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DIARY OF EVENTS

ArDud gathering, Falnouth

Garden visit datc to be decided

Ponteland Flover Show, Mmorial
HaI. Ponreland

Ctosing date trDI Autumn &lleltl

Closing date for photographs for the annual cD

Yorkshtc A ljalk - topic siill at plaming stage
Jubilee Itoom RLIS Harlow Cdr

Home Comries Meeting date to be conlirdcd.

Closing dale for arucles for Heolhers ro

A Cift of Membership for 2Ol2

The Society is keen to encoumge new members tojoin. Every ensung
member could assist by gMng a yeaJs membership as a gifr_ Remember, ir
is a gft that will last uiil tbe ctose of 2Ol2! F I out m aDDticaLion fom
lwe enclo-ed one wju ,heAurumn 20tO Aut lprrn)  for  a r f l l tv  member o,  J
lnFnd.  ,omFone keFn on garderung dnd l } re ourdoors.  and ledve rhc re, t  ,o  uc

For each gift membership ve will send gou a beautifut bell heather card
witn a printed message inside - Ajtull vear's nenberchip oJThe Heathe(
SocietAJor 20t2 is sent ll)ath ,ery best l,ashes bv ... for you to
perconalize and give to, or send on ro, the intended recipient. Soon
ai(Nard- .  o '  ar  dy ume Jou "peci ty  $F Ml l  send f i .  rcc ip ienr  a le lcr  ot
welcome, a complimentary colour chdt and badge with Hearhers A, ihe
Spnng Buuefin.-. dd so on.

For only 3r5 (for UK addresses, or S18 for Europe or 32r &},where elsc,
you can sotve your gift 'problem and give a whole year's pleasurc.
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Cove! illusrraiion Eri.a Clliaris by BriiaJohdsson

What a uet spring it hds bee'1. Holoeret,lDhile ue tud! not hnu enjoled it nuth, the
y ei plants, including the heath.rs, sutt tohav thrircd.'lhey tnight hau beendlipping
luith uater lot ueeks an end, brt the ftstlt is thdt the Sa/Llen is laokihs /ed11! lltsh. In fdct, the
heather Sonlen nadc a colourlul back-Llrop lor a phatalnph of the eten hare colartfut
Ddlolilh To1ofl Criet a,1d his es.at, tuhD ue hosteLl otet the May Bdnk Hol idav Ht1)eyaterer
speit an erenitl!n)ith a Llazet ar so lo.ot Cie$? Peacelin iL is nat!

Chairman's Piece
David EdEie

As I siL inside the house at the computer, I gaze through theMndow at yet
anotherwetdismal day. A fewweeks agowcwouldhavebeenmore than happy
to see some wet weather but now the sun would be a welcome change. Thc
dnest, coldest and the wettest de tems I hear so iiequenuy tlese days. but
fortDnately our heathers manage to grin and bear these conditions, shrugging
them off with contempt ... whatever happened lo the influ ol semi tropical
pldts into our gddens that we were told would be the trend?

I am most pleased to hearthat our secrctary, Fjchdd Bovater, has made
a sDccessfDl retum to health after undergoing a major operation and I am
sure that we all wish him continuing good hcalth.

The Society appears io be somewbat languishing in the doldrums with
regard toils day to day activities:yes wc havc an excellenl Conference ro look
foruard lo and Lhewebsite (for those coDputer orientated)is an excellenttool
for supplying information to all but l, alld others on Council, welcome
suggestions ofwhere ve go Ioruard in other areas.

The Society is suffering from a dcclining mcmbership md ils jindcial
slowly dwindling. Whilst we are not unique amongst

socleties generally experiencing similar problems we need to plm ibNard to
stall this bend. Much ofthe inpDt into the Socieqr faus on the shoulders of
a few stalwarts Mthout whom the Society would cease lo function so, ifyou.
or someone you klowwould like to put their name foNard to attend Councii
meetings aJId involve themselves in the Society they would be most welcome.
It is not m onerous task and you are able to chat heathers in convivial
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company with other like mlnded souls whilsr undertating a'good cause.
I am looking foruard to attending the Noth American Heather Society

Conference in August md catching up with our overseas counterparts. The
NAHS agenda is full ofheathe. and I lind their quarterly publication gives d
interesiing insight into aspects of heather culture in that region. lt should
prove a most interesting visit aJld hopefully I wil1be lit cnough to provide an
update on my retum.

Notice of AGM
To all Heather Soclety members

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Ceneral Meetlng of the Heather
Society will lake place at Og.lsam on Sunday. gth September 2012 at the
Richardson's Falmouth Hotel. Falmouth, Cornwall, during the Annual
Gathering.

Nominations are also invited for ncw council memberc.
These should be sent by post beforc 24th August 2012, to thc Hon.

Secretary, addressed c/o The AdDinistrator. Tippitiwitchet Cottage, Hall
Road. Outwell, wisbech, PE14 8PE.

Nomination foms, to be completed and signed by the proposers aJld
candidate, caJI be obtained Irom the Adminisbator (at thc address above or
by email theheathersociety.phonecoop.coopJ.

This is your opportunity to seNc thc Socicty, inlluence the way it is run
and learn about heathers at the same time

Atlnual Gathering 2Ol2 - September 7th - fotb
Rlchardson's Falmouth Hotel. Falmouth. Cornwall

Already, people from far and wide have signed up to pa-rticipate in our
gathering, so should you be thinking aboDt coming, its time to make your
decision. Please do nothesitate to contactme eitherby email or phone should
you think you would like to attend.

We shall be in Falmouth, Cornwall, this year staying al Richadson s
Falmouti Hotel, which is set beside the sea. There are several superb
speakers including Dr. E.G.H. Oliver, Keith Spurgin & Stcvc Ymdell.

Two gardens are to be visited. Trewidden Gardens on Salurday as
September and on Sunday gth Seplenbcr we go to Pinetum Park and Pine
lrdge Ga-rdens. Both have features which will interest everybody-

To make themostofourvisitto Comwall, we shau be taking a leisurely walk
at Towan Cross, hoping to iind some Enca c ioris mongsl other heathers.

Sunday eveningwill give you not only the chance to bid for rare cultivars,
but also for you to show md shde your knowledge ofheatners.

