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Therc arc two things whbh signal the statt ol the six- week ptting season on
out nurcery, one is the aftival ot the cuckoo and the otheL the rctun of the
swallows, who seem lo lind the muddy patches on the nurcery ideal maletiat fol
nest buiklirg. While they are engaged in mud gatheing they need to keep a keen
weathet eye open lot Seville our natmalade ca, who lies in wait tot them.
hcidenta y, although Seville may chase swalows he would not drcam ol haming
a heather. So fat this year the &ckoo has been very silent arcund this pan of
B ngsty, (though everyone else seems to have head hin) and we have had to
staft @tting without hin but the swallows arc aftiving a tew at a tine and are now
nesting in ou label shed.

At a cercmony to be held on May 29th ot this year at Ha ow Car, the Nonhen
Hotticultutal Sociely is to honou one ot the Heathet Society's most hatd-wo*ing
(and npdest) Courcil membeg -Alben Julian. He wil rcceive the Awad of
Ho@tary Menbership of the NHS fot his outstandiv sevices to that Socbty and
will be prcsented with a medal and a citation. As, by the time this Bu etin is
published the event will have already taken place, may I just say 'Congtatulatbns
Albei, we a hory you had a wondetfut evening' and ny thanks to Jean Snape
tom Zone 12 who made surc the Heathet Societv knew about it.

ANNIJAL GENERAL MEETING

TheAnnual CeneralMeeting ofthe HearlerSocietywill be held during r1leAnnual
C,onference atBelstead House,Ipswich on SundaySr-h September 1991 ar9.t5 am. The
agenda for the meeting is enclosedwirh this issue ofthe Bullerin.

21ST ANNUAL CONFER,TNCE - BEI.STEAD HOUSf,'
rPswcs, sutorK.

6TH - CfH SEPTEI,BER 1991
Full details of the programme were included in rhe Spring Bulletin, $e linat date

for paynent is 3 rstJuly 1991. Ifyou have not yet booked, please ger in touch with Hilary
Seager, Rose Cottage, Upper Streer, Baylham, Ipsich, IP6 8JR.
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The f ina l  date for  enter ing the
pho!€nphic competition (forwhichyou

d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e
Confercnce) is AugDst 23rd 1991. The
clases are as follows:

Best photographic print ofa heat}ler
garden Rest photographic print of a
heath er plan L Best close-up photographic
printof a heat}|er (fl oretorparto{, raceme

Dest colour slide ofaheather garden.
Besr colourslide ofa heather planL Best
close-up colour dide ofa heather (noret
or part of, raceme or part of).

Entr ies to: -  David Smal l ,  S l ide
Librarian, Denbeigh, All Saint! Road,
Crecting St Mary, Suffolk, IP6 8PJ

Competition for Ornamenlal Plants
f'om the Open. The combined enecG of
*re frost and snow in earlyFebruaryand
the closure of London's main line slations
on the I 8t}I February,asa resultof terrorist
threals,  were that  entr ics to the
Conpctition were severely restricted.

Thanks to the enthusiasm and
dedication ofMrand Mrs Chapman, who
setsuch a fine example to other members
ofdre Society, therewere en|Jies in both
Heather Classes.

It would be very much appreciated if
other members, who live within reach of
London, would rnake the ellort to enter
for these Competitions and help to
ma;ntain the high standards which our
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members have reached in the past.
Results
Class5.A heath orHeather in Bloom,

one vase or bowl. 4 enkies. tst. Mrs M
Ch^pm n. E. caw' Nancoates' 2nd. Mrs
M Chapman. L.r darleJens* 't{hite

Perfection' 3rd. MrsM Chapman. E. camd

Class 6.AHeathorl-Ieather,shoM for
foliage elTect, one vase or bowl. I entry.

3rd Mrs M Chapmzn. E. arborea
'Albert's Cold'.

TOP 20 HEATHERS

Membersareasked tolisttheirTOP 20
heathers,judging them for foliage, fl oyrer,
ease of growing etc.  The result ing
favouri tes wi l l  be announced at the
Conference and reported in theAutumn
Bulletin. I hope that at the same time it
wiu be posiblc to print the results of a
previous poll for comparison.

Send your list to: Hilary Seager, Rose
Cottage, Upper Street, Baylham, Ipsich,
Suffolk, IP6 8JR by August 23rd 1991.

