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5 Jdy Yorkshre

9r2 S€ptelnbcr Atrnuat cet togeth€r

Breezy rhees garden.

15 S€ptemb€r Crosbg date for thc Autnmn Bullcth

r7 S€ptember. Yorkshte

I October Home Comties Wisley Sur€y Beekeeperc

A cift of Membership for 2Ol I
The Society 1s keen to encourage new members to join. Every edsting
member could assist by giving a year's membership as a gift. Remember, it is
a gift t}lat lvill last until the close of 2Ol1! Fill out an applcadon lom (we
enclosed one with theAutum 2010 Bdletin) for a family member or a friend,
someone keen on gddening and t}le outdoors, dd leave the rest ro us.

For each gift membership ve will send you a beautiful bell heather card
with a pnnted message inside - A/ull Uear's membership oJ The Heather
SocietA Jor 20 1 I is sent l,rth ueru best uishes bU ... for you to personalize
md give to. or send on to, the intended recipient. Soon afterwards. or ar
any time you specil,. we will send t}te rccipient a letter ofvclcome, a
complimentary colour chart and badge with fieathers a, the Spnng Bulletrn

For only e15 tfor UK addresses, or el8 for Europe or 82r anlvhere else,
you can solve your gift "prob1em" and give a whole year's pleasure.
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Wh a wintet it rods uith ftak! plonts lost. Blt hareyat noticed horo uell the plants
that didn't sulfet hau doft? It is as thoush thehnrd tuiiter encaura|ett epen nal.J1o1oes thdfl
#M1. I expect sone of lou sdlo the Channet 4 plagntttue 'The Hotel 'Tohich jeahtred this
leat's Confuene lenue,The Daftsafl Dene Hotel? Why da people put thentselrcs through
that? They tnight ktu1a that Chnn el 4 10i11 do theft no Jaootts. I IoloeoeL I aft sure ue uilL
eniof oat staf and uill look at the hatelloith flao intetest.

Chairman's Piese
Davtd Edge

The new Heather Society website is now up and running a.nd great credit lies
with our administrator Dr Chaies Netson for his input md elIort spent on this
task. whilst, in these teclmologcal tmes, ihere suu remain areas to be developed
it has received over 2700 hits to date. providing inibmation to otheE dolrld the
wo d aboui Lhe Society and the plants we dedicate ourcelves to cultivating.

The British Heather Growers Association. \i/rN.bhga.co.ukl is, again this
yed, involved in a small garden constructlon at Hampton Court Palace Flower
Show (5th l0thJuly20l l) wheieby it hopes to raise awdeness olthe uses of
heathe. in the Dodein garden- Entitled Heathers in Harmony it will feature
Winter and Summer flowering heathers in a q?ical suburban garden, blending
in the beneffcial aspects of wildlife conseNauon. Again this year, members'
assistance to promote the Sociery whilst manning the garden would be
appreciated and I ce be contacted at the address aL the end of this Bulleun.

The government s consultation on the future of peat usage in the
horticultural industry has raised its head again recently- Various national
bodies have aired their views and the Heather Soclety is grateful to Council
member Richard Canovan for submitting its vievs on the subject. Whilst the
emphasis is concentrated on a product so necessary to the culuvatlon ofour
plants, it tums ablind eye to the Evages thatscd the countryside caused by
coal and other mining and mlneral extnction processes. Peat at least is used
in the cultivaiion of plmis to beautify &d benelit ourenvironment, anolher
commercial use of it I understand is the burning of it to flavour whisky...so
which is more beneficial or important to mankind?
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Annual Gatherilg 2OIl - September gtl - l2th
The Damson Dene Hotel, Crosthw&lte, Cumbrla

The response to the flyer in the spring Bulletin was very good and we de
hoping to see new faces ald some members who have not iojned us for a few
)eb. Below 's a rE-umE ol the progrdme whrch appeared bctore. jusr in cdce
there are one or tm ofyou out therc who are considenng whether or not ro artend.

Our venue is The Damson Dene Hotel at Crosthwaite, which is close to
windemere and Bomess, but far enoDgh away to be a tranquil haven where
you caJI meet old fiiends and make new ones - all interested in heathers.

The Damson Dene Hotel is setin beautifully landscaped gddens and has
a swimming pool, spa and gym facilities, ifyou ffnd you have afew moments
to avail of these leisure pursuits.

On ou agenda for 20rr w be a presentation on The History of Holehird"
by Peter Hoggett. The ner-t day this wi[ be folowed by a visjt to Holehird Oardens.
Since we last \'1slted,'in 199a, the vohurteers at Holehird have extended the
gadens and made some changes, which enhalrce this superior venue.

After a pub lunch. we shal travel to crange over Sands for a visit to
Yewbarrow House. This small town enjoys a micro climate, which allows the
owTler oI the gdden, Jonathan Denby, to $ow a large range of exotic pldrs
with gleatsuccess- For Satuday evening, GeoffYates, a.wered member, will
be talking to us and dinner will be swed after ceoffs talk.

The A.G.M. takes place on Sunday moming and after morning coffee ihe
coach will transport us to Holker Hall. near Cartmel. This is t}te home of Lord
& Lady Cavendish. It o\.erlooks Morecarbe Bay and towards the mountains
of the Lake District. There are exlensive gardens and we shall be having a
guided tour olthese.

Be prepared lor an]'thing on Sunday evening when we hope to enterrain
you in a heathery manner.

The annual plant and booksale will be running throughout the weekend,
so thls is a timely reminder to think about taking some cuttings oIa favounte

For the people who have already booked, it is time foryour cheques to be
sent to Dr. Charles Nelson.

The latest date for payment is 3l.t July. Please make cheques payable to.The Heather Society".
Double or twin room S235 Der Derson
Single room S28O per person
Single room in ainexe 4235perperson(thesehavealbeenallocatedl

The cost indicated includes all enrrance fees, speakerc, lunches and rips,
and of course dlnner, bed & breakfast.

Not only is it time to pay, but it is time to be looking at your cuttings or
taklng them so that you vill be able to bnng a rare or special heather ro sha re
with the other members at the pldt sale. Also 1f you have my books or
memorabilia we would be very happy to accept these for inclusion tn our
auction on the Sunday night.
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Our gathedng gives everybody ihe opportunity to meet new and established
members of our Socieryand the chacefordiscussion of ourbeautitul plants.

Susie KaA Phone: 00353 95 43575
E mail: sleieb@g4tee-LLelige,@

Position of Ho[. Treasurer
The Sodeq? is in urgent need ofa Hon. Treasurer alxd will be pleased to

hear from any member interested ln taking on that role.
Under the Societys rules, the member taking on the role wil become an

Ofiicer and a Trustee ofthe Society. The position is voluntary but reasonable
ex?enses incun€d in car:r,ing out the duties of the position will be paid. The
Hon. Treasurer is .equired to attend at least one Council meeting a year
usDally held in London elther in a room at the RHS HaI in Vincent Square or
at all altematrve venue. The Hon. Treasurer is also required to presenl Lhe
accounts at the AGM. usually held on the same weekend as the Annual
Conference. The curent Hon. Treasurer maintains the linancial records
using a PC runnlng Microsolt Excel so familiarity with that software package,
although not necessary. wilr be m advantage.

