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Atthzbegiflning ofNoaenbet 1999 (backin the last nillentiud, -uhitst doift8n! usnt
naming circuitofth. g dtnwith o1t t1n Sh2lties,I t',w sttltckw the musual numbel ol
heothtrs rrhich lwre abeaay in blaorn. Herc in lle4odshirc tlv Lointet/spnng foueinS
tuathzrs rard! shtu any cobw behrc n'id-Decenber at thc ea icst, let Enci unea
'Dece bel Rrd',lct Pinc.ss','Goden Sta et,'l.ohses RuUn', Enca, datleyerlsis Mtry
Helen','Kn lasRed','White Pe4bdion', DarW DaIe' and'Gllost Hills'werc aU infoffi.
PeruElely, Enca erigeta'Bi'n Pnudley', uhih,,na ! ti'r,e6 in the past, hts flotwed hl
us as eaiy as OdobeL oss still in tight bud. Ofthe sun er fow6ing l@th'rc ohich ueft
sn slwruing colour, the ntost outstanding uas Erica cilians'MauEaru' which uas sti4
putting ot a bn iaftt shoq oith'Daltid Mcclintock' not far behhd. lt'lhtr a st/ange season
it uas! I wnter htu otherc Iond it? Please uite and let us k1lou.

Eerly rotlcc of our Allual Gcrcral Mecthg
Saturdalr goth September 2OOO

As Yre do Doi hav€ a dom€stlc confermce thl"s year, tlrc AGM will b€ held at th€
Portland Hotel & Park R€siaurant, Buxton on Saturday 30 S€pt€mber 2000. There$'Il
be an aitemoon oftalks on t}le South Aftica Field Trip foloi'ed by the AGM. For tlos€
staytrg o!"er, therc wi[ be an Open Forum after dinn€r. Full detalls will appear in the
Summer Bullettr

On the Sunday momtng. there wil be a Council meeting add, hopdully, a uslt to
alocal garddr forno$-Counc lors. Mate it part ofa super veek€nd l'lsltlng t}le local
attractlons of the Peah Dlstrlct.

cost: 328 for day delegates whlch lncludes moming coffee, buff€t lunch. aftemoon
tea and blscults.

9SS per person for doubl€ occupancy {S68 for slngle rooB) includcs nomlng
cofiee, bufiet lunch, aftemoon tea and blscults plus 3 course Table d Hot€ dinrl€t 3nd
brealdast

The hotel only has 22 be&oom (all en suite) so, to avoid drsapPointrn€nt we need
to make early booHrgs wlth the hotel. Pleas€ let me kmw fyou wish to att€nd as soon
as possible.

DaDld Small,
Chdn'n(rn.
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Interratloral Corfercrce 26th to 29th August 2OOO

The nnat bookings are now being taken for the ffrst Intemational confercnc€ on
Heathers, to b€ held at E:mshom, Germany. Th€ programme is as follo*'sl

Ftfttry 25 A!g!6t
16:00 ArriPal of partlcipanb.
18:30 A W€lcom€ Party. (Knowing t}te G€mans, thts will be v€ry good)
Set|rrday 2A Aug[rt: A vi6it ln the moming to prtuaie gardens and a ldsit io

Heldepark Heidberg followed by luDch and a vtslt to sp€ciallst nurs€rles ln the
altemoon. Dtu€r at 19:30

Su[rhy 2? Algust: At present ther€ will b€ 2 talks in th€ momingr ' Di€
FormeN'i€ alt d€r €uropSjschen Heiden" (Ihe wide div€rsity of forms of Duropean
heath€rs) by Kurt r\ramer. B€lng a superb photogapher, I am sur€ we ar€ ln for a
treat. "Placlng heatherc on the Tree of Ufe" by Ian Small. This talk q'ill trace how DNA
testirg is used to augment conv€nllonal botany to Gtablish th€ relattonshlp between
specle3. Atter lunch, there ls a r'lslt to the Arboretum Ellerdorp.

Uonrlry 2A Augrrt: Visit to a porcelain factory follo.r.,€d by a visit to west€rmann
heatler nursery. After lunch there ls a visit to a h€ath€r garden at Schn€verdingen
and a walk on tlrc n€arby heatb. I thlnk there is a lantastlc village tler€ which sels
aI sorts of things nad€ from heath€r. In the evenlng th€re is a Farewell party.

Th€ cost of th€ Conferenc€ is 755Dn {approx. fl53) per p€rson for a twill room,
or 795Drn (approx. €266) per person for a slngle room. Partlclpants wjll be livolced
direcily by the tour company employed by CeseLlsch4ll tur Hiedpjwnde. Ntho[gh
credit/d€bli card b probably the most convenlent way of paylng. it cafl1es a 50,6

Mlnl Tour by Mlnl-bus

Those m€mbels who are attendjng the lnt€mational Conference can also Join in
a mt{-tour of Holland alrd G€nlany should tlley *'ish to. The tour ls as follovrs:

wednesday 24 AUgNL Mlil-buses leave Somerset around mid'day collecting
paruclpants at varlous poj.nts lto be arranged). Overntght stop at Pipps Ford lB&B)
near Ipswich.

Thursday 25 August: Ferry from Hafflch (dep 10.551 - Hook of Holand (arr.
15.25)

ftavel to Schtphol airport to plck up pa$engers at 17.00. Travel to Gouda,
OrEmght stop at Hotel Campanile (2'l

Fltrhy 28 Augt$! Travel to Elmshom.
Tuetdat 2gAqultt Trav€l to Bad Z^'bchenalu. vtsitto tir heath..fri,l dr.,.-.i"

ERRATA - Mini Tour bY Mini-bu3

The e[or is in the early dates of the mini-tour.

The tou starts on Wednesday 23 August hom the south of England

Thursalav 24 Auqust is whmthe lou travels by ferry from HaRnh and also Pick up

from Schiphol Airporr NOT 25 Augusl as originally stated

Friday 25 AugustL the day we travel to Ebrshom near Hambug
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around. OvemEht stop at Hotel Csmpadle {2'}, Gouda.
Th!..dry tl Artu.tr A montngl'lslt to two heath€r nurseries ln Boskoop. Travel

to Schiphol (arr. 14:00) to drop a.ny passeng€rs travellig by alr. TralEl to Hook of
Ho and for ferry {dep. 16.05), arrMng ln Harwich at 18:50. Ov€mlght stop at Plpps
Ford {B&B) nesr lFs'1ch can b€ aIrrnged.

IHrhy 1 Acptcrrrbcc Mini.bus€s travel to Somerset after breakfa6t dropping
particlpenb at varlous pointc {to be arraiged).

The al]ugl9stted cmt of the minl'tour 1s C2r4 (pcrpcr.or) forteorh|'llg
lg66 for rbglc treYcl.
The above costs lnclude t}l€ cost of the ferry, hile of drn'bus, fuel and

accommodatlon en route. It does NOT include m€als €n route and assumes 12
passengers p€r coach. lt do€s NOT include the extra B&B nights at Pipps Fod near
Ipswich.

For pa$€ngers allghting at Schtphol deduct 92.
For thos€ interest€d ir either th€ Confer€nc€ or the mlnftour or want further

lnforoaflon please srtte to Dalid ShaI, Denb€igh, Al Sajnts Road, Creeting St. Mary,
IpsMch IP6 8PJ or email at heathers@zetnet.co.uk hy 8t Urrch.

SecrGtary's Snlppet
Ron Cleevely

Hatng r€sunected thls method of keep,ng memberc inform€d of events &
declstons of Councn I n€€d to contlnue. Y€t, at the mom€nt, three weeks before the
next Council m€eting, th€re is littl€ of consequence to r€port. No doubt, our
delib€rauons ar February \l:lll chang€ t}le situatlonl Horever, follo*jng my mention
ofthe possibility ofprodudrg a new Menbershlp Ust, I can report that thls i3 ii hand
and, subj€ct to Council s approval, will be a1€Iable on tle order form accompanying
this Brrl€tirt- With regard to the possibilities of panicipatlng at Chelsea 2000, or
orgadslng ev€nts for Natlonal Sclenceweek h March 2000, I have to r€late that owlng
to very few m€nbers offering to asslst in eltler prclect, it has been recognls€d tlat it
ls lmpracucable for th€ Soclety to become Avok€d in elther event.

&owslng through t]le Bulletli of tb€ Alplne Garden Society, shortly after the
Falfiouth Conference, the President, noted a request ftom the producer of Channd
Foufs prog.amme "Real Gard€nq' for those gardeners intending to ma}€ signtficant
changes or der€lopment! tr tlet gadens, to alow ihem to be f€atur€d in the
fortheomjng s€rles. Vaflous sugg€stions{,tIe made as to thos€ members oflh€}ieath€r
Socleu, s'ho dright be prepar€d to parhcipate, and Ron Wing, when approached,
valiantlyofercd to subjecthlms€fito thls ordealby €xperts'& the medtaasanychaiges
he rnade werc eff€cted. Although Rons offer wa! constder€d. other gard€nr w€re
dentually selected fiom ttle huge r€sponee to the onginal nouce. But I lmow that
Councit was ortr€nely appr€claU\€ of hls wtllngness to demonstrate tnat the gard€ns
ofHeath€r Socl€ty mernbers arc not sol€ly derot€d to h€atheF, but can be very di\€rse,
vhile considerable \,"adauon occurs in the Edcac€ae an''w"ay, as we aI know.

Towards tle end of 1999, I heard of the loss of Mr. Hector Claugher, a member of
the Society 6ince 1980. He had tnoughdully ensured that his full set ofth€ Yearbooks
was b€queathed to u6, ln order tl|at tlese could be Eade avalable to another member
or organisatron, n€€dlng to refer to tlleE. The b€quest also contains many numbers
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ofvols. 3, 4 & 5 of the Esued4
Several m€mbers at the Falmouth Confeienc€, expressed an intercst trr t}le

splenalld tartan attlre wom by our speater Hon ard Kemow from the Comwdl Wldlfe
Trust. Barry Se ers intended to publlsh the details of thls Cornlsh tartan h tle
y€arbook Report, but as space *as linit€d lt has had to be publlsh€d hercl_Ihe iartan oIK€mow {Comsall) ls 60 liches wld€ and i0ade from 100% pure vrool;
it ls only atdlable from An Gemyk, St. Hillary, Penzance, Comwa TR20 9D0.

The domrnant colou ofpurple repr$mts t}]e protusion ofheathers found gro*tng
on tie moors of Comwall. This is jnt€rsp€rsed wit! a baid of red, repr€senting the
colour of the beal and legs of the Corrfth Chough. this ln tum ls bounded on bot!
sides by a tllin golden-yellow line to depict th€ gorse amongst whtch the heathers are
found growhg. In tle centre of the pattem, which repeats every 4+ inch€s, is a whlte
cmss on a black background, the cross of St. Prian, ti€ national flag of Comwall.'

