is available The Prices
include Sratuities and entrance leesi
drints at the bar areat exha cost.

Advance bookings can now be sent
with a booking chrrteof €2 Per mai l ing
to Phil Joyner,84 Kinross Road, Totton,
Southampton,SO44BN,indicatingwhich
tlpe of aciommodahon is preferred. The
bookinechar*e is tocoveradmjnistrafive
costs in'crne-d by the Organisor and is
not a deposit on the Conference fee. The
final patanent should be made by 21st
Iulv i99b. Atl cheques should be made
payable to the 'Heather Society
toirference' and would members
requinng spccial diets please indicate
their req; ir;ments when making the final
pa)4ncnt. For thosc p€otle wishing to
hol idayin thcareaaround theLontercnce
weekend, the college will be pl€ased to
take individual bookings. Detailswill be
enclosed with the advanced booking
acknowledgement.

For membe$ staying in the area or
likely to returnhomc via theSalisbury /
Devizes direction, tlere is an invrtation
to visit the garden of memb€rs Des and
Sybil Perry at Markct Lavington on
Monday nioming. More details will be
available at the Conference.

2
coach triPS. L75.50
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R.H.S. SHOW - NOVEMBER
28TH & 29TH 1989

Competi tion for Ornamental Trees &
Shubs from the Open

Class 12. A heath or heather judged
for foliage effect, I vase/bowl.5 Entries.

1st. MajorCeneral & Mrs P G Turyin.
Callunn oulgais 'Silver Kr.ighf .

2nd. MajorGeneral & MrsPGTurpin.
Etica et*ens 'Colden LadY .

3rd.MajorGeneral&MrsPGTurpin.
Calluna oulgrb 'Crey Carpct' .

Off Chairman once again puts in a
plea for more mcmbers to parficipatein
these compehhons,

THE NATIONAL GARDEN
FESTIVAL

GATESHEAD - 1990

This year will be a very busy one for
theNo h East when the National Garden
FestivalopensatGateshead onMay 18th
until October 21st 1990. ExhibitoE are
comint from all over the country and for
the first time evet the Royal Horticultural
Society will be staging one of its
spectacular shows away from its London
headquarters.

TheNorthEastCroup of the Heather
Societ, together with the Bee Sociely,
will be staging a ioint show called 'The

Hcather & Honey Show' from Friday
Septembcr 21st to Sunday September
23d inclusive. This will incorporate the
local Annual Showbutwillbeopentoall
national members of theheatherSociety.

Anyone interested in exhibiiing can
obtain a schedule from Mrs D M Waner,
'Litde Croft', ?onteland, Newcastle on
Tyne,NE209BQ and the closingdate for
entries is September 1st, '1990.

NORTH EAST
Wehadabeautiful day forourAnnual

Show on September 14th, held, as usual,
in David & Marjory Coodchild's garden
and it was pleasing to note that the
numberof enfries wasupon theprevious
year, over l00being submitted in the'14
classes. In spite of many heathe$ having
finished llowering earlier than usual on
account of the hot, dry summer, the
standard was high. The trophies for the
'Best Exhibit in Show' and 'Maximum

Number of Points' went to worthy
winners, David & Mary Roberts and the
trophy for tsestinClassesll - 14'went to
DorothyWamer. Altogetherit wasa very
pleasant dayand our thanks are extended
toourhosts,David &Ma4oryandalso to
Marirry forthe theteaandbiscuits which
we and the visitors enjoycd.

October 30th wasour A.G.M. and we
were pleased to welcome Beryl and David
Malne from Kirbtrnoorside. Following
thebusiness part of themeetingwewerc
given an excellcnt talk with slides, by
Dr.lohn Richards of Newcastl€
University, on 'Alpine Plants and Peat
Gardening' This was very infomative,
most enjoyable and he was warmly
thanked by the members.

Ourannual oufing thisyear will be on
Sahrrda, May 19th, when wewill go by
coach to Harlow Car Gardens and
HarroSate. Fuller details of this will be
sent to members at a later date. In the
meantime, please make a note in your
diary of this item and also of Sunday,
May 13th, when I am sure we will be
asked to have a stand at the Open Dayat
Durham College of Agriculture and
Horticulture at Houghall. Any hclp wiil
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once aqajn be verymuch appreciated.

reci"se *e ati tuting faiL t"ittt ttte
Bee Society, at the Cateshead lestival
tNs vear, our Annual show will take
plac; there. The dates are ftiday 21st to
Sunday23rd indusive and weare looking
for as many memtrers as possible to helP
man the stand during these 3 days.It is
imDerative that we have help and as
mich or as littl€ time as you can give will
be morc than welcome. Do 8et in touch
with mg Dorot\Warner, on 0(61 23299.
Chai$ will be provided so thele is no
need to stand for hou$.