Interested members should contact the Hon. Secretary, Mrs Jean Preston,
coniact detalls on the back inside cover of this publtcation.

Notice of the AGM

To all Hesther Soclety membe.s

Notice is h€reby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Heather
society will take place at 09.15zm on sunday, t lth September 201 t at the
Damson Dene Hotel, Crosthwaite, Cumbna dunDg the amual conference.

Nominations are also invited for new councll members.
These should be senl to the Hon. Secretary, Mrc. Jean Preston, by 25th

Augusl 20r r Tel: Or9O4 707316 email:prestonjulianj@gmall.com
Nomination foms to be completed by the proposers and candidate cmbe

obtained from the Hon. Secretary.
Thls is your oppotunity to serve the sociery, rnfluence the way it is run md

le:m about heathers at the same time.

Ttppttiwitchet Correr: Adminlstrator's log no. 12
Emall: theheathersoclety@phonecoop.coop

New look to the Soclety's webslte and the NAHS website
There is a nev look to the Society s webslte which has been simplified to

alow the Society to manage lt more easily. For more informaUon, see p. 6.
Our sister society in North Amedcan also has a new lookr you can check

out their new site at nnvw.northam€rlcalheathe$octety.org.

voi' 7. NO. 13. SUMMER 2011
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Nev membera s lnce Jatruary 20I I

We weicome these members:
Daeal & Gordon Candchael: Pidochry, Perthshire
Miss Camllla Cooke: Pitl. Somerset
Bruce HaU: Colchester, Essd
Paul Hansord: Stomarket, Suffolk
Helmut Hledl Krugzell 'Altusned, cermany
Mrs Val Jeffteysr Ulverston, Cumbria
Mr-  Brenda L€ese:  WindermFre,  cumbr i .
Dr Mike Ptrle: Mainz, cemany
Enc Renault: Gorron, France
John Stmmer6on:Shefl ield, Yorkshire
Peter Waltnsleyr Norwich, No olk
Kevin wllklnson: Sidcup. Greater r,ondon

Our members ln Japan
We have asmall number of very faithful members in Japan. When I heard

the news ofthe earthquake and tsunami last Mach,I promptly senr m email
to Satoshi Miwa. He replied promptty...

Th.1nk Aou-for Aour email uorrying abaut tlTe AesterdaA s earthqLake. It
bas the biggest one eDer rccarded in Japan. A Dery larye arca ol north,easL
Pacijnc coast uas hat bU ts unamirepedtedlA. The tsunami reached l?kmintand
ond the uaw uos nore tten 7m at the h?l€sl More than a thorsand people
are estimted to rLarc been killed or are mtssrng bul the LDhole picture o.f
ctano,ge is not knoun eDen nou.

we JeIt onIA a quake, not so big, and I didn't.feel ana Jeat. FortunatelA be
luDe na relatiDes in the north-eost area, so ue are all sale. . . .

Thank aou so much.
SincerelU
Satoshi
The following day, t4 March, Satoshi sent more news confimingthat our

members who lived closest to the epicentre were alivel
I gat in contact uitla botlT Shlnichiro lvishikauo and TakaAuki KobaAaslai.

The! and their JamiIA are aII uell bugh theV tal'e a liLtle trouble in dailA IiJe.
I didn t get a rcpIA -tom Katsuaa Haqashi Aet. bLt he l.1lill be bell as ttE
Takasaki area is not allected se)erelA.

According ta tlE TV neus rhis euening more than IO,OOO people ore
estimoted to be kilLed bA tsuno.m. It is L)ery, Dery sad nell's.

Satoshi

2011 cD
Please take lots ofphotographs in the coming months and send them to

the Administrator for the Society s Life in Pictures" CD which ve would like
to be able to distribute in the auturnn, as usual. You ce send the images by
emaX {theheathersociew@phoaeeaa!.cood or on CD ifthey are digital images.



Sliales or print a re alsowelcome andwiu be returned assoon as thev have becn
scanned. Last year's CD had a bumPer crop ofphotos: please help keep the
standards hlgh wiLh your pictures.

2012 yearbook, He(Ithers g

The time has come again to Urink about contribuling articles to the next
yearbook, please. We welcome contributions from members lndeed it is vour
yearbook ;d members artlcles are its mainstav You can Mite about'anytning 

retaung to trealhers: vour om gardeni vour favourite heathers (or

vou least favouritel): historv ..
I had hoped ro have produced a Piece about painled heathers" but

(fortunately?) all but one have penshed in the drought!

, . .  enal f inal ly...
This is a rather shorl log because I returned only last week a ftcr spending

seven weeks working in Crete. The weather there during that pedod was
astounding: itwas p;rsistenUy colder than the UKand it mined "chair legs
o" q" ' , .  u_f""  or  casionc lCre.kr  usc I  he dnclos/  o l  t  hd i r  leg"  raLhet  rhar
sur i  rod- .  ro,  naanrer i /e  doMpour\ r '  Yer  rhe '  hdr  1e8'  hdd one sPlendid
effect! The vild flowers were superb ftom beginning to end At the stdt' in
mid March, the tree heathers were in thetpime, tall snov white bushes to
match the snow on Lhe mountains. Bv the end of mv seven-week stint the
heatherhad faded but the Lulips crown demones and crown daisieswerem
full bloom. Crete in spnngtime is a very beautiful island

Lestyou think the Society was neglected while I was away. wc had a nurry
of emaits from our new website enquiry page it is working very well! on
roDir .  ranoaE I rom (row.ng hFdrhers lor  weddrng_ |  o  re o in inB the Sn' iPrv
i ' im e-* i "ne"h*f r . r ' rp . ihap. t  rn 'h-de ro dwing heaLhet  for  seddrngsl
weadings were a popular topic see Sueslions and answer on p 20 for oihers!

No sidn of white heather in that bouquet, hovever: just mlrtle' sweet
william, hyacinlhs, ily and lily of the-v51ley. 

Chartes ,Vetson

New look for the Society's website

Over the past few months. Dmiel Hutton has been working to Prcduce a
newvebsite for the Socieq/. The site is now available onrr/rN heathersocietv org
(or www.healhersocieb/.org ukJ

The oDenind lhomei  pae;  or  LhF new s i rF ha\  a f t . \h  newdpp'a.mceMrh
d ser i . -  o l  s l ;de.s a i -pt"y ine,mag. '  o l  heaf iFrs.  onF Fdrh Ior  'or lLno
Dabaecia, Andromeda, and hardv arld Cape Enco Clicking on these will
enldge the images. The Society s diarv is alsovisible on the righl hand side'

The site is still under construclion so some Pages are empq' dd qutte a
few are not yet complete or need minor coneclrons.