It is time for all those who have registered to pay ihe full amount off3lO
per person by cheque or credit cdd {credit card pa}ment attracts an extra
amount ofs5 for processingl. Payment should be sent to Thc Adminisbator,
Dr. E.C. Nelson (address on back of the BuiletanJ, by 300June 2012.
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IfyoD are going to attend, do not forget to stan those .are precious cuttings
so rhat they are wel rooted 1n ume for the annual plant sale at our gatheirng.

At the ume ofli'riung there are only a couple ofrooms available, but anybody
can come as a day visitor and should you wish to attend on this basis, please
send me an email or phone mer a great opportunily to meet like mlnded people
who considerheather to be a wonde ul plant whether in thewild or the gddm.

Susie l(aq
Phone OO353 95 43575 E-mail s us p k@o o lre e - indto o -ie

Tippitiwitchet Corner, Adurinistrator's log no. l5
cmall: theheathersociety@phonecoop.coop

chsrles Nelson

New membets
w€ welcome the following new members since the start of 2Ol2:
Ald Smith: Shefffeld
Jill & Frank Sisson: Trowell
Betty McDonald: Stoke-on-Ilent
Gemld Cla).ton: Mirli€ld
Graham Heather: Dagenham

RHS membershlp
The Heather Society is aJffliated to the Royal Horucultural Society and like

other afthates has been offered several new benelits by the RHS. one offer,
exclusively for members of afliliated socieues like The Heather Society, is that
if a person j olns the RHS tlrough us, we *ill receive a5 for each new membe.
we enrol h the RHS. This applies only to UK residents.

lfyou want to tal(e up this offer, please contact The Administrator; details
ofthe offer are on the leallet enctosed. for UK residents. with this Bulletin.
Sweet-shlrtE

We have a small stock ofour disunctive and verv smart sweat shirts in
bottle geen or maroon with the Society s name and
the Dorset hea.th by Bdta Johansson in white.. We
qdsh to clear the stock so make thls once only offer to

There are limlted numbers, in the "standard"
medium. large and XL sizes. The offer will last untii atl
the sweat shirrs are sold.

For UK members the cost is S5 (cheques or cash
only); for DU members €ro and UsA/canada $ro -
cash teuro notes ordollarbills) preferred. (lfyou want
to pay by debit/credit card, please contact The
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Keep the home flre burnlng
I returned from sun'drenched Crete a veek ago (as I Mite), having bcen

there for almost sixweeks. The island had the wettestwinterin living memory
ed the tree heaths were exceptionally flonferous, I thought. The news here
in The Fens (as in most ofBritain) is that it was the wettestApril for acentury,
ed the gdden is sodden (despite tle drought").

Erixa erigena W. T. Racklif did not enjoy the past winter but now is
sewing as some excellent kindling (waste not. want notll as its stems are very
stout. I planted it 17 ye3rs ago, but the sudden swilches in temperature last
February, from minus l6"C to plus r6"C ln4ahours, probablywas ihe death
of it. Whether the stump vill sprout again, only time will tell. It js very
appropriale to bum it, for onginally Erica vas the name of a planl knorrr to
the Ancient Greeks which was used for maklng beacon flres.

Otherpldts suwived unscathed it seems, including Lucy Gena (altrlough
there 1s no sign of any young growth yetl , E. x arendsxma Cha-rnwood Pink
has novers and new shoots). E. x oldenburgensts 'Ammerland' (which was
growing up through w. T. Rackliff but was unaffected by the wcather) md
two clones of E. manDuilAora, Bert Jones and all unnamed one from Crete.

Fax cotrtact

There 1s no dlrect fax number for The Heather Society. Ifyou wish to send
a fa-r please send it to I+ 44 ifdjalling from outsjde t}]e UKj (O) t2O2 a29564
and mark it clearly Please forward to The Administrator". The paper copy will

The fomer fd number (as printed on putJlications, etc.)does notopente.
Amore rapld method ofcontacting the Society is by email, ofcourse. I aim

to dsver emails within 24 houE.

And, flnally.,. the annual appeals

Please keep in mind the 2Or3 yearbook, which will ma-rk the Societys
golden jubilee. Articles on any heatnery topic will tre mostwelcome, before the
end of oclober, please.

Ard, of course. please also take photographs of anything heathery -
gdd€ns, individual plants, heather pcople - for the Society s annual CD, ed
send them to me by 30 September. If each member took just a single
photogEph - it is een possible to take these with mobile phoncs, I hed!-&d
sent that one to me for the CD we would have an instant 200 photograph
collection. Simple!Yes!So please don tjust read this and saytoyourself"Yes,
I will take a photogaph ofmy garden sometime later this week/mon1h/year"

please go and do sonow!!lttakesno time and will give all members pleasure.
Everyone can grow heathers - dd take photolfaphs.

Wffi
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Des Perry
Just as tnis Bulietan was golng to publicarion the Society lemt of the

passing away ofDes Pery- Des ald his late wife Sybil were active members
of the Heaiher Society since l97O and great supporteE of the former Soutb
West tncal Group of the Society. An dticle dedicated to the memory ofDes,
and his involvement with the Soclety, will be prepared for inclusion in the

D ab o e cia c on t abr ic a'Amelie'
This clone has been proposed for the Sociery's PremierAward. To obtain

information tosupport thlsproposal, a number of lial plants werc distributed
last year to members in Britain, md have been grom in fteir gardens for a
year. Here are some ofthe comments recently received.

Flowering varies from few or even very few to flowered vell . with the last
flowers between mid August, to end ofseptember, to early November.

Flowercolourwas neder to HI3 (cnmsonl . and blossoms were described
as having a lovety luminoslbf".'Grew well, nice compact shape". md "strong without being vigorous"
seems to sum up the habit.

Most plants survived but one membd queshoned its hardiness after the
plmt died following tvo spells of 3"C each for 3 days.

As to whether there is any better Daboecia, the lury" is divided! Blueless'
('although colourc are different"l, and D. x scotica {hddier).

Does this cultiva desere to be recognized as alr outstanding new

Yes [4 votesj , but there vere three members who stated it was far too early

Do you grow this cullivar? What de your opinions?
Replies to The Administrator (see back cover)

A National Collection of Daboecias at Holehird
Brenda Leese and Val Jeffreys

On behalf of 'Ihe Hol€hlrd Heather Team.