An extla outing has been plarmed for
an evening visit to the Newcastle
University Botanic Cardens This will
Drobablv be in May or June to see dle
ihnd.rd"ndrons ani uzaleas. Detnils of
this will be circulated.

Darclh! watner

MIDLANDS
At the November 1989 meeting of the

Midlands Group, we had a
demonstration of paper weiShts given
by Sarah Rogers. Her skill & artistry in
preseruing frcsh flowers and arranging
them in resin was really remarkable.
Among irany others shebrought several
examples made with sPnys of callunas.
Our annual Heather ComPetitions will
be held atWinterboume (the home of the
School of Continuint Studies, University
of Birmingham for any new members
who don't know i t) on Friday March 9th
at 7.45pm. Details of the vadous classes
have b;en sent to members in my usual
JanuaryNewsletter. If anyonewho isnot
on the rnailing list would like details of
the competitions please telephone me on
0885 482206, all HeatherSocietymemberc
welcome. Our Midlands Group Silver
Cup will be awarded to the overall
winner. There will also be slides of the
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1989 Conference at Durham.
An outing is planned for Saturday

19th May. For those who would like to
make a dayof it, we will meet at 11am at
Bridgemere Carden Centre near
Nantwichand spend themominglookinS
round their Carden Centre and their
display garden Bridgemere Garden
World, which is said to be well worth a
visit. Lunch can be booked at the
rcstaurant if rcquired. The Doiothy Clive
Garden at Willoughbridge is our
afternoon venue (there arc only 3 miles
between the two places). The garden
opens at 2pm and if sufficient members
ale prepared to commit themselves to
the visit a guided tour can be arranged.
Aftemoontea canbebooked tocomPlete
what promises to be a very pleasant day.
I have a supply of leaflets which have a
map of the Garden on the back if anyone
would like one. Dctails of me€tings later
in the year will be finalised when we
me€t in March and will be published in
the SummerBulletin.

Daphne Eoerctt

SOUTIIERN
Sadly I have to record a lack of success

in ananglng the usual spring get-
together. A number of possible vmues
have failed to mature for a variety of
reasons. I have however, in store fol a
future plcasure, a kind promise frcm
Allen Hall (one of our most supportive
members) to proiect slides showing
heather flowers in close-up and some
micrcgapht which he has preparcd over
the yeals.

What I find so difficult in ananging
meetings is the lack of offers hom
members to visit their Sardens; with
certain exceptions. It issuchoutings that
are the most popular and it is not
ne.essary for a garden to be big to be
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beautiful and interestinS. Often visits
are repeated because (a) of the joint
pleasure shared betwem the host and/
or hostess and the usitors and {b) the
absence ofanoffer to visitan altemative
garden. So I make a plea for your help.
Any invitations or suggestions will L€

Happily I have a new scene for us to
visit on 29thJuly. On this Sunda, Mr &
Mrs Turrell of Willowtrce' Headland
Avenue, Seaford, have kindly invited
members to visit them atabout 2.30pm.
As Sheffield Park will be en route for
most members it is proposed to assemble
there at 11.00am. and after visitinS the
gardens, to partake of a picnic lunch
beforegoingon to Seaford. Furfher details
will be given in the Summer Bulletin, but
in the meantime, please make a note of
the date in your diaries.

lock Vickery

SOUIII WBST
As I write this 'group news' we are

once again in one of our mild winters,
although there were three weeks in
November/December when there wete
some fairly sharp frosts. I've just
completd some rcplanting of several
groups of heathers lost in the sufiuncr
drought and it may be of interest to
members to know that I lost plants that
were several years old, Ether than the
younger ones.

Now to the events for 1990. The first
meeting of the year will be at Lytchett
Matravers Village Hall, at 2.00pm on
Saturday 24th March. A talk on
Heathlands will be given by Andrevr'
Byfield of the Nature Conservancy
Council. This meeting was fully described
in the Autumn Bulletin.

