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38,b A.trlual Gatherlng & Co[ference
lltt - 14th September 2OOg

Relgate Manor Hotel, Reigate, Surrey

Canlereflce oryafliset, Susie Kay, (tDith the help ol h sbanl Alan) has raken Masual
fteasLrcs (beloa) ta persta.le ftenbe/s to colle ond jain rc at aw dkn at get tasethel. Ed.

It may be onty February. but plans are well underway for Lhis event.
However, we sull need your help in making sure it will happen.

How can you do this? By n hg in the flyer form and sendlng it to Charles
Nelson at ?l1e Heather Societg, TippitiMtchet Cottage, Han Road, Outwell,
PEr4 aPE, cambridgeshire as soon as possible. For those ofyou who have
aheady booked, your places are already ftsered and all you have to do is send
yoDr cheque by l* July 2009.

Our programme starts on Fnday alter dinner wlth an illustrated talk bv
Mr. Ed lkin, Head cardener at Nymans.

On Satuday moming a coach wil transpot us to Nlanans, where we wlll
have a gulded tour tal<ing in the Heather carden.

Lunch w'll be atyour o]m er?ense and is followed by a visit to the gardens
of Mary Bowerman. Champs Hill near Pulborough.

On Saturday evening, Dr- Simon Capom will add.ess us on tle subiectof
''Climate Chanqe and Heathlands .

Cover illustrauon Ertcd Camea by Brjta.Johansson

HalD the seosons Lrry.I lantgry 20A8, theuintet heathe$ uere well iflto floloet and roe
had a gaod displaV of Caftellias as well, uherus, this yet the heatherc ooe borely shol'ing
calout antl therc uasn t a Camellia fioToet to be seen. The graMd uds f%en t'ot sa loni, we
thought it was going Io be dificutt to keep Phil llDho hetps ,s i the gaden tua days a utek)
futt! employed. Ha.oeoeL oflce we decded to take in hafld a h!fldted yad lons strctch E
auergtuan 'hedge' dt the top of the gorden (belongins to o t Jarmer neighbour - but neglected
b! hin for over 20 yean), thete was flate than enoush c\*tiflg up to keep Phil i uo* and
aartu far seuenl ueeks. The rcsuh ol this nanlnoth opention r@s, a tidy hedge, sebetul tons
af logs and seren huge piles af chippinss: ehotlgh logs to keep our Iirc going d couple ol rearc
nnd enough chiryi"gs Ia cot'er all the Wths i, the hedthet gaden afld nast af the shrub
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Heather Societ]'.
mcmbers. All moni

S24o per person sh.rring
s303 per single room
!5 Booking Fee non retumable

The abovc anountis for dinner, bed &brcakfast, lranspo.l, entrance fccs
and gujdes, but DODS NOT include lunches.

It is possible to attend for I or 2 nights, or as a day visjtor. prices tor this
c:rn be obtained from Susie Kay at susiek@gq[ieejindigo.ie . phone 00358 95
43575.

Ifyouhavcbeen ponderingwhether tojoinus, nowis rhc tiDe to makeyour
dccision. We promise you a postive experiencc, gaining knowlcdge on our
favouritc plants, making new fr'ends and Iinding our hovyour Socicty works
& plays.

Su-sie K{lU

Notes from the Chairman

The rccent long spcll of below zero rvea rher hopefully will focus gdden er.s
minds away from the increasingly popular exoiics aJrd back to more hady
plants such as heathers. 'lhe Autumn tracle was quite brisk and refleds thc
fact lhat, in lhe previous recessionary times, heathers have retained rheir
appeal as a hardy ed more pemanent purchasc. The increascin sales ofpots
and tubs in recent yea.s have provided an add ional market for hcathers.
when usedintheAutumn scason lorcplacc rheSummerbcddingon the patio.

Writing this in early January after temperaLures have dropped to minus
9Chcre,Iam surpnsed tosee thar Enca canaticulota is stilt sruviving ou lsjcle

The A.c.M. will be held on Sunday
moming followcdby a vjsit to thc Sa\.ill
Gardens atWinclsor. Again you wlll be
responsible for your own lunch at ihe
self scrice cafetena.

Sunday evening bnngs a chance of
interaction betwccn members rviLh our
famous planl & book sale and Opcn

Delegates will depart on Monday
momingalter breakfast. but one more
delight is available. Mr. & Mrs. David
Sprague. who live neal Do.kjng have
inviled members to toDr their hcaLher
garden, vhich is showcased in this

So having filled in your folrn md
sent it to Charles. the ne.xt thing js ro
stalt some propagaiion and bnng along
one or two ofyour lavourite heathers to

es raised from this sale wil1 go io 'lhe
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in the garden.lt looks slightly bedraggled and sonf, for itselfbut I am sure it
will sDrive quite happlly. (P-S. Mitten January 26s - Recent examinarion
shows that Enca canali.dara has deteriorated further after the severe Fosts
and nov shows little sign oflife).

A new introduction to the garden from Miniers Nurcery in France is a tree
heather labelled as Enca x ueitchii Vasterlval .' This selection has long bold
splkes of vhite flowers. slightly pink in bud, and makes a very handsome
plant shrugging off the adverse weather conditions. A plant for the future!

The Briti-sh Heather Crouers Assocaaricn has been allocated funds ro
construct a display garden shoMng the benelits, versarility md uses of
heatherc at this yea rs Hampton Court Garden Show. The members now await
the RHS to inibm them that the garden design has been setected. Hopefuily
the introducUon ofheathers to the show will reinyigorate publlc interest dd
1n tum increase fl1e Heather Society membership. This must be our main
locus and pdonty over the ne\1 few years sL.iving to increase the public
knowledge md awareness of this vercatile addition to the modem garden.

DaDid Edge
'Nafted dJtet Plinccsse Stu ia's Satu1en, neat Dieppe, ifl Northeth Ftdnce. (Ed)

Tippitiwitchet Corner: The Admlnlstrator's Lo€i
Number 6

Charles Nelson - Admlnistrator.

Subsctlptiorra

Thanks to all the members who have paid their2009 subscriptions. Ifyou
have not renewed yet, there will be a renewal request inseted tnto rhis
B.lletin and we look foNard to receiving your subscripuon very soon.

New Members & Members' News

The tolloMng nel|l nenbers are welcomed to the Societ]'. having joined
since the address list was issued in June 2008:

Ronald Btggelsta.tr: Nottingham
Patricia & Eric Coxr Flnchampstead, Berkshire
Andy Ewcnce: Woking, Surrey
Jack Ftfe: Chamcook, N. B., Cmada
Ilat8uya Hayaehl: Takasaki City, Japan
Steve Yatrdallr Trescowe Common, Germoe, Comwall
Changes oJ addresses
Mrc. C. Turpln, chmged to The Old Vicarage, Stockiand Brisrol, ned

Bridgwater, Somerset TA5 2PZ
NelD e-mail addresses -far Honoraru Treasurer Phil Joyner see inside
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Eeathers 6 and other Recent Publicatlons
As I wTite this 1n mid-January, the t ?esetting md layout of tne issue have

been completed by David Small. we are now checking the proofs and hope to
have the issue witl the pimrer before the end of the monrh. DeDendinl on
when copiFs a ie delvered l rom rhe p in ler .  d isr r ibu l ion prob3bt i  s1 l l  bF in
mid March. Copies will be sent automatically to all members in Eood
sranding.  I  re.c ived {dt ler  d l ' r  le  bddger ing.  but  someu har  tess then usuat)
more than enough material to fltt the issue from cover to cover. with no sDace
ro sparF.  ln  fact ,  we hare d over  run of  four  pde.-  ard dpcided ro I  Fmov;  I  he'Rec€nt publications colurnn and putit into rhis Autierin, toretease space for
the ar:ticies received.

In future rccent publications w1ll be a regular feature in the Eulterin,
meaning notice of interestjng items will not be hetd over untit, Eerhaps. the
to l lo$1n8 yFd.  I  re ly  on mpmbFrs ro suppty ing i  opres of .  or  reference derai ts
for, items of interest that they may see. please continue to send me
information about dy publlcation books, anictes tn magazines and
new\papprs- thdryouencounrer  Rpmemberrhar  $"dono.  " l . r ;d  Lhesamc
publications so this infomation is more valuable when shared.

