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DIARY OF EVENTS

20L2

3l October Closing date lor articles for Heatherc tO

2013

20 January Closing date for Spring Bulletn

A Gift of Membership for 2013

The Society is keen to encouage new members to Joln. Every existing
member could assist by gi\dng a year's membership as a gift. Remember, it
is a gtft that will last unui the close of 2Ol3! Fill out an applicatlon form
(we enciosed one with the AuturffI2Ot0 A iletanl fora family member ora
ftiend, someone keen on gardening and the outdoors, and leave the rest to us.

For each gift membershlp we will send gou a beaDtitul bell-heather card
with a pnnted message inside - Aj.ull gear's n€nbership ofThe Heather
S@ieq _for 2013 is sent uith Dery best '.],ishes bU ... - for you to
personalize and give to, or send on to, the intended reclpient. Soon
aJterudds, or at any time you speci&, we will send the recipient a letter of
welcome, a complimentary colour chart and badge \r1th Heathers f. ihe
Spdng Bdlehn... and so on.

For only 315 (Ior UK addresses. or 118 for Europe or €21 anlnvhere etse,
you can solve your gift problem" and give a whole year's pleasure.
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Aflothel Coflfereue has cafte and gane - it is /athet Like the a kual get-togethet al a ldtge
fticndbJ fanillt. Congrahnution, toSusie atd Alanforprcoiding $ zoith suchan ilneresting
dhd happ! oeeken'l ance agdin, aflt1 the Toeather uos loonderful toa. with aisitars ltun
Geftany, Nonaor, Spain, Solth Africa ond the USA, it Toas quite an iflk otionalSathutlS,
sa it is xery sad ta think thdt, iflhe Societ! cantiflues ta shtihk in size, thde nalt flat be nafl!
noft to come. We badly fleell another Adtian Blaom to get euryafle thillking 'heat hdi !

Chairman's Piece
Devid Edge

An eventful year for me. having attended the NAHS conference and tour
in Canada during August of this year, fotlowed by THS conference in

InCanadaitwas an enjoyableoccasiontomeetour counterpdts, chatlace
to face. tournurseries and gaJdens. and ascertain my aptitude for drMng on
the other slde of the road from the passenger seat side I Having survived that,
it was off to a well orgmised HS confercnce at Falmouth, where members had
the ra-re opportunity to meet, and listen to, our distinguished guest from Soulh
Atica, Dr Ted Oliver of Cape heather fame and also Dr Jaime Fagrindez ftom
Spain. The breathtaking beauty ofthe Cape heathers is another world, where
diversivofhabit. foliage, flower t?eand colourneed to be seen tobe believed.

Councll members wlll be meeting in October, in lnndon. Items on the
agenda will inclDde the next Conference at Thirsk in 2013. Nauonal Heather
Collections. memberchip, subscrlptions and finances, amongst others. whilst
somechmges denecessary, highprionq,willbe giventoreducingthe SocieqT s
expendlture, whilst endeavouring to maintain the contacl and serice provided
to members. Your continDed support for the Society and its acuvities is highly
valued and enables lt to contlnue lts functon and seruice to all.

Nlmerlmd membe$ beionging to the British Heather Growers Association
are tojoin under the wing ofthe Horticultural Trades Association where the
opportunity md dpertise exists ibr the wider publicity and the staging of
promotional events featunng heathers. Hopefully this will lead to improved
displays qualiry and range in the garden centres.
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Back to Society activitiesl The Heather Society displayed a stand at the
RHS Plant Socieiies event in thc Hillside Centre at RHS Wisley on the 5th
October. where visitors had the opportunity to view a vide range ofheather
species and newvaieties. My thanks to Barry Sellers, Richard Canovan and
Phil Joyner for their assistance and for providing advicc to vistors.

Tributes to Phil Joyner
The Heather Society has been fortunate to have Phil Jotner as its

Treasurer for ihe past a yeds. t oking back through Buitetins I lracc Phil s
commercemeni in the post from 2OO4 and, thinklng further back, I recall
Phil s friendship, involvement and leadership in the South Wesr Local Group,
f rom $hen we were borh in  our  vounger L lay<: .

Since I have been elevated to the post of ChairmaJl, it has been an
immcnse reassurance to havc Phil s presence at C ouncil meetings. as a more
ihan competenl teasurer, dealing each year with Auditors, our annual
accounts and b.inging these into the modem world ofcomputing. No mcd
task there! At each Council meeting the accounts havc been meiiculously
presented with the memberc' knowlcdge that behind the scencs Lhere has
undoubtedly been hours ofpainstaking effort involved. His intimate knowlcdge,
not only of the accounts, but also of the Societys pasr acrivities, alld his
recollection ofmembcrs, has been r-rvaluable, md regularly drawn upon ar

I, alongwith Council members 1n particuld, and members of rhc Hearher
Sociery, conveyourgmtitude forhis involvement in this position over rhc past

D.]tid Edge I Chairman)

Whilst therewas no presentation orserious comments abouL PhiI Jol,Ter
leaving office thls year, hopefully there will bc nexr Lime in Thirsk. phjl has
wanled Lo stand down ftom office for the pastyear. having given in his notice
when i did. Howcver it is not easy to replace a Treasurer. We al1 know how
complicated the Society s accounts are. Ofcoursc they de much easierro deal
with ir computerised form but thcn how many of us arc signiffcantly
computer llterate lo cope with them.

Richdd Canovan hasbeen shadowing Phil for this pastycddd Phil will
remain on Council for a furtheryeal in order to continue to help him. Wc wish
him vell in his new post and trust he will cope with the accounts equally as
well as he has coped with the Societys investments.

We must aLl now thank Phil for the dedlcated work he has done for the
Society. He joined the Society on 8th July 1972 and was wcll cnrrenched in
Socierylifewhen Ibecame amemberln the eightics, busyninning the South
West Group. I think he becamc a member of Council in 19a9, joining the
Publicauons Committee. He followed thls in t 996 by tal{ing on ihe organisarion
ofConferences. an arduous task which he continucd to work at until 2OO3
alld hc only left thejob because hc took on the post ofTreasurer. wlen one
considerc thathchas putthis effort in for the Societywhilst coping vth post
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oftice md newsagentjobs, it is nowonderhe complains he never has time to
look to the healhers in his gdden

He has eamed a holiday ftom Society work and we all wish him well with
his future career, bc ilh the Post Office orin the garden. Phil f.om al1ofus
a hearly thank you very much for ajob well done.