To t]!,e tie ^eu uebsiterAlong the top of the screen in thc dark band there
are headinqs with dounward arrow heads to thc right- Pointingvour cursor

tttt l_E.rtUEF SOCrn BUTLETIN vol 7. NO.13. SUMMEII2011
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at the arrorv heads vill
headings items will lead

THl I.IEATHER SOCIETY BULLIT]N

produce drop-dom menus and clicking on the
further in to the site.

Heother alescfiptions, sources and colours. The mosr signiticant of the
headings is Heathers , and its drop dow:n atlows access to what is essentially
the old HafttU guide to heatherc. As with the previous site, rhe heaLher
cultivars are ananged firct by genus. dd then alphabeLicatly by name. To
find a Calluno,Ior example, with a name beginning with B, clickon 'caluna
and then on the letter B on the nerl page. To iind Enco mckauana, click on"Erica Hardy Lleatls" and then scroll dom to fjnd the descriprion of this
heather; under it, ln b1ue, de three separare "foms" so it is easy ro find, for
example, the vhite flowered cultivds.

Some have lamented the "disappeaJance" ofthe Handg guid€ infactithas
not disappeared but is entirely present and follows the listing in the RHS
plant nder, so every heailler avallable commercially in the Un ed Kingdom
and Irclmd is still llsted and described in Hanr:ly guide fomat. Some of the
descrlptions have been up daled; if you see any errors or discrepancies,
please let us know so they canbe amended. You mayusethenewconracrfom
which is available by cllcking on Contact" on the upper bar of the home page.

To lind a soDrce (nursery) for any heather cultivar vou nccd. as before, to
consuit the FI.ISplantJender the Society has not provided source lnfomarion
for several years because of the time consuming problems of keeping this up
to date, a rolc very adequately ftrlfitled by the RHS plantfrnder.

The colour chart is also available on this drcp,dom menu, as well as
information about cultivation, pruning md propagation.

can I help improte the uebsite2 Yes . pLease.
Heather gq.ralens. Onc senes of pages will be devoted to gardens wilh

heather collections and not just "national collecuons anlvhere in the
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world. Ifyou knov ofa ga rden that can be visited (evenjust once a yed) , please
let us have the name and address (and email, ifavailable)) , and we wlll enquire
if the garden wiu allow us to list 1t and provide a link to its website (ii one
ensts). Agajn, you may use the new contact fom which is available by clicking
on "Contact" on the upper bar of the home page.

He.lther oJthe Mo thf This provides everymember a chance to contrlbute.
For it. we need a very good (preferably, close up) digital photograph ol the
heather that you think shoDld be inclDded here we dont vant "old"
photographs bulmodem digital cameras mean we can use images taken the
verymonth. We also need 50 rOO words descdbing the merits of the heather,
its Iull name and vhere and how it is cultlvated.

"Heather oI the Month" ls on the Nevs & Events drcp'down. lt caJI and
will change every month as long as we are sent a suitable image.

Use the new contact form, which is available by clicking on "Contact" on
the upper bar oI the home page, to let us know about a suitable heather; do
not send images via the contact fom, please.

wiu nurseries be listed or gircrr reciprocal tinks? Yes. Memberc who
om or run nursenes are invlted to contact the Adminisbator about this as
soon as possible. Please provide a "1ogo" or a suitable thumbnail image that
can be used, the URL (if you have one), and not more thd 30 wods oI
descriptlon /information in the folloMng form (thts ts a flcHttous exaDpre !l .
Nurse eswhich donothave awebsiteshould giveapostal address and phone

TippitiMtchetNursery, Inwell, Norfolk, UK: Andromeda, Caluna, Daboecia,
hardy Erica: 50 cultivaJs available, all home-propagated: specializing in
gaJishly dyed heathers for colour-conscious gardenersi mail order seNice to

we will request a reciprocal link ftom the nursery webslte. Note that The
Heather Society does not endorse suppliers nor recommend nurceries, so
llstjng on the Society's website, or the provision ofa link, does not imply my

Again, you may use the new contact form which is available by clicking on
"contact" on the upper bar of the home page.

Contact uslThe contactpage {upperbar, right hand sidel provides a fom
for sending messages to the Society. This is already proving valuable and is

He.rther garden designr thls faciliq, was exEemely complicated with a
vasr number of links which required the input of hundreds of thousands of
pieces of infomation. It could not be copled on to the nev site and has had

The site vill eventually be managed by Alan Kay and Charles Nelson.

Wffi



vol-. 7. NO. 13. SUMMER 2011 TIII HIATHER SOCIETY AULLETIN

Connemara Chat
Susle Kay

Slashadbum,slashandchop,s lashandshred!wel l . thatwashowi tvas
plamed for this winter, but we were well dd truly defeated by narure. I
momed about tle winter of2OO9'IO, never guessing that nine months laier
itwould retum with greater severi6'. Novembcr 240, the tempemture dipped
below freezing truly unheard of on the AUantic seaboard of the West of
Ireland. This continued with one or two short interludes of slightly milder
weatler untll March-

It was impossible to do any of the major pruning of the trccs and shrubs
that we had hoped to achieve. Even puiting fingerless mitts insidc the
gadening gloves dld not stop the hands from freezing up in a short space
ofiime, which soon made me retreat indoors. It wasn t much wamer rhere
either. Once again the water was lost and the ice on the small dam was roo
thick to break to encourage some sort of flow down the mountain. It onlv
rcached -7-C. butjust a few miles away at the head ofthe Killary, Ireland s
only tord, ca$ vere recording 17-C. Soon it was very obvious that South
Alrican plants do not like this weather and they slowly succumbed aid
turned that inviting shade of brown, which indicates only one thing rhey

Cape Heaths, Watsonias, Osreospemuru, Resttos. nearly all gone. I think
the reason the damage vas bad as this was because it was tne second rimc
the plmts had been subjected to such severe cold for a long period. I vas
particularly saddened by the passing ofthe E-.anaiaculatll There wcre three
plants, each about lwo metes tall. which had provided a grand spectacle in
carly spdng, but now no more. So this is the story for several aeas of the
garden. which means I have to move on in a big way, because where a plant
has been pulled out. the plants abutting it have a brown sidc md it is a big
question as to how many plants should be removed.

Itis going to be lnterestingto see how Enca branches blm on tlle fire. Thev
certainly seem toweigh quitealot.The Restios, which had grown intomassive
clumps have been attacked with the hedge trimmer as bcing the quickestway
to cut them dom. instead ofcutting each wiur secateurs. Restio srems cm t
go through the shredder, so they have to be carted to abankwe are trying ro
build up by the stream.