Jack Platt : Books and Petlodlcels Donated

Mrs. Ruth Platt has generously donated her lare husband s books abour
heathers and conifers to the Society. Severat have already been ptaced in good
homes , in rctufn for contributions to Soctery s funds, with Atm Venn and
Dileen Pette.ssen, and I was pleased to obtain a working copy ofmy own book
An Irishlouer saden which I now have in Lanzarote.

The remainrng books are listed elsewhere in tllis Bulterin. Ifanyone woutd
like to acquire one or more ofthese wolks. please contact me anal suitable
airegements will be made in return for a donation. Any books that remain
will be brought to the 2009 Annual cathering ro be auctioned.

Among the miscellaneous items were back lssues of Encullura which I
have added to the Registrar's ffles, and some photographs of cultivaJs and of
gardens and people. A small treasure was a D&ish postcard about which
Lhere r -  a l i rde more larer .

OD. thanks to M.s. Platt, and to Atan Venn for facllitating rhe transfer of
trlese ltems to t}le Society.

Reco mme nd.ed. Hea.ther s

A recent stock check has revealed rhat most oI our unsotd coDies of
R4or npnded tLpothq s arc \or tFd.  due ro : roraEp in defFctrvc box;s.  rhe
sraples.  in  panicul . r .  hdvp been dt tF. ted.  bFcomLnq.oroded dd rusrv.
Thus.  Lhese cannot  be sold ar  fu t t  pn.F.

SLIGHTLY IMPERFECT COPIES: AO. sop + postage
The member s price for slighdy impefect (i.e. with rusted staptes, but

othevise clean) copies is being reduced ro sop. For members in the UK a
single copy to one address, bysecond-class postage, will cost 77p until4April
2OOg when, due to the amounced increases in posral charges, the cost will
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For members elsewhere the cost of a single copy to oneaddress, including
p o s l a g e .  i s  ! 1 .

(For multiple copies to the same address, please enquire about postage

DAMAGED COPIEST AO. OOp + postage
As a further special offer, the copies that aJe in the worst condition they

have very rusry staples and can also be waiped. stained or dusty - are
available at the cosf olpostage oniu, on request. These are certainly acceptable
as working' or Potting shed copies, but cainot be sold. They woutd not be
an ornament on a coffee table or book shell Anv remaininA at the end of2OOg
Ml l  be senl  Lo .  pdper rec) . l ing la t  r l i ry .

UK members nay send an (unused) second class stamp for each coDv
required.  'o  rover  rhF posraCF Members e l -ewherF m.y a l .o send a toml
stamp, equivalent to nomal aimail postage (commemoratlve/special/pretty
issue iIpossiblej, for each copy needed.

The unused foreign stamps which we receive will be aDctioned at the
Annual Gathering, as the.e de certain to be stamp-collectors among us.

... arld flnally

The anicle on the Co6icm heath ln Counv Derry has beenhcld over until
the 20 t O vearbook - which reminds me to invite conriburions from members
for it. Please put pen to paper and send your dticles to me by 3 I Ocrober 2009.

Eileen Petterssen
Dsytd Plumrldge

Although we had knom Eiteen for mally years from fleather Socaetrl
Conferences alld he! visits to our home, we had no inklind about what she
would dnnoun.e ar  rhe pnd ofd nner  in  Hnogare ta\ t  SeprFmbFr.  She quiet ty
stoodup dd said that she felt that tlis would have to be her last Conference.
This was sad news indeed from such a pleasant companion_ We felt tharher
many heather friends would like to have a little tJackqround lnfomarion
abou,  Lr lFen m rhp Bur lpFn.  I  a-kFd r f<he would g ive me t fe$ nores so I  coutd
wTite & eticle about her expenences over the yeds. Having received them.
I feel I can do no tretter than reproduce sactly what she sent:

'You asked some questions, so I ll tly to answer them.
I learned about The Heather Societa from one of the heather books I

borrowed from a Districl gafdener in 1977 and Ijoined at once. I collected
rooted cultings at Easter Irom ceofftey Yates' nursery the szne year. I wenr
to my Iirst conference in IgaO in Edinburgh. The only one I have missed
since then is the intemational one in Scotland 1n 2004. &d ofcourse_ this
yed s in Vancouver.

As to which I remember best - it s more dlfftculr ro mswer. The firsr was
I 5 years ago so it was the opportunity to get cutting material. The one where
we went to Pla-{tol Nursery dd David Mcclinrock s house stands our. Later

5
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tau at Rose Cottage aJter the 2ao8 conJercnce
join. There is so much to remember...

on iLs been the opportunity
to see hcather groMng jn the
wild and we have been ro so
manyplaces allround the UK
its dillicult to pjck on one.
The Bu{on conference was
the most recent and Lhe work
ofEgil vas memorable. Then
the private gardcns ones
with Don Richards and your
om are flxed in my memory.
The combination of beingwith
people, leaining about plmts
and to experience nature is
the aitracLion ofa Conference
md the mixture is always
different. That's thc rcason to

These commcnts must bc very gratilying to those who have orgmised
.  ontcr  Fnr  ps ovFr I  h .  ypars.  r  or  \ompone,o rate Lhe,-oubl ,  ro ravel  f rom
Noruay so often shows they must have been consistcntly worthwhite.

Eiteen s qtict brt knalobtlseble prcs.,ce oill be '/ed :t nissed. Ed.
And a message (via the Builetin) from Eileen herself
I would likc to express my deep felt thmks to The fleather Socieru for alt

lhe mcmorable conlerenies lhJd Lhe luck to rd l . .e  Daf l  in .  From Lhei !sr .  in
1980.  ro Lhp recFnr mrni  one in Hdogcre I  hdv;dtways .e l r
included and it is this thal will be missed rhemostwhen I am no lonEcrable
ro .omF. The soci . ly  l "e ls  l ik .  Imi lv  at rer  50 m2nv yedr \  t .o-  "o*  on
bulletins and Yedbooks will be even more welcome than before aJId I wish vou
al l  $e bP-r  'or  the furu le!

Ei leen B.  Pet terssen

A Prestlgious Award

The Instltut€ of Ecology and Ervtronmental Management (rEEM)
Medal was awarded to Professor Chdles Gimingham for his distingljished
pioneering research and practice in heathl&d ecolos/.

The avad was presenred by Mr. Michael Russell MSp, Scottish Dnvironmenr
Minister, on the evening ofTuesday, la November 2OOa at the Ouality Hotel
in Glasgow.

(The IDEMis the profcssional bodytnatrepresents dd supporrs ecologisLs
and environmental managers in the UK, Iretand and abroad. Ir provides a
variety ol se(ices to dselop competency and standards in ecotoAy and
environmental management.)

Dr. Isobel Alotso, Heathland Spectalist, Noturot Dnqland
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Cherrybank and Wisley National Collectlons:
The Latest News

Rlchard canovan

CherrybaDk

Slnce the Autunn Bulletin, plmning pemission has been granted lor
conversion of the visitor cente to offices on 29 October2OOa. The Societywas
approached on the vording of a planning condition attached to the consent
but the decision is not on the Perth & Kinoss Council website, so not
available. This was reported in an article in Horti!:ulture Week ll).

