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Stop Press - 18 October

Gardefitg wlthltaflrg Eeathers by David Smalt and Ella Maywulff
is now available ar}d members who placed pre publication orders should
hav€ rec€ived thet copi€s.

As is to be expected from two such expert heather enthusiasts as our
Plesideni, David Small and Ella May wuff from Oregon. USA, the book
is a mine of informatton, covering every facet ofthe subject ofheatners,
as wetl as being beauufully produced 6nd illustrated. It rvill be reviewed
by Chris Bdckelt in the 2OOg Yearbook

The pnc€ of the book 1s 33o.oo - it can be ordered ftom aI good
bookshops or over the intemet.

Also - look out for an arucle on heathers by the RHSS Matth€w
Wilson, in ttr€ December 2OO8 ediUon of th€ BBC Gardens Illustruted
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CONFERINCE 2OO9

MIAT? ANNUAL GATHEzuNG AND A.G,M. 2OO9
WHDRD? BEST WESTERN REIGATD MANOR HOTEL, SURREY
WHEN? I lth to l4th September 2009
WFIY? To meet old heather ftends and hoDefuilv make new ones. with

HOW?
a theme of climate change and its effect on heather.
By booking your place Nowll

As usual, the number ofrooms avallable is limited and early booking will
ensue your room rc reserveo.

The programme wiu include visits to Nlanms cddens. Mary Bowerm& s
gddm and The Sadll Gardens at windsor. Our speakers will be Mr. Iktn,
Head Gardener at Nlmms and Dr. Simon Capom. We hope ro run a plmt
sale, abook & memorabilia auction along with some fun md ganes.

The A.G.M. wiu take place on Sunday r3d' September in the moming.
The approximate costwill be S29O forsingle accommodation and 3230Io!

double or twin. This is perpercon dd includes all meals, coach and enuy to
the gardens. To secureyour place for 2009, a non-refundable registrarion fee
of€s per person is required. This shoDld be sent to Dr. D. C. Nelson ar the
address in the back of t}le Builetin.

\Nhilst loaking bock thtotlgh sonB old Bulletins rccen V,I discouered, ta fty dmazen.nt,
that uith this editiofl, it is tloenty learc si u I took aoet fon Diane Ia es as Editor E the
Bulletin.Ica still renember the trepaahon Ifell uhen Iuas asked to toke the iob on,W a r
then Chriffiafl, Majot General Pat Tnpin.To make the task a littb easier,.ue bo"ght o"t fi/st
Canputer an Amstra.l,luith 51h" Jlopp! dkl6 and no ha dtioe, uhich prcbably cost as
nuch then as sone that are on sale today. I haxe a ftlch fastet nachiie these davs btt, sah.
learsaqo,our Prcsideflt (DaridShatl),uhois a uizz' uith stch thikgs,Iorcte a programthe
Jor the Anstnd,cokwtting it to aoery usefulplanttabetti gnachiie afldlWASgainita
s4! it is still gaing strong btt,sadu,ithasjustgiuefluptheghast.
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2OO8 Mini Conference & AcM
held et RHS Harlow Carr, Harrogate 27128 September

Derek Mll l ls
As the Intemational Conference was held on vancouver Island, Cmada,

this year a Mini Conference and AGM was held later at RHS Harlow Carr on
Saturday 27 ed Sunday 28 September.

The programme commenccd at2.OOpn on Saturday, in the StudyCentrc
at Hdlow Car. when ChairmanArnold Stowwelcomed members to theAGM.
before introducingJed Julian (?HS Secretaryl who gave a most interesting
illustrated talk on The History oI Hdlow Carr.'

HaJlow CarT is thc most noriherly
or the four RHS Ga-rdens. Harlov
mcding hill md Car meaning bog,
aptly describe its localion ed the
conditions lacing the developers of the
garden.

In 1946 the ,Vorthem Horticultural
societs {NHSI was founded and it then
star ted looking Ior  a nor thern
counterpart to the RHS garden at
wis ley.  Har low Carr  estate was
considered the pedect site for this.
The NIIS merged with the RHS in 200 r
who subsequent ly  took over  the
running of  Har low ca.r  and
contr ibuted much needed extra
fundlng for a numbcr of exciting

ll was a plcasurc lo welcome to
Jean s talk the celebrated gardcner,
broadcastermd ?HS member Geoflrey
Smith. who was the longest seNing
curator at Harlow Carr (1954 rg75l
and responsiblc for much of the
development work thai led to lhe
prescnt day gdden including most of
the tree arld rhododendron plmting.

Jean Julian having been warmly
applauded for her talk was presented wilh a large Enca engeno Thing Nee by
David Edge (THs Council Member, soon to be appolnted Chairmm).

This was folloved by tea wiLh thc splendid refreshments provided by
members of the Yorkshire Group.

The AGM then formally commenced witn an opening statement by Amold
Stow vho said that this would be his last AGM as Chdmm as he was
standlng dor{,]1 as chdman and Council member. He outlined the highs and
lows ofhis 8 veaJs in oflice and thmked those Council members who had so

Gtoup pholagraph at Harlotx Catr

Jean Julian ]]Jith Gealfre! Smith
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Dean Peckett Jrom Harlou Carr
utth our oun AndA Collins

Jrom wtslea

Arnold rcceiDing a gtJI o.f Erica
erigena 'Bdan ProudleA
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ably assisted him during this

Folloi'ing approval of the Minutes
of theAGM held on I September2OOT,
Secretary, Jean JLLlian, presented the
Annuar Report for 200a olrtlining the
objectves and activities ofthe Society,
its achievements and performance
plus a review of th€ year. Heather
educauon via its pubhcations, web
si te and the media was most
important .  Membership had
continued to decline slowly and local
groups had struggled to keep going.

Treasurer ,  Phi l  Joyner,  then
presented the society s Financial
R€view whlch had conttnued to show
an excess ofexpenditure over incomei
two factors contrlbuting to this had
be€n the gradual  decl ine ln
membership and lncreased costs.
Councll had therefore decided to
increase subscdpuons ln January
2OO9. Counci l  member Richard
Carlovan was praised for his linancial
advice that ensured investments were
in good order.

There was no change to the
Appolntments made by the Council
but for the agenda item Election of
oflicers, David Edge was elected as

Chai:man and Andy Collins and Derck MllIs were re-elected to Council.
Arrangements for the 2OO9 AGM ed Conlerence in Reigate, Surrey, vere

ouUtned by Susie Kay and under Any Other Business Derek Millis stated that
the Nauonal Collecuon at Wisley reqDired an increase in support ftom the
Soclety ifit was to be kept up to date. Pamela Lee m€ntioned that the British
Heather Grolterc Associafion has been allocated a stand at the Rl:lS 2OOg
Hampton Court Show and they would appreciate help fron the Society pdor
to and during the show.

With formalities compl€ted, Davld Plumridg€ (North East croupl gave an
excellent lllustrated talk on his visit to this year's tntemational Conference.

Phil Joyner presented to Davld on behalf of the Society a large specimen
ofErlca erigena Thing Nee in app.eciation ofhis talk.

At the conclusion of the aftemoon session. ?HS President. David Small.
pr€sented Arnold Stow with an €ngraved elass bowl, and David Edge
prcsented him with a larg€ specimen heather plant ol ErIca erigena Bnat
Proudley in recognition of his services to the Society.



The Saturday evening dinner was held at the Swallow St- Georgc IIotcl in
Harrogate wherc some of the members were staying for the weekend.

On Sunday mornjngmembers rcconvcncd at Harlowcanfora guided tour
of the gddens led by Dean Peckett. Garden Supcr'rntendcnt. Dcm s entnusiasm
for the gardens was apparcnt dd contributed to our enjolanent ofthis fine

The AGM had bccn cxlrcmely well organised by the IHS Conference
Manager Susie Kay and was well attcndcd, md with the added bonus offine
wcalher il had been a most pleasurable weekenrl.

Third International Heather Conference
Susle Key,  ConneInara,  I re land

Eight members of Ihe Heoth€r SocieiU gathered in Victona. Vmcouver
lsland, cvcrybody coming from diferent directions. Barry Sellers & Richard
Canovan had enjoyed a pre-confcrence tour with Dee Daneri through
Caliibmia, Oregon & washington State, vhilst Jcm Julian & Mike Preston
had awonderful bain ddc from calgary dd Rita & David Plumridge. whohad
been staying with the Safstroms in the Ceadid Rockies, had an arduous
journey by car to avoid a lmdslide. David Edge and I just met up in Seattlc
and took a shori plane ride to the island. Alsojoining from Europe were six
Germans,liom Holldd one member and from Italy. Jaimie Fagundcz md his
wife widl fie youngest altcndec, just l3 months old.