The Holehird Heathe. Team very much enjoyed meeting members ofthe
HeatherSociely duirng theirvisit as part oflastyed sAnnual Gathering, and
was pleased with the advice and geneml informatlon received. We were
particularly delighted when we were subsequenfly invited to be the host of a
NaUonal Collection of Daboecias. We accepted immediately!We do evenrually
require the agreement of the Council at Holchird, once we have the required
number oI cllltivars but do notenyisage thisvillbe aproblem. Brenda Leese,
a botanist bybackground, has agreed to take the lead role, assistedby other
Healher Team members.

We havebeen assessing our enstingDaboecia count (and trying to locate
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t}le ones we think we havelj, as well as prcparing one olorrr heather beds lor
thc new arrivals that will be necded to reach the 75% of the total number of
cultivars that a National Coliecnon requires. Wc dc aware that itw'll take a
yed or so to ensure the plants ve havc (md still needJ are correcdy namcd
in order to achieve the 75%. At Llolehird we a re fortunate in having three other
National Collcctions (Astllbes, Hydrangeas and Polystichumsl and ureir
keepers, from whom to get advice and assistance wjth the paperwork. we are
also very $ateful to Davtd Edge for advice (and plantsl and the promise oi
more plants once they become availablc. We have also received gitts of
'Co-colF dnd W' l l idm Bu"hudn Cold ,hdnk you lbr  Lhos. .

We are now looking to increase our count of cultvars. The list belov
identifies those we do not yet have at I'Iolehird. The Heather Team has a
budget to pay for dy heathers ihat caJr be provided for the collection. So, if
anyone out there is able to help with plmts orcuttings from the list, wc would
be del ighted to hear  t rom you.  Please contact  Brcnda Leese on
b.leese@vahoo.co.uk or 015394 88191 in the lirst instance.

we look forwaJd to hearing iiom you!

Missing Daboecias:
'Bellita i Snovdrift; while Carpet r'BebdaPhillips i Blueless i Cherub';

'cinderella i Cleggan : Clifden'i covadonga i Donard Pink r 'Eskdale Baron l
'Eskdale Blea r'Eskdale Blonde; Globosa Pink: Hnlequin: Heraut: irish
Shine i Jomna i Uohnny Boy: Lilac Osmand i Pink: Pink Lady; Polifolia i
'Porter'sVaneqr': Praegerae'i 'Purpurea r'Rodeo i'Rosea r'Rubra i Bearsden :
'Ben i 'Tabrznhilf i Wijne : Tom Pearce: 'V&cssa.

Request for doaated photos of registered heathers
Chr is  carnons-Vt i l l la Ins <chr ls@lvydenegardeds.co.uk>

As a hobbv I  am crcal ing a smal l  educat ional
website www.iwdenegddens.co.uk, part of which aims to compare the
flower, foliage, ovelall shape, fruit/seed and in nowerbeds /landscape of every
cultivated/viidllower plant eithe. $o$n and/or sold in Lhe UK. Some
heathers change foliage colour from season lo season and I would like to
include all your regislered heathers in my website and ileir foliagc in lie
Foliage Colorir wheels (2r2 colours) and their flowcr colours in their om
galleries as vell as in the Flower Colour whcels. To do this I need donated
photos of the flower. flowers, each change of foliage colour fiom iuvenile to
mature to dead or from sping to summer, autumn and winter as well as the
whole natuml shape. I have done I O% of the native !,rldflowers as rheir own
page, alt of them in thet family pages wiih website links to photos mail order
for seeds or plants and distnbution maps. I am presently doing thc American
cladioli registered in 2oog - having done registrationyear 2008 and the ones
supptied by the registra-r of English Classilied Gladioli for ihe European
Gladioii.
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Conremara Chit Chat
Susie Kay

Big sigh, thatjob is over for another year. 'THD PRUNING"
Dvery year I ponder What is the best way to rackle the task? This is for

all 01 thc sumDcr heathers, ad, as the yeaJs pass by. I just get more
perplexed.

I have read all the relevant sections in my books alld I eagerly peruse any
magazine piece on the subtect- But Lhisyed I had a new book to consultand
I was delighted to find that another person approached the problem in much
Lhe same way as me. The late David Mcclintock apparentlydid not believe in
pruning, as mentioned in our newest bible H.trdA Heatlvrs, by Dr. E-C.
Nelson. I perhaps do nol take it quitc that fd ed do attempt some pruning.

There de quite afevheaihers in mygarden, some morealive thanolhers,
so last year, I did employ a slightly different regime. I had a few plants c,t
Calluna l)ubans Kinlochruel, which werejust not performing, so I did rol
take the secateurs lo themi Ijusl mdked them ibr removal at a later date. A
fewveekspassed and I noticed a lotolgreening, so they were given a repricve
aJld lo and behold they flowered in abundmce ad provided a grand show.
The same devil may care idea was practiced on quite a Iew -Drica ,agans plalrts
which have been around for ages- In Lhis case, the flower spikes that were
produced became much longer and very floriferous.

As everyone knows, I am not aJ' d\pcrt md would not recommend this laz-y
attitude to the more serious heather gardeners amongstyou, butitmade De
alter some ofmyviews on pruning.I am delinilelynot a hedgehog. butneither
am I a totally free spirit, so myplants appearsomewherein the middle ofthese
two stales. New and ncwish plantswouldbe tidied roencourage a good shape

All tiis makes itsound as ifI am the lazieslofgddeners, but somehowthe
pruningseemstogo on for*er. As I cut awaywith either the secateurs, or thc
battery powered small lrimmer,I find mymindwmderingtopeople that I have
met and places I have visited, all becallse ofan interest in hcalhcr.

Thc trulyvcnerable David Small. vho gave so much encouragement in the
earlier days in fact once when he and Aine wcre visiting, he remdked that
my pruning was very good.I lelt tharwas high praise.'fhrough David. I went
to Germany and Holland. countries I would probably never h:fc visited.