Since then, TtpHeath?rsocietv and lhe lvationol CoutEil-for the Conseruatian
oJ Plants and Gardens have been in close communication with the local
autho ry and Perth & Klnross Leisure to whom the gdden has been passed.
There is a very positive approach by all parlies involved to restoring the g&den
and the heathers, which appearto have sulTered neglect for some time before
closu.e ofthe gdden. aboutwhich the Council shares our concem. Importanily
there is a strong focus ofsupporlin the local community for the garden and
plenty of willing volunteers. 'fhe offers of support by both ?IIS dd NCCPG
have been welcomed but little can be disclosed until a Dublic announcement

A first visit ls proposed to coincide
flowedng heathers in early Mafch. lf
coniribute to this please contact me.

with the pruning oI the summer
there are any readers willing to

Wisley

Readers who are already RHS members will havc been alerted to the
potential hazards of two planning applicahons lbr development of waste
mdagement facilities near Wisley Carden. Obj ecUons were odginally rcquested
for November, and the Society alrd ]VCCPGboth submitted objections. but the
deadline vas extended to t6 January. This followed resedch by Environ
which identilied risks io the health of plants in Wisley from bloaerosols as a
resDlt of the proposed composting operations, so a decision is some time
away. As well as being a th.eat lo some heathers and other collectlons, the
Thames Basin Heath Special ProtectionArea is also at dsk. TheWisley Airlield
site was allocaled in the plm despite nearly 700 reprcsentations on consllltation
md tlatsuch sites are notyetneeded (2). The SuneyWastePlanwas adopted
in May 2OOa. Full details of the proposals and the threats are on the RHS
website tmore user hendly for the applications thd SureyCountyCouncil sll
htto: / /$/rw.rhs.org.uk/news/visletpla4li4galpliealio4s.aso

This follows the Home Counties meeting on 20 September atwhich Colin
Crosbie of the RHS erplained the fungal problems for the propagation of
heaths and heathers in Wisley. So this is m additional problem. lt also comes
at a time when ?€ Nataonal D.rst and 'Ihe lvaiional ?ustjbr Scotlond have
reported, in a letter to Scottish and English Environment Ministers, that
PhAtophthorakernoDiae has been found on heatl ard plmts in Comwall and
the Isle oftur& lreported in the Dallu Maal and the Scotsmanon 8 Decemberl.
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The letterseeks Iunding to understand the disease and control its sprcad. Ian
Wright, ?he lvafaonal ft6t's lead advisor on phvtophthora, saidj The fact that
Phatop,hthora kemoDirc has made the jump to heathland is deepty worrying.
It has been estimated that wilhin twenty yeds this plant disease coutd bei]
every garden in t}le UKald have a severe impact on our lowland and upldd
heath. The 'weed Rho.ladendron ponticum is a host fo! both phutoDhrhora
lomorun aid P.kemo ae.

The Scottlsh covernment and Defra also iaunched Consultations on
management offuture nsks from p.ramorum and p.kernoDrae. which closed
on 7 and lO October zOOa, respectively.

It must be remembered that P. ramorum is not as senous for heathers as
root rot P.cinnamomi but heathe.s cd act as hosts for the disease (31. For
those iDterested in following up rhe ptarding policy, research orpathological
aspects these de links to the Surrey Waste plan dd supporring reports and
assessments, Environ's news release ofts lindings for the RHS, a release by
Thp Nononal  ?rus,  on rhF rhrF.r .  the Dcfra and Scotr ish co" .mmenr
consultations and summdies of reseach on phyrophthora bioaerosols from
the UK, Calitomia ed Oregon:

h, 'p  / / \ | r1N.sunF-vc. .gov.uk/$ J - reptar .
http: / /v\&1|.. environcorp.eoln /news /eticte. ql1o?id=60 1 I
ht tpf , l l rww.nat ional t rust .org.uk/main/w g lqbat /w news/w

tatest news/w news planr disease threatens gardens.htm
httpz:qw.defra. gov. uk /o]adb / pe$4ote,/2O06 /pla!trres. pd!
httpr]ll|ue-defra. gov. uk/plaDlh/pesttratqbelram.p<!I
http: / /www. delia. gov. uhlplanth /pegtnote /2008 /p_la!1Darks-rJdf
http:/ /we.w.deft a.gov.uk/planth/kemovii/kernreD.Ddf
hrpr / / \ | r1N.del ra.do\ .uk/ .omorzte/consutr /phl , roohlhqra ram kern/

consultation. pdf
httprlleo.scotland- gov.uk/Publicatlons/2OOe /OZl I 509384 I /2
http: / /w}aw. fs. fed.us /psltbublleat&!$ / documents /ps! g1LI96/
The lastofthese is the Ceneral Technicat Report on Lhe proceedings orthe

SDdden Oali Death Second Science Slmposlum on the website of the pacilic
South West Resedch Statlon, Califomia US. Thjs gives access to an outstandinE
setoflntemationalbricfings and papers. Thar by Stephen Hunter refe6 to rha
Comish outbreak of ekemoDiae (31.

References (other than to the actual website linksll
(r) Heath€r Socktg concemed over Cherrybank site. Horricutrure Week. s

December 200a:
(2) SuEey Waste Plan, Pre Submission Consuttation Statement. June

2006,  p15;
13) Gardening bith Hardu HeattErs, David Smatl md Ella Mav T Wulfi

Timber ft Fss 20Oa.
(4) Update on Europ€an Unjon and United Kinqdom lepislation for

PhAtophtha!o r ( l lnorLn SrephFn f tunter .  pro.cedinA5 of  Lhe -uddcn odk
death se.ond q ien,e 5ymposium rhe sr- re ot  ou;  knowtedce.  Cendal
Te.hnrra l  Repor l .  Paci f fc  SouLh Wesr Re-ct r .  h  \ rd | |on.  Us.



Phllomath Frolickings
Ella May wulff

The Orcqon He.trther Socielv aOflSl is planling anoLher public heather
gdden. Thanks to anangements made by Stefani McRae Dickey, well be
plantlng heather on the grounds of the Philomalh Library. A wonde ul
exmple oI community cooperation and volunteensm, the library was
constructed primarily through the effo.ts oflocal bDsinesses and residents
who donated money, building materlals, and their oear labour. The site of the
new gaden has lain fallow since completion of the building about Iifteen years
ago. For all these years, the native clay soll has been covered with seveml
inches of gravel topped by a very deep layer ofchopped Iir bark that has kept
the site nearly weed Iree.

This garden will bc much smaller lhd the gdden that The OHS planted
at the Cottage Grove Communiq, Hospital (see Heathers 51 29 381. It also is
only a few miles from the homes ofseveral OHS members, so we ll be able to
keep an eye on it and pop by often to weed or prune.

In addilion to the clay soil, there is oneotnercomplicatingfactoratthe site.
A slngle Douglas flr lPseudotsuga meraQsil vas planted ned the litJrary
shortly alter itwas built. With no competition and all that lovely, loose bark
mulch, il has sent its roors across a goodly portion of the futurc heather
garden, asve discoveredvhen tlle mulch and gravel were removed by the ciqr
mainrenance crew so that an ericaceous soil mix could be spread over the site.
Although the tree will not shade much ofthe garden (and its lowerlimbs have
been removed to allov people to walk along the adjacent sidewalkj, the
selection ofheathers will beinfluenced conslderablyby the presence ofthose
very shallow roots.

The garden ls stlll 1n the plannlng stage. We have marked the location of
a path that vill cune though the gddm dound thrcebasaltboulders placed
Zen style. The bouiders will add height and interest to the garden, and the
path will allow visitors to stroll within the garden instead ofjust viewing it
f rom rhF bor  dFnng srdF$dlks dnd dr i resdJ.

The ericaceous soil mix, originally intended to cover the entire garden to
adepLh of la inches, with additional mix purchased for a Dound on one end
of ihe flat site, could not be spread deeply over the nr roots withoul
endangering the health ofthe tree- Consequently, the mound at this stage
is simply ahuge pile of dirt tlat threatens tospill out ofthe garden in various
dimctions. We de hoping thal the winter snow and rains will settle it
sulficiendy that we won t have much eaJth movrng to do before plallting.

Only alter the rocks de set, the path is paved with gravel. the soil has
settled, andwehave sculpted the mound into the shape onghally envisioned
will we select cultivds. The primaJlr selection critedon is that. with the
exception of a few must have cultivars, we do not duplicate culuvars growing
in our Cottage Grove gdden. There are so many kinds of heather that are
available, and do well in westem Oregon, that The OIIS would like to include
as many as possible in ourpublic plantings. Few gardeners are familiar with
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mo'e Ihdr  a rLny f ia .Uon or  tJrose avaj ldbtc
On thehomeIront,I m try1ng ro solve a mystery in my oM heathergdden.

