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Anothet Confercnce has come and gone; the Bufteily Hotel at Bury St.
Edmunds did us proud. My own (puely perconal) opinion of this yeat's Cont'ereroe
is that it was one of the best, tuth stimulating aN enjoyable.

We werc joined this yeat by tho very aftable Hon. Seuetaty of the Nonh
Ameican Healhet Society, Walter Wonick (l lppe he is pleased to see the'Hon.'),
v,/hose fiendly wit nade him many fiends ovet the weekend. Waltet is prcbably
quite nrc as an Ameican, in having an English Chutch Bell ingcibed with his
narne, it hangs in Evesham Abbey Chutch Towet. By the way - can anyone tell me
what a grcund-hog is? Waltet tells ne he has then in his gatden but when asked
what a grcund-hog is, he says "lt is just a groufr-hog" whbh doesn't help a lot. We
have ruled out squirels and hedgehogs, possuns and raccoons, so please, what
is a grcund-ho??

It was also bvely to see ou Yeat Book Editor Bed Jones at the Confercnce. A
Elimline'Ben at the monent aftet his seious illness, but it was goad to heat his
voice (and his views) as robust as evet.

As a change lrcm heatherc we even did a little delou on ou way back to the
hotel one day to vbit the sea sl]prc, wherc out Prcsbent showed us harned
powies and nrc seapeas growing in the shingb.

AGM BUTTERFLY HOTEL . 8TH SEPTEMBER I99I
The Chairman welcomed members

to the 28th AGM ofthe Heather Society.
He reported that it had been a mainly
uneventful year for the Society. He said
that many new heather cultirars are
still being named, most ofthem being of
no great worth but making a geat deal
ofworkfor ourRegistrar. He also report€d
that Hugh Nicholson, who was one ofour
earliest members and who has been s
member of Council (thell a committee)
since 1963, has decided to retirc.

The Chairman deplored the lack of
support for the RHS Heather

Competitions which, in recentyears, have
depended on the dedication of one
member. At the August meeting our
kesident, by entering himself and
persuading otheB, pushed the number
ofplants present€d to 45; Major Cieneral
Turpin appealed to those memb€rs who
live close to Lndon to support the
Heather Classes at the Shows.

It had been proposed and agreed by
Council that Mr. AlbertJulian should be
made aVice-President ofthe Society in
recognition of his valuable work over
manyyeam.
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In the Annual Report from Council
the Hon. Secretary, Pamela lae, told
members that, as usual, ithad metthree
times in the last year. However, the
February meeting had had to be
postponed for a month or so when the
IRAcaused chaostoBritish Rail andthe
August meeting was held in a Public
House as the RHS rcoms werc being
renovated. Counci l  meet ings being
thirstywork, there were no complaints.

Membershjp of the Heather society
now stands at 1150. The new
Membership List and up to dat€ Index of
Year Books are due to be pubiishedthis
year.

She totd Conference that a Summer-
bouse has been er€cted at Wisley,
adjacent to the new Heather Reference
Collection area in Howard's Field,where
a plan ofthe heatherbeds will eventuallv
be di sptayed;thisplan will enable visitors
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to frnd any particular cultivar in ihe
planting. voluntee.s to help tokeep the
Collection weed-free will be welcomed
with open alms by Council member Andy
Collins, who is in charge oftheheatherc
atWisley.

A report from the Technical
Committee stated that the Intelnational
Register of Heathers is still being
compiled, with 2462 cultivars now on
computer. About V2 of these are in
geneml cultivation. The Preferred List
ofheatherc is to be redefined shortly to
take new cultivars into consideration.

The Hon. Treasurer, Des Oliver,
answered questions arising from the
audited accounts, of which everyone had
a copy. The only unknown factor was the
publication costs of the Intemational
R€gister for which money has been set
aside .

22nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The 1992 Conference will be held in
West Park Hall, University of Dundee
from 11th t 14th September' The Hall
consists ofan old stone Mansion House,
standing in i ls own grounds, in a
re sidential part ofthe west end ofDundee,
overlooking the Firth oflay. An extension
has been added to the house to provide
t)?ical student accommodation in single
rooms, with a limited number of tri/in
bedded rooms. The cost of the full
conference, includingtwo coach trips, is
expected to be about 9120.00.

Prepa8tion oftheProgamme is well
advanced and vrill include a tour of the
Bett 's Cherrybank Gardens. This
eigbleen acre garden is one ofthe most

which contain a National Heather
Collection (over 700 cuitivarc at the
moment and sti)l growing).