With best vishcs
Jeon (Preston)

lHcrc Hcrc! Ed)

Conferences Past and i[ the Future
Susie Kay - Conference Organlser

Falmouih is finished and we were blesscdwithgood weather and lucky to
have Ted Oliver, Kcith Spurgin, SteveYandall and Jaime Fagrindez to talk to
us- Butperhaps the bestthingwas thc heather people who attended. Itis not
the few phone calls or searching on the internet that makes a conference
happen, but lhe happy laccs ed willin!)ress of ilte people who come that
make the event such a special occasion. Alan and I lhelefore, Lhmk all vho
came to Falmoulh and madc it into a special weekend.

Now we move on to 2013. As you will see from the flyer enclosed witl this
Bulletin. we are going to visit Thirsk in North Yorkshire. Nextyear is a special
year for The Heather Society as we will be celebrating 50 yeds since the
formation of the Societv.

It wasn t until someiime after I had booked the holel that I realised I
couldn t have donc better for a Golden Anniversary. We are going to stay at
The Golden Fleece jn the middleofThirsk, and hope that every moment of the
weekend wil be golden md if you attend, you wlll come away with gilded

Our programme is not yet ffnalised, but Friday evening should scc a talk
about the botanical he tage of North Yorkshirc. On Saturday a visit is
planned to Newby Hall, both house and gardens, with an open forum in lhe
evening. On Sunday, after the AcM, we hopc to ddve across heather clad
moors followed by a special time at Harlow Carr,

The Golden Fleece Hotells a small establishment dd tnenumber ofrooms
available is limited. The veekend ofourgatheringis going tobc busy inThirsk
as Lhere is a horse race meeting on thc Saturday. Therefore all the
accommodation in the dca is likely to be booked. I strongly advise you that
ifyou are considedng attending, you should make a booking immediately.
Please use the ibm on the enclosed brochure.

We also welcome day'visitorc for all or any part of the wcckend, with
appropriate ntes available from the Conference Organiser, Susie Kayi
address on back panel of Butletin.

Thc dates de 6u' 9'r'September 2Ol3 and Councilhopes to seeyou there
again to celebrate a special year for The Heather Society.
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Report on the 4l"t Annual Conference
Ella May Wulff

The 20 l2 conference, 7- 1O September, was a smashing success. Conference
orgeiser Susie Kay had worked herweather magic again. and ve arived in
Falmouth, Cornwall on a balmyday, with lots ofsunshine thatlastcdwellinto
SatDrday. I was among those lucky attendees there were a surprising
number of us who anived on Thursday and made good usc of our free da.y
on Friday to visit the Lizdd peninsula.

At Klnance Cove, the Naiional Trust nature resewe on the vest side ofthe
peninsula, the Calunas were in full bloom. Mmypldts of Enca Dagansstill
had aboDt a third of thet nowers lett, so we could get a good idea of their
colours. AlLhough we didn t see any plants wjtb flowers as ddk as those of
'Birch Glov or'Mrs D. F. Mawell, there were somc very lovely variations on
the prevailing lighter pink of the specles. which is abunddt here- Itwould be
dificultto ffnd amore congenial spot for a healhcrcnthusiast, butin caseone
tired of botanizing. there was much of zoological interest. as well. Several
species of bulterlly fluttered from flowerto flower,little birds smg among thc
heathers, and, in the turquoise water below the nedby sea cliffs, lhe local
seals vere putring on quite a performance. A glorious day. indeed!

The Conference officially began late Friday altemoon. with registralion
dd time to chal with old friends or make new ones, before sitting dom to an
excellent dinner at ihe Falmouth Hotel. the Conference headqudters. (Grcat
choice, Susie !J Our after dinner speakerc did no t disappoint. Both have a long
familiariry with the heatners of Comwall.

Botmist Keilh Spurgin had prepared all excellent introduction to Comwall
and its heathers. His presentation included a bdef history of lhc Cornish
mining industry, which triuenced not orily Lhe economy but also tl'e envircnment
ofcomwall. determjningwhere heathers dd otherplets cd alrd cainot grow
even to this day, vhen most of thc mines have been abandoned.

Keith provided fascinating informatjon aboutthe heatherspecies native lo
Cornwall. their discovery - or at least the first published record of their
occunence in Cornvall, and brief blographies {not your usual biography) of
ihe people who had discovered them. Some of the illusL.ations for this
presentationwere dcfinitelyoutofthe ordinary. Keith obviouslyhas mastered
the intricacies of Photoshop '.

Keith s presentationwas followed by one from Steve Yandail on an entireiy
different subicct, plani breeding. Steve has been interested lbr nmy yers in
'improvlng manykinds ofplant throDgh selectivc bfteding and has achieved
some real break*roughs, as well as heartbreaks. Along the way. he encountered
the harsh realities of commerce.

In one eumple that Slevc shared with us, he had worked for yeds at
considerable expense to produce a much improvcd version ot 5n unusual
shrub but then had been unable to Iind a viable market for the plant. (Sound
familiar?) Another line of breeding involved his vorking with black forms of
Ophiapogoi planiscapus. Steve d eveloped a cultivd that is bo th slurdier arld
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morc omamenlal than others on the market, including the videly sold'Nigrescens . This cultivar is proving very popular with gddeners: but ibr the
breeder, there's a calch. After successfully introduclng Ophiopogon Black
Beard (Yapard J, Steve continued to work with this line of breeding dd has
produced m evenbetter cultivar. Unforlunately, he has to hold this superior
cultival back from the market until the people who invested in the mass
productior of Black Bead have recouped their investments.

Steve s current project of particular interest to heather lovers is a
promising new Enca arborea with orange spring tips. It currently is being
trialled Ior hardlness in Denmark after passing UK and Brittany hardiness
trials with flying colours. Because it is a seedling, not a sport, it does not
throw green reversions. I hope that if Steve decides to market thjs cultivar,
he ll give'fhe Heather Society lirst notice ofits inEoduction.

on Saturday, we boarded a chadered motor coach to begin two days of
horticultural exploration. Keith and Steve met our coach at Towd Cross on
Saturdaymoming to guide us on a walk through amine spoil area dotted with
the picturesque ruins of mine engine houses. Heathers de among the few
plants that can survive on these heavily acidlc solls, that are contaminated
with heaqT metals, toxic to most plants. It was a fascinating environment.
indeed, with a mixture of CaLluna an l Enca cinerea, some very stunted, but
still attractive, growing throughout much of the spoil pile heathldd here-
trrtca Dagans was not nearly as abundant at Towan Cross as it had been at
Kynance Cove but appeared to be concentrated in a few deas - probably as
aresultofvaryingsoll conditions. Ourguidespointed outa colony ofE. ciliaals

mostly finished flowering. On the way back to the coach. Barry Seilers
discovered a few plants of E. terraiw grouring among the more numerous
plants of E. calaarts. Perhaps there is E. x uatsoniipotential here, but nobody
found any on this visit.

