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When ltookovetthejobol EditoL one
ol ou mefihe9 wrcte to me with a list ot
subjects that he thought would be useful
ot interesting to be included inthe Bulletin.
One of his comments was, that to most
menbe6, Olficerc of the Sociely and
Commiftee membeE arc just names and
he thought that a bief biogaphical skelch
ot each would Wt some 'llesh on the
banes .

Ot course, what he rcally should do
and what he would lhoroughly enjoy once
he made the elfott, is to come to the
anraal Conlercnce- He would then meet
and speedily get to know, ntost, I not all
memberc ol Council and many very
intercsting and ftiendly 'ordinary

ANNUALGENERALMEETING
The Armual Cener.rl lvlceling ofthe Fleather Society $'ill bc hcld durnr8 ihe
ADnual CoDfcrcncc at Sparshoh Collcge, llampshirc on Sundaygfi Septcmber at
9.15 a. m. The Agcnda Ibr the meeting is encloscd with rhis issue of the Bulletin.

20rh ANNUAL CONIRENCE - SPARSHOLT COLI-EG4
I{AMPSHIRE ?.TOth SPTEMBFR 1990

memberc, none ol wlDn is otdinary at all.
HoweveL on his behalf,l have persuaded
ou Chai rman, Major G e ne ral Tu rpin, to let
me have some relevant delails which I
have atlempted lo lum inlo a nini-
biography and if you (and Mr Kingsfotd)
find il interesting I will twist the ams of the
other Council memberc to supply
infotmalion far luturc edilions.

fheHeatherSacietyonce again has a
Scottish Group and I an sirc that with
such an enthusiastb Chahman, as John
Williamson obviausly is, atu with the added
advanlages ol Norrie Robenson as a
membet and the tacilities of Cherry Bank
Gadens, it should do well.

Full details of the programme wcre
published in the Spring bulletin. The
!"rious prices per hcad for the weekend
are detailed belowr
Rcsidcnb Friday evening to Monday
rnorning, including 2 coach trips 497.00
Friday evening to Sunday lunch,
including I coach trip f71.00

Fdday evening to SDnday lunch,
including 2 coach trip! t75.50
Non-residents Whole weekend,
including ? .oach trips
Friday €vening, including dinner
AI Saturday,
including I coach tdp and dinner

s52.50
!4.00

t23.00
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A Sunday,
including I coach tip and dinner f2r.50
Sundaymomine,
including lunch
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indicating which g?€ of accommodation
you require. The final paymen t should be
sent toPhil by 2Uuly 1990, (togetherwith
details of special diets etc.). Cheques to be
made payable to 'The lleather Society

For anyone wishing to holiday in the
areaaround the conferenceweekcnd, the
college will be plcascd to take individ'ral
bookings (details will be enclosed with

b o o k i n g

f8.00
The residential pricesarsume a single

bedroom with en-suite showerand toilet,
however the mo.e usual single srudy
bedroom with shared facilities can be
made aleilable forf,3.50lcssperheadper
night. No double roons are available.
The pnces include VAT, gratuities and
entEnce fees, drinks ar r}le bar are at

Placesare still aEilable, so ifyou have
not already done so please sendyour f2
booking rce to Phil Jolier, 84 Kinross
Road, Totton, Southampton, SO4 4BN,

acknowledgenent) and ifyou can be in
the Salisbury/Devizes area on Monday
norning there isan invitation tovisitthe
garden of Des and Sybil Perry. Derails of
thisvisitwill be available at the Conference.

R.ILS. SHOW - FEBRUARY 20th & 2lst 1990.

Competition for Omamental Plantr from lhe Open.
Sadly, dere were not a mary entries as usual in the Hearher Classes.

Results:

ClN5. A Trce hea$ in bloon, one
vas. No entries.

Class 6. A I Iealh or hea$erin bloom,
one planr. 1 linky.
2nd NIr C Robcrrs.

CIa-$ 7. A lleath or Fleadrer oficr ihan
thoe eligible for clN 5, in
bloorn, onc iase/bowl. 4

lsL Mrs M Chapman. E tra r
d.arbmsis'JwPottd .

2nd. Mrs NI Chapman.Zt a
eanra'LouAhti\g'.
3rd. Mrs NI Chapman. tr.a
egaa' lVTRa.k l i f i ' .