The ln Intemational Confcrence, intoduced me to Kurt Kramer and
Jurgen Schroder. more English heatherpeople, along wiLh m Amencm lady,
known as Dcc, whom I had somehowmissed on the lrish trip in 1995. Charles
Nelson had organised that, and I was lucky enough lo sit ncxt lo awonderful
Italian gcntlemm called Lupo (snip, snip, snip) and memories of Lupo
retumed when we met again in Spain in 2007. This sends mc inro a revede
ofthe excurslon to lookat heather in NorLh Westem Spain. Although we are
blessed in Connemara with several species ln the wild. it is small becr to what
we saw there all that E. mackayana witl colours ranging from pure white,
through blush to a deep pink. (Down go thc sccalcurc md I go to inspect my
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successill "macs grown from Lhe cuttings obtained on the Spanish tdp). One
partcular cutting from this trip has provided me with some planrs I call"Spanish Blush , I isjust for my owr pleasure and is doing reasonably well
in the stream drain. I am not bothering to register it, as it probably only
appeals to mysell but I am taking extra care ofit dd cursed both a.log and
a child forjumping on it.

I movc onlo some Cauunas. which call to mind how I hale seen thcm
growing on the West Coast ofAmerica. I had such enw on my first visjr to
oregon. why did they grow so well for Ella May wulff& Stefani Mccme-Dickey
and all thc other people we visiled. I know thcywonl. about not having enough
vater in the summer, bulyou can always add waler, buL cm never take awav
thc cxcess thatseems to turn my poor specimens into brown lumps- At teast
that means a few lcss to prune. But mv mind is in America now and I am
mrrelling at how a little flower $owing on themountainbehind mchastaken
me so fal away from home. Here are a largc group of people gathered ro
worship the small flowers and offer advice and triendship. Allhough tnere is
no true wild heatherin America, the gardens I have seen are superb and a rcal
credit to thelr orl|rters-

On Vdcouver lsland at aiother Intemational, I meet Mario, apassionate
ho iculturist from Fort Bragg in Northem Califomia. (Rush across rhe
gdden to look at C.r. Fort Bragg , suNiving, but that is a wholc story in itselt.
All the peoplc I have met in America have been so welcoming and nothing is

An cmail dnounced that a N.A.H.S. Conference was to be held in ForL
Bragg. so having atready met Mario, I had to travel to see the heather gardens
ol North Califomia. This was madc possible by Joyce Prothero md Dlla May
driving me iiom Phjlomath, Oregon. Joycc had already taken two boats and
a long car drive from her homc on Vdcoriver Island such is the power of the

By now in my ramblings, I have moved to anothcr bcd -'Johnnys
Rockery"i it was he who placed thc rocks vith his digger and brought dom
the telephone linc at the same time. The mind goes track to Penrith, 1997,
when David Small held a cutting workshop. JudyWicksten and I sat together
whilst we eamestly did as we were told. Judy knew she would not bc abie to
have her elTorts senl on from Denbeigh and dutilully heiped me, so that I
cnded up with a large number that were taken away to root under good
conditions. Some of Orese suruive today inJohnny's rockery. bui David. Judy
and Johnny are gone.

Instead ofa ramble ihrough the gardcn. this has become a ramble inmymind
of a1l the people ed places. and I haven t even got as fd as South Africa. My
travels and experiences in South Alrica have been well docEcnted over ihe
years, but when I look at the few Cape Hcaths, dedTed Oliver comes immediately
to mind. we are to be blessed with avisit from Ted in September at ou Conlerence
and perhaps some ofyou will be as intrigued with t]]e Capes as I was the lirst Umc
I met Dr- E.G.H. Oliver dd his horticultunst, in 1995, in Dublin.

Looking ar 'EdewechL Blush reminds me of another Ldp across Holland
md Gemdy with the indefatigable Anne & David and Barry Sel1c6. We
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visited a wondeful exhibition mounted by heaiher growerc, including KuIt
Kramer. Kurt and Aine inviled me to chnsten a new heather that had been
bred by Kurt. My plant was called Rudi' (D. x kramer0, which I am ashamed
to say has not survived, ard I was inboduced to Garden cirls . There de
mmy ol these ladies now and they are all bud bloomers. Back in 2002 Kurt
wasjust producing a lew lor the Europed market around All Souls Day.

I turn my attention to the vinter heathers, which, apart from a curative
snip, snip when they are small, have been left to grow into nther large bushes.
About three years ago, I took my pruning sarv to an E. engena Superba , which
was well over si,\ feet and reduced it to two feet. Nowin 2012, it has compl€tely
recovered. (see centre page photograph), and is in tuI blossom, plus, some
seed that it scattered has produced plants in the same area. I also tried this
on m unnamed white engena, but this is taking much longer to get back to
its origlnal size. One D. teminolis was taken to ground level having become
ld loo straE€ly and unkempt. I just left a few shoots that vere originating at
its base but did give a snip to these as if I was doing some pinching out ofa
shrub, and now there ls tight packed grovth coming back. The moral being,
that for a bit of fun. one cd sometimes afford to be bold!

But l look in desperation at Bnan Proudley . He came from Anne and David
and h:!d fomed a good wind barier for plants to either the North Wesi or the
South East. depending on where the wind was coming from. The wonderful
honey smelling flowers de beginning to fade. They have been wilh us since
November and it ls now mid April. On a closer examination of the five plants,
I realise that perhaps they are getting past their best. A dilTerent technique
this time. The tallest stems de cut back. and where the short stems at the
base oftheplantare encroachingonb orhcrheaurers, amdical cuthas to be
made, to avoid a bae bottom- Bnd Proudley has been good to me md I have
quite a tev offspring around the place. This pl&t ticks a lot ofthe boxes for
me, veryfloriferous, grows to agood height, flowers overalong pedod of time
&d has a heaveniy smell, which is very pronounced on a warm early sprlng
day. i m afraid two pletswere completely removed as perhaps I shouldhave
given them some pruning before, but this meds I have room for some new
winter heatherc that ou Chdman kindly gave me.