From the wildlmds, it was on to the more civilized environment of
TreMdden (aotL Tlewittrin) Garden, but first we were Ueated to a little
excitement, courtesy ol the satellite navigation system on our motor coach.
It seems that our bus drlver had been given the address for the house ofthe
gdden's oMe!, not for the gdden s public entrmce, which has a different
postal code. The sat nav, which operates by postal code, directed the bus
dom a very nmow lme that tumed out to have two sharp bends that would
preclude traverse by a long coach. we consequently had to back all the way
out of that lee. Our hedts were in our mouths, but the driver's skills were
up to the challenge alrd we eited the lane safely.'Irewidden proved vorth the erortto get there. An old, established garden
near Penzance, planted in the late lgth century and still under the ownership
olthe founding family. llewidden boasts several British, oratleast Cornish.
champion tre€s. The head gardener was at pains to point out thal most of
these are champions only in diameter. because tne strong prevailing vinds
sheeroffthe tops of aJIy that venture to get too tall. The specimen Metasequoia
glgplostroboades at Trewidden had the most interesting, wide. and intricately
gnarled rrunk ofaJly others of this species that IVe seen, though many have
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The highljght ofthis garden was the sunken pit that is home to a colony
af Dicksonia ontarctico. IVe seen these growing in thet native ADstralia, but
the success of these Lree fems (they are multip\'ing) so far lrorn homc is a
triumph of hortlculture. They had been planted in just the right sheltered
environment for them to prosper, well out ofreach ofthose winds that keep
so many other Lrees at Trewidden from being champions in height as well as

Saturday evening brought the long ailticipaled presenlation that vas
undoubtedly the reason why the 20r2 conference had the highest attendance
inyeds (38). Mr Enca , Ted Oliver, had travelled all the way from South Africa
for the Conference and brought us up to date on the latest DNA research
results conceming Erica species relationships. Gratilringly. some olihe DNA
reseaJch has confi.med earlier taxonomic work (much of it by Ted) based
upon morphology, in particular his decision to sink some of i}Le minor
genera , such as Philippia, back into Enca- The family rree research has also
confirmed thatEurope, notAfrica, is the ancestral homeland ofheathers. The
multitude of glorious Cape heaths has resulted Iiom (relativelyl rapid
speciation cented in the Cape hovince, driven by the diverse climatic md
geomorphological conditions there, asvell asparallel e\.olutionwithpoUinators

in some cases restricted to a single pollinator per -enco spccics, orvicc-verca.
As a special treat, Ted had brought with him CDs of the new jdentification

guide produced by the Botanical Society ofSoulhAhca. These were lor salc
at Sundays auction. No hrck for us Mac owners, though.:lhey are PC

FollowingTed s preseniation, Jaime Fagtndez olTered a tantalizing glimpse
ofthe beauties ofGalicja. Spain. Jaime, a botanist based at the Universiry of
A Comna, has bccn studying the Iberie heathlands. Hc proposcs to lead a
THS field trip to Galicia in early summer of20r3. to see maJly of the heather
species native to that pair ofSpain- His presentation generated considerable
interesl, and I suspecl that he will have no trouble nndingTHS mcmbers who
would like to take part in the proposed expedition.

I don t know how she did it, but soDehow Susie had ordered Dp a filting
finale to our splendld Saturday. After dinner, you could watch a lireworks
djsplay from lhe comfort ofyour bedroom if said room was on the righr side
of the hotel.

Following the SundaymomingAGM, we boarded ourmotorcoach iormore
garden visiting, this time under overcast conditions perlect forphotography.
In contrast to the ancient trees ofTreMdden were the muchyounger trces of
Pinetum Pdk md Pine Lodge Gddens in St. Austell, pldted in 1993.

From the standpoint ofgarden design, this expansive meadow ofwldely
spaced trees - one of each kind suFounded by mom grass is a visual
Lravesly, but if the goal is aJl understanding ofexactly how each lree species/
cultivar grows vhen given as much space as it needs, the setting is splendid.
Here the comparative height, width, aJld fol.rn of the trees :rre readily
apparent, making the task ofchoosingthe perlect tree for a particular garden
setting simple, indeed.
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The pinetum is the heart of this property, but I found thc vdied, intimale
smaller gddens of Pine Lodge more to my tasie. These contain many
interesting arld in some cases uncommon trees. shrubs and herbaceous
perennials in unusual settings, and with interestjng aJtistic touches- The
dtwork includes at least two tree stlrmps that have been caned into giant
mushrooms sowell detailed that a mycologist could casily identify the genus
dcpiclcd in wood. There aJe many small bodies of water in these gardens,
which add greatly to tleir appeal.

Ileathers dc to be found primarily in the winter garden, where a spirited
discussion took place amongvadousTHS members as to the concct name lor
d Enca camea cultive with yellow Ioliage. My immediate reaction upon
seeing one planting (there are two for slmmetry) oflhis cDltivar was thatit
was'Golden Stdlel, bul thcplantsvere tall enough to make me question this
identification and wonder il perhaps, il were not E. cornea but E. x
darleyensis. Others, loo. were puzzled by it, for tbe foliage was not bumed
even though the plantswere growing in a full sun exposurc. Puzzled, thalis,
until one oI our two gddcn guides conlirmed that il was. indeed. Golden
Starlet and they figured outthat full sun in Comwali js quite different Lhm
'full sun in otherpdts ofthe vo d. We had, a-fter all, been infomed during
our vlsit to TteMdden Garden that we had arived there on only Lhe thid
consecutive sDnny day theyd had that summer and this was Seplemberl

Tippitiwitshet log I6
Charles Nelson

2012 cD
Thanks to everyone who sent photographs for the new CD which js

enclosed with this Bulietin. I received more thm 4OO! Thcrc is a vcry
interestingmixture and asnextyearis the Sociery's golden anniversary I have
, lso i rc ludFd a few nld pr . 'ures s.dned t rom vr ious soure. .

2O13 subscript lons
Included with tnis issue of the Bulletinde reminders for palment ofyour

subsc ptionfor2013.Ifthereis no suchreminder, youJ subscription is either
paid by standing order (UK membercl or you have a 3 yeds subscdption.

New members

We welcome lhe ibllowing as members since June 2012:
Jessie & Hurv Davies, St Andrews, New Brunswick. Canada
William J. James, Kea, Truro, Comwall
Bemard Sorrell, walsall
Adrian Thome, Ely
Kingsbrae Horticultural Gardens lnc., St Andrews. New Brunswick,



vot, 7. NO. 17. AUTIA4N 2012 TIIE HEATHER SOCIEIY BULLITN

zOLg gearbook, Heather lO

You still have time to send in articles for the colden Jribilee yearbook.
There will bc a section ofreminiscencesr ifyou would likc to contribui€ please
send your text to me as soon as possible.

