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lot t  -  Is . i  September 2010
Romada Hotel, Ktngs Lya!, Norfolk

Confer€nce time is drawing near again. Those ofus who attend requiarlv
look for1t rd to rFeing o ld t r iends.  car .  h ing up on mumphs ard drsasrero in
the garden, having interesting talks and visiting gardens & nurseries. There
are one or two places left, so ilyou havebeen considenng whether to attend.
now 15 L})e Ume for d posiLive de.isron.

Ou programme will start on ftiday evening with a speaker on plmt
hunting in Bolivia.

OD Saturday we shall \,1s1t Kinglisher NuEenes near Spalding. This is a
large wholesale nurser.r7 omed by one ofour membe.s, Peter Bingham and his
wife Maggie. After lunch we go ro Peckover House & caralen in Wisbech. Then
m early retm to the hotel where we shall have a presentation on -The
Brecks" byMr. James Parry who is dre author ofthebook ttled .Heathland".
The Brecks area ls famous for trs dry heaths. They are the neaest thinE in
Bnrajn to conrinenLal hedrhs and sreppes. Djnner wi follow our t-dre

Sunday morning will kick offwith theA.c.M. and lollow this with a visit
to one ofthe sites &1thin the Brecks. Our coach witl rake u s on to Foggy Botlom
and Bressingham cardens. Hopefully, Adrian Bloom witt take us on a Euided
walk through Lhe mosr healhery pdrr ot FogS/ Bonom.

In the evening we will have a programme a[owlng attendees to share
information, photogaphs & views and hopefDlly a book aucrion.

Corer illustration Enca cdLans bv BritaJohdssorr

Atthough sone afout go endafltssuferedintheha uintet hebes in palticutf the
Erico calflea a d E. , datlere sis c,ltixa/s seened ta hab. rcall! enioyed it dnd Wt ok a
1@ndetjul display this sprins. Luckily lhe nuflrjac deet that oisit the tadcn don't see taJind

Earlier this leat, our h@d-uorkin| Hon. Sec/etary, leafl lutian, becane Mts Michael
Prcston. t atu swe Vou ruautd uish to join c ifl sefldi"g Iean and Michael aw hwtiesl
coflgtutulations and aur best uishes fot the futwe.

3gtb Annual Gathering & Confererce

- t -
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A plant sale will be running th.oughout the weekend, vhich enables
members to acquire rde dd special plants.

The cost wlll be S29O fo. the weekend md this includes bed. breaktast.
dinner each night. It also includes lunch on Saturday & Sunday and all
entrance fees to gardens, coach nde and tips. There will bc no single
supplement for attending thls conference.

Should you choosc lo stay in altemative accommodation you will be very
welcome to join us as a day visitor. Appropriate fees for this can be obtained
from Susie Kay at susiek@gofree.indigo-ie, Phone 00353 95 43575

Ilow to book?

By filling in the flyer that was inctuded wiin the Sprlng Eullelin, md
sendingit to The Administrator, The HeaLherSociety. Tippitiwitchet Cottage,
Hall Road, Outwell, PDl4 aPE, Cambridgesbire, as soon as possible. Please
include your .e5 non refundable fee. (Dxtra copies of the flyer are available on
request from The Administrator: 01945 774077.1

Booked aheady?

Those ofyou who have already booked, youl places are rcsered and all
yoD have to do is send llnal palrent before 1"'July 2010 to TheAdminisbator
(address as above). The prererred method of paFnent is by {UK) cheque.
pleasei a surcharge ofs3 applies to my credit/debit card payment.

So, having sentinyour cheque, the next thingis to stat some propagation
and bring along one or lwo of your favou te heathers to shai.e with ourer
memberc. A1l monies raised flom this sale will go to The Heather Sociery.

For the last live enual gathe ngs we have enjoyed wonderful weather,
now.l cannotguarantee this again, butCoDncilwill keep their lingers crossed
that we shall be blessed again.

Susie J(aV

Tippitiwitchet Corner: AdmiDistrator's log no. 9
Emall:  theheathersociety@phonecoop.coop

New members si[ce February 2OlO
We welcome these new members:
Grunam Ackers: Dorking, Surrey
Pascale Dgonr Jardin de Clairbois. B x, France
Mrs Isla MccowraJl: Ulveston. Cumbria
Ian Grant: Poplar, London
Mr & Mrs James KraJIt: Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Jos€ Mmuel Esteves: Arouca, Portugal

20lO yearbook, Heattrers 7
The 2010 issue is enclosed with this Bulletin. My apologies for the delay

in distribution. The Sociery thanks Emily Robinson for undertaking rhe
layout and twesetting, aJld Witley Press Ior printlng. You will notice tne
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difference this one ls perfect bound, as they say. instead ofstapled. (for
Heathers 8. see below).

Il'olskl wrzos6w t wrzolc6w

Our Polish member, RafaB Wolski, has sent me copies ofhisnewcatalogue
ofhcathers. It is a very fine production with ten pages ofcolour photographs
of different cultivars, usually in close up; a3 Calluna and 2a,Enca. Some of
the photographs show plets not olten illustrated. l'hose that caught my
attention were Calluna carngold (e Idsh clone vith yellov foliage). Kir
Royal and Kaiser'. Each photograph is accompanied by brief infomation
abour herghr .  spread dd nower ing monrhs.

I have four copies to disl bute to UK members (in retum for a 2nd class
stamp, please). Or, you cd contact doMload the catalogue as a pdffile from
http/l!r44.qqlski!a!!-pll.

Eric@ cruenta request

Does any UK or EU member have young or surylus plets of Enca cruenta?
Matt Norris has emailed askingforhelp to nnd thls, as it is not commercially
availablc according to the RHS pl&t finder 20lO-2011.