I sit dom on a convenientrock and ponderagain aboutpeople I have met
through Erica and wonder if they de out there doing exac tly the same as me.
I eaTect lots of them have much better ideas on this pruning lark and maybe
they could write about thet successes in the Bulletinand then I would really

Observing whal happens in the vild isn t of much use cither. In tne
National park at l€ttefrack, sheep have be€n banned and the Collunals now
quite tall, but delinilely ragged and appearing in need of a good eaung,
whereas the plants on ourdogwalk, again with no sheep around, aJe ground
hugging. This I suppose is due to their pronmity to the sea md greater
exposure to wind and salt. Yet the PaJk getsjust as much wind and rain as
lhe headlands ofNorth Connemda. And that takes me to thinking aboDt the

cant inue. I  an p. tg.  12



vol. 7. NO. 16. SLIMMIR 2012 ITIE HE{HER SOCIETY BULLEITN

ModeI

RecoDered E. erigena'Superba uith'Thing Nee'
in the JoregrourLd and Arbutus Unedo behind
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The roses and geraftiums take oDer Jrom the Ertca
x darleVercls Jor colow tn Rirhard. Co.noDan's

garden.
tajt 'Jennu Porter' and'Moonshiie . Right 'Jack H

Btunnnage' . AILjust ptuned on this Maa daa in 20 j t .

Barrv s un-named heathe|

ier & Escort
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The winter of 2Ol I - 2012 was completely frosr free for us, untike th€
previous two winters with their freezing conditions. Bur there was a price ro
pay for the lack ofhost. Constant storms! From September 2Ol I we hardlv
hdd a dry dav.  LU-nrng i t  rn to Lhe wer rF5r  Jcd - i r  ,  e  ml  '  R ords bFgan In I996.
and with the rain came huge doses ofsalt. We all know fiat a largc mount
ofsalt is bad for our health and de constantly being adjured ro take less in
ourdiets.Itmustbe Lhat an overdose ofsaltis notgood for the planrs either.
I ambecomingconvinced that this is the cause ofthedemise ofa larqenuober
of  Cdi lunas ano ,  i rprpds wirh nJsN bros.n pdr .hes.  Did rhe pr" ;ous cold
stressing make them more susceprible this past winrer to the salt? This
makes me think maybe the cold is better than lhe salt taden wind. Our whole
garden was totally waterlogged as the nins came dom and the big healy
woltuound was leaving 4 inch deep footprints alt over the place. We are sort
of dri€d out now aid will probably be mo&ing later in the summer rhar we
haven t enough water. I am well aware rhar laree parts oI England are
etTeriencing drought, so Ivould willingly send some ifitwas possibte. Every
heather gardener has his or her cross ro bear with diffeline wearh€r
'  ondi l ions p lus rhFi r  so i l  (ompo\ i r ion dd whar dops wet  tor  on;  i r  a  ro," l
disaster for another. I am still situngon therock tryjng to make sense ofit att
and come to the con.lusion that I musrpelsevere with trying to grow Lhe lit e
ilowers, sinceifl had given up I wouldn thave thewonderfulmemories oltriDs
dd ppople who hdvi  dominared my hfe s.nce 1995.  Th 5 is  nor  nFartv  -o tona
d- d lor  o l  p .ople I  have m.r  Lhrough rhF ea fer  Soi  r . ry .  r  =aru .  i . . r ,  -J
every one I have met with all thet knowtedge, wisdom and encouEAemenr.
Plea\e keep g iv inC i  out .  espe, .d l ly  on rhp issue ot  prunrng.

MacFoochie's heather beer
Charles Nelson

In an issue of HeotlEr notes {the newsletcr of the Northeast Heather
Socieb,) I spotted an item that prompted me to check that the issue was not
daLed the First ofApril. But, it wasn't, so itis nor ajoke, not even Lhe bit about
the Clarl emigrating from Italyl

For the benefit of those who never see ,LtealrEr notes here is what was
published (reprinted by courtesy oINEHS) the oriAinal em was anonvmoDs
bur I  gupssed t .orrecr ly t  that  Dr  Donctd Ma,  kdv ua-  r r re,  onrnUuror .
Heether Ale Spotted in Malne

Il you get to Maine, especially in the Mr Desert area, took our for
MacFoochie s Scottish Ale, which the label declares is .Made virh Scottish
Heathe. Tips.'

The Atlantic Brewing Compdy of Bai Harbor helpfully ea?lajns on the
.MacFoochie s ScottishAle is named for the Maffucci clan who emidnted

lo Amer icd l rom r ic  h jghland\  o l  l ra ly  in  rhe ldr"  I  g lh,  enrury.  This hedJrr
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ale style is believed to have origlnated in
Edinburgh in the lgth century. Scortish
ales tend to be "a wee blt heary" and
MacFoochie s is no exception. We follow the
traditional style of sweetness, fullbody, and
a low hop flavor profile. The result is a
complex beer yielding robust malt chness
and subtle toffee notes. They add: Our
brewers describe this ale as "Dark as night
and sweet as love, our Scottisb ale has a
good dose ofpeatsmoked malt and a unique
touch of heather ln addition to the hops.
Dnough strength to keep you warrn on a long
winter night. thls fine ale can be consumed
with or after dinner."

Finally, the rather Dnusual MacFoochie
name is explained in a footnote: 'The Matfucci name was Drobablv con-uDted
by $e immigrddon of l ic ia l  a l  ! l l i5  ts tdd in  New york. '

llyou can believe that you can well believe in the faerie origin of Heather
AIF proposed by RoberL Loui\ Srevenson. \ ou .d Jso rdkF ml word dxdr
is indeed a bee! very much worth the drinkjnA.

Well, i am happy to take Donald's word for it, but still I sent d emall to
the brewery and asked for some furrher informatlon. Jon HiU. Brewer at the
Atlmuc Brerlng Company. promptly responded:

Hl! My boss asked me to respond to your email about our Scortish ale:
MacFoochies Scottish Ale. This is a strong Scottish ale with some peat
:moked bal ry  drd healher .  We use dr ied hearher  r io ,  w.  ser  l rom N f l t r
c o u n l r y  M a l r  S u p p l y .  w e  a d d  i  i n t h e b r F w i n m e s f r b a g s a r a i a r e o r a p o u n a
perbmel, half atthebeginningof boit. hatf atthe end. I believeheatherrs from
Scotland but when I caled North CounEy they didn,t know where itwas from
as they buy it from someone else.

