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1995
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SAptif southlpc3t Crolrlr Hcltlct ComFtidotr & Talk,

Lytdrctt Mahavcrs

27 May southw€st Gror{r CardcnYblL crlilcn cornmon,
E8sueigh

23July Southcr!Croup Gsrdcn visit, 'SFiDgneH', HoEllsm
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Report of the 1994 AGM

held at Askham Bryan, York, on Saturday 3rd
SePtember 1994

In his opening rcport the chairman sald there was now a close relationship
between the Heather Society and the British Heather Growerc' Associaiton.
One example of this co-operation $'as that all BHGA heatherlabels are now
to be vetted by the Heather Society to ensure accuracy. 'fte Society also co'
oDerated wlih the BHCA at Olympia in the spriig [where the BHGA displav
w;n a cold Medal). Later thls )€ar there ls tob€ a BHGA Heatherweek" when
David Small wilt be mannlng the telePhone for a Tleather Societv Hot Llne
The chairman concluded his report $'ith thanks to members of Council for
theirwork throuehout the year, and especially to Des Oliverwho was r€tiring
as Treasurer after l7 Years

The Hon. secretary, Pamela L€e. reported that membership now stands at
a66 households. She thought that the way forward for ihe Socie!' might be
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to set up Regional coinmlttees in those arcas without local groups. in order
to encourage new members. Pamela had news to give ofsome long-standing
members, such as t}le Socl€fy's nrst Hon. Secretary, Constance Macl,eod,
who celebrated her goth birthdayinJune, andourPastchairman Major Gen.
Pat Turpin who, she said, continues to keep well but now linds mobllity a
prcblem. There was sad news also, with herannouncement ot the deatn ofan
early member, Bemafd Boxall, at the age oI8a.

Hon. Treasurer, Des. Oliver. gave his report on the nnances of t}le Society
for the last time, delivered wtth his unique blend of dry humour. Although
thenumberofmembers hasfallen, t}le Soclety is stillrunningon an even keel

Ron cleevely lAssistant Yearbook Editor and compller of the vearbook
Indox was welcomed on to council, and Ron wlng was appointed as the
Society's new Audttor. The Societys recorded its thanks to Peter Ingall for his
past work 1n this capacity. councfl member and organiser for the Southern
cioup, Allen Hall. was elected as the Soclety s new Hon Treasurer and was
ceremonially lnvested with t$e Symbols of Omce' by his predecessor (these
being hts oficial Treasurer's badge and the Society s cheque book). Then, on
behalf of the Soctety, Des was presenied with a Sussex crystal comport,
engmved \}ith the Society s lngo and a personal dedicatlon. A comport, I an
gtuen to urLlerstond, ls an indtDidualboul.for one s pudding arul,iudsLns Irom
the size o.f this one, iJ Des uses tt Dery oJten te is unl kelg to retain his sglph'
uke Jswet Ed.)

The AGM conduded with a few words about tne 1995 conference, to be
held ln Dublin (see below for details).

25th Annual Corference - Dublln
8 - ll September 1995

The Society has accepted thekind invitation ofDonalSynott. the Director
of the National Boianlc Gardens, Glasnevin, to mark the bi centenary of the
founding of t}l€ Cardens by holding our 25th Annual conference in Dublin
We will be accommodated atDublin CityUniversitywhich is a new Universily
about lO 15 mins walk ftom Clasne\nn. The Universitywill largely be used
as a B+B with most ofthe activiues taking place ai clasnevln. Aneld trip to
th€ w€st of lreland has been oreanised by charles Nelson, our Yearbook
Editor, which wlll tak€ placejust before the conference. It will be lnformal
and will not involve strenuous back-packing into tle hlnt€rtandl It promises
to be aConferencewith adiffercnceas can be seen from the followingtenfalive
plan.

Ficld trip
4 September Assemble in Connemara (probably Clifden)
5/6/7 September connemara/Mayo/Burren
Hotel accomrnodation wlll be provided but members ofthe lield lrip will

settle their own bills.

THE HEATI.IER sOCIEry DULLETIN
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lO Seplember

Register at Dublin City University
Morning 1n Natlonal Botanic Gardens with lectures
Alternoon gardenvisits
Evening'omcial reception at Natlonal Botanic Oardens
Morning in Natlonal Botanic Cardens including the
ACM .
Alternoon - possibly a tour of t}le Wicklow mountains.
Evenlng ' posslbly a ceili (an evening oflrish Music) in
Dublin.

ll Seplember Depart

The accommodation at Dublin City Universtty ts stngle rooms but the
rooms are in pairs sharlng washlng faclltties. The cost, as in pastyears, aU
inclus've from Frtclay afternoon to Monday moming, will be Sl30.

This is the Iirst Conference we have held abroad although lrelanct has
always b€en pari of the Societys activities. Normally delegates make their
own way to conference, many combining it wlth a hollday. However, some
members who may like come to this Irish Conlerence may like lhe idea of
group travel or may be interested in a car pool arrangemeni. we would like
to get some idea ofnumbers who may llke to go to lreland and how they may
rravel. Ifrou a.e thinkingorattending perhapsyou could spend a few minules
completing the enclosed questlonnalre and retuming it to me. Please do noi
thinkthaiyou need to be an expert on heath€rs to aflend Conference. Many
that aitend are not and would be the lirst to say how much they enjoy the

David Smalt, Chairman

The Royal Horticultural Soclety Show
August 16 & r7 1994

T 'he Royal Horticultural Society s August nower show in the New Hall,
vincenl Square, t ndon provides an excellent opportun ity for memb€rs and
ent husiasts to advertts€ the attractions olheathers. Th is year's show coincided
with a strike on the milways. Regardless of this difliculty there vas a line
display of healhers and there we.e plenty of people admiring it when Joan and
Ivisited the show onALrdust rTth.At the end ofthe afternoon we were amused
to see some visitors arxiouslywaiung for stewards 1o slgnal t}le end ofthe
show so that they could help themselves to the e.\nibits. How they cov€led
those lovely heatherstThe exlibitors ofthe decorative baskets got there Iirst
however and reirieved their treasures.This year, a new class has been added
to cater Ior bud blooming Caliunas.

'lhere were 72 enlries aliogether comprlslnga2 vases and baskets.'llhe
judges awa.ds are given below.

Class t rllflF:r: DISflNCT HEATIIER SPECIES ORVARIANTS IN BLOOM, o.c
lasc/bowl o t c.ch. Thcrc wcrc 5 cnrrics, l5 vaes in all.
lsr Mrs c M Boweman, Eri.@.i@re.! Marget Aoreman, E nra ci?red

3
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vce.There werc 6 enlrles.
lst M.s C M Eowcman,
2nd MrDRSfauss,
3rd Mr RA Camelon,

2nd Mrs C M Bow€rmd,
3rd Mrs C M Bowermn,

TFIE HE,\TIIER SOCI ETY BULLETIN
'Uearhcr Bank ed Erba.irerea seedling
2nd MrsCMBowenan, Ert dctErea Caftd, Eri.d.tured Allred Dowcrman,
and Errca.tErea P S Patrick
3rd Mr RACamercn Eri.audgc Lyones*, Eni:actEredsedling, Etuacirerea

Class 2 - ERICA VAGANS, anyErianr. one va*.There werc 12 cntnes.
lst Mr C M Boweian, Rubrt
2nd Mrs C M Bowenm, Lyonesse'
3rd Mrs C M Bowlmn, St Keveme
4th Mr D Mcclintock, Seedltng

Class 3 - CALLUNA VUI-CARIS, a sin€le llowered coloured variant, onevase.Ther€

tsr Mrs C M Boweman, Elegant Pcarl
2nd MF J M Hall, Silvcr Knight
3rd Mr D Mcclintock, Sedling
4rh M. D Mcclintock, Secdltng

Class 4 CAILUNA VUI-GARIS doDble flowered colourcd vanant, onc va$. Thcre

lst M.s C M Bowerman, Counry Wtcklow
2nd Mrs C M Aoremd, Tlb

Class 5 CAILUNA VULCARIS, si ble llo*rcd whtte varlant. onc

Class 6 CAILUNA !1JLOARIS, dy vanant h which the corcllas ncvcr opcn ('bud
bloomcrs').Therc w€rc 5 enrries.
ls! ltl. D Mccllntock Adrte'
2nd Mr D Mcclintock Marleen'
3rd Mr D M.Cllntock 'Roswitha.

