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DIARY OF EVENTS

20L2

Date to be armomced NorthEast Socialcathering

20 January CI,OSING DATD FOR SPRING BULLDTIN

March (date to be announced) Yorkshire HarlN Carr

20 May CLSING DATE FORSIJMMER BULLDTIN

f,,lay (date to be amouncedl Yorkshire Hdtow Carr

Septer$s (date to be amounced) Yorkshire Haiow Carr

A ctft of Membership for 2Ol2
The Society is keen to encourage new nembers tojoin. Every exisring
member could assist by g1\,ing a year's membership as a gift. Remember, it
is a gift that will last until the close of 2012t Fill out all aDDlication fom
{one i -  enclo<pd for  you Io use,  ror  a fani ly  member or  "  i . ie 'a ,  -om". ,e
keen on gardenLrg and the outdoo.s, and teave the rest to us.
For each glft membership we will send you a beautlful bell heather cdd
vvith a pdnted message inside A fDll year's memberchip ofThe Heather
Society Ior 2Ol2 is sent with very best Mshes by ... foryou to
personalize and give to. or send on ro, the intended reciDtent.
Short ly  before Lhe New \  ed.  we Ml l  sFnd r l ]e  recrprFnr  a teLrer  or  " . t .ore
a complimentary coloDr chart and badge. with a copy of this Bulletin ...

For only 415 Ior UK addresses, or €18 for Europe, or S21 an.lvhere etse.
you can \o lvF your  g i l | '  pr  oblcm'  ard grre a wrrote l  ear 's  pteasur . .
Ifyou wat this for a Chnstmas gift please make sure your rcquest is
received by the Adminlstrator before the end ofNovember. ADDlications
rF.e i led d l , . r  Lhar  mdy mean tnp (drd doF'  no '  reach you on i im. .
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Chairman's Plece
David Edge

Having now retumed from the Lake Distdct after the
Heather Society Conlerence I think back to the Iew days of
enjoyable respite away ftom nursery life. It is one of the few
occasions when one can chat to like Dinded people on the
subject of heathers, without the other pdson making an
excuse to get away quickly!Nowwe look forward and plan lor
next year's Falmouth Conference Io! oui annual get together.

As with all chairman of societies. the prcsence on hand oIa knowledgeable
and capable secretary is m essennal hgredient to the sDooth running of
meetings. The departure ofJean Preston from the post is a great loss and we
are more than appreciative of the lime that she has dedicated over many years
to the Society s well being. We welcome Fjchard Bowater as a capable
replacement to the position.

Many plant societies are cunently seeing a decline 1n thef membership
numbers and the Heather Society ls notimmune to the same trend, however
ouj ffnances remaln on a nlm, although slowly declining basis. The enthusiasm
arld dedication of ou membership encourages us to continDe hopefully for
mdy years to come butwe must continue with our efforts to raise the profile
ofheatlers and the Sociery.

There are falnt glimmers that heathers are sholl,ing signs of a revival in
thelr fortunesi the .ecent harsh winterc have meant a move away from the
pDrchase of seml hardy tropical plants, to tried and trusted hardy garden
stalwarts, that include sDch plmts as our heathers. Perhaps we cm win over
the gaJden media presenters to be appreciative &d popularise a hardy, low
maintenance, long flowering md environmentally friendly plant. The BHGA

Ofl a oisit to Holke/ Ilall dtnng out Annual Cathering in lhe Iike
Disttict, w Mft told by the guAe that the labytinth in the grcunds had
thercputatian af ca singpeople uho lDalkxd round it to becone pft qnant.
WeIl I betiebe it iftplici y.Iust lookat the elfect it had ofl ft1J htsbafltl

d"d he anry loaked at itl
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de proud to announce that their gaiden "Heathers tn Harmony, was
presented with a Gold Award, wasjudged to be Best Ahall carden dd a]so
Most Cr€atlve Gader at the RHS Hampton CourtPalace Flower Show 201 L
The garden was featured on BBC2 s Hampton Court palace Flower Show
programme on Thursday 7th July, presented by Monty Don. Alys Fowler and
Chris Beardshaw, vho had the following to sayl

Monty Don (jn conversation with Alys Fowler, while sitting in thc ,.Ileathers
in Harmony garden transcript flom BBC2 tv): "l was watkinJa past h€re ihe
o r h e , d a ) , d n d \ l o p p e d i _ r \ r r d r k ' o n t \ i \ q a r d e n . l l h o u g h l  l h . . t  - t ; v e t ) . o , c d - ' c .
I thouBht it's heaihers - I don't really like heathers. And I had tu reassess, sori of in
a second, my whole world \-iew of a whole order ofplants and how they could be
used, And, d'you know, thai's a gift: you cannot ask for more than that when you go

Chris Beardshaw (also as he was in the Heathers jn Ha.monv'Edden
tranc. f lpr  I rom BBc2 rvt  Heathpa n a gdrde,  n a)  bp" t igh t )  ,n- , r i t  - ig t '

here at Hampton Court. They havebeenoui offashion for manyyears, and ihai is
why ihis green wall of winterjlowering hea thers is such a wonderful sighr. These
are plantswhich arevery adventurous. They don't mind iumbllngover rock-faces
and inscree,and sotheyare perfect candidaies for ihis styie of gardening. If vertical
ga.dening isset to revolutionize winiei flowerinS heaihers, ihen the subtle use of
the Daboecia as an€dgingplantin placeofplanisljkethe rcsemary, thela!ender and
the ihyme - as long as you have an acid soil lich inorganic maiter ihenwhynot
enploy these wondelful candidates lo ti.kle your ankles asyou walk thrcu8h rhe
Barden path."

Annual Gatheri 'rg - 7th - lorh September 2Ol2
Susl€ Kay

Thank you to everybody who attended our gathedng at the Damson Dene
in the lake Dlstrict. We vere a goodly nunber and welcomed new faces and
alsovelcomed backmembers who bad not attended for someyears. Everybody
made a contribution to the enlolanent dd learnlng cure of rhe weekend.
hcpdations are underyay for our 41"tAfirual cathering in 2OI2 and
brochure with booking form is enclosed with this Bullerin.

The Drte 7d - lo'i,September 2OI2
Tn€ Venue - Richardson's Falmouth Hotel, Fatmouth, Comwall
Our SoeaAerg
K€rth spurgtn will be addressing us on a heathery subject. Keilh has

spoken to the Society before and will once again deliver an amusing presentation.
Dr. E.G.H. Oltver, perhaps better known as Ted, wilt tell us abour ongoing

work on D.N.A. being carried out on the genus Enca using DNAstudies, and
its implications for the future.

Dr. Ollvcris the current presidentofThe Botaiical Society of South Africa
and also an honorary Dember ofour own Society. He has been involved with
the genus Erica for maJly years, especialiy wiih regad to Cape Heaths. He is
responsible for describing maJly new species and has Mtten more than one
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hundred papers and books on the subject. A.lthough now reLired he continues
hls work in the botanical field not only with Encabut also \I'ith orchids. A mine
oI infomation on all matters boteical not only of South African species but

Steve Yandall, who is also a Heather Socieb, member, has a nursery in
Comwall and will talk about his work with Cornish heathers. He will,
hopefully, take us on a short walk to view wild plants

The Prooramm€
We shall be l1siting two nllfsedes which specialise in CaPc l{eaths and

Restios, and in this busy progmmme there will also be time to visit two gardens.
With Ted Oliver attending. thde wil1be an emphasis on CaPe Heaths,

which we all know encompass some stunning plants.
The Cost
Council expects this to be in the region oI €320, but it could be a litde

higherorevenabitlower. This coverc all entance fees, speakers, lunches aJtd
rp\ .  dnd or .  ourse drmer.  bed & bre.krdsr .