Fires in Connemara and the colony of Dorset heath

Susie Kay alerted me to the news of serious gorse Iires in Connemara
which have had a se ous impact on the lrish colony of Erica cilians: for a
discussion ofits status see Dr Tom Curtis's article in ihe 2000 Yearbooh The
Connemam Naaional Park was among places in which fires bumed. Dr Noel
Kirby (National Pdks md Wildlite Sewice) is quoted in 'I'he Irish ftrnes (r3
May 20101 as saying that grouse would have been senously alTected if Iire
had spread to Diaoond Flill" in the centre ofthe National Park. Accordlng to
the newspaper "Nesting sites for many birds were wiped ouf , along with dry
sedge and puele moorgrass on bogland and Dorset heath, a 0,pe of heather
only found ln the Roundstonebog.". I will be in Connemara inAugust and will
undoubtedly visit this area to see what damage the fires have caused.

Remlnder - your photographs please, and articles for
Heathets 8l

We need lots olphotoglaphs for the 20r0 CDlPlease!You may send digital
images by email, but please remember that some email systems automaticallv
reduce the file size. If possible, set the size to "original" or "ldge" becaDse
smal images do not work so well. Slides or prints are also welcome and the
originals will be returned promptty.

And, we need articles for the 20l l yearbook. Heathers 8. Ialready have one
contribution: I am mostgrateftrlto Bemard de ta Rochefoucauld for providing
an interesting dticle about his splendid garden in France. This will be the
opening piece in the 2Ol1 issue. Some of his photo$aphs of Les Grandes
Bruyeres were included on the 20lO CD.
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... aad flnally: heather garden at Woburn Abbey recreated
WobDm Abbey, the home of ine dukes ofBedford, has avery signiticant

place in the hjstory of the
cultivation of hcathers. as
explained by Denjse Padley
in Hcathers 3 {2006). and
by Iton Cleevely in Heathers
6 {2oo9l. Martin Towsey.
Gardcns Manager at the
Abbey, and Andrew crout,
Head of Abbey Gardens,
have informed us thata ncw
heather garden was recently
installed, the design bcing
based on that of the heath
p a r l e r r c  i l l u s t r a r e d  j n

George Sinclair's Hortus encaeus oobumensis (ra25l. Indecd, thc new
garden is on lhe sile occupied by the original parterre. Andrew Crout
describes the heath garden as compnsing "36 individual borders eachwith
asingle Encaor Callunavariety planted in it. some of the rings are mlrrored
on either slde of the border meaning that our o ginal planting contained
2l varieties in total.'

,t:)

2 0 l O  i s  t h e

by Humphry

the Duke ofBedford s private gardens will be opencd to thc public. Another
recent addition is a bog garden with camil.orous plants.

Wobu.nAbbey s websi le  s tatcs that  Lhehouseis set inabeaut i fu l3.00O
acre deer park, with l0 species ofdeer roaming free..." but we have to
assume these deer are not free to roam in the recenuy planted heather
garden!

See http:/ /1i]1w.woburn.co.pk/abbev/ for more infomation about events
and opening times, as well as a map of the gddens.

rD .b <t!



Ketl llulme (Honorary Member)
Ken Hulme was Director of N€ss Gddens in Cheshire (the Botanlc

Gardens ofthe Unive$ity ofliverpool). ftom r957 to 1989. Amongm&y other
things, he, MthTerry Underhill, was responsible for creating Ness s spectacular
2 acre heather bak md, for his seryices to heathers. he was created the
Society s Iirct Honorary Memberin September 196a.In lgag he rcceived the
Veitch Memo.ial Medal from the RHS and, in 1990, an OBE Ior services to
Botany.

The gddens were created back in r89a by Arthur Kilpin Buley (later of
Bees Seeds fame) and h€ opened them for local people to visit, Iree of charge.
In 1944. the gddens were given to the Unlversity byArthur Buley s daughter,

Mauice md I lived in Cheshire in the 1950s and 60s, and, when we got
ou-r first ca-r. Ness GaJdens were one ofour favoDrite destinations At that time
they were still knoM to everyone locally as BuUey s Gardens and, to the best
of my memory, they were stll f.ee of charge.

The gddens had suffered during the war years and over thc tiDe he was
there Ken Hulme extended them and complelely transfomed t}lem. But, it
was the wow factor of that wonderful heather balxk that I remember best. It
was like opening my eyes to a new world md was tne main reason that I
became a commercial heather grower for nearly 40 years.

Daphne Ererctt

Connemara Chat
Susle Key

No doubt there are maJ)y horror stories oul there conceming the winter
that hasjust passed. Here in Comemda, they say it was the worst in living
memory. Frost, frost and more frost and sometimes with tne wind from the
Dast & No h East, it seemed to come all the way from Siberia. It started on
Sunday r31" December. on ajoumeyhome from westport, Co. Mayo, the car
thenometer dropped to O'C, which was low for the time ofyear, but a couple
of elderly brothers said that there was "a strange light in the East, which
presaged bad weather". And they were nght, snov came to the moutains
around, butnotaflal<e tell in t€tte.gesh- Wejustfroze solidwith anymoisture
tuming to ice and staying that way for weeks. There was no daltime respite
for us as our house is unde! the shadow ofthe mountain and does not receive
any sun from the mlddle of November until l"i February. Have you ever tried
to dig leeks out of frozen ground on Christmas moming? It didn l do my fork
any good and I had to get a man on to thejob. Ofcou.se, we lost our water
supply on Chnstmas Eve for 36 hourc, but some of our neighbours had no
water for 2 3 weeks.