Class 7 ERICA CINEREA. any vanant, one vase,There were 6 entries.
lst Mrs c M Boweman, champs Hill'
2nd Mrs C M Boweme, Snow Cr€am'
3rd Mrs C M Bowelmn, PDrplc Bcaury'

Chss a - DABOECIA any spectes, hybrd or varidt.There wcre 7 cntncs,
lst Mr RA Camercn, Da&E ia.Mtobri.a Nba

Class 9 Ai.IY TIEATHER SPECILS OR IIYBRID NOT SPECIFIED ABOIE,
There wre 7 enfics
rst MrsJ M Hall, hr.a tuntpul,lord Heaven scent
2nd MrsJ M Hall, E: uatsonii Rachel
3rd Mrs C M Bowe@n , Eri.a termi^.lb

Class IO AIIY HEATTIER, oneuse or bowl io bcjudgcd tor toliage etfect,

-4-
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'thcre wcrc a enr.cs
lst Mrs C M BowerDan, EticoarLbtea
2nd Mrs C M Bowcrmm, Eri.a lusitantc@
2nd Mrs C M Bowcrmd, Cdlund uulsdt'

4tb Mr D R SkaDss, Cdlluna uulstts

VOL- 5. No.3.AUTUMN 1994

Class ll -DECORATIVE CI-{S.S _ AN AIIiANGEMENT OIf IIEATHERS IN A

BASKSI. OTTIER ITOLIAOE MAY BE USED BUT I IEATIIERS MUST

PREDOMINATE,ThCTe werc 5 entrics
ls t  MrD Rst rauss
2nd Mrs,J M Hall
srd M.s C M Eoweman
The exhibitors dcsede our thanks dd congratulations

Allen tlall Southern oroup.

Misslng Issues of theYearbook

I am anxious to obtain for editodal reference some issues of the yearbook

and i l  rnv mcmber hJs cpare copies thrr  rhFy no lonEer tequiF.  lwould be

Eratetu l  r i  t rey would conr ic t  me.  I  need the,o l lowingvears { in  bdckwards

;rder l  1970,  I966,  1965.  l964 l963 lwi l l8 ladlv  r 'comPe nse a nvone who

can s€nd cooies, but plerse l.l me know betore poslrng vpdrbooks lo Dublin as

rhe cos(ofp;s!ng ro the Rcpubl)c  of  l re land rs nor  rhe $me as in lernal  UK mai l '

It also occurs io me that anvone else seeking to complete sets of ihe Yedrb@k

could letme knowwhalissue ihey require and I will endeavour to match them

with sumlus spares and their owners_ 
Dr charles Nelson _ Ye@rbook Editor

Botanlcal Certlficate for Kurt Kramer

TheScrFnr i f ic  coDnir rPe of lhe RHs. lone hds rh"  pow"r  ro aqaa eoranical  I
Certificates !oplantsol'r(eprionalborm''alinrcresl d cnrcmru m inlreqlleni ly 

I
recomm"nded.  Soi t rsamat l . rofdel lghr  torecordIhr lon I2rhApr i l  l994 Kurt  I
Kramerwa-ErJnred cerr i f r . r les for  th .  c lones Amme' l rnd and'Oldenburg o l  I
h,- n.w Ed.; orbor"d ^ E ror"co hsltid. 

O V.cr_roJ

Profile of vlce President -

Thomas Albert Julian

AbenJulian was born in Licester on 8th February lgoa the eldest of three

children, $n of a master saddlei He was educaied at Alderman Newton s

School. In 1924 he became a hainee in the Post Otfice EngineeringDepartment

but at the a(e of 2r he was rejected for establishment because of a heart

condition. In;lead hejoineat GEc at their telephone works in Coventry and this

$,as the stdt ofavari;d cdeer in Edio. telev'sion md electronics Albert had

dia" in Coven(ry but h. ry(led home ro rrce"ler Jr weekends betore marrying

e i lyn tchrpprer .  .m "x col lea4uF in the Post  o l l rcF J l  L f , rcesrer  md serr ing uP
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At first. Albert s work involved the eely domestic wi.eless receivers and the
nrst geneFtton oftalking picture equjpment'where the sund was produced
from grmophone records and w6 synchrcnised wiih the film. In 1934 he was
trdsfe.red to premises in Greycoat Street, Westminster, to set up a mdio
s€rvie department and special electronics prcducts unit. Fmm this unit he
and his coleagues designed and produced lhree high fidelity mdio receivere for
the royal tralni the train ran from its base in wolverhampton to Euston solely
for the receivers to be checked.

By nowAlbert and Chappie had asmall flai in GreycoatStreei. Albertjoined
the RHS ad went to all the fortnightly shows in the New Hall, whichwas next
door to his oflice. For the next two years he worked with experimental, high
delinluon television receivers and when the BBC started their service frcm
Alexandm Palace in 1936 he installed the nrst GEC receiver. Il is beUeved that
this w6 the lirst comm€rcial (non experimental) domestic receiver io be
delivered and installed in Britain. indeed - a world wide nrst.

ln 1939, the couple moved to Carshalton in Sutrey. where their daughter
Tiiciawas bomjust before the outbreak ofworid WarII. Albert's workwas then
dwoted toproducing commDnication ed sound equipmentforRAFaerodromes
and later to pmducingbomb location and disposal devices; probably the mosi
notable w3 one which could detect mines 12 feet or more deep in the sand.

When TV tresmissions recornrnenced in 1945/46, Albert was made GEC
Radio and Television Servlce Manag€r and was on the comittee of the Radio
lndustry's Council, which organised the annual Radio and Television exhibitions
at Earls Court. The RIc *nt htm with an exhibit to the Damascus World Trade
Fair and Albert claims another 'lirst' for receiving TV pictures in Syria.

ln 1961, after much reorganisation at GEC, Alberl and his collea$res were
made redundant and he Joined Clarke and Smith Manutacturing Group 6
Director and Secretary ot their Research & Development compdy, before
moving to their parent company as Chief Engineer. Their most notable
production vas the RNIB Talking B@k for the Blind, which is stjll in general
us€ today. For the 16t two years of his working lite Albert uorked at the
company s opucal factory inwindsor, developing their language laboratory. He
reured in 1973.

In l946Alberi built tlelr family house 'Woodhouse Eaves' on a one acre plt
at Fast Horsley, Surey, where he was to pmctice his first senous atiempt at
gardenin8. The plot was covered wilh dogwood, brambles and silver birch.
which, when removed, exposed 9 inchesofsoil oversolid chalk; ihe hungriest
and thirstlest combination one could tmagtne. Th€'desert was made to
blossom by a strict conservation roDtine dd by spreading ldge quantities of
leaf mould from the surrounding woods - which was cotlected each weekend
for the whole period ofhis occupation. The soil condit'ons did not allow an
interesttob€developed inheatheB -Wisley Gardenswereonlyfourmiles away
and were visited regularly.