BDt, it was to vork siraighl away, as cach Society & Chapter had to
assemble a poster to dcmonstrate
their acti\.ities. Ours had been
rcscdchcd and collated by Da\.id
Small. for which we werc vcry
grateiul. It showed some of lhe
history oIThe Society togcLher lviur
photographs of  some of  the
mcmbcrc' gddens. The organising
comm't tee had provided thc
necessary glues & sticky stuff so
the job was not too diflicult. We
were surrounded by lo ts  of
beautitul heather plets provided
by David wilson, a growcr md
nuEeryman liom the mainland.
Thcrc was onc container with a
fabulous plant of Enca cruenta.
which I longcd to stuff into my
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?he Brars mftus Mike Preslon,
DaDid P.,  BotA, Rita,  Darid E.,  Susie.

Riclr.trd & Jeon-
suitcase and brlng home. All otthe pldls wcrc in wonderful condition and we
saw vrieties vhich vould not be available in the U.K.

At pre dinner drinks we mct somc mcmbers of the yactoraa Histoncol
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Societg dressed in pe od costume. They included the Town Crier.
whosummoned us to dinner. These people would also greet cruise ships
throughout the ye& dd had to rush offfor more welcomes. trwas a very busy
time as Bntish Columbia was celebrating its lsoth anniversarl..

Our lectures varied in their content md nnged from seeds of Enca to
"how to make a container fough using a fish box with propagation on rwo
coasts md garden design ln between. But Barry Sellers is going ro Mite
about all of these fo. the Yearbook.

Saturday was garden tour day. what wonderful gaJdens we werc taken to.
Dnving up the coast and glimpslng views ofthe sea and atl the inlers. Each
gddenhad been lovingly constructed and cared for aid we head the stories
behind their linished (ifa garden is ever finished) design.

Before dinner we had to vote tor t}te best poster design. Despite David
Smalls wonderful efforts. we did not win. Jurgen Schroeder aJId his ream,
which included Kurt Kramer, took the prize.ltwas afascinatingdisplay ofthe
work done to make over an old coal mine and also showed Iantastic phoros
olheather taken bv Kurt.

We were all really enjoying ourselves by this time, making new f.iends and
catchingup with previous acquaintances. The socially unacceptable,l.e. the
smokerc, had little meetings sixmebes dom the sireet and twoladies ofthis
group were responsible fbr bringing in a First Nation s person and showing
him heather in all its glory, hoping he wouldjoin the lv.A.fl.S.

Sunday evening vas the big event in Victonawith a slmphony orchestra
playing irom a baige moored in the hdbour to thousands ofpeople gathered
on the edge ofthe land. There was not a spde inch ot space as people seltled
doM for the entertainment, which lasted most of the evening and ihen
continued the nel1 night. It was strange that any pop artist playing at this
event could be heaJd twenty blocks away, but for the slmphony we had to
strain ou eds. Several of us had repaired to my hotel room wlth su able
bevemges and we.e able to enjoy the iireworks whlch seemed to be directed

My little bit of panicipation was to sit up at fte ftont dd try to talk abour
growing Cape Heaths outdoors in lhe west oflreland, but I leamed more than
I talked about, as Maio Abreu, N.A.H.S. President told us ofhisway ofpruning
-O. Erticilhra by cuttlng it to the groDnd and then watching it rc,sprout.

To round oIIour ffve glorious days, we were treated to several tums by a
tem oflady dancers and a loveiy buffet lunch.

Despite thelongjourney. it really was worth going. Many congrarularions
must go to the team who orgmised the conference, at ieast two years in the
planning. Ever].thing ran smoothly and serybody was looked aJter.

Theretore lvorth Arencan Heather SocietA & VancouDer lsland Heather
Society ' stand up and take a bow. I say didn t they do well .

So, post Conference tour day arived and our lirst adventure vas to find
our ferry to Port Angeles. Somehow we all mdaged the form liling ro enter
or re enter the United States. I think it was only a ioke when over the loud
speakers came the annoucement for Ella May wulff to orgeise her paro, in
a proper mmner- It appeared that ou bags were going to be loaded for

- 5 -
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another destination. BDt soon we were almost fl!'lng across Puget Sound to
a wondertul dsta of snow capped mountains and another countly ar,Id more
gardens and lots more fun, but ifyou really wdt to loow about this, please
read your Yearbook where an in depth aiticle wil appear

Isone pictures af the prc-coflkrcnce taut dnti huo tidvs oJ the Conferene appw on lhe
enclased CD. Ed.l

Ttppitiwitchet Corner: The Administrator's
l& ReElstrarrsl Log Number 5

Char les Nelson

Changes of Addresses

Please note the following amendments to the members addressesl
CANOVAN. Mr. Pichard A. e-mail: iichardcanovan@vodafone.net
POWELL. Mr. Adam I Talaton Plants, Egremont Bam, Payhembury, HONITON,
EXl4 3JA, Devon. e-mail: adam.powell2@blopenworld.com
"Lesley Spsrkes"

Lesley Sparkes has sentme aJI e mail pointiDg out m eror in informauon
thatThe Heather Societu has issued for many yeafs. Her mother was Joan, not
RDth. At my initation, Lesley is waiting m arricle for the 2OOg Yearbook about
her famlly, and especiallyabouthergralrdfather, J. w. Sparkes: Uoe Sparkes
was a wonderful character, First World War veteran and enlreprencur.'

Gardening With Hardg lteathers by David Small and Ella May wulff
Timber Press has infomed me that copies wlll be available in early

Octoberi members who avalled ofthe special offer will receive copies as soon
as possible after the consignment is delivered to the Society.

Heather  end sesther

I noticed the following lnteresring use of heather in an item entitled
"Watching the way the vind blows" by Freya Mcclements, vhich appeared on
the BBC News webslte..

According to tne Counry Donegal postman, Michael callagher. from
Glenfinn, quoted by Ms. Mcclenents, there are several nalural signs that
aie useful in predicting the weather thats ahead. This year, the Iiora and
fauna around his postal route in the Blue Stack mountains ltoldl him it's
going to be a good summer. Mind you, Mr. callagher doesn t deline what he

Among the slgns Michael watches for is the growth ofhealher- the species
isnt specified, bDt ling (Callunal and bel heather md crossed leaved heath
all occur thereabouts. You have to watch the heather coming up , says
Michael, ifit comes up a wee bit early tiat s bad, but this year it started to
come up nicely, at the rlght time.'

Ofcourse, that was 4 July, at the beginnlngofamonth summdized byMet
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iireannx*, ihe Irish National Meteorological Sericc, as Very wet and dull in
most places; becoming wam after cool first hait ln July, Malin Head, in the
far north ofDonegal, received l26mm ofrain, almost twjce the mean monthly
rajntalt. In August, which we must also court as a summer month, over
l23mD of rain fell on the Head. well above the average precipltation for that
month. Met Eireann reports that August vas exceptionaly vet and dull , a
sDmmary confimed by the fi.iends in the lrndonderry aJea.

I wonder who got the forecast Mong, not the wild heather surely?
With acknowledgement to
* h f t p : / / n e w s . b b c . c o . D k /  

E o  /  p r  /  f r  /  /  I  / b i / n o r t h e r n  i r e l a n d /
foyle and west/7488075.stm

** http:/ /$/rm.met.ielclimate/monthly summary.asp

Afte! an apostrophe

Lock away your copy oI Eats, Shoots and lraDes lby Lynne Trussl before
reading thls (and ifyou havc never read the book, do so, please!).

Trre IntemationcLl cacle oJ narne^clature Jor culnDated plonts inclDdes rules
(Arts 32. r 4 & 32. r 5) about cultivd names that contain possessives. lt requires,
for consistency, that when the possessive noun is singuld, the apostrophe
should be followed by m s even when the final letter of lhe noun is s .

Thus a cluster of cultlvar names needs to be modilied from their present
familid foms, as folows (with particular apologies to Jos Flecken aJld the
late Mrs. Ann Parris for the altemation of their namesl.