Unbl  d.oupleofyear-dCo.  Cn.amontput1on tdncoopFr a id Korula rone
eacU grew quite contentedly in my garden. ran Cooper , in paJticuld. was a
treasure, for it bloomed in November and December and was deticiouslv
f ragranr .  Dur ing Lhe cummerot  2OO7. bran.  h. \  o t  boLh i  uhrvf fs  Lepan ro d i ;_
FLnal ly .  Lhi"  pa\r  summer.  -o much o l  ed.h ptdr  wa\  dcrd rnar  I  \ ;kcd borh
of  |J lem our .  Why were Lhese p lanrs.  nol  adtdc.nr  to  each o lh; r .  -u l rcr ing
although other heathers near them seemed healihy? I might add that rh;
three plants ol Korula in the hosptal gaJden de doingjust fine, rhek you

The timing of the decline leads me to believe that rhe Februaryfteeze dry
spell of2OO7 may be the culprit. I had thought that my gaJden escaped it with
little damageexceptto the Ups of some recendy pruned Cailunas. Everyihing
else seemed to have come through the unusuat dry cold unscathed, tnouE
gardeners rn ornd pan - of Lhe Pa.ifi. NorLhwe\r to"r mdv otd r- of alt kinds.

E. i .o  nanipulqara i .  ned Lhe l imi ,s  of  r r "  co ld 'o t " ra;ce hFr.  rn Unired
States Depanment of Agriculture Plant Haidiness Zone 8: but so is E.
ut'lreuaia, aJld my three plmts of David Smalt are fine. Thev de. however.
seve.al yeds younger than the nampdurlor6 bad been. Other heather
growers have obsered that young heathers seem Lo come throuEh severelv
I  o ld opFn winrerq beIer  Lhan otdpr  ones do ( rhoush m!nc de nor  ; l t  rhor  otd '
having been p ldred rn 2OOl or  2OO2j .

Duing our Mediterranean climate summerc, wher we cai have nearlv
lourmonthsof  hot  weaLherwi1}rour  mea5urabteprecipr tdr ion gF| | rngwarer
to the heathers is essential. Even well,establlshed, drouAhr rolerant aDecies
need some warenng. WhenFvFr I have tosl - or nea tv to"r a hearher ola_rr.
the.au\F mvar iably  rums out  to  have bFFn tess ihan aO"quare -umm.r
watedng. I use €ither soaker hoses or overhead spnnklers for watering. ptalrt
loss j \  much more l ike l )  Lo occur  MLh lhF la er ,  becausc i t  LnF hedf i ; rs  - re
planted on slopes, as most ofmlne are, sometimes the warer.uns rleht Dast
f iF hea,  her  on 'op orrhe mulch insredd of"oaldne rnro rhe cor l  In  a ie ;pta;es
a soaker hose wasnt quite long enough, but I didn t add another, dkina a
gdble rhal  $arer  would somehow makF i t  ,o  Lhc d is lan Dtdrs.  The Dt ; r .
Io-r Lha I Bamble.

The death of'Korula couid be attributed to drought stress, because t was
on quite a steep part olthe bem, had no soaker hose, and the deerhad sotten
in Lhe hdbir  of  tak ing a shof l ,  ur  nghr  nexr  ro i t .  Soi l  .  ompict ion -ornO , r , .
roots wouldnt have improved the situation.

'Ian Cooper'had no such excuse for glving up the ghosr. rtwas notptanted
on a slope, and although it had been somewhar deprjved ofwater du;ng trle
summe! ol2OO7 when I neglected to spnnkte its area as often as in Drevious
summers.  I  f ina l ly  mrrd l led d \oakcr  ho-e | } )erp Lhd,  aurumn. t t  la .k  o iwarer
in 2007 had caused the decline, ihe regular rvaredng thar tan Cooper'
recelved in 2OO8 shoDld have revived rhe plant. Insread, ts branches



Possibly the 2OO7 fteeze dry caused the stress that started my two
manipu4,Aoras on thet slow decline. Possibly insullicient summer wat€dng
compounded the stress. I don t know, bDt I would welcome correspondence
from anyone who hasencountered simllarproblems. Meanwhile,I m going to
ordermoreplants ofEnca monipuilraora- as many cultivars as I can nnd -and
plant them ln dlfferent pa-rts of my garden. I11 plet diJlerent species of
heath€r, o. maybe otherkinds ofplants, vheretrrelost ones once flourlshed.

New Plants from Spain
Davtd Edge end Richard CanovaD

Introductlon

Duing ihe Spmish tnp lrdged by Teresa Fanno and Dr. Charles
Nelson, reported in Heathers 2008 (r), cuttings were talen of several plants
outside the National Park and oiherprotected areas. The specles represented
wefe Daboecia cantabnca {one plat), Enca engena ltva plantsl, Erica
mackaAana Itwo plants). Erica tetraliy (one plantl aJld ,Enca uagans (four
plants). A couple of cuttings of Enca u,rDeuata also rooted from poor source
material, one plant with Richard the other passed to Barry Sellers but they

The propagatlon of the plsnts

The timing ofthe trip must have beenideal, as propagation was simplerthe
cuttings rooted easily with a high success nte for all species, tnese being
potted on in March 2008. ln July the young plants were handed over by
Pjchdd to Forest Edge NuJseries prior to the International Heather Conference
where David transferred them to I litre pots, and relabellcd theD to avoid
coDfDsion- Subsequently they have been housed outside to ensure a true
assessment could be made of the flower tlpe, colour and plmt habit.
Obserrations in ihe field are compared with those oI ihe potted on plants
recorded by David- They de refened to by clone numbers lin bracketsj.

Eric(r mdckaganrd

The most excitingprospects initiallywere the two E. rrackauana plants. In
the lield, these appeared to represent new colour breaks. Both were found at

103) The darkflowered plantwas the most compact witn abushyhabitand
abundant flowers and seemed a candidate for naming and regis Lralion bul the
colour was not easy to match to Th€ Healh€r Societu Colour Chart. Cro\r,'jng
on, it has an open habit with deep green foliage but the flower now shows as
magenta Hr4. lt may not, alter all, be that dlfferent to calicia.

(05) This vas a more vigorous md very floriferoDs plmt in the wild having
pale flowers with darker tips, so also seemed a candldate for naming and
registration. It is nov shom to be similar in habit to (03). but bearing
helioirope flowers-
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Erlca vagans

THE HEATHER SOCIITY BULLETIN

Four different plants were of interest_ One ctone with pale Dink flovers
tound ar  Cabo de Penas had a good hab ud long racemi. .  Niu rnar  uas
another with slightly deeper pink flowers. Also at Cabo de penas tJv the
IrghLhouce .ompound wa< a ctone Mrh I  tusrers ot  ,horr  rd(emes o l  d br idht
p ink.  The oLher I  lonp sampled hdd gold fot rage."rd found in d d ip ca -L o l  ihF
path from the picnic s[e at P]aya de Xago to the beach. tt was stilt ro flover.
Although good plmts, it did not seem initially as if they were sufficienrly
disunctive to be registered and will need to grown wjdely to assess their
merits. The ffrst and fourth of these (09) and (l U are not now considered
distinctive, a-fter grov'tng on.

(roj The plant that had clustered flowers has tlght deep green foljage, but
as yet has shown no flower on grcwing on. The habit and foliage aJe utypical
of E Dagans and this plant desewes ftrthe. nouonnp.

106)Thi-  p lanl  hds large.  pale p ink f lo$" . ,  on rp, . io i "g g"e.  ro ' iag. .

Ericd tetrali,x

The clone spotted by Fjchard and Te.esa was a deep grey pldt with hairy
follage stilt jn bud so a late flowerer. It was found at CeNera de psuerEa in;
dru sandy habirdr .  A i t } )ough nor  as our .Landing as rhe 5r tvcr  for ideed:whire
flowered plant found by Charles Nelson t appeared to be he;lthy and
vigorous, yet with a tidy habit.

(o4l No flower has sho$ar yet, aJter porting on, bur the foliageis hairy and
gives the appearance of sllvery grey foliage on a bushy upighr plant.

Erica erigend

Two clones were sampled from above the rocky beach ar playa de Espma.
One found by Stuart Hedtey had paie hlac pink flowers on some of the cuiungs
and was very vigorous. The other, found a llr e higher up the cliff, had stighfly
goldd foliage, was less vigorous but reater in habit.

(O8l The Iirst plant above bears flowerbud but no colour showinE vet. The
plan,  has r  loose open hdbj t  u | r l } r  t igh l  grFFn tot iage.

{07) This plant has light green open foliage with no sign of gold alld is
culrendy shorlng flower buds but nor open as yet.

Daboecia cafitabrica

A shoot liom a white flowercd ptanr vas collected at the liEhthouse
compound.  cabo de PFna".  Thrs produ.ed only one rooreo cur , .nfuur  wa-
vigorous and healtny.