Alter retirement. Alben and Chappie moved to Chinley, Derbyshire to be
nedTricta, their physiotherapist daugh ter. The halfacre gard en had a stiffclay
soil but its fenilty was a revelation after the chalk of East Horsley. A-lbert
bought his 1i6t heathers from Mr Hamer of Sunnybank Nurseries, vho
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Dersuaded him to join the HealherSocieiy. Sadly Chappie died unexpectedlv

:nd Alberl moved'lo a Granny Flat in Tncia s home at Whaley Bridge quite

close to Fred Chapple s old house and became Head Gddener'ofa 2/3 acre

garden. Thirsty sand again, but this time with a soil that wG conducive to

Albe, i r  hobbt"s rn rerr r .mcnl  h.v"  been:  arehJ"olos/  oI  lhe Holv Lrnd

horticullural electronics. gardening and travel (in which he soughtconsolation

atter the loss ofhis wife). For mmyyea6 he has assisted DrPelerNewton of

the Botanv Departmenl of Manchester Unive6ity with his post graduate

students. iy applying electronic metbods to help solve their recordin8 and

measurement Problems.
Af ter jo in ingthe I leathersocietyandbecomingamemberof  theHar lowCan

r.iot otot *"",ji"e team, Albert, at Pete. Vickers request iook over the

responsibility for the regular malntenance ofthe trials plants. Then with the

helo ard encouraAement oi success've curators Phillip Swindells and Chns

I{us{rove. followed the creaiion of the Cduuna" E canea and E x datleAensLs

Nati;nal Reterence Colle.tions at Harlow car' The Northe'n HorticultDral

Society graciously recognised his work on heathere by an award ofHonorary

Memb;rsbiD. which was presented wilh a citation and a medal'

Albertvas nominaied io the Councjl ofthe HeatherSocieiy byJohnArdmn.

and became Chaiman of ihe Technical Commitiee He has now retired frcm

this dutv because oi deafness but continues io serye as a correspondtng

member. His Dresent activities on behalt of the Society are devoted almost

solelv to nraintainin{ ihe Reterence Collection at Harlow Cdr sd assisting

Jemsharpe with the creaiion ofthe new PlantPortrait Library' HeaPPrecia{es

the re{ard shown to him by the Heather Society in nomjnating him as a Vice

we haue oursli.le LibranonJedn sharpe, to thankJot thisj.ne PTILIe o.lAlbert

Julian: she mrst hdDe tlDisled his drn quite hard.for tte i'nJotutb^ Ed'

Brill iant Idea or Bad Mistake

Three years aAo I embarked on a City & cuilds Crealive FlowerArrdging

course atmy l6al College. Apart from improving flower aregingskills. the

course offered a section on Botdy and Horticullure dd Basic Design Pnnciples'

Each ot our flower anangements were to be 'inspired by a source either a

work of arl, piec€ ofdchitecture, seascaPe and the tike.
One task we were set was to make a seed collage l thoughi I woutd make

mine aboui l2 inches square. and mount this creation in a deep Picture lrame.

and putiion the D'ning Room wall. My source inspimtion was theVictorlsn

Floser cardcr book by Jenniter Bavies, published by the BBc. I n the book was

a CJm"r  l leddinA Pl  tn .  whk h Hrrry  Dobson h.d amended rd made sm3l l " r '

Ui"  f r " i . t "a a"" i rn . . ,  "  mtur" '  prFc"  of  co lour ,  us ing c lass i .  bedding p l  rnts

So - thiswas tob; itl I cotlected my seeds and paintbox togetherand the Slue
- but this sort of thing proved lust not me, I can l stand riddlv things! ldea

scmppedl However, thisdesign kepthauntingme. even the milkman delivered

a bottle with the same design on the sjdel What could I do?

Having grasped ihe basics of ihe design,I wsconvinced I could produce a
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feature ln the garden that was going to be trouble free! Little dld I realise the
road tlat this was to take me down. Everything in tne garden has been moved
even some of the large trees, but centre stage is the raj*d Heather Gdden wiih

its four outer raised heather beds. I had to get professlonal help with all the
groundwork and brickwork necessary. and I have to admit.l did noiPersonally
plant all 8-400 plugs ofthe vdious heaihers that made up the design The
garden has acid soil. so onty a goodly stock or Peat was used in the bedding

I show below the Carpet B€d Pattem. dd thishasbeen faithfullyreProduced
and measures l6 feetindimeler. We carried out Harry Dobson s instF:ctions
on how to measDre and construct the des'gn Isee diagrams in book on pages
29, 30 and 3l l .

The quantities used

ffF
l .
2.
3 . R

5. E.
5.B
6.

The cenlrepiece is a

Ou?uiity
,140O
1000
i600' 600

.[oo0
200

_2os
500s

'Silver Stream

'Diana s Gold

'Irish Omnge'

The outer beds measure 3ft x 16ft and sDround the main design. Two
colouFonty are used here and these tookup the remaining qumtiiv ot plants
{3400}.

I have no knowledge of heaihers - I know one when I see one. but don't ask
me ifit is a Caliunaor a camea I only know a good thingwhen I see it. So. when
the BBC Oardener's guestion Time T€an came to ourHorticuliunl Society l
took my photographs along and asked ihe basicquestion "When do I trim them
as theyareofdiIIeringspeciesand varieties"? Thewholeteam thoughttheeffect



TI !E IIEATtsIER SC{IETY BULLETIN VOL. 5. No. 3.AUTUMN'194

unique and stunning. Sue Phillips wanted io see the whole lot kePt trimmed
and not allowed to flower, Daphne lrdward told me the conect Umes to prune

and thencame Fred DownhDl "whal on earth possessed you to do a bedding
schem€ oul ofheathers"? He suggested that I take 2O,OOO cuttings so that I
could keep on replanting, as it would all gmw too big. Stepban Buczdki saw
theexpression on my tace, dd thoughi I might go avay dd shoot mysetf after
that! However. he asked me to Nrite to the BIJC in a cou ple ofyears time, to see
who was righi and, as an 6ide, how did I keep them trimmed? I told ihe panel
thal l used bricks dd a plank to stand on - dd I shll do this nowll have allowed
them all to flower thisyearand kept them trimmed in theirnice neat pattem.
But - what have I let myself in tor? comc oD you cxperts - yo[ t€U mc!

Ifany member is passing md would like to pop in and see the bedding
scheme, do knock on the door (and bring your clippers). I m sure I B going
to need all the help I can get.

Glenis Smith, Lynton House, Mill Lane. Cermrds Cross,
Buckinghamshire SLg 8AY

Since I moftaged Io tack Cle^is .loul^ and get l\cr 1o tell her slorv she hds
joined the S@iety. Fn.

Birthday Greetings

Herr Frilz Kircher. ihe founder and President of the Cerman Heather
socieiy (GDF)celebmtes his 8oth birlhdayon 30th November this year. we
send him our Conoralulations and Best Wishes.

Egdon Heath to Return to Heather

From th€ Datly Tcl€graph, 25 July 1994

Two DoBet dairy fdms, which Dntil the 1950 s were pdt of the vast bact
ofland celebmted by Thomas Hardy as Egdon Heath, are to be restored {rcm
grass to heather by the Nalional Trust.

The two 200 acre tarms on the Isle ofPurbeck, near Poole, adjoin Hartland
Moor. a national nalure reserve {parily owned by the Trust and partly by
English Nature) which isoneof ihelastfragments of DoFet heathoncebelieved
to ex tend to more thd I 00,000 acres. The aim of the Joint Project is to allow
the farms and the naiure resere, in total 1,600 acres, to become a single block
ofunenclosed heath, grazed by a robust breed ofbeelcatile.