I asked in return ifthey could send me a riny sample ofthe "d edhearher
tips ,lust out ofcu oslty - after all, I might be able to tell where they came
from. Alas, it is evidently fal. too valuable a herb even to sDa re a Dinch as I have
recFlved no '  esponse t \4avbe f i  e  NEHS can ger  a . " .pG o-  - i  *o, rA t i te  ro
see what heather is used it should be Calluna, but why dried? All the recipes
I  know. whi le  nor  s t ipu la l ing i rFsh hearhFr.  impty thdr  is  p icqed fu1d u"pd
immediately. Who would wmt to dry it mlvay? Has eyone ever seen .drted
heatner tiDs ' for sale?

W@
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A plea from Richard Canovan
In the rgaos, Barry Sellers hybndised a brilliant Dnc.. x darley€nsas (see

centre pagesj . The photog.aph is trom one of the original plants he kindly gave
me in 19a9. Its flowers, from late winter to May, are in very long racemes
.esembling those of Erecta' but in a nch rose pink that deepens to magenta
with time, over bnght green follage. The tips in spring are dcep pink and
silver. But 1t has yet to be propagated and named. Come on Barrv!

lNote added tom tle Resistrat anlA l,hen a plant is propasated and
dLstributed should it be giuet a name and thot name registercd. Come on.
Richard! A Aou ha\e not prcpogated this bonder.ful plant aet. can members
erpect Lats o_f Aoungsters to be aDailable at Falmouth" dutq named?l

Would you know where to find our rarest heather?
ReprintealJrom The lrish Tlmes, Saturaloy, FebrtlarV 78, 2072
RepfodrEed bg kitr.l penrission oJ lhc Irlsh'I'irnes a d Michaelrtiftes

On the olher side ofMweelrea, where the steep side ofthe mountain slopes
into Killary Harbour, the remains ofa pre Famine clachm perch above the
shore. The clachan is called Derry, for the clump ofgnarled sesstle oaks fiar
crouch among tle rocks, but its real botdical distinction is the thicket of
chest high heather groMng along the clachan s old lazybeds. While the oak
buds stil clench on bare twigs, the pink flowers of Enca erigena, now called
Iish heath. are crowding into early bloom.

I iift this picture from memory, as too many fences and too much rough
terain now stand in my vay. but a new book from Charles Nelson, long an
energetic student oflreland s flora, reDinds me that the Killary thickets are"one ofthe most remarkable colonies ofthis parncuhrplant, unique among
our heathers forbloomingin late Mnter and spring. Dr Nelson s weighty and
gorgeous Hardu Heoth€rs _from the Northern Hemi.spiEre' (Kew Publishine,
C6Ol pFr su3dp- me Lo surrendFr Ihc rem \4Fd rerrd led h"aLher by whi .h
the shrub 1s stil1more commonly knowrr in Connacht. But rhe "trish in ts
name nises questions, as do other rcre heathers of the west. Enca engena
does, indeed, touch the Mediterranean at MalaEa and Cadiz. but its
drsconnpi  rpd Dopular ion- .  some ot  onlv  -  .w t runar . . t  p tdts .  . -F dol red
across Spain and Portugal md extend even to Bodeaux, in western Fmnce.
It is still more than I,lookm from Ireidd s southemmost pldis in a hollow
on Errisbeg, abovc Roundstone in Connemaa.

In the firct book of his Connemara tJiloli/, Lrstening io the wind, Tim
Robinson described visiting the plants or Erisbeg on a sunny day in
February, when "the heathe. was a vivid pale green againsr the wintry grey
ofthe surroundingslopes, and a few mounds ofit were already covered in tiny
pale lilac flowers. The tubular blossoms ee only a Iew millimetres long, and
with a hand lens one can see trre chocolate coloured anthersjust showing in
t\eir mouths like the tips ofvelvet-gloved nngers...
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A visiting Welsh naturalist lilst took note of the plant in 17O0, but credit
for finding and colecting it generally goes to the work of the Trinity botanist
James Mackay in 1829. He traced its scattered colonies northwards, to
Claggan Mountain beyond Mayo s Mulrany, where wild goats of dcient
lineage still browse upon t, and on through the hills and bogs to the Mullet
Peninsula- Dr Nelson shows a great sweep of the heather bloomingwith bright
cpnng gor  se on tnF Mnds$Fpr .ho 'e of  Lough Can o\mo'F.

Its otgins,like those ofour other ra-re heathers with southern homelands,
fomed palt ofthe great - and continuing debate on the arnval in lreland after
thc Ice Age of Lusitanian spccics. Even a few decades ago, lrish natural
sclentists as eminent as Davld Webb. WA Watts alld Frank Mltchell were
readyto think that t]'e disjunct" heathers ofthewest {lrishheath, Mackay s
hea& and St Dabeoc s healh)mighlhave suryived in somc mild rcfugc on thc
ofshore seabed, dried out as the Atiantic fell back in the lce Age. where Irish
healh is concemed, howcver, the absence of my fossil pollen before the last
Ice Age threw its native credentials into questton. Work with an electron
microscope on deep peat cores from Claggan Mountain found its pollen
appearing nrst in 1431, ar the height of maririme conlact between westem
Ireland. westem France and northwestSpain. At any of these add.esses, the
bushy and pliable bmJlches oftne plmtcould have seemed an ideal packing
around wooden casks ofwine.

The rarest Lusitanian heather in Ireland is Enca ciliar6, a mainly
Plrenean plant wiih litue frlnges at the ends of its leaves, and usualy called
the Dorcet heatn lbr ils sparse presence in that English county. But its one
known colony in Connemara is now, says Dr Nelson, regdded as dubious,
the result of a deliberate introduction". In the days before its disgrace, Tjm
Robinson led me to the precious clump. groving quite unprotected beside the
nanow road tbatcrosses Roundstone Bog. (Tlm,1n his wrltlngs, stlll keeps lts

Found there in 1965. its credentials as a natlve plant were supported by
the knom discovery of its fossil flowerc and seeds beneaih glacial gravel near
Gort, Co Calway, together with those of Mackay s md St Dabeocs heaths.
Sjnce then, the early rgth century activities of Wllliam Mc,{la, a dedicated
but erratic local botanist dealing with English plant collectors. have come
under suspicion. As Tim Robinson wondcrs in LGtening to the Wind: Does the
guilty shade of Roundstones great botanlst haunt the crags, planting
heathers in ihe night? Charlcs Nelson himself still has heretical doDbts. I
tend to the view," he ETites casuauy, _that Nature alone has been at work."