Our lowest teDperature was -5'C. now I know in England artd elsewhere
they have lower temperatures, but here on the West coast of Ireland this is
unexpected. Had the Gulfstream really been switched off ovemight? Even

]}IE HEAIHER SOCIETY BULLEIIN vo!.7. No. 10. SIMMER 2010
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after a break in SouthAfrica for 3 weeks, where we had tempemturcs of4O.C,
we still came back to frost and more frozen ground.

Butwe were notthe only beingsleelinghard donc by as I keptbeingbegged
by robins andblackbirds to give ihem something to eatby digging through the
Irozen ground. As we pruned and hacked at e old scrub willow hedge. thc
birds would behoppingover mywellies and wc wcrc soon on lirstname ierms.

I had gathered from my rcading ofnevspapers and gardening nagazines
that bumble bees are in serious dcclinc. I can tell you vhere they all are:
Lettergesh, Co. Galvay, Ireland. To walk past thc winLd flowering heathers
or to touch a plant becomcs a dangerous exercise. From the middlc of
February md even nowin May every plant secms to tre abuzzwith bees. Never
beforehave I noticed so many. They did help keep the granddaughtcrc on the
$ass as they are frightened of ihcm, cven thoDgh the grandmother keeps
exptaining thei. purpose in the scheme ofthings.

Not only was there unprecedcntcd co1d. but also very little rain and now
at the bcginning of May. we have had less than half our usual amount of
minfall for the ycd.

Properrain came when ourChailmm paid us avisii atthe end ofJaJluary-
He had to copewith dense fog al]d the pltiful stale ofourroads. Vast stretches
just disintegrated with thc icc dd there was little money in the Council's kitty

So how have the ded hcather plants coped? These things sccm to take a
while to produce their full effecl. Thc vintd heathers continued to bloom,
having started back in October- Phoebe being the first onc out soon followed
by the other darlgensis aJld engena. A New Year's Day stroll to see thc wild
D. engena showed it to be vell in flower cvcn though the banks of the nver
where it grows wcrc frozen. At lirst I thought the Cape Hcaths were coming
tnrough OK, but after a few weeks I noticed that a couple ofsmall plants of
D. cqfro I had grom from cuttings were now a delicate shadc of brcm. On
close examination, I found the stemshad actually split. A white E. mammosa,
of which there were three plants have succumbcd. but some of thc E.
uerticillata have survivcd along witn E. annectans together wilh l,hc hybdd'Helene (?)

The cold dr./ wcather meant we were able to cut down trccs and do very
extensive pruning, whlch leads to &c over use of the shreclder for mu1ch, md
Alan s log pilc grcw. At least we shall be waJm ncxt Mntcr even if the rurf
cutting is banned.

All this phenomenal veather delayed all thc signs ol spring. March
brought the annual pruning of ihe summer heathers cvcn those that
appeded to have died a coid aJld loncly death. These days I always think of
Ella May, who linds the collecting ofthe debns quitc a chore. So do I. but I
usually solve it by putting fresh mulch doM.'lhis sometimes results in
seedlings appeding, which can be qulte exciting in thc find ofa new colour.

Despite the freezing cold winter. orperhaps because ofit, the threeMnter
beds produced the best show oI nowcrc ever with a long blaze oI colour
bringing a stunning show.l am notvery good atkeepinglabels and therefore
cannot name all ofthe vdieties in bloom. bui thev include E. enoeno'Brian
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Proudley , ,o. x dariuensts, Lucle and Phoebe.
But we took advdtage of t}le dry veaiher to completely enlarge and renew

one of the orlginal heather beds- lt had been in place since 1992 and was
planted with a mixture ofwinter and summer plants. Alan did a superb job
with the enlargemenri lirst ofall linding fairly large rocks tnat had completely
disappeared under the growth of heathers over the years. Having re-sited
these he then brought up the clay (soil loyoD)froD theverybottom ofoursite
to the very topi a distdce ofabout r0O metre and it s uphill all the way. He
informed me that this involved more than 40 bdow loads. We do not need
to join a glm as gardening here is in the green g/m and has been for ou 23
years of tcnure on this litde piece of lreldd.

It may seem strange tovisitors that I struggle with summervdieties when
I am sunounded by heather on the mountain. When our President vlsited a
few years ago. he told me to look where the E. cinerea and CalIuM were
growing, i.e. on old walls and raised ground and suggested that maybe I
should employ this technlque. The restored bed is plmted now with all
summer heathers, including some olmy o$n which sun'ived the visit of thc
bullock last summer. Bud bloomcrs seem to do fairly well except for Calluaa
Duigar6 'Larissa , which I keep trying in different Iocations without success.

The bed which has spider legs mdiating out has also been mostly
replmted, again with summer flowering plants. so hopefully there wlll be
some summer colour.

In the winter ol O8-O9, I cut down my E. end'ena Superba, whlch had
gro\rn to a height ofalmost 2 melre. This yed it is areasonably compactbush
about 60cm high and istotallycovered in flowers sothatworked.I havebeen
conlemplating cutting dom more ol the eniTena and darlyensas as opposed
to pruning them as I noticed that iII prune them, I seem to end up with litue
spikes with a whorl of five or six even stubbier shoots which I do not find
atbactive- I have read all the books and aticles appearlng in the Bulletins to
galn some tips, but still do not come to a conclusion as to what the best
approach should be. Maybe I vill be given advlce at this year's conference in
our Open Forum slot.

So what have I leamed from this winterjust past, apart frod the oil bill
rocketlng?

I Never take the weatber for granted. it will always hotd surprises. I am
a cllmate change sceptic and believe we ee just in a different cycle to what
we were Dsed to in the previous twentyyears. It seems that a gaJden is more
dependant on the vagaries of the weather tha on an},'thing the so called
gardener (mel can do to create a tamed space.