Advance bookings may be sent to
Kenneth Mccrindle, 1 Drummond Rise,
Dunblane, FK15 oEXwith abookingfee
of f2.00 per mailing. This is to cover
administrative costs incurred by the
organiser and is not a deposit on the
conference fee. Full  detai ls of the
programme will be included in the Spring
Bulletin.

beautiful jn Scotland - seven acres of 2
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Chairman's R€port liom the
ROYAL

HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY SHOW

Ornamental Plant Competition.
August 13 and 14 1991

There arcten Heath€rClassesin this
Competition. Although the 45 entdes
made a colourful display there were too
few competitors and the stendard of
entry was lower than could have been
expected in such an important
competition.
R€sult.s.
Class 1- 3 Distinct heathers, one vase/

bowl ofeach. 2 entries. 1st.
No pnze awarded. 2nd.
Mrs. M. Chapman. Colluno
u ulgoris'Dmmla-,'Ma;r's
Variety' and lvlite Mite'.
3rd. Mr. David Mcolint ck.
Cdlluna v ulgar is finamed,
Daboecia Waley's Red' and
E.cinereo Seed)ing

Class 2. Erica uagans, one vasq/bowl.
9 entries. 1st. Mrs. M
Chapman. Unnamed. 2nd.
Mr. David Mcolintock.
Unnamed seedling. 3d. Mrs.
M Chapma.n. 'Mrs. D F
Maxwell'.

Class 3. Ccllluna vulgark, ^ single
fl owered colowed cultrvar,
one vase/bowl. 3 entdes. 1st.
Mr. R Camemn. Unnamed
seedling. 2nd. Mrs. M
Chapman. 'Sunrise' 3rd. Mr.
David McClintock.
Unnamed.

Class 4. CaIL nd ,ulgaris, a dovble
fl owered coloured cultivar,
one vase/bowl.4 entdes, 1sL
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Mrs. M Chapman. 'Radnor.'
2nd. Mrs. M Chapman.'Iib.'
3rd. Mrs. T Forbes. 'Tib.'

Class 5. CaLIum uulganr, a sinsle or
double flowered white
cultivar, one vasdbowl. 4
entries. 1sL Mrs. M
Chapman. Unknown. 2nd.
Mrs. M Chaprnan. Unknown.
3rd. Mrs. T Forbes. Japanese
Whit€'

Class 6. tnca cinerea, any cultivar,
one vaso/towl. 7 Entries. 1st.
Mrs. M Chapman.'Hookstone White.' 2nd. Mr.
David McClintock. Unnamed
seedling. 3rd. Mr. David
McClintock. Unnamed
seedling. 4th. Mrs. M
Chapman. 'Cevennes'

Class 7. Daboecia, any species, hyb d
or cultivar, one vaso/bowl. 3
onr ; .c  rc r  N^  ^ ; "a
awarded. 2nd. Mr. David
McClintock. Unnamed. 3d.
Mr. David Mc{lintock. t
alba.

Class 8. Any heather species or hybrid
not specified above, one vase/
bowl.4 entries. lst. Mr.
David Mcclintock. E.
termindlis 2nd. No award.
3rd. Mrs. T Forb€s. A
lerminolh'Ihelma Woolner'.

Class L Any heatherjudged for foliage
efect, one vasdbowl. 3
enties. 1st. Mrs. M
Chapman. E. arborea'Albert s Gold.' 2nd. Mrs. M
Chapman. Catluna v ulgaris'Oxshott Common' 3rd. Mrs.
M Chapman Calluna
uukor;s unknown. 4th. Mr.
David Mcolintock r. orboreo



THE HEATIJER SOCIETY BULLETIN
'Estrella Gold'

Class 10. Decorative _ Heathers to
prcdominate. 1 entry. 1sL
MIs. J Wright.

A MESSAGE FROM
THE EDITOR OF THE

YEAR BOOK
I was very touched to be shown

the pile of cards and letters on mY
arrival home from hospitsl, and to
be told ofthe many telephone calls
with good wishes for mY recovery.

That recovery is progrcssing '
but oh so slowly! I would find it
difficult to wite and thank You al
indiyidually andhopeyou will accept
this note as a token of mY sincere
thanks.

Bert Jones

Therc werc about 40 entlies for the
vadous classe6 in the photographic
competition which was devised by David
Small (t}Ie Socieiy's Slide Librarian) and
was detailed in the Spring and Summer
Bulletins. The mtries weieiudged dudng
the Conference by one ofthe speakers _
Mr. Michael Wafien _ a Professional
photogmpher who specialis€s in flower
photography.The resultswere as follows:
Slide of a lleatlg Garden:

1. David Matne, North Yorksbire 2
Daphne Everett,Ilerefordshire 3. James
MacKay, Aberdeenslure.
Slide of e Ileather Plant:

1. Daphne Everett Herefordshirc 2.
Brita Johansson Vargon, Sweden 3.
William Gridley, Essex .

vol- 4. No. 14. AtrruMN l99l
Slide of a Heather Raceme or Part
ther€of:

1. Arthur Dome, Seattle, USA 2 Don
Lockie, Somerset 3. Phil  Joyner,
Hampshire.
Pdnt ofa Heather Garden:

1. Mrs. Nichol, Alrshire 2. David &
Rita Plumidge, Co. Durham 3. David &
Rita Plumddge, Co. Dwham.
Print of a Eeather Plant:

1. Pamelal€e, Surrey2. PamelaLee,
Surrey 3. Robed Nichol, Ayrshie.
Print of a Ileather Rac€me or Part
ther:eof:

1. Adhur Dome, Seattle, USA 2.
Pamela Lee, Surrey 3. Arthur Dome,
Seattle, USA

TOP TWENTY IIEATIIERS
David Small also asked membe$ to

send him a list of their Top Tventy
I{eathers'so we could see which cultivsrs
are the current favoudtes. The results
are a6 follows:
E 6mea Myretoun RubY n
Cqllund uulP 'Kinlochruel' 23
E cornea SprjnF ood Whiie 2l !
Euapau Mrg D F Maxwel 2l
E amq Foxhoito$/ 18 '
E @.nea 'Am Sparkes 15 L
Eaiora Albeds Goid 13 7
E rdarl T,IzeY 13
Callund uulp tseolevGold' 11r!
E.rigeu 

- 'GoldenlrdY 11
Eeniem 'WTRacklitr 11
Ca M vult ?et€t Sparkes 10 '1
cauum uuE Silver l(nisht l0
E amq 

- 'Ifins Georee' r0
E uagqnt qr'alerie ProudleY l0
Callina uulp Drkress' 9 '
CaUundDuI; Tib' I
E cdrwd 

- 
Westwood Yelloq/ I

E eigead

'C D Eason' 9
'IdshDusk I

A surprising number of ihe very old
cultiva$ are obuousb still 'top of the
pops'but David was rather ihsappointed
that more people did not respond.
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Aprofile ofour Presid€nt -
DAVID MCCLINTOCK

Artist ML Rarmaad Piper

David McClintockthe only son oftbe
Reverend E L L Mc0lintock of
Glen daragh, Crumlin, Northern Ireland
and Margaret, daught€r ofJohn Henry
Buxton ofEasneye,Ware, Hertfordshire,
was born on the 4th July 1913. He was
educated at West Downs Schooi
Winchester, fo])owed by Harrow and
TlinityCollege Cambidge and qualifi ed
as a Cbartered Accountant in 1938.

Davidjoined the TA in 1938 (in the
Hertfordshire Yeomanry) becoming a
Majorin 1942 and Lieutenant Colonelin
1944. Alter the warhe \rasCommercial
Manager for Air ConhactorsLtd and in
1951 was appointed Chief Accountant
and Administrative Officer for the Coal
Utiljsation Council. (In tbe ear)y days of
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the Heather Society, neetings were
occasionallyheld at the headquarters of
the CoalUtilisation Council, courtesy of
David).

David'smotherhad been a memberof
the Wild Flower Society early in the
century and she encouraged his sisterto
keep a wild flower diary, helped by the
family govemess; when the govemess
left to get maried, David was asked to
help his si st€r complete her diary for that
year. Until then his latent aptitude for
plants had not been roused, in all his
schooling he was never taught any form
ofscience but, belpinghis sister proved
the fillip and he too joined the Wild
Flower Society. He was soon closely
associated with it, becom;ng its first
Chairrnan in 1981. Between 1935 and
19?9he recorded in his Diary some 3380
plants in the wild in the Bdtish Isles.

In l940DavidmarriedAnne Dawson,
a Majo/s daughier from Miserden,
Gloucestemhire (who was also a keen
member of the Wild Flower Society);
they have 2 sons and 2 daughters. In
Who's Who he lisLs his recreations as :
Anythingto do with wildlife, gardening,
music and (in hisyounger days) sh ooting,
fishing, tennis and squash. David has
been involved in andhasheld high office
in, many Societies, including President
of ihe BSBI (1971-73) the Ray Society
( 1980 -83) and the Heather Society 1989.
He was, for three years, a Vice President
oft}le Linnean Society and is the Vice-
President for Great B tain of the
Intemational Dendrolory Society. He has
been Vice-Chaiman (to the Directorsof
Kew) of the Scientific Commjttee ofthe
RHS since 1981, actually chairing it
nearly 60 times and was atone time on
the Council of the National lYus! he is
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also a Membre d'Honneur of La Soci6t6
Guern6siaise.

David is s prolific author, contdbuting
to and writing innumerable books,
magazines andjoumals and in 1956 he
and Richard Fitter wrote 'Ihe Pocket
Guide t Wild Flowers, published by
Collins. This was reprinted 12 timesand
sold some quarter ofa million copies. His'Guide to the Naming of Plants', which
appearcd in 1969 (and was pritten wiih
special reference to heatlers), is an
invaluable publication. In the 196ds he
could be heard regularly on various BBC
radio programmes and sometrmes on
TV (one ofhis broadcasts was from the
garden of Buckingham Palace); in fact
he orgarlised a survey of its natuml
history which was published in book
form in 1965.