Class 8. A IIea$ or Flcad,er shors lbr
foliage crcd, onc vase/borvl.
One entry.
2nd }lrs M Chapn,rn.Ihra
digma'Colden Iady' .
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APROFII-E OF OUR CIIAIRMAN
Major General P G Turpin CB OBE

Pabick Ccorge TDrpin was bom ar
Torquayon 2TthApril r91 ].When hewas
six years old, his father (who in rhe
tradition of many cler$men from Kjlvcrt
to Keble Mardn, had a grcar interest ir)
Natural History) became Re.tor of rhe
parish of Mamhead on rhe edge of
Dartmoor. I'le taught his young son ro
recognise the different wild flowen on
the moors (among ehich hcarhers
naturally featurcd) and to collecr and
press them, thercby instilling inro h;m a
love ofnature which has sraycd wir_h him
throughout his life. Later, as a jDnior
Omccr stationed at Aldershor, he had
ample opportunities rostrdy Ulhrna" Eio
.inereaand Eiea tetralixin the \ritd.

FIe was educarcd ar  I la i lcybury
College, and at Exeter College, Oxford.
IIe joincd the RASC as a Univcrsily
.andidate an d rvas corn missioned in 1934.
During the war he served:n rhe Wesrcrn
Dcscrtand inSicilyand I!aly.FIewas Bvice
mcntiored nt dcsparchcs, 1\as a\arded
the ORE in 1943 and ended lne \rar as a
brigadieratthe age of34.Afrcr rhe$'arhe
b e c a m e  D i r e c t o r  o f  S u p p l i e s  a n d
Transport at the lvar Omce, (wherc hc
ivas arvarded t}le CD) and Direcror of
Movemcnts at the Ministry of Dcfcnce.
FIe rctired from the army in 1966.

Among his many intcrcsts he lisrs

'Iennis (hc was Chairman and Presidcnt
of the Amy lnrvn TennisAssociation and
is a mcnbcr of tne Intdnational Club of
Creal Britain and the All f,ngland Lawn
Tennis Club) ,  Squash Rackec,  Clo l f ,
Natura l  I I ;s(ory,  Hort i (u l turc and
Photography. FIe is also an Author, as
apart from l-b c rnany articlcs he has ivr;tt{:n
for various journals, hc has wriu.n an
allustrared hisrory of rhe R|\SC l9l9 ,

1939,  enr i t lcd " Ihe Turn of thc Whcel ' .
Major Gcncral Turpin an.l hh Nife

Chcrryjoincd the I Ieather So. iety in 1 972.
IIe was electcd a memb.r of Council i'l
Apr i l  1976 ard bccamc Chairman in
November 1977.Since lncnhcand Cherry
have given much ol their time to the
Society. For rnany ycars thcy sct up and
manned (with a few williDg hclpcrs) a
Ilcather Society Stand at l.-cbruary and
August RLIS Shows a.d trorn pcrsonal
cxpcr;ence I knoiv what hard $'o.k that
can bc for hvo long days. IIo\rerer, *reir
ellbrlJ have brought many nct{mcmbcrs
irlto thc Soci.ly ovcr tbe ycars and I am
sure rhal if anyone has the lirre and
inclinalion to take over the lask aod man
a stand at one or 6!() ol the lltls Sholls
thcy will receive th e graielu I than ks olou r
Chairman and his wifc and will bc doing
a grcat seraicc to the IIea$er Societ,v.

\4SIT OF THE SECRETARY OF TIIE NORTH AMIRICAN
HEATHER SOCIETY

Mr Walter Wornick, Secrctary of thc NAHS recenrly paid a visir ro Brilain. ttc
managed tovisit drcgardcns ofsomc Hcatncr Society members, including rharofour
President and was ablc ro auend the Spring Shorv ar Malvern and also rhe Chctsca
Show, in t}lc short time he\vas here.
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BOOKRE\'IEW

Heathland Restoration: AHandbook

of  Techniques Produced bY the

Environmental Advisory Unit, U nivcrsity

of Liverpool. Publirhed in 1988 bvBritish

Cas, SouthamPlon.
With the hand of Man so widelY

diminishing our hearhery Places, this

clear and piactical production widr its

l60large Pages Plus l8  colour  Plates '  is

pertinent and welcom€ It des.ribes Lhe

differen t tt"es of heatl and, theirsoils'