As usual, I have made resewations for lO single rooms and IO double
rooms at the hotel and therefore urge you to make m early booking on the
enclosed flyer. A non returnable deposit of a5 per person attending is
required to secure a booking. This should be sent to the Adminlstrator as
indicated on the form.

For anyone who wishes to attend on a daily basis, please phone me on
00353 95 43575 or email susiek@gofree.indigo.ie. You should also complete
the booking fom and send the 35 deposit.

AGM
At the Annual General Meeting, ou Chailman, David Edge, welcomed

members to the 4o'hmnual Conference, especially those who had travelled
from the Uniles States and Noruay lo be with us. He asked everyone to
lemember those who lost their lives ln lhe 9/ I r attackjust tcn years ago. A
one minute s silence folloved, in memory ofourpast Ptesident, David Small.

Membership has fallen slightly in the last yed, but the new website has
been instrumental ln recruiting twenty two new members.

Richard Bowater was elected as the new Hon. Secretary upon the
rettement ofJean Preston. The position ofHon. Treasurer remained vacant
at tne AGM, but is expected to be filled shortly.
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Ifororary Member -
Anne Small

At the end ofthe meeUng, Ature was presented
vith a certiffcate appointing her an Honorary
M€mber of the Society in recognition of her
great conrdbution to the Society.

Arne spenr r$pnrv yedJ5 $ork ing qui . r ty  in
the backg.ound as the Society sAdministrator.
She and her husband, David were responsibte
for producing the invaluable HandA Guide to
Heafhers, as well as ruming the plant Ordenng

Retirement of the Hon. Secretary - Jean preston
After ten years, Jcm Preston, the Societys efticient anal hd{l workinE

Sccrerdry dFcid"d i r  wa-  r imc ro h.ng rp her  pen.
On behalf of the Society she was presented with a very pretry heather

paperwelght md some garden vouchers to spend on the new gaJden she now
shares with her husband, Mike. Her letter ofthanks is printed betow.

Dear HeattEr Friend.
Ple.tse maa I, on behalJ of Mke and I thank aouJor the pdperueight and

generous donation oJ garden Datchers. we Dery much appreciate them. r \riII
nou haDe to studg uhichgarden centre near here accepts them ond uhich one
tns tt€ best heathers. Althoush if Mike h6 his ttaA saie oJ th? Junds birl ga
touarcls ocoLlptc o.[.ftuit trees.

The paperueight LL)ilI adorn ma desk I can

I haDe erioAed being secretary these past
I-q ueors and atGnding, otlapn.p-Jot thppost
nbentu lears or more. Hope.JuUa ue shall
contin e to attend aJeb nbre ann I LnkJaruard
to Comuauin2012.

I st],tl ttu toimptor. th- librorg oJ pt-tutcs in
2012 bU rcqtestiw wlnt I need through tlrc
bulletin A nembers sen(I nE phbtos bA email r
con put them on to the "Picture Library memory
Stick" butjrst t need to sort out ma neu home
atd reDieu tLE CDs aJ preDiaus gearc.

I sholl o.f course be happA to ptu in mA "pennAuorfh" rrith any discussions.
once asain. nana thanl-.s Jor gour gift but especialla .for Aour .fnendship.

Jeon &, Mike Preston



THE HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN VOL 7. NO.14 AUTUMN 2011

IapologisetaA neandleaflthatthueatunaphotosralhsoJtheplesefttatiafls Sadtasay,
Ididn't take mv catuerato the itetifl\s.

Profl le of the Society's new Hon. Secretary -
Richard Bowater

walking and cycling as a schoolboy along and across the Dales of my
native Yorkshire and as a young man motoring with my girlfriend. now wife,
across the magnificent noih Yorkshire moors left a lasting impression of the
colours ofthe heathers especially in the alrtumn.

But it was not until my reiirement in 2006, after worklng and living in the
Dast Mldlands since 1973 managing the disposal of Property ta-xation
appeals, that I discovered" md joined the Heather SocieqT. I volunteered lor
the then soon to be vacant office of honorarv secretary of the Society at a
chance visii to a Yorkshire brech meet'ng eariier this year'

Attendlng the recent annual conterence in Cumbria conffmed my superficjal
knowledge of heathers and the impressive knowledge of oLhers especially the
scholarshlp ofthose members compilingthelist of 100 recommended heatherc'
wh'lst I cmot pretend that I will ever be able to match or even begin to
approach this level of expertise, I believe tial my emplolmenl background
including being elected to run as Honorary Secretary ofa lrade union brmch
md also of a small professional socieq', will stand me in good stead for my
administative duties as Honolary Secretary of Lhe Healher Society

I have been married to Barbara for foty'six yea-rs. we have a daughter,
SaJah, and two granddaughterc, Scarlett and Amelia. Itwould greatly assist
my rctalionship with my eldest granddaughter iI a member would quickly
hvbridise a cultiva r alrd name it Scdlett to accompany Daboeciacaniobncd
'Anclie and Sarah aheady part ofmy smal suburban heather collection.

I am very much impressed by the global reach of the Socieq' and look
foruard to meeting members at the zrmu31 conference md at regional
meetings. I can be contacted at: richard.bowaterL@btinternet.com. But
p lca-e donr e}?ecr  d Insrdnl  recponse or  r \  ar1-uers ro ouesrrons ofa
lechnical natuc which should properly be addressed to lhose much more
knowledgeable than am L

Heather Society A.nnual Conference Lake District
Balty Sellers

OurChaiman David Edge opened the 4O'hAnnuai Gathering, held at the
Damson DcneHotel, Crosthwaile, Cumbria. He gave a special welcome to our
overseas heather enthusiasts. Dee Dmeri from USA and Eileen Petterssen
and Egil Szele from NoNay.

Our first speater was Peter Hoggarth from Holehird Gardens near
Windermere. Holehird Gardens is the home of the Lakeland Horticultural
Society. The Gardens now extend to I 7 acres aJld are lea sed from the Hoiehird
'frrist. The mcmbers ofthe Lakelmd Horticultural SocieB. mainly provide the
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workforce to maintaln the gardens. Besides maintaintng tne gardens, the
Society is active in running edDcational lectures arO couises, ptotography,
joumals, newsletters dd a garden guide. The Societv initiated three National
Plant Collections. Astilbe, HAdrangeo at\d palustichwrL

Recently the Society has acquired additionat lmd on the hiUside which
sweeps doM to a small lake, and vhich was used bv iocal fishemen. percr
-ho$ed u\  d number o l  rm.ge.  or  Lhe gardFn".  Our memU"-.  w.r .  mosr
interested in the heathei gaJden. which mmyofus reca|ed from our previous
visit l4 years ago in l997.Peter showed us images ofEnca austratis ,Holehird
WhirF a sporr  f rom Ho'ehi r  d .  Pe,e-u d-  asked whFLher the Sucierv were keen
ro es ldblsh a Na onat  h.a l } ler .ot tecLion r11"re.  perer  pot i rety  rFpt . ;d  Lhal  rh(  Jwould welcome tlleidea but atpresent tley could notrake on board such an
onerous responsibility. We thanked perer for hls klowledgeable ralk and
looked forward impatlently to our visit the followine dav_