A heather lover's rant!
Lizzie Judson

I was weeding my gdden the other day adminng my winter heathers in
vanous shades of vibrant pink, when surounding gddens remained drab
and lifeless, and I asked myself: 'why doesnt everyone love heathers?'

As there was plenty of weeding to do I had Ume to muse. so here are my
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conclusions - and theyre not altogether pleasing! Hexe comes the ral1t:
Where do most people see heathers these days? On a day ro day basis I

erpectmdypeople see themplanted dound public buildings orsuperrnaJkets.
My local supemdket has winter heathers dound its large cd pdk.
Obviously they have been chosen as they are low maintenance which is whar
they seem to be getting. They are tidied occasionally but at the moment they
de not looking happy indeed they must have had a bad winter as mally are
very brosn and obviously dead aJld have looked like that for some time.

Atleast the supennarket has ihe excuse that looking after heathers is nor
their core business. In public show gardens, they have no such excuse. So
whats going on? Many have had their heather gardens for a long rime in
massed heather island beds. These look stunning if properly looked afier. But
many these days just aren t. Naming no names but gardens thar wouldnt
dream of having shabby show beds leave ilowered heather bcds with some
obviously dead heathers in them sometimes for months on end. untrimmed,
unloved and covcred in leaves. Yes I knowyou re meant to leave the summer
llowering ones untrlmmed lor a while after flowering - bur rheir winrer
flowering beds often look sad too. As supposed examples of gddening
excellence they surely must be able to find some way to keep rheir hearhers
looking reasonable whilst waiting for their nexr trim?

Hurah for the British Heather Growers Association who do know how to
getheathers looking theirbest as evidenced by tvo excellent Hampron Courr
show gardens. But thjs b.ings us to the ner-t problem people tnink you have
to have acid soil fo! a1l heathers. I was adminng the latest Hampton Coult
garden lastyearand heaJd someonebehind me saing to her friend howlovely
it was. The hend agreed but said it was no good as heathers need acid soil".
Aghhl

Which segues nicely into the next portion ofmy lant. You can t ger mDch
choice in heathers easlly any more. My garden, according to various soil
testinglve done, is neutral (hence all mywinter flowe ng heatheG). Butyou
by getting Enca ragans in most garden centres, ed that acruallv llowers in
summer in non acid soil ... and as for what they often do stock Dainted
heaLhers . .  words fd i l  mc.

Finally, most gardening prcsenters don t seem to have the imaginarion
Heather Society meDbers have. I remember how grati5/ing it was to hear
Monty Don saying how the Hampton Coult garden changed his vievs on
heathers nice of him to admit it but it is a shame that TV gardening expcrrs
don t do more to help people think ofnew ways ofusing plmts like heathers.

So what to do? Here de sone thoughts
Everyone can grow winter flowe ng heathe.s, they look vibnnt when

everything around lhem is domant. you trim them immediarely after
flowe ng md so they never lookrubbish. We need ro ger people to make more
of them! How about doing an edly RHS show (I noticed there was one in
Cardiff in late Apdl) to showcase them - I know thafs a litrle late bDt is there
mything you can do to hold them back a b[??

Lobby major gaJdens / offer help with their bedragglcd heather beds
surely theymustbe embuassed aboutthem? Perhaps theyneed rorc-think
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their large island beds if they cd t look after them ed use heather more in

Lobby garden expe s. Maybe Monty Don. as a bom again hearler love.,
would be receptive to more innovative ways of using them?

Be bmvel Do we really. really have to leave summer nowcdng heatherc
lookinB sad and u. l rnmm.d for  ha l l  the yeaf  r  d  l  we r im thFm ;  JUrumn

at least those who live in mildcr deas? I remember an articte in the
Bulletin{?) that to me suggested that lt wasnr a lot vorse to tim tnem
immediately aJter flowering. Slightly arrested growth and rhe occasional dead
heather are surely belter than all summdheathers looking rired for much of
f i  e  rcar .  wel l  havF rn.d | |  .nd am dwa rng devetopmenr i l rhorgh I  do on y
trave one small test Enca uagans so I suppose it is not much ofa riskll)

Finally be proud! Plant your prettiest heathers in ihe parr ofyour ftoni
gardcn that everyone can sec vhen walking past - then. who can fail ro fall
in iove with them too?!

Unthinkable? A Lavrn Tax
Wlth acknowledgements to the Cuardlan - 6 Apri l  20l2

Richcttd C.lnauan spotted thts e.litonal in rhe Cuardian neuspapeL and
txith hts tttnd on heathers, he camments: "Wtb uould. lTave thoughL tr.at
introdtcing heaters naa constitute ta\ aDoidance."

As gardeners in eastem and southern Britain hmg up theirhoscpipes for
tne summer, 1t may be worth considcring one way ofsoothing their pain and
at Lhe same time easing Lhe curentwarershorrage in the UK s mosrpopulous
reglons. Discourage the eroMng of grass. Specilicalty, grass that is pDrely
aesthetic, kept short, edwhich absorbs thousands ofgallons ofmainswater

taMS. once a celcbration ofstatus, de nowadays an affronr to changing
climale. They are an environmental deserr, generally a monoculture where
any tendency to biodiversity 1s vcxed by the applicarion of noxlous weed-
killers. Ciover, buttcrcups. daisies and dainty speedwell de all unwelcomc.
Even worms ae to be deterrcd. Meanwhile, keeping the sward green and
encouragingitto growrequires aswell as copiouswarcr- rcgularapplications
ofoil based feltiliser. And having got ii growing, cutting it back again takes

inlensive machinery_
Some claim that laMs have a cerrain benelit as a kind of natural zlir

conditioncr. But they serve no socially usefulpurpose, ornone thatwoutd not
be better served by turning the space over to vegerables.Ifthat sounds over
prcscriptive, itwould bc less effortftrl to allowawildflowermeadow to develop.
GolI courses, ed sports lields are shaJed public spaces and IaU into a
dilTerent category'- But, while a property tax remains a disrant dream, a rd
on prlvate lams beyond a ccrtain size is within the gift of every chdcellor.