I started my summer heather pruningln the middle of Mech and thoughr
that the European heathers had mmaged to come through the cold, but nov
a month on, there actually does seem to be some damage. The crnereas and
Daboecaas do not look too good with very httle sign of spdng tips. My o$,n
Calluna connemara Colleen is looking etremely bedraggled in one bed, and
yet a few newer plants in another position look much healthier. So is it a
question ofshelter as well? My neighbour has removed a lot of trees on her
slde of the stream and a week of strong gales is fd more noticeable in our
gddennow. Nowthatwe arc stdting the removal of our tall dead plants.l am
slow]y losing layers of shelter that have slowly built up over thc yeds.
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The horrid wind and the loss oI shelter caused aJroiher casualty at the
beginning of Apd. An E. Iusitanica, which had already pdtially laid itseif
dom, so measured almost2 metreswide by l 5 metres tall, was found to have
several branches snapped off at the base. More ffrewood!!

Conffned lobanacks, aswewere, wehad amusingdayswatchingthebirds
that were availing themselves ofthe food that was bejng supplied. MyArbutus
unedo vas covered in its strawberry fruits, but the arrival of a flock oI
Iieldfares, stripped these olTin a very short space of time. Having eaten L\eir
fill they all flew off except for one bird. By this time we were also putting out
rotten apples and this fella (orgirl) kept all our local blrds atbayin an effort
to claim each apple for himself. The bird had a very menacing ex?ression as
he strutted up and down the front patio md he was not at all fazed by our
watchlng ftom the other side ofthe gtass.

Despite all the doom and gloom, the winLer heathers have provided a
wonderful display md prove that I can manage to grow somerhing in this
benighted gdden. I should chase up people vho have rare E. en?enasas they
do realiy rvell Iorme. Ifyou do have any, please bring them to the Conlerence

Having started to remove dead md ailing plants, I am now pursuing a
policy of disposing of stulT that is no longer giving me pleasure. From my
attendace at the Penriih Conference in 1997, I had obtained a cutting ofE.
platgcodon, Madein Gold . I had greatsuccess with cutlings from my original
plant and had used these to provide shelter and to fill up empry spaces. I m
now ripping several of them out and replacing them vi1h E.arendsiana,
which was a cross between E. terminolis and E..inereamade by GeorgArends
and produ ced by Kurt Kramer. I find this plant intrigDing as it flowers through
the late winter to Spring. even tnough its parents usually bloom in the
summer- I have also had great success in striking cuttings ofthis plant a-rld
will have to getbusyinJuneto increase mystock.ltseems notto mindbeing
pruned severely although this does mean there de fewer flowers the following
yed, but, as I am hopingto obtain a very bushy plant, which I shall then allow
to grow up into a bit of a shelter, I do not mind-

On my dally walk round the gdden, I amnov confronted wjth these bare
spaces and I am pondering what to plant. which will tolente my diffictllt
conditions? I have mentioned before thal I am surrounded by Cailuna,
E.ctnereo. Daboecia and -e.tetratlr, and yet when in the gdden, they do not
seem to do very well at all. (This is not quite true as some ofthe plants that
I am removing have been there Ior fifteen yearsj. The idea is now to choose
heathers vhich will last another lifteen years md that should see me out. The
temptation is to plmt more and more winter heathers. which grcw tall and
never seem to fail. E. camea does not do very well here at all, so that would
mean E x darlegens ts and E- engeno, but then the garden would not look very
good in summertime.

on past experience, E. udgons have groEn into big bushes, but they do
take a while to becoDe estabiished. Then there de the uotsonits and
l1)illiaruii.s, but Lhis winter even these have suffered a little. There is always
thebotherof the saltladenwindwhich seems to producenastybrom patches
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and the same with the mackavanas. The choice is bewildering reatly dd
should provide a lot to think about in the next few monLhs.

I did take alotofcuttings lastyear, but there was a disasterwirh two thirds
of them vhen they were potted on. They did not like the compost md
immediately tumed up their toes. Therefore I do not now have a lot ofstock
and we alt know that Gdden Centres do not really siock all rhosc specialist
cultivaJs aJld that the number of growers has reduced subsrantially.

Having had a failed p1m for the winter, perhaps I am being a bit optimistic
in making a plan for the summer. First I must Iinish the clea ng out aJld then
I shall lighdy fork over all the aJeas. Therc vill be an amazinEnumberofsmall
sronps.  I  l -dve now com. to l -e (oni  lusron rhdt  Lhey a je r ;produ( ing urder
the soil, but as you know. I always have a use for thcse stones. They will be
going in the paths berween the raised beds in the vegetable ga rden. AJrer ihis,
I shall cover each space vith the home-made shredded mulch dd then resist
the urge to nll the spacc with any plani I can ffnd. I shall be good and allow
the Rumex acetosa, Sheep Sorrcl, to come through and then I shall pounce
with my Roundup, probably getting abit ofcollateral damage lo a fev strands
olsome precious adjacent heather on the way- Yes this happens roo much.
I must be more c&etuI. I realisc that I am beginning ro sound like aJI auld
fmer of these parts; it is either too cold or too hot, too dry or roo wet. too
windy, or too still. But ihe spnng has arrived aJld those ptants that wde
spded are putting on theirnew growth, lrces have burst in to lile, the Cuckoo
has arived ll Td,Apnlj and a pat ofswallows have raken up residence in the
shedi so som€ optimism is retuming dd I have newvigourfor getting our and
making the plans happen.

I read with great interest the accounts of heather in bridal bouquets ed
t}le freezing offlower stems lElla MayWulfand Josie Srowin tne SprinA 201l
Aul lpFnl .  Thi \  ea\F me d ided lor  a .omp.r i r ion tor  IaA . I -h I  ounrry
Womens Association. akin to the Women s Institure in Bdtain. We had ro
decorate an egg. So I cullongheather stems md stuck them to ihc hardboiled
egg, (see photo on centre pages). won ffrst prizel

Writing a few days later after re reading my Bullerin, I sec that I am not the
first to stick heather racemes to somethlng, but I had not seen rhe airicle
before and I now think double sided sticky tapewould have been a better idea
tha Evostick.

I have one bed that has proved to be disastrous. It is known as paddy s bcd,
named after the De who came wilh his di!€er to help malc the bed. rr was
conslructed after we had built the conservatory, as I imagined, sltting wth
glassofwine inhand. that I would be guing at a bed full ofsuDmer hearhers.
We cm onty very raJely sit outside in the evenings, as the mldges always
defeat us. Every twe ofsummer flovering heatler has been tried and none
has reallymade the $ade. It isjust a sticky mess under the mulch. A drain
was put ir, huge quantlties of sed were incorpoEted, it has been dug so
many times aid still nothing really rhrived, except for one dvdf conifer.
which is now too big. So, I have given in and having found an assorrment of
white winter flowering heaihers, o gin long forgotren_ I have planted them
with a long pep talk as to how they arc to perform.