David has been founder member of
many Societies including:The KentlYust
for Natwe Conservation (of which he
has been Vice-President since 1963),
Kent Field Club (he was its President
liom 1978 - 80), Garden History Society,
Irish Plant Society, IW Society, Bamboo
Society and, of courue, The Heather
Society. In 1981he was honoued by the
RHS with the Veitch Memorial Medal.
Our Presidenthas seen, in thet native
halitats, all the heatler species native
to the northem hemisphere. With Chis
Brickel'l and helped by Dr. Brummitt of
Kew, David was responsible for putting
forwad the argument which has ensured
thatBrica c ar nea r emains car ne a, r al},e!
than Erica herbdcea, a name which was
becoming increasingly accepted.

David has found and named several
very good heather cultivars (see list at
the end of article) including his own t
cilialis 'David Mc0lintock'. lhis plant
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was found growing in a gorse bush in
Camac in South Bdttany in 1962 and
was propagated and introduced by
Aldenham Heather Nurseries (now
gone).Itere is quit€ a story to th e naming
ofthis new plant. In 1968, the Proudleys
exhibited it at an RHS Show labelled
Eri.a ciliari,s NewVsiety and as such it
was photographed by a photographer
from 'Amateur Gardening' magazine.
David had sugest€d that the new plant
should be called 'Camac' but the
Proudleys hoped to cal l  i t 'David
McoliDtock', so they wrote his name on
the back ofthe label. Later in the day the
photographer came back to take a second
pictue, he somehow dislodged the lab€l
and put it back by the plant with David's
name on show This picture appeared in
the next issue of the magazine, with
Daviafs name clearly shown - so the
plant became E. ciliaris 'Da''tid
Mcolintock.

David has lived at Platt in Kent since
1945; his three acre garden has been
featured on TV and is included in The
Englishman's Garden' by Alvilde Lees-
Milne and Rosemary Verey. In hi s house
he has a workinglibrary ofaround 4000
volumes, incluihng all the editions of
every book on hardy heathers published
since 1843. In his capacity (unmentioned
until now) as Intemational Rrgistrar for
the Heatler Society, he keeps a card
index with information on nearly 3000
heather cultivars, also thousands of
letters on heathers which have been sent
tohimoverthe years. DavidMcolintock
and David Small are now working
togetherto getthis wealth of information
put on to computer to foIm the basis for
the Intemational Heather Regrster-

David Mcclintock has done, and
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continues to do, a great deal ofwork for
the Socjety.  His knowledge and
enthusiasm for all thinas horticultural
js remarkable and I whole heartedly
aSree with the lady who wrot€, in a
profile about him for the Wild Flower
Society, "One marvellous quality he has
is that he answers letters promptly,
nearly always by retum".
Cultivars found and named by David
McClintocL:
CaIIuna vulgaris 'CasLle ofMe!'Crimson Glo 'Dunnet Lime"Grey
Carpet"L'Ancresse"Grey Seedting,'Lemon Gem"Prizewinney' Znca
machaia nn'D onegal" Galicia"Shining
Li$ft' Erica cinerea'c.temsey Lime''Guemsey Pink''Guemsey Purple''Guemsey Plum"Angarrack"Jersey
Wonde/ tnc{r en€,eno 'I;sh Dusk''Irish Salmon"Irish Silvel Ertca x
sruatii 'Irish Lemon' 'Irish Orange''Nac]ungi Erba carnea' Lake cada'
Erica scopafur'Made;ra Gold'
Cultivars found but not named by
David McClintock:
Eri.ca camea'Daids Seedlln{ Erica
cil@rrs'David Mcolintock'

SHEILA'S DIARY OF A
HEATHER GARDEN
(As sentto our Treasurer Des Oliver -
who was responsible forTHE PLAN).

SIMMER 1990 Des desiens THE
PLAN for Sheilts Heather Garden.

EAITLY APRIL 1991 - cleared the
designat€d area of mses bansplanted
these to Billy's patch! Forked over and
weeded.

Visited Blairhoyle Nursery 30th
APRIL and talked to Mrs. Cadright.
Borrght my Junipenls sq udm ata.
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Having failed to get my rocks as
promisedby a Dutch landscape ga.d€ner
jn Tillicoultry (who obviously had bigger
and morc lucrative customers to attend
to) finally located rocks (fiee) at a local
farm via a conversatio. in the pub.
Collect€d rocks, with BiJJy and his pick-
up truck s help, on 2nd MAY. Started
digging and prcparing the rock area -
shifted about 20 barrow loads of soil.
(Then went to a ladies teep fit' session
mad or what?)

3rd MAY- started settingin the rocks.
BilV is quit€ fascinat€d - stictly a bedding
plant man.

sth MAY - finished puttingrocks jn.
Billy final]y understands THE Pt-Al\r'.
Dug in mme peat, pulled out buttercup
roots, rubble, tiles, door h an dle, buil ders
nails. Staked out area accordingtoTHE
PLAN. Counted up plant numbers
required.

6th MAY - Blairhoyle to buy plants.
Only 5 tlee heathers availabie and a
world shortage of'rrca'Silberschmelze'.
Bought some alpines for the rocks, four'Sunblesd trays in all - 181 one year
plants at 50p (discountedfrom ?0p). Mrs.
Cartwright asked who had done THE
PLAN and knew (of.)) Des.