Enca x darlegensa.s 'Cross s Puzzle'
Dnca retroll.. Jos s Creeping
Enca cinerea ?os's Golden'
Enca cinerea Tos s Honelmoon
Calluna uutgaris Jos's Lemon
Cauuna uulgarG Jos s Whitie'
Dnca engena Mrc PalIis s Lavender
Enco x darleUensis Mrs Paris s Red
Dnca engena Mrs Parris s White
Enco cdmea Rubens's Palette - E.2006:08
There are instances in leguages other than English where singular

possessives require an apostrophe + s , but not in Gend iunless the noun
itself ends in s l. Thus the corect forms of the followjng cultivar names,
which de in Geman, should not have any apostrophe:

Dnca carnea Kramers Weisse
Encax clctrleuensis Kramers Rote

... and flnally

I spent aJr lnteresting morning at thc Umbn Nature Resewe jn County
Derry, Northem Irelmd, recently. Corsican heath is naturalized in a nature
reserve on the coast. The shrubs were in full flower thereismoretobesaid,
ad I hope to include an arUcle in Heath€rs 6. {The deadline for dticles is 3l
October, for deryone still itching to put pen to paperll
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CheEybank: New Developments
Rlchard Canovan

The excellent report in ure Summer E.rlletin on the tragic situatlon
conceming the Cherrybank gaiden, followingthe collapse ofthe cal}x project
!,!ith the f:rilue to secure lottery funding, prompted me to explore the
situation in geater depth, as there had been no response ftom the Scottish
Garden Trust after live monihs. The silence was deafening. The analysis
revealed a stark problem and we certainly could not avait developments_

A key issue was the local planning policy for the area. The garden is
actually allocated for bustness use in the adopted Perth Local Pla (19951
which 1s the stdting point for consldenng development proposals. The
relevantpolicy (69) ln the plan for this use requires business development to
be compatible wiur adj oining residential areas md to contain a hlgh proporrion
oflandscaplng and open space. The plan should have been leviewed but th€
draft pld was pulled because ofimpending planning reform legislation. The
Council could notrecaU whether any objections were made to thls 2OO4 plm
which proposed cairying foNard the pollcy ofbusiness use for the garden
site. That itwas again allocated forbusiness uses isquite surprisinggiven the
importance attached to tne garden locally.

Scottish planning policy for open space (SPP r r ) is strong wi th a presumption
against development ofopen spaces, and asks local pldning authoritics to
identily and protecl them in local development plaJls. But for tnis policy to
bite, the garden should be identilied in the plan proiecred in line with an open
space shate$/ to co ordinate policy and assess provision and need for open
space. The relevant guidance, Planning Advlsory Note, PAN 65, supports this
policy. It also encoumges a partnership approach to seek mechalisms dd
funding arrangemenls for lheir maintenance.

Therefore. the planning syslem appeded to offer little protection and. as
The Heather SocietA is aU K charity, PianningAidJbr Scodand were approached
to see ifthis interpretationwas up to date and whether anything useful could
be done to help protect thls garden ofinternational importance. They agreed
with thls analysis but had some ideas aJId aouce.

'Cherrybank Garden is not only a national treasuJe, it is an intemational
treasure, said Stefani McRae Dlckey ftom Oregon, secretary of ihe North
American Heather Society, reported The Courier. She continued, It has one
oftheldgest collections ofhealh and heather in theworld ar,Id is the stmdard
we use to compde and identt$, cultivars. Heatler lovers around the world
aspire to','islt Cherrybek Gdden'.'The garden is wcll knom, even to those
who have yet to visit, by the photographs, books and slide shows in vhich it
has been featured. lnviewofthis. and as the plan isnotgoing to be updated
in the near future, couid anything be done? Its history has been described in
vanous Yearbook articles.

Members of boih the ult md Scottish Parllaments for Perth liercelv
opposed dFvelopmenr of  heeaJden.  lhe J.ooo - ignarurFpFr i r ion.-d malcr i ; l
considerarion in my decision by the Council- Therc vas a legal document,
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which was some reassurance. Complications arose because therewere other
buildings involved, hence the lengthy negotiations. The lmd is omed by the
Scontsh Garden ftust but the visitor centre and car park are belng sold off.

One posiuve item of news revealed by Planning ArdJbr Scotiand was that
Perth & Kinross Council was considering a masterplan for the Cherrybank
dea which would exclude tne garden and hence protect it from development.
That would not have to avait the revision of the local plan. There has been
some developmmt on the site immediately to the west, including sheltered
houslng and a hotel, and a park and ride is proposed nearby but these do not
threaten the garden. Planning Aid-for Scotlandoffded to comment on a draft
representation to the Council ready for a proposal to develop the garden. We
could even seek call h of an application for decision by the Scottish Minister
and ensure a public jnquiry.

There was news from BBC Scodand that the garden had been saved.Then
the Perlhshire Advetiser announced that the Scotland Garden ?mt vas
'gifting the ga-rden to the people olPerth but that a planning application had
been submitted to Perth & Kinross Council s planning depatment seeking
pennlssion for a change of use of the visitor centre to oifices. Checklng the
weekly list ofplanning applications on their website revealed the application
on behalf of the scolland GardenTwL dated a September (reference 08/
orarg/Ful). The neighbour notification plan, reveals Lhat the live beds
nearest the entrance, A, Bl Dd 2. E md most ofw plus the historlc Bell, are
inside the application site boundary so under tllreat (this cm be compared
with the dandg Guide and Bary Sellerc a-rticle which wlll show over IOO
cultivars at rlskl. We have, at the time of Miting, sent a dralt objection to
Plming Aid for Scotland. Our sister socieries could make tneir om
representations renectngitsinlemational imporrance. We are also lnfo.ming
the National Council for the Conservauon of Plants and cardens of the
application as aJl objecuon from them will carry most weight. Time 1s short
as the statutory consultation period has passed, but repres€n tations submitted
prlor to the case oflicer s site visit will be taken into account.

It may be possible for TflS to arrange a smal1 group ofvolunteer heather
enthuslasts to assisl Perth & Kinross t€isure maintain the garden in this
transitional phase by undertaking the specialist pruning work. We should
follow the example set by HERE in the US. It is unclear whether this was done
in 2008, and some ofthe plants are in poorshape, so cdeful pruning maybe
necessary in 2009. Onevisit coDld be in early March for the summer flowedng
varieties and another later in the spring for the winter and spring flowering
vdieties. We should be able to involve as volunteerc some of those that
campalgned for the relenuon of the garden and pass on some of the skllls
Deeded to deal with the pruning work. As the main put of the gdden is being
passed to the people ofPe h, such communityinvolvementshouldencourage
a sense of pnde and omership.

The Heather SocietA w as IIotcomulted. Subsequent developments includlng
the decision on lhe application, due on 3 November zOOa w be desc.ibed in
the SDrinE Butletin.
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1992 Bells National Heather Collecuon, Cherrybank cardens, Perth,
Norrie Roberlson, yearbook Vohme 3. No lO. 827 - 31.

i993 The 22"" tulnua1 Confercnce. University of Dundee, Septcmber I ld,
l3u' I992, Walter Womick, USA, Yearbook Volume 4. No 1, p7 tl.

2OO5 Intemational Heather Gardens 2r Cherrybank, Scotldd, Barry
Sellers, Yearbook, Healherc 2, p59 - 60.

2OO7 Scottish Planning Policy I t: Physical Activity and Open Space.
2OOA Planning Advice Note PAN 65 Planning and Open Space.

Handy Guide 3'd Edition
2008 lrss ofcarden would be felt far beyond Perth, The courier. 3 March.
2OOA Gdden 'gift" to people ofPerth, Perthshire Adve{iser. l9 SeptcDber.

Connemara Chat
Susle Kay -  Coanemata,  I re land

I spend long amounts oftimewonderingwhich ofnarure s Ldals is themost
damaging. Having read David Plumridge s trials with frost, I felt I should
challenge him and that salt laden winds are the worsl.

I know I have previously talked about the damage that salt wind can do,
butin Marchwehad theworstsaltstorm foryeaJs. Wewatched indismayover
the lbllowing week as the Norlh Westem side of all the planrs rumed a
becomlng shade oftrroM. And, as ls lhe norm, no rain followed to wash the
salt off. This eventjust helped to deepen the depression that was sitting in this
little comer of lrelalrd.