Mr Julian Homer. manager of the 8,000 acre Corfe Castle estate, which
includes the two farms, said: 'Even tually, we hope you vill be able to drive into
a piece ofopen heath ofthe kind tbat Hardy might have envisaged. Itwillbe
small compared with Ha'dy s day, when the heath streiched from Dorchester
to Poole Harbourbul it will give people an impression ofthevide open space
that Hardy described."

t?tre species, present at HartlddMoor, the ffrstnational nature reserve to
be declared in Britain, include the Ddtfo.d wdbler, hobby, nightjar, common
liz2rd. sad lizdd, smooth snake and addei Traditjonally the heather, go.se
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and btlberrry would have been graz ed and the Trust has secured an agreement
at "signincant ffndcial mst'vith a tendt farmer, that he will slay on and
manage gradng on the whole l 600 acres. Ironically, the tenant, Mr Grantly
Srnlth. is the son ofthe farmer who ploughed up the h€ath in the l95O s. Mr
Homer said: "Mr Srnith will have seen the land come full clrcle trcm heather to
grass and back again."

InlUaIy the land ri/ill need intehse management to reduce lhe nuirients in
the soll. This will be followed possibly by top soil strlpping. spreading oi
heather seeds fron adjoining heath and ploughing to bring up a layer ot seeds
which were ploughed under forty years ago.

Mr Harvey said the heather conversion project was one of the largest ever
carrled out. 'This ls the face of the future. These areas will be the nrst to .evert
back to more natural communiues."

MoreThoughts O[

"Whlte Flowels Where the Snow Lles Longest"

At llrst I was Incllned to regard the statement that Calluno often has white
flowers where the snow ltes longest as pure nonsense. A publlcation of good
repute however shouldnt write rubbish should it? Having aaepted the
statement as true, thoughts on a possible explaation tum up immediately.

Fetdbe€ is an area of south-west Germany, bordering both Frece ed
Sx'itzerland. It is highland, the highest level 1484m according to my world
atlas. On north facing slopes the snow can certalnly lie for a considerably longer
ume than the 4-5 months, which is usual in Donald Mackay s garden.

It is knom that plants ce change their chemistry under influence from the
evironment. lvhite is no colour but a lack of the substances that give colour to
the llowers. I tlink it is possible that the pldts, under extreme mnditions, can
stop the prDduction of these substances. In thatczs, apldtmoved toamore
normal place. should tum to a more normal heather colour.

Magnolia sfetcta flowers on bare bmnches early in the spring and, as ve alt
know, the flowers u* white. Ouite often a few oowers appear later in the
summer and they are more or less pink. This is another nlanifestation of the
same phenomenon, which is called in Swedlsh edansk diifer€nce. Plant
cheEnstry is complex and I am no chernlst, but there are people who can explain
}'hat I have touched on here. Whether this is the reason that Coiluna on
Feldbe4 he white flowers is another question, but it is at least a theory.

BritaJohansson Swed€n

Wlsley Natlonal Heather Collection

on Saturday I l th September 1993. the Heaiher society confer€nce received
a wam welcome to Wisley Gardens from the Royal Ho.ticultural Society, in
pamcular to the reshaped Howard's Field. to view the new National Heather
Collection. Thls u'as my first sight of the collection and in the light of my
association with the onginal plening ofthe projeci in 1979, I was surprised
to flnd so many trees, albeit foming e attEctive woodlmd landscape. The
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healhers w.re Dlniled in lbe oPen are:ls among the trees Producing a

supporiing carp.t oilbwer and lbliage
Wandeiing arcuo<t the jsland beds pld(ed randonrlv wjth most ol the

heaiher species ft)und rn tbe Norlh.m HemisPhere. one could eniov attractive

vistas thmu Ah t h.: l.e es. 'l he adj oi ning golf cou rse extended and enhmced the

The great stotrn ol 1987 cause(l considerable damage to the trees in

tloward; Field antl t.placement specimens, singlv and in groups. have been

plante{l since, Io give var'.iy. Rh@lod"ndrons are now establtshed in one or

;rore of !h(: be.ls nnd ultinratcly they may encroach on some ofthe adjoining

he.rther plarns. P.rn.:lrl.r {renanre.l Coutrheria) shrubs appedin a few places

and wi i l ,  (hei r r rnrerous su.kers.  nowlvel l  inevidence they wi l l  be n l l ing thei r

be.ls wilhina liwvears, rr I less vigot ou sly contmlled. The interestingly shaped

island bc.ls Nirl, lherr a..ess palhs have been well placed. prcviding a

pleasdnt ly  vare. l in tcrPl iy  of lhe hcather  Planis  and t rees.  At the l imeofour

visil mosi or th" sumn'.r nowering plants were in iull bloom and were largelv

responsible for Ilx'n.grlifi.ent colourtrn eiiecis The Mdely distributed planls

eai" r","r'" an.l ri,e .lorle!.nsis hybfids will bnghten the winter scene

allhough I would hr!'e pretelTc.l io have seen them conlined to on€ location to
gile a ion(\Jitr.ted.okrrlul display in the dull davs ofwinter' Distnbuting

them over the whole Plot considerably dilutes the winter interest'
There is no doubl that the combination of trees shrubs and heathers he

Droduce<l a uni.rre and attractively landscaped area. How€ver' as a heather

;urist, I regfet the subordinalion ot a National Heather Collection to the

woodland linctscape plan. Shade from trees the invasion of interplanted
shrubs and the distribution and accumulalion ot dead leaves create

unsatisfaclory variable conditions for the naiural groMh dd development ol

what are. in {encral, moorland plants The following de releva.nt quotations

arcm the trade .atalogue of a highly respected nu6eryman member' which

emDhasises these points:
;Select an opcn site away from deciduous ttees and in full sun"'
"Heathers are best planted in beds totally devoted to them except for ihe

addition of a le\t specimen conilers"
_lf Dossible keep summer and winter flowering cultivars apart"
"Asa lenemlrule. we\tould recommend that the planting distance should

eaual thc sDread of ihe natural plant_.
In my opinion, astrongcase can be made for plantinga trulycomprehensive

Dalional reference colle.tion, sited free from all forms ofshade vith adequate

spacing ofthe plants, uniiorm Srowing conditions and fie layout planned for

"n"vr"i..."""ana.o-pansonotcultivarswithsimilarcharacteristics lhope

the Royal HorticultDfrl society will be sympathetic to the suggestion toauocate

space'to creare such a collection. when the plantingoithe presentproject has

c;ushtuD with alllhe exi sti ng in iroductions The area could be mjnimised by

res;ictin{ tbe numb.r oi pl.nts per cultivar to iwo or three. Pla'ts of

unaitrnctive cultivars could be removed from the existjng beds dd placed in

the reference colleciion to make way ior more spectaculd vaneties The

collection ofpropagatbn maierial Poses no Problems with the donorplantson
hand. Usin(cu(cnt labour saving Plantingand maintenance techn&ues the

l l
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work involved need notbe too folrnklable and could beundertaken. in part by

the voluntary efforts ofourmembe! enthusiasts who livewilbin easy tmvelling

distance ofw's lev 
T^Jur ian zone 4

scraPbowl
Snlppets of Ne!'s From Members

The Earth-shatterlng Tale of Eric(I multiJlora

Some tear)  a(o no!v,  Anne and I  Je(  i , l " . l  lo  hrve J wrrk s  brP rk l rom

healh; rs  ius i  belore chr i ) rmt-  and f lew ol l  to  \4al1() r '  r '  IhP wFarher  was

sDr inp l ike and condurrve tor  long wJlks a long lhe (  ' i l ls  In  rhe nor  rh o l  the

iitand. on aay two. we found Enca nuu ord and otc'rurse fhe lveeKs

break turned into a major heather hunt culminaiing in jjnding a lvhite

Dlanl - the first for 50 Years
Ever since then we have been in lovevith this species and have tned ever

so hard to dro\t ithere' l2st November' we decided to go back toMallorca this

tlme not f; a breal but to obsene the pl^nt in more delail Eti'a tuUilotu

never dominates the landscape as does cdllun@ Lrulgans but happilv grows

under Dine trees where the canoPy is not toodense' wewere luckyto nndm

area where it gre\t by the acre dd we settled down to studying this species in

tull bloom.
Fewheatherenthlrsidts are familiarwitb this species i i is su perlicially like

E.  udodns bul  Erows ra l l " r  (up to 9 l r  '  ' l lhuugh 3 ro 4 l r  ts  mu'  e rypi 'a l )  lLrs ' r { l

, "  tu i i r  ana imewrrar  morc open rhJn E udsda'  sa th\  the . r r r .cr ron?