Sdrurdav af r i rcd dd at rer  a rut t  breatJasr  d d;  w;  ar-embtpd oursrde
the hotel for ourcoach rdp. Ourcoach dnver gave us a guided touron the way
with suitable eecdotes about the dea s people and 1ts cutture. Wc wer;
welcomed at Holehird by Clnthia Kelsall who gave a brjef inLroductory Lalk
o n  d r F g d d e n s b F l o r F w " e a C e r h  m a d F o u r  { a v u p r o r h c h e a r h F r g t r d F ; d b t y
assisted byguldes Pat Mur:phy and ValJeffnes. The settins for the sar-den on

re \ ide o l  a hr l l  wi lh  nalura l  ro i  k  ourcrops gave r  ihree Crmensiondl
chamcter to the gdden. Ouh-esident, John Crimths, with his wife Vatede.
were photographed standing next b Enca x gnllithsii .Valerie crifiiihs,.
SlighUy further up the hillside was Erica australis .Holehird White.
and Holehird , which gave rise to the sporr. We were kindly taken to the
propagation area where there was a lively cxchange on rechnlqucs for taking
and rooting cuttings, as wetl as b tne trials dea. Nearby were two sma e;
beds of heathers, vhich had recently been planred. These were in m
otlerwise $assed area, which clearty had potential for expansion_ Morc
heathers do I hedyou say!Our thanks musratso {o to Kate and peter Sudlov
who orgar ised I  he $ hole v i - r t  sd provrd.d us w h r . i reshinp.up" ot  rFd dd

Alter a short visit to look at the hydrdgea collection on ouvalk back to
the coach, we rere soon en route to Newby Bddge Hotel, vhere we had lunch.
The omer of this hotel, Jonathan Denby was also the owner of ihe Damson
Dene Hotel. To the rear ofthe hotel, tne garden that he md philippa pearson
had desjgred for tl1e 20lO r he,sed show. had bcen re.onsrruaLed. AILer
lunch we made our way by coach to YewbarTow House cddens. Crmde over_
Sands.  Yewbrnow Housp is  rhe home ol  Jondthan Denbv and i r*  wi  e
\ ' {drgtu cr .  who boughr rh.  prope-ry in  t999.  ThF p.op. ' ry  l ,e"  on "  - r . "p
hillside overlooking crmge over Sands. with rhe gardens climbing up in
terraces to the red of the house. Jonarhan pointed out that tne gardens
dtend to4.5acres. Llementioned that, because of the unique climare - being
sheltered from cold northerly and easterly winds - and the proximiry ro tha
sea, the gardens could grow planrs consldered too tender for aJeas neajbv.
AlLhouCh Lhn lasr  Mnrer  had been u excepl  ionat  ore {a-  wc.an a tFst i fv  t ; )
"nd hzd damag"d m"ry p idrs.  nordbly Lhe r ree fems i r  rhF runker  edd.n.
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the 1irct pointin our tour. We climbed up the termces to the ltalian Garden.
past a lovely speclmen tree, AIbizUt jLnibrissin (Persim acaciaj. Jon:.than
pointed out the tree Dahas (Dahlia inpenalis) aJld the banana plants. To the
eastwere stands ofbamboo alrd above were Echiumpininino, which grew up
to 3 metres. A]though affected by frost ii had set seedlings arolnd its base,
which had carefully been safeguarded. Beyond was a stone tower with a
bronze statue ofone ofhis daughtels on top from vhere 1ve could stand to take
in the panoramic views across Morecombe Bay. Further west we glimpsed
inside the Palm House. which housed a swimming pool as an added
attraction, ed on to the cutting garden, where flowerc were grom lor the
ho tels. Next to this was Prospect tower, which again offered panoramic views.
We ulen descended to the Japanese garden, with its pool and pavilion. The
gdden was truly a cornucopia of exotic plets full of interest at every turn.
After an aftemoon tea of scones with jam and cream, David Edge presented
Jonathan with two new exotic additions, Cape Heaths. Jonathan was pleased
to receive these to add to his collection oftender plants.

On oureturn to the Damson Dene Hotel ve readied ouEelves Ibr Daphne
Everetts talk on "The Society &d its People: a trip through the archives.
Certainly this vas a lrip down memory lane for many recalling photognphs
ofannual gatherings over the pastSOyears. These included formerPresidents,
Pat Tuipin, Daeid Mcclintock and David Small, md Constece Macleod, our
fomer Secretary. There were also a number ofgroup photographs taken at
ainual gatherings and were we all keen to recollect individuals in Lhe Heather
Sociery who had contributed so much to 1ts development and the social

Daphne s talk was followed by d open forum. Respects were paid to our
past hesident David Small. Anne Small was presentedwith an Honorarf Liie
Membership of the Society. David Plumridge talked about the extrem€ cold of
last winter and frost tolerance ofheathers and other members shded their
expenences. We also discussed the work being done to revise the list of 100
recommended heathers and members erpressed their views on some oftheir
favou te cultivars.

After eother sumptuous meal, whilst many rela-xed in the bd, others
pa icipated jn aTechnicalCommittee lofinalise thercvisions to thelist of IOO
recommended heathers taking on board comments received includingthose
from Ella May WDiff in Oregon, whose expenencc at growing heathers in that
part ofthe USA was much appreciated.

Sunday began with a full English breakfast followed by the socielys
Amual cenelal Meeting, vhere the reports from our Chairman, Secretary
and Treasurer were duly received and agreed. Mention was made of rhe
Socievs contribution Lo the Hampton Court Flower Show in June. ln
conjunctlon with the British Heather Grower's Association the heather
gdden designed by william Ouarmby gained a prestlgious Gold Award.
Members ofthe Society gave up their time to stalT the garden md give advice
to the public about growing heathers. The heather wall had attracted a good
deal of attentlon. After a coffee break we boarded the coach and stopped
biefly at Cath s Gaden Plmis at tf,vens to satisi, our search for intriguing
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plant acquisitions before aJriving at HolkerHall, cranee-over Sands. Holker
HdI  rs  Lhe home of  Lord dnd Lady Cdvpnd,-h.  wF i i rs t  dre lunch rhen
assembled for a garden toDr. Forrunately the Iain was very tight and did not
detr-act Iiom ou. enjo],rnent ofthe 25 acre garden with manicurcd hedges to
the fordal gardens and interesung collectlons oftreesand shrubsbevo;d. Of
cnomou\  inrcrpsL wa\  Lhe GrFar l to tker  Lrme.  Ths aue- in"n i r lnA uee
mea-urcs 7.9 meucs.n e i f lh .  t r  wa\  probdblv n lanr .d " .  p- ,  o t "  ro.m,r
gdd€n in the early r 7th century. Today its huge rnrnk stands in a cavem of
overhanging brmches. In 2002 Holker's creat Lime was awarded the
clistincuon ofbelng one ofBriklin s 50 GrealTlees, ln honourofHer Maiestv.s
Golden Jubi lee.  The gajdpns dre home ro Na| |onat  .o l t . . r ions jor  rh;  ptdnr
Iamily of Styracaceae. which atso includes genera such as Halesia, Srqra&
ad Ptprcs 'Arcx.  fhe gdrdens a 'e dtco home,o a numb.r  or  rue p ianrs
including Rhododendron mo:llotum and M agnolia ma.fophalla.

AfteMards we had an opportunity to rour the main house, which dares
back to 1610. when the P.eston family made it their home. The wesr wing of
the house had to be re built after a llre in 1 87 I . The dchitecrs were Falev ;d
Au- l ln .  I r  wdc dFs.r ibed by Si r  Ni . t  o las pcvsner a\  rhe Arande<r of  i  ;  ddrc
in Lrn i  ashrre.  and bur l r  in  an Etr lJberhan Sr] te in  red sudsLone.

We retumed to the hotel after ar enthralling day. After dinner ve were
entertalned by Alan in his inimltable style as the auctioned ofheathcrbooks
klndly donated by ceoffYares, and plants. This was folowed by a shot talk
by Alan on the imporlmt duties of an under,gardener. and Dee entertained
us wj f t  imdgesshe r . .or  ded o l  u-  FnJovingol . r  AnnuatcdLh.r i l { .  OLrr  f rdqs
eo S!" ie  for  a l l  rhe hdrd work pur  m ro making a rhe arar lg. ;enrs d ld tor
her help ed guidance on the day ably assisted bv her husband Ald.