gemination and the sorts ofdisturbance

ihey suf fer .  l t  thcn d iscusses the

methods of restoration, turltng, toPsotl,

litter, secd, cuttrngs, transPlanb etc

and how and when to use comPanron

plants,  fer t i l iscrs,  fencing and

hdbic ides to encourage me

establishment of heather. The book

ends with a fine bibliogtaPhy Even if

we are not directly concerned in such

work thc book makes good and useful

reading. Thejob could not have been

donc better,lwish I had come across rt

Daxid M'Ai'nocl

advm tages and d isa dvan tages oftB rious

GROUPNEWS

SCOTI-AND
Following uPon the aPPeal made to

members in Scotland in the SPring

Bulletin a mecting was arranged for

Saturday, sth May at Belt's Cherrybank

Gardens on the outskirs ofPer$ and of

course the home of  Bel l 's  Nat ional

Heaiher Colleclion.
The firsimember anived long berore

the scheduled time of the Deeting so he

rsas able to have a leisurely stroll around

parts  of  Lhe garden and the hcad'er

col lect ion,  a fu l l  rour  rcqui res 2 hours or

more.As orhersarrived itwas obvious that

\\,e had a sratirying ScngEphic,l sPrcad -

somerningaboutwhich $erehad in i t ia l l l

bcen some doubt. EventuallY we had

membcn from as far aPart as ryce in

Aberdeenshire and Clarks lon in

Renfrewshire.OuroldcstmcmberPrescnt
rdas none other  than'Mr St '  K i lda

Flea*e.s' himseli MrRJ (Rob) Brien of

Pitcairngreen Heather Farm, Perth,

attired as always in kiltand accoutremenIs'

Even as we were meeting in the

Rcception area of t}levisitor Centre il$/as

so very obvious that the friendlines and

know;dse sharing, rvhich it is so oftcn

said chi racter ises I leather  society

membershiP,was there in abundance and

in all aspects of our mutual interest 
.

Accommodation for our mce!ng nao

been arangcd by Mr No[ie Robertson'

Messrs. Bell's Flead cardcner, tn 1]ery

comfor table surroundings in  the

Company's Head Omce Building lle

welcorned all members and gave an

account of the Collcction\ development

to date, the vast expansion of heather

plant inggoingonrtP.esenrand d isPlaycd

and expla ined th€ p lansdeigncd byt  Iszei

Huddleston. This engendered so much

interesr, discussion and interchange or

experiences r}Iat anecdoles soon llowed

fr;ely, but e1'entually Mr Robertson

4
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proposcd thatl bc appointed ChainnaD.
Wirh tlle tour of $e collection slill on $e
prognmmewewere by ft is time som.'what

behind schedule but the attr'osphere

resulting from the Iicedom to chat had

been really ri'ordrwhile and Pcople had

reached the stage of being on Chrisdan

Business followcd ro the c'xtent of

forming a Steer ing Commit tce and

suggesting that at our next mectmg we

invite avisitingspcakcrorspcak.rs.Taknrg
the geographical  factors iDto

consideration dre question of the datc

and vcnue{as discussed. Onc ycar or six

monds wcre considered but cveryone
appcared to favour mceling soooer' The

agrccd date ivas Saturday, 25th August
1990at2.30pm and;n v idvol  rhe naturc

and ready availability of the facil;ties al

Cherry Bank itwas agrecd that tIe m eetrng
should again bc held therc

The qucstion of ofiicc bearers \!as

discDssed butin vie\v ofthc lime factor il

was decidcd thatonly $c Sccretary shoukl

be appoinled, the rcmaining posts to bc

decided at  theAugust  mccl ing.  Wi th thc

submiss ion deadl ine for  thc Rul lc t i r l

artjcles bcingso ncar,I was askcd to writc

as the local organher, rvhilc takirrg, Pro
tcmpore at lcast, the cDncnt dutics of

Sccretary in addition to Chairman
l he rdllingness o l rncmbcrs 10 allcmPt

to publicisc the Croupin their orvn home

areas was very hcartcnirtg.
NorrieRobertson lcd a conducted tour

ofthe llcathcr Colleclion and ansecrcd

rnany qucrics, ourafLcrnoon rvas roundcd

off with coffce and biscui$ providcd in

theVisitorCcntre. Thanksaere expresscd
for  a l l  thc fac i l i t ies and hospi ta l i ty
provided by iUessrs.  Bcl l 's  Dist i l lc rs

TI lli IILAI IlliRS(Xirr':r t nrx-r-1.: l r\

t]rroughout thc alicrnoon.
Thc cxpcrien( of th;s frrst me.tiDt{

has bc(:n lhat members have bccn lvilliDg
ro ravcl lo meel and talk with fcll.N
mernbersand that firstclass hcilitics ha!c
bccn enjo).d and apprccialcd by !ll.
F lowcvcr ,  suggcst ions ibr  a l ter .at ive
vcn u cs lvill alilays bcwclconrc in ord.r to
vary the t ravc l l ing conni t rDent  o l '
mcmbcrs. ̂ vow thata Scottish Group has
becn rc-torrncd it is hopdl rhat nany
more mcnrbers rvill rcspond by swctling
lhe initial nuclcus. We will enjoy $e
plcasurc o i  your  conpJny and yrn '  wi l l
cxpcrience a rcal wclcorrc in the groDp.
An opcn;nvi tat jon is  cxtcndcd to a l l
Society mcmbcrs to .onc a.d. jo in our

I often \\ondcr horv rnany members
w;ll have notcd thc rumbcr.JI urscries
and gardcn ccnrrcs r !hosc press
ad!cr t  iscrnents inc ludc thc a lnol t
ubiqui tous quotadon 'Wel l  ror lh  av is ; t '?
ile assurcd, that sarne quolalion must
surely apply !o lutu.. m.elings of your
Scottish Group, so do .ome along and
jo in uson Sarurday25lhAugustJust th ink
ofall tnoscsupcr c'aranarin bloom:l Make
anote h your diary, il is lvcll worth a trb.