For the Iirst fewdays, we could not get used to the lariability oflhe species

the flowercolour rdg;d trom almost white lo almosi Mrs D F Mdwell colour'

b u r w h v w G r t s o d l l r c c r i v e ?  W c ' r r  t h e w i n e r a l k r n g ? _ n o  r l  w ' s a s c r r r a c r i v c

J(  hom;.  so whrt  wd i t?  By md wFek.  r idr$ncdon us_ r t  w 's  rhe PedrcFls '
Fh(  o l  a l l .  thev aDpedrobe much Iong"r lhrn in  E uovdas h 'k l  away f rom lh '

s t "m rnamhrnib" ;ury.a l rhoughothershelc l  themne u lyerecr  a5rn a udgons

ftresewue not nearty as beautiful Then we noticed that the Pedicel was always

much more deeplycoloured than the corolla lve slaried io look tordeep cerise

Ded'cels and whiae corollas'and ve nearly found itlSo thatwas it itwas the

;edicel that made these look e grnerul

Then.  in  the lasr  iwo days we hrr  upon sumerhrng ' l  'e  whrch hod gone un

noticeal hitherto, the whole raceme was open togelher, unllke E uosans uhere

the bottom flowers fade before the top ones open True the racemes are usually

shorter than E. ,agdns but we did nnd plants where the reverse was true'

So what is the earth-shattering news? Well, those interested in charting the

botanical history ofE uagans, E mnapulrfbraand E mrlllrflorawill know ihat

i r ' "  eaAv toLa' ' " ts  co" ta nor  d isunguish thFse 5PecFs ferh3Ps thev wFrF a

(he s;e,  iust  d i f fe tenl  hJbi ls  Jnd lo ' . r ions Anlone l ry in ' l  In  proPJ{ar '  E '

nul l tnora; icht  know iusr  how dt l lFren '  lhey : i re  but  as evPryonF knows lhe

-*rn.  . r  g i r "sot . .Pens f rom rh"  bor tom uP rn f  muir r r%ro i l  )s  kom the

1 2 ,
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top downwdds. Perhaps we should try putting in the cuttings of E tultllloE

'Brlta Elizabeth'
At the end ofihe l97os I found a double Cailuna on a nearby peat-bog.

The plant was several years old and the cuitlngs we took ferled to root. We
returned to the plantand collected more cuttings andbythe third year I had
three, small. weak plants. We had no greenhouse at that thne and our one
and only cold ftame was crowded, sothe plants were putoutsidein the shelter
ofa stack ofwood. In the springwhen the snowhad melted I found that the
wood had not only sheltered the three pots but also a family ofvoles. There
was not a leafleft on i}le tlny tMgs.

Another tilp to the peat bog and, as I leamt a little more, the cuttings rooted
and we could breathe again. The follo$ing years we saw the plant each time
we went to the bog, but then suddenly, we couldn t nnd lt. we thoughi ihat
it had been klled by the machines ihey used for digging out the peat. Each
year we searched for it but didn t see lt any mor€.

In August 1992 the family'Small was ln sweden for a holiday and of course
we went to the peat bog where, over the years, we have found so many stmnge
things. I showed them roughly wh€re we had found t}le double plant - David
went a few steps aiead, stopped, and said: "Here is a double one." The plant
Iooked tdentlcal with the one I had found and the only explanation is that it
reallywas the same one, it as blg as the nrst one. I ihink tiat
one stem must nave a bit by its new roots and lnally

r me some y€alE ago but no one

calluna.
Brita Johansson, Sweden.

The Decllnlng Popularity of Heathers

Part of a letter sent to our Past feaibool ldttor, Bert Jones

.. ....... ... The reason for heathers declining in populartty, In my oPlnion. is
that tley are no longer r€garded as reliable hardy plants, and the blame for
this falls entirely at th€ door of the nurserymen, who have gone ln for
produclngplants quickly, in tunnelsorundergass,with theresult thatwhen
theplantlsbought (usuallytn a Garden Centre) lookhg1n pdstine condition,
it tlen. at best, stands sttll for a year or two, and at $orst lt dies because it
ls so soft, following forced growth. I rcalise that the method of Foduction is
not common to all growers but those who produce large numbers seem to be
the cutprlts. I witl give you er.amples: I have a ne$'garden and planted about
20O heatl€rs last year. About 160 were gro$n by members of the l"akeland
Horttcultural Society for the Annual Plant Sale, from which I bought them -
and I have not lost one stngle plant. Most of them have increased by at least
4000,6 since planttng tn June last year. Specles Planted ar€ - Erica cdmea,
Dab&cta, E. cinerea, calluna DulAotis, E. vagans, E. cili/Jr6, E. tetralix, E. x

people to have found a double

q*ii-ed, rnaybe
into the llght.'

'Brita Elizabeth'
irman is one of the

-13 -
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dariegerlsisandvarious summerhybrids'i\e renrajning4Oorso planls'ime

from a Garden Centre whose source ofsupply is one of lhc largesl ltholi:sile
growers. Plant€d alongside the olher I 60, in iclen ticai conditions, o n I hc sa Ir c

day, I have 3 plants surviving. A recent visit lo llre C,ardtn Ceni r r'vealcd

massive stock losses of the heaihels remajning rvith them ovcr $int.r' Avisit

to the lakeland Ho iculiural Society reveals open frntn.s full of healthv

looking heathers, wlth no caslralties to be seen. these h{ve h-n t(rl'rllv

unprotectedal lwinter . . . . . . . .  Inmyyie$ ' the HealherS.cn: ty  r rusr  I )crs"ade
the heather producers io return lo harcl growing lechnlqLres Failur' Lo do s'

wlll totally destroy the ima8e of hcathers as reiiable an.l har dv pll]nFr o']cr:
and for  a l l  

ocol rYrr - 's
Menbers nieus and experiences on thls s|fii.tl tlill b.: tLllt tr\'l.int E(t.

Open Forum
We hoPe that thLs s.rirlion uiII be a |]trelil JeatLul: of th. Bt lt. tin: thc .han'L

Jor fiembers to ask questbns, or air uie.rJs, o, r anl I asp. cl al heaLl'.Lr:; ot h'rt!h"r
grcuing. The DaAc s expals urithin thesoci?il, urill cndea&rr 10 ltltcet ttotr

guestion - which is the de€pest and blghtest \' in ter nowerlng
Answer ThedeepestErlcderigenais Llrightness .rnd lherc

in this spectes which could be called deep and bright
The deepest and brtghtest E. x darleyensis is wi ihoLI t

(Klamer's Red), again with few challengers.
Wiih -Edca camea there are a few contenclers. !'ornan

Ruby was the only outstandingly cleep. brjght, ctLlijvar, thei:.ff9g6 lhe

Dutch introduced the aptly named chaliengei. How.!er' lhe German

breeder, Kurt Kramer, has recenily introduce.l a nurnber of v.ry good ricll

colours, and the deepest and brightest E camed is Probably Nalhalie ;
slightly redder than Nathalie but not quite so deep is R.des Juwei ( ltecl

Jewelj.
E. eriqena Brjghtness, E. x darleucn.sis Kranrer's Rote andE cam'ra

'Mlr€toun Ruby are Mdely available. E.c Challenger'is avajlable irom some
carden Centres, butthe last two culiivars are nol yct wdely:l\'ailable.r n.l may

need lo be sought  f rom spFcra| r r  hcath"rnLr i  r r " .