2 Do nolprunc in the aDtumn as there is bound to be frost or a terrlble
drying East wind. which will deslccate everything in its path-

3 Enjoy the wildlife, even though you curse the birds as they dig and
throw tne mulch over the precious plants.

Should anybody ftom The Heather Society ever visit me and then I find out
tney have made rude remarks about this garden, I shall resign andjoin the
Clematis Society.I have about twenv Clematis and they are coming up every
year. C. uiltcella is a very good vanety for me as it can be pruned dom in
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February after the winter has done its worst.
Butlhad betterfinish ona more posjtive note after all thc gloom and doom.

Thinking the real spnng would never comc, on ure day Daphne asked me to
contribute these fewwords, our swallows appeared and havehopefully raken
up residence in the shed. And the vcry next day cane the plaintiff call of the
cuckoo. wehad given Dp hope ofeverheari.g ulem thisyear. Awalkdound
all the beds also revealed the spdng tips were beginning to colour the plants
ed there was quitc abit ofglowth. This all liftcd the spirits and made oc feei
tnat I might be leaming a littlc about gardening wiLh hearher.

(Sc. S$ie's gaden.n.:entr. po|ts. Ed.)

Winter Survivors: A few snippets
Richard CanovAn

Introduction
Much will be written about the damage to, md loss ol heathers rcsulring

liom the severe winter of2OO9/IO in much ofEurope and parts ofthe USA.
whal is almost as interesting is looking at some ofthe hearhers that came
thrcugh the winter unscathcd and as strong as ever. Thc most severe weather
was in January ed at Llneham. only alcwmiles avay from SMndon and at
a similar altitude, the mcm mdimum temperaturc was only 3.2 degrees C.

VariaLion in Enca engenai
Whereas sevenl cultivars sufered badly and some plants maynotsurive,'Glauca Bnan Proudley dd'lrish Salmon had no damage. Although late

blooming, they appear in pe.fect healLh with no defoliation or other damage
other than a few sho unnpened stems beingbroken by the snow on clauca .

Another to do well is Rosslare which shows no sisn of defoiiaiion. _trish
5 lver"  anJ w T RJi  k l i f f  , re  b loomulg v. r l  wel l .

Some surprising suryivorc:
Given the damage to most Enca mtripujiflatu cultivars in rhe last two

winters. lt has bcen a suryrise that Corfu should noi suffer dmaee from
either snow or the coid. It is cspecially noteworthy, as it is a very exposed
location aJld is m erect plant so, for most ofthe time, partly above rhe snow.
Despite tlat. the tlps wcrc ftesh and green aJld I used some for crrttings.

Another E.manipuiiflora cultivar I have lost in past severc winters is tan
Cooper' but this has doDe well this year.

Enca bocquetria also suffered no damage and has bcen pmned. :lhis is a
particular surpdse. lndeed it seemed hcaltnier than for several ycars and
already has a few of s dclighttul pink flowers.

Dnca x gauduicans Edewechl Bclle looks fresh and healthy vith new
groeth alreadybeing made. Even a plant olthis in a pot (in a trenchl surfued.
The hddiness of the Dnca spi.uiirfolia parent has clearly been evident in ihis
plant which has sustained a wide vaicty ot er-tremes.

One that is surprising, only because ofits dreadful soil conditions, is an
Enca x darlelensas, kindly givcn me by Barry Sellers (who hybrjdised it) jn
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rgag. It is planted in the south London gdden I look after. in what used
to be an old fashioned border dominated by roses. But as the latter have
deteriorated or died, heathers have filled the gaps. Last year one of the three
plants appeared to sport. The result ts very long spikes of up to ainches more
like Erecta with slighdy deeper flowers than the parent, but the same
coloured new Ups. The whole bed whlch has eitherbeen inundated or frozen
for months, is a riot of colou almost aI from Erka erlsena ar].d Enca x
darleuensts cultivarc.

Anal from Dr Colln Rogers

My Encaxda elensis. JackH Brummage has notbehaved nomally. this
sping beding far more flowers than usual, and ha\tng much darker red
Ioliage.

Has onyohe else had the sane experience as Dr Rogerc? In o r ga el ther seefted nqch
the same colow as $ual. Ed

Letters to the Editor

From Donald Mackay in the USA
The reprinted articles on whlte calluna and longlasting

Cvolume 7, No.g, Spring 20ro)- one ofwhich I contributed have made me
think what have I learned about this topic in the 18 years since David
Mcclintock asked who could suggesta causal relationship. The direct answer
1s not much, though I hav€ a few addiuons to make to bolster my bleaching

I said I had not found white heather in endless tramping and camping ove.
dd on hrDdreds of square mlles oI heather. That statemmt is still nearly
true. I am srill red green color blind - which got me tufed out offl)'ing school
shomy before I was to solo but can easily distinguish white from pink except
for those very pale-colored calluna heathers that aie ob\,1ously not tuly white
when compared to a white background. These pale pinkish whites are often
found on emergent buds, geneElly on shaded branches, and I can now add
to that comment as a result ofclose obseNation ofsome whiteheather clones
glven to me for performmce evaluation in my garden.

Otherc given the same plant have reported differences in blooming time
and rn color. This calluna called'Harry's Gmce' a sport on Chase white
found in Dr. Harry Bowens garden on cape Cod - blooms very late and
sparsely and takes along,long time forbuds to form and open,leading some
to classiry it as a bud bloomer, but I m not one of them.