(02) The plant has green foliage and an open habft. The flowers appear
most unusually shaped being long and very nanow. We need to obseNe for
a further floweftlg season to detemine whether thts is a temDorarv aberration_
It may possibly not be D . cantabnca.
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Erico [mbel lata

(orJ. Only four cuttings could be produced but two successfuly rooted. rr
is too early to comment on tneir flower colour, habit or possibte garden
worthiness. The material vas collected from C ervera de psuerea. a hot. sandv
heathldd. and flowering was over.

Concluslon

Cuttings are going to be tahen from the established plants and disribured.
Those collected fron the coastal arca may prove less hardy than those from
Cervda de Psuerga well inldd aJId wth a more coniinenral, drier climate.

Reference:

R. Canova!, E. Petterssen, c, Osij & S. Kay cdited and augmentcd by
Chdles Nelson, 2OOa. Northem Spaln, July 2007. Healhers 5, yearbook of'|'he Heather S@ie1) 2OO8t 44-52

History of Harlow Carr - from archives
with Rona Hodgson

Jearx Jullan - given at 2OO8 AGM

Where do I start wlth this topic, as I am srruggling wjth my memory? I have
spoken on this topic before using notes preparcd by Albet JuliaJl, which I
appear to have disposed of. I havc looked and looked through the house for
them but to no avail.

So let me stdt with the RIIS 71rc RoAalHorticuttualsociely since we are
in tlreir buildlng. If was founded in IaO4 in Irndon, as TI:F- Horticultural
Societg oJ lnndonandwas grdted its Royal Chdter by prlnce Atberr in j 861.
Itis a chaJlty and promotes horticulture through a series offlower shows md
through its four public gardens.

RflS Wisley. vhich it has held since l9O4
RflS RoseDoor given by Lady Anne Berilr in lgaa
RHS Hyde Hall given to it in lg93 by Dick and Helen Robinson
RHS Hdlow Carr, acquired in 2001, by a merger wiih Lhe Northem

HorticulturaL Socier!
The nothern Society started in 1945 at the end of thc Second World War.

J. H. Bell chai.ed it and the meetings took place in Stanley Baldwin s omce
in Manchester Univercity.

The first semi public meeting was in November 1945 when the group had
the title Northern Counties florticuitural Societu. Themembers appreciated the
qualily of RiIS Wisley with its trials, but th is was far avay and the trials were
not relsant to gardens in the north. The team had a vision of a northem
garden, a gardqn of excellencc where research could take place under
northem climatic conditions.

1947 was a difficultyear for the society. The NCHS was being criticised by
the RHS members. paiticularly the old establishment vho did nor see the
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need lor a new society and also by its olral members for tne lack ofprogress.
A new Chairrnall, Cot. Chdles crey was eiecreal in June t94Z m; the
committee pubtished ts aims in 194a.

1. To fon a sociely for the norrh
2. To have a worthy j ou rr.at i.e. The Northen Cardener
3. Atl olffcers dd staif would be trom the north of Englad
4.  To ha\  e a p l .ce wherc tnc parr ie-  i  dr  mecl
5. To have the opporrunity to visit meDbers gddens
6. To have a panel of experts
7. To have a research/triat ground
8. To have a garden Ior the north compeable ro Wisley
A pld was developed to take over Bramhm park bDt to purchase the

estate would cost €3,OO0 plus a fu her A6,000 per enum in upkeep. This
would .equlre a minimum of 600 members, each paying 2 guineas a year
subscnpdon, rvhich was way beyond expectations. So aJl approach was made
to Leed\  munir ipal l rv  Lo bF.ome rn!otved.  bur  kcds wa; ;d a pdh whe,e
theirindustrial popularion could get fresh air, not a resedchstad;n (this they
now have with Temple Newsaml.

_ Costs were now rising faster than either increasing membership or
obtaining tunding. High post war inflation meanr that by the end of i948
eiiher 5.00O visitors would be required or a minimum oftrO,OO0 in capital.
Vdious municlpalities had promised S5OO donations bur the .VHS became
concemed that soon they woutd lose control.

In r949 the Society leased lO.5 hectares olmaed woodtand, pasture and
arable lalld at HarlowHiU from Hanogare Corporation. The land il still teased
lodav. .The c-ounci l  wr l l  no,  \F l t  i l  dpprFciarFs Ule regJtd incr , .a \ ing I  e !enue
lrom ihF RqS. The onl l  d i f tFren("  is  rhdr  no$ teas.-  27.5 he(rdes.

Thegardens are situated in what\ras once parr ofthe l.orest ofKnaresborough,
d dn.rFn'  roydl  hunr ing ground.  Spr ings or  \  r tphur  $dre.  - . , "  o i . "o, ,  i .a
herF in  r  734 bur  &F developm.n,  or  f ie  s i re as.  :pJ d id no|  rke ptace unl t
l84orhen the omer, Henrywdght, cleeed out md protected one;f the wells
and ihenbuiltahorel and a batlhouse. This study ceJrtre is thebathhouse. tt
was converted in 195a. The horel is behind you lbehind the srudy centrel. Ir
cost 2/6 to bathe in the rvaters, which was quite a tot ofmoney i; t840.

Gddens were laid out around the batnhouse, thegrounds Leine adorned
with a selectionoftrees, shrubs, floweG, walks wiLh sats ad shady arbours.
EvFnlual ly :u wel l -  were rn use.  IheJ hdve bpen capped or l  now bl t  r "ma.n
Denedrh,rhe i imestone rcc\  earder  iu \ r  out \ id .  rhe door.  we tds,  Lrdd : r  good
look at  tnem in 1999 whcn Lne rock Aardcn $d-  renovdred.

Helow Car garden was opened ttthepublic in 1950. The head dddener
was J.  R.  Hde dd hF had 3 gddcnr, :  ro hetp hrm pius "everaipre. -ea
volunteers. The garden had alongmain border Irom th; Mought iro; eaks.which wse given by Harogate corpoEtion, when renovea rrcn *re ialey
Carden\ .  ro $F Dor i r  co lum- or  Lhe to t  g iv ing.r  c  wondcr tutvrs,z  bur  rh;
in  Lrod u. l jo  n o l  a  shop ud gd den cFnrre ard Lhen rhF new FnuancF buj tdrng
mear\$ehavFto- :L hr- .  TheDor i .pr l ta ,sweree,er  red herF bFinga U.rat . r ;
lF, l  o l  lhe Rovdl  Sp.  Con.ef l  Rooms. whrch were d.mol \hpd in 1939.
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Colonel Grey was responsible for the design, in straight lines with military
precislon, but these have beenmellowed over Ure years. Commercial Arowers
provjded many o,  Lhe p lanrs .n Lhe ptr iy  day\  ro hctp esrdbl i \h  Inc g;dFn.  In
1954J. R. Hareleft tobecome Baillffofthe Royal Parks and somemonths later
his place vas taken by ceolhey Smlth, who remained for 2b years. He,
together q,lih his small team, is responsible for the landscape fearures vou see
Ioddy:  Lhe Idrge ro.ks.  Lhe serd\ tonF ud I imerrone rork eardens.  rhe Tm
Veadow\ and Lhe sLredmsrdc.

Subsequent curators have been interested in establishing education
programmes, a restau:rant etc., which, whilstbeine of€rear benefit. teeched
funding l rom Lhe honi(u l rure so $hen f iF Ar iS- . "qu"sr .a d merEer.  he
nor$pm so. iFry wFlomed i r  in  ordFr ro improve rhc Edden.  wh;rh had
bFcomFrun doM. Vis i rornumbers rapid l )  u1. ;pasFd ro l to iwing 'h is  Ldkeover.
from appronmately 75,000 to 22o.ooo in 2007.

Harlow means a mound or hill and a Car is a bog. The ground is cold,
healy clay soil, ollicially very acid pH 4.8 5.6 in pans, although many pH
readings I have taken have been higher tlan that but r understand thcre ae

in the garden, which vary one from another. There is ltttle
drainage, other thd tlat where the RHS has spentvast sums ofmonev and'he wind.d sweep dom Lhe val lFv on a cotd ddy.  TFmperaLure-  rec; rded
have va ed from -lOC to +30C. The stream area floods aldosr mnuallv.