Tippttiwitchet Corner: Admlnistrator's log no. lg
Emall:  theheathersoclety@phonecooo.coop

New members sluce June 2011
we welcome these members:

Donald NOTT| Svd,Koster. Sweden
Keith H. BENNETTO: Kclty. Scotland
David BROWN: Ringwood, Engldd
Malcolm GLO\aDR: Lichffetd, Dngland
P. R. K. EDWARDST Hollvell. Wales
Hilary HEYS: Ulverston. Dngldd

2Ol2 yearbook, I'eother.s I
There is still a little time to contribute an arricte to the ndt vearbook. We

w. lcome contnbudons l rom member<.  Indeed.  rs  Vour y"-6eo1 -6
members dticles ai.e iLs mainsray. You can Mite about an],thing retaring to
heathers: yoDr o*'n garden;your favourite heathers (or you leasafavourite!)|

8
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Subscrlpt iols 2O 12
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subscriptions are renewed eachyearin January.IIyou de a uK member
and have set up a stalding order the pa]'rnent will happen automatically.
Other UK memb€rs wi find a renewal notice in this issue. Rencval reminders
are also included for members elsewhere who have not paid a ilree-yed
subscnption, or whose 3 year subscription has run out.

Ptant'inder 20Ll-2O12
The nev edition of the Rr{S plantjnder 2OI l-2O12 was issued recently.

Our catalogue ofheather cultivds on the new website is based on the plants
listed in this book as avallable commercially in the UK and lrcland- I need
asslstance from members to cross'check the webslte listings with the
Plantrfrnder listings. I caJr supply photocopies from the Plantlnder and, if
necessary, hard-copy (printedvercionl of the website lists. It s a bigjob for one
person, or an evening s occupation for aband ofhelpers, eachperson tackling
a different part ofthe list!Volunteers please contact me.

Edrdq he(rthers o:f the northern hemisphere [Kew
monogreph)

I have received information ofthe production ofthis bookin the fom ofthe
aJllicipated production schedule. This indicates that the book will go to the
pnnters on 27 October, and that coples will be delivered to the distribution
agent on 23 November. Thus, those who have already ordered acopy, or who
order oneinthe ner.t month or so. should recelvethe book before Christmas.
I quote from the message I received on 27 September liom Kew Publicationsl
.'fhe aim ofthe schedule is io have pnnbd books delivered in time to allow
the possibility for important pre-Christmas sales lwho wouldn twant a copy
in thet stocking?).

New l ls t  o f  IOO recommended heathers

The Technical committee, chaired by Barry Sellers, has produced a
revised list of too recommended heathers (it does have IOO lhis time: I have
counted tnem several timesl). The full llst of names is published on the
Society s website go to http: / /m.heathercocietv-org/recommended
heatherc. lt is also printed in this Bulletrn on page r7, and, space pemitiing,
we w111lnclude an er?anded 'descdptive" version in the 2Ot2 yearbook.

If myone has good close up photographs of any of these heathers dd
would bewillingto allow the Society to use them, please contact us. Itwould
be especially good to use these plants as subjects for the Heather of the
month page on the vebsite.

Website visltors
To 22 October 201 I, there have been alSO hits on the Society s home

pa8e.
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...  and ftnal ly

. W. T. Racklillpur on a sptendid display, as usuat. in the sprlng, dd oddty
there has been a spnnkling ofsoluary flowerc duflngAugusr. Er!c; teminat;
bloomed protusely in Augusr but is now over_ Meanwhile, D. x or.iensiona'Cha:rwood Plnk lwhlch suwived tre MnLer and the droughr) has new shoots
and severalclusters ofbuds i indeed is actuatlyinflower. E. x oldenburgensis'Ammerland is covered wiih buds some of whtch ae ctose to openiig.. r.
nampulllora Bert Jones has been in btoom for several weeks "t."iay _ it r,u"graceiul. long, slighrly serpentine spikes that wave about in the breeze,
de4'jng thosewho say ftatheathers are stiffand sraric. My orher mallip, fromcr ere.  d id not  l ike Lhp dro l r€hr bur  d id nor  pass dway.  da na" -nor .  , r  ubby
spikes.h i -  yeal :as I  s : f l 'e  De buds hdve begun ro cotour  bur  re not  r  e  open.
As wel l  as Ihe pajnred hedLher.  whose demrse I  announi  ed rn r r , " ! r - -er
Eulletin, i dld lose Lucy cena from the drought, not the cold.

More Memories of David Small
Rlchard Canovan

You will all have read Hearhers 8 20 I I . a memorial e{]iiion for our former
Chairma! and hesident, David Small, whodid somuch to develop t}tesociety
and sadly did not tlve to see its SOrtr ainiverslfl.

Ref le.L jng the wor ldwlde.xrenr  or  hr" .onuibulon.  f iF Nor lh Amer i (dn
Heather society devored two editions of its Hearhe r Neus grlarterla ENQ) to
ar l r . lps abour David dd h is  u or  k .  dnd Fspe.  ia l tv  ro p.opre -  m.mone.  o i t r  im
and nol  IorgelUng Anne \ .ontr jbur  ron.  I  hFse werF ed ed by E a \1dy T Wul l f
who made two contributions ofher om, offering some."ique i."igr,ts i.to
David s md Anne's work over the years.

Membersmaylike these to accompanytleir yearbook Thoseofuswho de
also members of the NAHS will have received email copies bur the tV/,.iS has
kindly olfered to male availabte for only35.So, including posrage, hard copy
of these two memorlal editions of HNg Lo all THs -.-t"i". ni*r". t ." tli
Bulk l in-  HNO has a ,  enuetotd ot  cotour  pho ogrdphs wtrh orher  btack arawfirc pnorographs.

^ ^  I f y o u  w o u l d  l [ e , o p u r . h a s e r h F s e  p l e d s e " e - r d  m p a , h F q u e . o r j : s . s o b y
30 November 20l  L mdde pdyabte ro me.  M|})  )our  ldrcs,  "aarcr=.o r r -
send.Ella May a single dolta cheque and a list olpeopte wanting these. She
rdll then post directly a copy ofeach ro everybody who has paid.

Send to: Richad Canovan, I o eueensboroueh, Toothill, S;ndon, wiltshire
SN5 8DU.

'King ceorEe the Fifth'
Mleczyslaw Brzeskt (Blackburn)

Eight years ago Arnold Stow asked about observations erc_ on heatiers.
so I rcplied mentioning my plalts of Enca camea.King ceorge. which stst



to bloom at the end of October - one yeal mid October - and continue to April
(May sometimes). Incidentally, these never suffered aftcr lhe 20l0l r r winter.
They verc planted in the mid-l990s-

lf I may continue vith my observations. my sole Enca x.lorlegensts A. T.
Johnson (planted r97a) kept looking young all these years bDt alld Lhe
2OO9l 10 winter looked under stress. After the past winter (2OtO/ I l) itjust
disintegrated: what a way to go?

My batch of2OO2 Erica Dagons Birch Glow'hddly noticed the 2O1O/II
winter. These I prefer for a flowedng display. As for E. !'agans Mrs D. F.
Ma-xweu, a batch plaJlred in 2000 were partly defoliated jn 20O9l10, and
fDrther defoliated in 20l0l I l. yet the very tops were still green and they are
now (mid Augustl in ilower.

For mmyyeaJs I exchanged letters wilh Arnold Stow. mentioning my Enca
cinerea Stephen Davis (2OO2). I was worried about them going straggly. Mr
Stow lold me these were short'lived. All the same. these plmts evenlually
filled out and greened nicely. They never again looked a blt like they did in
their lirct fcw years. But, after the 2OlOl I i winter they looked so unsightly
that I have removed four, although two are still reasonably good now.

Lastly, as The Heather Societyis going on avisitto the Lake District I will
follow in spirit.l am quite familiar with Holehird gddens- Years ago, walking
at the top of the garden, I sawsome hcallhy littie treeswith Erico camea likc
flowers- Never havc I found oulwhal they were as I could not flnd them on my
last visit. Did anyone see them?