When I scnpe away the snow to iook at it at this moment it is uder two
Ieet of snow I see a prostmte plant with a few dom-facing flovers that look

continue..l on page 12

"Hary s Grace' has been fornally naned and resistered by the Northeasr Hearher
Socjety. I agree {ith Donaldi it is a a multibmdeate planr. Regishar
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from pase tl
whitish. But under the lens the whiteness is either due to faded persistenr
flowers or to incanescence a felting of riny white hairs thar gives a mjldew
look to it. Botaiically it is surely ar least the sampie given to me a
multibracteate fom with very few flovers to croer the tips, although Chase
White is not, so I recal1. Thc felting I strongly doubt it is mildew does give
it a whlte appear&ce. So do the few old dom-facing flowers that by now are
a dirt-stained white. Howevcr, it is clear that even a group assessment of
white flowered calluna can be suspect.

Mypowers ofbotanic obseNatjonas ayouth climbing, camping and biking
over much of Invemessshire, Rossshire md Sutherland were not nearlv as
acule ds rhey dJF nos.  As c vouLh.  hF" lher  sd<:r  wncd.  mos ly  "n.mpedi ; ,  n
and only rarely uselul as stepping stones across o1d pear hags or as hand
holds on uncertain cliffs. To be honest, 1n those days I barely distinguished
ling f.om bell heather, apart from the difference in llowcnng times.

In those wartime days my brotlers and I had the hills to ourselves. Today
people forget passports were needed to get north beyond Fort WilLiam ar one
end ofthe Great Glen and Inverness (by bain. Dingwall by road) at the other.
There vas no mrdrbum for seveEl years to avoid guiding the Cermans was
said buttheHighlands north oftnch Nesswere ceded to eneoypdachutists
and U Boats, anyway-

The heather on the grouse and deer moors and aJound the abmdoned
hunting lodges ofthe deparied aristocracy g.ew waist high and covered over
what iew paths there were. Since my bicycle carried camping gear and what
food could be scraped together for thesc trips - this was the time ofrationinA
and lood coupon\ .  very re$ lood - rore-  or  l rdvel ine lood \  ms lwel l rFmembe;
thc need to take pedals offthe bike to getit through rhehearher, md for a rope
in case thebikebecame lrapped in apeathag. By thc l94Osdd probably even
earlier, peat cDtting in remote areas stopped and the cuttings llooded. One
had to walk knee deep in the streams drainlng the watershed on clen Affric
to iind a way through the morass on the watershed.

So il isjust possible this bloody minded attitDde to heather colored my
viewofit, making even the whitc heather I may have encountered appear pink
to bloodshot eyes. All I can say is my first conscious recognition of white
heather was on Tom na hurich, a hillside cemetery just outside Inverness.
My next conscious viewing of white heather aparl from cultilars sold at
tourisl sites like Killiecrankie was in Irclad at a Heather Socierv meetina
i n , 9 q 5  l r  w d - g r o w i n g o n a  k n o l l , - i g h ,  n F x r  r o J p c r h r l o - e r o t l  e { - o n n F m d j
National PaJk Visitor Centre md I would have missed it if not draM to my
attention by Dileen Petterssen and Dee Daneri. That vas a true whlc.

Other 'vhites lve seen in the wild md about the same height as l'eldberg
t48971in Northem ltaly or Austria or Francc were not really whte, just pate
or whitish or with white immature buds. invariably tingcd with pink.

So, to set the record straight. my failure to ffndvhite heather in Scotland
vas due to waidme conditions, lack ofmuirburn, lack of Royal Attendants
like John Brom (his real name was Mackay. by the wayl to pluck spdgs of
white heather for SuecnVictoria, to begin the fallacious belielin Lucky Wh e



Heather, lFor the story of'Lucky vhite heather, see Heathers 3 (2006llormy
lack ofcolor perceptlon, or the utter lack ofintercst in any kind ofheather by
the local population, or perhaps the actual absence ofwhite flowered forms
in a sea ofcolored heather, or most likclyjust my Dn-interest or incompetence-

Perhaps today while heather is not uncommon in Sco and, cspecially
around Balmoral where John BroM Iound it for his Queen. Probably lt is
commonerinMayo 1n western Ireland whcrc snowrdclyfa1ls, bulthatmakes
Lhp answcr ro D"v id Mccl jn lo. l< -  qD.-  ion no easiF- .

Alreadymost of Nev England has had twice as much snow-fallin Febmary
as is usual for the vhole ofthe winter. I have two feet ofwhlte cement here
in Westchester County i4O miles north ot New York Cib') and three feet of
compacted wet snow in Vermont. It will take a long time to melt and give me
time to contemplate vhat I will lind when the snow does go. and to prepare
to record what coior changes, ifany, willbe found latcr Lhis yed.

Ifihereportedwhiteness ofheatheris due to a long lasting snowcover, this
will be theyear to find it. Otherwise I stand by my original slory. Snowcover,
either here or in Vermonl, certainlv bleaches the color of,En:ca carnea, but
does not bleach calluna flowers. Perhaps the original German obseflauon
was on E. camea, certainly a likely pldt on Feldberg- A bleaching effect in
calluna flowers could be possible, I suppose, ifthe snow lasted lo late July,
wi1h a sudden thawjustbeforc thc heatner emerged from the snovin time to
bloom, but Feldberg may not be high enough to have reliably long lasting

Calluna is not completely llaltencd by longlasting snov the way Enca
carnea is appressed to the ground. tnca x darlesensis (not to be found in
Feldberg, mlvay) is not so much flattened by heaqr snow as broken and
shattered by lt. one can lind dried whitish or pale flove.s when the snov
goes, butthey, alongwith the leaves and branches that bear them, have died
long ago.

I will not be so direct as Brita Johansson on casling doubt on the accuracy
oi the odginal rcport, but I have still no direct answer for Mcclintock. Just
posslbly it wasn t calluna aftcr all. Thcrc are nore trran Iiftt folk names for
heather in Gemany, so perhaps the confusionwas in naming. Linnaeus was
right after a]l.