Website visitors

The numbcr olpeople who have visited the Society s websitc sincc it ivas
revamped in 201I topped twenty thousmd on 22 September 2012 that is
m average of35 visitors every day.

Sweat-shitts
There are 6 (3 green and 3 ndoon) 'large sweat shirts still availablc for

sale: this could solveyour Christmas presenl dilcmma!See Summer Bullettr
for more details, or contact the Administrator (see inside back covcr).

North York Moors
Our20l3 mnual gathenng is beingheld in Thirsk, closc to the North York

Moors National Park (scc the enclosed leaflet). We are most srateful to David
Richddson {a member of the Kirb}anoorside Cmen ClDb for permission to
use his evocativc photograph ofEgdon Moor in full bloom. This photograph
was among the best selected forpublication in ?IE Guardian's Natjonal paJks
landscape photo competition some ofthe oLhers can be viewed athttp.//
liJ1w.CuaJdian.co.uk/cnvironment/ gallery/20 1 2/may/ r 7/national parks,
landscape competition in pictures

...  and f inal ly, a new trademark spotted
An enquiry from a nurscry-member John Hall (John Hall Plants Ltd)

alerted us to a new trademark that is being used to mdket heathers. In recent
yea-rs this device, which is not about the names ofthe plants, but about slick
m&keting has become more common. tademaks used for heathers include
Gardengirlsr dd Beau!' ladiesrir whlch are competing |Iademdks for
Calluna bud bloomers .aised on the continent by Kurt Kramer aJld Flcnk
HoekerL respectively. "Nature s best Calluna" is the slogm used by Beauty
ladiesrM- Thc most recent trademark is lrish PrincessrN uscd to ndket St
Dabeoc s heath to repeat, this is not a cultivd name. We do not yet know
which cultivds de being mdketed us'ng this trademark.

Ifyou want io waste 6 minules md have access to YouTube. there is an
Dnglish-laguage promo for Beauty ladies which tells their history: it Iooks
like a trailer for the most sugary pink Barbara Cartland movie. I was
mesmerized by it. Go to httprrlll ryolltube.eolo/^.atch?v=DNexw9TtlvA.
Only 167 peoplc (including me. twice!) have watched it up to 23 Scptember,
md only I person (not mell likes il! (You cm also access it from Europlants
Canders website.) (YouTube also has other unwatchablc hcather \.ideos:
maybe we should start a revicw column on them? Any volunteers?)
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Annual General Meeting
The 4lst Amual General Meeting, held atRichddsons Hotel, Falmouth,

on 9 September 2012, began by the Chairman, David Ddge, welcoming
everyone- He also thmked Susie Kay. our Conference Mdager, for aranging
a weekend ofinterest and enjoyment.

The ChaiDan then refened to the Socicv s declining membership dd
consequentlal falljng income and reserves. The Society must face its demise
within the next decade givcn the limited results of recent membership
recruitment activiires. However. he stated the positive development of the
Society website and the continuing presence ofthe national heather coilections
at Perth and Wisley. He concluded with his thanks for the endeavours and
attendances of the SocieLy oftrcers at Council meetings and otherfunctions.

The Socie!, s annual report and accounts were presented to the meeting,
and the accounts were adopted.

The meeting agreed to the appointment of Professor John Grimths as
President. Daphne Dverett, Allen Hal1, Alice Knight, Peela Lee md the
presidents, ex oIficio, ofGesellschaft der Heidefreunde and the Nor*l American
Lleather Society, vere re'elected as Vice-Presidents.'lhe oficers nominatedby Council for20l2 20l3 arer Chamran: David Edgei
Honomry Treasurer: Richard Canovan; Honorary Secretary: Fjchard Bowaler.
Councillors elected were Ian Duncan Grant, Phil Jolner and Susie Xay.

There was a bief debate initiated from the floor. with thanks fo! the
present anangements tor tne 2012 Gathering and those prcposed for 20r3.
RichardCanovanthar Gd Phil Jol.ner for the smoolh transfer of the teasuer's

The 2Ol3 Annual Gathering will be held at the Golden Fleece Hotel at'fhirck in Yorkshire, from 6L| to 91r' September.

Proposed visit to Kurt Kramer's Nursery
Diane Jones is interested in organislng a short visit to Kurt Kramer's

nursery in Gemmy in Mdch 2Ol3 (date to be aranged). The timing of this
visitis in orderto see the Encacameaon the nurs€ry at its best. Thejoumey
would involve e ovemight ferry joumey from HNich dd a car driee to the

This is a wonderful opporrunity to visit a top class heather nusery, run
byatop class nurseryrnan.Ifyou are interested, pleasephoneDiane on 0r935
450245.

Rose Cottage Ramblitrgs - 7
Davld Plumrldge

Our "ramblings recently took us to our Societys Annual catheing at
Falmoulh. ILwas yel another Susie and Alan triumph, in a well chosen venue
with sreat talks and visits. Dlus the camamdene with friends old ad new
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from near and fa. We were so lucky to have kind weather after tl.ral appalling
summer. There was added excitement from a liendish quiz devised by the
sensibly absent Charles Nelson. We thiilled to a reverse coach drive down a
narrow Cornish country lane. Fortunately the approaching huge tractor dd
trailer was going in our direction! One regular feature we did miss vas the fine
slnglng voice of Egil Saele. We do hope he will be able to make it to our
Gathe.ing na\t year. More sadly, trre ravages ofAnno Domini have meant the
absence of several oid friends. They arc not forgotten.

As it was our lirst visit to Comwall for many a tong year. we extended our
stay. If only we had been able to make it longerl Apdt lrom the fabulous
coastline there de so many gardens tovisit. We did, however, managc ro rake
in Trebai, The Los t Gddens of Heligan and the Dden Project. Nationat Trust,
Glendurgan was on our 1ist, but ve chose the day 1n the week vhen it was
closed. ashas oftenhappened tous.Areve the only oneswhoforget ro check
thellmdbook?Thewellhlped Heligan and Eden, maybe bccause ofthis. were
somewhaL disappointing.

Welovedfteban, butwerc saddened bythe memory of thesaiiingfrom its
beach in 1944 of7,500 GI s for their horendous part in the D Day invasion.
A redeemtng feature of the Eden Project was the mass planting of Mntcr/
sp.ing heather beside the paths to the entrance. It gave great ground cover
and musllook fabuloDs in bloom. Does anyone have picirres? In rerrospecr,
it was frustrating to have driven past the Brown Signs poinring ro other
Cornish gaJdens en route to Eden and Heligan. Ah well, maybe arorher time?