F o r  a n y o n c  s e e k ; n g  f u r t h e r
iDlbrrnation about t}lc Group, IJryaddress
is 36 Smithficld CrcsccDl, Blairgowric,
l,crtnshire, l']IIl0 6UD. I'lcasc enclose a
sranpcd, sclladdressed envelope, at lcast
9 inchcs by 4 inches in size.

JatLnt wittiatud

MIDLANDS
' l  

hc M;dlands ( l roup 'net  at
Wintcrbourne on the evcrhg ol March
9th for ourannual tleather Compctitions.
Thcrc wcrc l8 cntries all looking vcry
good h spite of the cxtrcmcly carly
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floisering scason rhisyear.

Competitjon ResulLs:
Class L Eica carua in fiowcrl

1. Otwln Warncr
2.John Deam
3. Phil Yates

Clars 2- Erica hybrid in flowcr:
1. Olwln Warncr
2. Phil Yatcs

Class 3. Ileather for foliage effect:
L Olwyn warner
2. Phil Yates

Class 4. ATree Hcarn in nower:
l Olwln Wamer

Cla-rr 5. An Arrmgcmcnt in a baskec
I . Mary Llatton
2. OlwyD Wamer
3. Roscmary Radley.

The ovenll winncrwas Olwyn warner,
who is holder of fic Midlands Croup
Silvcr Cup for rhe sccond year runniig.

There was also a short slide show of
the placesvisited at t}|e 1989 Conference,
inc luding somc of  the oDtstanding
heather gardcns owned by members in
thc North East.

Our nextnccnngisfi xedforSaturday
18tn August, whcn I had hopcd toarrange
a visit to Mr & Mrs Ruanc's specacular
heathergarden near Oswestry. FIos ever,
Mr Ruane tells me drat several vcry dry
summers have decimated his heathers to
su.h an exrent t}|at they are not now
wor$ seeing. I have therefbre arfanged a
visi t to 'The DairI Flouse', Ludstone, near
Claverley. This isa 3 acre garden, ? miles
Westof Wolverhampton and South of the
4454.I hope to persuade theowner,Miss
Wood,  !o te l l  us a l i t t le  about  the
establishment ofthe garden on the day,
buratthe momcntshe isunrvell. we meet
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rt "l'hc D2iryl Iorsc' al 2.3{lpm, Sanrrday
lSLhAugust . l  eacaDnot  bc prov ided i  anr
afraid.

D4fnM I:trett

SOUTHERN
Fron zpm on Sunday 29th July, Mr

and Mrs Turrell ivill bc pleased to sec
Society members at  'Wi l lowbee,  44
I Ieadland .^.ven De, Sealbrd, Sussex.

Thanks to the presence of a small
polythene tunnel ;n his gardcn,John has
been busy t2king cuttjngs and these he
has kindlyoffcred tosell to thosc present,
with rhe procceds going to the Sociery's

As theTurrcllsare providing tea atfte
conclusion of the visit, would mcmbers
who intend to bc thcre please ring 0323
893257 at lcast drrce days in advance lo
assist with the catcring affangerncnL!.
Shouldyouwish to be assisted in reaching
the venue,  .John wi l l  send a snal l
directional plan on reccipt ofa stampcd
addressed envclope.

Thosewishing tomakc a norningvnit
could call in atSheffield Park, which is on
rbc A275, abou t seven m iles sou t| ofWyc h
Cross. Therc is a picn;c site ncar the
carpark in tlis in tcresting n_ational Trust
properry. Alicrnativcly, &ose lvho slill have
a yearning for stean locomotivcs could
satlsty their craving by visiting and even
travclling on lhe Rluebcll Rail$y, the
southern tcrDinus of'vhich ;s lcss than a
mile sourh of rhc ertrance to Shellield
Park.

Fore;therof tncse locations$ejourncy
time to Scaford, via Lc$es, is about 45

In view of the several options a\ailable
to mcmbers, $,hich could evcn include a
picnic by the sea, no prcdetermined
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asmblypointis planned for the mo.ning,
instead lnay we foregather (in large
numbers) a( the Turrell rcsidencc after
2P-.