Thc llpattpr SociptU bet ame rnvolved wiLh HaJlos cm in t966. \^ hF; the
Society asked the NHS for lalld on vhich to create a heather Edden. whlch
could be used lor  hJ ls .  The protFcr  $ds detayFd or  severe srorms rn July
1968, which gave the gadeners a formidable task, repairing the garden. rn
factitwasAugust 1970when the trial healhers were planted, due to the floods
in the spring, and the recording task was star.tcd in 1971. This trial was
planled, noLin the main garden but behind rhe Harrogate Arms pub, where
the land is much more suitable for growing E. cinerea- Thc project was
financed by bring and buysales at group meetings and ahutwas purchased
with money given by Fred Chapple. our Founder President_ The main project
worker  wd5 PFrrr  Vicker- .  ro l lo$ed c osFly bJ Albef l  Jut rdn.  who wd- , 'h tc l
weeder. The ladles ofthe team, who were meticulous in their work. rook all

A lege bed by the entrance was pldted wirh edcas to give colour dunng
the winter montls. Then, at the lower side of the Dath. were olanted three
morebFd.  o l  heathprsorvdry ing<pecics at rnough Geonectosi - r  ro Lte par- ] .
had been beated with mushroom compost so it had ro be planted rdth liDe
tolerant plaJlts. Heathers were added to some of the small rock oardens and
ot l tFr-  puL in bordrr  s  lo  r  ompl .mFn'  I  he p lanr5 at r  cddy presena

In the i98os. following the demise of the tlals, The Heather Societu
requested and vas granted permission, to establish a Cafluna Reference
Colcction to compare thehabits of simita cultivars. An area at the toD of the
hi l i  in  Sor t i  F ie ld wd.  chosen.  l l  was not  d< ac id ds \ome Darr  s  of  he qaidFn
but had much better drainage.

Four beds were established,
r. Dwarfheathers/ White culilvars
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2. Fotiage var.ieties
3. Single coloured cultivar.s
4- Double flowered cultivars

These plants performed well, gave a good show and produce.i a useful rrial
even though formal recordings were not taken. They were removed by the
Emmerdale pigs a couple ofyears ago.

A few yeds later a simllar reference colection was cstabtished in the
win ler  Sarden dea M$ f i reF re(  ' rgul tu bpds.  rwo of  En.d ,  ompa and one
olEn o r  dar lpupn\ is .  A l l  or  LhesF bFds have now been r .moved,  rhoueh md\
uere in  p la.e lor  tw.nry vear \ .  kepr  r re-h by dnnrdl  prunrng.

ln the early l99O s an extra demonsbationbedwas ptetecl with a mjxture
at E. manipulfiore\ E. x s4fnihsii dd r. Dagans. There was seriolrs doubt
wtrether it was possible to grow E. manipuliJtoro in the noft]l of England and
this bed acted as a trial. It has done well. tt vas perfecrion for a v;ars mril
c  s e v F r e A p r i i  l r o s r  I  l O c l  h i t  L h e p t a n r s b u L  a t r r i a c o u p t " o r  s e a - o n - .  r n e v
recovered.

Regular changes tal<e place at the enrrance ro Lte gadens. r think we are
now on enrrance dFsien number f i re  and r3ch o l  th ;  -e have incomordle. l
MntFr  hFarhers in  some wd).  WF u.e | } lcm Lo en, .ouraeF Lhp DUbL,  ro i is i r  Jre
gaJdFns in vrnrer .  In  -ummer | } ler .  i -  ontJ io t i "gF cotur  bur .  i t  Lhe wedLher
is good, colourcan be seen across the laMs, and it has bcen sus€csted rhat
we o!er  p lanr  the Mnrer  he. jprs Mrh ctcmals fo,  pxrd .otour  Frr rher
changes de about to take ptace, which wi invotve Duch more ml.(ed
planting, but heathers especiallywinter ones, will srill remain at HarlowCarr.
just not as a Nauonal Collection.

As a linal comment I shall mention tte new National Calluna colection,
which we started in 1997 but aborLed in 2OOO due ro dre Dlanrs inabil w ro
I lour ish.  This wd\  ber  cu-e f ie  ldd wd( healy. tav.5.8 6.obpHburser jo; - ly
walerlogged. A spnng srarted spouting from one parr ofthe ptor. T,he plot was
weed killed, ploughed to a deptn of gins. on two occasions. it was then
rotovated, aJId had acid pH sand mixed in wiur the soil, but this {lid not helD
with the cultivation.
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Natural Combinatiorls Il2b years ago]
(Charles Nelsor)

ACCIDENToften teaches us useful lessons inplmtgrouping as well as in
other things, a remark wiLh the truth olwhich r was for;ibltsr;ck the other
dzy when looking dt  Lhe lo l lowing:  rhe f i rsr  combinar ion w; i ,  h  m"r  m\  v ies
uas t l 'z  I  o f  d Aw\hln Rose on d pote.  f ron \^hnh i ,  l rsroor  eLl  In  a. .
directionsi near the base a self-sown seedling Spiraea ca osa had grosal up
nearly 6I€et high, and its red tinred young shoorsjust peeped thr;ugh rh;
masses ofsnowy flowers, and very pretB. the comtrination looked.

The next was a big bush ot a red-coloured Scotch Rosei inro rhis Aardr!6a
aurea stnata had dept and taken full possession, sending out in al directons
beautifrllly coloured yelow and green Ioliage on slendd stems 2 feet ro 4 feet hish.



THE HEATMR SOCIEIY BULLEI'TI\J vor_ 7. No. 6. SIRINC 2009

My thlrd illustlation is the folloMng: by the side ofa liule pooi, aJId about
a lbot above it, I saw a dense 4 foot bush ofAcerpolgmorptumatrcpurpureum
completely set in a mass of Egutsetum sylDaficur! the larter had been
originally planted close to the vater, but. not liking its quarters, it vcnt Dp
to the ledge on which theAcerstands aJld tookpossession ofitwith the most

Other comblnations consisted ofa mass ofEnca rulgaris. rhrough which
red HeiianLhemums were creeping, and in the cenrre grew a nne plant oftle
Lady FeIn. Irmana alpina and Campanula pumila olba were oilginaly
planted at no great distmce from each other, and both by thc side ofa roclq/
streami the lomer has crept away in all dlrecuons many Ieet round and
anongst i}]e stones, and the campanula has crept in amongst it, the dark
bronzy fronds of the Fem with the snowy bells of rhe latter producing a most

A bush of Sparaea opulilblra lutea. 6 feet high and I feet wide, has been
taken fir1l possession of by LathUM rotundiJolius, rhe purple flowers ofvhich
completely wreath il, and vith good ellect. A wide mass ofOriental poppies,
with thei. gorgeous scarlet flovers. has been invaded by three or four vhite
Foxgloves, and the result may be easily imagined. A l,ine clump of Ins
uersicolor has been surrounded by the common variegated Rced, and the
pretty blue flowerc ofthe former anongst the whit€ srriped foliage of Lhe lauer
havc a very pretty appcdance. A collection ofHeaths was plmted originatly
on a rocky knoll, with a plant oftheblue cromwelt in ftont. The cenbe plant
oI the Heatlr group is Enca nulgaris tamentosa: it is fully 2 feet high and as
widc. The ptants composing the group alltouch eachother, and recromwell
has crept aboutalong the front, back through thc Heaths, and up through the
centre plant, aJld now it forms a dcep blue setiing Lo the whote. with l tlc bts
of blue appearing all over the sudace of the Heaths, aid very lovely this
combination is. Ablue Pansy has creptup through agolden ?huja, and shows
itsell about 2 feet from the ground ln a curioDs and pretry way.

A bit of ftopaeolum speciosumhas run up d Ily covered wall, md has
shot out from it 7 feet frcm the ground a dense crimson patch in a se ing
ofthe deepest green. Finally, an Ayrshire Rose. onginally planred at the top
ofa Grassy slope, has crept dom the slope and up the Hollies, Laurcls, &c..
associated with it, md now forms a perfect avalanche of sno$y flovers fully
30 feet deep and wide.

rhe earden " u, t "",Y j'!,rr' f ttl 3

Recert publications

Reviews of the following books will bc published ln Hearhers 6:
l. DAVID SMALL & ELIA MAY T. WULFF. 2OOa. Gordentno ]dlith hardu
iFd, l r rs :  rev i .ued by chns Bn,  kFl . .
2. JOYCE PRmHERO, 2OOA. HardA heoLher cultilJars originatinq in Norih
Amenca: reviewed by David Plumridge.
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3. GRAIIAM CLtRKE, 200a. Suc.ess uaihgrouulg acid loptngpl.rnrs: reviewcd
by Daphne Dverett.