Group Nes's
North Dast Group

ODc @n hardly bel'ryc that ure sullrftr 'solcrand tlalby ihc hmc this is i.f,d ua vill
aI be thjnkjrg of Chnstms. Evcryonc had a lvotrdcrful nnncr l his vcar and .vcn wc 'n
ourfd flungoutpostin the North.ouldbonstoltcmPcratures i. tnc 80s Tl.h.arhc6all
did weU ad gave a g@d show in the garden

R c r r t { u l t , o u r a o n m i l r e h J J t o , J n e i o u r A n n  i ,  O i  r i q  \ ' : i  h h ' l b  " ' l  l ' l l
Io rEd;burp l i  Boran icG"rden"dd 6s t&r lw. - - r  r "d .  I ,  r -1 . .  . '  r . i  -uL I "  r  ru r
trlibere tovisitHowickllallGardcns Forvarious (asons no nnrbr.s \.( abl(: 10 (rn'c

but Croll a nd I had J vcl enjctable lftcmm' r 'ron;rh"rh.l^ 'd r' 'l t l ' lrt<
b s i e l v a \ q l d A r r d " n M t h o n l y c v c w s n r l  r o m F l  " r l ' " r ,  ' o n r  r l - ' r  ' l l o ' i h  s  r \

sidc,tharearealslavenderbordcFMtn m*sand sontv.ry nitc16Lingln rl):r1or'tPlrtrts

ais Myret
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our n*t croulingwas tofcllow ftmbcrBillCbw's nuBry in,4ugusr_ we w.rc pleased
lo wclcomc I I hehbcrs and spenta pleaent aitch@n seingthe h€ibcre and;l9 thc
hou *s whce the pinks arc grcwn. Our thanks aga'n to Margaret for rhe wetome cu! of tca

Sunday, Scpiem&r I atb Fas ou.AnnualShow. We wcre lucky i, hav,tn8 a rcalty glohou s
day and our .cw venue at KirkLy tlall Carden Centre was a gmr sxcc$_ Tbc ;u;b.r of
L.xrlib'ts eas sLghtly down on last year (86 as agallst 9a) bur Mrke HuEr, our Judpc frcm
I loulhall, u.s \er) plc--cJ Mr h rhe {und-rd Jnd thF b.ni hc\ lmk.d reatt C@;d. n .
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Madmum Points in Sbow

Ilcst tn Clas*s 13,14,15.16 Domthy wamer

^. ourthankstoDaveandDcrylMaynewhocaDeupfrcmKirkblm@siderosuppodou.

NN wc arc gclling rcady for our AOM which vjll be hetd on Fnday, OctoLar 2arh 1994,
"  7 ,3opm h  Sr  N4dr r \ rw"  (  " tho l t (  Chu n  h  H" t t ,  PonreLr  d , l fan \on ;B no tsurc  how to  ae !
thcredo nor hes'rrr" roArvc dea ringon 066 t8 2!.1q. fte m(rUnAMlt Lateir5 u)!alrolmr
with slidcs and a Faith Suppcr after tbe business. We l@k foNard to sins as mnv
rrn b6 Js @s.rblc, $ do oh{.

Dorcthy M Wahcr

c&up to wlniu.sh@

On c 'ru dJv 25r\ Junc, 2a mrmb.r.Ircm lhc Sonrh w.\r-m -nd Sourhcm CrcuDs
virircd rh. whdl.sham.oun \urry, which rs <r h d b--urful qoodcd {re in r\c ! rrJ;c
ofwindlcsham. sumy. wc wcrc warnny wt@hed by Mr..John HalJn.. cenemlManad;
Inbis op.ning rcrorks, he partiolart menrioncd Dlane and BedJones, whotu we k;aI
pleascd to harc v'lrh us, sine hcwas acquaintcd with rhcmin the Bnfth H€rherCrcweE

Mr llall
owra ft lhon heaLhcE oy6r a stoble prcFoaion-

in D.itain. Thc nu*ry o'IcE a good Enge ofvsicrjes whjch changes prcgrcssirely to
morc reccnl, impscd intrcdu.lions. Thus sorc class'c herhere such;s Ca4;E
StrJohn Charington ae grcMaswcllas nwe. qrjcflesiike DarkSrar_ Enbod'@: n;
Sparkcs ,s otfered as wcll as rhc more rcent, fine Ba.ry Sellere' (Barry ls. incidentaDy, a
mmbcr  o l rhcSourh .ncrouptandr l - "  r (n f r r  in  rodu. rbn  n"d . ry ; I .Tn .hvbr id "arc
nol om(d rnd irom amnc lh.sc I m.n ion only thc sp cndtd E. e9@ x E. Md\pulttlotu'Vd .re CnJTrhs inl rcdumd by ou r om Dr John Orimt h. of Lr..t. t at o or,,"*ea a,j"rs
our tou. som plets of Ed.a Mbeuala a species which I th'rft de$nes muchm;
populanry, I find jt perlccrly hardy rn thc eurh of England {and indecd I noLiced em
ekm,plcs in the Chcrrybank ga.dcn, Penh du.ing the Hatbcr Seleb, visjt thec two y
JEol n n€d <.dr+++s\!g! .d e.. Jnd I s s"ro ro be happvon Lm. rirough Ben
r/narion, Jbou. LhF lr_ErlF*ss&L!id 'ptrsh ofcoto;r ir June.

Mr^lanNeeds, Managcr, showcd u;
thF sourh.m crcup qrrt l"nye-\ ago and thcy wer surpns.d at the runy lnpdemnts
tude in thc mcanttft.

we rcnlrhr o Lhe prcpaEarion \oL*s. Cuurn8s are rdk.n rheyedrcund lmmsttrl
punr r s r'cr Incm+lvcs !r trcM rn DlJstj. po(q. The ru'ring\ * mrcd h rBy\ d.qd.d
i.ro l5O individual cclls. This mk6 potbg-on castcr, Undefuor hatinq and:ub@tlc
m''t .prcys Jr of mur< Ierums ot thr\c hou".s.Ihc prcpd8rbn medi;m,\ a Sol@o

G rcwiig on lakes plae first in sbaded hou*s wjth capilary irigabon. A 90/ I @,6 pcat,
lodm mry .u(  ' :u  { i .  h rc r . l l .  p l rn t  , lu t typou(d .up ,emw.onour , id .&d3Fr ra(edw,h'an i rsc .andI In8 i . idc .  

eJ In f todcm,-pU"ry |mEJr ion isemptoyed.Re.deBq l t , r tua inc
or r rcund cv , r r .por . i  t ionor t l .un .ndrnArcwqofcp tendrd .h@lrhypt  n (s  fhesrJnd i rds

Southern Group
satuday J6e 25th - Joht l43lt l9ltn tne sourlt gest

35
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ol hvrlcnc and €rc ln minta,ning so vast ao amy of he.thcrs britg nruch {:'cd it to the stalT'
'rie 

ancmonwowamand the violent thundentomE ofrne previous dav had gonc

emryhcE else - wimbledon Prcbably, we rcre theretorc rcadv io. thc ('tush nrcnls which

Mr tlall had laid on. Mcmbc.siligcrcd a long lihe talkinS swopping inlonmtion and advia

rn . l . cnen l lv  cn iovDq rhe  com; .n ron 'h ip  *h rh  ' rJ \  '  o t r  ro  '  L rk  lh_  oL  rnc '  o 'borh
cmu"os  ou iu r r i i ' ro . lo rn  HJ l ldnd Ahn Nrdssc(  Prop ' r l v  o tu l  ' " '  " ' ! c r r " ' rc \n t (