The Geman translates as (found) on long (lastingl snow'covered places
ofthcFcldbcrgdist ct (where it is) often white blooming. " I see no comparative
statement. but the bLeaching" effect would be best obscrcd where the snow
has lain the longesL-

However, if ihere is a scicntific explmation. it may lie in the lbUowingi
Ithasbeen knornsince 1799 that, whilemostflowers needlight to dcvclop

thcir color, tulips ed crocus cd do so in darkness as well. By r863 two types
of coloring plants were recognized, thosc that did. or those thai did not.
require the flowerbuds to receive light,ln order for color lo devclop. The color
oflhe light itselfwas a faclor, blue being effective, red siighily and green not
at all. By 1925 it was known that production ofanthocyanins (the color)was
alTected notjust by light but lry terrperature. oxygen, waterstress and sugar
alld acid content of thc plmt lissues. These factors. plus day shotening, play
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a major role in the foliage coloration in Mnter ofsome ofourheathers. Clearly
light has most eflect, but on some plarrts the tiDing may be crucial lor color
development il light does not get to the opening flower bud in time.

So, it perhaps it is not surprislng that Enca carnea, an edly spring
bloomer, could still be deprived oflight while its buds fom under the snov
and then show colorless flowers. Strictly speaking, rhe flowers are not
bleached because color did not fom in the first place.

As for fall blooming callua (or better early summer fiowering kindsJ one
has to suppose that ir the snowlasts longenoughwhile the buds are forming,
light will not reach the buds in time ro initiate the anthocyanin prcduction.
Heather apparently belongs among the plants thar require tight ro reach the
buds before some cdtical stage of dcvelopment in order for rhe flowers ro
develop normal color.

With this cdtical time frame I would assume that the Feldberg heathers
color normally in many years, but not in years ofpercistent late snow cover.
I would guess that the contours of the ground, and perhaps tree cover, are
lactors in holdlng lale snow. and hence affcct color production. Ofcourse. if
the snowis too deep. there is no light at atl, and therefore, in rime. no heather
at all to excite one s curiosity. Light is needed for grovth as wcll as for color

I doubtthattharthe Bntish climate everallows this phenomenon ro occur.
Only in some years does late snow persistin the crampians and on Ben Neds,
but even here it is found in gullies or comices overlooking the north face of
Ben Nevis. It s along snow climb up the gully, somerimes requirjng a runnel
through the comice to get out. Heather doesn t grow in the gulies and there
is relatively little on thesemountain topswhich, at tharelevation, are mosrty
stony. What heather there is scattered ed dwarfed. The hcarher moors are
a thousand feet or more below the stony plateaus.

My conclusion, therefore, is that the Feldberg white hearher is a local
traJlsient phenomenon govemed by local geography aJld weather conditions,
and onewhichis probablynoticeable only in certainyears. Even in very snowy
years I d expect a vanation in color intensity as the edges of the snow tield
retreat in warm weatner, with increasing ioss of color obseNed in the
emerging heather as the season advaces. It might not qualify as a Eureka
moment. but 1t would be enlightening ifnotrevelatory ilone sometimes found
bands oI white or paler colorcd heather in Feldbcrg where the snow lies
longest.

Fro[r Brita Johansson in Sweden
In the Spring issue I was laced with what I wrote long ago as a comment

Lo David Mcclintock alld Donald MacKay.
I couldn t resist pondering upon the matter. Donald mces thallong last

lasting snow cover shouldn't lavour survival of white flowe ng plants. My
guess ls that it could.

t-ng lasting snow mees a short vegetation period. The nomal flover
colour comes ftom anthocyanin. The production of rhat pigment must cosr
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the plants a lot. White is not colour bDt a lack ofpigment, so a white plant
should have more resources for coming in flower earlier, which in tum should
resul r  in  y iable sFed and more whl le  p lanl . .

I don t thlnk ihat the snow itselfis the crucial point but the cold which
limlts the vegetation time- Under such condltlons plants may not be able to
afford to produce anthocyanln and plants which cd stop it have a better
chance to survive.

There is a clea tendency tovards hardiJress in white cultivas, slthough
not in all. Cultivars are chosenfordifferentreasonsbDtvhiteplants collected
in the v..lld should. and probably de, particularly hardy. For example the very
early Mullardoch which d.?oses buds already in late May is also exhemely
hddy.

ln Scandinavia white plants are found now alld then. Those who spend
much time in the *'ild will sooner or later ffnd a white Calluna. We have seen
at least ten when walkiDg on the moors.

Plants behaviour never stops surprising me. I have iwice trled Kurt
Kramer's Melanle and both times the flowers were not white butpale mauve.
The Handg Guide says that Enca x uilliamsii Gold Button has pink flowers.
I have got flowers only once arld they were white!

Bluff Restoration Underway
with acknooled.gements to the Herelord Times, Febnlary 4t^ 2010

Ples to restore Hay Bluff to its lormer glory linally took off this week when
IOO tonnes ofheather came inby helicopter. Nationat park wardens and local
graziers bmved ea.treme weather conditions to oversee the arrival of 120 brash
baies, as repairs to a large area previously ravaged by wild li.es in I976 began.

The Brecon Beacons National Park Authonty, Black Mountains Graziers
and Michaelchurch Estate secured Natural Engled tunding to import the
heather from Hatterall Hill, so that bde areas of p€at and soil can finally
flounsh again.