Tried to get 'Si lberschmelze'  at
Callandar Heather Centre -just man aged
?x2)T olds. Bad news - this was Bank
Holiday and the place seethed. Got a bag
of peat.  Tree heathers and'Silberschmelze' are gmwing and wiJl be
ready (for sale) in 6 weeks so I'll have to
be patient.

(Same day) - Washed rocks - Des was
right about the colour, the red sandstone
looks good. Also a bit of quartzy granite
which I like. Laid outpotsin appropriate
arcas and start planting. Did about a

1 -
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quarter before sunsetand drizzle (Billy
kept trying to feed me coffee too). In the
usual Westfamily hadition I wanted to
getthe whole lotdone at once but had to
be sensible. Och Welll

8th MAY - alier a heary squash game
with mybrother Peter(who was visiting)
did another hour's planting. Our cats
and Billy's dogappreciate the new pubiic
convenience and are alrcady makjng
use ofit. Sue (neighbour) came over to
admire the impl€mentation of THE
PLAN. Sue and Billy have expressed
interest in the spare 190 plant pots
generated by the exercise! Still quite a
few plants io go.
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gthMAY djd 2hourspiantingbefb.e

the Street Fayre meeting which we
hosted. Still 30 or so plants to go.

10th MAY - finished plantingatlast.
OldJockfiomover the road came overto
admire tle wo*. Billy (who swiped rny
unwant€d'Silberschmelze' cuttings to
try and root them js now talking about
havingtwoheatherareas nearhishouse.
A convert!Removed stakes and strings.

1 1th MAY - rcturned Sunblest trays
to Blairhoyle and bought the only 5
'Silberschmelze' in stock - planted these
in. About another 10 needed and a few
tree heatheN and that s itl

It didn't take too long once I'd gotten
round to it.

COOKE'S DREAM?

Last September members of the
Midlands Group visited my garden in
Warwickshire andthe previous night we
had had the frlst Iain for many weeks. As
I walked around the garden in the
moming(as I domostdays) with the sun
shining and every.thing looking so 6esh,
I realised that my love ofheathers has
remained as strcng as when I first
discovered them many years ago.

That day, as I watched ow \'lsitors
taki ng many photographs, I wished they
couldhave seenlhe garden aslhaddone
earlier, with the bright early moming
sunsline, the long shadows ald the
droplets ofovemigtrtrain on the flowers
and on the fo)iage of the hees; on a
Sept€mber mominglike this the heathels
look breathtaking.

It is twenty five years now since a
frjend asked me to accompanyhim on a
visit tn John Irtts garden in Windlesham,

Suney- I couldn'tbelieve my eyes,I was
overwhelmed by the sheer variety of
shapes, coloun and textures. I retumed
fiom the visit completely looked' and
sufedng from a very severe bout of
teatherfever'which was to last formany,
many yearc. This chance visit changed
my life completely because, five years
tater my wife and I bought tbis house
{afur first t€ sting the soil olcourse)and
what was then a rough orchard was
landscaped and tlansformedinto alovely
garden, which we like to share wiih
others as often as possjble.

Things really took of in 1974, alter
my million to one chance discovery ofa
double flowered white spar| on CaLIuna
'H E Beale'; this was to be come CdIIuna
uulgods'My Dream'.In 19?9 the Royal
Horticultural Society awarded it an
'Award of Merit', an experience that
thilled me to bits. During the following
fifleen years we were to propagate
thousands ofheathers and my daughter
Wendy js still doing so at her nursery
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'Brooklands' at Mancetter.

Some seven years ago 'My Dream'
produced a golden fo)iaged sport which
was subsequently registered as'Golden
Dream', and wasfollowed twoyearslater
by a pink flower€d sport with golden
foliage, which I named'Pink Dream'. All
these planLs have double flowers and the
same habit as 'H E Beale', Fom whjch
they originally came.

All in all - fiIieen excitingyears , very
hard work but very worthwhile.

Gtuh@a Coohe . Zone 7

SCOTTISH
- OnSaturday28thSept!mbertheS.otrish
Group h6d an outing to the Edjnbuleh
Botanic Gadens t *e the Hea the! card:n
there. Seventeen Scottish menbers took Dalt
in the visit and we were rorned bv iour
vjsiting menb€rs fmm Enqland.

Mr. Bill Tait, the carJens SuDervier.
gave u s a short hislory of the cddens before
takj ng us on a sui ded tour. Hal f wav round
the Cardens therc ws a break for La and
biscuits and we were shown slides of
ericaceous and other plmts, sutis.ble for
growins with heathers. It was a most
inieresbjng day marred only by hea!" rain
andlery wet conditions underfooL.

On 2nd Novemb€. rhe S.ottish srouo
will }old a commjttee neeijns ro Dtan irs
1992 prcsramme.