Rec€nt artlcles and papers

This will be a reguld feature of rhe Aulerin in lurure, bringing recent
artlcles about heathers to members atrention eartier.
A- HITCHCOCK,2OO8. weaving the colden circle. Vetrt &Iora 94 (r):31 35.

Reintroduction of Enca Derticillataajd E. turgido ro the wild at Kenilworth
Racecourse, South Africa.

N. JODAMUS & A. NOTTEN, 2008. A feasr of colour an.l ree plants at the
Garden Fair. veld &J1oru94 (r): 12 )5.

Enca regra and cengold.
G. W. MAND\ELDT, 2OOa. Scale insects on edcas. veldLjrrag4l3l: 156 IS7.

Infestation of scale lnsecrs killlng heaihs in Limietberg Nature Rcsewe,
Baln s KloofMountains. Honeybees are attracted to tlese plants by the
honFy de$ secrered by Lhe - '  d l .  i r -ecr- .

C. MCNAUGTTON & C. VILJOEN, 2008. Kirstenbosch is about people. Vetd
& jrlora 94 (2): rog.

creen sticky heath, Enca umo uiadts_
E. MOLL. 20oa. what s in a name? yeld &loro 94 (2): 97.

Enca regia. the Elim heath or Etim klokkies.
E. MO,LL.2OOa Fire is a keystone ecological p.ocess, but de they getting
worse? veld &JLofl194 (3)r r54-155.

Mentions capacity ofspecies ro rcgenerate after fire, dd also Lhose which
accumulate tinder around them: Enca tdsris lpicturc) whjch sheils its
bark annually ls a good exampte. This tinder then burns.

G. L- OSTI, 2009. Il posro delte erlchc. Rosanouo Rioista di Artc e Sbno (jel
gaardino,  no.  15r  66-a l .

InItatian, byourmembcrLupoOsti.AlavishtyiUust.atcdarrjcleaboutthe
field Lrip to norlhem Spain in 2007.

P. PALMDR, 2OO8. An ouring to thellottenror s Hollanal Nature Resene. Vefti
&lora 94 (2): r r r.

Several Enca species noted including E.jacksomona.
A. PIERCE,2008. Pub tycoon ro spendA5m on restodnggrousemoorheather.
Tte D.LiIll Telegrcph 7 JDly .

AbouL Wemmergill Moor (Agrouse moor sald to be the bcst in rhe worid l,
County Durham, formerly omed by the Bowes,Lyon family, and the
activities of its current omer.

P. SZKUDI-ARZ, 2OOa. Some nores on the norphology and anaromy ofseeds
oftvo similal heathers, DncacaneaL. Md Erixaengena R. Ross. Denarobictogu

Using SDM and LM photogmphs to study secds. .lhe seeds differ in size
and shape of epldermal cells oftne seed coat. but they represent the same
structural i)?e, whichis ctearlydissimilarfrom rhat of rhe oiherEuropean
species of this genus.

R. TURNER,2OO8. Ofwater. aliens dd woody rootstocks. yetd &jflor.r 94 (r):
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26-30.
Prlncipally about the redlscolery of E ica recumara, with pictures trncluding
one of Dr. E. G. H. Oliver and Thys de Villlers). There is a footnote about
the rediscovery of E. paterLs: I recmtly came across another 2OO year-old

Unfortunately, much of the history of E. recun,ata is inaccumte or too
speculative, and the dating is rather fanciful too. Milburn Towers was a
garden near Edinburgh Dd belonged to Sir Robert and Lady Liston.
Niven's field-notes are not lost, merely impossible to relate to nam€d
species. Niven did not send material to William McMab, but McNab
acqufed Niven s herbarium specimens. and 1t was this matenal that
€nded up in Dublin, although the najonty of the Enca speclmens were
passed to Kew. Lastly, there is no possibillty that any species ofErtca from
the Cape region was inboduced to culUvauon as 'cuttlngs r Niven collected
seeds orily, as fa:r as w€ know. ECN.

M. wlI.SON, 2OO8. Heathers. cardens lustratedno. 144 (December): 66-73
This pro{ile should reawaken lnterest in heathers, especially tree heaths
seveml ofwhichwere illustrated. But most summer,flowerins heaths were
omi(ted, mosr amaztr:l+ly Enro ci^erca bul also e. uagons and the many
hybnds, although D. maniptlliJlora was menuoned. Despite a few
inaccuractes it was a usetul review, lncluding propagation. R. Canovan.

Platt Collection of Books on Conifers and
Heathers

The foltowing utles which
belonged to the late Jack
Platt were donat€d to the
Society by hls widow. Several
other titles were included
and have already been placed
in 'good homes' ln retur:n for
donations to the Society. If
any one would like to acquirc
any ofthe titles llsted, please
contact the Administrator.
Otherwise, these witl be
auctioned at the Society's
Annual  Gather ing in
Sept€mber.

W€ are most grateful to Mrc. Ruth Platt for these books, and for copies of
the Society's Bdtetrn and Ericultua.

BeU'e Cherrybank gardens (no date)
Bloom, A.. Adrian Eloom s guid.e to garden plants Book 1 Heatherc. 11975).
Btoom, 4., Makbg tte most oJ conifers & h.eathers { r gag edluon).
Bond, J & Randal, L., DuarJ & slou growitg coniJers. AWisIeA fnndb@k.

t1993 edluon)
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Brookl).n Botanic carden, Duaf conaferc. A tandbook on to'Ll and slol
grouing eDergereens 11972).

Chapple, F. J.. fire heather garden 0964, new ed ion).
Delftedicl, P., st. ceorge and tt]F' pasmies. The story oJTsugo canadensis'Minuta ' i r9851.

Denkewitz, L., Heideg rten (19a1.
Ellis, D. A.. Wildlouers oJmoar and heatt$ lrsz3).
Ellis. E.A., Pering, F. & Randall, R. E., Anrain,s turest pktnts ltgT7).
Hairison, C. R., Omamentol conilers ltgTst some loose pages, well_used

Johnson, A. T. , Hardg h eaths and. sone aftheir nearer ailies ( r 956, revised

Knight, F. P., fleaths and tEo:therc. A wasleu handbook (rsz6).
Xnight, F. P., Heatts and lFJothers. A Wisleg hondbook (1986, new

ediuonl.
Lambie, D., lnrroducins heather, Sco and s mast rcmarka.ble plant l1g94l .

_ Lmbie, D. & Lambi e, 8., Heathers o guide to designing o heather gaden
(no datel.

Letts, J. F., flardg healhs and. the tleather garden {r966) Iin blue boardsl.
Mcclintock, D., A guide to rhe naming ojplanb (1969).
MNell, D. F. & Patrick, p. S., "he Englrsh hearhergorden (1966).
Mikolajski, A. Hearhers (The new plant tibraryl (1992).
Philips. S. & Sutlerland, N. , 4 creatrue step by s tep gutle to hpatherc and

confers llee8).
Proudley, B. & Proudley,v. HetLtherc in coraur lrg74).
Small, D. & Small, A., flandu guide to heathers 11992, first editlon).
Toogood, A. , Hearhers and hearhs (Collins aula garden handbook) ( r 989) .
Underhill, T. L., Hear,is and heatt€rs, Calltrr.a, Doboecia and Erica(\g7 t) .
Yates. G. Pocket guide to tleather sardenins ltSZ3)_
Yates, c. Pocker sruie ro heather gardening is7q.
Yates, G. Ttu gardene/s book oJhearhers (lg85).
Thete is al obitqaty af lack Pktt in the 20Ag yeatbook. Ed.