Yes. anothe. merumble vtstt
Ssday AugBt l4tn 1994 _ carde Vlslt chups llnl PurborcWh
AIter tie to;d hcat ofJuly and tbundcr stoms carlie. in i|c nbnth Augu* r/rlh

daMcd sunny w'th a liabt brcAcwhjch blq nce.f cloudsacross (he sky.ltwas a pcdcct

English su m;er day and we wcor b chatups Hill to se thc lovclicsL privatc hcllhcrEarden

The hom of M. and MF David BNcrlmn is a low rcofcd bu ngalow sct on a sndstonc

cMt Frcm this elcvated position, therc arc qtensivc viss ol thc Soulb Downs Thc snc has

n - L u n l . d d r n ' s * h r h h " v c b ' r n : d ' l l u l \  e x p l o t r c d  u  r l ' e d '  n c . o '  l _ r  r d ( n  T r r  r "

- r o p r n ; n r , l J d r n g 6 . n l l y a w J y f r c r r h . l r c n t o r ' h " b L t u T o " r o I h ' r J ' ' u f L \ '  
i r i i J t d

sccl;dcd, sh rub Lincn nower beds clsshere' Thc hcalhcr gadcn nrcr{cs with nat! " I hcarh

which it*f dnns into woods al the sidcs and backofthc hous Mot lhan 2oovanctics

oi hcathcr are plantcd and arc @mplementcd ol €ur* with onifcrs l bwcvcr olhct trccs

and shrubsarcaleused incllding ders,PillospoMand hvd.a,rteds llc tall pincs of thc

woodlands prcr'ldc a! i,TPftssivc back8rcund in keePing Mth thc (cncral !hrtrc !i a beathd

Chailfun. MrA H Rowelmn, in the 1972 Ycar B@k
A fortunab 3a hcnbc.s ofthe socjcty enjovcd the* dclighls As always thcrc wcre eme

ftlcomc hends frcm thc Solth Wcsl and Norlh 'fhanEs 
8.oups' o!' hostcss a'd hct

[ardencr, MrSid Brcwn, ftmbc6 both mdc lhc companva rcund 40. wc wcrc csp'ct2 uv

; t J r J r h a l O c n " a l r n d M N T u r p t n w c m J b l " l o " L l c ' d  i r { ' \ q u " ' l \ ' o l d l  r ' '  w c m  l

io r  a  o rcn ic  tunch Jnd.  loward"  rh .  end o  r \e  oo  A J rnr . ,  Mr  I lowc

.xccI;nt tea. We shall car.v the mcmrv of this lovelv sumtrr dav. with ils llowcrs and

inends, iar tnto thc ioas and nins ot tbe wintcrl

The Prc8@e to.l995

1995 13 th. 2otlt art eeBrry t.u of tlle sNtlt.d crcuP'

$ tu . lay  Mdch I l th  1995 AJorn tv " r { rh .hcSor rh \ \ ' s  o rcLProrh '  8 -n 'no f
Dr  rn .Jnd Bcn Jone>bpLJnnLd.  J " ra i l s6nb" round d  l 'Sourhwcrc 'ouPPtu ;nn  ' '

- n d l a m a E l c l u l t o l h i l i o y n e r l o r t u ^ d 8 l ' r c n c n ; c n n n t \ ' A ' u ' u J l r ' l a c r ' h t u P o l l h '
ldaLron ;t be in"ludcd r; rhe sout\.n Crcup N.sl-r'^r' I1' a and Dr 'r '" lov"ly wt"r

gard.n will makc the rclatively longjoumq worthwhile for Southem Crcup membc6 and

ssdrvA;dl 3rd Is95 wc.r inviled to vFn lhe da-Jcn ol our m"mf-r John T!'k'r

" r_F lomld ;nc-_ .F indorR. "d , { ] \24 lWonh inA_Flo i ldcne ' r \ tLDur4O0y ' rd |unho l rhc
; ;n :LDnoILhcA2a s rh  rhc^27rnd Non rhe  lcn  \dd :d .Bosr  nodh Jo l  , 'hJs .dcLgh 'u l
'dlrdcn 

dnd we sh"U be *crnA lhe wl'r {Lime tnl'anl hu(h'-\)in nowcr 'lowsa Jo}n

lLoerc" 'suce. " l , t l y  "u* " r  hc" th" ' -  ahhough rh '  norJ r  s  rn  l  c  ouL i ry  i  I  l  J l ra

Ari; at 2pm. turlo rd"Jn bc tound rn a l-v b) d,ru'1 v oppor c I'c cnrtuB' io th' tJrd' n

M-v f rc lJ  . lo \c l  J  nJ  'o t r50vatd \  nor r \  o i rh r (n tmr  '  con  thc  ' -T \ id '  lL - ' J rhJm r ruJo l
' s *a"yuu iyZs .a  

Aus i ro rheLc 'dcn- '  d \um o l  l {on  rndJmnW'no- l_cpn '  an '  ld '

, llayes rane, rloFham.
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New3lettcB & Sketche
Ansslcttcrcomprcrcwtrhskcrchmpsofthevenueswiltbeavaitablefmm2ndJanuary

1995 onmrds. Pla$ $nd a slamped addresed enveloF fyo! would Xke a @py. Mt
addrcss is: la, AburyAvenue, Cheaft. Sutton, Surrey. SM2 ruT.

Allen Hall
South West Group

Wcll hcrc wc arc at the cnd ol another year ot l(nl grcu! herings and I haw 4 of them
to bncny rcport on bcforc I describc next yeds mtings,

it wa a rery wet aftcm@n on Saturday 4rh June eheo mmbe6 mr ar SpinneF., the
garden owncd by ltter Chappcl at Boldrc ii the Ns Forcst. The Eeden is advcnjsed rr the'Ye lbwA@h and nop" r '  no>tdJy" in  lhc"pnngandsu ' r ] t r r  ' Ihegardo 

6p lan tedv , {h
sbrub and berbac@us tErde6 withi. woodland, ard moy ofthe !lants are mre orunusuat.
The garden cle hds J nua, ry Mrh tur y q.dples or rhe pLnrs grcM In rhe gdrden,
BMuseof dre pereistcnt E n, tumbere waodered brjeny arcu nd the sarden dd rhed mrcd
onro thc n* vcnur or lhe Jr-rn@n. rh- edrden ol phyl" K"nn.dy;n the (d8e oI rhe Nfl
Forest, at Sway. Phylis is onc of ihe stalMrr mcmbeG of tbe l(El grcup and has oFn.d
hcr garden ior us mny timcs. Although the garden is smll. it is ab$turety packed, not orny
q-h hcithF6, bul MIh tunv o!h.r 8em, ronv of whkh Phylljs hJs grcm frcm seed.
urloiunJ clv the Fin i onlinu.J ,o ome doq dd ont bncl risir5 qeF rode hto rhe
garded, Hower, aI was not lost because Phylis and her he]Fris laid on sumptuous
refchmcnt and rc wcrc able to chat infomly in tricndly (and dry) sutuundineJ @er a
.xp ol tca and hotrmdc cakes. i am vcry grateful to Phyllis for @ktng us e wel@m,

On rhe aiemmn of Saturday, 25th Junc thc wcather was a lot beuer dd the ftnbeB
of the South Wcst Crcup mt lhose of the Sourhcm crcup at the Windlesham Court
NuMncs in SD (ry. Allcn LIaU organisd this very succssful scnt and re kre giv€n a tatk
on the lursery by "rohn Hal] Ceneml Manager, tnen shNn arcund by rhe Maager, Alan
Neds. Ald showed us dcrj,thlng, frcm thc tabng of the orrin€s, the arc of the curUngs,
rhe po irg on dnd rl . \Lndu! our oi the I nrshcd prcducr. Tne nuMry prcducs lrMy
he-thcr planLs lor th- wholevlr rmde .nd rhF siAhr ol $ runy.urrinAs dd pLrnls Ms
oreMhelmldg - and aU the plants were ofvery god qualiry. At the end ofthe altem@n. !,ohn
Hall and Alan Neds prcvid€d som welomc refrcshmnt amngst the herbaeous bordeF
in the adjaent gardcn, b.longing to thc nur*ry oMer My thanks go ro Atlen HaU for
organisirg the eve.t and to .John I lall and Alan Neds for enbnabins us.