As yet, the RHS has not in€luded m€ntion of our web site amongst those listed on
its oyrn Home page, nor has any mmtion b€en made in their W€b Watch' featur€
publbh€d at ,nterva.ls in ?h€ Cor&n Stil lt is worth looking at such 6it€s, ifyou ar€
genemlly lnierested in all aspects of horuculiure. Among those I have visit€d are
these ; wwtr.llneweevll.org.uk tgil'ing detaXs of the p€st that seems to have sudd€nly
b€con€ a major scourg€ ofboth gard€n and potted plants, although our Primulacea
sufiered as farback as r S82li <l8aa4llseld.lalcb.edlzagpsalD lthls siie provides
floral radiographs of numerous gaden flowers; t}le only m€mber of t}te Ericaceae so
far is that ofAzalea, but look at t}le FjIy €dges oI Cyclamen l€aves, or th€ attmcuve
pattem produced !y HonesM. Anong those devoted to tlees which apart from
providing photogaphs also yleld tnformation on books, other associat€d orgartsattons
&c. &c. are: for Britain: - which coverB 30 specl€s ofBrltlsh iJe€s; & for North Amedca:
which has tree range maps fiom th€ out-of-pturt atlas by Elbert Uttle.

Fantasy FoitDlght
Susle Kay

It had seemed lfte an etemlty stnc€ the id€a of a lield trip to SouUr Afrlca, flIst
proposed at the Dublin confer€nce in 1995, was happenrng. After montls o{ decisions
onvhat cloth€s, what shorts. what footwear; here wewer€, ten of us ln an lmmigration
queue at Cape Town, bleary eyed after a 12 hour ovemight flight, but aU exp€ctant for
what ras enead of us.

Outside Ted and lnge Oltuer were s?iiing to greet us. Bags load€d hto a luxury
coach we heard tle Rrst of many talks from Ted, delivered in impeccabl€ pros€ wltlr
an encyclopaedlc linowledge of his sunoundirEs. As we n€aied olr hotel we pass€d
a spar*ing new pdson vtth a big welcome sign over the gat€s; th13 Foduced much
laughter as wt bowled through our o*'n s€cudtygates to the Steenberg Country Hotel,
immaculate gmullds and wonderful view of Constanuab€rg. Lu.urious rooms, but no
time to test the bed, as th€r€ ls so much to see ard do.

A drive into Cape Towrl so t]lat T€d ard David could conduct some bureaucntic
exerclse on export permlts, whilst the r€st of us \e€nder€d through the Company
Gardens, magniftcent unusual tr€es, and tlen all tog€ther again to leam oui new
routlne. Our new coach. which was probably th€ oldest in the fleet, groud ifs \l?y
slolly up Signal Hill to the vantage point, where rse a! leapt out to admire our tust
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Cape Heath gmirlng ln t}l€ \rild - E ba.cans. Much photographlng and examliauon
under hand lenses, and the begjinlng of th€ great cutting exercise.

Back to the hotel for good food, good chatier ard lumhatlng leciures from Ted,
plos of course, tnbibing the local wlnes. Poor Alan l'!ay, the new€st member of tne
heather society became our somm€Uer for t}le rcst of tle trip.

Ted exp€ct€d us to be on tne coach by oa:30 am. every morning, there was a groan
from one p€rson, but, I hav€ to point out, she was never late for the bus departure.

The ffIst whole day was at Xlrstenbosch and the Cape folk shottd b€ righit pIoud of
their Natonal Garden. W€ w€re treat€d to a iour of !€rious functions that suPpot t}l€
gardens. Ir ihe potUng area local volunteers lllr€ busf worklng, aI wer€ membe6 of th€
Botanical Society of South Aftie, who had been traimd in nuEery sialls and Fo!'1d€d a
r"luable s€Mce. Their potting rnixtur€was puherised pine baik and s3nd and they seem€d
very €xpert. l,laiy members were th€n heaid gasping and oohing and aaling as we wete
in th€ secuon dealtcated to encas. So nany cape heaths arranged bdore u3, a v€ritabl€
comucopla, or should that b€ ericacopia? But these ltre not for cuttjng mat€rial

Out to the actual Exca garden with James Townsend. Wann sunshine and Table
Mountatn in all its glory as the s€tting fo. our Brsi picnrc lunch with sun btrds dlpplng
their long beals Arto proteas surroundAg the Dricas..

To t}le res€arch centie and Ted and Inge s olffce in tle herbariurn, but not bdore
one of our group vras lost a.rld two way radios brought into use in t}le search. A
sup€rbly ananged facility aI neatly organised with rows and rows oI sliding inys ful
ofEn;ca specimens. Th€ amount ofbotarncal knowl€dge contajn€d in thls building was

me South Ahtcan partA at cape Agult'as, the soxthe'n'most pol'lt oJ
AJrica. LeJt to nght, Dtane Jones, Barry WUW Ted oltDe. EIIa Mag
WuIlJ, Peter Bingham, David.Edge, our dnver, susie Kag, Bcrrv s€ll€rs,
AI.rn Ka . Anne smdll and DaDId stl]'oll
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a1|€ lnsplrli€. N€xt we risit€d the shop wh€re many goodi€s were avallable, not least

On to a real tourist day a€ we ascended Table Mountarn by a fabulous new
revoh'lng cable car, along with hundrcds of other tourists. Mixed with th€ tounsts
wer€ dassie (an ov€EFo*n han$te! like creature, but more closely related to tle
el€phant) and we had strlct lnstructlons not to f€ed them, the dassle tlat ls.

The alt€moon v,/as spent ascending Constartiab€rg in our ancient bus through a
logging camp with thlck mud. Our drlv€rwas valtant ln hts efforts when we met a car
descending on t]le single-hack road wiih a preclpltous drop to t}le side. Several
members ihought it wter to go on fooi even though 1t ir,?s uphu. A pdvate road led
to t}te FM statlon at th€ top and \r,e aI enJoyed th€ walk down through t}le &'rlbos l'1th
all lts Cape Heatls

Penguins for Wedn€sday on Boulder Beach, th€ ,Jackass variety, nhich wer€
cordoned otr but agah the cameras wer€ cllcklng. On to tl)e Cape of Good Hop€ and
t}le scerlc ddve along Chapman's Peak *tth spectacular vlews. Dlrmer that night was
in the u?ckiest restaurant any of us had everbeen to - not one liece ofchina, flatware,
glasses or even chairs, tables and clotls matching. This {,as after we had driven round
donmtown Cap€ Town, up and do\l.rl streets, phone cals back to the hot€I, inqulring
ofpassersbytotrytolind t}le place, but itwas allworthit fabulous food and sewlce.

By t}lls ttne, a couple of our members w€re beglnnlng to go do*ar \l1th hldeous
cotds. It vJas rumoured had been import€d from Am€rica, but who knows? Eventually
8 out of lo of us suff€red at eome tlme along with the drlver. Only Ted, David Snall
and American Barry wer€ inmune. Sou*r Afrlcan pharmacies did even better out of
us than Kodak.

Trme to move via St€llenbosch, Ted s home tovn, ard renew acquaintanc€ witl
D€on Kotze (Dublii fi€ld tllp 19951, who ls now Curator for t}le Urnverstty Botarncal
Gardens. He gave us a compr€hensive guid€d tour sho\r4ng us his plans for rcplanting.
We were t}le tust to use his new outdoor caf€.

To Els€nberg, a res€arch stauon wh€re they arc looking at commer.ial prospe.ts for
Cape Snbos plants. The nurs€rymen{€r€ in their el€ment}rith much excha4e ofvi€ws.

As we were now in one of the princtpal *ine grovring areas, lunch had been
aranged at a r1nery durlng whtch ee had th€ chance to taste several of the estate s
excellent wines. But. no time to relax. back to Stellenbosch where Ted took us on a
guided tour of sorn€ of the beautitul Cape buildings of this univercity toliTl.

Across wond€rtul mountaln passes to FYan8cho€k, settled by t}le Hugenots and
meaning Frcnch comer. On the way w€ passed a sign to Kyl€more. I thought I was back
ji Connemara and wonder€d which ]nsh family had settled there.

W€ all had enormous morns in the Ouarti€r Francais, sith giant beds and fireplaces.
Havlig collected Inge and Gerhard fiirsten, one half o{ the authorchip of'Ericas

of South Aftlca", now e€[ advanced ii y€ars but sull a great $€lker and botaidst, we
asc€nded Elandsklo€l The }i'alk was led by G€rard Hansfod, who later in the day took
us to his v€ry o$n Erlca t}lat he found about thre€ years ago. A very iiny speciee (E
hdnsfordio but vitl wond€rful omate yelow flo$'ers hiding und€r stands of Drica
b€rgiana- Flrst we had to be transport€d ln stages in trucks dosrl tracks and tnen ford
a shearo, some did this in their bare f€et, son€just walk€d through in their a.ll terrain
sandals. Very much a whlte cream and ydlow day for tie Elicas wlth E leuanthefo
being the most prominent. A the wbne, bags are b€ing filled with cutungs, hurdreds
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of photographs and much note taking.
Sunday was to go up Jonaskop with a road up the mountain, so a new bus had

b€en supp €d, but somehow l'e s€€med to miss the gear glinding and wonderlng f
we would make it up th€ next hill. Again thls was a private road and Ted had keys to
op€n th€ varlous gates. We think there w€re mountains all around us, but the cloud
had com€ don n and taken t}le world away. D€spite the sne€zlng and coughing, thrce
members chose to walk down t}le road e'lth its harpin bends and out of th€ mist on€
would caich g mps€s of fa-ntastrc llm€stone rock formations ard encas everywh€re

Tl,.ne to move again, but ihe new bus is smaller and has no boot, so all t}l€
suitcas€s. holdalls, carrier bags and not forgetbng the packed lunches have to be
stored on th€ back seat, somehow t-h€re was sull room for ev€ryone to have a seat

Back dowr to the coast via Gordon's Bay and Betys Bay*'ith a stop ofat Th€ Harold
Port€r carden ard then to a most fabulous \€11€y in th€ Kogelbe4. A young \lard€n took
us on a short walk up towards t}le mountains, loowing oractly where the various Fjcus
wEre in flower, particulady E. carnponulrtis. AI of th€ plac€s we vlsit are natur€ resen€s
alrd to walk in the Kogelb€rg a pass is needed and ody 12 visitors a.re allowed €ach day
A wonderful place if, Iike m€, you llke mountajns. I }ras distrarght to hear that this is one
ofthe areas of$nbos, which has b€en d€stroyed by the r€cent Cape 6rcs We can only
hope that the smoke regen€rauon (s€e v€orbook 1999: 231 realy do€s {ork.

So to Hermanus, the whale watching capltal of th€ world, with a to$'n crier to
announce when tley are in r€sidence. we were not disappotnted Their fog hom cals
or shouts ofjoy ar€ really somethhg. A lislt to F€rnklool nature reser€, again staf€d
by volunteers, wher€ we m€t Pricilla, a v€ry grand lady. but agatn a rema*able
botanist who has tnsprred many others

Lunch was in a speclal cav€ where you can watch the whales as you din€. Som€
memb€rs then couldn t reslst a visit to tie local nursery, where they wer€ presented
$tth several Cape Heatls to ta]re home.

The 'riter oft]ts short piec€ went for a w"]k along the coastal path and actualy swam
in the surf (pictures to prove id. The na.ss€s ofE pluJcenetiiwere a slght to behold, as w€re
in quite a differ€nt way the Herculean efforts of the dung beeiies.