Juh vth'/)
SOUIHWEST

The first meeting of 1990 $as rhc
annual  indoor meet ing ar  Lyr .herr
Matravers Village Hall in Dorser, on thc
afternoon ofsatu rday, 241h Mar.b. Th ilty
menbersgathered togcther ro heara ralk
by Andrew Byf ie ld of  the Nature
Conservancy Counci l .  The ta lk ,
accompanied by s l ides,  referred ro
heathlands in sevenl locations in rhis
country and d iscussed thc ccology,
management and .onservation of rhese
hea&lands. Andrew also menrioned rhe
peatextraction from raised bogsand the
problems associated wi th rhe raf id
disappearan.e of $cse areas. Alrogether
the talk rvas of great intcrcsr ro rhe
membcrsand promptcd inanyqucsdoos.

The talkwas follorved by refreshmenr
and thejudg;ng of rhc Table Shory, rhr:
results ofrvhich are dcbilcd bclon:

Class I. A !'.rsc or bo$l ofheathcrs in

lsr.Joyce Allcn,
2Dd.Val Davis,
3rd. Ph;Uoyner,
II.C. Nlikc KinsholL

Clasr 2. A va* or bowl of flowcrs shown
for foliage etTccL
1sr .  BobAl len,
2nd.Joyce lulcn,
3rd. PhiUoyner,
rI.C. Val Davis.

Thewinner ofthc BurfittBowl for $e
mostpoint! ovcrallwasJoyceAllen and I 0
members stagcd exhibits. My rhank go ro

'Il nt r IIiA't.r n,tR sodr,tIyIlrLLt rl\

A.drcw Byficld Ior rhe tatk an(l 10 rh.:
ladi.swho provid.d and he\,cd w;ft rhc

TheSouthanFon Ilaitoon and flower
Festival takcs place fton [ridayjuly6th ro
July8th on Sourhanpron Common. Once
atiain lh e horticu lrural mar.l D ees have an
abu.danccof  inr . rcsr ,w; lh lhelocat  group
itying thc ilag ofrhc I l.arherSociery. Any
volunteers to man rhe srand?

Saturday, 2sthJuly ar 2.00pm will be
the occasion of our annual nursery visir
and this will takc placc ar David [dgc,s
nurscry at Woodlands, ne:r Venrood,
Dorsct. Th is is a n urscry rvcll rvorrh seeing
and,  bc ingwholesalc,  i rsuppl ies many of
|he local horliculrurat sles oullcts wirh
rbc i r  healhcrs.  ' Iake 

rhc 83081 f rom
VeNood to Cranbornc and I t,/2 miles
Irom Vcnvood rurn lcfr for Woodlands.
About 1/4 mile furrhcror), on the lcfr, is
agmvcl rrack and rhcnurscryis along rhis

Irri{lay 7lh roMonday 10rh Seprcmbcr
is the wcckend of rhc llcarhcr Socicry
Corr fcrcnce (dcra i ls  c tscwherc in  th is
bDl let in) .  Thosc menrbc^ nor  wishing ro
take partas rcsidenlial or day visitorsare
\relcome tojoin usar!he HillierArborcrum
on the Sunday afternoon.

F i n a l l y ,  w o u l d  m c m b c r s  p l e a s e
rememb$ that if rhey rcqu;rc lurLher
derails ofrhevisirs rllcy should send me a
SAE.

?hiUqM
NORTH EAST

Like everyonc else, wc too have had a
very mild wintcr aga;n and rhe hear-hers
just rcvelled in it. Masscs of large spikes
and v ibraDt colours,  par t icutar ly  on
Mpctoun Ruby, rvhich rvere so cheerful
dtiring the dark grey days.
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Our outing to Newcastle Rotanic

Garden was scheduled for the lastweek in

May, buton their adrice this was brought

forward to APr i l  19th as thc

rhododendrons and azaleas $erc already

in bloom. So - fou een mcmbcrs duly

met at the Gardens on the aPPorntcd

e v e n i n g ' t o  b e  t o l d  b ) ]  a  r a t h c r

enbarrassed Dr. Trcvor Walker thatwhat

we had particularlycome to see had been

completely delastated by frost h{o nights

bcfoic. Never mind; thegarden itselfwas

a $'ealth ofinterest, \/ith plants and trees

from various Parts of the world and we

were shown several exPcrimcntal sits

which the University students use for

research. Thcre was evcn a bed ofPotted

dandelions!! By the time lvc had gone

round rhe gardcn on abittcrly cold, grey

cvening, wc were more than glad to get

ido thewarmihofthe troPical houses to

t}taw out and here we sawlemon' banana

and coftee treesand awhole house lirll of
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cacti and $r.culcnrs ltwas mostinteresung