Nature - the Great Equalizer
Steve YaDdall

Two of &ejoys of gowing plmrs are those of discovery and equality. The
fact that your discovery may be unique and, whether you be a pauper or a
plutocrat, access to the plant equivatent of a Ferrdi or a Van coAh is within
'each d] ]d ]our  ef ions de rewaJded equal ty  by narure.  th .  oppo\ j re is  of
course also irue - nature puishes those who try new, (occasionally) but rn
so doing our knowledge grows and, on rare occasions, we are abte to Dromote
a haJdier or improved rorm ole exF'mg h."e. Thus dunng a very mrtb winrer
here in  r -omwal l ,  w]Lh p ldnl  grosd -  t l  render dnd our  hooes h iah lor  vpr
anof ier  Mnrer  ofabove dvFrage rFmpcr-  urFs {$hi l - r  orrer i  r rozei  my wrte
andlawokeinmld January to - 3.. fotlowed by tO'tlen 2". Three davs and
ni€hrs o l  Cont inenrdl  .o ld were reJ v enjoycbte btue sk iF\ ,  no o. .e i .  -o
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The tdal we had anticipated, but had hidden in our subconscious, had
begun. Detosperma, Fuctrsia, Pratea, Banh.sia, Mefrosaderos etc all beyond
redemption. Many'standard plets sad but, perhaps, an unknom outcome
for seveml weeks. The heather tunnel held one or two surpriscs! Enca
canalicutata, E..fomsa, E. oenincoso cut back, bDt possibly recoverable.
Enca curuylorc had no damage at alll Erica caJFra were, all baring one, dead.
A vlctory for E. curDrjflora in terms of knovledge dd a victory for _o. cofra in
terms ofselectlon.

Ali Europeantreeheatherswere untouched. includingE. lasitanica, which
had been cotlected from a natunlised colonv ofsome 700 Dlants on a heath
ne.r  Redruf i .  fhe I  Fdl  sho.k came wirh rh.  En,  d. r l ,dn. .  Some f t ree weel !
after the freeze they are still ilowedng. with no damage ro ther soft young

As I Mite. Enco x &'atsonii is displaying its new gold and pink young
growth, anewE. arborea. (raised herel with gold foliage, very heavily ovcrcast
ap cotwhengrowing, is initiating flower buds for the ffrsttime (an improved
'Albert s Gold'l and I cannot wait to evaluate a prostrate bud-bloomer which
I had Mitten off earlier 1n the winter, but vhjch is now showing colour.

How plaJlts equalise things!The richest man in the world? I think I am.

Group News

North East

There is nothing to report from the Norlh East croup at the moment.
Details ofcoming events will bc published in the summer Euuetin_

Dorothu Worner

Yorkshlre Heather Croup

Better late than never but you have missed the excitement!
In 2OOa tlle Yorkshlre Group had asmau but excellent meeting in March,

as reporled in the summer Builetan 2O0a. The 3ln May meetlng was cancelled
due to members beingunable to attend but we made up for this with a superb
event in Augusl. on a grey. damp aftemoon (2 I 'r Augustl a dozen of us had
a wonderful walk on Skipwith Common io study the fauna and flora. Thls is
a lovland heath some a miles south of York alld is omed by Escnck Park
Estale. It has been allowed to remain in its natural state for more thm 2OO
years but is excellentlymmaged by'The Fnends of Skipwith Common under
the guidance ofJuhan small of Natural England. Those membercvho live in
the BBC North/BBC North East area will have seen lt on their screens.

Over the past I 5 years it has been cleared of birch sapljngs and heathcrs
have been reintroduced, togetherwith longhom cat e md Jacobean sheep to
keep the grasses doir|n and allow the Calluna, E . cinerea ar,d E. tetrol* ta
survive and rlllive. Unfortunately 2OOa was very damp so Julian was
concemed when we asked to inspect the heathe.. This was because the
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Calluna was suffe ng from a s€rious infesrarion ofheaiher bee e, but our
members were delighted to see the creatures we had heard abour, but not
come into close contact wiLh beforei they were mostly presentin pupare form.

Our next Yorkshire Group meeting coincided wit\ The HecLther Saciet!,s
Annual Geneml Meeting on 27r' September, which was we attended by its
members and welt repoded by our Bullerin ed or in the autumn.

So, on to 2009, and I have to admit that like other local qrouDs. yorkshire
rc srrugg]rg.  even rhough i r  is  Lhe b igge-r  t  ou.ry .  u.  ru" .n ty  t  au.  'x
members on the books, although ve do often ger visitors to a meering. which
swells numbers slightly. These numbers are not sumcient to welcome e
outside speaker though, regddless olcost , dd John Griffiths. trle Harlow
Car team and myself have spoken frequently. So, on 141i March, we intend
to meet up in the Field Classroom and talk heathers over tea and cakes. All
are welcome to atterd. Dadd Plumddge. hopefully will tead this meeting with
somepictures olthe Intemational Conference, which members who were nor
able to attend the AGM will not have seen.

I have once again booked the Field classroom for satnrday, 3Os May bur
no declsion has been taken on the topic for the talk. Then in lat€ June, or
more Utely early Jrdy, we shall visit Bryon Robert s quarry garden to inspect
hls E. cinerea. We will once again be at Harlow Cm, this tlme in the Study
Centre on Saturday, 19h Sept€mber talking about a hearher topic. All our
meeungs stan a l  2 30 Pm 

,)ean,rutnn

South lvest Area

l lnvite Heather Society members and their friends tojoin Lin dd myself
on a spring garden walk through Hillid Cardens, near Romsey in Hampshre,
on Surday Aprtl 5d. Piease note that this date is different froD the date
announced in the 2OOa Autumn Aufletin. We wil] be in the vicinitv of the
entrance from i.45pm and will be entering the gardens at abour 2.0opm.
There is a heather garden ln the grounds and rhe winter flowering eiicas
should s l i l l  be pur ing on a good dr : t lay.  Lun,  h ume rpf rechmFnr-  de
available from the restaurdL near the main cd park and aJtemoon tea is
available from the same location. There is also a well stocked sarden centre
adjacenr Lo LnF ctu-  pai  k  dd d gr l  5hop adjar  enl  ro r f r .  enuue.  qr  r f r .  r rm"
of r,Titing the entlance Iee is 48.25 (S7.15 concessions). For those members
who live locally and may want to visit the gaJdens at dilIerenr times
throughout the year, there de annual tickets available ar €2a.b0 for an
indilidual and €52.50 Ior a couple. As for the location of the garden - it is
adequately signposted ftom majorroutes md is easily found on maps of ihc
area. Ift us hope for some sunshine on rhis occasion, Aiven thar tast
Seplember 's  l rs i r  $as d wash out  dnd $ds un.  rended.

Now for a date to enter into your diary forAugusr: On Saturday alternoon,
atr August, David Ddge, our current Chdman, is lnvitingmembers and rhcir
l r iends Io v is iL h is  nur5ery ar  Woodlands.  nFd Veruoodi i  Dor \e l .  This  j -  d
wholesale nusery that provides heathers to many of the carden Ccntres in
H:upshire, Dorset, Wiltshire and beyond. Members oI the fomerSWGroup
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have visited the nursery on seveml occasions, and hav€ €nj oy€d arl aftemoon
seeing how the professlonals propagate arld $ow on heathers for the trade.
This 1s an occasion not to be missed so watch the Summer Eullerin for details.

Onc€ again I *'1ll remind m€mberc that the date and ume of any get
togeth€r in the South West area will only b€ announced via the Brlretin.
However fyou wish to send a SAE then I will return a map a])d directions to
help you locate any proposed venue. Visits to pubtic gardens will not be pre,
armnged and wil take the form ofan informat suoll. Any advertised group
rates for gaden entry will not apply and no guided tours will be airanged. The
gardens will not necessarily be h€ather gardens as the purpose of any get
together is to exchange infomation on topics ofheather cultur€ and to m€et
old fi1ends and mak€ new ones. Ifyou decid€ to attend, then a short nouce
phone call on O23 8oa6 €36 will be appreciated.

Home Countlea

There is nothing to rcport from the Home Counties croup this time_ Detaits
of coming events wilt be pubhsh€d rn the summer Bulleitn.

Ph JoAner

W f f i
Gardening with Had! Hearhers by David Small & Ella May Wulff,

was rcviewed very favourably in the February 2008 Garden fiagazine,
by Addan Bloom VMH

- 2 3 -
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