Alan and P€ter d€cid€d to play gofvJhilst th€ r€st of us iter€ tr€ated to a special
day at tle estate of Thys de Villi€rs. His land is cov€red in Cape Heaths and
€ncouraged by Ted he has b€com€ a botanlst. On airival we wer€ giv€n t€a and cotree
and t}len climbed into two Land Rovers. Da!'1d Edge was ill his €lement and faschat€d
by the e\-tras thai had b€en fttt€d io th€ vehlcl€s. Away rr'e w€nt, through th€ scrub
and sometimes on tracks, up and up to ih€ clouds again. Forev€r leaping oui, he
showed us 35 d{Ierent species, all rn flo*er. Our hterest more and more flred by t}e
enthusiasm for oul dear Excas shor\'n by thes€ g rdes. A long df''e back and as usual
most people fdl asleep. This was t}le norm every aftemoon; it must hav€ b€en the
mountaln air as t]rcre was no alcohol in tle picrdc lunches.

On to t}le south€mdost point oI Soutl Africa, Cape Agulhas. The wind seems to
have got up to near hurricare strength, so after a very quick group photograph $'tth
t}le lighthouse in the background we continued ourjoumey to Arntston, our rdug€
for the night. It is about thls tlrne that someone su€gests that tn€ Sodety should hav€
a timeshar€ somewherern theCape. Dar'ld Edge isappoinled remporary treasurerand
various suggestions are mad€ as to where lt should be Even f v'e car't run to a
tim€share, how about t}le next AGM? The ideas on tundlig became more outrageous

Tim€ to head north again, t}le wind has calm€d, but the sun is gettrng hott€r' We
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are atl very good lvlth hats and crealn. MiI€s and mles of dirt roads. which thanldully
$€re dry, so you have only dust to cope with. A larg€ cobm was spotted ard the coach
screeches to a halt so that all car s€€. T€d and otlers had wamed us about th€
reptlles. but tlls was oul llrst slghilng. Alilough we never saw t}le 'big 5'we had seen
lots ofwildlfe, ostrlch€s, baboons, springbok, tortoises and birds gatore.

To arcth€r b€autjful house and a irip to see a differ€nt crop. Honeybush-Tea,
which ri'e had iasted at lflrst€nbosch. Very refreshing. The farm€r had trl€d gm'ing
Erla daphtiflorc as a, cammercial pmposltton, bui had not been too successful,
hlgher hopes for th€ honeybush.

To Klipp€ RMer, r*ere i€ had tal(en over th€ entire hotel. Major, an lrish Wolhound
and his new pla).mate MoIy, afour month old pup as blg as rnyfu y grown Bordercoll€,
met us. My husband arld I had b€en girren &€ honeyrnoon mttage, s€t apan tun ih€ rest
ofthe hot€I. The iempeiatue was now up ar the nlneties, but there *as a swjrnming pool

Joann€, th€ chefmamger, treated us to a n ondertul meal The setting for this v€ry Cap€
Dutch house $as ln view of the langeb€rg Mountalns and r!€ felt we r€re In par-adise. Our
main concem b€lng how to keep ih€ plants and cutungs cool. We had s€m so many Cape
Heaths, AIul€ Slnal keptanDningrEcord and said u€ $€re up to I50 sp€ci€s. So soneleople
had b€en n orktrg very hard. BarIy had b€trr conecEng s€€ds so tts load was much lighter.

On route we passed an old town called Barry!'tXe, so stop again as we nust have
a photogaph ofthe tuD Barry s proclaining thel.town. Al$?ys the c.y was "where can
I get morc Jtlm' and somehow we always maraged to llnd a shop. How I admired t}le
dedrcation of Diare, who photographed eve.y specqnen agajnst a daik baekground,
her trous€rs, and her copious note taldng ald how can T€d remernber ev€ry single
name, notjust ihe E}icas. but th€ Restiods, the orchids for EIaMay, t}le l^eu.aderidrons,
t}le Proteds, in fact ev€ry plant w€ saw.

The next day da*,n€d even hotter and a much depl€ted party set off for the
Gmotlebos wlld€mess area. Four stay€d behind and wer€ taten lnto Swetlendam, the
second oldesi toM in South Aftca. by Joanne. The brave explorers retum€d, very r€d
in t}le face and €xhausted by th€ heat, to Joln us in a very welcome dtp tn the pool.

Goodbye to Malor and MoIy and on to our last day of Ehca spotting in t}le b€auiiful
to*n of Gre}1on. A wondertul welcome by some c€rman settlers who had their very
own nature resewe and then a guid€d tour by a v€ry upright 83 year old, up the trail
u'e w€nt. As he walked aloDg, h€ was pulllig up the occasional weed, usually a pine
seedAE and amounced that he and hrs \r'fe righteously we€ded thts 2O0O acre
reserv€ to make sure only th€ lndigenous plant grew and wele not ovenaten by atiens.
Her€ we found E. ouinq which it was felt would malre a sup€rb pot plant back in
Europe. Do*rI tle irail to a magnjfc€nt lunch provided by oul bost6 ard a chance to
look round tleir delightful garden and talk about Dri.as.

How hard to leav€ th€ mountalns, tlle llowers and the vastness lnto the tplnc and
people for our last nrght. As b€fltthg tleir status David and Anne were awarded thelr
own €fand apartment complete \l]ith sh€rry and port bottles.

Our fina-l few hours b€for€ departur€ wer€ spent ln shopping in various areas.
Soee ofusvlsited Silverh l S€€ds, some went to Ikstenbosch and som€ went to the
Wat€rfiont shopping mall in Cape Town. Betng jr need of some retait therapy I
managed aI tlree. Dalid and Ann€ spent their day setting up new relationships,
which they hope w l l€ad to cross continent tralllc ln cutungs, and understanding.

At 5 pm it was goodbye to Ted, Ing€ and our dnver. Ted probably heaved a huge
sigh ofrelief. As wlth any trlp tlere w€re p.obl€ms *ith accommodation and iransport
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vrith Davld and T€d sortlng thes€ out, ihus gI,hg tle rest of us a chance to have the
mo3t wond€rful ftne.

P.S. Dear Daltd. when can n'e go again to see the other 600 we rntssed

North Amerlcan lleather Soclety Conferetrcc,
Scpt. 17-19 1999
Davld Plumddge

It was the tum ofthe Northeast Heath€r Society to host the annual conterence As
Rita and I had tlorcughly enjoyed tleir Cape Cod event two years b€fore - and wished
to see more of N€w England - we dectded to resere our place How€ver, tl s soon
meant workl Donald MacKay asked us to give a pr$€ntatlon Ajter some appr€hension
w€ thought thts would gtve us an opportunity to disclose our 'secr€t ar€a" io our
Anerlcan Iriends. lvhen th€y visit Brit ln the Nortl East is a litue more i}lan a no
oan's land as they scurry fuom York to Edbbu4h

The agr€ed subject became "Heathers and the Nortl Pennlnes'. This fairlv oPen
title $.ould allow consideration of both the natural and cultii?ied vadeues' which
thrlve in the area. Altlough I had sp€nt my childhood and beyond roa-ming our
moodand, I found I stltl had a lot to learn about grouse moo. management and how
it is responsible for the gorious sntath€s ofpurpl€ heatber on the uplands. Fortunately
our local keeper with his lifetirne of erperience e?s able to mak€ me reaitse that there
v,/as a lot Elore to it than burr ng ofl a patch of heather now and tlenl W}]ile talcttg
slides of a local shoot some ot t}le liuns showed interesl llr my proj€d and one moor
owner from North Yorkshlre was kind enough to glv€ me several mtnut€s oI his trme
for mor€ useful snippets of tnformauon. whatever you thtnk of "blood spons" there
is no doubt our heather mools would sedously deteriorate were it not for the attention
they are giver for tl€ beneflt of the grous€

we also have some good examples of lowland h€ath and it was pleasing to h€ar
about t}le attenuon given to lts consenatlon by D€iish Nalut€ and otner bcal
conservatlon groups and agenci€s.

To shqw the local Caluna at lts best. slides had to be tak€n rtght up to the last
minute. You can tnaglne the relief when the last box of sltd€s arrlved from tl}e
prccessors on the morntng of our depariur€ to Newcastle arportl

After that aI u'ent exceedingly w€ll- FYends John aDd GaI Salstroo fmm
Mtnnesota ptck€d us up at Boston They had hndly invit€d us to share thelr thre€
w€€k toul oi N€w England and canada. we ambled up t}le coast staylng in delightfut
B&B's in lovely little seaside towns and errived on schedule on i}le Friday at the
ConJer€nce HO in Rockland, Malne.

The ConJ€renc€ organtsatlon and support do€umentauon was {'ell up to the
standard we have cone to e-'Qect. A few didn't mate lt because ofhurrlcane Floyd' but
the 45 who dtd seemed to €njoy th€ms€lves. Luckily, my talk was the ffrst ltem on the
ag€nda so I *'as abl€ to relax and enloy th€ rest of th€ proceedtngs. Donald Macxay-
trad 'londty' aavrsea the audrence to listen very caretuIy as ttle speak€r's v€rslon of
northem English would be djillcult to decipher. and volunteered to translat€ where
necessary. pisptte ttris handlcap, th€ $st ofth€ mcssage s€€m€d to get through and
not too many sl€€py heads were noted.
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There lr)as only tiln€ on th€ Satuday for one of the two sctredul€d ta]ks. Fortunately vn
managed to peNuade }turry Bortn to give us a lat€ night pd.mte vlecdng ofhis slide sllow
Thls r%s a prottrdnun€ ofslld€s and not€€ h€ has pui toge&er to gir€ to gardening club and
otherjnter€st€d gmuFs. As might be expect€d from such a long established and able heather
groc/er aid Fopagator, it prolides a valuable liiroducilon to the subJect ftom a North
Amerlun angle. Po€€lbly such a progranm€ cruld b€ consld€r€d for us€ in the UK? It *!uld
certainry tal(e out the had wo* of produclng your ox]n show. I klow from expertenc€ that
gErdening club6, church groups, wl's etc. arc alwals on the lockout for talks. I hav€ already
8iv€n tu,o repeais ofny Maine talk and am scheduled for thr€e rnore in the locality. lt canl
do any harm to sow a few se€ds of heath€r pmpaganda around your ateal

Harrys talk got €ased out by a combination ofan ov€run by ih€ Main€ lobster dinner
(gr€at tun - but not for the lobstefsl) and the tatk by Dr. Donghr aan fom the UniveFity
of Malne. H€ described his scientjffc trlals of&i.as and Ca&]nos l'ttl regard to planung
date and various foms ofwnter protecuon. H€ also carried out laboratory fteezing tests
on si€m and leafussue samples. It u,as rclealing to note, for e.'a-rnple, in i}lat part of the
world, Mthout wint€r cov€r, the &ica cam€4 O Dagans and E x ddrleyensis in the rdal
suffered 100% mortalrty. Should anyone wish to s€e th€ fun resuLs I would be happy to
supply a copy. David Small has alr€ady b€en supplted with one.