I hav€ now potted on roughly 45O cuttings, but on past history, I am not
holdrng out great hopes; but wouldn't it be wondeful if they ali $ew into
lovely plants and I corlld ltll all those empry spaces. one of these days, I hope
to vrite about some gleat achievement. If ever there ls one, I shall be sure to

Sybil Peuy r92O - 2OrO
I must apologlse to Society members and to fomer members of the South

west Local Group, who remember Sybil Perry, for not infoming you, via the
Spring Bulletin, that Sybil, age 90, sadlypassed away on 6th Novembe.r 20 r O.
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Sybil was a stalwart suppoter of
the Society ed the South West Local
Group and with her husbmd Des
attended the majonv of the Local
Group meeungs over the manyyears
of its a{stence md also altended
many of the Society Conferences.

hen Des and Sybil joined the
Socie8 ihey were h\.'ing in Market
LavinE;ton in Wiltshire dd on severat
occasions ln\,'ited members of the
SW Lcal Group to view their garden
and to take refreshment. In tater
years Des and Sybil moved to
FarDham to be with thelr son James
and hls family but they sutl rcmained
avid supporters of the Society. In

2003 Des and Sybil moved back west, to Paulton 1n Somerset, again to be close
to their son JaInes, but by then thef difffculty with mobility prevented either
ofthem attending meetings and con ferences. ln 2008 Des and Sybil celebrated
th€ir Diamond weddlng Anniversary and the Society was pleased to
congatulate them in the Autumn Bulletin of that year. Sybil was an avld letter
Miter remaining in contact with ma.ny of the Society menbers to Mthin a few
months of her passing away.

Sybil will alrays be remembered as a kind and generous pdson, a friend
to many and always interested in the affairs of the Society and I extend the
Society s condolences to Des, who himself still takes a keen interest in the
Society's fortunes.
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Home Page oJ ttE neu uebsite

AIIen HaII's Nortl]" Border -
Before and aJtel
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Susie KlaiJ s garden

Heather bed LDith earlA
rhadodendrons

Heather decorated egg

Winter heatherc and stream

Susie craing ouer dead Erica canaliculata
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wlnter Woes
Alle! Hall reports from Lelcestetshire

The 2O1O/2OI l Mnter ln Dngland is said ro have been the cotdest since
l9IO, md December 20lO the coldest December since records began. It was
certainLy the coldest I have expericnced since I begm growing hcatherc and
lts effect on my garden was devastating.

When the biting cold of Deccmber had eased a bit after Chrisrmas. I
suNeyed the garden and vas astonished io see thar among the heathers
destroyed werc aI my Erica erigenas, and a nunber of Enca Dagans. The
remaining ,agans werc so damaged that they Mll havc ro beremoved. These
plants succumbed mainly to stippingofbarkand splitting srems. Manyother
plants were destroyed or damaged but somehow I was most shocked by the
loss of plants of these species thar I have always considered hddy jn the
Dnglish Midlands.

For therecord otherspecies md plants thatwere either destroyed or baalty

E .aiiarts and some of its x Lratsonii hybrlds. In parricular the tender E
ctlians Fada des Serras, inboduced from Poftugat by John Tucker, was
killed. John gave me my pldt 20 and more years ago, but rtrisyear evcn the
one I had in:rheated greenhousc died (though not from frosr dmage) so r am
lcil Mthout any. llowcver, Fada Des Seras used to seed very freely md if
seedlings appear I may yet enjoy its dusky bells again.

E multlJlara
E platucodon (a mature planl situated in a very shelrered place).

E urruteliata David Small was destroyed bur thewhite folm, Ainc Smalt.
groiing etsewhere in the gdden was unrouched_

E x oJraeurcpaea
D x gaudilicans
Ex ueatchii Pink Joy and Exetcr'but E x ,e .hii'Westbourne crove was

relatively little harmed.The charactertstics ofthis planrlem strongly lowards
ils orborea parenl.

Some pldts suffered oniy light damagc md these wcre:
Daboecia c.tnbbnca

E platucodan ssp. maderincola
Ex arendsiana Chanwood Pink
Ex darlegensts
Ex uillioruii
E x grillithrii
Ofall these losses, I think I regret most that of D lusftanica. I tirsr made
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my acquaintance with this splendid species at a mcering of the Southem
Group many years ago. Our then Chaiman, ceneral Turyin, invariably
attended Group meetings wcring a buttonhole of heathers inseason and on
one occasion he was spotlng some E iusaranicaracemcs. From him t lear-ned
oft]levaluable characteristics of ihe species-its tong flo$.ing season and its
gorgeous white bells that open from red buds.

The plants I lost this vinter were off-springs ofthose I obtained after mv
conversation with General Turpin. However, E lusiianica 1s most easily
propagated from seed and, as it happens. I coilecred some in 2006. I sovcd
these in February this yed and they geminaied after 6 weeks.

I suspectthatmost ofthepink umbellatas $owing in Brittsh gardens are
(or perhaps were) un named cloncs. E untbellara is mother species rhal
propagates easilylrom seed. So in February, I sowed somethar I had collected
in 2004 arld these too germinated in 6weeks. The riny scedlings now grolL.ing
in my geenhouse give me promise for the iu|ure.

Is it really worth trying to learn lessons fromthefreakweatheroftherecent
vinter? I now understand more clearly why E caiiaris and E Dagans are nor
natlve north ofDorset. The winter demonsrates again thatgaJdenshave ureir
om microclimates.I noted that young cultivarc planted lastseason survivcd
better than established ones. For example someyoung E crnerea appear ro be
undamaged while established pldts ofthe same kind were either desrroyed
or -uf lpred bddly.  l r  app.ds ro mF rhal  Lhn mar ed ro l iaee of  Lhc td t rer  rended
to hold lrozen snow ard ice well after the sturdy young plants wcre ctear,
giving them a better chance of swival

I have however only told parrofthestory. Many plants surived untouched
and some of them rather surpdsingly. As would be expected related genera,
Arctostophgios-uDa ursi, Cassaope and Phvllo.{oce were fine_

All the Coliuna uulgans cultivars I have suNived untouched
Also undamaged werel
E arborea Alberts cold and'Estrella cold

E spiculifolia

E x gorJorthensis
E x oLlenburcensE
Daboecia zorka (how surp singll
I do not have a]ly E manipubaoragrowing outside my cultivds succumbed

Lastly I am happy to report thal a cultivar introduced by Steve yandte in
2009, En ox rrotsonii Allcn Hall has survived the winter.
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Rlchard Canovan reports on wluter damage ln the
West Courrtry:

The excepuonally severe weather that set ln over the west colmtly duing the
last week ofNovember and lasted with only minor breaks lor a month was feared
to have caused much damage to the less hardy varieties. At Llnehm both the
mean maximlm and mean minimum temperatures were 5 deg C below nomal.
However. unlike ftuther west and north. there was not the combhation of cled
skies and deep snow to produce really low minimum tempemhnes. Frosts nearly
as severe recurred in late January without sn@. Nor wde thse the dmaging
snowfalls like in 2009 and 2010. Rather the thick cover ofdry snow seems to have
protected the plants, helped by two cold spells in late Octobd that brought sharp
frosts and induced early dolmancy rather than much soft late groMh as
happened in 2OO5 and 2009. But there rere rrrmy days with Feezing winds and
persistent ftost. Both the winter and spring have been extremely dry: March and
April have been drier than the d.oDght yed of 1976.