Senior ecologist Paul Slnnadurai said: "We are very aware that areas of
erodlng peat bogs and moorimd are contributing to greenbouse gas emissions.
"Rejuvenation work of this klnd will not only help reverse that trend but will
also recover conditions on the hillside, which will see heathland plants and
grassled re-colonisaiion, and improved peat fomations processes, get

A lkm sectron of a popular footpath on the nearby Lord Herelord's Knob
lyes, I did checkl ts also being improved as part ofwider plans to retum the
common as a whole to its oiigrnal state after a 2OO3 study Iound massive areas
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Ilorticulturists qrarned To Be Tick Aware
As the waimer weather encourages horticulturists outinto their gddens,

Lyme disease charity BADA UK (Borreliosis and Associated Diseases
Awareness UK) is warning them to be aware of tick-borne disease whilst
outside over the Sprlng and summer monrhs.

Ticks carrylng Borreliosis (also knom as Lyme disease) are found
throughout the UK, sotime spentin their own back garden, ora pDblic park
or garden, could be a health risk.'Mdy areas with good ground cover md dilerse Mtdlife (such as
squirrels, hedgehogs and deer) can pose a porenrial risk" says wendy Fox,
ChatofBADA UK, and a Llme disease sufferer. "cardeners and horticulturisls
may be exposed to ticks and should be aware thatsimpie precautions cdbe
taken in tems of protecting themselves and making the environmenr less
habitable for ticks . Tick Prevenrion Week, organised by BADA UK, rm from
Apd i2 - April 18 and aims to provide infomation ro help prevent ticks from
blting pcople md pets. It also gives advice on whar to do ifticks do attach.
This year's theme of DO ONE THING to raise awareness provides lots ofideas
and schools, activily clubs and specialist interest groups are encouraged to
do their bit to raiseawareness. (Leaflets, posters and muchmore canbe found
at wrw.tickEletrentionweek.orq.) Llne diseasc is trmsmitted via the bite of
an infected tick and can lead to serious complicauons including damage to
the nervous system, joints, heart and other tissues.

Figures from the Health Protection Agency (HPA) show a year on year
increase in cases oI Lyme disease, with a Daked increase over the past 6
vedr\  l rom 2q2 in 2OO3 ro 8 lJ  m 2OOa { l r .e  ldresr  f igur"st .  .JowevFr Lh;  I tpA
estimate up to 3.OOO cases every yeaJ. Figures released by Heatth prorection
Scotland have shom a dramatic dse in infecrion rates from 28 contimed
cases in 2oo1 to 285 cascs in 2008. (More infomation abour L\me disease
dd BADA t K.dn b. iound ar wua-bda u!.olg.l

Heather lloney Crop hit by Wet Summers
From the lrish Ti.r.es - August 2OOg

Beekeepers who produce heathu honey from Bdrish moortands de
hoplng lo boost production this year after two summers ofbad weather ted to
shortages in the prized food.

Putting beehives out onto moorland in rime for the heather blooms helDs
Lhe bFe\ .  who hdvc lew orher  nou,  r ing p lar ls  ro t .ed on tare .n rh.  ]cd.
enabling them to lay dom resenes for rhe winter and produce t]le -unioue
honFy.

According to be€kccpers, it also beneffts heather moorldd managed for
red grouse shooting, as the insects pollinate rhe heather crcating srronger
pldnr"  MLh more - .ed< and green shoor-  for  Lhc b i rd\  ro rFcd or .

The honey produced is strong and almost buer and is to orher honeys
what Guinness is tobeer. beekeeper Tony Jefferson, secretary ofWhlbvmd
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District Beekecpers' Association said.
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But the hlves produced very little honey over the last two yeds because
fte wetsummerc made it hard for thcbees to garner up the nectar theyneed
to build up reseres for the winter to keep thcm strong - and produce excess
for making honey.

This yed some beekeepers are having to take tneir hives further afield to
make the most ofthe heather, thelast crop ofthe season, bccause lage deas
have been destroyed by the heather beetle.

According to the Britjsh Moorland Association, whose members manage
heather moorland for red grouse shooting. heather honcy sales slumped
between 2OO7 and 2008 by 39 per cent- But with thousands of hives being
taken out on to ldd managed by theAssociation s members and with Jlngers
crossed for reasonable weather - beekeepers are hoplng to boost production

Mr. Jeflerson, whose family have been keeping bees for a century, said:"Over the last two years weve had somepreltypoorweatrrer, so the bees didn t
build up stores. tast yed we had practlcally a zero honey crop because ofthe
veather and the bees were nolvery strong. we were feeding the bees to keep
themalive. This year he is hadng to tahc his more than 50 hives furrher alield
thaJl normal because the destructive heather beetle has aJlected swathes of
Lhe heathe! neaJby.

Martin SmiLh, chaiman of the B tish Beekeepers Association, said:"Bees benentlrom the abundat heather flowers found on grouse moors but
also improve the set ofthe heather seed by pollinating it nther than lea\,ing
it to the wind. In the prccess they create the unique ed deticious heather
honey and vith Moorland Association memberc hostlng thousands ofhives
this summer, we hope to boost production ad sales .

Edwa-rd Bromet, chaimd of trre Moorland Association, said honey was
one ol the additional benents of landomers efforts tomanage aJId presere
the heather uplands for the shooting season for red gouse, which begins this
wednesday tAugust r2l.