Th€ f€asung and lectures were accompani€d byvlslts to pdvate and publtc gardens
as wel ae taking in solne oft]e d€llghuul coastal scenery. Unlike back homq where
our Calunos w€re Just staiiing to male a show, ttl€ir majn flow€ring period &?s over
so it was a llttle disappointing from that potnt of view- It *?s particulady pleasing to
see the n€u/ demonsiration planting of 30 vanetles of heath€r at the Merrysprlng
Hortlcultural Nature Park ananged by t}te local group with th€ help a donation by th€
Ro€k Spray nursery ' aI helping to 0y the flag for heatler.

Lat€r in the trip our "tour guide" Gaii includ€d a visit to Donald MacKay's r€treat
ln V€rmont with lovely mountain Uews. We w€rc surpdsed to find an EX.a clnerea in
bloom. Donald probably stole tt Fon hlgh up on a Scotush mountain - h€nce its
hardlness? Wlnl€ he has excellent tree b€lt shelter. an area wher€ the Eound can
fr€€ze dov,n to nve feet can't be considered conducive to easy heath€r growing. D€sptte
tlis he has Caluna sprouting all over tle place from cuttings he lust shcks in th€
gound after trjmmhg his heath€rs rdth a lawn mow€r set highl

While rl'€ may fe€l v,€ su-trer harsh growing condiuons in ille North Pemines, they ar€
nothlrg compared to the exts€mes €xp€rienc€d by our heather fd€nds in N€w England.
So we are l€ry gratetul for the much geater range of r€ri€Ues that u'€ can gmw in
conparison. Sfllt, they celtalnly ertoy th€ir h€ath€r gro*jng and it *?s a gr€at pl€asue
to be Mth th€m onc€ agaln and enloy inore of that lov€b part of the *r)rld in the fall

The Hlstory of Co,tluna tulgo'ris 'ElegaDtlsslma'

and 'A McEolr of 'walter l[gwerset*
Davld McCllntock

In ch€cktrg names for the R€gist€r, care was n€€ded h sortirg these and st_rnitar
nam€s. That alle pladsman Walter Ingwers€n (1866- 1960), wbo founded th€ lirm in
1928. came across his plant in the Minho mountajns north of Coinbra in N. Portugal,
still iD flower ir March that year. He called tt Ele{antissima.
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H€ described n as 'oftruly el€gant habit, d€velophg irnmens€ly long flower spikes,
fr€quently more than a foot ln l€ngth and sorn€times as much as 18 ,ns loos€ly set
Mrh Dr€tw l ac- otnk flowers produced from Ocloberlo December".'The nosi €legant
ofa;ea6ers"a.sRevCELytlel11869-I944l Pr€ident of the Aipiie Garden Socletv
wrot€ a 6onth before he died.

It was quit€ s'tdely grownr I rcmember lt well lts only drawback *as that it *€s
somewhat iender aad the winter of 1940 did 1t no good- Norman Webster of Forres
wrote that lt was not hardy there. but at Nalrn {twelve mtles to the east) it never faled
to surlr€. He attnbut€d thls to the lighter sandy soil, but surcly careful plachg for
the b€st microcllrnate will hav€ accounted for more.

Ayear a.fterwalt€r's discovery, F Senn€n (1861- rSSZ publish€d t}le nam€ Cauuna
elegdntissin@as a species lwhich, nghtly, W Beilerlnck (l 89 r - 1960) r€duced to a form
of aaluna uulgati-sl. This ln'as for a plart glo]^ing "sur plusiens points du massif d€
Tibidabo' ln Morocco, where Beij€nnck also saw it. Its flowers wer€ "Llolet ravlssant
plus ou moins clair sur le tard de fautumne." lt has b€en claimed since fion spaln
Ther€ are specimens at Kev,/ and Wageningen.

Some ttme after the war, with my growtng interesi ln heathers, I noticed ihat
'Eledanti6sima had been used slnce 1906 on the Continent for awhlte_flower€d plant'

anal-ev€n by three nursertes in England. So about l9To Walter's plant became
dlsrii:rsuished as Eleqa-ntissirDa Waller tngwersen

re"n years tater hos€vet. Chns Bnckell. fien our Chalrman insisled thar' since
part of iirc nam€ was in tatin, (which had be€n fotbidden sinc€ l95S for a cultivarl
ihewhole nameli'as €sltimate, howev€rsensible So th€ offendlng word was cut out
and we were left $'ith Jult Walt€r Ingwers€n th€ third name his plant has had But
this corection was no long€r n€eded, desPlte the full trlnomial belng list€d by
Haalboom in 1975, sald to flor'er in Octob€r, and not lat€r' so it ls unlikely he had the
true Dlant. Meissner llsted "our' 'Eleganussima from E Germany in 1970 s'1th no hint
ofiis tendemess. Hard evldence that it st l erdsted aft€r th€ $'ar is lacking' but hopes
were fre€ly expressed t}lat tt might have suMved tne harsh {'lnters of that p€riod

w l In€ew;rsen (1907-1990) saw a se€dllng at Tremans' Geoffrev Plkington's
(c1885-197-ll gard€n n€ar Horsted K€ynes Geotrr€v had had the lrue plant and-will
hoped that ii ;Uht have left a d€scendant. But, q'hen he showed 1t to me it dld not
look rishl. He DroDaqated it as _ftemans but gave lt up a-ffertwoyears lt is however
sriX ainabk. iarir. he had anoherhopefulal an RHS Show. buta€reed tlat irwould
not do. Thls he haal had from GeotrYates, then ofTabrambll Nu$€rv. who had it from
Fr€.rik Ham€r oI Suruymount Nursery who said that h€ had had it ftom Walt€r
In€welsen. Geoff tell6 m€ tiat FI-dnk re-propagated his h€atlers every year' Even if
th; Dhnrs were kitled, the cunlngs should have suwived'

i4€anwhle. ,i | 967. the na$e whte Elcganbsstna was being used an illegj Limal e
svnofl'rn lor'Beolev El€qance, a white flow€red plani v'hich J W Sparkes had long

e'nt*"i" , "ur no*it. rtt iom€ southem Du Lch n u rseries a dlstlnctive wh ire was being

;olln as the tru€ Ele{antlssima ln 1970. Harry van d€ Laar scotched thls bv
publishing 'Elegad Pearl' for lt, which vou can sull get.^ 

I'low tol rtieanussi'na Lilac , anoiher strictlv illegiumate name l tust head of
that when G€ofr-Yat€s found tt ln a large conslgnment he had received lrom the

Netherlanils in 1969. Butihls naJne was untrmolrn toHarryvan de L€ar' It is however'
sull in the tmde ii Brttain.
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Jurg€n Schroeder told me that Heino Wordtmann had d€livered to tbe Botaruc
Garden at Br€m€n, 50 Elegantlssima' whtch had slightty pal€ titac floq'ers instead of
pure white. Helno tells me that th€s€ plants came from other nulserles. on€ was
Zwtjnenburg. Rinus tells me that a-I they had th€n was wblt€. There may have been
some mislabeling.

After all thi,s, what chance of flnding the true t el€gannssina once again? "The
most beautiful and certalnly the most gmceful heather", as fted Chapple put it. The
tim€ to go ls late autumn, th€ ar€a Spa.jn. Portugal or Moro€co. Brtan and Valerie
Proudley had seen specimens stnilar to it gFowhg shoulder high in Spain. So..........

The Heather Beetle 8, Eeather Damage
Marttn VaUonce, as.xisA menberfumNorthYorkshte, was htercsbd in ttle item

on the Westatirn bA tle heather beetle in thE Auttur':l 99 Bu|etin ond hts sent on
artEle t,Hxh he thtught Me'''l''.rs migh! jf,nd. lnteresting. With acknoutedsements to
English Naiure Mdgdzi\€, the altttle is rcVo<1vpd belaw.

"On S€pternber sth \le ex3nrD€d an area ofBowes Moor, County Durham. to examlne
damage caus€d by an outbreak ofheather b€etl€s. Thjs followed an earltervisit on Ausust
22nd to o<amine rhe exlst of (he afe(ed areas. Heaiher beeLlcs occur lusr about
at)ryhere th€re ls heather ard, rfinsl generdly common. aely cause darnagi. However.
th€ sporadic outbreaks, when thry occur, can cause heath€r death in large patches.

The h€atler be€tle is a faaly undistinguish€d beast. It is about 6-Z run a+ in) lonq
and u niformly brou'n. g€nerally pale. bur sornetimes alrDosl bla( k. Adulr b.edes emera;
from winler hibemauon m May or June and. aJrer mar]ng. I})e eggs are Ia in da,np
moss or plant Utter undemeath heather bushes. When th€ eggs hatch ihe taffae (also
caled grubs or caterpillarc) dimb up the heather ptant to feed, usualy at night. The
larrae are yellow, with the h€ad and lumps {tubercul€sJ on rh€ body, dark. They f€ed
on the leav€s and bark, t}le latter causing the most sertous damage. During the day the
larvae hide ln the moss/litter la,.e.. Lawa€ ar€ pr€sent tuon June to the end ofAugust.

The heather beeue has several natural predarors. Insec' feeding moorland brrds
such as m€adow ptpits presumably take some adults and larvae. The heather ladvbjd
is another beerte lladn name ChdocorLs bipusfiriatus ll.r/ and hunrs rhe h€;rher
beeUe specflcally. It is generally uncommon and, although it incrcases in nunbers
durlig the heather beetle outbreaks, it is never corDmon enou€h to controt the
populabon. More importanr in Lhis rega'd is a smajj paJasjric w;sp of the genus
Ascodes (tt has no common na$€). The female of this wasp lays its €ggs iisid€ ille
heatler beetle larva, literaly eathg it from tle lnslde.......... Because €ach parasi z€d
Ian'a can produce many pasps, $r wasp populauon canrespond much m;re quickly
to a be€d$ outbrcak than can th€ heather ladybtrd.

The maln questions ra.is€d are. how do€s a heatler beede outbr€ak arise and how
can ti be controlled? Outbr€aks are infrequ€nt, but the conditions leadlng up to them
are unclear. On€ suggesuon ts tiat they are more likety to occur fa warm dry summer
follows a cold, extended spriDg. This was certaiity the case in 1991. Warm drv
condldons wh€n rhe lanae are teeding not onlyencoura€empidgrosd orrhe bee e;,
but can also put t}te heather plarts und€r an additionat stress which may rnat€ ftem
less able to tolerate th€ damas€.........
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When an outbreak occurc, *'hat can tle don€ to control it? In many cases. by tie
time the damage has been obs€rved, lt ls too late to act against th€ beetle........ tnstead,
thes€ damag€d ar€as should be l€ft until th€ folowtng Mnter. By that tjrne aI the
pamslt€s l'lll haie em€rg€d. Burnlng ofl the dead heatler l'1ll th€n alow new plants
to genemte from se€d. Slnce the be€tles tend to move only a short distance fiom the
area of dama€e, lt is hportant not to bum areas next to those curentty afiected.
Heather b€etles attack heather plants at all stages and \iili be p€rfectly happy eatjng
off atl the n€w plants regenerated Fom tie s€ed bant.