E ri.a n',,nipul!flan and ErLax94ff thsiihave suffered only minor defoliation
and shourd recover. Enca x gaudifcotrs even in pots and Erica sicda
subsp. bocqueriihave con{irmed themselves as
extremety hardy plants wit}l no damage. My
one plant of E ica x darlevensis ?urelie
Bregeon appears undamaged. Even plants in
pots of Etixa mackoUana, Enca @tualix and
Erica unL'ellata collected in Spain in 2007
suruived.  o lder  p lanls  suf fered more damage,
including Ertca x ueatchi Gold Tips .

The main victims have been cultivars of
Enca engena. With the excepuon of Rosslare
which has only b€en planted for six years all
cuiuvars have suffered a degrce of defoliation.
This has been severe on clauca and Superba
where it appears to have been associated v"'iih
lifting ofthe bark. This is probably a cumulative
impact ofthree successive harsh winters. The
excepuonal dryness is not helping rccovery.
They wiII have to be cut back hard in the hope
ol stimulaung new growlh.

The other featDre vas the lateness of the
blooming of early flowerers and ihe earliness

Splat stems on
Erica australis Mr Robert'

of the spnng flowearng varieties. The record breating vlr]T Apnl has led to
early fading and a concentrated pruning season.

Rtchs.rd slso srltes: This is Philip Eden s Weather Onl-ine summary of
the severe weatner in November to December 20lO:

The CenttuI EnAIand Temperature (CYI) oJ nrr.us O.5C (31.1F) u6
5.6degc bebu tLe long-term mean, and ttte louestJor Decenber since 1a9o.
The last colendar nonth UJith a suh-zero CET u6 February 1986. The CEIJ'T
the coldest 30 dau periLvJ, _from NoDenber 27 to Decenber 26 it]fl'Jstue, r,os
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minrLs 1.6'C - unprccedentedJor ana 30 d.aA spell so earlU in rhe sedson.
ThatreallytellsthestoryforaUoln.erlTeriencessomightbehelptul. Heispast

Presldent of the Royal Meteorological Socieqr as we as Weather Edlor for the
Daily and Sunday Telegraph. Thadi goodness there werc those earty frosts.

For Ap l he writes:
Four aears ago I urcte ttnt-feu r.ont|6 cnlnd taE leJft so ruch sfarEricol

debris in tleir uake than han April2OO7 . Well, April 2Oj t has imtctled it. In the
Central EnglmdTenperature re.ofi. r|hich stretches back to 1659, the uarcst
Apil before 2oo7 had accuned in t a65 with a n(mthla nean teftVeraturc o.f
10.6 C. In 2OO7 ttml uos brcken bA the bide mugin af O.6'C, and nou in 2Oj I
that in tum has been brakeft ba tte et)en uider narsin oJ 0.a C.

The CentratEnslannTenperature (CEr) aJ 12.O C bas 3.9 C oboue tLe long
tenn metLn, ard the hohestJor April in the entire CET re@td.

That alsoputs things into perspective and explains the foliage colour. No
wonder my heathers do not know whar is happening! At this late Erica
terminalis vill be out by the spdng bank holiday. tjDsr hope the summer is
not like 2007.

Dophne Everett reports on wlnter damage ln llerefordshlre

All laJge plants of Enca en?eno were either killed or severely damaged,
whcreas a litUe hedge oftwo year old plants came through unscathed.

Enca uagans badly damaged
Enca x gri-f/ithsii badly damaged
Enca mckagana Dr Ronald cray a very few signs of life
Enca nackagana Shining Light - completely dead
Enca caliaris damaged - but recovering
Erica x darleyensts a llttle damage
Erica r. uarsonii badly damaged
CaIIuna Dulgaris, Erica cameq, Erica tetralix and. Daboecias came rhrouph

with little damage

For winter dmage in lrelalld - see Susie Kay s 'Connemara Char".

When is a Knot Gardea rot a Knot Carden?
Dephne Everett

The answer is - aJter the hardest winter for over IOO yeds.
Our knot garden has played an important pdt in our gardcn for the tast

twenry years. It has reatured in mey magazines, appeded on Belgian TV md
has evenbeen copled by Si! Roy Suong for his garden, "The taskett , so seeing
it looking so sad afterthislasthddwinter, with allthelittlehedgcs comDletelv
dead.  wds qui re a b lo$.

We hadnt planned on'pletinga healher knot garden onginaly it was
the expense of having to buy seveml hundred box plants that made me sir
back dd have a re-think.
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At that timewe had anurserywit]l around 250 Lhousand heathers growing
in it, so I was su.e I coDld find a couple ofvarieties rhat would Eive a similar
e l ler t .  sd Er i .a  pr ioono W. T.  Rackt i l f .  wrm i ts  br ig t -  grFFn l ; t rdqe rd r idv
growth, and itsyeUowsport, colden Lady. seemed ideat. The darkerfoliaged
cones in the beds were of-O. eriqena lish Dusk.

However, th€y say every disaster creates m opportunty so, aJter a few
days spent mouming the knot gdden s loss, we npped everything out (dead
heathers make averyhotbonlirell and I started to thinkabourits replacement.

Ratho the replant wlth E^lra eniqena I decided to ry EtLca x .ladegensts rhis
time. Kramers Rote seemed a good choice foi the green hedges and t had pleni]
of plets in the garden I could get cuttings from, but, jinding a yellow foliaged
darkgensF was more diflicult most of them, like'Tweety and Mary Helen were
too broue, so I decided instead to Dse Enca x grillrfisii valerie crilnfis .

This was not a good idea as it happcned. Valerie Crifliths had sufered
badly in our gaiden and was looking raiher sad. And ahhough I rdcd all the
likely mail order nurseries, no one had dy large plants for sate that I could
strip for cuttings, in fact no one had ally for sale ar all.

Then, in a pufr of smoke (well- maybe that s a lie) my hiry godfarher
appeaJed, in the shape ofJohn Hall ofWhitehall Nursery in Hampshire. He
offered me some plants of the golden foliaged Enca x rlarleUensis Moonshine
dd, mostgenerously, scntmethree huge plmts {from which I could getmore
$an cnough cu ingct  .ompler ' l !  f ree o.  iharg, .  Aren r  hearhei  pc"p"
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I nowhavc dound athousaid Little plants growing on in our nurserv aJea
and. with luck, the knot garden will be replanted thls autumn.

g. & A. from The Heather Society's new website
n: A long shor :  \4v n"me rs John s jmme-\on dd mv s i - ,e-c name
Vbef4re she wd- mdnpd $.-  MargdJer s immerson.  $e d-e r . .Jrcd ro

th.  larF Alan Tcvlor  who dred .n lq9l  and wF knoq he $c-  i r  proce--  of
naming some heatherc after us. Mv sister's name is in a book ofheatherc but
mine is not. I was wondedng aJter all these ycds if these heathers arc sLili
erownorcanbe grosTl as Alan was going to send us some but died suddentv.
Ifpossible itwould bc nice to obtaln somc to grcwin our gai-den as a memento

John Simmerson
: Both Calluna Dulgoris Margaret Simme.son and Cailuna
Duigar6 Uohn Slmmcrcon were named the names are recorded in

our database. Alas, there is nothing to indicate that the plmts are known in
commercial production, &d thus the chanccs they are er:tant is rarher small.
The infomation ve have is scmt:'John Stmm€rson': Yearbaok oIThe Heather Societa 2 l8,: 57 lr979l.