HEATHERS ON POSTAGf,
STAMPS

Since writing on lhis subject in the
Autumn 1990 Bulletin, I have received
no. ?8 of t]re Dutch Society s publication
'Ericultura'. On pages 1417 is a list byJ
Delvaux, or the Ericaceae which have
appearcd on postage stamps from 1938 to
1988, some 114 in all. This information
adds thrce more ericas to my lisr: E. catua
fromWestRerlin 1973,30 +\spf, E. araats
from Equito.ial Cuinea 19?7, 2ek50 (what
is an ek?) ̂nd E. na't6n g from Madcira
1983, 30e. David Mcclintock

2 ,



VOt- 4, No. 13. SUMMER l99l

A MESSAGE FROM MERSEYSIDE
From time to time I have thepleasure

of speakingon ihephone tomyold friend
Rob Pickering of Formby, hn.ashire.
Bob hasnot bcen kcepiDg all thalwcll in
recent timesand had a spell in hospital in
1990. However he is still keen to meet
fellowmembersandalthough hemodesdy
feels that his own garden is not one he
could open to the public in any formal
sense, he sl^ he would welcome any
member "who happens to be passing
through"; he would ofcouBe appreciate
a telephone call orpostcard from anyone
thinkingoftaking up fiis offer.I mustsay
we have al$ays found plenty of intcrest
there and plenty to talk about when wc
liv€d in Formby. Bob also asked mc a
question $hich might be worth passing
on (unanswered). His garden is now
begirning to mature and he wonders
what to do whh plants which are now
growing too big and are growing into
each other? No doubt there isan obvious
anserbuta litde horticultural science is
being sought I beli€v€.

AUcn Hzll

PAINTINGS AT WISLEY
For someyears lhe RHS had paintings

made of plantrwhen fi eyreceived awards.
There are no fewer ihan 3,300 of ihese,
beautifully done and carefully stored in
filing cabinetr at Wisley. Eleven ofthese
paindngs are of heathers, \12 -C.1.'A\ba ̂
FlorePleno'.  September)938. DBMart in. '1
'H E Beare .  10 s€prember r92t s Rosex
Craig. 'H E Beale'.2l September 1943.A

J wise t. azrrrdii' 'Mr Robert'. 15 June
1925 E.F. 'Mount Stewart'. l9 May 1936.
AJwise (nrRed-PurpleT2C)'Riverslea'.
S0April 1946. AJ Wise (FLs Red -Purple
66C) E. canauculota 'Boscawcn's

'HE 
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Variety'.8 February 1937. Ex Exbury. (Fis
Purple 75D) The flowershave a lavcr)do
took,  ra$er  than rhe pale p;nk ooc
normally sees bur irwas hard ro march. t;
, " t /d&r 'Alba \4ol l is ' .8June 1927.  E.F.  t .
,agdr' 'Lyonsse'. 31 July 1928. E.F.
D. Lcnhtusa 2 April 1938. Ex lixbury.
Unsigncd.  , -  uer t ic i l la ta 'Maio.  .  21
August  1937.  UDsigned.  Thc only ptare
depicting details is rhar of'Lyone$e'.
Alfi e Wsewas theartisrarWisleyformany
years;whoE.F.was hasnoryerbeen rra.ed
butoncplate iss igned Eva F. I  amgratefu l
to l,eterBarnes and DianaMiller ar Wisley
for their help with this arricle.

D.  McCLinto. i

From the Newsletter of the North
American Heatho Society

From an English bee kccping book I
lear[edth^t E. cind.d^n.l L. tcttuIixgi\e a
normal t}?e offiower,honey, dough ir is
very dark colou red bu t ra lhnag;ves a\.ry
unusual honey. Ca una honey is \.ry
vBcous, almost jelly,like, which ncver
crystallizes like other honeys, it has ro bc
squeezed outofitr combwiti rhe aid ofa
pres!; it.ann ot be drained or cenrrifuged
oui like other honeys. Also, hivcs moved
to the moors in Augustand Seprember ro
t^ke ^dyantage of .d 1on bioomirg havc
to be furnished with preformed combs ii'
the bee'senergyis tobe focused on honey
making. With the shorrer, cooler da,vs of
autumn aspell ofbadwearher is bad ncws
for Lhe bee-kceper, and to maximise odds
forsucccsshehas totime the movc ro rhe
moors, not only wirh rhe addirion of
preformed combs but  wi th a f reshly
emerged brood ofen ergeric forager bces.
Well, why not? Doesn't hearher desenc



TWOBIOGRAPHIES

In a previous Butletin there was, by pop'ilar request (l hope) a profile of our
Chairman, MajorGen. PGTurpin andin |nisissue I am contjnuing the themewith two
more biographies, one ofour Past Prcsidcni, Christopher Brickell and t}Ie other of

Council Member Peter \tckers. I had been proposingto presenteveryone in some sort

ofsensible order but things are not working out like that, in the event I think it will
depend on who i (  lhe mosr iu \cept ib le (o r ' rm tu isr ing.

poRTMrT OFA PAST PRLSIDIIIT in 1969. Durinp rhjs time he mer and
CHRJSTOPHER DAVID BRJCKELL maniett Miss rejneue Ftecktoe and fiev