Although I had made a newbed for heathers, it now only contained the ashes
ol the beloved Geis, our nearly three yed old Insh Wolfhound. It was rcady io
beplanted, butl haddecided to wait for the wccds tocomeup, so tnat they could
get a blast of Round Up . Mulch was ready from the galhcred fuchsias.
Eventually I was able to plant up half ofit. It is to be all bud bloomers, one ot
which I found in Lhe wild. The exact location is a secret, but I had managed to
get eight plants golng from cutting matenal. Remembering Kurt Kramer's
' Ga rden Girls , I ctrislened my nnd Connemara Colleen . This plant is or y for
my om use and probably nol remdkable. so I shall not be rcgistering it- In
Apr, pruningthepldtsdowl, readyforplanlingout, I tookthe newtop growrh
dd made cuttings. Wilhin three weeks ihey had rooted cnough to transfer to
individual pots dd now, in August, are ready to pldt out another 20 plmts,
I must have donc something right this nme. t havc morc fun with cuttings and
seeds. because as eve.ybody knows I m not a gardener.

Just over ayear ago, another wild plant Look my eye. I was with Ted Olivcr
and his sonThomas aJld we had enjoyed agood long walk along the green road
by the Kiilary. We spotted an Enca.inerea, which was bicoloured the opposite
way round lo E. cinereo EdenValley. More cutting matenal, with some sent
to my professional grower, David Edge. Hewas mo.e successful thanme and
has raised twenty plants, which t have naned Ted Oliver'and hopefulty I
shallbe able to rcEister that.
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Llke everybody else we havc had a funny year, weather $/ise. May brought
vondeful warm days and everything really gftw- Even some of the heatners
Mitten off by the salt stated to go green and some optimism returncd,
broug]tt along by the acquisition of a new wollhound puppy. Only a few
heathers have been flattened by his enomous feet. This has also been thc
year of hacking down. Considering that planling did not really begin untll
1996. Efowth of mmy shrubs and trees has been phenomenal. Plcase could
somebody tell me why the healhers won t grow rhe same vay? I have been
leaming and lamenting that Calluna are really a no-no for me and I should
stick to Daboecia. Enco x uatsonii. E. x u'ailiantsii and some cinerea for thc
summer. The winter garden 1s less of a pmblem md I get some favounble
coDments Iiom visitors. but E. carnea does not do well so we have lots ofE-
x darleAensE & erbena. The cuttings I took olTthe wild engena tuom just down
the road denow 12 inch high plants and are fascinating towatch as lieyopen
white and slowly turn to pink.

No report should be witten without mention ofthe under gddencr, who
has done a sterlingjob with his chainsaw, picks and lump hammer, hedge
trimmer etc. But I do find sometimes aJI under gaJdenernecds to bewatched.
I have nedly lost a prized resrio, which was dug up in error. I have almost
forgiven him.

The Cape heaths continue to survive, well, most of them paruculdly E.
annectens alld the hvbrid Helena & E. Derhcillata.

One should say that the plants that really thrive aJe the weeds. Some of
you may regard these as omamental, but they are a nuisance here, especiaily
Gunnera trnctodo, which is colonising every piccc oIlmd that is disturbed. A
fewhundrcd mctres dommyboreen, aneighbourdugout a pieceoflalld; this
is now covered in it. The road alongside the Killary is lorally intisted, but at
last the Council have applied some noxious substance on 1t and we shall scc
if there is any effect.

I have had, for the last two ycds m on-going project. Alan had halrd dug
an open drain across thelield, into which he introduced some cuNesto make
it omamental. After my visit to Oregon, also two yeaJs ago, I asked lor awater
fealure, which was put in place- Nothing fecy with pumps and fountajns etc,
butjustsome natural stone slabs and a plpe brought from the streu to feed
it. Further to this I decided to line the banks witl] heatherthat liked wet feet.
The drain is about l3O ft. long, and with bolh sides, this mahes a fairly large
area to cover vith pimts. With a lot ofcuttings. I am gradually planting it up
with Erico nackaiana Shining Light. Errigal Dusk dd what I call Kerry
Mac, which came iiom the nnd by David Edge in Co. Kerry of E. nackaianor
also,E. stuarti Irish kmon & Irish Ormge. There are still gaps to be filled
so there is an on goingpropagation exerclse. All ofthese plants de doingwell,
but funnily enough E. lelralu does not seem happy here.

I am now iustback from theThird Internatlonal Conference, which was a
great expenence. The gardens we sawvere magnil'icent and put me back into
relieMng my own miserable piece of land, but my motto now vhen I am
plmting is The Triumph of Hope over Expectatlon .
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As I Mite this we have eryenenced monsoon like condiuons withl ust under
a inches ofrain in six days. Our wettest week since records began, I 1 years ago.
This produced two flash floods down our stream with damage to the tJanks, but
ve ae stiil slriving and trying to have a heainer garden.

Itr Praise of Heather
Mlchael Ktrby

Membership of The Hearher Societg is falling. The public awareness of the
benefits of gowing heather is at a low point. What can we do about it?

what ls required is a high profile promotion.
lf a certain Domestic Goddess were to mention that sun dried cabbage

leaves were the latest culinary delight and to do so on television, radio or in
trre press, the shops would soon be Iull of them and the air sulphurous with
the stench of broiled bmssicas.

If only someone would. ln a gardening context, promote the delights of
heather cultivation. Is there anyone out there with medla contacts? Do you
larov of anyone in telryision, radio or publishing of a high profile, a
personallty who could do a piece on heathers? It vould work vonders.

The only gardening ex?ert that i caJI recall who has from time to ttme
mentioned heathers for the gdden on Edio is (bless him) John Cushnie.
The.e may be others but he has certainly done so.

I livejust outside the Derbyshire Peak District. As I Mite this it isAugust
and ihe moors around the HopeValley, especiallythose close byHathersage.
are magnilicent. Housman wrote ofthe Shropshire blue remembercd hills
but here the hills are alive with colour, the hum ofthe bees and the heady
honeyed scent of masses at Erin cinerea, E. tetralix 8d Calluna in full

Thls 1s Bronte country. Jane Dlre, some belise, was n:Ded aJter Bronte
had visited the area and realised that Elre is a common but well respected
name in these parts. Chdlotte stayed in Hathersage. The uery name proclaims
heather.

Everything is subject to the whims of fashion so 1t ls high flme that we
heard it again for this ubiquitoDs plmt.

It is appreciated that in \rriung thls for ThefieatherSoctetg I am preaching
to the converted- How do we convince others of our opinion?

Well. a consistent show of interest for the subject ftom one of the many
self-styled gardening erTerts would notgo amiss. Set the camera rolltng, film
the reality and in the words of d unknom author:

.There are few things ln the flower garden calculated to become so
thoroughly interesting as a bed or group of the hardy species of heati. There
is something about the heaths that always produce pleasing sensaiions."
F.om the Annals oJ Horhculture rc17.

One linal thought - I vonder if Delia has ever tried beef in heather ale
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guestions & Atlsv/ers

r\r ovcneltrte*rg cuttlngs
\ l  Can you p lease advise me on overy inrer ing hedtnF'  r  urL ings? Ihdve

a number whi(h secm Io be sulhnng h LhF conserudrory.  Should they be
watered reguldly? Many thanks for your help. Derek Yrrell

A . Assumlng rhF curLings are already rooled keep rhcm our ofsrrong
f- \sunl ighr  & warer  reguld ly .  Pol  up lJ)  Apol .
If they have no roots keep them out of strong sunlight - vater regularty

and cover v,ith plastic fflm or bags to consere moisture. Pot up when they
have made good roots. Daphne Eueren

A I  Ai l  my cul l ings are leh ln  t } le .o ld f rame over  wrnrFr  dd lo-ses dre
1- I fs .  As you l { ]1ou nursernen use d l r t l  le  bot  rom heal  on sand beds

and I would think that it could probably be too warm in Derek Yirrell's
conservatory and they are drying out. Arnold StoD

A :  I  have ro :dy I  do nor  raJ l 'F mdy .urungs.  I  usual lv  lFdve f iF lob ro
f-IAndy ar Hdlow carr. II ls his Iifp s work'WhFn I hdve done any I nnd

I lose them ftom ove. watering rather than insuficient and HC have the same
problem. They have to mistheather cuttings separate from all others as they
need less molsture. Jean Julian

A : I hdve noll.ed on Lhe few o..dsions when I have over winrerFd
f l , .urungsof  hardy hedf is  in  Lhe greenhou\F.  mJ succpss rare has beFn

The majoribi of my cuttings are taken in July/August, in seed trays or
multi cells supported in a seed tray. The bays are then watered from the
bottom, covered ln a transparent dome and then placed into a closed frame
and shaded. The cuttlngs are then left to fac€ the Evages of ninter. The
cutungs will oeerience cycles of freezing and thawing throughout the winter.
By using the tmnsparent domes it is not usually necessary to do any
additional watering. Usually by the spring the cuttings have rooted, with my
greatest success rate being with the i!'lnter-flowering heaths and my least
success rate being with calluna.