No description kno$Tr.
Found by Mrs Ddith Godbolt (Altadena, Crowborough, Sussex, Englandl

in  1976.
'Margafet srmmelson' . Yearbook aJThe Heather S@iee 2 (gt 5Z (r97 9)l

T. L. Underhill, Heaths & heathers: r54 (1990i znd edn).
Flowers cyclamen coloured.
Found by Mrs Edlth codtrolt (Altadena, Crowborough, Sussex, Engtdd)

in 1976.
Does dymemberof the Society still grow either ofthese heathers. or know

oflive plants in my garden?
lNote: Cauuna uulgarE Edith Godbolt is dot]leroftheheatherc associated

with Alan Taylor. According to the database it was a seedting raised by Taylor
dd introduced by Denbeigh Healher Nu6eries in 1975i Ddith codbolt is
very floriferous, with ltlac pink (H111 flowers.l

Charies tvelson
l . \ :  T \ i s  M n r e r  l h d \ .  b o u g h r . . r o m  a  \ f i e r u  o  s o u r - , c s . a - c i n c r i o n o l
\ : .a l luno of  De red k lnrc '  lo l iaAe ype.  ThFv d l l  suai rFd ,hF wors l

weather  but  have nos d ied.  ThFy -F.med ro "dry our  ld tLho|gt -  wFre kFpr
moistl dd the "leaves" md stems became broM and crumblv. Thev are jn
po -  "nd nFxr  ro a se 'e i  | lon of  fn-o whi ,  h  dJe dorng $ e .  I  woutd t rk ;  : ]dv ice
on tne probable cause ofdeath, and cde ofany future Cailuna i may bur. I
llve in Lmcaster and hope to grow the plants in pors or troughs.

Richard Jones
: It is probably easiest to approach the problem by flrsrly eliminating

Pest6: Headrers de susceptible to attack from vine wcevil. The symptoms
may be visible on the main stemsjust at or belov soil level whcre the extenor
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bark (cambial layerJ is eaten. Symptoms are not usuallv noticed until
wa]Terweather when the plant cannot sustain ilselfin warmer conditions
and appears to die ofdrought. The compost in the affected region is often
seen to be of a finer compositlon. Whilst all piants in a range of pot sizes
can be affected, plants in rhe smaller containers are not usually attacked.
I litre heathers or larger more cstablished plants surer greater risk of
damage. Affected planls should be removed as soon as signs devisible and
removed from site.

Dl6eas€: It is unlikely thal the plants would have died so quickly of
disease, especially in the colder months.

Compost: Iris unlikely that adverse soil condltions would cause death ol
the plants so quickly unless they have been over-fertilized, but then the other
Enco would also have been affected ifthey receivcd the same treatment.

Watering: You stale that they were keptmoistso lack ofwatershould not
be a factor needing consideration.

Root death: This is the most likely cause of plant death with the
slnnptoms you describe. Assuming the plmts were hardened or they
should have su ived the Mnter without a problem. lf the roois/compost
was frozen and the foliage was exposed to dry, cold winds over apedod that
would replicate damage akin lo drought. As we havejDst experienced one
ofthe coldestwinters forgenerations, ercirding the passibiLita o.fDine LDeeDil
attack, then my view is that this is the most likely cause ofdeath althougb
I cannot explain why thcy should have succumbed and not the other
heathers in the same vicinity, albeit win tcr flowering Enca are more tolerant
oI advcrse soil conditions.

Plants should grow well in lDbs or boughs given the correct soil, but thcy
must not be allowed to dry out as they do not forgive you that injustice.
Conlainer growing is not a problem as all commercial producels adopt this
production system. A sun ny position, light fceding, coneci soil, an occasional
trim alld sufficient to drink will keep them happy.

I hope this is ofhelp and wish you rencwed success.
DaDid Edge

n:  I  have "  s l  ddy p l " ,  e  rn mJ I 'onr  gdden bene" I  mv bay wrndow
\Zwor ld hFdf ' '  ' "  b ,  su i r .b le Lo p dnr  here

A :  Hedrher \  du nor  rn g.ncrc l  Lhnve n shddF hey sr l l  g 'oq LJr  rhcr
la.Ml l  nor  fower wel l  and wi l l  nor  d. r - lup hc i r  lo i ia te co nu_.

Charles Nelson
11:  My sol  gerr  md.r teo on 30 \4.v  dd I  wnl l . l  l rke ro r -F d hedlh i  r
\ {wh, .h is  'n  b loom or  ue momenr .n my gddFn fur  udr  bu,  onholes.

.dn you advi re me on hok ru pr  ese^ e Lhe he" her  fo-  he n.xr  I  wo and J hal l
weeks ' how best to dry it or should I leave it on water?

Lorreine McDonald
A :  Dryrnghei lhers ' -  a  rarhF-uncef l  drn bu\rn.5s b.cru-c.  $her  dred.

, l .ahearher .  lend ro arop d l .  Lher  nos"rs and le.vec ledvrng f luw.r l ,  - -
sticks behind. They can be dried, but aJly touching or moving is going to be
rather catastrophic so sen trying to make the buttonhole will not work.
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Dned heather in an armgement may keep but only because it is sratic.
Thebest way would be to lind a source of fresh healhers ed use the fresh
ilowers, picked the day before {not more ifyou can help ltl.

Charies lvelson
t- l :  \av ddughrer  F Bcl rbg ml f icd .  f ie  end o l  o. tober  and I  would
VhkF ro make ra b le napk.n de.or3r  ions us ing hFarh.r  dnd nbbon.  Her

br ide-maids are wedr 'nA J Mne-re. l  .o lour  a id I  would Ike to know l t  rhere
are any hcathers tnat flower dunng the month ofOctober. The colour chart
shows two colourc: Hg (beetroou and H5 lruby).

,lennu Marsh.rll
A :  Th. 'e  de somF col luno lhnglvar ier iFs rhar  hdvFLhisnower io lour .

. .abur  predi . r ing Lhar rhev u4l l  be in  Lh. i r  pr ime in Iare Ocrobcr  i -
hazardous. Flowering times are only very approximate dd depend on
numerous factors, not just veather.

On The Heather Society s web site. clickon the upper bar "Heathers , and
then select Calluna". This provides m alphabetic llst oI ling available
commercially L1 the UK. You need to search each of the sepaJate pages for'H9 or "H5' to find the names of the heathers. For example on page A it will
match Allegretto' which starts ln August and continues into Ocrober - but
these are appronmate.