B.Sc., F.irrt. Hort.. VNIH """ ha'e rwo g,own-up daugh'ers. In
1985 he wasaDDointed Director Ceneral

Ch' i . ropher David Br i r le l l  Msborn (he p"r '  i .  t ' " tAr  roday)  wi(h
on ?gthJune 1932 in the small toM of responsibiliry b dle RHS Council for
Rodmin in Cornwall, the son ofa Master administration and execurion of th€
Baler. Bertram andlGthleen Brickell had Sociery's affairs atVincentSquare, Wisley,
two sons of whom Cristopher was the Rosemoor and RHS Enterprises. His
younger; his school days were spent at service tohorticulture hdbeen recognis€d

Queens College, Taunton, where he by the Royal Honiculrural So.iery with
tlxe al{ard of theVictoria Medal of Honour

By ttre tine he was five or six years of an d he has also been awarded the George
age, Chrisms developing a lively interest Robert White Medal of Honour by fie
in wild flowers, an interest his parents Trustees of the Massachusetts
encouraged.Afterleavingschoolhespent Horticultural Society.
ayear doingpractical work atanurseryin

THE HIATHER SOCIETYAUIIETIN VOL 4. No. 13. SUMMER l99l

Chris Brickel l 's commitments are

Science:  o lher  Scient i f i ( .  Adv;or) ,

Berkshire (where he devcloped a tove and legion, he hasbeen partjcularly aciive in
appreciation of herbaceous plants and the taxonomyofcultivatcd planb and has
alpines), before going on to read served for over 20 years as Chanman of
Horticulture atReading University. Alter fte International Commission for the
gEduating, he did two yea.s National Nomenclature of Cultivated Plantr and
Servi.e in the army, followed by a year's also as Chaiman of the Nomenclalure
research on Pests ofstored Producls. (A and Registration Commission of the
consequence of two years ofarmy food I Intcrnational Society for llorticultural

ln 1958 Chriswas appointed Assistant Consultative erc. organisations ofwhich
to the Botanist at the Royal Horticultural he is a Trustee, Member, Vice-Chairman,
Sdiew'sCarden atWisley, and from then Chairman or Presiden t are too numerou s
on his promotion through the rank of to mention.
the RHS was swifq from AssistantBotanist He has travelled to most parts of the
to Botanist, Senior Scientific Officer, world on plan t collec ting exped itions and
DeputyDirectorandeventuallytoDircctor. to visit botanic gardens and rescarch
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inst i tu tes.  As one would expecl ,  h is
horticultural interests a.ewide andvaried
but especially include woodland plants
(rhododendrons, camellias, magnoliat
alpines, bulbsaDd ofcourse healhers. He
is very interested in garden design,
partcularly as applied to small gardens
and the flora and garden pld rs ofchina,
South Afr ica,  G.eece and orher
Medi terranean and Middle Eastern
Countries are a spe.ial love.

Hejoined rhe Heather Society in r974,
being inter€sted in both the growing and
the taxonomy of  the p laDrs.  His
involvement in the nomenclature and
raxonomy of garden plants in general
and the stabilistion ofplantnanes (lam
sure we all ey'Amen'to his aims thefe)
has been especially beneficial to the
Society. In 1987, in conjunctionwithDavid
Mcclintock and Dr R Brummitr fiom
Kew, along and fullydocumented reporr
was put to the relevant autiorities wi*r
the aim of conserving $e name Erieo

Eica h.rbaeea which was
beginning to gain much acceptance on
the Conrinent.The majo.ity ofthe twelve-
man committee from around the world
were peFuaded by th€ argumenb put
fon'ard and although the ageementwill
not be ratified until thc nexr Botanical
Congress in 1993, ir should be passed wirh
no further kouble.

He isan aurhor ofnore, conFibuting
to many prestiSiou s journals and olher
publicadons, as well as editing several
rnore. I-Ie has been eithcr Ceauiior or
Author ofseveEl books, including (wirh
Brian Matthews) 'Dqy'rrr' - a guide to the
genus in cultivation; (with Fay Sharnan)
A guide to Carden Plart Conservation -
'TheVanishing Garden' and hisorr1}'An

TI]E HEATHF:R SOCIlil YBU!,I-ETIN

Ingl is l ,  f lor i leg ium wi f r  r ,a i ! r r inqs by
Mary Cr ierson.  ln  i989 h.  " ,s , r ' "  ta i t " i
in Chiefof that outsranding volxme the
'RHS Encyclopedia of Carden Ptan r! an d
Flowers'which no plani lover should be