and everyone enjoycd it.
Aswe anriciPatcd, we were once agatn

invitcd to have a st2nd at thc Cardcn

Opcn Day atlloughall on May l3th This

is always a pleasant day as we meet old

fricnds each year and ive were Plcased to

sccBeryland David Maynewho madc thc

iourney from Kirbymoorside. There was a

very good attendance asusual in spite ofa

dry, but chilly day.
Could I remind evcryone that rhe

North East CrouPwill havc theirAnnual

Show this year at thc Gateshead Garden

Festiql on September 2l st, ?2nd and 23rd

1990 and all Hcather Socicry members

are eligible to exhibit. Schedules can be

obtained fronme,MrsDorodryM \\'arner'
'Littleffofr', Pontcland, Novcastle on

Tyne, NE20 gBQ (with a S.A.E. please)

and I will be delighted to hcar lrom anyone

willing to hclP man the stand on any of

DtutbMWM

HMTIIERS AT THE CATESHEAD
GARDEN FESTTVAL

Lookoutfor ihe'Argyll and the Isles' disPlay at the [estiitl' $'herc members

maybe interestcd in th;'llcather Carden & Statue walkway"l h;s is comPosed

of Jeveral larger rl:an lifc figures, depicting various asPccts ofScouish hBtory-

ii.i"t CA"-l", " Viking Warrior. an ilticitwhisky distillcr etc ) in a sc^tling ol

several thousan d hcathe.i Th. rreathcrs rv"' gr"$r an d Providcd free ol ch{gc

bv members of the British Heather Crowcrs Association and planned and

ot"i.a U r'-ti."lt"*l stualcnts at Durham College of Asricultur-e and

ir".,i."rt *.1, *'" ""a ofthe !'estival the Plants lvill bc litted and lvill form a

permane tdisplay al thc collcge.

8
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SCRAPBOWL
Titbits of Ne\rs from Members

Letter to rhe Ediror
On page 83 of rhe 1989 year Book

thereisa listof distinguished membcsof
dte Societywho constirure rhe Technical
Committee. I do nor know whcn rhis
Committee originallycamc inroexisrence.
I have searchcd past Year Books and rlle
earliest refcrence to it seems to be in
1974, whcn Mr D J Small published a
short  not ice on page 34,  enr i r lcd
'Technical  Reporr  No l /73, '  on rhe
subjectof rhe response of hear}lercuuings

W})atI should likc toknowis, whathas
the Technical ComrDirree accomplishcd
in itJ lifcdme and lo ask whcther i. is
possible for a briefreport tobc publishcd
annually ofits activiries? Orho ordinary
members are grateful I am surc, as I am,
to Counciland Commirtee mcDberslvho
give generously of their rime ro Sociery
activities; it isall rhe morc iDporranr Lhar
the fruits of$cir labours should be knorvo

RD C Kiwlold Zau 9
I will ty and get a rcpty tot the nexl

Bulletin. Ed.

The lettcr belorv, was or;g;r)al ly sen r to
MrDavid lvlcclintock. FIe passcd iton for
inclusion in the Rullcrin as hc thought ir
would bc ofinterest to readers.
18Novenbcr 1989
Dear Mr N.Icclintock

In this year's Hearler Society Ycar
Book you g ivc some interest ing
dimensions ofhcathers, and sDggesr rhat
mcmbers might'better t}Icm'.

In Bulletin Vol.4No.l, Summer 1987

-Illl i 
IIL\'rI ]ER SOCIl:l.y aULLliI.I^,

a note rrom mc referred ro an Eico
dadq%a' tdthuJ John$rn'whichMs $en
6'x 5'. That year I had ro trim h as irwas
blocking a narrow gap berwecn rwo
lroughs. Itwas rhen 12 or t3 years old. Ir
d id notmjnd bc ing b immedand rodayis
ncar ly  back b i rs  o ld s ize. ' the cenrre
(highest poinr) already has good colour
b the nowers ovcr a patch 8,x 6',.

I  g ivc below thc Apr i l  198? and
Novembcr r 989 sizes for ' rr}lu rJohoson ,,

also tor tica cmea'Snarr\ Heath,, about
l4 or  l5yearsold nowburncver  t r immed.
I r  is justs larr ing ro l low€r,  hr ! rng 3 sf ikcs
whi .h hale turned patc p ink.  Nei lher
cultivar has cver bcen fcd.

' rfiu.lohnson'
t9a7 79 53.0"
1939 63" 45.a"

l9a7 76' 65"
1939 92" 7t"

27.5"
20.4"

21.t"
19.0"

YoM siacmb,
^hnDttuan (z.tu 9)

PROBLEM CORNER
Myprobl .m is  cars,which breakpieces

off rDyhealhcrs byrunning over rhcnand
ertn s'ttil'g on large hcarhers.ausing
thcm to bccome sffaggy. I have tried
st ick ing b lunt  p iec€s of  cane in one
heather ,  namcly Lr ica tet tu l ix 'A lba
Mollis', $hich uscd ro be beaurifut, bui
theyjust flatlcn dre ptanr a round thc
canes.l am going to rhrow this specimen

I would bcvery g.areful torany ideas of
help from oficr readers.