Last bit all these fancy new improved (?l heathers come nowhere near to
the timing oI King George ihe Fifth !

'IGng George V'; IOO years old and still goirg strong!
Chat les Nelson

Mieczyslaw's remarks on this plant prompt me to mark its cenienary. He
is indeed perfecUy correct to add the Fifth to the name because it was
originally namcd King George V in the James Backhousc & Son, Ltd. special
l9l I catalogue which was illustrated with colour photographs (m exPensivc
and innovative lhing to do).

The catalogue was composcd as tollows. There was a close-up {actually.natural sizc"l photo ofeach heather and a further photo of the whole plant
in bloom. A brief description was included. For'Kjng George V' this read:
.MadderC:r:mine or Purple sufused Carmine, ddk brown tips" lthe tipswere
the protruding anthers).

The heathcrs in this catalogue were all Richdd Potlcr's selection and
customers were advised that O.dcrc now booked for delivery in the Autumn
r9l2 will be exccuted strictly jn rotation as received, subject to stocks being
unso1d."A single pldt cost thrce shillingsi a dozen were thirty shillings. Thc
introduction to the catalosue was as follows:

THE HEAIHER SOCIETY BULLITIN VOL 7. NO. 14.AUTUMN 2011

cont inued on paqe 14
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ERICA CARNEA
RICHARD POTTER'S SELECTTON

Winter and Spring Flowering Varieties, setectect by our tMr. Richard pofier
during his Continentat boianicat rambles.

.  Thrs Heat l^  lurh\e ournal ive healher)wrt  grow ano l r  nve i r  a tnosl  any sor  .  I  !absolL te ly  har  dy.  cnd.ormences lo b oom i r  rhecotd wrr ler ty  r for lh  o,  D;cenoer,
when it is almost irnpossibte to tind the btoom oi any otherplanl in ihe open gfo!nd.
. Th is group ol E cas ts admirabty suiled lo withstand the cutting win;s an; biU ngIrosl bloomrng wrrl- cheerv br gt^tness th.oLgt- a tre da.k n o1ta. ot w nrer to lh;genral days oi \,lay. By tong and LcrefL, c Jkivanon we 'rave iow a,c.ge and Jn qLe
collection, which alfords us pteasule lo ofier torthe tirsi time.

, To aliempl any desc ription oi their cha rm ing distincrive tealu res wo utd s mpty be
a'd iure.  thereforF we leave to Ine o l -orograpl - ic  reproo. lc | rors g,ve-  r r  t t  is  ooot  err" rF rash o 'Df ingrng bFtore ouIeaderst1e Ierqu,sr le  oFaLlv.

I am gratefut to Jem presron for access ro a copy of rhis
tlere wi1l be more about it in the 2012 yedbook.

Jos Flecken (r943-2Or r)
Itwas sad to lean tharJos haal tost his tongba le with cdcerdd passed

away on 7 July 201t. Hcwas notjusr editor ofEn.uitura, the quarterly issued
by our sistcr sociev in Holland, bur a sralwdt ofrhat socictyincl ofour om.
and a very knowledgeabte enlhusiasr.

Jos Flccken taught Frcnch in Kerkrade, bur his hobby was his garden
vhich he wrore about in the 2oo9 issue offleathers. t{e ca ccred he;thers,
oLner member-  of  Lhe L n i  c .eaF e-pec d l ty  ,a ted-  ar  d I  hodod.n. l rnr \ ,  rdc o n r l F r - .  H r s . n L h u - r d s m  l e d  h r m  o  i o r n  E f i . u l r r r a  i n  t . r 8 l ,  " n d  h (  s . o n
became a leading mcmber, appointed in l9a6 io a special ,,tdals' commiftce
cstablished to assess culrivars ofErica and Cafluna. tre fotowing year, .rosjoined the editorial team oI Encutrura: Herman Blum, Jan Dekk; ancl DrOnnoWijnands werc his cotleagues then. That was issue no. 6b, and ihe last
issue Jos edited, as sole ealitor. was no. l6t: 97 quaterty issues! (Sadly
Dncultua itsellwill ceasc to exisr at the end of this ved.l

Josjo ined theHFJrhtrSo,  in-vr iJdudr)  l9924nd$;-o lsmpr \Fhctpwhd
we were working on the Inlemati.nal regisLer oJ tleauEr nares. Hc ,.keDl an eve.
on ncw D fodui  uon\  i  om Dur.h and Gcmd nu r -en"- .  in  prd. | td .  r  . twd-
a rcgular email corespondent unut (as it happens) abour six wecks beforc hjs
deadr.Josadmitring snimng around.for unusuat hearhers in nuseries ed while
on holidaywhen thewhole familyjoined in so that, for *ample, in BriuanyL,l 1980
Maina tound the whitc flowered bell hearher that was nmed a frer her. Ourer lindsfoliowed - we wifl list Jos s cultivars in tleothers 9.

We extend ou stmpathy to Jos,s wife, Mary, and to all his family. Anappreciation will be printed in Heorhers 9, based on Dick de Bruin.s i;butepublished in En.ulruro no. 162 (Seprember 20t 1l. As Dick says, we have tostJ lealh,  r  "nend.  Jos u-  r issp1Jp Ar |pt t :
Charles Nelson
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Rose Cottage Ramblings - 6
Davtd Plumridge

The darker and cooler evenings presage the onset of winter vith tle
ine\.itable thought what will the ndt one be like? The last Bulletin majored
on the effecrs oflast winter. It vas surprlsing that despitc our hdsh climate
here on the edge ofthe grouse moorc, we didn t seem to suffer ve.y much worse
th5! our friends from relatively balmy cli cs. Suprisingly, our Enca en?ena'w.T. Racklill specimens, botl on exposed beds, suffercd little whereas
olhcrs doM south were in a bad way. Howser, three large plannngs of'Valene Grifliths were devastated together with damage to several other
cultivars. The cause was clearly due to the wjnd.

Thcs:ueonesinshelterwerefine, despilebcingsubjecttoprolonged sub
zero tempentures.The Mnds, mainly tuom a westerly dlrection are cooled on
Lheir path over the Pennines and then whisdc through our "windows . These
are gaps between large conifers on that side of the gdden which give a
chmgingview ofthe heathers when walking along the drive. Fllling rhe gaps
with leylandii would not be countenanced, so vhat is the ansver? Fleecing
would do it, but the head gardenerwould insist on it only used if the forecast
vas bad ed liftingitimmediately thereafter. Quite a chorelMaybe dyeing thc
fleece some subtle shade.--.?

After the usually delightful spimg display ve looked on the garden with
trepidatlon. Weneed nothavewonied as much. Here, inSeptember, the garden
isnt looking too bad bul jiom a distance. Closer lnspecuon rcveals open
patchcs rcminding us orour wjnter heritage. These gaps de nov belng fi1led.

David Ddge kindly delivered a supply ofreplacements to us at the ,^nnual
Gathenng. Several were in one litre pots. These will ensure a speedierfill in.
These ale malnly cinereareplacements. Il is a lltde fr_Lrstrating to obsene that
lhe natives on the moors havejust shrugged offthe hard winter. Maybe rhey
had better snow cover? However, when in the Lake Disldct recently, I noted
ilowering cinerea growlng in a crack in an almost vertical rock face which
must have been fully exposed. While on the fells, I overheard several people
remarkon the beautiful hcather. lfonly morewould follov up this admiration,
$ow it ed join the Heather socieryl

We were soon to retum to the Lake District for the ArDual cathering. It
was as well organised as ever by Susie md Alan. vith interestlng talks and
discussions and excellent gdden visits, in not too b:!d weather. The "As seen
on TV hotel was fine al)d fortunately did not live up to the couplc of adverse
comments noted on "Trip Advisor". There will bc a full Mite up elsewhere, but
for Rita and myself, it was ajoy to meet old friends and make nev ones.