The Heather Societywasvery forrunare
in having Chris Brickelt as hs presidenr
from 1978to 1990.Heagreed robeelecred
to tle posf afrer tne deafi of Sir lohn
Charrington (who had the idea offo..ning
the Societt, and was irs first Chairman and
later  i ts  second President)  and he
eventually relinquished the posr due tc)
pressure ofwork, as he felthewas unabte
to grve the Sociery rhe rime the posilion

GORDON PETER I'ICXERS
(hrorvn to his rnany friends as pet€r)

Peterwasborn in Shemeld on the3tsr
January 1925, tne son ofaBespoke Tailor.
During his childhood he moved in fairly
qui.k succession ro ftunrhorpeand then
to Doncasterwhere he received his main
€ducation at rhe Technical School. He
went on to the Technical College where
he sls "they pumped Engineering into
us".  Aft€r a f ive year Engineering
Apprenticeship he had a nunber oi
appointments, working during $is rime
to become a Chartered Mechanical
Engineerand a Mcmber of |ne Insrirurion
of Mechanical Engineen. He evenrually
worked forJamesNcill, the manufa.rurers
of'E( ljpse Tools , khere, d u ring rhe h{e n ry
f ive years he was wirh rhem, he was
Development Engineer,  Product ion
Engineer and Spe.ial Projects Engineer,
which includcd being Farher ofoverseas
Companies. Ar rhe age of sixry hc was
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made redundan t, along with many othe6.
The first garden that Pe ter ever had to

deal with was the Crace and Favour house
he wa! given when he firstwent to work
forJames Neill. He ev€ntually bought the
house fiom the companyand having read
that heathers were just the plant for the
Iazygardenerhe plant€d some. Peter was
soon 'hooked' and in a few yean th€
garden was planted with 1007o heathers.

A requ€st by St. Luke's Hospic€ in
Shemeld for a 500yd heather garden,
prompkd Peter to startprop€ating and,
as he succinct ly puts i t ,  an unkind
neighbour prompted him and his wife to
move house to his prerent 1/2 acre and
bungalow, 16 miles South of Shemeld.
The garden of the bungalow was a
wilderness, but after much hard work he
and his wife Sylvia eventually tumed the
wilderness into an attractive Heatherand
ConiferNursery. Sadly, Sylviadied in 1985
and since then Peterhasrun the nursery
on his own, with the help of some part-
time staf.

Peterjoined the Heather Society in
1970 and was elect€d to Council in 1971.
He is a long serving member of t}le
TechDical Committee and wasvery much
involved wi& the HeatherTrials atHarlow
Carr, which ran ftom l97l to 1975. Peter
edited the resulting publication at the
end ofthe trial and hewa,, also responsible
for designingThe Heather Society Colour
Cha.t. As a Council member Peter lives
up to hisYorkshire reputation and speaks
his mind come what may.

Peter seUs hisheathers bothwholesate
and retail. He designs gardens for locat
people and speaks on garden ing subj€cts
on RadioShemeld. H€ also gives ralks on
heathers to garden clubs etc. and writes
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the occasional arti.le. He has had articles
printed in the Heather SocietyYear Book

GeeYearBook for 1973, 1974and 1976)
and in that most pres.igious magazine of
the RHS, 'The Gard€n'. Howwer, thiswill
probably be Peter's lalt
nurseryman as he has decided to hanguP
hissecateursand giv€ alilde more time to
his  other  love -  the gent le ar t  o f

The Year Bookwill be sent out rather
late this year d e to the serious ilness of
itr Editor Be.ijones. Bert has recendy
undergone najor surgeq/ and, as I wfite,
is still in hospital in intensive care. The
latest news, received from Dia.e on the
2ndjune, i, that after a (hopetully) final
operation, the doctorsnowexPectBertto
begin to imp.ove and make a dw progress
back to health. I am sure you alljoin me in
wishing hirn a speedy recovery.

D4Ph^. Et6dl

MEMBERS LETTERS
From Delia P WyeN Zone 7

To continue la5t year's discussion on
keeping cats off heathers {or anything
else in the garden fo. thai matter) our
solution is to distribute bits oforange peel
around the beds and even on top ofvery
susceptible low growing varieties A
customer gave us this hint some time ago
and ir appears to work wcll. Try offering a
piece ofpeel to most catr andwatch them
back om Years ago rve were advised to
sprinkle orrrback doorwith oilof citronella
(lemon oil) to deter fie procession of
Tom catswho had adopted i.as a teritorial
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markingpost; the main problemwas |}lat
i t  washcd away.  Orange peel  is
environmen tally fiiendly an d, afier being
rain splashed, soon blends in leitn rhe
surrounding soil.

Sorryl didn'twite lasryear. Likemost
nurserieswewer€ too busy surviving and
cats were the leas! ofour problems.