PaLl scatb,rn frm Boltin_
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Diflerences in q?cs ofpeat:
In response to one of the questions

posed by Mr Kingslord in the Autumn
and SpringBulletins (Mr Kingsford really
needsaltulletin all to bimset0 I wrote to

Bord na Mona,  the I r ish Peat

Dcvclopment Authoriry for accurate
information regarding the dircrences
between thc different types ofPe.l The
interest ing and informat ive le t tcr  I

received from their horticultural adviscr,

DrJ R Smirh, is reproduced belowf
Sphagnum peat and noss Peat are

di f ferent  names for  thc same Peat
or ig inat ing predominanl ly  f rom an

accDmulation of various sphagnum moss
species. This peat is gcncrally referred to
as white peat in the litcralure though the
colour varics from light to dark bro$'n
according to the age and sbge of
decoDposition. Sphagnum mossPcalhas
alow pH of3-8-4.4. This type ofpcat has
thc capabi)ityofabsorbing l0-15 timesits
weight in water but still rctains a very
good open strucrure ideal for roots.

Sedge peat as rhe nane suggests
conpr ises predominant ly  of  sedges
$ough some rceds and mosses may bc
presentThe PH ofthis type olpeatvarics
b€6{een 4.0 and 7.0. The bxrlrre tends to

be coarse and the absorption is much
lower $an moss pcats.

lUost of the peat in Ireland was formed
in shallow basins made ar a reslrlt of
glaciers tnousands ofyears ago. The basins

were frequendy lined with a thin layer of

impermeable clay. Lakes wcre raPidly
formed with a frjngc of fen swamP. Ovc.

a long period of time the vegetarion
gradually lilled up the basin forming fen
peat. Conditions of waterlogging meaDt
the $'ater was shgnant and of low oxygen
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content, preventing breakdorvn of the
plant material. Bccause lt
wct, sphagnum moss thcn continues to

growandformamound Themound may

contain up to 9890 water. The mouDd

rctains iti $'ater bccause sphagnum Pcal
binds water so emciently. Eventually the

mound can become sevcral feet deeP at

the centre. This is now known asaraised
bo6when dnined peatcan be harvested
for horticultunl usc.

LJ R Sni th

Also - proving yetagain thalsomeone
in the Society can usually come upwith a

knowledgabte answer to any query,I have
rcceived a lctter from menber, Mr Peter

Viclers,who hasa nurscry atDinnington,
near Shef f ic ld .  Petcr 's  le t ter  covcrs

diferenr aspects from Dr Smith's and
part ofhis lctter is reproduced below!

SPHACNUM PEAT & MOSS PLAT

are the same thing and should be stylcd
'Sphagnum Moss Peat', it is fomcd from
the partia)ly dccomposed rcmains of
sphagnum moss.  This Pcat  var ies

considerably, from the lightfi brousupland
peat from Finland and Russia, through
the medium fibrous Irish and Scottish
peat, to the dark lowland Peat found in
some parts ofEngland. Any one ofthese.

when mixed wifi perlite (or the correct
grade of grit sand) forms a satishctory

compost for rootiDg hcatlers.
SEDCE PEAT is formcd fron the

decomposed rcmains ofrccds and sedge
gnsseq theylacknbroDs textureand have
a lorv water holding capacity. Bccause of

thesc features,  sedge pear is  not

recommendcd as a rooting or potting

medium. I lorvevcr, because of$e lower

cost of sedge conpared with sPhagnum

l 0
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peatthere is meririn usingit ro condirion
soils that are too liqht or roo heaw.

BLENDED PTAT iS A MiXt;rE .f
sphagnum and sedge pear (e.s.. Humd
Carden Pear). This is che;pcr rhan
sphagnum pearaDd byusins a50150 mix
ofblended peatand pert;re I have roored
many thousands of hearher cuttinss.
However j  now u" .  sph"en,m oi t
eKtusivclya I ger consi!r", rtyg"od -"uls

petz Vi4zs Z@,

Adding yer anorher aspecr to the
subJect of pear in horriculru.c is this letter

Ithonifies me lhat I have aidcd in the
destJucrion of wondcrtul bogs, resulring
in $e loss of nora and fauna. by buyin;
moss I,eaL ln furure, ^-O MORE PEAT.