On Saturday May 19th at 12.30Pm,
we will meet at thegarden of Beryl Farrah
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at Z Rosslcy Close, Highclift near
Christchurch, Dorsct. Plcase bring your
picnic lunches and your f oiding chairs as
I am anticipating some good weather.
Although Beryl has a beauirful heather
garden there will not be many heathers
in flowcr at that time but there will be
plenty to see because Beryl has a fine
display of rhododcndrons and azaleas.
During the aftemoon we will moveonto
the garden of Phyllis Kennedy at 2,
Anderwood Drive,Srvay. (on thc edge of
the New Forest)- Phyllis has a small
garden packed with interesting plants,
with something diffcrent in each nook
and cranny. Phyllisand herhelpers will
provide refreshments so don't fortct
those folding chairs.

ThcSouthamptonBalloonand F1or{ er
Festival takcs place on Fridayluly 5th to
Sunday |trly 8th, on Southampton
Common. Once again the Horticultural
Marquees have an abundanceof inter€st,
with the local group flying the flag ofthe
HeatherSociety. Are thereany volunteers
to man the stand?

Saturday 28th July at 2.00pm rvjll bc
the occasion ofour annual nu$cry vjsit
and this will take place at David Edge's
nurs€ry at Woodlandt near Verlvood,
Dorset. This is a nursery which is well
worth seeing and being a wholesale
business it supplies many of the local
sales outlets with their heathers. Take thc
8308t fromverwood to Cranborne and
1 1/2 miles frcm Vcrwood iurn left for
Woodlands. About 1/4 of a mjle further
on and on the left, is a gravel track. The
nursery is along this tmck.

Friday TthScptember to Monday 10th
Scptembcris thcweekend of theHeather
Society Conferencc (details els€r'her€ in
this Bulletin).Thoscmcmbcrs not lvishing
to take part as rcsidcniial or day visitors
are welcome to join us at ihc Hillior
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Arboretum on Sunday aftemoon.
Finally, would members please

remembd that if they require further
details of the 1990 visits, would they
send me two SAES. I look forward to a
successful programme of visits for 1990.

PhiI ]oVner

CALLING ALL SCOTS
Several yea$ have now passed since

the Society had ana.tivegtouP northof
the Border, so with our goodly number
ofwellover 100 members up here I have
beenpersuaded to put forward a Plea for
revival. For that, I do not doubt that
some stimulus must be sought,

First  thoughts might Sravi tate
towards the familiar landscapes of purple
heathery hues we have for so long come
to take for granted. However, \^r'e now
have something really unique and
geo$aphically speaking, near enough
to thc centre of Scotland.

In the fair City' of Perth, Bell's
National Heather Colllection has been
established at their CherrybankCardens
and evcnnow it is a uniquc assctfor the
casual visitorand tourist, as well as the
fastidious purist. The eventual target is
to have no lcss than 1000 diffcrent
varielies growing in this wonderland of
heaths and hcathers. Hundreds have
already bccn collected from many parts
of the world. A vast prograrnme of
collection and propagation is under way
and planting progrcsses unabated.

The collection to datc, owes much to
Eell's foresight and interestand to their
Head Gardencr MrNorrie Robertson and
his hard working, ever helpful staff.
During the build up years it has been
customary for thegardenstobe opcn to

VOL. 4. No.9. SPRINC 1990

the public only at certain limes, from
around early May to early October.
However, with progress keeping apace
with planning - for the future - who
knows?

Now back to basics. who would
definitelyjoin and actively supporta new
Scottish Grcup, or perhaps even two

tmups in order to meet teogaphical
spread? We could consider one for the
East ofScotland and one for the West, or
if the division rvould appear more
approp atc,itcouldbeNorthandSouth.
Many aspects obviously require
exprcssions of opinion. For example,
meetings and visits could not be
envisaged on anything approaching the
scale of thosc of a local society. Venues
for meetings could bc problematical but
the trade and thosc members with
comprehensivccollectionscouldbea rcal
asset in programming. Mcmbcrs willing
to accept office would r€quire to express
definite willingness in the early staSesof
group-building. Thcsc are but a few of
the many points to be considered,but the
greater the number of members prepared
to submit suggestiont the greater the
likelihood of our staging a real revival.

The principal, primary goal, is to
identify who among our memberc is
willing to pick up thechailengeand start
theball rolling? Then, who are thewilling
potential office bearers and where will
they meet iniHally? If you care to pass
your comments and and offers to me I
shall attempt to identify the nucleus of
member who are steadfastly willing to
build upon our great good fortune now
that we have the National Collectionasa
focal point of refercnce.