Fron Don Richards Zone 4
Iwasflattered to be asked to open my

garden for a day under the 'National

Cardens Scheme', with the proceeds for
chdity and listing in the 'Yeliow Book';
there was a meetingat Sizergh Casde for
a l l  t } le  Cumbr ians l is ted,  to  d iscuss
armngements, disribute literature and
answer questions. The Nationat Trust is
much involved and I took the opporruniry
to raise a poina witn $eir representative.

Coming back from HarlowCarrin the
autumn, the moors above Harrogare are
a picture, with heather in full bloom,
whereas here in Cumbria the fells have
been scalpedwith ovcrgruing.ThcuFless
bracken takes over mor€ and more land
and the remaining vegeradon is cropped
closer and closer. On mentioning rhe
problern I was pleasandy surprised to fi nd
that lhe National Trusr (who own much
of this National Park) is well aware of th e
problem and is limiting rhe nxmber of
sh€ep on new leases.

SCOTI.AND
On a fine Saturday in March, thirly

three Scottish members and rwo from
Yo.kshire (Mr & Mrs Mqne) roured rhe
Bell's National lleather Colle crion ro view
n\e Enca catua culrivars in flowcr and

'I 'FIE 
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also a fcw of  the car l ier  f low.r r ing
L.darbnsis and E.digen varie!ics. Ilea(t
Cardener Notrie Roberrson (who ;s now
the secretary of rhc S.otish C.ou p) rook
members on a guided rorr r ofrhe ex I cnsivc
gardens and answered rheir questions,
they were also shol{n new beds be;ng
prepared for planiing the fotlowing seek.

On the way back for tea, which $as
supplied by Unired Disri crs UK, $cy
suneyed, inspected and photographed
the 4000 plants in 100 variedes, which
were ready fbr plantinS in rilne fo. rhe
iggl opening of the Cardcnt over 700
heather cultivars have nowbeen ptarrr.d.

Thenextout ingis  ro v iew rhe hcarher
garden at Edinburgh's Royal Borani.
Gardens, on Saturday 28th Sepkmbcr;
members please mee!atthe WEST GATI
in Arborerum Road at l.30pm. At th.
xme ofwi t ing I  do norknow who wi l tbe
ourguide on thar dayas rhere are due ro
be changes in senior sraffat rhe Boranic
Gardens.

liatie Rablrtran

NORTH EAST
On May l2ih we were again inv;red by

the Durham l lor r icu l rura l  co l lege ar
Houghal l  to  have a srand at  rhei r
'Cardeners 'Open 

Day' .  The sun shonc
most oftlle dayand,r'hilsrilwas brec21,, ir
was very pleasant and the Sardens tooked
most attractive. There was cherry btossom
in profusion and t}le greenhouseswere all
full of plants ready for the sumnrcf
bedding-out displays.

OnJune sftwe will be going by coach
to Askham Bryan jusr oulside \brk, so a
report of this ouring wilt be in thc nexr
Bulietin.

We hope to have ourAnnual shorv on
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September2ls tbutderai lsof thnandthc 22nd,  a v is i t  to  Wolsc ley Park Garden,
schedule will be sent to meml,ers when approxirnarely 2 miles norlh of Rugeiey
€rious points have been turat;sed. on l}le righGhand sidc of the A51 road,

The A.C.M. will be held on Monday travelling norrh bMrds Stone. Ry the
O.tober28th, in fieupslairsroom of $e .ntrarce isa Cramphorn ca.den Centre
yethoCist Church I'Iall, Ponteland, at complete with cafe and car park. Meetin
7.30pm when we Iook forward to seeing as thecarparkat I o'clock for a picnic lunch
many menbers as possiblc. before viewing the Carden - admission

DorothJ M warnd charge i2.50p. There should be a cafe
andposslblya newrestaurantopenwitnin

MIDIANDS the Carden for tea if required.
Thc Winter , /Spr ing heather

competitions were held atWiDterbourne
on Fr iday March 8th and af ter  an
exrremely dry Summer last year many
mcr)bers had dimculty fir)ding mar€rial
in flowcr. This year we had a sepamte
room for  rhe compet i t ions and a l l
members were able to parti.ipate in the
judging by placing 3p in the box by tie
entry theyconsidered to be lst,2p in the
2nd and lp in the Srd - a tolal cost for the
5 classes of 30p per menber, which was
deducted from the usual cost of the
meetings. The results were: Class 1 Any
E.carud - lsr D^phne Evere tt 2nd O l$]n
tvarner: 3rd David Radley. Class 2 Ary
heather hybrid - lst Daphne Everettr 2nd
Daphne Evcrert:3rd Olwyn Warner. Class
3 Any heathcr for foliage effect lst
Daphne Everetr 2nd Olq.n Warner: 3rd
David Radley. Class 4 A tree heafi in
f lower -  ls t  Olwyn Warncr .  Clas 5
Arrangement i. a basket - lst Daphne
Everetr 2ndOlwyn Wamer: 3rd Roscmary
Radley. Ihe overallwinner and thus the
holder of ine Silver Cup for l99l being
Daphne Everet t .  Af teMards Maur ice
Everett showed slides of entries in rhe
Ileather Classes at rhe RliS shows in