The extra days allowed the achisenent ofa couple ofambitions. My radto
interest led me to Poldhu. Thls was where Marconi sent the Iirst ever radio
signals across the Audtic. The museum was closed. as is my luck, bur irwas
inleresung to study the menorial dd view the site of this epic event. Piita
surprislngly showed little interest, staying in the carlistening to the carradio.
What would the Great Man make of today s hand held devices alloMng
affordable worldMde communicaUon? The second ambition was to see ttre
Comish Heath growing in the witd. We wandered futher dom the Lizard
Peninsular hom Poldhu and realised my dream near the Predannack NT cd
park. I didn t have far to nmble before I came across a group ofEnca uagans
mingLing witn cinerea and some painfully prjckly gorse. The Dagans had
striking red aJllherc. I have not noticed thet like on our gardens varieties.
Hopefuly Charles will include my picture on his CD.

It s quite a drive to Falmouth from Co. Durh:m,460 miles, so we broke tte
joumey just south ofBristol. This gave us time ro visit Hesrercombe Garden
near Taunton the next day. This is a estate wiih extensivc woodled walks
and lakes plus a noted Lutyens and Jekyll gdden. We were pleasantly
surydsed to see Mnter heather pldtings jn the woodland deas, but even
more so to see it in the formal gaJden. Did Getrude use hearher in her
designs? Googling didn L come up witn anything, but it would be vonde ul
to know ifshe did. Again, a request for pictures ofHestercombe heaLher in

we retumed home with over ioo heathers in the boot and the luggage
precariously pcrched on the back seat ofthe ca. After giving the remaining
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winter damaged heathers the final benefit of the doubt, there de several
patches waiung to be lepl&ted. In saying that, we were delighted to see *1e
gdden al its summerbest on our retum.lt seems a few wam days had made
all the difference and encounged the vagans to open up. The Daboectas being
particuldly delightful, we wonder why they are not videly grom as hddy,
attractive long flowering perennials. A rccent German visitor said she knew
them as Pedl Heathers, a most appropriate epithet?

Thepronunciation oI Dab@cia" wasbdenyraisedbyTed Oliver in his talk
at the Gathering- What has come to be the standard Heather Societys
'Dabeesha has always rankled a little. Ifit is named after St Dabeoc, then
maybe it should end with a hard "c or as ln the Scottish loch ? However, that
useful little black book, Plant Names Simplilied, tells me it s Da bo e se a'.
Maybe jt doesn t matter as it s cle3r what we are talking about?

We are very grateful to David Edge for filling our boot wiLh the excellent
selection ofvell gom heathers from Forest Edge Nursery. Planting them will
keep Rita busy Ior a while. I am hoping not to hear too mmy moans about
backache! In an email, Renate &d Ingo Harirnger told me that they visited
the nursery on their way back to Hamburg. They were underslddably very
impressed with the variety and quality ofthe plants and said they now have
nothing as good in GermaJly. They couldnt resist taking some home.

Apat from seeing the Comish Heaih, othe! wild heathers have been a
highlight for us this year. The most ama2ing and unexpected was when ve
took a day trip during our Jsuary holiday in Tenedfe to the nearby La
Gomera. As faJaswe knew, thiswas the small mountainous islmd famed for
the whisUing communication ftom one alnostinaccesslblevalley to another.
As soon as our tourbus reached the higherpafts we spotted heather. Heather
not like any we had seen beforel we were d ving through m avenue of Dnca
arborea over 20 feet tall. A stop at the visitor centre auowed a closer
inspection. and ofcourse photographs of the Encaforesl. This visit allowed
me to be absolutely certain of the answer to one of Charles questions in the
quiz. The accompmying pictu.e oI David Mcclintock measuring the girth of
one of the,Ericas clinched it. Wethoughtitwouldbewonderful to see thetorest
in bloom in the spring but sadly it seems we will have to wait three decades
before it regains its former glory. This follorvs a devastating ffre ofthis world
Heritage Site in August. At our age there is no chece - but, please, has
myone photos to help us dream ofwhat might have been?

Our next Heather Highlight was our Mdch visit to Hdlow Cd for the
Yorkshire Group meeting. Were lt not for the Encas, the garden would have
been almost devoid of colour. A great advert for heather. we wonder if the
plalt cenbe benelited from the superb display? Back home at Rose Cottage
the sprlng dlsplay was almost as pleasing as ever with only some of the tree
heaths - the Enca australis showing ihe effects of the previous two haJd

We were metvith aJlother pieasant heathery surprlse in June. When our
plane landed at Porto, I glanced out of the windov dd saw what looked like
Enco cinereabeside the runvay. On our tour ofNorthem Portugal we saw it

cottinuect on page 14
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CaIIuna bloottls Jrom a rcck
creuice aboDe d trail ot

KAnonce Cove.

Th.e picturesque ruins oJ mtne
engine hollses progide a
fr.tttng backdrop Jor thE

stunted heatherc th.rt surDiue
on mine spoit soils.

Rich.Ird Morton- Head
Gardener at Treutdden

Keith Spurgi't ot Toban cross
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The stumps oJ deod trees
afe tufned into garclen
scnLpture ot Pine Lodge

Garclens.

Jaime Fagnndez exomnLes a golden
Larch (Pseudolarix) at Pinetum Park.

SteDe YondoLL uith Rtta & Dorid
Plumridge at Touan Crcss

Tree Jerns in sunken pit at
Trebldden G.]rdens
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everlryhere. A visit to the Peneda-Geres National Pdk showed E .iliaris
unbellata Ni Daboecia canrabnca as well as E- cinerea in profusion. Sadly
itwas back on the coach' before I couldreallyexplore We wentovertheborder
into Spaln for a visit to Santiago de Compostela. This is the home town of
Jamie Fagmdez who gave an interesting talk on Spanish Heathland. Hadwe
realised, we could have maybe met up for m introduction lo his native
heatherc, instead of the visit to the famous Cathednl? However. he is
plmninga heathe. tour in Northern Spain, nextyedso 1ve arehoping tojoin
in and see the plants in scveral choice locations.

Ivas astounded to fl1ck through a plant catalogDe kindly sentunsolicited
by Thompson and Morgm to find Alan Titchmarsh, no less, promoting
HEATI_IER! Never having seen such a plant mentioned in anv oi his
multitudinousTVappeddces, can I belise that he has atlastseenthe light?
The plant promoted is Dnca x darleUensis Lucy I note on the T&M web site
that Katia has now bcen added. I wonder how much time Alan spent
r e . e r c h r n e  t h i s  c d d r u o n  l f  v o u  h u m  y o u  c a n  m 2 k '  d m d ' t n e ' . v i n g o f
€18.99. You can acquire 2 x gcm plants forjust A6.99 instead of €25 981!!