I would suggest that a reason for my greater success with curungs "outslde"

ntner than inside ls the lowe! tempemtures. An indicator of this may be that I
tend to lose cuttings earlier rather tha later, i.e. whilst they de stil experiencing
a rclatively high ternperatu.e in the late Summer and early Auturm.

I should point out that Cape heath cuttings are transfered from the frame
into the glasshouse when the Iirst frosts threaten. Incidentally my success
with Cape Heath cuttlngs is poor so perhaps I should leave them outside as
well ttongue-in'cheek comment).

Not a very sclentific mswer but a method that may help Derek Yinell na\t
tlme he takes cuttings.

Incidentaly for shading I used to use a intemal frame lid sDpporing a
net cutain but these days I use the painted-on g.eenhouse shading on tne
outslde of the frame lid. That larter method of shadlng should have the effecrof
keeping the temperature lower in sumy weather than when usjng the ner
curtain shadinA within the frame. Phii Jouner
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n: Another seddltrg, more floweE!
\ < ,  l w o u l d L k e ) o u r  h e l p  p l e a s e .  M y - o n  r s  g c | | i n g  m t r r i e d  i r ' l . r e e

{ lnnFr-Hpbr idesl  in  July  and h i \  f rancFp would I 'kF lhF themF of  rnF u edding
to be heather. The bridesmaid dresses are Ht ameLhyst. Unfortunately it is
unlikely that the heather on the island will be in bloom in July so I was
planning on buying some plants to grow at home in troughs and then
tresport to the island. Cor d you suggest which plants I should grow, where
I could ger them and dy groving tips that may help? I live in Hertfordshire
but would be happy lo havel to get the ght plants.

Aparl irom using tiem ln table anmgements we would also likc to put a
sprig in glasses of chmpagne, would that be a safe thing to do with all types
of heather? We do not waJlt to poison eyone! A manda Pard'E.

A :  Thdk vou ior  vour  inreresr .ng do unu-ual  Frd i l .  Hedrhers d l
a- \weddi" rg)  are usudl l \  $h i rF -  melhy- ,  i \  very oul  of  Lhc ord indl , .  I

have done a preliminary search ofour database ud there are no cultivated
vaneties ofling (Caliuna Dulsar6), often calied Scotchheather, with amethyst
flowe.s that bloom in July. In fact there de only about l5 Cailuna cultivds
with that flower colour, md most seem to start flowering in Seprember or

YourbetterbetvoDld be to use be heather (Enca cinerea) t there a_re quite
a few cultivars and they could be inbloominJuly.Thereis onecalled My Love

it has the dght coiour of flowers at least.
The other cholce is St- Dabeoc s heath, a native in westem Ireldd {not in

ScouandJ although it grows in Scottish gadens and there is even a hybrid
called Daboecia x scotico. There are amethvst flowercd clones.

Regdding putting heather in champagne, I would never adulterate
champagne with heather, nor subjectheather to such a indignity. Bur ifyou
de intent on this. all I would advise is to use heatherfrom aplace where you
caJl be sure it is not affected by pesticides or other chemicals. In other words.
heather will not poison anyone as long as it has notbeen treared with sprays
of any sort. Using garden-centre or nursery groM pldts might not be wise
as you will have no idea whal may have been put on the pldts. You might
consider using just the bells Irom bell heather instead of a whole sprig.

A :  I  agree t l ' . I  be l l  hearhFr iEn.o. rnprpdl  would bF rhF b.sr  b. r  fo '
f1arnet} l \sr  b loom rn Julv .  Arropurpu-Fa is  a good one.  AI-o Miss

Waterc md Purple BeauB,. I d suggest that instead of trl'lng to get aI the
heathers H1 same as the bridesmaids dresses, that they also use H2, mauve,
which is a good colourblend aJld wouid add interest. Cevennes md lberian
Beauty, forinstance. And, ofcourse, some of the earlyblooming Calluna are
whiter 'Caerketton white , for example. Ella Mas wull/

A : I w o u l d L t ' i n \ , h a r  E n . o . i n p ' p o  $ o u l d  b e  r  i d F d l . h o i c e  p d J r r c u l d  l J
. .1a (uh.vdr  wl lh  Lhe name \4v Lo\e.  i l  I  were Fasr ly  drd lab e.  I  would

suggest that Doboecla would be a bad choice as my limited cut-bloom
expenence would indicate that the flowers would drop quickly. The only
Calluno that would come close to flowering at that time of yedwould be Tib
but the colour may not suit as it is described as}],\2. PhilJoAner
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A : I inink Enco.inpreo tu-F brr <mall ror a bouquFr bul you may ge, away
nMt}) Enrd x gn]Irhsu Ja' queLinF or even E. rprmanolisbur rhFy a'e nol

the right colour to go with amethyst. Jean Julian

r\:... and slso more on pru.dng ord herth€rs: south-wcatem
\1Scotla|rd
I hdvF Lhr ee Etu d drborpa {u-ee hFa$l shrubs o( well ovFr 30 ypds otd and

6-8 feet high whlch have not been pruned ln any vay since at least the lasr
2 5 years. They are now straggly with ldge lengths of bare lower branches. Our
garden is exposed to winds ftom all dlrections, although the sh.ubs de in a
relalively sheltered part of the garden, at 500 feet above sea level and four
mlles inland (near t}le Galloway coastline at catehouse of Fleet in SW
Scotlandl. How best to beat these venerable specimens to entice them to look
more atbactive and produce more flowenng? Any advice would be appreciated.
Da\id HaukeL

A :The tarr fiar you hale t}lree \hrub\ mFds Lhar you can rry an
f-\eKperimenr. En.a o'bo'pd ha: rema-rkdble po$pr s ol regenerarion. \o

you could cut one of the shrubs down to almost ground 1evel and it should
sprout. I don t thlnk there is a "best time" to do this, so I suggest you try now.
I wouldleaveone olthe plants alonedd not try any surgery. You could hard
p.une the other to whatwer height you need because it should break along
the trunks as well as ftom the base, I suggestyou don t try all tlree at the same
time, or in the same uay. Vaiety ts the spice of life. after all. cood luck!

r\: scottlsh heather garden

V I  comF f 'om a smal l  rown jusr  outs ide Cld"gow ar  &e foor  o i  rhe
Cmpsie Hills. f or many yFars mv life long fnend and I e{plored r}e htlls and
the surronnding deas white we were kids. Now a litile older ald slover we
only see each other onc€ or twice a year, due to the fact he works and lives in
Irela])d. Here comes the tricky part .. . his wife of many years is in the process
ofhaving the garden landscaped. As a srrprise for him when he rctums home
froD work, ... she would like to recreate a little piece ofScotland 1n the back
garden ln the fom of a heather garden. .. . Is there ary way you could help me
with my information on the B-pes ofheather that are regarded as native to or
glow in Scotland. stephen Page

A : There dre thrFe indigenou- headers in ScoLland and |nFv dlso are
f- \abundur in  l re landr  col lund uu,ga4s ( lLng:  of ien .a l led Scord\h/

Scotch heather because it is the one that is predominantl; Enca cinerea (bell
heathe.) and Enca tetralx (crossleaved heathl . That's it - nothins else.

Thus.  r fyou wM I  ro p lar i  only  rhF ind igenous hear hers.  a!  o id f lerFhjnC
else that may be available. That also means the gdden must be on lime,free
soil, which may not be so easy in parls of lreland. Charles Neison

DUa May wufff, from Otelton UsA wrltes:
I vejust glanced through the summer Eulletin and noticed the blt about

hard prunlng. I d like to contrlbute my two cents to the discussion_



VOL. 7. No. 5. AUTL-MN 2008 THE TIEAIHER SOCIETY BULLE IIN

Because I ve been so busy during the last few years (oK, more than a few),
my plants of Enca uogans Mrs D. F. MNell did not get pruned for several
years. By the time I got to them. they had paJtlally grown over a stepping stone
that I need to use to reach the ropes fo! the greenhouse shades, so I had to
do a severe pruning on that side.