Please scnd your comments and
constructive sugSestions to me, John
Williamson, at 36 Smithficld Crescent,
Blairgowrie, Perthshire, PH10 6UD and
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rf you wish to recive a reply (e.g. if you
wish to taI(e the reins,offeryoutiewLes,
orjust know the resultof this proposal)
please do ensure that you enciose a
stamped and self-addressed enveloDe.

Balls have made the promise ihat
theirswill be(and I quote) "Aco ectjon
that will eventuallv become the larsest
and most comprehensive of its kin; in
the world". SO please do not iust rcad
this and forSet it. Don't let us be iust
printed names in the Memberhip List.
Let us show our initiative and our
dedication and be able to provide at all
times a real welcome to all our f€llow
enthusiasts and others from further
afield.

Iohn A Williamson

SCRAP BOWL
Titbits oINews ftom Members

Part of a letter sent to Mr & Mrs D
Small. Denbeigh Heather Nursedes:" l tmustbeabout l0yearssincel was
f irst  in lroduced to your cutt ings, with
the valuable information & advi.e
included with them.

Transforming solid Essex clay into
workable soil that appeals to heathers
hasn'tbeeneas,alt}lowhr ostE. cameas
seem good tcmpered. There have been
unexpected successesas well as failures
with other varieties.

We live in a normally very dw arca
and situa ted near the sea tfre aiiis i.i"tin"a
tobe saltyandboisterousat times. Thcse
conditions do not appeal to Callrna
?'rlsais varieties, although the heathers
planted on the rockery have survived
well over the last summer,

Most variefies didn t seem to mind
being waterloggcd during the hea\,y rains
oi a ycar or two ago/ althouqh yellow
cldy wa ter flooded ihc ga rd enlrom trmc
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to time, running off the field next to usi
the drainrge sysrcms in our garden iust
could not cope. Also, the waier table in
this area is very high with numerous
underground springs.

Various local people have shown an
interest, so we have felt encouraged to
open our garden for four aftemoonls over
the last two Easters, voluntary donations
going to 'Save the Chitdren Fund'.

Any encouragement or advice from
my o wn experience on a m ther unJriendlv
soil will be gladty given if you shouli
know of anyone in my area havinq
difficulty in creafing a heath€r garden:
Anyone needing adviceor wishing to see
our display may phone us on Frinton
676115".

AudrE Hitl

Our nurcery, Heather Acres Inc. and
itsmail ordcrdivision Heaths & Heathert
is located in the Pacif icNorthwest region
of the United States. We are aboui 40
miles inland from the Pacific Oceanand
our climate is similar to that ofSouthem
England. Winter temperatures of -18C or
lower are qurte uncommon, Summers
are usually a comfortable 30C. Our
particular area averagesabout 180cm of
rainfall each year, mostly during the
period betwcen November and April.
>ummers are olten quite dry but water
suppl ies are usual ly ample for 'Keepinq

Washrngton Green'(which is our StatI
motto),

We started our nursery as a part time
venture about 1960. After other careers,
\,vedecided to grow something. Weasked
atncarbyretail nurseries what was hard
to find, hcather wasoften menrjoned, so
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we went to the library where we
discovered Fred Chapple's book The
Heather Garden'. We wrote to Mr
Chapple and he vcry graciously sent us
catalogs fmmseveral heather growercin
the UK and told us about the newly
foundcd Heather Society, which we
immediately joined.We vebeenleaming
about heaths and heathers ever since.

All our plants are container grown
and we use four different pot sizes.Fi$t
year plants are Srown in what we call a
Ros.PotQl/4" x27/4" x 31l4") orin a
sqrrarc 3 17 /16" x 3 1/2" pot. These are
marketed in flatsof49 or24 pots. Second
year plants are Brown in a No.1 (5" x 7"
round 'tmde gallon').We nurket a few
third year plants in a No.2 (8 1/2" x
8 r/2" round '2 gallon') pot. Retail
nursery p ces range frcm around $1.50
to $2.00 for fi6t year plants to $10.00 for
3rd year plants. Second year plants sell
forabout$4.00.Plantpricesare gcnerally
lower in Westem United States than in
other parts of the country.

We have developcd our own
procedures over thc years and some vary
consjdembly from pnctices of othei
gowels. Our original employees werc
local housewives. When school started
in September, they came in to take
cuttings and then helped us winterize
the nursery. About March the same
women would rctum to workuntil June
when school wasout.We still followthis
general patteln even though ournursery
has expanded considerably over the
years.