We have invested in a mechanical
shredder which devours smatt  rwjgg}
branches com plere wirh Ieavcs. The result
iswonderful compost.

ror a small garden any prunings can
be cut into pieces about l" loDg wirh
secateurs and uscd as mulch.  I t  is
surprising howfl owcrarrangemcntswhen
ililted and kearcd in rhis way makc
splcndid composr, quire colourfut too
f.om tne lolvcr heads.

t\16 D Moci@ Z,tu 12.

The bcst tiDe to rrim hearher cutin,:ls:
To add ro t}leanswergiven by Daphnc

t  vereu in rhe Spr ing But terrn,  re{ard ins
fie righr dme ro rrim hea'n.r c,irjna,,j
ako takc rhe dps orllhe cuttings as thcy
are hserted into lhc cuting composr
(aboutJune), in addirion I rrim asain as
each cutring is porled dre fo ow;ngspring.
r hcmorevigorous.utrilasol Enta umq

'I'I 
IE FII.A1-I]IR SOCIT,:fY I]iJLLET! \

antl many of the Eriea eindeanr'icrieswitl
be t r immcd again . tL , r ing May,  June &
July, with l}le rrimm;ngs being used for

This amounr of rrinming cannor be
undertaken by Iarge hcarher r urseries as
labourcostswould be prohibirive burvery
good quality, bushyplanr! do rcsultfrom
ttrrs trcarmenr, $,hich tny customers

peler UcA6 z.tu i.

Call Midge Danage on [ricas:
In the 1981 Year Book, I wrore abour

6e CattMidge (tyachttietta diuna) wh;.h
Sets into tc tlps of Dnca eamea.

Lasr lcar, 1989, Er King Ceorge was
r iddled wi f i  rhcse swct l ings,  .esul r jng in
vcry l i r r le  b loorn on rhc p l .nrs.  Tharspr |ng
I  (ut th(  c lun,p down rogroun. l1. re i ,  n . ;
growth appcaredand a ccrrain amounrof
f iow(r .  ThisyeJr  Isha (uragain anyf i ing
tnat  holds rhesc m;res and hope by nexr
year to have good hcalrhy ptantJ.

AII this carne f.on buying by post, a
plant whi.h was conbminated. I shoul.l
have known beuer and shoutd have
rcmoved lnc swollcn bDds but taitcd todo

Anyone finding thesc swcllings on rhe
rrps ot new grol|tls be warned. t he midges
emcrge rn abourjune, rhcy mare, rhen
sccrctc themsclves in rhe hearher rips an d
rurn the plants. 'Ihe 

only rcmcdy rhar I
havc found is to prune really hard after

M^ D Magi6 Z,N 12

t l
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OBITUARY

Members $ho have metand got
to lnow Don & Evelyn Richards at
Heainer Society Conferences over
the years will be ed to learn that
Eve\m diedv€rysuddenlyin F€bruary
of this year. Don is very sensibly
keeping himself busy with Parish
Council busincss and the voluntary
work with which he is involved.I am
sure that every on e ofyou who knows
Donwouldwishme to expressincere
sympathy to him on your behall
through the mediumofthe Bulletin.

VOL- 4. No.10. SUMMIIR 1990

DIARY OF EVENTS

July 6th/9th

July 28th

Jut 2s*,

Aug. l4lh

Aug,l46ll5th

Aug.r8th

Aug.25th

Sept.Tlhl 10*r

South Wen Grcup.
Sou.hampton Balloor &
Flower Festiral.
Southwestcroup. it
to Forest Edge Nrert
Southencmup. it to
Garden at Seaford etc'
C,ouncit M€etiDg' RHS'

RHS Show & Heather
C,mpetitiorc' \.hc€nt

Midlmds Croup Visil to
The Dairy Hous€'.
ScotGh CrouP. Meeting
at'Cherrybdk'.
2O{h ANNUAL
CONTERENC4
SPARSHOLT
COLLEGE.
North East Group.
Amual Show, Gateshead
Gdden FestivaL
Ctosing Date for
m.terial for ih€ Autum
Br letin.

Sept.2lsll23rd

Sept, 23rd

HMTHER HERTIAGE CUVTRE

Fleather now has i(J own Flerirage
Cent e, built by David and Bery l-arnbie
in Invernesvshire and opened in May
1989. The centre is devoted to all the
different aspects of hea'ier, ornamental
and useful. There are displays ofhcather
honey and honey dfinks and from a
viewing galleryvisitors cm see craftirorkers
making heather buttonholes, keyrings,
botde openers and pictures etc. Other
displays show thc ornamcntal uses of
healhers and also rhe importantand very
useful partheatherhas played in Scottish

The new centre covers 1.5 acres, it has
a plant sales area and a tea room and is
surely a must for heather enthusiasts
visiting Scodand.
The address is r The Speytide Heather
Garden Centre, Skye of Cuff, Dulnain
Bridge, Invemeseshire.
Telephone 047985 359