I cut the side of the planL completely back to bde wood h May. By August,
you could not see ey bae wood. The plant had produced lots ot new groDlh
dd even some flowers. There ls a pair of before dd 'after' pruning photos of
the cultivd in chapter two of Gardening uithHardA Heathers. Note. however,
that I dld not cut the enlire pl&t back to bare wood. only one side. Had the
entire plant been cut to bare wood, lt might nol have had sufficient strength Ior
re growth. I m not about to test that h},?oihesis, as I mvery fond ofthis cultiva.

(There are three plants here where one would have suftced. Thls was
among the first heathers I plmted. aiong with White tam' dd Pink lce.
right alter our Oregon house was built and long before I made my heather
garden. I had never grom E- uagans before, nor had I grom heathers in
Oregon, where the climale encou.ages them to grow larger than they do in the
much colder climate ofNew England, or even in Englmd.)

Gardening Weekend Breaks

Society member, AleVenn, who has been running musical holidays for
the last twenty years, has recently lauched a new service, called Carden
Serices md Holidays and, irom Friday 3'd to Sunday 5'h October 2008 and
Friday 24'h to Sunday 26th April 2009, he will be running tvo gddening
weekends. based in Llandudno. North wales.

During these veekends, there will be a full pro$amme of gadening
activities, including. among other things, a visit to Bodnant cardens, led by
nurseryman, Peter Clough ofHolden Clough Nursery. There wi1l also be some
live musical entertainment.

For more inlomation teleDhone 01204 840279

Another Manip!
Rlcherd Canovan

A weed seedling 1n my garden has pmved to be a gem oIa plant. Totally
unlike ensting cultivars and my unnamed clones ofEnca mmpuiirfiora. this
one has a much less open habit &d is very erect and neat. It also diffcrs in
that trre long racemes of plnk flowers are very nmow. They are also less
interrupled than the others giving an impression of more solid bloom- The
foliage is mid geen.

It therelbre appears ideal as a specimen plant for planting :uong summer
floweing cultivars with dark llowers.I will give it motheryear and then take
cuttings. Due to ils very different habit and early flowering it is a cmdidate
ror registration as a new cultivaJ. It was found near Tootnill Mustard , so is
probably a seedling ofthat. but there are live oLher possible parents.
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.Erica cinerea 'C c Best,
For the last few years I have been trling to Daintain a bed oftle Societv,s

One Hundred Re.ommFnded HFa$ss.  in  our  garden {The ctuden aL The
Bannut) in Herefordshire.

Atnough our soil is slightly acid, it is atso rather heaw and wet in Mnter.
so I struggle to keep the cinereas gotng and have to reptace them rather
reguldly. Unlortunately I have lost Enca cinerea C G Best comDletelv anal am
unable ro lnd a sour .e of replac.menr.  The ptdnr  order ing sen1.F cd I  hetp
and nor can Wisley.

If myone is gowing this plant in their gnden and could send me a few
sprigs to propagate I vould be mosr grateful. My address is on page one ofthe
Bulletin.

Daphne EDerett

_ PS. Heaiher Society ftsfl be/s arc oluaVs uelcone to Disit the gaden lree af chage but
piease telephane ifl adun& to identifu yaurselres afld tet us know you ate coming. ihe bxt
times to see ttu heatherc Sadens are Febtuaty ta May ot ftid August to ftd October.

The Glorious T\pelfth
Arnold Stow

Whilst it is not so glorious for the grouse, there is no doubr drat Ior those
landowners who malntain our moorlands for the benefit of these birds. {and
fremselves. lo' the revenue during l}rp shooring cFason). also hetp our

It was interesting to note recently that more thd 5.OOO acres of heather
are to be regene.ated in Co. Durham to restore Wemmergil moor which has
been damaged through neglect and overgrazlng.

The estate Ms owned for four centuri€s by the Bowes-Lyon famity of the
late Sueen Mother. It was purchased in 2006 by wealrhy entrepreneur
Michael Cannon.

Wlilst the main purpose ofthe regeneration is to improve t}le moor for the
grouse at a cost of€5m, Mr. Cannon states that moorlands are his passion
and litemlly our ninforest.

_ It is comfortlng to think that the reseeding ofUre moor, atthough primarily
for the grouse shooting, will halt the decline ofour disappeairng moorlands.

Photographs necded - wln s copy of: eard.ening tuith hdrdy
heothers by Ells Mey IVuUf & Davtd SmaI (iust publkhed!).

we are looking for photogaphs - slides. pr'rnts or digital images suitable
lor use in the Society's proposed newbooklet about companlon, Dlants. As
th i  ind ica(es.  rhe bookler  Ml l  d iscucs p lanrs sui rdbt t  for  groung u i rh
heatherc, or for growtng heathers with.

Eligible photographs will show a heathe. alld another plant co exisung
bappily, or a heather bed r dth mixed plantlng! Examples may inctude spring
or autuinn bulbs, shrubs, perennial herbs, annuals, even rrees.

T7
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we wiu also accept pictures showing dwarf and slow groMng conifers
but the principal idea ofthe booklet is to show that a huge variety of other
plants can be grown in close association with heathers-

All photographs received will be put into a _hat and one will be draM as
the winner oI Lhe book. The draw will take place at the 2009 Conference whcn
the best and most inleresting ofthe photographs wil1also be shom.

Photographers will retain copyright of any images selected for Lrse, and tvo
complimentary coples of the booklet will be provided to each photographer in
retum lbr the nght to use his or her images.

Piease send your photographs (by recorded deliveryl to The Admintsrmtor
lwhose address is on back cover oI this Bulletanl or to President. David Small
lsee address underWebsite, inside back cove.ofthis Bdlefanl. lfyou \ranr ro
send digital images or scans, please place these on a CD ROM - please do nor
send these as email attachments.

There is no closing date for photognphs. Atl originals md CDs ivill be
' ' rumrd wh'n no loneer reaurrFd 

Jea,r  Jur ian
20 Years Ago
Dephne Everett

h tgaa, thc Society celebrated its SilverJubilee and I was asked by the
then Editor of the Yearbook lo Fite d article about its cdly yeds. Now,
lwenty yeds later, I thoughtthat some ofour more rccent members mighr be
interested to read about some of the highlights from that time:

The HeattLer Socaeiu came into being after Sir John Charington (of
Charrington s Coal fame), sent a letter to the RHS Jomal. The letter, written
in 1962, is rcprinted belowl

Du.inSrhepast two yeaa. in an attenpt to reduce rhe tedium ofsonc lolms oi-glrdcnine.
I hale planledalargc numberofheatheB and have conero re!1isc whar an arbactivehobby
they provide. The wide lariety, the prolonged pedod offloreri.g. and the ltrmcrive colours,
all nake heatheN deli8hlful planls to grow.

Inrhesedays, when so nany people musr be seeking ro reducc drudge.y in $eir gardens.
I can imagine that the interest ln hearhers is becomine widespread. I wonder, therelbrc.
whetherit is tine lbra HeatherSociety to be formed. Such a Socjcty lould surely be ofvelue
to dealc.s inheathea. and ifrhey.oul.ltake the lead,IbelieverhataneveFincreasing number
ofenlhDsiastic amateurs would come to reallze rhe benetirs whjch, through the formation oi
a Society, have accrued ro theculdvarion of ro nany otherpllnts. Willanyone inreresred in
the above proposal please communicate direct wift me ar rhe address bclow? If sufficienr
responseisforthcomingilispropose.ltoholdaninitialpreliminaryneetingolrhosein1ercsted

SIR JOHN CHARRINGTON
High Quary, C.ockham Hill. Nr. Ede.bridge, Kent.
On 2O'i February 1963. an inaugural meeting took place at The Roual

Hortacultural Soci?tU, Vincent Squde. Theveatherwas atrocious, but around
Iifty people battled through snowdrifts to get there. A decision was taken to
fornt The Heather Sociery and a formative commiLtee was set up under the
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Chaimdship oIslr John Charington. Mr. Fred J Chappie, who vas a great
advocate of heatherc in his many anicles and whose pionee ng book, "he
Heother Garden, vas published back in 1952, became the Society,s tirsr

The first Committee Meeting was held on March ad that yeai, with a
Committee consisting of several illustrious names from the hearher world
such as Mr. F J Stevens Irom the nu$ery of Mascll md Beale in Dorsetand
Mr. J F L€tts, whose nursery was set in a magnificenr heatier garden at
Windlesham in Surrcy. The subscrlption was set at one guinea per annum.