It ls likely that the outbreak *iI be €nd€d by natural means. Firstly, the conditions
1n subsequent years may not be as suiiable for the b€etles. Secondly, the bulld-up of
parasltes r{1 greatly restrlct the numb€rs of adult be€tles produced, and certairily on
Bowes Moor t}le density ofpaiasitiz ed larva€ was very high. Tbe \,isit on August 22nd
located very few pamsitized larne, but just two q'e€ks later tlle majodty of larvae
found were parasitized, hopetully sugg€stlng t}lat far f€wer b€€tles *{l be present norr
y€ar. It trlay go agalmi the fFato to lea./e the outbreak to run its €ourse, but it may
be that by tryilt!| to control lt the sltuatton could b Monjtorinq the
proponion of parasitlzed larvae ls obvtously an importan( aspect of de teminin-g th
likely tnpact of h€ailer b€€tle and we would strongly r€commend t}lat tlis is done
before resorting to otler m€ans of control.

Ncws of Wlld Ileether ReatoratloD around Britalt!

'A Sllccp's worat Elcnry la anothcr sihccp'

An ortktc obour Mr. Vairone's enofts to rcvttiltse o. NorthYorksfrre Mootlul4 ttas
been adrpted bel t. tt gtues an outlo.* on heathet .ulttuation Irom a d{feent
persr€lcfitetlwnwe ore,.rsJedto, brtthe abns arette same. Ed- Ayuhach@urledsentents
toTh. Strooting Gazeate Septenls 1999.)

In 1987, Martjn Vallance sold the su€tessful electrical company which h€ ran with
his broth€rJulan and. on r€tir€ment, agalisttne adlic€ ofalnost ev€ryon€ h€ consulted,
he bought ut€ shooung nght over 2000 acr€s ofmoorland on the south side of Coverdale
compr'singA*lestde, Hindlethwaite andw€st Scrafton moors. This included the Feehold
oftb€ iatter, whlch ls a common moor gMng galt holdeE rights to g.aze 900 e*€s and
follor Ers. Th€ moors had been s€riously ov€rgra"rd for rnanyyears but, as Martin hims€f
admitt€d, a perfect Arklestde rrould hai€ be€n b€)ond brs pocket.

Entry into the Coudr,€id€ Stewardship Schemes enabl€d comp€nsation to be
paid io tie r€rious farm€rs who us€d the moors for grazing and, $'ith lts h€lp, 1,000
sheep had b€€n remov€d ftom the area by the end of 1999. Most ofthe farmers realis€d
th€ i'isdom of rcduclng tle numbels oI grazing sheep but could not allord do so
Mthout the ffnarcial assistance atIoded by the CS Schemes. 'ln fact", says Martin,"th€y taught m€ that a sheep s worst enemy is another sh€ep, h€nce tle Shoofs motto'Pesslmus inlmicus ovls, alius ovis €st.

More recently Mr. Vallance boughi a turtler I 60 acr€s of fr€ehold moorland at
Hlgh Pasture, which extends alrnost to th€ summit of Little Wh€mside. and h€
romediately lenced th€ area and excluded all sheep. The nev/ area has been so
s€riously overgrazed for so iorg tnat hope of natural r€generauon of the h€ath€r ln a

- 1 3 -
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rcasonable tifi€ is negltlble and in Autumn r 999 l,,lr. Vallance started a r€-s€€ding
programm€. Ffst, lslands {li total apprordmately 60 ases) of e{sting vegetaton wer€
kiled u,ttl herbicide, tben the d€ad folag€ was bumed to creat€ as bare as possibl€
seed-b€ft. These were tlen sovn viti heather seed-pods suppli€d by l€adlng heatl€.
moorland 6eed expert, Geof Lj,",e, ftom D€rbFhire. Finally, in surnmer 2000,
vemalis€d rellned seed w l be soi'n, probably by helicopt€r. It ls hoped that ih€
differlng rates of germlnation i{i take account of aI weather condigons and that a
good h€ather moorlaid habitat can be established by autunn 2002. Ifthis go€s n'€l
then, llnance p€rmltting, the techniqu€ could possibly b€ extended to otler such
ar€as ofthe moors where reduced grazlng alone wil not sumce to restor€ the heath€r.

The o$ner ofArkleslde had already drastcally rcduc€d grazing on his pan ofthe
moor some years ago and Hindlethwait€'s owner intends to construct a sh€€p hous€
for 200 ewes whrch Mll be used to keep tlt€ sheep ofr th€ heather between November
and Aprtl for l0 years - so the future for these ihree areas looks quit€ bright.

At the West Scraiion ho*ever, wherc Iour gra.dels have sheep grEzing rights, and aI
need io trlale a lii'ing, the posiflon ia not so clear{ut- Some oft}€ graziers still hav€ some
doubts about the ove4raz lng arEument. The ar€a hs b€en d€s{rib€d as "a la4e ar€a of
moor.... hodbly overg.az€d ard usel€ss for gouse....... Donrinant white grassland
surounds a line ofililapidat€d ston€ butLs". However, when the Countrysid€ Stmdship
Scheme goes ahead at west Scrdfton (ir Dec€mber 19991, i}te nurnb€rB ofsheep thereu,ill
bereducedbyahafduringthe*'jnterandthoser€rnalniigw b€ shepheded oflthe hgh
ground. W}len ihe8e irnproverEents have taken €tr€ct, there are hjgh hopes that t}l€
heather on the upp€r part ofwest Sclafton moor will rcgen€rate naturaly.

Grouse are not Martin Vall€nces only int€rest - he has plans to plant areas of
woodland to encourage otler wildlfe, hcluding t}le now rar€ Black Grouse, whi€h was
or y recendy lost to Coverdale and hopes that th€ lnproved h€ather habltat \e{l also
encourage srnpe, curlews, ring ousels, skylarks, piovers and merlins. He is a k€en
walker and is taking st€ps to tnprov€ the $aymarking on th€ s€veral rlghts of way
running across the moor. He i3 ofthe opinion tlat, ifal the routes aE properly maJk€d
there will be no n€€d lor an jndiscrlmlnat€ rtght to roam policy.

What started as an interest has shce become an obsession for Martin Vallanc€.' If th€ moor has r,000 acres of llrst class heatler habitat bv 2010. then I will b€
delighted" he says.

And so say all of usl

Hempstc&il Hcath Rcatoratlon
Evcdrg St|[drtr!, I{ovcmber 4th 1999.

A volunteer group has ta.ken the llrst st€ps to restore Harnpst€ad Heatl to th€ way
it used to look more tlan a century ago. Then. it }ras renown€d for its acrcs of purpl€
h€ath€r, but thes€ hav€ vsrnshed after decades of w€ar from walkers and cosmeuc
changes by t}le h€ath s gardeners. Y€sterday saw tlle ftrst stag€ in a proj€ct to bring
back the tradltional vlews ofth€ heatl, ll'iih th€ plantbg ofthe flrsi ofmore t}lan 2,000
h€atler plants. The newly lorm€d H€ath Hands, lvho clalrn to b€ tie firct orgarns€d
band in the heatl s 130 year'old history, werc planting the h€atlers on trre western
slop€ of the Val€ of H€alth.

Local MP GlendaJackson, teleuslon p€rsonality Micha€l Palin and TV omithologist
B l Oddie are supportrng t}le scheme, whlch will be overs€en by t}le authority
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responslble for the heath. t}le Corporation of London.
Bobby de Jola, found€r of the 8o'strong lolunteer group, said: 'tf our kansplant

works, and lt rdll tat(e at l€asi two years to be sur€ ihe heather is gro*rng effectively,
i.hen the iield w{l look spectacular'

Cortlcil Memlv, BaiA Selb.s. tlhD sent thz intonnatbn abDq .lrilfjs that thb
prcJecthosbeenft@1ced.bA theCoryorutiarc.fi,otuJotruldthartodaE (tEcernber r 9)
amt ,3o,00O phtgs oJ Calluna ldgaris ftcue been planvd. on Ha]x'psbad, Healh b!'Heath IIandS . The pbJgs u8re supplted bA Dcue Adans oj Bndsh ftees & shnrts ..

Luftvaffc helpa to savc Wcl6h Hcethland
SunaLlr aclclfaph

Hundreds of a€ilal photographs ofAngles€y, No.th Wales, taien by tle German
af'crew6 during the second World war, are being used by sci€nrists to rcsrore th€
island's natural heathland. Compaftd witll recent pictur€s tney show thar t,oOO
hectar€s of heathland ' virtualy half th€ total area have been lost on Angtesey since
th€ war. Th€ sci€nusts are k€€n to reinsiat€ heatl ard in thos€ areas where it edst€d
60 years ago. Their targ€t is to bring back I o0 hectares ofrcstored heathland by 2006.
The habitaL 's a mixrure ofheafrer. gorse, m]re and acrdi. grasslard, whjch creares
a strlking purple and yellow carpet along Angleseyl north,west coast during aurumn.

cerman aircr€ws photographedAngles€y and the surrounding area ln r 940 and t 94 r
as pa$ofr€conirtssance operaUons owr Holyhead, RAFValley, Ty Croestumy camp and
the two bndges acmss the Menai Strait. Negativ€s of the photographs were held inside
Hambqg cathedral aft€r Naz I om€ials decided iteas a safe storage ptace. However, these
were lost dunng th6 bombing raids, but prints w€re saved and moved to the United States.

Ecologstswith the Country Councit fo.wa.1€s heard ofthe picturcs and approached
th€ National Archive and R€cords Admlrlstration h Maryland. which has lt7
pictures ofth€ Anglesey area taken by tne Luftwafte. Negauves bad to be nade ofihe
prjnts beforc a new set was s€nt Irom Ameri.a to the Counctls olffces at BanEor.
G&].r)edd. OLner photographs. ralen by the RAF. wcre also avajjabte ar lhe Cen-kal
Regist€r ofAn Photography in Cardin Th€ extent to which the heathland has been tost
ii?s r€veal€d afier th€ Luftvralfe and RAF piciures wer€ compared eith thos€ the CCW
itselfcorrunission€d in 1993 across Wales.

Sally Ellis, CCWS Assistant Anglesey District Offic€r said "the Luftwaffe pictures
are of excellent quallty when you consider th€ circumstances under which ttl€y w€re
taken. W€ re hoping to use thes€ ptciures to pick out thos€ areas whtch u6€d to be
healhland and laJgel our efforts towards fiem-.

Heattrland is valuabi€ because it can support a range of threatened specles,
lncludlng the marsh friuliary and slver-studd€d btu€ butterflies. Rare birds jr th€
habitat rnchde the chough, wbil€ plants lik€ the spotted rock-rose and t}le unique
Soulh Stack tteawod {named afer d area near Holyheadl also relish rhe rerral;.

Angles€y sufl boasts some €xc€llent heat]ibnd areas, including Horyhead Mountajn,
MFydd Bodalon alld F€dw Fa*a. near thevniage ofllangoed. Reasons for heathla_nd toss
iDclude tn€ rapid spread of agriculture (MtI farrners inprovlng gasslardj, foresiation
andl,rtensiveltazing and houslng. Restodng soit lor the.€hstatem€nt ofheathland wil
be easier wherc the habitat w'aB lost relatively r€cently - as opposed to that put under
a€riculture hundreds of years ago. Heathand lost to developmenr will be inappropnaie
for r€storduon, but other ar€as to b€ targ€ted includ€ woods and gmssland. "The easiest
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areas to reverse to heatliland are tlbs€ whlch haven t had large amounts oI fertiliser
pumped irl and have only been plough€d once or twice'. Sald Ml,ss Elis.