Dileen Petterssen, from Norway, provcd herselfto be wrong when shc said
at the Harrogate Gathedng that it would be her last appeddce. We must
thank Jem Mccrindle for twisting her .r]T!Dee Daneri came all lhe way from
Califomla without my coercion. It may come as a suprise to some thar it is
one ot the best heather groving areas in the world - tne cooler, damp,
no hern part, that is!
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wF {ere I - (  kv Fnough ro b dbtF ro jo in f i i  Inur  dnd hedLhe-,  onferen,  , .
l reeorganised In 1996.  ThF Col i rno Ltere hrd ro bF seen ro bcb. . r .ved,  I  mus.
d l \os 'nqle our  tg i l  s ie te ror  h i \  Jn ique cunrr ibur ion hr  h" \  Ine mo5l$ondertut  \on e dd td-  cnref la ined u\  over  rh.  vear-  MLh Noruegran JndBritish folk songs.

In tl e shor 'business session we were grearly relieveal to ledn that,despite the dire warning from tte Chairman, the Socieq, would conrinue
thanks to Phil agreeing to cary on as treasurer for a ljtfle l;nger. We aje alsolortunate to have Richard Bowarer. blessed with relevmtexDc;ence. ofer his\ c r u i c F \  d s  s F c r e r : N .  T h r -  M t t  g r v n , r e d r r i - e r o p a n r  h c ; r t e r -  r  h . ,  n e $house! The next Gathcring ro Comwall is a must we have been promising
ourseives long overdue visit to that part of the world. including, w;hope, th;Scillies.

^ .  I r  i -  f ru \uzt i r  € LhJr  rheCaLhF,rngonce Jg.  n.ornr  idFd MU hF for  retdd
th is  g iv .s  u\  rh.  opponunrrv ro Ur Lhe nJg tor  h"arhergtuder ing.  i l  be ingd ootut tu.venr  Inour tu.a Eorrdnarel j  Dorothy r rd Ccot lWamcr always put on a good display and are rewarded bv a cuD or two!

The crmbrian GiLhenng sa- \oon totlowed by Lh" work-hx-F HFJLher Grodp
meeling at RHS Harlow Cdr. tr was a small, but highly etite Eiroup including oupresident, -the retiring secretary and the new secretary, Richard Bowat&. Ap€asam aremoon was spent in the sptendid new study cent c. We discussed
new vaneties and Jem preston talked abour heatheE at Hdtow Cm, and tneproblems associated wth the inconsldcrate RHS ban on the use ofpeat.

Once we got theenormousvideo screentocooperate, we enjoyed apicrorialreminder of Lhe cathcring. John Orifiiths then showed picruies ofrris newplanl rngs.  Coprng wirh rn. redibtJ " ronr  ground.  he hdc.  : in i  F \4ay ,  , "aredr-hF iounddt .on o lcn * .  p l lFnr  hcddr. rBardFn.  MorI  J ted b]  J  p icrur , .o td btueI  o4uqa shown at  i ] ]e  Cdrher jng.  t -e -ho$ed px ru-e-  of  b luF no$erFLl  fn !a.nerea lrom his garden. These had been cunningiy contrjved with assistancc
f tom. ammonia Nuw. ar  Ror cotrage.  {e nr , . :  ,naa,- , r . r , ty  a s"o," . "Jr  o ih. r  merhod or  creJr ing $r"  unu\uJl  ,  o loJr  .  Ri rd $ar  i  ompia,nrng "boL,
mlss jn aplanting ofcanerea. I attacked this with a ditute solution ofs;phate
ofiron as ihis works wett on 1aMs. The next day she reportea trat sevJral ofihe flowershad tumed blue. Thepuzzlinglind eartier this year ofbtue flowerson Cindy could now bc explzlined by a dnft of lawn smd evcn though I wassue none had been applied in thar eea.

Following a disastrous curtings failure. my eds pdcked up when John
mentioned Don PJchdd s Dew poinr propagator. Coutd rhis be the answer?An intemet search provided infomation. ,the ,Two Wests" reckoned it to bethe answ€r to mypropagation problem andvould kindly letme have one foronly 3555. Sad1y, I knew withour asking. that the financial conrroler wou]dtum that doM bul cheeringty John thought one coutd be builr for €40_Ihar  looked pmmr\ ing bJr  I  h"J vcgue rccote. lons rhal  |  |

-omeved s ago.  DJDhnF,.onhrmcd Lhej  had not  been rmpre--eJ.
However, she said Eileen perterssen also had one. Eileen,s commentwas thatit rooted heathers very quickly. Now I don t know what to do. so could anyreaders with expcdence ofthis novel propagator pteasc help?
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Our "lowmaintenance" heather garden has nowbecomejustthe opposite.
Fita is cutting out the dead stems, minng new soil and replanting furiously
to allow the new heaihers to bed Ln for the winter. will "global waming'. sory

lt s now called "climate change" - make this an annual €vent....? Hopefully
next spnng s Bulletrn will be happik reporting a lovely m1]d Mnter with lots
oI delightful early growthl

The Ileather Sosiety's IOO Recommended
heathers

After much cogitauon, delibeEtion dd discussion, we have produced a
rwised list of l0O Recommended Heatherc. Many ofthe old cultivars suwive
bur wit}l a sprinkling of Ll"e best ol Ll'e rew.

t-ctlluna Dulqaris'Alicia 'Amilto
'Annemarie Anthony Davis'
'Athene Con Bno
'County Wicklow Darkness
'Dlsie Purnell Fircfly'Kerstin Peler Sparkes
'Red Beauty Red Favo t''Robert Chapman Silver QDeen'Silver Rose Sister Anne
'Spnng Cream' Tib'
'Velvet Fascinauon white Colal''Wickwa Flame Yvette s Gold

Daboeci/t cantabnca
'Blueless' Cindereila''Charles Nelson Hookstone Purple'

Daboecb x scatica'Katherine s Choice William Buchanan

EriccL aftorca
'Albert s Gold Estrella Gold

'Adrienne Duncan
'Dva
'Golden Starlet'

'Ann sni1L.q'
'Foxhollow'
'Hitletje
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'Isabell
'lnughrigg
'M):retoun Ruby''Rosalie
'Springwood Whte

'Corfe Castle

'C. D. Eason'Lime Soda'Rosita
'Velvet Xnight

'Arthu Johnson

'Silberschmelze
'White Perfection'

'llish Dusk'W. T. Rackliff

'Galicia'

Th-E HEATHER SOCIETY BULLETIN
'King ceorge.'March Seedling'Pink Spangles'Rotes Juwet'Westwood yeltow.
'Winterconne.

Erica cilio'ris
'David Mcctintock

'Celeb.ation
'Eden Valley'penreath.
'Stephen Da\,1s

Erba x darleAetsis
'Eva cold
Jenrly porter,
'Kramers Rote.'Moonshine
'Spring Surpdse

Thing Nee'

Erico x sdfnrhsuqr'alede Gnlflths

Erica nackauana'Shlning Light

Erica x oldenbwgensA

Dricax stuartii

Enca tei^inalb

t 8 -
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'Birch Glow''Golden Triumph'
'Mrs D. F. Mawell

'Claire Elise'

vol-. 7. NO. 14. AUTLMN 2011

'Pink Sta-r'

'Fiddlestone
'Kevemesis Alba''Yellov John'

'Gold Tips

'Ken Wilson'

A Thought from Dr Colin Rogers
Colin invites members to imagine that, for whatever reason, they are

downsizing their dwelllng, and in future will have roon for only one heather.
Which would they choose. and whv?