The task olediting an mnual y€arbook was entrusted to Mr. p S patrick
and the fiJst one vas published later that year.

The Societys Secretary was the very energetic Constance Macleod, vho,
in the early days. vas not only Secretary, but also Tleasurer, and later (in
1967J the firct Editor of the Butletin. The idea ofthe Bullelins. which were to
be published twjce a year, was that they should be a Members Forxm (and
hopefully, they still de). SirJohn was against the idea as he thought thar a
newsletter would delract from the yearbook. but he later had to admit that tt
h ' d  h F e n  a  d r P : r  s , , . . c < <

By 1965, membership had grom to around 350 (much as it is now in
2OO8), nsing to 654 by l96a - bywhich time sseral local groups had been
formed dJoud Lhe counrry.

In 1971 heather trials were started at Halow Carr, wiih five pldts ofover
3O0 cr tiv3ft pldted out on a half-acre fleld, next to the gardens. A group of
volDnteers spent the nst live years recording details of height, spread. colour
and flowering time of each cultivar as well as auending to all the weeding dd
pruning. The result, at the end of five years. was a very useful publicaflon
Heatter Trttls 197 I 75, edited and compiled by Peter Vlckers.

By now, membership had risen to over 7O0 and theie vas concern rhar the
list ofmembers'names md addresses, which had always beenpdnted at the
back ofthe Yearbook, was becoming too long and would have to be omitted.
However, thts caused an outcry among members, who found rhe list veil
useful for meeting up with other heather enthusiasts, and it was retained
until 1974.

The Iirst weekend conference took place in this year organised by John
Ardron of the Northern croup md held at cranrley Halt, near FJpon. Saty one
people attended at a costof35 perperson. Although, from whai I understand,
ihe accommodation at these ealy conferences could be rather Sparrm. The
abiding memory of some who attended the second conference at Westham
HoDse near Waffick, isofdormitory accommodation and communalwashinA
ldc i l rues.  And "r  Voor PdJk col lege nedr ld-nhM jn 975.  warFr  dr ippc;
rhythmically into buckets stmtegicallyplaced to catch to catch tne rain water

ln 1973 Lhe Committee of Tht? Heater SocietA bccme a Council, w h
Committees to deal with different aspects of the Society and a Cape Heath
Group was fomed. Membership stood at lO7O.

Subs were raised to 13 single and 34 double in 1980 and, as a result
membership dropped to 93O. But, by the foltowing year, probably due to the
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Admidstrator, Ken Farrah s, enthusiastic personal letters to all enquirers, it
had risen ro 1377.

The 1983 Conference was held at the Falmoutl Hotel ln Falmouth.
Comwall Lhe first time a hotel had been used as the venue. It wasn't an
unqualiffed success, as the hotel wasn t geared up for conferences, so meal
limes were very slow making deadlines for meetings erc hdd to keep. Atso,
the lecture room provided was far too small for the eighly six pcopte who
aitended that year alld lectures were accomparried by loud music from the
party next door. However, the Conference itself rvas a grear success.

In rga6 the Conference was held at Tetley Ha1l, part ofthe Unlversity of
Leeds. On the programme was a visit to Harlow Carr to see the triat grounds
(now fifteen years old) and the newly planted reference coUections of Calluna
tulgarE, Eri.a carnea and E. x darleuensas. These were al1 in the capable
hands ofAlbertJulian, who had looked aJter them for the previous ren years.

By 1946, membership had reached 17OO. However, rares were set to rise
in January 1987 to 56 single and 17 joint membeEhip and it was expecled
that memberchip would drop once more.

At the 1987 AGM the Secretary annouced that membership srood at
1350, however, by October of that year it was up again to 1416.

In 1988 a commemorative salver was prodDced to celebrare the Society,s
first twenty five years i ours has place of honour over rhe door in my office. The
SilverJubllee conference was held at cftglmog in wales, with seventy eighr

Now, another twenq. years on, heatherc are no longer the ddling ofthe
media and, unfortunately, ve have no present-day celebib,, such as Adrian
Bloom, lo raise awareness of what vonderful plants heatherc are. Looking
back through some of the Yearbooks ofthe l97Os I was struck by rhe ldge
number ofnurseries that advertised heathers in those heady days most of
which are sadly no mo.e.

However -ve are fortunate to have the BrarLshHe ather Grouers' Associaticn
(ofwhich our nev chaiman, David Edge, is a memberl. It will be putting on
a sDperb display ofheathers at the Hampton Court Show in 2009, with the
alm of educating the public about the conditions needed for glowingheatherc.
The 6m x 4m plot will have a gdden theme and will consist ofa front garden,
with summer flowering heathers in pots dd containers, ald a back garden
planted with Mnter/ sprrng v&ieties. Surely the media won t be able to ignorc
such all unusual and spectacular las I loov it will be) display!

Jack Platt

Jack Platt, vhojoined the Socieq, in l97O passed away in May of tnis year.
An appreciation ofJack, who registered many new cultivds and contribured
to theYeaibook ove! many yeaJs, will apped in the 2009 edition of Heothers.



THI HEATHIR SOCIETY BULLET]N vol. 7. NO 5. AUTTMN 2008

Group News
North East

ln  \prr .  o f the -er iou-  fooding our  rFdion had FrTeneni  Fd on scprember 5$
and 6 ;lhe Ponleldnd Flower sroww.nial.ao as Dl-nned onseore;bcr I3Lh.
The dlmosl .oauruouq ain we have hdd d1l \umms did nol leem ro dllecr t\e
heathers and the Heather Classes looked good. Many rhanks to atl our members,
who snpported tne show and submitted so many entries ro make rhe bench look
so colourful. It was much aDDreciated.

r only heathers were made looM tn TV gardening programmes more people
mrghl glou rnFm ed L}len perhaps wc wouE ger moie enrmr. pcnic,paiing m
Ine snoss. we irve m noDer

We have had no Car ODtings ihis year with ou little $oup due to rhe weatrrer.
dd, for the same reason, ceoll and i have not been aw;v in our caJavan. Mavbe
Lhe wir rer will gre us some long. \rx1r1y spellsl

Dorothu M. W.trner

Ilome Countles

On Saturday 2Os September Home Counties Group members met for iheir
lrtrual meering dl thc RHS GddFn-. wrsley. Ar long acr $e s.alhpr was
magnihcent. very wann d1d <unny lor olx-wdl\ dosd Lhe Heafier Cddens
National Collection.

ThehpdLherga-rden- are undergoinq -ome.hdrgFs whk h in, tude rFptdnung
bui thi< hs bes somewhdl disrupted by new \ro.k bFng intec,ed wi$ lrtua
problem\ wh.h has me.nr de\rovins lueF number\ or sroi k Drior to DIdnUnp

ThF dfiemoon -e:sion wa\ held |rl Lh; Lectue Room. whcn coliricrosbie
{Superintendent, Woody, Omamental and Alpine Plants DeDarbnent, RHS
Wj5ley) gave an iU u " tra, ed I alk on w6ley Tluough I he Seosoc. Th is proved I o be
d mocl enlertaf rnErd in lormarNe lFr ru e Eiven bv dn enftu-rasrir sDeaterwho
is respon\ible lor, largp dea or lhe\e beau-Liful E;dFns. ini Iudins Gc hpdfrer
gddpns. A veN hvely 5Fssron cn-ued when colD ds$ered Lle ma;v qu..Lion.
posed by fte apprcciative audience.

Juuan and Alison Fitz Eade provided plants for sale, kindly donatjng rhe
proce€ds to croup tunds which;as greatli appreciated.

hor ro an q.ellen L red with , al,Fs hnd lv prcvided by J osey St ow dd Pam M-lI-
{thank you lddiF<1. Josey iudsed fi. tablc -how and I}l. siiier< wpr as rollows

l) Best flower anagement in whicll heathers predominatc - Pm Millis
(Turpin TrophyJ

2J Best vase of hardy heather in flower. single vaiety - Julian Fltz Earle
3l Best vase of heat-her chosen for foliase Pamela ke.
Duing tea members discussed with Col1n the difticulties in maintajning the

Nauonal colle.bon oiHea$er srd espe' idllyensuing LrEr it include- l}le mdy
new vaneLFs which have bFi ome ivdilable'in r.ent \ Far -. Cotin emDha5ised
|nar hF hdd r Umi,ed annudi budgnr for Lhe pu.cha-; of dlt ptm6 ;hur hrs
Depdnm.nr dnd he $ ou ld welcome dn) dssrsrdce $dr heaIner gi oFr- ard rhr
Hpotrpr S.ri.rA tTHs] could offer in keFpmg Lhp collpcLion up ro ddtc. This wa
dulv nored bv i}lF mdny THscouncil \4;m6ers p'nsen, rd i wd- lF.r Lhcr rhi-
should be discussed further at the nerl Counci Meetind.