Sclenusts could reduce nutrient levels h the soil through stripping ofl turf. Onc€
nutri€nts are reduced, th€ €tdstlng vegetauon tis klll€d otr and €eeds from heathland
€lsewb€re btroduced on the site. "MoMng ar€as of heathland can bring h other
sp€cies. It wotid be marvellous f some cant back to r€stored heathland' she said.
"But we can't achleve anythhg uril$s we wo* closely v,rlth landori'ners".

It jis hopcd that glEnts IiiI te a1€ilable to encour:age farme$ to t le land out of
production. Ite CCWlsnowworkngln PsJbre6hpv,lththeNadonalTrust andth€ RSPB
;w€[as landos,ners.'There3notbingb€tterthanheathland in fu bloomjiAugust'said
Mjss Elis. "Its one ofthe most sp€ctacular landscap€s and p€ople should ha:!€ the chance
to enjoy more of ir - with the help of th€ Luft$Effe'

To calculate heatl and loss on Anglesey cven mor€ accurat€ly, the CCW is now
tr]'ing to ffnd a€rlal piciures tak€n by an atrshlp based at th€ Mona Airfi€ld around
1917. John RatcMe, th€ Council s Angles€y Distnct Oficer said: "we are astJng
p€ople who had any connectlon *1t}l thi6 base to s€a.rch their attlcs for aerial
photographs which x'e.e talrcn in that pertod 'W€V€ se€n major changes to t}te
landscape ofwales ln the 20th century and sr€d b€ grateful for the loan of thes€
plctures so a recod could be kePt for tuture gen€mtions.

Couicll MemIEr, Bob Rorl', wta sent in 0E neus iEm oboLp, urote that the att ls
brougtttboxkharyA netlorks oJa Heatier Soci€ty ConJerence, uhi.h uas heldin that
afe@ nau aears qo.

Ueather Thatch
$rrrtay T.lcgnPh 1999

A shonage of straw has revived the us€ of heather for t]tatching tooft on cottages
tlmughout Britaln. The plant was once commonplace on roofs in wales. Sco and. ard
th€ Pennlnes, the North Yo* Moors, Dartmoor ard Exnoor, according to thatcheG,
who often lind trac€s ofheath€ruhen worldng oD hlstonc buldings. lt was superseded
at tte ru m of the cenrury by long straw and reed b€caus€ straw m patUcu ld s'a-s easrer
to haflest. No.r.', long straw is in short supply, because of poor harvests and b€cause
fam€rs ffnd tt labour-jntensive and €xpensive to produce. The avalabl€ supply is
usualy snapped up at the start of each s€ason Thatchers say a retum to the use of
heatler which is much more wid€ly availabl€ - has many ben€ffts. It can last for up
to 60 years, longer tha.n some straw tlaich€d roofs, is more water-r€slstant and has an
attracUve rust-red lmge when wet, or llt up lrl t}le ev€ning sun.

W llam Tegmeteler, a York-bas€d thatch€r who Promotes th€ use of heath€r' has
norv us€d it on several houses and bams, and the rcofof a children's nursery his wif€
runs in the gard€n of thelr home. He has used lt to roof summerhous€s and e!€n io
surface a brldge over a ra!'ln€ in a garden h the Yorkshfe Dal€s. The Natlonal Trust
is now considerlng using heath€r on a Georgian ic€'bous€ at Scotney Castl€ In X€nt
where hlstonaN allscovercd ii had been th€ onginal materlal.

'I r€commend heatler becaus€ it is mor€ durable and ch€aper tlan straw" Mr'
T€gmet€ler said. "lt also ma.kes abeautj-ful rcof covca. Mr. Tegm€t€i€r gets his heather
ftom I(lrkblmoorside, ln t}le Norti York Moors, (it is also €xPorted to Holland and
G€rmany lor use tn wat€r liltrationl.

At th€ tum oI the century many farmers replaced heather'$'ith heaw roof slabs,
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but aome owner€ ale now rehstating tt. .Jeremy Cox, on€ of sjx tlatchers worklnq ti
Scouand. gathers lt bjiDself aJler Rrst asktng permisston Fom r}le Iandownei or
For€stry Commls3ton. 'Some lando\rners give it fr€€ because heather can encroach
on young trees. In remoring it you can actualy be belptng th€ woodland, he said. Mr.
Cox, bas€d at Caatlc Doudas, has used heatler to tlatch many prlr?te houses. and
favours the plant over long grass. n hrge amount of h€ather is needed for thatching
becaus€ lt shrinks heavily aft€r dr!'lng, \r'lth th€ bundle reduced to half its sDe,, he
sald. "But abundad suppli€s are available and using it li tios€ areas where it has
b€€n the tradlttonal material could be the way ahead.

Durable: WtlllamTegefineiet uses heather to thatch the rcoJ oJ a cabtn in
York citA centre. The master thatcher s@gs the plant ts h plentijul
supplv.

Book Revlew

A! Idah c.rdcn Rcvlsltcd by Dr. Charlc. N.lsoE

In 1984 Chades N€bon *aotc the excellent An Irlsh Ftouier cdrdea with tll€
hlstorl$ of some of tleir garden planb and many wlld oDes. Thirteen years Iater he
has enlarged thts *rth the apt Utl€ r{n lr'Lsh Oorden Reptanted, ulth more of W€ndy
Walsh s fin€ palntlngs. It 1s publlshed b[' Edmund Bujke. Fjfteen pages of chapter
s€ven arc devoteal to heatlers, th€ previous account ampliffed by, for e\ample,
Geofft€yYates story oftrtca.h€rea Uoseph Murphy' - but some good h€ath€rs oftrish
oAgh are not meniton€d. All the sam€, it mak€s fascinating reading.

DdDid Mccltntock
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Scrap Bowl
hformatlor ftom members

NGwa fiom South Afrlcr

BeblU h patt oJ an e'ndl se tJrstwde Cti'lstmas te Yearwnt' Httor' Chafles

Nelsot\ iom'Dr. E.H.O, Qed) Oliuer, of tle Nauonal ktatri.al Instilute Kirstenbosctr

Tedled-tte rccett HeanEr tubA meldftp to srrthAJr'lca atd the E'].ca he nentlons

tlrnD will t des{'ibed ot'd lUEEated tr the Yeartk 20O0
-we are as hot as Hades these last two w€eks with cape Tostr's forecasi for today

betrd 38 deErees. Some people in Stellenboch had 4l h the shade ln their gardens'

rtris-tras tr'ousht on baa tues wtth the r.olenberg R€-s€rve and the whole of i})F

RMersond€reira rdnge bumt out this last we€k, Ptlaarkop went up ln snok€- so by€

bve Erica iontra for q;lre a few vears. tnge lhis s'tfeland lwere due ro go up lhLs week

16 colect fl-owedne riateriai ofanofier new specles from rhere which we fou nd in fruit

ln February. He;n knows whetler we will be in a fft 6tate in 6-8 y€ars tjme to climb

tlat peak.

schllcchcldc tn thc wiltl - sctrt ln by oul Sccr'taty' Ron

clccvcly
M€obers mighi be j.nterested to know t}le r€sult of an enqulry by Eileen P€tt€rssen

as to where andivhen she might b€ abl€ to s€e Eh.a corn€a groMng naturaly Dunng

tl€ y€€r, a.fter contacting varlous oncers of the So€iety Ell€€n pursued t}le quest

herie)f and, after searching th€ lnt€met, wmte to various addresses ln Durop€' Sh€

verv hlndlv s€nt me a copv ;t the following Fax she had received lrom the To urlst office
at Lh€ Austrian NaUonal Pa* of Kalkalpen ln case ot-ber membrrs mighl be lrLeresled

The Fax reaat 'The Schneehelde ls easy to 8nd in our region and t}le Natlonal Park'

On the sunny slopes of th€ mountatns and hills, th€ Schneeh€ide stans blooming

about the eni of Fibmary untl th€ end of Mav. You can ffnd thrs Mld flow€r in higher

locat€d areas of the mountalns; mostly in connecuon wtth pine-tree forests lt is

esDeclalh easv to ffnd this plant in t}le surroundines of Windischgarsren. Hitlerstoder
and in the N;Lional park ;f I'tulkalpen. A good wav of seelna and learning about tne

rbra ls !o DartlctData in a guided watldng tour Mtl one of ou r Natlonal Park Rangers'
ror further tnlorrnauon contact: Tannwalderzazilia NarjonalpaJk0'0 Kalkaip€n

Infostelewindischgarsten, Haupstrasse 56 A-4580 WINDISCHGARSTEN AUStna'
Tel. No. 07562 6137

Windiischgarsten 13 ln th€ North ofAustria Jusi East of Salzburg & South of Liiz'
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ShopEobtllty

In Januar:y, our admhrstrator, Anne Smatl, received an e-mail from Katrina
Erskine in Aberdeen. Katrina is involved with Shopmobility Aberdeen, a
scheme whtch lends wheelchans and oth€r €quipment to drsabled people, free

Katrlna asks if ?tle Heath€r Societu *rould consider namAE a heather after
the founder of the sch€m€, Chrlsthe Sutherlard Br€bner, who died last
S€ptember - "as a suitable and permanent way to remind the people ofAberdeen
of the work and conmitnent sh€ showed towards th€m."

Ifanyone has an interesting un-named heather, which they {outd like to put
fo$?rd for such a good cause. please get in touch \vith Anne or David sma on
or449 7 11220.

Succ.66 from Ncwton Rlgg
Dorothy ald G€ofr lfsracr

Not hallng seen any ment,on in t}l€ Bt etin (other than tlle inter€sting report
from Pamela Lee some tlme ago) of t}le success rate or otherwise of the heatier
cuttings we took at the N€wton Rlgg conference, I venture to gve a bri€f report
on those tnat Geotr and I took.

After potting on the rooted cutttigs we re€eived from David a_nd Anne Smalt,
theee were left in trays behind the summerhouse to 'fatten up . A year preuously
Geofi had double-dug an old rose bed tn p.eparauon for the heathers and now he
added four large bales of peat. Last October we spent a !€ry pleasant sunny
moming planting out and w€ were qulte proud of t}le end result.

Altogether ihere are seventy plants rn this bed. wtth another sixty or seventy
to go into another new b€d. So far they look very happy and heatthy, even though
the bed does resemble a cemetery *ith aI the plant iabelst Our sincere tlanks to
David for all the TL they received in tlle Aitial stages.

A Hcatber Stop ln Che.hlrc
Waltcl Worllcl - Ncv H.npshlrc, USA

Wbile the area around Crewe, off Exlt 16 of the M6 may be primarily known
for the large Rallway Age Museum, th€re are some heather stops in tte area that
are worth a look. Reaseheath Colege is about I + miles rorth of Nantwich, on the
A5l, Ch€sterroad look for ihe enbance sign on the right hand side as you drlve
north. There is plenty of parkrng and perhaps lt ls betier to follow signs to the
Garden centre and/or Farm area. There is a large lake, we k€pt lawns.
voodlard walks and six island beds wlth heaiiers. Some of the beds hav€ olde!
trees, such as Acer daDriCil*'1ih heatiers groi'ing nght up to t}le trunks and seem
to be dojng weu. Two heatlers wer€ available for sale at the card€n Centre at
3r.oo and no doubt others are avanable, propagated by the students.