Wc started with seven cultivars and
our invcntory has now grown to about
400, making us the largcst specialty
nursery in the Westem Hemisphere.
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Thereare ofcourse other healher growers,
some of whom even trow more volumei
but most offer fewer than a dozen
cultivars,

Our sales were mostly to retail
nurc€des and lands.ape$ until 1982
when we expanded into retail mail order
salcs. This portion of the business has
grown rernarkably fast and we now ship
first year p)antsin the small rose pots to
customers in all 50 United States plus
s€veral Canadian provinces. We advefiise
pdrnarily in horticultural publications
and usually ship plants via'IJnited Parcel
Service Second Day Air'.ln addition to
home gardeners, ourmail orderbusiness
now provides plants for other nurse es,
landscaperg and several large botanical
parks and public gadens - some more
than 3,q10 miles away.

Cuttings,averagingabout2l / 2 " long,
are taken in Scptember and are rooted in
flatsof sharp sand which are placed ina
cool grcenhouse. Each f lat  holds
approximately 500 cuttings and the
8r€rnhouse tempenhlre is kept above
freezint.

Early spring work in the nursery
includes potting up the previous yea/s
cropinto6"xT"roundplashcpottwhich
are lined out ten wide, in rows ofabout
3,000. We then begin potting the rooted
cuttin8s into small square pots, which
are lined out into wooden fmmes
approximately 4' x 12'. Each bed holds
458 individual 3 11116" pots or almost
1200 smaller rose pots which are sct in
17" square mesh flats.

Ours is a comparatively small
wholesale nursery. My husband and I do
most of the delivering to wholesale
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customers, mostly within 150 mileg oI
the nursery. Our daughter assists with
telephone answering and waiting on
customers. We have one fult iim€
employee, one almost full time, two who
work full time during the sprrng pothng
and rall cuthngseasons and two or lhrce
other part time workerc when needed.

- Our property totals about 22 acres;
however, thenurseryoccupiesonlvatJout
3 acres for outside growing ana four
plasl'c covered 22\96' greenhouses,
which are used mosrly- for winter
protection.Several smaller sFuctures are
used for propagation or winter storaqe.
We do not grow any plants insi"de
structures or tunnels.

Wealso grow verysmall quantitiesof
a tew companion plants such as
cvergreen azaleas,lithodora, linqonberrv
and a couple of vaieties of cassiope. oui
other specialty is succulents, which are
grown in small quantities. Heaths and
heathers get most of our time and
attention.

We usually srick between 150,000 and
200,000 cu ttings cach year. Manv Dlants
aresold as firsiyearplintsund oihirs a.e
Srown on in Iarger containers for sale as
either second or third year plants. In
manyareas thereisa growingmarket for
even hrger container-grown heaths and

Heaths and hearhcrs are growine in
popu larity in all pa rrs of rhe Un-i red St;res.
They have long bc€n popular garden
pranG near the northem coasts of both
the Pacific and Atlanfic oceans but
gardeners are now discovedng that
certain cultivars can be grown in areas
where they have not pieviously been
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used as Iandscape plants.

OurNorth American Heathersocietv_
which we helped to found in t97i,
conunues to grow as more gardeners
Decome acquainted with heaths and

Alice Kkisht, Heather Acrcs lrc. Elma,
Wqshington, USA

Q, Sphagnum peat, sedge peaL moss
p€at - Whar is the differe;ci between
them and which should I use in
propagating mixtures?

R D C KinSst'otd Zane g

In the Autumn 1989 issue of the
Bulletin, Mr Kingsford asked whether
prostrate heathers were the r€:sult of
genetic factors or a response to the
envrrcnment? As a result of this querv I
have received a very interesting letier
trom Mrs Anne Panjs, now in her g3rd
year and living in Austlalia.

Mrs Parris (who was in the forefrcnr
of work on heather hybridisation before
sheleftWalcs forAusFal iaabout l0years
ago) states that many years ago, when
she knew very tittle about heathers, she
collected seed from E. rarred ,SDrinewood
Pink'  and grew i ton. Theresuit tngi lants
wereprostratein growth like theiioarenr
and one, that she threw away in her
iSnorance, had yellow foh;ee.Two
cul iivars were suf6ciently inter;dne to
be namedj '\r'r'entwood Red, wasoneina
the other (which was registered) was'Spring Cottage Crimson,.-Does anyone
Srow these two varieties now? I know
that 'Spring Cotrage Crimson, is shll
$own by a friend of Mrs parris,s in this
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country and that she claims that it was
the only heather in her garden to
withstand the summer drcught.