Moss is dropped from sky to save moorlaud
Wtth ack ouledgements to The ,lrish ?imes 12 MaA 2O1O

Sert ln by Susle Kay

RARE MOSS was being scattered across remote English moorlands from
a helicopter yesterday in a bid to help regenerate the moo.s. The project is
attempting tousesphagnum moss, which cm hold manytimes its owTr weight
in water and allowsnew peat to develop. to restore the peatldd moors olthe

The schcmes orgmisers said many plant species cm stabilise moorland
md cover bare peat lvhich would otherwise be blown or vashed away.
reducing the amount of carbon and vatcr stored in the soil and polluting
rivers. But sphagnum moss maintains the high level ofmojsture needed to
allow new peat to develop as wel1as enabling other vegetation to flourish ard
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protect peatlands llom eroslon. The moss was hit by acid rain from the
industrialisation of northem England ard is in danger of disappearlng from

Scientists have been able to propagate the tiny plant in a laborato.y, and
it was dropped today by helicopter on to the remore windswepr moors in a bid
to reintroduce it to the area. Experts have had problems getting the plant ro
plopagate md spread and it is hoped the innovative technique, which
involves dropping a small plant ln a capsule ofsolution, will atlow the species
to establish itsellon the moorc.

If the trial by the Moors for the Firture parrnership is successful, the plan
rs ro resrore more dran 7OO0 a.res ofPrJk Dis!ri. I dnd pemine moorldno;vcr
the ne,{t five years.

The partnership - which includes companies, chdities. governmenr
agencies and local authoriues - has been working with Manchester Metropolitan
Univers i ry .nd Mrcro f topagauon setur  e-  o i  rhe - .h.me turdel l  b ]  NarurJ l
England and the co operative. It is hoped rhal if the project succeeds. the
metlods used can be applied to de$aded peattands across the UK.

Moors lbr the Future s conservation works manaAer Matr BDckler saidl_Al l  our  uo 'ks ro dd,F hdve becn abour - rdbr l rsmg Lfe eround unr i t  pear
foming vegetation can develop. Sphagnum is the most important pear-
forming plant md the glue that holds the whole btmket bog comDunity
together dd so this project is probably the most imporrant innovation ever
in moorland restoEtion techniques.'

Jon Stevart, from Naturai Dngland, said: England s moortand blanket
peatlallds are a crucial buffer against climate chdge. through their role as
a cdbon store, but have been extensively dmaged by cenruries ofinappropriare
management md pollutlon. We have to stop the rot and ensDre tlat
peaddds are property looked after as one of our mostprecious environmental
resources. He said the project was about demonstrating how to protect
peadands and restore natural bog forming plant species in rhe peakDistrlct,
one of the UKs best loved national parks. (PA)

Joan Oliver
Jod Oliver died aged 92 on I April2OIO. She was the second wile of Des

Oliver, the Societys teasurer from 1978 until 1994. She and Des used to
travel to Lhe Conferences in their campervaJl, which theywoulcl pdknearby
and stay in over the weekend.

Group News

North East
Sadly.  ou-Annual  Oudng.dme ro no-uBh thsycd.  s i rp lyduelu tJ .k  o l

supporr. uur nrsr .rce aEo-r ur rsen$ tour yFdr-\:
The nexl date for the diary is Saturday September I ld, 20 10, which is rhe

Amud Ponteland Flower Show. Staglng, as usuar v'll be froD 9.OO am l1 am,
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vhenjudging commences, then ltwillbe open to thepublic from 1.Oopm 4.30pm.
Exnibits de to be removed at 4.s0pm. Do come an. **.#,Til"ffh"."".

Yorkshlre Heather croup
Saturday, r3th March 2OlO - sadly only four of the regular members

attended tnis meeting but it was sdll an *cellent event with good felowship. We
watched a bistoric TV programme on video about heatlerc and Cape heaths and
enjoyed itjust as much second time around as the ffrst. we discussed vlsiting
local gddens ln Yorkshire during the spirng but unfotunately due to other
commihnents I have not had the spare Ume to olgeise this i maybe next year we
will get lhere.

On Satuday, 29th May we looked aJound the gardens dd discussed the
many changes that have bed made in rccent months.

Our thfd meFllng oflhc yne i- on Satuday, l8th Septemb€r tl\or?.hongp
ofda'.1 -nd will be in Room l s3 h fip new building. the dFrdil. ol thr\ evenr lvlll
be arranged at our next mccting.

Jean Jultan (nau Prestan)

HoIne Counties
It is vidr rcgret that I have declded to resign froD tne Heather Socieqr Council

and to relinquish my role as Home Counties croup Orgdiser. This is due to
hardng had to take on the position of Executive Secretar-y oI anothcr National
Society vith worldwide membership due to the recent deatl of my predecessor
who had served Ior 25 years. This yed. dd especialy the Auturnn, wilh a 3
month special exiibition and other activities to organise. I have felt that my
I leather Socieq. actMues will suffer al1d this has turther influenced my decision.

I have been a member of the Heather Sociely for apprcximately i 4 years and
a Council Member for almost ihe same length of ume. It has been a pefiod of my
life whlch has been most enjo,€ble and I have met some very intucsting people
who have given me good advice and friendship.

Dunng ile last tO years, as Group Organiser for the Home Counues, I have
seen a decline in attendance at ou annual Wislev meetirs with numbers
approa.h ing l5  on dvemgF. o l  wfu.h couci l  \4Fmbers dnd 

-$ei r  
Mveq have

nunbered I (these included Amold and Joscy Stow who were a great help and
wcre alvays lhere). Phil and Lin Joyner were also almys in attddance (many
ihar <s for you support ove. the years ) and they are from the South'West &ea.
It may be time for someone ns to retl]ink this part of thc Society's activities and
bring some fresh ideas to the croDp.

I have enjoyed my ume serving the Society and as my interesi in heaihcF
remains I wjll conunue with mv membershiD

I had booked ihe wisley Leciure Theaka for Satuday 25th September for
the amual Home CoDnties Group meeting but, as it is Dlikely that a volunteer
will be found to organise this meeung, I have reluctDuy cecelled the event.

Derek Millis
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