Your thoughts on the sDbject will be very welcome especially now that
the updated list of IOO Recommended Heathe.s has recently been decided
Dpon. He sets the ball rolling withl

My favourite heather - I

Drlcs cinerec 'Eden Valley'
It was love at firct sight and so une,xpecled. She had been in a small,

miscelaneous pack bought from a garden centre with no warning of how
beautiful she vouid be when she flowered. My pleas&t surprise was
reinforced vhen I saw Plate 57 in Brian & Valerie Proudleys Heathers in
colour. I had to have more, and Iinally obtained the last nine plants from a
nursery in t€ek, Staffs. vhich has since closed.

Why do I thlnk of this cultivar as female? The Handy Guide descrlbes the
colour as lavender (H3) shading to white at Lhe base ofthe corolla - To me, it
ls far more like Pink fia), the pink ed white bicolour effect belng unmistalreably
female. Furthemore, her nrst appea rance can never be taken for granted I I ve
made a note of the date when any flowers on the ten plants first open, md they
vary from 27 May to tO July; hov long the display lasts is also a bit ofa tease

they have disappeded anlvhere between the thlrd week in August to the
third week in October.

- 1 9 -
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There are other characterisLics which single out this ptant. The appeardce
of its twin colours is very obvious, and to me marks tne slart oisummer. Theproportlon olplnk to white vdies fiom corolla to corola even on the same
plant, but the amount ofvhite increases as the end ofits season apprcaches,
betbre they turn brom. Above all, howe\€r, this is a Dlant which;ries oui.'Don r  puL ne in  d crowd -  twdr lo  srdnd our  dd bF. . lmirFd S.cn ar  a
disLdceinabed of Dden Valley rhe effectis almos ost.Thisis a,stand alone.
cuitivar par excellence.

The story ofits discovery in I 926, and ofits discoverer, cerh.udc Waterer, has
been told many times, and may be found in severat books on heather growing.

_ There is averyusefulbackground arriclein rheHeather Society,s yearbook
Ibr 1985 by Mrs B. carratt and David Mcclintock, which has photos oI Miss
Waterer, of Percy her falher, aid of .Eden Va ey., the house vhere she lived.
Since that was r'ritten, the interner has thrown up some morc biographical
detail about Miss Warerer's onEins.

Herfather Percy was bom in i a5b, and in laZ6 maried MarvEasterbrook.
lder  who had bFnn born rn Buf lon UD;n Tt .nr .  Md

B e l h d  G e n r u d .  W . , e r F r  $ J -  , h e i r  o n t y ,  r U l d .  b o r n  d r  E p - ; m ,  S u n " v  o r  4De' ( mber laa2 - Percy called her !1a4 'dlher rnd cerrrude dr Lh" iime ol
Lhe censuses. Hermotlerdiedwhen she was only Tyears old, from which time
she was mothered untll at least t901 by Mary.s younger sisterJane, who was
PercysJuniorby some nine years and unmaried. AJme Easre ietd died in
Penzmce in tgoa.

Thus it seems that CerLrude Waterer never had morc thalr rwo adutts. and
no siblings, in her household.

Erica tetralix ,Ken Underwood'
Daphne Everett

T1'ere sprms ro be -om. i  ontu\ ron rFgarding lhe r rue En, .o rprro ld.Ken
unoeruood.  which.  wher wds groMng i ,  { t rom Lhe ldrr  I960s un. . t  t997,
when lve _dosed the nurseryl was quite unmistakeable. lr was always the
darkestofall the rehalwand nedesttoHg (Beeboot) in the Heather So;ietv,s
colo l r r .hdn h.  fo l i .ge ucsdi \ r incr ty  grey.  Tt -eone- do.nd ar ,n. . " - inr
are somewhere between H5 (ruby) and Hr4 (maqenra), and seem ro be
indisrLnguish"blF f rom E t?t tot i  con L noFruood.

I have been in touch viih severat growe$ whowere selting rhis ptant at thesame r imc, l  dr  I  was dnd rhey dc "  in  agreemFnr Mth me a-  ro i rs  u-Lre.o loDr.  ThF pn rureoi  KFn Underuood on rhe.er  r rF pcge\  t rdken byAlbFr l
JuLd in cdl i fomiat  i -  d  vew good represcnral ion -a *"  - "  , -y ,ngio r r rc .

Does _myone hale an original ,Ken Underwood, still growing in theirgaJden? Ifso, I would bevery $ateful if trley woutd be kind enough to send
me a feu .ur  ings.  l r  $oulo be vFry n i i  e  ro gnr  rhF r€al  Ken go.ng;Cdin,  andgrvp nr-n odck h i \  proper p ld.e in  rhF underwood lami  v .

Mv addre5-  r "  ins ide Lhe bdcL cnver  of  LhF Eul l - , in .



From the 1982 Yearbook
Black Polythene Mulches

T A. Julia!, whaley Brldge, Derbyshlre

For many yeaJs gardeners have knom of the virtues ofblack plastic sheet
used as a mulch to suppress weeds and to lnhlbit molsture evaporation.
Recently there has been d upsDrge in interest in its use in horticulturc. and
in Noruay, for inslance, black polythene sheet has for long been used ro
mulch strawberry plantations.

The imperious nature of the sheet prevents evapomtion ofmoisture from
the soil that it coverc, and, being black, light carrnot pass through to the soil
to stlmulate the germination of weed seeds. The absorption of the sun's
ndiatcd heatby the black sheet and its re radialion into the plants when ihe
sun is obscured, isthoughtto have a signilicanuy benelicial effect on growth
also. lt is these b€nciits which male the use of polylhene, 1n this way, so
attractive as an aid to groMng heathers.

More than tvenly years ago I nrst used black plastic sheet in my garden.
Itwas a means of avoiding the chore ofearthingup potatoes. Twenty four lnch
wide material was laid atong the rows and the potatoes were plmted at the
usual inte als ttrough slits in thc shect. The results were outstandingly
good and considerable time and effort had been saved. Unfortunately a large
number of small black lield slugs were encouraged to colonise by the
protecuve polytiene cover and mosl of the potatoes were attacked. The soil
was mainly sand alld very sharply drained, and the plants had rcsponded to
the lncreased moisture content.

Iivas not until 1976 that I had occasion to use Lhe black sheet again as
a mulch. This time the suppression ofweeds was the objective. The weeding
tem at Hdlov Ce Isite oI the Society s hcather tdals at the limel had b€en
unsuccessful in coping with the numerous weeds on the heather trial plotby
conventional hoeing md hdd veeding md ittrecame appdent that, with so
few helpers, a less labour intenslve method had to be found. Two trials were
instituted: tne application oIa persistent soil herbicide - Casoron G. dd a
mulch consisiing of 12 inch strips ofblack polythene sheet lald along each
slde oIa row of heathers that had been planted during the previous year. At
the end of thc season each had proved successful in suppressing the
ge.minalion alxd growth ofweeds. Forreasons ofcost and convenlence llwas
decided to use Casoron on the whole plot the foliowing year. 1976 was a yea
ofsevcre drought, but despile this thc mulched plaJlts grew normally when
others of the same batch, that had been planted nearby, at the same time,
shoved si€Fs of acute distress. The mulch was left in position and in the
folloMngyears comparisons ofmulched and un mulched plants dramatjcally
demonsbated the benelits of black polythene mulching. The Weed Resedch
Organlsatlon in their booklet Chemcal weed Controi in rolr Oarden comment
on the effects ofpolythene mulchingother than onveeds as follows:- "There
appea to be beneficial effects. not yet lully evaluated, all ofwhich encoumge
vigorous groMh arld mo.e rellable establishment oftransplanted stock".

lTiE HEAIIiER SOCIETY BULLEI'IN vol.7. NO. 14. AUTUMN 2011

2I



vol. 7. NO. 14. AUTTMN 2011 THE MATHER SOCIETY BULLITIN

A pofthene sheet laid on the surface, between ihe plants, is unsighfly andsubject to disturbance by wind, but it covered wiLh a thin Iayer of s'on 
"these

9*i9"a"F:" disdpprd. rhrs vetu i pollLhpnF murched c kidney--haped
hea t]'erbed in my grden. In ir werF 65 du-ee -ved- o td aofiunaptdt - oicotoured
foliage cultivars. A layer of soil ofnot more than one inch thickness was removed
from De \urla( e berween Lhe ptanrs. Lakmg cde nor to t^at{c ir ,rom rhe roors, tJreperennjr weeds $eredcJr Mrh. ed srrip" and re.Lx]gtpsotpo[inenF $ere taidmru een and dound tne pbnr-, edch prei . o\ erlapping l}lF adia, Fnr piece. ThF
souvas reptafd everuy over1ne poll,l|tlme wfu.h wd- obscurFd. omptere,y One.o l r ld  nol  dele( taddlerenceberweFn "before-a.nd"afer '  Ihebed r i ;e-  rowdds
the centre and in consequence subsequent healy rains uncovered sorne highspots of povlhene which, however, were not oblecrionabte.