No..ie Robe son

NORTH EAST
- It seems a very long tjme sinceJune 8th

when we had our enjoyable Annut Ourins
to Askhan Bryan nee York. Askham Brvan
is an Asdcultural and Horticultuai CotLse
e there was plenty ofi nre rest for evervon'e:
even a l isht -hear ted bur  madder ins lv
d€ceptjve quiz had been anansed. The
heatherbedswerepBrtiolar-lyg@d.-t gerher
wrrn a derrgnrrur  woodtaDd sarden.
herbarmus bordes. shrubb€ries, rc-k saden
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an.l a greenhou* d€vor€d !o elh!: evenconceivable planr the tus qa. o,.r]lowin!
on the retum iournev.

This yeaour Arirual Show was heid onl tept€mb€r  21st  AND 22nd at  Cowel ts
at w@ singr^n, lust th.eem esl rom rontetand.  weJoined up qt f  ther\ew-casfle Evetung chroni.at Flotrer Show

and nop€d Lo gan some useful pubtt.irv forthe HeatherSo(iety. Unfortunatety, for {merea$n ve know not what, rhis did notmarenal2e, but anlvay we put on , realtv
spre!.td showkrth l49exhbits. Many pspt;
were aiounde.t that there werc so msnvdrfier_ent heathers - and rhe* werejust rh;r8t€ uowennS varjeiiesl Mike Hirst lromHoughalJ juclged the Show and the resutts

""ft"Hi"'.;:ii'J"i[:.X"J#x,"#
aro ucnd Kob€rus. Best in Ctasses 13 lGveia, Dcorr nobby ,r'homps^n Memorial
rrophy_tor Best rixhibit jn Show Mary and

Well DonelThey werealt*orth) M nners.
,. uur rhanksyeragain loDavid 6nd B€ryt
lEylte wnogave us their valued sLrpport at

^ The rc-pon of our AGM to be hetd onucbber zdth wrtt t€ in the next Bullebn

MIDLANDS
...  Unfor tunaie ly ,  the ptanned ! is j t  row-ors€tey t ark Gardens, Rusetey on Junezznt1, h^d lD be abandoned due ro thepersst€nt heav7 rajnfa . The few hardr
$uls wnom-et in the csr-park decided rt besi

.... Aitte meeijngon Friday 30th Auqusr arwrnrerbournei Etrendance was smatl and
our nrsr propo*d comp€tibon of summer
rrowenng heaiherc d id not  r rke ! lacehowever, this allowed more bime f;r ou,
speaker Mr. Perer Vrckers. perer,s talkent'tled 30 Years ofHeather cro$rnC wswell 'llushated with slidesand w:rs fo ow€dby much disussion. Especjally jnreresrins
wa rhe useotmshedrf tk  su lphur ,  at  8 tdoq q€r sqla*-y_Erd, rorn.rease rhe acrdrty ofa DgnEso tprr  / .b) .  A lsohight ishred was thermport€nce ot fr'mming hearhers, esp(ralty

. .  On Septamber 14th the weather  t ras
Klnder io us and we enjoyed another esit ,o
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Grahm C@kes' lovely garden at Fenny
Davton ftome ofcdr!,d MY Dream and
oth;rs). We are always made welcorne by
Gralam and his wife and thev joined us as
we pi.nicked in the sunshine. Graham
suprisd.ui atl by t€lling us he is now
- 

allir lmch we *t off in convoY, with
Cralarn s suide, to hft daush ter and son i n
law's nurstrv. Brooklands Heathers, at
nearbv Mancitter, where we were greeted
r,v windv and her voune son B€n. The
nir*rv rJ*i otrby aviry aatractive heather
Dlstins at tle side ofthe road and it ws
interesdns t *e how well it had developed
since we Est visit€d several years ago.

March 13th 1992 is the dat€ set for our
Winter Heather Competitions; details will
be s€nt out in the Jduary newsletter. We
welcome atl nemb€rs to orrl meeti.ss, so if
voD do not receive a newslett€r but would
lil<e on€, please telephone Daphne Evereit
on 08854al2206.Thismetingwjll,susual,
tE heid at Wint€rboume which is the home
ofBim nsham Universjqy's Department of
c6nrrnui n;Studies(a maD isava;lable).'I}le
doors Mli-oDen at ?pm ior members who
wish to anaise theitexlibits in advmce of
the me€tine ai 7.45. The ovemll winner will
receive thefuidlands Group silver cup.

For next summer we have received o
invitation t the East Midlands, t visit
Crail Nurseries md the sdden ofmembers
BobudJmie Rope. The date is ta b€ decided.

D@vid Radley Nebstette. nePotte.