Mrs Paris's conclusion from her
experience is that the prostrate
characteistics in heathers are genetic.
However,I looked up a letter that I had
received sevenl years ato from the
Alpine & Heather grower Jack Dmke,in
which he told me about the discovery of
CaIIuna o kais 

'tlvhite Mite', which he
introduced to ihe trade. He says: "'White

Mite was found at over 3000 feet on
Sgomn Dubh in the Caimgormt where
frcm a distance it looked like a pocket
handkerchief laid out on the ground. On
thc mountain it was no more than 2
inches high but sadly, in Sarden
conditiont i t reaches 5 inches". It seems
fair ly certain that the prostrate
charactedstics in thisinstance were due
to environmental infl uence.

Doesanyonehaveanything to add to
this corespondcnce? Ed.

NEW MEMBERS
11.1.89 - 15.12.89

Zone 1 Miss A Breese Westpark,
(Beeswing Nursery) B€€swjn& Dumfics,
DG2 8PE

Mjss L E A Campbell, Mclle, Kilnolq by
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4XX

Mr A M'rir, 7 Lyle Gren, Colf Cours
Road, Livingston, W. Lothian, EH54 8QE

Mrl A Wilianen,35 Smithfield Crescent,
Blair8owrie, Perthshne, PH10 5UD

Zone3 Mr& Mrs K Bailey,17 LanSton
Coun, DarasHall,Ponteland, Newcasileon
Tyne, NE20 9AT

Dr P M R Smith, 44 Middle Dliva,
Ponteland, Northumberland, NE20 9DN

Mr D M Ha1l ,6 Hadf ian Court ,
Chollerford, Hexhan, Northumberland,
NE464DE

Mr & Mrs A Hutchinson, West Burnside,
Slaley,Hcxham,Northrmberland, NE470AC
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Mr H B!.kl€y, 147 Middle Drive, Daras
hall, Ponteland, Newcastle on Tyne.

Mr & Mrs SWalker,39 Haddan Avenue,
ChestcFlc- Street, Co. Durham, DH3 3RS

Zone 4 Mr & Mrc J O'Callaghan,
Southfield,11A Church Grove, Owerron, Nr.
Morecambe, Lancs. LA3 3HZ

Mr Ejenkins,2l Bracken Wa, Barnton,
Northwi.h, Cheshilc, CW8 4LS

MrT R Okell, Okell's Nurserics, Duddon
Heath, Nr Tarporlcy, cheshire, Cw6 OEP

Zone s Mr D B Christian, 8 Bracken hill,
Osbaldwiclt York, YOI 3GE

Mrs V Derrick, Poplai Farm Nurseries,
Church lanq Skirlaugh, H!u, HU115EU

Mr & Mrs J Allen, 50 Carr Manor Avenue,
Moorlown, Leeds, LSl7 sBN

Mr W E Coates, Ashfield Nurscries,
Doncaster  Road,  FoLlby,  Wakef ie ld,

Mr& Mrs SHicknan, HickmansNursery,
54Gr€enside Lane, Hoyiand, Nr Bamsley, S.
Yorkshire, S74 9PZ

Mrs A C H€pworth, 4 Chdfcllow Stteet,
Morley, Leedt t527 9EF Mr NTaylor, 7 Sp;ng
Lane, Sprotbrough, Doncaster, S.Yorkshire,
DNs 7QE

Mr & MrsPAtkin,JubilceHousqChurch
Street, North Cave, Brol8h, E. Yorkshire,
HU152LW

Mr M Powell, the Conifers, 300 Wood
lane, Stannington, Sheffield, S. Yorks. 55 5LQ

Mr & Mrs A R Fisher, 13 Stannard Well
Lane, Horbury, Wakefield, WF4 5BU

Zone 6 Mr D wark,8 Farnsworth
Avenue, Rainlvorth, Notts. NG21 OEN

Mr M Janik, 2 Church Lane, Hundleby,
Spilsbt Lincs. PE23 sNA

Mrs l Collis, 30 Mcndip Clescent,
Chesterficld, Derbyshirq g0 4PR

Mr & Ms BS Metcalt Shelsey, Chander
Hitl Lane, Holynoorsidc, Dcrbyshire, S42
7BW

Mr & Mrs A Viksnc, 31 Fairview Road,
Woodthorpe, Nottingham, NC5 4GW

Mrs M A Ravcn, 14 Edenbrjdge court,
Noitingham, NC8 2RS

10
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Zone 7 Mt& Mrs FE Mayer,Bakers
Cottage, Stall'ngton Lane, Blythe BridSe,
Stoke on Treni, Staffs. ST11 9QN