Ttc M.kcnd o lhe 2nd & 3d or Ju'y w+ when Lhe l@l grcup mr$<F tued rne
Ilather Saicty Stand at lhc Southampton Balloon and Flower FestjEl, on the Comon in
the centrc of Southampton. Many visitoE attcnded the Show, on a vcry l^rm rekend, ad
sw many olou.ful displays ofuirious plants laid on by the tnde and by spccialist soctetres.
I am gEt.ful to SLan and \royce Pitmn, Hcnry and Anne Pringle and ny wife, for helping me
to tun the Stdd during tbat wekend and to hel! to lpread the hrd .

On the aftemon of Satlrday, l6th July mmbeF vrstcd rhe garden ofnsht@ Conage,
ai lclntdgton Collrmn, ncar Srourh@d tn Wiltshirc. Thc gaden ls oFn to the lubjic on
.ertaln days durtng the sptng an.l sumrand is advertt*d ,n the Y€tlow Bok . The garden
ls tended by Wendy kuderdale and ber husbad, and Wendy n6 on hand ro anser
quesuons as mmbcE undered eund thc packcd, rraed bodere of helba@us plers
add shrubs. The Earden had a nurry tn one comerand. as usual, membeF enjoycd plcking
out em new plets fo. thcir oM gadens. My lhanks go ro Wendy lauderdatc and hs
husband for their hospitality-

The linal mecting of the ycar Ms on the ajiemmn of Saturday, ITrh Selrembcr, at t}Ie
garden of StlckyWickefin Auckland NcMon neeDorcheBtc.. This gaden nGrtes in avaltey
tunnjng up &bugh the North Dorst DoMs. Th€ garden bclongs ro Peter ad Pam l!*is
and ts advent*d tn th€ Yellow Book , The aftmoonwas slightly chlly but bright, with sme
sunshine fld the meurbeE cdjoyed a garden which r@ a @Iecrron offourgadens; the frcg
gardh. the bird gadcn, thc while gdden dd the rcund garden. There ms ptclty to s
in the colletion olgardcns , \1,'lth berbacsus and shrub bordeE stil displaiing pl€nty of
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.oloui Pam Lewisws on hand to answer questions and to *ll plants frcm thc smn nuery
alongside the rcund gaden, Peter Isis organisd rclrcsbment for the mmbcrs and this
Fun l€d otra splendid visit, dd the scasn ofvis s- My thanks go to Pctcr and I'am for thcir
ffi rclome to us all.

At thts point I 6hould say that I was vcry dlsappo,ntcrl with lhc attcndane at onc of rbe
m.tiDgs od b@use olthis, qlm ellort weni into avoiding embamssmcnl with the Sardcn
MeF, It w@ to m incredible that with a fairly large nrmbershlp in 7-nc I 2, I bavc ro
rtV on stalun mdb€F, thos ftembeF that tum up timc and tinre agaln to at lcast 2
ftnts dldng the yai. and 1d $me €*s, all the denls. Tbc nElings arc an opporruniry
fd lttnbeF to get togethcr, mcrt cach othcr, rEkc tncnds and talk about thcir lovc ol
heaths. Mdy u*tul ttps can be pas$d among men$.^, and probletu about hcathcr
culturc 6 be shed. The l@al gmup is a My ot pxtling a face upon thc ucathcr society
&d the fadlity should not bc wsted. /\s far as thc South Wcst Coup ls @n.cmcd thcre
ts m extE rcnberehi! fee and my aln dpens incurcd at meethgs 6 shared amng thc
li8ltore on tllat day. It ls not neBsary to appcar at all thc nrclings, only onc Pcrson ne.ls
ai*Eys to be tlet - dd that ls the organl*r. All the ownc6 of lhc gadcns and nur$rics
that w visit, eft of whom m menrbers. put a lot oi tinE and cfiort inro oPening thcir
gads dd t}le only way to show our appreciation is to be lhcre. Every ellon is madc to
mve the d6ts arcund the zone e that cach venue ls clcc to ai lcast a tN of the mnrbc.s
at least on@ aFai Finally - on tbe sDbject olattendane, all membcd ofthc tlcathcrSocicty
and thetr friends e wel@me to lool grcDp metings, e if a nrcmb€r lmm anothcr group
is vtstting tne aa thry u.il be mde vcry welcome.

Nry, to tum my attmtjon to thc firei two dcnts organi*d for 1995r

S.tu&'' March llth - tbis will be ajoint visit bciwccn our gbup and tbe Southem
Crcup and ft have been kindly invited to tbe ga.den/nu.sery of Bcrt and Diane Jones at
W6t CarEl h sotrMt, Bert and Dlane sp<lall* tn the wintcr/spring flo*cring hcathcrs
and hak r1Eyllne tuples ,n therr garden. At tbis tihe of ycar mDy of their plants will
be in fbwer e thi3wll be an idqloplDrtu njty to viry thc wintcr/sp.ing cultivars- Mcmbers
arc hdt€d to ar.ive any time aftcr I l.3O am and tho* ariving edly should bnng picnic
lunches to enjoy in the comlay of old friends, and hop€fuUy, nN ons. Otters Coun
HatlEF ls !x Back Strct (the tumirg by thc villagc shop) in lbc middle of rhc viua8e olwest
CaftL about r/2 hile suth of the A303 trunk rcad, wst of Y@vilton.

S.tuilrt Apdl ath - This wil bc the annual indoor metnrg ar rhe L]tch.tt Matnve6
v a€e tiaU tn Doreet, Membere should mct in thc haU by 2 pm, where we will bavc a talk
lyJohnHo.s€yofFjtndaleAlpines. Johnssubjectwilb€ llcathersandothcrErioaous
PlanB , We wiU also have our mnual tm clas table showi

clas l. A €* or bowl of heatheF in bloom
Clas 2. A E* o. bowl of heatheb shM Ior foliaEe ctfect,
h6snlbe aurded and thc Btrrnrr Bowl (, urcni.y h..J bvJ.nn rr T 'mlll ql b"

awarded to the qldbttor vnth tust potlts,
Lltchett Matlavcr js situatcd 6 milcs lom lroolc and I milc wcst otlhe P@1clBlan.fo.d

Road. The Vilagc HaU is on the rcst side ofthe High Strect, jusr no.rh ofthe Ro* and crcwn
Inn, Ample parking is avanabb and a ch&ge wil be mde to cover qpcn*s.

Srhrday 27th May 1995 visit to the gadcn ofJoyLf and Slan I'lirE. at Colden
Conm4 ned Eastlei€h ti Hdpshire, More dchns in lhc Spri.g llullclin.

FluW,wuld ftmber please remember that, if they retruirc fu.ther d€tails of thc visits,
theyshodd *nd ft 2 SAE S, wellbeforethe IlEt heeting ofthcycai lfat aU possible it would
b. ap!rcctated iftrnibG cortd gjre mc a @U (on 0703 864336) ten days bcforc thc uEcling,
ftheY hte'd to @ft 

Ph'Jovncr