A bit further along on the left is Snugbury's Jersey Ice Cream Fam. A beautiful
tree-Itned drive in and wonderftrl, many flavoured, naturally produced cones. No
ericaceous llavours, but there are goatsl Continue north and the road folows a
canal, wlth many longboats. Soon, on the left you 1l'ill see a slgn to Bunbury'stancase locks, a tiree-level alIair which is ofereat interest. as is the tea house



at the lock. Contlnulng north, on the left slde of Duddol Heath, is Okells
Nurseries. lt ls a Gardln Centre, bui also props€ates l 5 oilllon heathers
annualy for the wholesale traale There are said to b€ some 2O0 varieu€s The

DroDapatinE area can be s€en to the left of t}le Garden Centre and sl aff graciously

hr"* "-t. t"'*-a* *"rnd at will There are a goodlv number ofheathers ofrered

for sale at the nursery forsl. lop and they have some bud-bloomers 1n small slzes'
On tne left hand side, ser€; mtbs south of Nart*lch, on the sal]|€ A5l' is

Brialgemere Garclen World, sard to be the largest Garden Centre in Bntain Huge!

Ther; ls a demonstratioll garden, the Gaiden Xlngdom' that contains about-2o
dlfierent gardens. There G a smatl fee ofgt to erfer' but there are many free
coupoN;va abl€intounstpubticadons.Therelsawe!-displayed heath€rbank
and heather can be found in other areas ofthese gardens. It has always been very
well keDt when I hav€ vlsited. There is a talge selectlon of heathers avalable ln

th€ Garden Centre at 8l 25p and a few are fa y obscure varieties'
Ifyou are ready to spend the night, a good farm B & B ls Snape Farm, Mrs' Jean

wllldnson. westem Crewe - Ol27O a202O8 They also do dlnner o! there is a
nearbypub. Nice duck_ pond and'pickyour o&'n sweet com ln season Just down

the road ls the orlginal church of the BllDlttve Methodist fatth now a museum'
and visitors are usualy served tea and blscuits

Now refreshed. a stort drlve over the border, through stoke ln statrordshire
towarals Iiek on the A53, wlll take vou to Batnroft Nurseries t-ook for the sign
'Dunwood lane on the left of the road. It is a short distance up the lane' on the
riAht. Wond€rfut display garden $lth coDj{ers and headers. many interesting
pialts for sale and tlrb usualy have uPwerds of 40o varleties available from the

boo they gro$,. f.vely people - so why not mate a heather stop?

Walter ls a regular rd,slt.r to B/id:ain a lspends his tlne irathls cowtrv Disiry

aaralens and othet plares oJ ,1t4est las wet as bew a rcquhr attzldee dt ttLe

Antut..l ConJeqlres). 't|E lbr oJ gardens he has uistled oLer te Veors 6 awe
tl:f;Dwro. its arcot]lnt ot a DE.j.l Reaset'2ah btoi].ght ba.k hoppU nP'l.o.iPs Iol
me. as 

-rnat 
uns unerel did n][J 'ai^W bork tlr tl12 l96os and where I wos Jvsl

encowaged. to take up heailar grottw coffinerciallV.
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It is a bng fittte sulce ue lost had so Nttry krop Bolnll
pleasel M,

TIIE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLEIIN

Gold vcttcb Mcmorlal Medal

Congratulations to one of th€ Soclety's ltaliai El€mbers' Dr. Lupo Osu who has

recently-been awarded a Gold Veitch M€monal Medal by th€ RHS for bls contnbution
to horticulturc ' in pamcuhr, in connedion with La Mortola '

-20 -
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Obltuarles

Dsvld CooEbc

Dadd Coombe, a good Iriend of h€athers. died in t999. Hi6 familv came from
Bath. where he was bom, grandson of a honicu,turjst and son ofa moror .vcle
engineer. From him he riherit€d hjs passionl

I .emember hln ading, finry ktted up; an unusuat garb for an academic. He won
a scholarshjp lo r.ing Edward s Schoot in &rh. going;n from rhere as a schotd in
l95r to Christ's Coll€ge, Cambridge. There he b€came, uniil 1989, a lecturer iD
botany and *'as, from 1980 to 1984, Vlce Master of his colede.

He spenr some rime Ir Nig€ria, but Ir was in Engtand Lhat he made his rnark.
With ille late trw Frost he beavered away, from t953, on the veqetation of the
Lizard. H. wole on the en€rnalir prosrGrelunjpels orGew cru7aand, in 1961.
publish€d his skiful discriminatlon ofLjz.ardwestem Ctov€ r. Tri.lolltmoccidentaje,
as a good species, distinct from the various forms of Dutch or wh e ctover. ".

HeI ewthe heatherwell, generously sharing his knowl€dge. Despite the cha $/soil in iie Cambrldge Botanic card€n he kept ihe Iun range of forrns of Erica i
Ll,ULiarLsA eventually passlng them to Dai'ld Smalt. T1vo, h€ discov€red himsef, in
1977 and 1990, the latter D?s named aft€r him: both suMve there.

For some y€ars he had be€n increaslngly unwel He rang me a month or so
before he died to say tlDt he woutd not be able tojoin us at rhe Lizard, a sad loss
and now a final one but the good he did lives on 

DaDid Mccnntock

Devld Radtcy (r999- 1999)

David Radl€y was bom at Eltham in London and spent his earlv vears in
Kenl. Ar tne beginning of the l94O s. rogerher \J!1Lrr fri mother ana frorrrer,
he was evacuated to a farm ln Devon and this is where his love of aqdculture
(ard $ence horticulturel began. In 1949 he moved wiLh hrs fMitv ro
Binnrngham a-nd. on leaving s.hool, a ended fte pershore Collec; or
Horticulrure where his inreresr in hearh€rs was tLst kindled.

Much of David's {'orking life was spent at nursenes in th€ Midlands,
including Hatff€lds of Droitwich and Blakedo*rt Nurseries of Kiddermtnster
(wher€ he became Sales Manager) and, for eight yeais, he n'as Cuntor at the
Urlversity of Birmingham Botanic carden. His last appointment was as a
L-fcturer in HorUculure at HaI creen Co ege in Airnungtram tnow Sourh
Birmlngham couegel.

David Joined ?lle Healher societv in r 965 and, for m&y yea.rs, he and h1s
vtfe Rosemary. were stalv,/art supporterc of t}Ie Society s Midlands croup and
attended severai Conferel)ccs.

After tal<ing early rebrement ftom Hall crcen in 1995, he and Rosemarv
moved back ro rheir beloved Sidmoulh, where, ar rhe bme of David s dearh i;
Nowmber 1999, he was creaung a heather garden.

Dophne EDerett (wtth ihe h€lpJtul asslstonc€ oJ RosemarV Radle!)
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David Mccltntock

Those who kretr Harry will never forget him for hls cham and abi ues not onty
,tritl heathers.

$/hen he was awrded by th€ RHS a Veltch Memorlel Medal' ti€ Pr€sident spok€
of him as, a disti!4dshed public scrvant whose contibutlon to hoflculture covered

manvfacersofthe-tndustry. and ofthe admlratlon t'|whichhewasheld Ratherearu€r
he h;d recelwd ttle Dutch Cluslus I'av - a singular honour' He was a leading rn€mber
of the Dutch Hortlcultural Research Station at Boskoop He also edit€d, and

contdbuted to, that admirabl€ ars al publicatton Dendmiora
But we are concemed \vit}l hls notabl€ contribution' to tlle study oI heathers Hts

Dion€€ring Het h?id€nriil€ek reprlnted $x Limes from 1974-79 was translated lnto
berman W no tess an experl than Dr. r,russman and lnto English as fiI" Hmiher

Gorden tll978. Ar0ong hts wlidngs was a disceming articl€ on t}le results of ta-hing

cuttln{s fiom dlfrerent parts of Daboecla contdbrica 'Bicolor"

niad a qood collecilon ofheathe$ ln his herbadum and *'rot€, in his impeccabl€
Enslish. hel;tullertrrs about them l had been receivtng lh€m and ke€plng tletril

sin;€ I 969 - 30 years ago. Harry van de kar dled in August I 999 not or v I will duss

hls l*'arBr fdendship.

Dorotby ![cthcrly

Dorotly Metheny, a Vice President ofThe HeaitErsocbtu sinc€ 1969' has recently
died at h;home in-Seattle, USr" Sh€ was on€ of the origirul organisers of the Nonn
Amelicai Heather Soclety.

Fiftv nve v€ars aAo Do;o*rv was glven her flrst hea$er' En;'o x datkuPns6 Darlev

nale, ior trei new iaraen she $adualy acquited more and ln the 1950's began
sruAvrne l}lem "iri'ajl edcacete studv group AJrer becomlng rdltor of the Nonh

,qmertcin neatler Sociery s Healh"r Neus. she began wrlting about and drawing ine

vadous sP€cles in ortler to help other m€mbers und€IEtand their Plants lr I 991 ' the

alticles ;re updated and put tog€ther into a most us€ful book, entiiled Hdtdv

Heathcr Sl€cles.

Group News

YorLsblt.
The ioint talk, 'Famous Heathers, Famous Nurseries' on heather

""^i""ioir ""JGer tnroducuons. was €Iven bv Peiervickers and ceoffrev
Ya(es it fte Yorkshire group meeung on saturday. latn lieptember-and was
enioved bv the 22 members present. Peter's contrlbuUon dealt witn tne olo
;;'3;'.;il';;:;;e; that weie responsible ror manv old and.s-till popular
i"ii'G". t*. of the besl knosn 

-are 
Maxwell & Beale and J w Sparkes

i"riii"r'o,ooa't. Irlux*.u and Beale gave us. cdlluna uuls4'is H E Beale c |J'
:uli-iiir-i.il. uii. A"-nton .i''a E. uaeans Mrs D F Maxwell J w
SDarkes htroduc€d ma]ly equally wtll lstos'n cul uvars | -arDong- tne mosr

"5oJ*ar"e.""'"t" n"nSparres. c v. petersparkes cu Robertclapman
b.i.-l."t"v clia. c.r. S Jer r'nlehl and E uagans Blrch Glow All ofLheee
can sul b. found among tne heai})er varieues on oller ar garoen cenues
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. Ceofir€y gave a mosr Interes(ijrg accounr of rhe conthenral ratsers who
nave tnroduced manv dcellent .IL tvrrq in rp.Fnhave lntroduced many e{cellent culflvars in recent years. The most promineni
b€ing Kurt tkameroiEdewecht-srlddodcerma"i*r'" r,." lee" iS"po"siuri
for many of |Jle recent lmporranl introductjons: The poouta art[uil-r."
qar_l€_Ceryis rramer's Rote , E.carnea Natlatte. E.car. Scnneekuppe., E.l"ar.'Golden Starlet', C.D. Alexandra andc.v..Mane a,e lust a re- otirri Xrarnii
varleu$ avallable today.