On the rather mor€ economical healher sales ftont, my favourite grocers
(notFr ta 's ! )  L id landAld idesel i lngCemmimpor ls foraboutaOPeach. ' lhe
bual bloomers sold by Lidl mustbe oK as FJta boughthalfa dozenlThevlooked
very similar to ones costing 33 each the planl sales section of one of the
comish Gardens we visited. Sadly, stafftrajning at my grocers cloesn t seem
to include plant watering, so youve got to get in quick to get that bargain. It
is pleaslng to see that our local authonty must now see heathers as bargain
plaJlts. There are now more beds being plmted with them. It remains to be
seen iftheir staf training includes prunjng!

Back at Rose Cottage rhe rvettest summer in lO0 years has not tazed the
heathers, butsome large conifers de dying off, perhaps because ofthis? The
ChamecAparislawsaniana provide a backdrop to ihe west side of the heather
gaden and windows when walking along the path- It cotlid, however' be a
blessing. lt is quite cled that much winler damage has been due to wind
'funnelling through these gaps rathe. Lhan temperature alone For sample
i'rica engno Thing Nee was sufering badly because of this Rita moved her
to a sheltered spot a couple of yees ago aJId now she is thri\4ng Thank vou
Barry for a lovely plant! As we walk round the garden we remcmber otner
fnends Valerie and John Grifliths for examPle, and Kurt Kramer is
everyvhere! One poignmt memento is a planl I have named Malde s Gold .
Its a dwarf golden ycw given by David Mayne from a secdling lound in his
garden- We a re watching aflowerlngyellowsporton aDaboecra,butdon thold

'Climate Change - no longer called Global warming - is undoubtedly
upon us. so vhat will the forthcoming winter bring? IfI m still qTing these
Ramblings nextyed, it would be lovely to report a mild. dry vinter up here
in the North Pennines. we shall seel
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"There is more than otre way to skin a rabbit"!
Daphne Everett

whilst looking.ecenuy tlroDgh d accumulated pile ofHNO (the newsletter
ofthe North Amencan Heather Soclety), I was stuck by the number of dticles
that had beenMitten on the subjectofheather cuttings, and by the many and
diverse methods devised by heather enihusiasts in order to get them to root.

Ofcourse, some of the articles went into the sDbject quite deeply. David
Smalls serious contribution to the 1995 Heather Society Yearbook, was
reprinted in HNQ, Fall 19961. As to be er?ected. David gave details of a
suitable rooting medium, thebestageand condition oftheplants to be used,
the optimum time for taking cuttings from the various heather species, the
t'?e and size of the cuttlngs to be taken and, oI course, the importanl
aftercare. Followinghis detailed instructions, success should be guaranteed.
But, many others, especially, our Amencan cousins it seems, have takcn a
much more inventive approach to the subject - wiLh varying degrees of

Homer Ferguson, writing in the 1990 Fall edition of HNO secmed to have
found quite a successful method of rcoting cuttings: He wroter "l would like
to say that the following idea was completely mine but the truth is I saw Lhis
method explained as awayto stet seeds in a leadinghortlcultural magazine.
(Not how lo start seeds ln a leading horucultural magazine, but the method
was in the magzine.)"

.Start with a plastic bottle that has a reinforcing cup attached to the
bottom. Mark the bottle at the point where the top ofthe cup meets the bottle.
Next. place the bottom of tne bottle in some very hol vater untll the glue
holding the two pieces together softens arld you can separate the two. Now cut
the plastsc bottle bottom offwith a sharp knife, atleast'/, below the line you
have marked. The bottom cup wlll have some holes bDt more will be nceded
in the very center.

Fill the cup with '/, sponge rock Il am not sure what this is. bDt would
guess it is Perlitel and'/,peatmoss. Place your cuttings in this medium after
dipping in Rootone, Irooting mediuml water well but carefully. and place the
bottle top so itpushes do\ln inside the cup. Put in a cool placewith lots oflight
(not direct sunl dd leave alone for 60 to 90 days. Never water as there is
enough moisture 1n the mL'( to keep it wet. Two more items, (r) be sue to
replace the screw top on the bottle md (2) have the peat moss wet before
using. I have found that some heathers root very well in 60 days but others
take 90 days-.

Therc ms more on cutdngs in HNg Summer 199r th1s time flom Rick
Salter.

His method. witn the Dse of mist propagation, achieved r00o/o rooting
(much to his o$lrl surprlse it appea-redl.This in itsell isn t very newsworthy,
being a method that many professional growerc Dse, including David Small
when he ran his nursery. ln fact David lngedously set up a mobile misting
system ln the back ofhis car when he and others went heather hunting in
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Spain alld some of the cuttings had rooted before thcy ,rived home three
weeks later. However, although most of lhe constituents in Rick s rooting
medium a-re fairly usual - peat, Perlite alrd coarse sand - here s an unusual
one cat littcr (or as he calls it. kjtty lilter).

Just to prove thatheather propagation is not an exact science. Rick says
(this was trmscribed from a taped conversation): "Now,lllalis fouringredients.
You re going to askme thc proportions. well I really cd t tellyou cxaclly. With
heathcr I use predominantly peat Doss, I was going to say a mix of 2: l:1:I,
peat moss. Perlite, kittylitter, coarse saJ)d. Butjust see how it fcels, see how
you like it. I don t thinkyou can go far Mong with that forheather, and a lot
of other e caceous plmts for that matter".

Bnta Johansson from Sweden can bc relied upon to have an interesring
view on most things. md she contributed some thoughts on the subject in
HNQ Summer r993. She noticed tharifshe took Callunacuttings in April md
put them in a frame or in the greenhouse theyrooted almost LOO%, whereas
if shc put them Dnder polyLhenc on a window sill, they staried growing
immediately and consumcd their nulrients without developing rools. They
look happy for about three veeks and Lhcn they die in a couple ofdays". So
there is a lesson there! Sad1y, even Britawasn t able to providc the reason for
this phcnomenon. She didn t lhink il was dnker conditions ofthe house or
a differenceintemperature, butwondered ifthebiologicalclockw:rs disturbed
by kceping the cuttjngs at the samc lcmperature night and day.

ln his article Cuttings Made Easy ( HNQ Summcr r 9971, Donald Mackay,
who was for manyyears rhe very crudite Editor of,'JeatherNeus, reportcd on
his experiments with rooting cuttings in a jam jd. Flis method was to wet a
paper towel, lay the cuttings on it, fold the towel over rhe bottom of the
cuttings. roll up the paper sandwich, wrap in plastic md poP the roll into a
jam jd. Ile refined that method by wapping lhe bottom half of the rolled
sandwich with aluminium foil, creating the necessary sha{ling ellect. lead ing
to awin build up and the initiation of adventitiolls roots . Once the rou ol
cultings had been insertcdinto thejaJ. itwas sealed inside aplaslicb.rg and
placed somewhere outofthe sun until rootcd- Donald seems to havehad some
success with this unorurodox method.