So far. no \ eeds have dppFded bul i, rs ;xpecrFd rt dr J Jrer, \ced\ MI
qerrn l fd ic  TheI  dJ!  unt ikety ro dFrelop ds Lhe moisrurF M evapordre t romLhe.  tn in layer  o lso i l  aJIer  a Iew ddv\  MLhour ,a in.  From my shoraFx"ef len.e
wjtn.Lnis experimFnlat bed is dpparenr Lhar pot\,,1}lene mut.hing \{4 took
unt ldy on s loping land bur  a.h ievFs r ts  obiecr  unobru\ t \ . ty  o-r  Lhie f ldr

Group News

North East

_ Rcmember us? Thp Nof lh Easr  Croup.  y tu.  l r 's  J  whr lF s in.F I  More in  LheDuxpnn.  srmply DFcause L iFre uJ:  noLl1 ine ro reporr .  HowevFr.  ponretand
held i r :  Annual  F lower Show on Sarurday seprpmber tO ,  d1d Lhree Hedrh.r
5o.rFry memr 'er)  dnd onF non member FnlerFd a lordt  o l  rwcnry Lhjeeerhibits. Su+risingly. they were all ofgood standard in spite of the Aiflicuttsummer we have alt experienced. Geoff and r won the Bi[ crow MemortalTrophy for the Most Points in Show and also the Bobby rhompson rvlemoJJ
Trophy for the Best Exhibit.

We no longer have D Atrudl  OuLing bv.oa.h.  bur  d e -u hooing ro havea so.'al gd Lhermg Lhicj ed rF fip weal}rcrde.idcs ro ei!e u. a teyda; ot dr).sunn-y weathe. later in Seplember. Our few members Mti be norified ;yte lephone when rh15 Ml l  rdkp p td i  e .  Thi -  lasL wFFhend r { r  h"ve crpenen.ed
rne ra l l  end o l  rhe Amer l 'an Hur ' icre Nnl  n 'e l  

Dotothu M.wornel
Yorkshlre Heather Croup

Dight members attended the yorkshire Heather croup meeLing on Saturday,
17Lh Seprember 20 |  |  ro  d i5cuss vdious ropr .s .  Thev were we, .omed I  o RtS

by 1ne new Edu.dlon Offi(er \rho requp:red Lhe dFalher
Societys asslstmce with posters about the socjety and its $oups dd alsocut outs ofheather llowerc to use when educaring children;bo;r plants. rsanyone &'illing to make some cut outs of the various heather speci;s floversthat they c& use?

We looked at photognphs of the Lake Dlstrict conference held the weekbelore, photographs ofhesidentJohn crifffths,new garden ar Lit e preston
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and photographs of blue heathers he had produced by chemical treatment
The subject of blue heathers firct mised its head at the conference when

a picture ofa blue looking heather was shosn in some pictures sentby Boie
Sorensson. Ou kesident thought he knew a little about this as his special
subj ect is colou. chemisfy. He believed it to be an effect on the anthocyanins.

We also spoke about the new cultivars we had seen at the conference arld
in particular the spectacular Calluna vulgaris Jana '. The meeting as usuar
concluded with tea and fiuit cal(e.

Jean Preston will once again organise meetings at RHS Ha:rlow carr on a
Satuday in March, May and September in 2Ol2 which all members de
welcome to attend.

Jean Preston
'Note bU Regtstrari this has been aro nlJor nare thon a decode htLl'tng

been stbmitterl (as CILL t5).for platt brced.erc' ights as long ago as i 994, but
uithdraunin 1999.Ithas beentokenup againbA Krcbs arLdclainredB neb"
in 2006. It U,as a spott on 'Miriam

Home Countles
Please meet outside the cafe at lO.3O for a walk around the Heather

Garden, and at 2 pm at the Hillside Dvents centre for an aftenoon about bees

We will anange a date for September/October 2012 at Wisley.
Barrg SeILers



USEFUL ADDRESSES
Society s W€bsile www.hearhesdiery.olg.trk

Chairnan & P,r.r'r,,r.fr ndiot erdts dr.
Sleering Mr D. Edge, ForesEdge Nu6ery, veNoodRoad. woodlands. wiDbonr.
Commiltee BH2l SLJ. Fd: (01202) 32956,1

T.esn.e. Mr PL Joynef.34 K1nrc$ Road. Rdshington, Tobn, Sourhdmpton. Hrmfrhne,
SO409BN .ndil, philjoyn @b!trtcnrcr co,n Tzlr (02:130) 36,1116

secrel.ry& cotn.it M.t{nHtu .l itler
Slide Librarian Mr R. Boq.rer.37 Cheny Tfte Temce, Cherry Tree, BlekbtrrD RR25NA

3.r"ili richdd.bosdierl @brintemer..om

ledrbook Edit r Afti.les fnr the yedrhaot / Na,nnq .l edth.^
& Regisrar Dr. E.C. Nelson

F . rde la i r s .  seebackcove r

RulLtin Edirnr Nnt4, diitl?: furthe B letnl
M*. D. Eveftr.The Ba"ul, BriDeyy. Herefodshnc. wR6 5TA.

z,,0ir: eveE(@barnurco trk Tcl: (01335)t32206

Adninntralor Srb!..?rn,r, O' tlc^ r, prhhurn'r ?i..
Dr. E.C. Nekon
Flrderaik seebrckcover

Conferenc€ Mn. S. Kay, Le(e4esh Ern. Re.vyle, Co Calway. Republic oflrelaid
M,nager r.nd;1: susiek@gofrde.indigo ie L/, (m35395)13575

Q.otrp O.gra sers (RenenbeL tou will be t.ry *eLode dt an! lDcal neeting .r riit !)

EstMidlrnds Mr.A Hrl1. 10. UpperGrcen. Nanpanrm. Lotrghboough. Leics. LEll ISG
? , r r i l ha l l a32@r i sca l i . co .uk  l c l : ( 01509 )2 :1392 : l

NodhEast M^. D M. wdmer, Lirilecroi. Click eFin. Ponrclatrd. Newcank.upor-Tyie.
NE209BQ Tc l :  i 0 l 66 l ) 323299

Hone Cou.li6 Mr. B. Selle^.3 Coft Road. Nd$ury. London Swl6 3NF.
.'r.;/: selle^bmy@aol..om

South Wcst Mr PL Joyner.34 Kirro$ Roid. Rushingroi. Toton. Sourhdmpron. Hampshie,
SO,109BN. gn,,/,philjoyner@bli ener.com ]./:(02130)364316

Yorlshir€ Dr J. Griffirh.9. AshlerClose. Leeds. WenYo*\hne LS25 ljx
r . / r  ( 0 | | 32 )  361319