\ dt. .tr c"+*-?"!f* 4|4i"
t r f  . 1  \
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Group News
Ail Society cvents, including group meetings are now listed on

$/rN.heathersociety.olg

Yotkshire
'The Yorkshire Heather Group s small bMd of dedicared members met at

RHS Harlow Cm in Mdch. At the meeting they viewed a sho PowdPoint
presentation of President Jotm Grifiiths large new garden and rhe heatner
plating. 'l'his was followed by vdioDs discussions on hcathers, gardenjng ropics
etc. duing the tea and biscuits break.

As il vas a beautitul, waJm, sr]lmy aftemoon a walk aroud the 67 acre
garden completed the meeting where the serious topic of discussion was the
winter flowerlng hearhcr beds.

Thc ra lk  p-dred for  f i  e  Md.h m.er ing. 'Pho,ograth-  uf  l  lpaLf  er :  .  I  dd ro
bF po-rponrll Js Lt'e Eloup \e, rerdtr $ds ill rd shF f ad I he r-D5. Thr- rook p .. e
on 261" May when members studied the heathcr photogFphs and tricd ro nme
the one with missing labels.

The neyl  'neeru1g.  s  h!  h i -  usuJ v held rn ldr .Ju ly .  is  "  v is  l  ro  a ed d.n.  \o
dF.rs ion ha-  l , .Fr  ra l (Fn d-J Fr  on J v ;nue bul  one -  rgge-uon i "  a  " i - i i 'o  - .e  | ,hc
Nationai Collection of water lilies at Bumby HaU, Pock1inAron. The garden is
\ i tudred ru-r  o lTm'  AIO7q Ynrk ,o dul .  ro ld.  Thi"  Adde;  hd-  qui ;  J  l t rae
.ollpcLion ol f edL}er\ L' .r. Llu" ro Lhe neuLrdl oH of Uf so in Lhs aie- rher .,,
all ffr.r no$ Prinl one!.

ou durum m;el ing i -  oni  e aedn bJck " r  RHs qar low cd on S"rDr. lay.6d
Oclober20 l2 ar 2.3Opm. Thrs meF,t]lgwill LJ(e pld.e in fieJ .bilF. Room a- ll'r.
Wollson Room i- alLr.ddj book"d. The opic rs slll Jr Lhe plarnng.rag"._

Jedn Prestan

Northeast
Silting vith the lights on in edly evening, and healy €Iey skies wlth conrinual

rain, doesnt exacdy inspire one to ltrink of heathers and Flower Shows. But,
somewhere between now and Seprember we have got to encoumge tnese poor
\odd.n p ldr-  ro bur- r  forrn rn lo g lor iou\  Techi r .o lor .  Y.- .  on sdru-L lay.
septembFr a!  ' l  MI  be Lhe Po-r 'e ld ld nowcr Sl -ow.  whi  h ur l .  b .  h. ld  r  he
Memorial Ha1l, Ponteland. All entries to be staccd between 9.00 and t l.OO m..
when iudgjng wi I conxneni F. Thn show Ml be open ro Lhc plbli. trom LOo ro
4-3Opm, vhen all elhibits are to be reDoved. We do hoDe as mmy members as
po\-ible wdl .nr.'. dd we look lorwd d lo s..ing vou rne-".

Due to poor weather conditions, last yed we were unable ro havc a Cd
Outing, but, hopefutly, we will h'y again ihis year and all members wi lL be norilied
in due couse- In the meanume have a wellv go 

firortru na warner
Home Count les

On l7 Mdch 3 memberc ofthetleathcr Socieq.met outside thc cafe atWisley.
We were joined by Andy ColLins who kjndly took us on a lour of the National
Collectjon of Heathers- The heathers on the whole vere looking good in flower,
md it was a pleasant ch:nge to visit Wisley at the time of rhe winter flowering
hFr$prs. Andv ef,pldjned fidr some ol ,he gap\'-n Lh. ptdrDg l-ad now beF;i
r f t  rdn d bJ voug p ldrL.  whx h soul ' l  rak.  r ime ,o grou tog,  Lhcr  tor  m. ,y i rum
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efect. However, some of the gaps had been planted with broom, whlch did not
appear to be best suited as a companion to heathers. Although I am sure otheE
rlay d'saglep. There were sdll a nmber ot rF.Fnr introducLions noi prFsmL iJ)
the Nauon€l collection and Andy menuoned that as part ofa forward piogramme
this would be put in hand.

Althoueh no rzlk had been arranged for &is Nenr rr was pteasing Lo walk
aroud Lt'e gdrdens and the big glasshouse Io see rhe army of pters bFinA
displayed. Some ol tle rhododmdrons drd.ameLrias were even lI1 flower due ro

Andy mentioned tnat the following week a plant fat was to take Dlace and
John HaI irDutd exhibit heathers. I went alone the followinE week anit saw the
ffne display ofheaLhers ror sale by John Hall. This was aI die more pteastiE as
Lhe sa-rden centre had onlv a few uee heads for sale

ln 2013- U lhF planr fair rales placF again. Lhen a Healier Sociery evenr wrll
be manAed to colncide. Mdny ftanks 'o Lnose members who dRended on lZ
March.

BarrA Se[ers
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EastMidlands Mr. A. Hdl,l0,UpperGreen.Nrnpanran,Loughboough, Leics LEllSSC
a-,r/tjhall.32@tiscali.c..uk ?alr(01509)23892:l

No.th E.st Mre.D. M. warner. Lndabft, Click-en-itr, Ponrelmd, Newcxnle.upan Tyne.
NE2otBQ. tul: (01661) 321299

Hone ConnIie Mr. B. Selle*.3 Croii Road, Norbury, LordoD Sw16 3NF.
? rzlilr selle^barry@ao1..om

South wesl Mr PL. Joyrcr.34 Kinros Road, Rdshingron, Toton, Sourhanpbn, Hrmpshne.
SO409BN. ..Ddil:philoyner@btintend.com Tsli(02330)364116

yorkshi.e Dr.J. Crffnhs. Prenon Lod8o,60 Hall Road, Ltule Prenon,. Leeds. LS26 3UR
Tcl: (01132) 3633,19