Mr & MrcFSteele,The Botton Bungalow,
lobsPool,SandyLane, Brcwn Edge,Stokcon
Trent, Siaffs, 5T6 8QL

Mr & Mrs M J Uptorr Thistlcdown
Nurs€ry, Sapey Commor! Clifton on Teme,
Worcester, WR6 5Es

Mr & Mrs G Bakcr, 185 Kineion crccn
Road, Solihult, W- Midlands, B92 7ES

Zone8 Mr V T Rees,27 Bryn Rhys,Clan
Conwy, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, LL28 5NU

Mr & Mrs P Hanison, 28 Nant y Felin,
Pcniraeth, Angles€t Gwynedd, LL75 8t-IY

Mr & Mrs J s Bu.hanan, Tyn Yr
Odyi,Llannefidd, Denbigh, Clwyd, LL15
5HD

Zon.11 Mr G Keyse,12 Tcmple Way,
Worth, Deal, Kent, Cn4 ODA

Mr M F A Dade, 1 Warwick Avenue,
Thorpe L€a, Egham, Surrey, TW20 8LW Mr c
Hammond, 2 Allendale Avenue, Findon
Valle, Worthing, W. Sussex, BN14 t]AH

Mr & Mrs E A Powell, Bridge CottaSe, 8
St. Margaret's Crescent, Whydowa B€xhill
on Sea, E. Sussex, TN39 4RE

MrLESmittr5Stopham Closg Wo.thin&
W. Su$cx, BN14 7QE

Mr & Mrs R Grecning, crcy Owls,
Stonards Brcw, Shamley Creen, Guildford,
Surey, GU5 OuY

Miss KWestrope, 170C WoodsidcCr@n,
South Nor*'ood, tondon, SE25 5EW

Mr T l Sharyles, Cedar Horticultural
Sewiccs, Cedar Nursery, Horslev Road,
Cobham, Suney, KT11 3JX

Mr & Mrc E V Exler, The Eyrie, 9 Furze
Plait Road, Maidenhead, B.rks. SL5 7ND

MrsM K Pollard,T3 BreamwatcrGardent
Ham, Richmond, Surrey]Wl0 7SC

Zone12 Mr&MrsRMBryant,30Wood
Road, Ashust, Southampton, Hants, SO4 2BD

Mr & Mrs R Hart, 1358, Christchurch
Road, BosconbeEast Bournemouth, Dorsct,
BH76EE
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Mrs C F Wilkinson, l Ranvillcs tane,
Fareham, Hampshirq PO14 3DS

Mr & Mrs I P Marshall. I Roc kery Cottages,
Mill Court. Froyle. Nr. Alron, Hampshire,
GU34 4lF

Mrs M Thomas, 12 Denning Couri, No.th
Worle, Weston- Super,Mare Avon, BS22 oQU

Zon€ 13 Mr & Mrs I Dowdell, 55
Ponsonby Road, Milehouse, Plymouth,
Devoa PL3 4HP

Mrs H M Macpherson, 7 Deacon Drive,
Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 4SL

Mr M SThornton,20 Lagoon View, Wesr
Yelland, N. Devon.

Mr G A Gowan, 5 Tehidy Road, par,
Cornwall, PL24 2PE

Zone14 Ms M Bourque,  227
Westmorland road, Saint lohn, East, New
Blunswicl<, Canada, E2J 2GI

Mr & Mrs D A Phillips, PO Box 206,
Monbulk, Victori4 3793, Australia

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Zonel Mr DC MacArihur, Aird Asaig,

Evelir Dornoch,Sutherland, lV25 3NG
Zone4 MrG A Lyon,5Kirkston€Drive,

Norbr(k, Blackp@l, FYs 1QL
Mr R C D Kin8sford, 12 Lister Crove,

Heysham, Morecambe, Lancs. LA3 2DF
Zone 5 Mr & Mrs W D Griggs, West

Halc Farm house, Wroot Road, Epworrh,
Doncaster S. Yorks. DN91LF

Zon€ 6 Mr P Bessent, O.chad house,
East HorperStreet, Ruddington, Nottingham,
NC11 6LA (From Zone 11)

Zone 7 Mr D A Fullc!, Thurcrorr,30A,
Adamthwaite Dive, Blythc Brid8e, Stokeon
Trent, ST119HL

Zone 8 Mr R Rjchards, 39 Cardjgan
Close,Croesyccilio& Cwnbra4Cwenr, NP44
2QN

Zone9 Mr& Mn BC London,29 Acres
Way,Thorpe Marno$, No.wich, Norfolk, NR8
6UT

Mr R Whitcman, 47 Penbroke Road,
Norwich, Norfollr NR23HD(Changeof Zon.)