SOUTHERN
Visit - May 12th The weather this )€e

h6 been mixed &d Drior ho the Southern
Groupvjsjtt Ri.hmond i t had ben cold and
wet. However, on the day ofour vj sit lhe sun
smiled on us and rnade a sood visit
outstandine. the Isabetla Plantation in
Richmond Pak has looked b€tter in yeds
wjth warmer sprinqs but ihe nowen were
nevertheless magnificent and members
$eatly enjoyed them. One djsadvbtage of
thefine weaiher ws that msy others took
the opportunity Lo visit the platation as
well ,nd rbis save sone ofus dif6culhes in
' 

We-went on t visit Jmn and Peter
Hmc@k ai tseauchanC. In view of the
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in.lement weather in the weeks prior to our
visit, Pet2r had v€ry thoughtfu)ly amnged a
visit to the hou* next door - 'Cedar Court' a
manor originalty built in 1483. We were
shown mund thisfine old hou$, nowa private
s.het, by a channins member of star who
poinied out ihe oak panelling and ihe fine
stanedsla$windowsamonsotherleaiures;
we then-rcpaired t Joon and Peter's lovely
sarden and to the delicious t€a which they
iad DreDared. The hot atummn mellowed
into-a lovely evening and the lensthening
shadows pro\4ded sone re|resnrng snaoe.
Everyme adnired the .foice plantings ol
shrubs and h eathers 6t geauchamp and ot
cou* eveflone talked and talked whi.h is
mainlv wut our meetinss de about. We
were ;ivilesed Lo have the company ofour
chai;a n, Major Gen. P G 1\: rpin and Mre.
T\rrpin and of our Secetary Mrs. P B ke.
Oui$ateful thanks go to Joan md Pet€r lor
allthattbeydid t mke our d€y so enjoyrd e

On 14th July the Southem and South
West€m Groups had ajoint outing to se the
new heather garden atWisley. The usii. by
coutesy of ihe DrRtor G€neral of the RHS,
Mr. C D B;ckel. was led by John Battye,
SuDenDbndent of the Floral. Rock Gaden
sa Battlestone Hill DepartmenLs. We were
eccompanied by Mr. Andrew Cdlins who is
r€sporsible for the heather garden in
HowedsFieldandis nowone ofourCouncil
Membels. We are graieful to both for iheir
contlibution to the visit but especially to
John. who tumed out for th€ visii, €ven
thoush he had nota t tha t bim e fully recovered
Fon a painful illness.

39 nenbers drawll about equally from
each sroup pdticjpated and we once more
had tfie pleasure ofthe company ofMr. and
Mrs. AJ Stow ofthe North Thames GrouP.
Not a few met beforehand for a picnic i n the
leary picnic arca outside the Garden and
again we wce-{avour-edby alovely dayi.there
wa preniy ot sun ror pnobgrapny Dur a
senre breeze and some clouds made lbr a
verv Dleasant altenoon.

The earlier plantings in the eErden ee
now rnarudng 6nd are lokrns very good.
John explaned thai newbeds arebeing dug
so that additions can be made b rhe 650 or so
varieties atready there. The firs[ beds to be
made contain heatherc and enca.ious shrubs
snd in $me ofthe lat4r ones, heathers will be
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combined with rhododendrons or dwarl
conifers. The sil at Wisley is very sendy md
free drainjns so manure! mainly wood
shavings, is added at the on*t to provide for
moistu.e Etention latll on. Irrieatim is
also provided ud this has enablad young
ptants to su.vive the last two hot dry

It was cood ta met old liiods and some
new ones. Amonsthelsttolea\€ the heather
garden that dat ws our Presjdent David
Mcclintock, who had added much to our
visit with his knowledse-able comments. Mv
ihsks so io Phjl Jo'rrarfor his ontlibuho;
t a successful outins.

22nd March 19921have arreg€d a visit
t the Valley Galde6, Windsr. Assemble
at the nee*y Savil Gardens car park at
l0.45 for en 11 am siart. This timinp should
al low us to make the b€st ofthe earlv SDrins
&y. Mr. J D Bond, Keeper of the dariensl
hs kindly asreed to lead the t ur. T'be
Vallev Gardens contain on. of the b€st
heatfer and snall conifer collEtions in the
Country and I have s€lected a dat€ in March
for our visit to enable us t see the wint€r
heathers in flower. Since our last visit iD
1988 nanynore cul tivalshave be€n planied.

The Savill Caden car oark is b€€tleehed
frorn ihe A30 road, about a mile south of
Esham (jncj deDtatiy the AS0 road int€rs€cts
with th€ M25 motorway junction 13 at
EghMI Driving south fton Eshm on the
A30, look out for Wick Road on the fisht
hmd side at Ensleffeld Creen. 1{ick Road
leads jnioWick Loe and the car park is on
the left hand side of this red. there is a
restauant and booksbop at the Savill
Cardens and there are some ple€sant Inns
neeby, it should therefoD bte6y for us to
8et something to eat afterwards. I plan to
nave a news sn@q summansrng next years
vists, ready for the ne w yed;thiJwjl li;clude
sketah maDs of the leations- If wu w.uld
tike a copy-ple@ *nd a stamped;d&essed
envelop€ to ne at 18 AlburyAvenue, Chean,
Sutton, Surrey, SM2 ?JT. With all good