An dinounr cmenl wa\ mdde by Pmeld lfe thdr rne Britsh Hparl v, Grauprs
Associiahbn is to have a stand ar the 2OOg RHS Hampron Coult Show and THS
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has been asked to 6sist with volunteers to participate in nrnntng rhe stmd.
Derek Millis

South qlest Area News

I open the SWareanem by saying thatit is my pledure to olfercongmtulauons
ro Des dnd Sybd Perry $ ho are.elebraUng fier DrdJnond Wedding dnniv.r-a4,
on Ocrober 3Od . Des arld SybLl $erp loundtr member\ ol fi.lome-r Sourh We:r
Grcup of the Sociely and Des was pesent at the inaugural meeting ofthar group
orgmised by Bert and Diane Jones at Oueen Camel on sth Apdl 1975. Des and
Syb made a point of attending as many of the South West croup meerings as
possible rnduding hosting meeungs ln their oM gdden on seve.al occasions.
Des and Syb are stalwart supporterc of the Society having been regular
attendees at the Annuai Confemces. Regrefuly ill health in latter years has
prcvented them attending both local meetings and the Co.femces but has not
prwented them enjoying their heathe$ and retaining their interest in the
Sociely. I m sDre thatyou would aI like to join me in Mshing ihem all the very
best on |lris momentous occasion.

The walk in HillieE Gadens, arranged for Satuday September 6d,, was
affected by the wet weather and has been postponed mtit the ipdng. I iherefore
invite members to join Lin dd me on a spnng garden walk inrough Hillier
Gddens, near Romsey ln Hampshire, on Saturday April 4d,, 2OO9- We wili be in
thevicinityofure enlrance from I.45pm and will be enteringt}legardens at aboDt
2.Oopm. There ls a healher g&den in the grounds and the vinter flowering erlcas
should sull be putting on a good display. Lunch Ume refreslments de avajlable
ftom the restaurart near the main cd pdk and afternoon tea is available Fom
the same location. There is also a well stocked sarden centre adiacent to the caJ
p&k Md a gi', -hop adja' Fnr ro the cnu_M(e. Al t]he rim. or mdnS Lhe "n rr"nce
fee is 47.50 (s6.50 concessions). As for t}le locauon ofthe gajden, it is adequately
signposled iiom major rcutes and ls easily fomd on maps ofthe area. Let us hope
for some sunshine on this occasion.

As usual I will rennnd members that the date and timc of my get together in
the Souti West area veill only be amounced via the Bulletrn. Howevd ifyou wish
to send a SAE then i wil return a map and directions to h€lp you locate any
p'oposed venue. Vi -ils roe"rden\ wil nor be pre-aranCedwifi Lhr gaden oMer
and &dl Lale Lhe lbm olan mlormdj sroll. Anv zdveni-ed group rarF" io' gr den
entry r^,,1l1 not apply md no guided tourc will be mgeoitrd garaens riltt not
ne.essarily be heal}ler ed dFns as Lhp purpose ol any get logcLher is ro ex, haige
in lomdbon on loprcs o lhedrher . r l rue md rn mee old k iend:  and male new
ones. Therc is no need to let me know ifyou de coming beforehand, but a phone
.all on 023 aoa6 4336 is dlwav- dpprec'Jled. 

phil Jo,JnFr

Good advice from our President

Increase your chdces oI living longer.
Avoid nding in cars because tney are responsible for 20% of all fatal

Do not stay at home because 17% ofall accidents occur in the home.
Avold walking on streets and pavements because 14% of all accidents

occur to peclestrians.
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Avoid travelling by air. rail or water because 150/6 of all accidents involve
thes€ forms of transport.

Of th€ remaining 34%, 320,6 of aI deaths occur in hospitals. So, above all
else avoid hospitals.

For the golf players among us

John caJne home from a morning at the golf course and threw his clubs on
the floor. That's lt" he shouted, I am not playing golf agaln' .

"What's the ploblem?" sald his wife - you always play golf .
"Not arly more" was the reply. "My eyeslght is getting so bad I can't see

where the ball goes .
'That's a shame. Why don t you tale my b.other william with you" his wife

suggested.
"Your brothed What the good of that -he is 1O3".
'He might be rO3 said his wife but he sttll has perf€ct eyesight'.
"OK' sald John I urill give it a Fy".
The next moming John and wflliam set off for the golfcourse. John sent

the ball soding into t}le distance. "Did you see where it went he asked
William.

"Of cource I did said William I ve got perfect eyesight .
"Well where DID 1t go"?
'I saw it go alright" sard William "the trouble is, I ca.n't remember where



USEFUL ADDRESSES

sdcicry s wcbsirc: rw.hedhes€ic.y.or3 uk

Ch^i.ntn & P.ti^ ntu,!^, nuj.n treit! et
Stee.i.B tlr. D Edgc. Forca Edge Nu^err'. Vdrsood l{oad. w.odlands. wimbo.ne,
Connitte€ BH12 6l-J

T.ersuR. Mr. P.L.Joy.er, g4 Kinro$ Road. Rushireron. To(otr. SourharDron. Hrmpshne
SO409BN. e,z,ilrpjoyner@supaner.com T.lr(02330)364136

SecreIa.] & Corncil MtntB/Hn4 .f 7i.12s
Slid€Librlrian Mre J.Juliar. Ma{.hrnB'.MrinSteer,AskhrmRi.hard.York.YO2l

.,ndir: jeanlulia.@btinremer.com rarr (01904)

yturbank Edir'f Ani.les f.r the yenrh..t / Nd,th .[ Ihunt^
& R€8islr.r Dr. E.C. Nekon

Fo.delaih s.ebackcovcr

B letiEdirt Nntet, dflicl?: furthe E tetul
M^. D. Evdftt.'lhe Brnnut. Brineiy.lle.efordshirc. wR6 5TA.

L/: (01335),132206

Adr .nn ing  ! J \ ' n \  1 , , . .  t . L  , . ' , ,  t  ! t ,  B \ t t , t . ,
Mr. D Smrll detailsaswebsile

Adninisl€ror sxrr..itt r, onteilfn rthti..ii.'s ?.r
Dr. E.C Nchor
FordetaLis scc bick cover

Co.Ic.en c M6 S Kry.Lete'geshEa$.Rcnvj'lc.Co.Cal!.y.Rspubli.of keland
Nlanage. ?,(lilr susiek@Boliee.$dieolc lrlr 00151 95 41575

website Mr.D.Sndl,DenbeiEh,AllSdinrsRord,CreeringSr Mrry. rp$vnir. Suftork, rP6 3PJ.
..a4il: hoarlE^@zcher.o.uk

PldntSdes M6. A FiiT Erne,73, woodtand way. wcn Wlckhiin. KenrBR,19LR.
" ziili allhonfi.zcrrtc@yahoo co.uk
&lr 020 3777 5 r6l lHome)

Croup OrganGers (r.ralnr.nlou ti be ta4 tulcora. dt antt local neh'E ot rnitt

e , , a l l : p j o )nnG,su fandcom L / : ( 02330 )36 ,1336

Ers rM idhnds  MrA . l h l l . l 0 .UppdCrcc r .Na ipa r i an .Loughbobugh ,Le i cs .LE l l lSG
. , k r i l i ha l l a3?@lsa l i . couk  7 .1 :015092 :13921

No.lhErn Mn. D. M Warns. Lirile.ron. Click em Ln. Po0relind. Nclvcaslc.upon.Tyre.
NE20 9BQ rPl: (01661) 3232e9

Hone CoDnlier Mr D M l$.13.ThcHoncshoe.LevnsockCrten,HemelHempserd,HensHPI8Qw
.,rnil: Ds.k.Millis@cxre.lft ee.der Tdl: (0 1442) 254330

Soulh West Mr. P L loyncr,34 Kirros Road, Rurhingron. Toron. Sourhamproi,Il.mpshre.

Dr. J Cnffirhs.9, AshlerClose. Leeds. wesiYorksh;e. LS25 lJX.
l ' . / , 0 l l 3 l )  86331e