In a prcvious article on the same subjcct some years earlier, Donald
observed that CaUunocuttings could stay alive for sixmonths or more wilhout
lbming aJIy roots and Itnca tetrolxwas equally unpredictable. He concluded
rhat the time of the year the cuiting was takcn was the key to rooting (but
didn t say when he thought this wasl. Drica x clarlegenss were apparcntly
tairlv easy to root in this way.

Ever one lor experimenting. Donald decidcd to find oulwhich rooted best,
the large cuitings favourcdbyAmerican heathergrowers, or thcmuchsmaller
ones which more usual in the UK. He twole up his Iindings in HNO Summer
1994.

Usinga lidded cell tmy. he inserled small cuttings in one end. middle sized
ones in the middlc .Dd larger ones at the other cnd. Some ot the small
fragments ftar were left after stripping the stcms of the larger cuttings
happened to fall on the few cclls Lhat were left vacant. AJter fbDr wccks, many
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ofthe smal ones had rooted, lhe middle sized ones, not nedly as vel, md
the large ones, not at all. But, says Donald, As you might have guessed the
bestrooting by far was seen mong thc sLripped off fragments that had been
allowed to fall on ihe soil". However. he did poini out that the cclls were
covered with a biologicauy aciive soil akin to the soil takcn from underneath
heathers , Md he wondcrcd if this was the reason the tiny snippets rooted so
well. Maybe sterilised compost is not always good?

Medwhile, membcrs in the UK were also bltten by the jam jar bDg. Mr J
RTysoninAmbleside, decided to tryrootingcuttingsin the open ground. Alter
a few false starts, he says: "ln November a bunch ofmalurc cuttings. graded
for length, were cut. aholevith alalge dibberwas made as deep as two lhirds
the length of thc cuttings, saJld was pushed in, and with a few stabs of a
smaller dibber the cuttings were lim. A glassjam jar was clapped over the
lot md pushcd a little inlo the soll. The following March, vhen new gowth
had begun, thejarwas eased up to allov air to entcr and aboui ten days later
removed entirely on a damp day. By the fall tl suspect ihat Mr'Ilson had his
oun roots in the USAI thesecuttings had made robustplants, withoul a single
casualq' . He must have had a light sandy soil I think.

Bert Joncs fiom Somerset. who was Yearboo,c Editor for many ycarc, as
weil as runninga heather nurserywith hiswife, Dimc, Mote a very detailed
article on the subjcctin the 1975 YearEook. Bertused avariation on thejam
iar theme, he struck all his cuttings in flower pots of silver sand, which were
then stood on ihe ground in a shady position and covered with plastic
n r ^ n : d ' i ' n d . l ^ m F <

A method t read about somewhere, and tried vhen I iirst staied p.opagating
heathers over nfv years ago, was to lill a seed tray with peat and sand, insert
the cuttings, then 1ay asheetofglassdirecUyontothe cuilings, p.cssing them
on to the compost. The trays verc thcn put on to a greenhouse bench and
covered with newspapers until signs of growth could be seen. Unlbrtunatcly
I don t remember the success rale - but I know il w:rsn t a disasler.

Wrren we had ou orar nursery we used plasticcovered mini tunnelsinside
larger polytunnels, with a timed misting system inside Lhe mini'tunncls to
keep ihe atmosphere hDmid. We found this workcd very well andwe still use
ihis system (on a much smaller scale) today.

Plants seem to want to root. given the right conditions. Wc always laugh
about the timc onc oiournursery employees inserted some Daboecaacuttings
into a lray upstde do[n.'fhe roois grew out ofthe tops (which wcrc actually
the base ofthe cuttings) and down into the compost.

So many people seem to think that heather propagation is dilffcult that I
hope this article will maybe persuadc thcm to have a go one way or anoiner
- asyou see, thcrc arc plcnty ofmethods to choose from. As myold Dad would
have said :fhere is more t}lan one way to skin a mbbit l

ffi4ffi-
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Darish Postcards
E. C. Nelson

Anong the various items received ftom the lateJack Plalt, was an unused
postcard captioned "Fra den jyskc Hede" ( From the moors of Jutland J,
rcproduced here. I decided to try to work out vhere it camc from and via the
intemet found that it was one of a senes . This one shows a man with a
bmow and fork workingwith tu{ They were issued around 1920, it seems,
or perhaps laier. In some cdds with this tille, accessible on various internei
sites, amall has charge ofa bullock team and ibur-wheeled cdt, cvidently lor
lransporting the cut turf to where it is to bc stacked for use. In aJlother of the
.series'(at least judging by the printed title). which is dated I94a on a
postcard auction website, two vomen de dcpicted. They each have a large
container and one ls bending dom eviden y gathering somclhing, perhaps
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Des Perry 1922 - 2OL2
As announcedin the SumDerBulleUn

Des Pery, aged 49, passed away on 24d
May. 2012 and at that time I promiscd a
few words on Des for this, the Autumn
Bulletin

Des and his late wifc Sybil were
stahvart suppoters of the Socicty and
the South West Local croup and attended
ihe majodty of the Local Group meetings
dunng lts exislence, also attending many
of the Socie[' Conferenccs. when Des
and Sybil joincd the Socie\' they werc
living in Market Lavington in Wiltshire
and on scveul occasionsinvited meDbers
of the SW t cal croDp to view Lheir

garden and to tahc refteshment. In the cdly days ofthe Sociery, udwhen the
Societyused to putup a stand attheRHSHalls inWestminster, Des involvcd
himself in helping out and extolling the viriues of groMng hcatners ro the
public. When Des retired from the position of a director oi a local elecLrical
companyhe and Sybil moved to Fanham to be with theirsonJames dd bis
family.In 2003 Des and Sybil moved backwest, to Paulton in Somersct, again
to beclose to their sonJames and his family, butby then ther difficulty with
mobility prevented cither ofthem attendinglocal meetings and conferences.
Sybil passed away, age 90, on 6th November 2OiO but Des carried on his
interest in thc affairs ofthe Socicty md was stil1able to do some gardenlng.

Apart from his lovc ofheathers and gardening in general Des $as active in t}Ie
church with a particular interest in church choirs, being choimaster ofthe Market
ravington, St. Marys cllDrch choir for mmy yeds. He was also very much the
spof ismm, having played both cricket and football in his earlier years. Des, like
Slbil, r\,i[ always be remembered as a i:iend io aU the members ofrhe Sociew he
mcoDtered and I extmd the Socieq' s condolences to James and his f.Dily.