Our next event is on SaturdayJune

On Friday 30*r August we aim to trya
sutnmer flo{ering heathcr competrtion
for  the f i rs t  t ime.  This wi i l  be at
Winterboume; doors open at7.00pm for
a 7.30pm start. Also at $is meeting, Peter
Vickers (who has a heather nursery near
Shefiield) will give us a talk entidcd '30

Years of Fleather Crowing'. We hope to
have a good attendance forwhatpromises
to be avery good ericaceous evening.

Classes for the conpetition:{lass 1
Any E.ci@eain ower -in an Oasis block.
Class 2 Any ]?' /agaB in flower - in an Oasis
block. Class 3 Any rdhza in flower - in an
Oasis block. Class 4 Any cd lttnarot rotiagc
effect - in an Oasis block. Class 5 An
arrangemenr ofhcarhe.s in a basket.

AtourMarchmeet ingamemberasked
for another summer visit and wc have
been fortunate to beable toaffangeavisit
on Saturday September 14*r to Craham
Cookes' lovcly gardcn, Litde Froome, ?
Drayton Lane,  Fenny Drayton,  near
Nuneaton, Warwickshire. It is suggested
thatwe meetat l2 noon to see the garden
and have a picnic lunch on the lawn.
Afteruards we make our way to Mr and
Mrs Cooke\ daughter Wendyand son-in-
law Simon Law's heather  nursery -

Brooklards Heathers, Nuncaton Road,
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Advance notice - our Autumn Social Ctass 2. A vase or bowl of heatlers
Evening - Saturday gth November at shown for foliage effc.t. Joinr tsr Rob
winterboume; Buffet Supperand slides A enandJoyceA en. 3rd Maurecn Clark
of t}le l99l Conference at Ipsich. A full The winner ofthe Burfiu Ro$,t for rhe
programme - we hope to see you. mosr poinrs overa was Bob Allen and six

Da,id Radtry members staged exh;biis. My rhanksgo to
My thank to Darid for taking over t}le Nlen FIaI for rhe enrerr,tnme.r .,id to
reporting ofMidland Croup News. Ed. ine tadies who provided and hclped wirh

the refrcshmenrs.
SOUTHI{TST

The firstmeeting of l99l on Saturday
gth March, was much earlier tnan usual
becaus€ memberswere invitcd toview the
dnphy of Winter/Springfl oweringheaths
at the garden,hurserT of Bert and Diane

Jones. Plenty ofcolour Ms on show and
Bertand Diane guided us around all th€
stages ofheather culti%tion, from cuttings
and new plantings to areaswhichwere in
need of replanting, giving members a
conprehensive guide to heather
gardening.Asin the pait, Bertand Diane
showed us mawellous hospitality and I
am very grateful to them for providing us
with a very entertaining day.

The second visi! of *ds year was on 6th
April at the Lltchett Matravers \,tllage
Hal l  in  Dorset .  Members gathered
together for a talkand slide show Biven by
Allen Hall, the Organiser for the Southern
Group. Allen showed us some of his
excellen. close-up slides supplemenied
by geneEl heatber and garden slidesi
thes€ were accompanied by an infomative
description and gave us all a diflerent
view ofour favourite plants.

The talk was followed by refreshmeDr
and thejudging of the Table Show, &e
results ofwhich are detailed belorv:

Class l. A vase or bowl of heathers in
bloom lstBob Allen, 2ndJoyce Allen, 3rd
Maureen Clark. HCJoyce Allen

Saturday 22ndJune will see a visir (o
the Naked Cross Nurseries (formerty
Mar.well and Beale) and members shoutd
assemble at 2.00pm. Peter l'rench and
farnily have kindly offered to show us
around the nurseryasawhole. Wewilt see
ihe propagating area as wcll as rhe srock
plantrand the sales area and wi Il perhaps
get some information on Perer's idcas of
a display bed 'reference collecrion'. The
Naked Cross Nurseriesare siruaredjust to
the west of Corfe Mullen, on rhe Corfc
Mullen -Lytchen Minsrer road, I miie east
of the Poole - Blandford road.