Be awde that most ofthevarieties thatyou will find ar.e the so-called "bud
bloomers" tlat means the flowers never open wide but remain as tight,
pointed buds. Fiom a distance they can be colourful, but from close up will
perhaps looks rather spdse.

You might be Mser to chose a double flowered vriety such as Peter
Sparkes or 'Kinlochruel, and not wo.ry about matching the colour of the
dresses, butlindlng the heatherc in thetpnme in late October is going to be

Charles Nelson
n :  I  h J p p e n , o h a v e - o m e h c d L h e r s e e d s  l b e h F v F f i  o m t n c l o o k s o r  r h e
\Zbrdn.h rhFv Jre.a/ luna uulgorB.  ud f rom evFryone I  ra l^  to .  i r  seems

d ! e r y  d i l l c u l l  u n d F f l a l u n g r o g e L I h F m t o e . r m r n d r . d d  f e n  o g . r  r h . m t o
grow in llover gardens. I am in Cenbal Alberta, Canada, ed I believe it is
considered zone 3 over here. I wasjust wondering ityou have any advice or
hints on how to germinate these very beautiful plmts. Thank you.

Brian CoIIier
A  :  T h e r e  r s  n o  g r e r r  d i i r i . u l , v  g e r m r n a l . n g  r h e  r r e s h  s e e d \  o f  l r n g

I l l . . t l luno rutgar is t  f rv  to  remove the sFed\  r rom rhe remr, jn ,s  o l
the flowers. Sprinkle the "clean seeds thinly on top ofsome well,firmed
domcompost usealime free potting compost sutable for rhod odendrons
and camellias. Water with a fine spray using rainwater iI possibie, and
al lowto dra in.  Coverthe potorseed t raywi th g lass or  t ransparenL p last ic
{or enclose the pot in a plastic bag) to prevent the compost drying out.
Place in a cool, well-lit place, but not in direct sunlight. and wait
patiently. when the seedlings are large enough to handte they can bei,ery
carefully potted on.

Calluna ts a very hddy plant, but its hediness is adjudged to extend to
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USDA zone 5,  wi th only  a few cul t ivars sui table for  zone 4.
Naturalizedpopulatlons ofling do occur in coastal areas in westem (Vancouver
lslandj and eastem (NeD'foundldd) Canada. Groving it in zonc 3 is going to
be a problem as the plants will need protection durjng winter.

Charles lvelson

Group News

North Eest
There is no news fiom the Norlh Easl Group lhis time.

Yorkshlre
Our group had an excellent meeting on Saturday, l2th Mdch at Askhm

Richard when we verc pleased to welcome a Dew member to ou small regular

Although my home ln Askham Richard only has a small garden. tlle winter
heathers were looking good and discussion ensued on how membe$ plmts had
suvived a second very cold winter. Itwas interesung to note that E rulnlpd!flora
had coped well when supposed to be tender. but the Idsh, E. erigem lrad
succumbed to the liost.

The second meetjng of the year was held Saturday, 28th May. The toplcs
discussed were the RHS garden itself and t}le :fHS slide library, as this is
desperate need of digital photographs. The 35mm slides de fading dd losing

The group will nexl meet on Tuesday, 5b July at 2.OOpm to visit the 14 acre
Bree,.v Knees gdden on drF ourskifls oi York.

A fiIther Yorkshire grolrp meerhg wil be held at RHS Harlow Carr on
Saturday, l Tth September 20 r 1 . The programme has to be ananged for urai
meeuna 

Jean Preston

Home Count ies

There is an event aranged forWisleyon 1 Octoberviththe SureyBeekeeperc
Associauon about heathers and honey.

I have bem asked about changing the localion wiOin Wisley, bul in any case
we will neet as usual at lO.3O 10.45 outside tie main entrance with a tour of
the National Colection folowed by lr.rnch with the event with t}te SuEey
Beekeepers starting at 2 pm about heathds dd honey.

BarrA Sellers
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USEFUL ADDRESSES
Society s nebsite: www.hcarhe60.iery org uk

Chairn.n & r',/i.r ,rdr.a, idju a an a.
Steerin8 Mr. D EdBe. Forcr EdgeNursery. venvood Roid. woodtands. wimbons.
ConDittee BH2l 3Ll F,r: (01202) 329561

T..asn.e. Mr. P.L Joyner.34 Kinro$ Roid. Rushingron,Tonon. sourtranDron. H.mpshne,
SO409BN s,Lxl: philjolner@butrrefrer com T?lr (02330) 364116

Secrel.rJ & C.trtil Mtr^/Htu .f xlnl! |
SlideLibr.rian M* J Prenon. March.N . Mdn Sreer,Askham Richtud yrrk, yo2l3pT.

c,i.,/: prenon.iulianj'aSDrarl.con L/r (019041r0r1t6

yturbook Eiliror Aiitl.tJat tlk yanba.k / Nu'tti.fH!.llre6
& Reghlr.r Dr EC Nelson

Fo rde r l i k  seeb rckcovc '

Balleti Edirof N.tc:, udnltsJ.t 1l)e Etlt.titr
M( D. Evcrcn.The Bbnu!. Bringnl. Heretodshne, wR6 5TA.

r - ,m i r : eve ren@ba 'nu rco .uk  ? . / : 10  r85 )432206

Adninistriror srrr.,irtdn! o\t.,tt, rrhtkutn ): d.
Dr EC. Nekon
For ddiih - *e bdckcove.

conterence \,lrs s Ka]. Ldrc4esh Ean, Re'vyte. co Gatw.y. Rcpublic ottretaDd
Manager d"rdili s0sielGrgofiee indieo.lc Isl: (0015195) dj5?5

C.oDpOrgrnisers(Xez.,t?r,)ou vi I'. r.tt v.lco e at at! locat n..hE ot r[it!)

E,sr Nlidl'nds Mr. A Hdl. t0. UDD{ Gtrcr. Nanprnran, Lo+hborough. Lers LEll :lsc
s ,m i l r h r l l a32@r i sc . t i . o . uk  T . t r ( 01509 )213921

NorrhEasr M6 D M.\lmier. Liidecrotr, Ctlck.cnrni. ponletand. Newcantc.upod.Tyne.
NE20eRQ ?? / r  ( 0166 t )  323299

Hone Counlies Mr. B Selle6.3Crofr Road. Norhtrry, Londotr Sw16 tNF.
. n.i/: scllesbdy @ aot com

sourh lvesl Mr P L Joyner, 31 Kirr.ss Roid. Rushingron. ToroD, sourtmnprod. Hdmpshire.
so,109BN s,kiiliphitjoyncf@brinrder..om rrr(02330)3641:16

Yorkslrir€ Dr.J. Gdffiths.9. AshleaClose. Leeds. wee Yorkshne LS25 tjx
I1l: (0||:12) 361149