Phil JoAner

Jean Henvest 1927 - 2Ol2
I rcgretto inform membcls, especjally those ofthc

former South West tocal Croup of the Socieb/, of the
passing away ofJcan Henvest on t'r July, 2012.

Jean and her late husbed Roy were 1oyal
supporters ol the Society and in pdticular. the
Soutn Wesi tocal Group, attending the majorityof
the Ircal Group meetings over the muy years of
the Group s enstence. Jemvas often seen hclping
out wiLh lhe attemoon refreshments at the annual
Local Group gct together when we wcre entertained
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bv a sDeaker and held a table show when Jeall and Rov joined the Sociery
rhev wer F l iv ing on lhe "Jge o '  LhF New Fotc '  rer  lhe ou sturr"  o i  lo |on on
t t re ues '  ' rOe ot  souLtramp,on W" er '  In  ld ter  v 'drsJern ar  d Ro) motFd in lo
Totton and created an attmctive heather Plot in their front garden for all to see

Jean was very active in the church and local chariues, including one ofthe local
WI srouDs to wh;m she was the treasurer ed the local branch of the Roval British
rcdon. iean witt te rememuered as a kind and generous person, a fi:iend to manv
an; always interested in the afairs of the Sociely and I *tend the Sociev s
condolen;es to her son David and her daughter Val and their respectivellam ire

30 Years Ago - from the 1982 Yearbook

A double form of Daboecia cantabrica
David McClintock' Platt' Kent

There was no record ofany double St Dabeoc s l-{eath until 1978- On 8th Apd
thaLvear, our member Dr Charles Nelson. the ia-{onomist at the National Botanic
Gdiens at Glasnevin, Dublin, was heather hDting on thc moors south east ol
Cama in Colmemara, not fd ftom ihe srea where the eglandular Erico
rnackaidna erows and its cultivar 'Maura was found He saw a St Dabeoc s
Heath vhos; flowers looked disdnctlv globular, in contrast to the usual more
elondared shape,  do . loser  in \pe.bon \houeJ ro h is  acroni_hmcn thdr  Ine
nowir. uere Oouole On l3*r Augu5r 1980. hF Look \4aior wulrFr Magot d d
mvsell ro Lrv ro rellnd rr and di.r d whilP r Ffi nd ir hF did uP agdir_l J srone wJll

Doi@cias root easilv, and bv the next sDmmer the cuttings we took bacl
flowered at Glasnevin, wift Major Gal Turpin md wit}] me Samples were shoen
to the RHS Scientific Corrurlttee on 6t}l October. to thc Wild F ]ower SocieB' on 24th
October, the Botanical Sociely of the Brlush lsles at their Dx-hibition Meetug on
28th November, and there are vouchers at Dublin from both Dr' Nelson s visits'

Dr. Nelson ancl Gen. Turpln have each closely examined thc nowers and
tound f iar  Lhereisvdd"on in doubl ing.ven on t -he s"m'  ra 'eme mu'ha '
happenswith E. mackarana Maura which has a duplicated corolla Dr' Nelson
made a mosl elegant and skilful dissection ofonc llower' sticking each ot its
DaJis. whorl bv vhorl and annotated on the sheet. which is now a lreasure rn
ir,. so"i"ty " 

-t1"tt-i'm 
This shows how the doubling comes from the

Iilamentsofthe antherless stamens broadening into petal likestructures' aJlcl
Lhe Drol lera l ion or  whor l -  lLs nowFr-  de Lhe same '  o lour  a '  f te  usudl  Mld
DlaJ| r  bur  hc\  e t } le  drawbd.  I  I rom LnPgarden poinr  o l  \ 'P$ Lhal  L |e coro l lcs s lby
;n th" pldnt, b'own. insrcdd of droppirg olT a_ Lnos' ol the single flo$Pt ' i:io

Dr. Nelson has b€en very activelv working on irish heathersi his nrct
oubl ish.d paDct  on Lh.m wd_ rn lqT4 Thr '  and | } le  tar  '  Lhdr  r l  sJ\  hF who
=oot teO . ls  h iLnerro unl rJown aid Inrere 'L ing lorr  $Fl l  iusuf tFs i ls  bc 'ng
c;lled Daboecia cantabnca Charles Nelson a name codiallv endorsed bv
Gen. Turpin and other members. Cultings ofit are being made available to
worthy nursenes a-r'd other growers
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Group News

North East
Although 20 r 2 was the wetiest summer on record, the weather couldn t have

been more perfect for the Ponteland Flower Show tl'an on Sahrrday. September
8d'. The whole week leading up to the Satuday had seen temperaturcs in lhe mid
twenties with rrlll to $€11 sushinc cvcry day, but lhe folowing week was a
dillerent storyl

Althoueh tne show benches were dov,n on quantlty over previous years. the
quality vas still maintained, particularly for the gladio]i and roses. The Heather
classes were no arception and there were some really good exhibits vhich
resulted in our ex member. John Turner, winning the Bobby'ltompson
Memonal Trophy for the Best Heatl'er in Show and Dorothy wild taking the BiI
Crow Memorial Trcphy for the most points in the Heather Classes. They were both
worthv winnds md we condatulate them.

So, everhopctul, wc nowIookIoMd to a kind winter and a propei summer
nc{ year. Hope spnngs etemal!

Dorothu l,4.warner.

Yorkshlre
The Yorkshire Heathd Group met on 26th May at RIIS Halow Car to view

the CDs ofheather pictues translated by Charlcs Nelson, our adnnnistrator, into
,rPEGs format flom thelr onghal Kodak PCD fonnat.

These vere slides from ihe slide library, which 1ve converted to digltal in the
carly l99os at David Smalls request. The majority of them have labels in the
piclure, the .est we did our best to name but had some difliculties with about
rwenty of them. we had hoped that the conference members would help us to
name ihe misslng ones but there was no spare ume, as our organisers had filled
lt to capaci!'. Hopefully we will be able to complete this exercise in 20 13 instead
of having a quiz.

Then, on 3rd ArEUst the €Ioup visited Bumby Hall Gddens in Pocklington
to vis the nalional collection ofvater lilics. Dven thoush 2012 has not been a
good summcr d l . r  wcr . looking p 'Frry $c l l  and lnc rc ' r  o l  th .  gard.ns werF
supe$. These gardens do have quite a large colection of heathers but they are
all winter ones due to the soil being unsuitable for Calftrn{l.

We last met on 6th October at RHS Helow Cmwhen heathers ve.e the lmior
topic ofdiscussion.

There de ples going ahead lbr Ibur meetings next yed, one in Mdch, one
in May md onc in Septcmbcr, wilh a visit in cither July or August. The dates will
be posted on the webslte.

Jean Prestan

IIome Counties
See the report on The Heather Society stand at RHS Garden. Wisley, on 5th

october. in ihe chairman's Piece.
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