The Southampton Balloonand Flower
Festival takes place from Fridayjuty5rh ro
Sunday July  ?th on Southampton
Common. Once again the Horri.utrural
Marquees have an abundance ofinterest,
with the local group fllng fie flag ofrhe
Heah€r Sociery. Any volunleers to man
the stand? Open heatherclasses are atso a
feature and details are alaitable from me
ifyou wish to take part"

Sunday l4rhJuly will be t}Ie occasion
for ajoint meeting between the Sourh
Welt Croup and Ihe Soudern Croup al
Wisley. Memben naymeerat lhe carpark
at l2.30pm for a picnic or assembte ar rhe
main entrance for a l.45pm start ro thc
tour.John Battyewill be guiding members
around Wisley'sHea$erCarden and RHS
nembers should brinS rheirmembership

- 9 -
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cards; please see the Southern Croup
News for further details. I thak Allen
Hatl for organising this visit.

F inal ly  would members p lease
remcmber thal if they require furlher
dehils ofthe visib theyshould send me a
SAE.

PhitJorncr

SOUTHMN
On lTth March, rhe Soutnem Group

visited Kew. We were privileged to have
withusmembers from nofewerthan four
other  Groups and four  members of
Council were also present.

We were metat the Tempcrate House
by Mr Hans niegner, Assistani Curator,
who descnbed the Collection of Cape
Heathers and their cultivation in a gla$
house.Theoctagonalconse atorycovers
100 square metres and is of Victorian
design.  The cape heather  bed is
constructed literally over staff quariers,
Daking it, in the words ofMr Fliegner,
"lnc first roof garden buitt at Kew".

There are about 50 varieties of cape
healh grof^'ingand most{ewinterspecies,
nowering at Kew from November ro
Mrch; this follows the \4ctorian tradition
of the winter garden. South African
summerfl oweringvarietiesaenotneeded
because there is so Duch of interest at
Kew in the summer. The heathers are
planted in a well draincd compost in
which'lumpy' peatandlori'pH gri.feature
prominent ly ;  Mr F l iegner ruefu l ly
commentcd that Kew now has a ncpeat,
cnvironmentally friendly policy, perhaps
thepolicyisnotsofriendly to the heafi ers.

Watering is mainly done by hand to
make sure the heathers get enough but
not so much as to encourage fungi. The
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tempcrature is conholled ro be frost free
but otheMise there is plenty ofven tilation.
Windows are lcft open mosr nights but
there are stalf on duty to close them ifa

Mr Mark Br idger ,  Arboretum
Supervisor, who looks after the hardy
heather SardeD at Kew, told us that the
pH of the soil in $a.areawasveryvariable.
Although the natural soil was sandy and
light, soil with a heary clay content had
been imporlcd some time in th€ past;
p lanl ings in  the heather  beds were
therefore concentrated,  though not
cxclusively, on winter nowering hcat}lcrs.

The ncpeat policy was causirg some
problemsand barkand pincneedlcswere
now being used as mulchcs. Some ofthe
older beds had becn prepared using
possibly roo much pea! lnese had now
become averyacidic pan; a more recent
policywas toincludesome manure in the
first prepaEtion ofa new heather bed.

Ikw do litde propagation ofheathers
themselvcs, relying on the tnde to supply
themwhen newplantingsare needed but
a 1ew of tle less usual cultivars are grown
and there are 16 ofthe European species
represented in the heather garden.

Future programme
The programme for the Southern

Croup for fie remainder of 1991 and the
early part of1992 are given below.I have
sketch maps and other information
relevant to neetings and members are
requested to send a stamped addressed
envelope if they would like copies; I shall
update this at Christmas for the coming
yea. As always, members ofotlercroups
are welcome tojoin our neetings

July 14th -visit to Howards Field, RHS
Wisley (Jointneetingwith South Western

_  ro  g ,oup )
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On SundayJuly l4rh, ajoinrvisit for
the Southern and Soufi Western Croups
has been arranged to the new national
heather  col lect ion in  the Royal
Horti.ultural Society GardeDs, Wisley. A
new area in Howards Field has been
planted with many hundreds ofhearher
cultivars in an attracrive open woodland
setting, the traditional arrangement of
conifeN plantedamong heathcrshas bean
dropped in favour ofshrubs, ericaceous
and otherlvise, plus the existing mature
trees. Our visit will be led by MrJohn
Baitye,Superintendenrof theFlonl, Rock
Gdden and Batdestone HittDeparrnenlJ
atWislel, whois amember of r}le Heafi er
socieq/.

It is suggested that participanrs migh r
like to start the day with a picnic in the
picnic area outside the rnain entmnce at
about 12.30. We shall however assemble
outside t}le main entrance at l.30pm for
a l.45pm srarr There will be no charge
foradmittance on this occasion burrhose
of us that are RHS membe^ are strongly
requested to bring t}leirRHS membership
cards. Sundays are RHS membeFonly
days and special a.rangementiare being
nade for our members. I am sure lhat
non-RHS members wiu wish to respecr
rhis and will undersrand rlEr rhe tourwill
be to Howards Field ONLY; there is
however plenty to o.cupy us there.