Zone 10 Mr H Orensrein, 7 Shir.hall
Lane, H.ndon, London, NW42P

l l
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Zone11 Mr E G Standery S€villa. Rus*ll
Close, Walton-on4he tlill,Tadwotth,Surley,
KT2O 7QH

Mr K Pearson,l8 Cadogan Gardens,
Londorr SW3 2RP

Mr R Williams, Hawksnere, 5 Pelham
Place, Boundstone Road, Farnham, SuEey,
CU'10 4TR

Zon€12 M$ C G Molyneu Conifers, 6
Ludshott Grove, Headley Down, Bordon,
Hampshire, CU35 8BC

Rev. & Mrs D H Mortimer, 8 Ceorges
Mews, off Towers Wa, Corfe Mullen,
Wimborng Dotset, BH21 3uF

Zone14 Mr B Bemtsson, Kasen 5239, S-
451 63 Udevalla, Sweden.

RESIGNATIONS
Zon€ r Mr C A Weston, Whitehills,

Newton Stewart, DG8 6SL
Mrs B Harry, D€nnilne House,

Newburgh, Fife, KY14 5HS
Zone4 Rev. J Wri8hl19, Mosley Street,

Bamodswick, Colne, tancs, BB8 5BP
Zone6 MiDj Kirkland,42 Elwyn Road,

Hincklet t€ics, LE10 UE
zoe7 Mt A T Crow, Merrydowa

Wlartoi, I-€ominstd, Herefordshire, HR6
0Nx

Mr H Stre€t, 2 The Ci{s, ChiPPing
CampdeD Glos. GL55 6DL

Mr & Mrs D C Euires, The Shutters,35
Stockton lane, Stafford, ST17 OJS

Zone 8 Mr R H Bowerin& DeildY,

MrCGParry,48camelotWa,Tho hill,
Cardift CF4 9AP

Zone10 MrT A Rev€s,s3loiners tane,
Chalfont St. Peter, Buck.

Zon€ 11 Mrs BFNesbitt, Beningam4
19A Bumt Hill Wa, Boundstonc, Farnham,
Surrey, GU10 4RN

Mr w lngwqs€n,30, Halsford Park Road,
East Grinstead, Susse& RH191PS

Mr A E Gnmsdale,orchard Dell,wesi
Chilton, PulboroDsb W. Sussex, RH20 2LD

zo\e \2 Mt & Mrs J Lavender,
Crossways, M@re Gr€en Lane, Wrantage,
Tauntor, Som.rsct, TA3 6DB
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Mrs P E Thistlewood, Sunny Dell,
Thorness,NrCowes, Isl€of wi8ht,PO3l8NQ

DECEASED
Zone 5 Mr H E Stubbr 27, Anasgarth,

Harmby, Leybutn, N. Yorks. DL8 5PJ

DIARY OF EVENTS
March 9lh Midlands Group. Heather

Competitions,
Winlerboume.

Mnrch 24lh south west Group.Talk
'H eathlands', Ly.ett
Malnvers,

May 13lh North East Group. Open' 
Day, Housh.ll colleae of
Ag.& Hort.

Maylsth CLOSING DATE FoR
MATERIAL FORSUMMER
BULLETIN.

May 19th North East CrcuP. Ouling to
Har low carCJrd€ns &
Harogale.

May 19th Midland Cmup. Vbils to
Bridgemere & Dorothy Ctive
carden

Mav 19lh south East GnuD. Two- 
sarden visils in NewForEst

May4une North EastCroup.Visil lo
New.Jstle Botrni. Cardens,
Date lo be decideal.

July 5{th South West Group.
Southampton Balloon &
FlowerFestivtl.

July28lh South West Grorp. Visit to
David Edg€'s Nursery al
Veffood.

July29th Southem Grolp.Visit to
gardenat S.afo &
Sheffi€ld Park.

Aug.14lh Council meeting. RHS
Vin.ent Squate.

Aus,14/15th RHS Show & Healher- 
.ohpetilions, Vincent
Square, Londor.

SEPTEMBER
7TTV1OTH, 2OTH ANNUAL

CONFERENCE,
SPARSHOLT COLLEGE.

2Lrl23xd, Nonh East crcup.
crrPsh.rd G,rd;n F€stiv.l.
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