Il was a pleasant nostalglc aJternoon tor not only were we r€minded ofso
m,any heatler "oldjes_ but borh Peter and Ceoffrey were rhe main instj€arors
ol tne very successful heatler Eials held in t}|e Socierv s nurseru ai H"arlnw
Car,n the l97Os. Peter produced t} le l97l  t97E rr j ;k ,  eport  i ruUcat ion
whjch had a relatively *'jde circulauon and ceoff was resbonsibte for hls
hdrspensabfe "PockeL Cuides to Hedther cardennrg" whrch were t})e onlv
complete hearher referen.es readtty avaiLable un t rh-e cuffent "Handv cui;1
to Heathers" by David and Anne Small appeared. 

'

- ftoL John crimt}|s. our chairman. Info;;ed rhe meeung rtlar r}le.ornmjtree
had decided lo recognise, in a rangibte way. rhe w;nderfut hetD anj
encouragement tnat The flearher Socr"ru. chairman, Davjd SmaI had €,ven
to our ellorts in creating the reterence collecuon proiecLs at Hartow Cari. On
behalf of the Hea$er Croup he had presenrea Dartd witfi a bread-makjns
machine al tne HealherSocrpry s Conference in FatjnouLh in SeDtember. Noi
only have we had rhe benent ofDavid s round advice but he has donared mo.r
oJ $e many hundreds otplants to rhe Ca.tiunacotrection aid had oropapaiJ
oe E. camea and E.x datleAercts planrs for rhe proje(red n;w *i"nrer-
Irowednq neather colle.llo.

The na\t meeting ot dre Heather croup witt rake ptace a( 2.30 D.m. on
Saturddy. 25ih March (rwo weeks ld(er than prolisro;alv norified)'. in fte
Study Centre. Hdrlow Can. when David ptumnd€e has'kindlv ofrered ro
enlerrain us wiLh r}le talk he gave ro r}|e Norti A;erican HeaGer Societv
Conrerence Iasr September on "Hearhers tn tlte UnXed Kinpdom-.

Our meering on Sarurday. lotn June, also al 2.3O p.-m. in r}le Srudv
centre. will be a nosralFc look at t}|e period ofrhe | 970/74 healher rnals ai
Harlow Car. ceoffrey Smiti who waJverv invotved wirh t}le organisdtion ot
the tnals has kjndly agreed to join us and t^alk abour rhese ;es. Dororhv
Boyd and PeterVi.kers who were leading workers tor |ne whote period ot th;
trials \dll suppod hlln with thel! recollections. All Northem Ao.ticultural
Soclety members are welcome but I should appreciate a few days notice of
thet intention to attend.

We hope to have a r'lsit to a local nursery and soclat aftemoon tea in Julv
(arrangements yet to be made) and then round offthe season *tth a talk fro;
David Mayne o_n "Th€ Making ofa Heather carden,, at the usuat place and
time on Saturday, 16th September.

Jean Jultan

North East

The morning we were due to go ro CraEslde at Rorlburv on Satlrrdav.
October23rd was de.idedly murk],, but. foreier the oplimtsts,'we sa]|ied torr:tr
and arriv€d at the car park ar the appomted hour. Vera S.ort waswlrh us and.
a Iew rnlnules later. Roy and Florence NtcholsJoined us.

Spurred on by a riny patch of brightness wa headed lor t}le fomal sarden.
Thls lsa Natlonal Trusr properiy and rhe gardens are immacutale bui sadlv.
th€ very longborders ofdanlias had been bla.kened by eartv ilosts. Howev€'r.
fte newly plan'ed (arpet Earden for rhe M lennium waslookine sood and
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should be qulte spectacular when matured. Sadty the rajn came and a-fier
lunch at'Ift; Stable we dld the slx-mile drive throueh the grounds. obseMng
beautiful auhrmn colorEs in dlsmal condltlons. Ah w€ll - w€ trledl

OuTAGM had lts u6ual attendance and. as ever, tire Omc€rs and Comrnltt€e
$'ere re .elected. we aI feel a blt like Tennyson s 'Brook , we go on torev€rl We
had our usual excellent Falth SuDpet, for whtch manY thar*s lo all, and w€had our usual excellent Falth Suppet, for whtch many tharks lo all, and w€
ffnishedofftheev€r nEs'lth sldes: borothy wild sho$€A us some very un uEualffnished otrthe ev€rnnEwlth slldes.
Ilowers ofsouth Afttd, David Plumndge had sltdes from llench gaden8 and
I show€d some t ken on the Yorkhire Gmups ouudg to Sleightholrndale
carden. last Julv.

At our last c6mmitt€e meeting the follo*1nE dates wer€ d€cided for 2OOO

Annual oudng to Harewood House
Evening oufln:g to Bitl crcw's nusery
Posslbl€ outlng by coach to Raby Castle

gth Septernber ADnuaI Show
27th October AGM
Fu[€r detais {ill be s€nt to all Group members near€r the trme but do

and ar€ as folows:
6th May
rgth July
? August

please make a not€ of these dat€s in your diary NOW.

E.8t ul.lland3

whiah rs reputed the have the largtst thatched roofln the Forest. Dabo€cias
feature wel in thrs aard€n and v/ere tnDreaalve €ven at tne htter end of the
which ls

A meetrnE of the East Mldlands Croup is planned for | 2th August 2O0O al
ou-r home ln touEiborouqh. Membets are Lnrited to arrlve from 2 Pm
onwards. Derails ;I be puaushed in ttre summer Brdlerin but I can supbly
sketch maps and advance lnformatlon to anyon. *ho "t.ltit*. 

Allrr. I{oll

South gcat

Another v€ar is uDon us and I look foNard to meetlng ll'tth old friends
aEain and tliis year. ihope we $tll see some new faces at ihe meelings ard
m-ale nevr friends. I shall stan ofi this report $lth the descripdon of our las(
m€eung of 1999, wbtch, now that Christmas has passed and a new year has
besun. seems a long wav oft.-On 

Saturday. 25-th Saptember, members met at Furzey Gardens close lo
Minstead in thd N€w Forcst. lhe weather tlreat€ned some raln ard there had
b€en recent r"atn but t}le aft€moon remalned dry and v,/e w€re able to enjoy a
leisurelv Edk around the Earden. The {arden occupies an 8 acre undulaUnA
site int6rsecled by many 

-Sass 
pat}|s-and boasts a vanery of Azaieas and

Rhododendrons but also has winter and summer llowering heath€rs as well
as a wrietv ofother shn-rbs, some ofwhlch llower in the summer and autunn.
The H€atlier Carden was the maln intere6t and conslsted of a mixture ofvery
old plants and some new plarlflngs on a sloplng stte in front of a building,

feature weli in $rs aErden a-nd wer€ LnDresslve even at the latter end of the
season. In the gard;n ls a crafts gallery-. whtch shares a builduxg wilh a tea
room, so we weie able to end the a{ternoon with an €njoyable cup of t€a and
a look around at the various cra-fts.

Now follows a brief descdpuon ofeach oftl€ thre€ m€€tlngs arranged for

airturday 26th uerch - Thts ll'ill be the annual tndoor m€eung at the
Lytchett Matrav€rs Village Hall tn Dorset, Members shortd meet in th€ hall
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by 2.O0 p.m.. where Diane Jones wil give an ilusnated ratk on her rriD ro
souih Afica vrlti fte Hea$er Sociery lEsl October. lam totd rhat fte In-D ivas
e_njoyed by all thai attended ard that they sawsome marueltous examo'tes of(ne soutn AJ,lcan Heaths in rheir naturat habitar. Definitely a ratk noi ro be

We wlll also have oDr two class Teble Show -
class L A vase or bowl of H€athers in bloom.
Clas6 2. A vase or bowl of Heathers sho*.n for foliage €frect.
h-rz€s will be awa-rded and rhe Burffll Bowt (cu;endv held bv Anne

Pnngle) will be awarded to the exhibttor with rhe mosl 
"points. 

t_i,r.r,.ii
Matrav€rs is situated slx mtles from poole and one mile west of thipoole_
Blandtord road. The Village Hatt is on rhe west side ot the HtEh Streel. i;;r
nortn ol1]1e Rose_and Cro\nr Inn. Ampte parking ts a!€. able ct=ose lo rh€ hall

wix be made to cover expenses. There will be refreshment
suppr'eo arrer tne talk,

Saturday 6th May - Thts wiII be a pri%le alcmoon }'lstt lo a sarden.
normally open under the Narronal ca-rdens Scheme, near Wa,min:srer in
wiltsh|Ie. The galden is 7, Nonon Bavanr and is a Aardrn ofaloLnes. sDrind
bulbs and dwafconlfers. I am told by rhe owners, Mr. and [rrs. Rovds: l}Iai
tne garden ls not large bur is full of interesl and rhar there witt be D'tanrs for
sale. Members should meet ourside the garden for a 2.OO D.m. sran. tf
a p_proachlng Warminster from t}le sou$-east fien leave tlr A36 dl r}le Cor_lev
H,rl rounclabout at Heytesbury andhead wesr on the B3O95lorSu(ton Veni.
Alter le3ving--the roundabour raie tne nrsr righr (ummg for No on Bavani.
wnen me n|lage ls reached take rhe h.st tuming naht and rhe sarden rs on
the right hand side atter r})e conifer hedge. parlihg is avarlabtih t}|e road
onry. A_cup ot tea witt be pro\.jded dunng rhe ajtemoon and a charAe wi be
mad€ lor entry into tne garden ard for rhe retreshnent.

Srtudry 29th ituly On rnis allemoon al 2.OO p.m. we w l be visruns rhe
Foresl Edge NuJsery aL Woodlands near Veruood Ln Dorser. This nurien_
belonglng to Darid Edge, has bco visited by members on rwo preuoris
occasions. thelas(berng in Ju,y 1990. The nurserv iswholcsaleand:uoDlies
heathers to many of the local horttculrrat sates ouders, and lndeed oirilel.s
lirnher aljcld. On our previous visir we wse shown the rechniquFs that David
uses to produce his axcellenl plants and once agar we frave been kindlv
hv'ted to an instght inlo fte runninE of a nurserv Eeared ro hearhe;
p' oduc6on. Yerwood is rea.hed by Ieavtng $e A3l lust wear ot Rinswood aJ)d
trave|ling nodn-west a.long the B3Oal. Afier lealinRVerwood conrin ue alonp
the B3Oa I torabour L5 milesand late rhesignposted teft tum forWoodtands:

After about a fur-ther + mile, tal(e the gdvel track on th€ teft and the
nursery-is along this track. Refreshmenr IiI be provided dLUlng |}le afremoon.

Furtnct Datcs for yolll Dlary
At fte moment of wriring rhe irtenuon ls to arrange a meeun€ for a

Salurday in Seplember a.rld a dare alld venue w,[ be-announced"in Lhe
Summer Bulletin.

Fu rther informa don on |}le meelings lor 2OOO can be obiained bvsendtnq
me two SAES as soon a6 possible and ifvou intend to come Lo a me;Lins rh.;
I would be grar eful ifyou could let me krow abour lO davs before rhe m;eunE
Ilel. O23 40464336). I would ltke io emphastse rhat Lhe meeth€6 a,re ooen noi
only to local group members but to all Hearher Socterv memlers aria rrrerr
friends. Once again I am gr arefui (o rhose peopte who m;te rhe \4sjrs possibte
irno I fook ronrsard ro seehg you at those m€etings. 

phit Jounef
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