RHS Wisley isabout20 miles soudl of
London, on theA3 and alsojustsouth of
junction l0 on the M25, it is very well
signposted. Those travelling souin down
the A3 will Deed to get onto r}le norrh-
bound carr iageway and rhere is a
roundabout two or t-hree hundred yards
south ofthe Wisley turning. Travellers by
public ranspor! could make use of the
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Green Line coach No.7l5 from oxford
Circus or from the Friary Bus Srarjon ar
Cuildford. The No.?40 Crccn line coach
from Victor ia  a lso gocs ro Wistey,
passengersshould however ask tne driver
to stop at the Cardens.

Octobe.6th - Indoor Meering, Wisley
About 18 months ago, Jock Vi.kery

asked me to present some slidcs ofclose-
up views ofheatlers but uDforrunarely ir
d id not  prove possib le to f ina l ise
arEngementi foran indoor meeting last
year. I am glad tobeable toreporrrhatrhe
Director Ceneral of the RHS, Mr C D
Brickell, haskindlyagreed thattlle Society
may have the use of a lecture room at
Wisleyon 61h October l99l;I propose ro
make a presentation of some slidcs,
thereby fu l f i l l ing a long-standing
commitnenL I alsopropose that we have
a heather competition thatday, whi.hfill
be open to all nembers. Thcre will be
modestprizes for the following classes: 1
Thc bestbowl orvaJe of healners in fl ower.
2. The best bowl of hcarher chosen for
foliage, anyspecies, whi.h may be mixed.
3. The best arnngement of flowcrs and
fo l iage iD which hearhcrs musr
predominate. Otler Croups have I know
had a good deal of fun with lo$' kcy
competitions ofthis sortand I invite your
participation.

The meetinSwill begin at2pm and we
should assemble outs ide rhe ma:n
enFance to the RFIS Carden. Wisley ;
bavet arrangemen ts are as above. Wisley is
situated very conveniently for road
transportin the Southcrn Groupareaand
there is some public transportas$'ell, so I
trust the venue will prove sarisfactory b
nembers. The neeting is once again on a
Sunday, ie. on RIIS mcnb{yonly day as
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tar as the Carden is concerned; HS
memberswill have free admittance to rhe
lecturc room but not the garden. The
facilities are beingoffered free ofcharge,
though itwill beappropriate forthe Croup
to make a donation to RHS funds and
RHS membeE are again asked .o bring
their cards with tnem.

NI)ffYEAR
March 22nd 1992-VisittotheHea|}|er

Garden, Valley Gardens, Windsor.
This visit, to see the winter heathers,

will be lcd by the Keepcr of *re Gardens,
MrJ D Rond and we plan to meet in the
car park of the SA\4LL CARDENS at
1 lami  f i  iswi l la l lowus tomakethe bestof
rhe early spring day and afterwards
ncmbcrs may like to visit the Savill
Gardcns restaurant  or  bookshop.
Altnough March 199? seens a long way
ahead, l  inv i te  you to make a note of the
date. Do bear in mind that the Spring
Rulletjn does not usually appear in time
lor our early meetings.

I look foMard to seeingyou all at our
meetings, which are characterised by
rr;endly companionship and good talk.
Incidentally,Joan mdlplan tobcwcaring
our Heather Society badges on the visits
so thatyou can recognise us more e^ily.

A Llen HaU
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DIARY OF EVENTS 1991
Jue 22nd Midldds CroupJ visit to

Wolseley Park Gadem.

Jue 22nd South West GrouP, visit to
Naked ctos Nueries

July?fi South W€rt G.oup,
Southmpton Baloon and
Flower F€stival

July 14th Southm and South Wst
Gbup, joint vbit to Wisley.

Ang.30th Midlands Group' Heather
C-mFtition dd lalk.

Aug.l3th Healh€r Society C-ecil
Me€ting

Aug.l3th/l4th
RHs show & Heathe'
Cnmp€tition, Vmcent
Squ2ft.

Sept.6th/9h
2lst ANNUAI-
CONTf,RT,NCq
SUTT'OLK

Sepr l4th Midlan& Grcup, visit to
Little Frcome,

Sept. 2lst Norrh fast Group'
proposed &le of Amual
Show,

Sept.28!h ScotGh Group' vi'it.o
Edinburgh Bobnic
GddeN,

Ocr 6th Southem Group, Heather
Competition dd slides.

Oct 24lh CLOSING DArE FOR
MATER]AL FOR TTIE
AUTUMN BIJLLETIN

OcL 28ih North Ean Group,.dG.M.
Nov.gth Midlan& Group' Social

eveMg.

1992
Mdch 22nd Southern Group, visit to

Valey Gald€rc, windsr
Great Pdk.