AUen Hdll (Southe.n G.oup
Oreaniset)
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SOUTH WEST
OnSaturday 22nd June, menbers viEirad

the Naked C&ss Nurse.ies (fonnerlv
Merwell & Beale) and were welcomed b;
Peter lYench and his fsmily. lnitially w;
wer€ given a short hr story ofthe n ursery ard
then allowed to roanr aound the tunnel
houses end the pmpagation area. Latar in
the atumoon we moved doen t the s6les
eea to wander amongst the broad colletion
ofplanrs andshruh - aDd ofoulse -heathers.
Adjacent to the sales area &d the car pek,
Pet€i hs .reat€d a display bed of heaahe$
alld inteDds ta crcat€ further display beds so
as to qive visitors a eood idea of the ranse of
heathe. culrivds atailabl

The alt€D@n was rounded ofr vith t€a
aDd cakes in  one of  ihe 'backroon'
glasshouss, sewed to us by Peta/s wife and
sist€r. I would like to thsnk Pet r and his
familv for their kind hcDitalitv.

Tie sourhmpt n B;ttoo;dd Flower
show wehel dilom IYidavJulv 5th bo Sundav
Ju)y 7th and our Smei wis repre*nt*il
with a St€rd. Althoush the Stand was in d
competitjve ctass Gth other specietist
societies,ourairnwast Fovidei formation
to the public wirh the aid of sone disolav
plants, display boards and the lerflat pai:k;.
The event was only made pGsible wj th the
help of sone of ihe mernb€rs who manned
the 6tand md I thank John Bridgtand, Olivia
Hall, Joy.e Allen, BiU & Joan Vi.sry, Henry
sd Anne Prinsle and John and Jennifer

ffial 
ror *re time *.y spent {lins the

On SDdayJuly ?th, Allen Halt oryanised
a joint meeting of the Souih West and
Southern Groups. Thi! rneeiing has be€n
report2d in detejl by Allen rn the Southern
Group Ne ws butmy thanksgo to Joh n Batwe
and Andrew Coliins for giving us their tine
udt Allen fo. oBanisiDg the event.

Now to nextyear and ihefirstneetingof
1992 will be held at rhe Lrtchett MatraveE
Villase Halt on Saiurdai 28th March ar
2.00pm. ft1e int€Dtionis to give nernbels the
opportunity t show thejr own photogEphs
sd sldes lo the meetins. So piese brins
your photographs and sl-ides, partiolarli
those of events in which we have all taken
part. We will also be having the usual Table
Show with the followins Classes:
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Clas 1. A vase or bowl of heatheB in
blem Clss 2. A ve or bowl of heatheE
shown fo. foliage etrect.

hizes will be awarded and the Burfitt
bowl, currenily held by Bob Alten, will b€
awarded to lhe exhibitor with ihe mostpoinis.
Llt heLi MaLIave$ is situated 6 miles ftom
Pole dd 1 mile wesr ofthe P@le-Blandford
R@d.TheVi l lageHal l isonthe wests jdeof
the Hish Street, just north of ihe Rose and
Crown Inn; ample peking is availaue and
ihere will be a charge t cover expenses

Iris intended toorguisefurther meetings
for I992 and lhese will be snoun.edlaterin
the Spring Bulletin. If membels rcquire
more detajls of visfts, plea* send me two
SA-E'S in January 1992.

MORE ON CATS AND
HEATHERS

The lett€r publishedin the Summer
Bulletin from Delia P Wyels (zone 7)
could not have come at a more
appmpdat€ time as far as we were
concerned. Geoff and I are relative
newcomerstoheatherSardening and up
to this point had never been bothered
with cats on heathers. However, some
new varieties that had been p)anted
almost a year and were getting nicely
established, proved ir_resistible to our
next door cat, who visit€d ihem with
great regularity, eventually browning
then all ofl. But - the aforementioned
letter came to the rescue - and orange
peel was liberally scattered over all the
beds. Hey Prestol lT WORfiED!There
arcevensomenewshootsappea nglike
Phoenix from the ashes and the cat
walks haughtily by on the OTHER side
of the hedge. Our grateful thanks.

Dorcthr Warner Zabe 3
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DIARY OF EVENTS

1991

OcL 28th North East Group AGM
Nov. 16th Midlands Group Social

Evening
Nov. 26th Heather Society Council

Meeting.
Nov. 26th/27th RHS Show &

Heather Competition,
Vincent Squai€

1'94)2

Jad. 12tft CLOSING DATE FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
1992 YEAR BOOK

alad 15th CLOSING DAIE FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SPRJNG BI]LLDTIN

Feb. 18ih Heather: Society council
MeetiDg

Feb. 18tb./1fth RIiS show &
Heather Comp€tition,
Vincent Squar€

Marrih 13th Midland Group
lleather
Cdrec{iti@Ewintqborrne

luar€h 22nd Southern Group visit
to Valley Gardens

March 28th South West Group
meetiDg, L''tchett
Matraver"s.

July 12th Southern Group visit to
Chelwood Vachery

Dat€ to be decided.
Midlands Group visit
to Crail Nutseries.

Sept. 19th Southern Group
meeting at Wisley

Nov. lst. Southern Croup visit to
Sheffreld Park
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